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PREFACE. 


I NOW  difcharge  my  promife,  and  complete  my  de- 
fign,  of  writing  the  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  both  in  the  Weft  and 
the  Eaft.  The  whole  period  extends  from  the  age  of 
Trajan  and  the  Antonines,  to  the  taking  of  Conftan- 
tinople  by  Mahomet  the  fecond ; and  includes  a re- 
view of  the  Crufades  and  the  ftate  of  Rome  during 
the  middle  ages.  Since  the  publication  of  the  firft 
volume,  twelve  years  have  elapfed ; twelve  years,  ac- 
cording to  my  wifh,  “ of  health,  of  leifure,  and  of 
“ perfeverance.”  I may  now  congratulate  my  deliver- 
ance from  a long  and  laborious  fervice,  and  my  fa- 
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tisfaCtion  will  be  pure  and  perfect,  if  the  public  favour 
fhould  be  extended  to  the  conclufion  of  my  work. 


It  was  my  firft  intention  to  have  collected  under 
one  view,  the  numerous  authors,  of  every  age  and 
language,  from  whom  I have  derived  the  materials  of 
this  hiftory ; and  I am  ftill  convinced  that  the  apparent 
oftentation  would  be  more  than  compenfated  by  real 
ufc.  If  I have  renounced  this  idea ; if  I have  declined 
an  undertaking  which  had  obtained  the  approbation 
of  a mafter-artift  *,  my  excufc  may  be  found  in  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  affigning  a proper  meafurc  to  fuch 
a catalogue.  A naked  lift  of  names  and  editions  would 
not  be  fatisfaCtory  either  to  myfelf  or  my  readers : the 
characters  of  the  principal  Authors  of  the  Roman  and 
Byzantine  Hiftory,  have  been  occafionally  connected 
with  the  events  which  they  deferibe  ; a more  copious 
and  critical  enquiry  might  indeed  deferve,  but  it  would 
demand,  an  elaborate  volume,  which  might  fwell  by 
degrees  into  a general  library  of  hiftorical  writers. 


• See  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Preface  to  bis  Hiftory  of  America. 
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For  the  present  I flia.ll  content  myfelf  with  renewing 
my  fcrious  proteflation,  that  I have  always  endeavoured 
to  draw  from  the  fountain-head  ; that  my  curiofity, 
as  well  as  a fenfe  of  duty,  has  always  urged  me  to 
ftudy  the  originals ; and  that,  if  they  haye  fometimes 
eluded  my  fearch,  I have  carefully  marked  the  fe- 
condary  evidence,  on  whole  faith  a paflage  or  a fa<£t 
were  reduced  to  depend. 

I fliall  foon  revifit  the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Laufanne, 
a country  which  I have  known  and  loved  from  my  early 
youth.  Under  a mild  government,  amidft  a beauteous 
landfkip,  in  a life  of  leifure  and  independence,  and 
among  a people  of  eafy  and  elegant  manners,  I have 
enjoyed,  and  may  again  hope  to  enjoy,  the  varied 
pleafures  of  retirement  and  fociety.  But  I fliall  ever 
glory  in  the  name  and  charader  of  an  Englifliman  : I 
am  proud  of  my  birth  in  a free  and  enlightened  coun- 
try ; and  the  approbation  of  that  country  is  the  beft  and 
moft  honourable  reward  of  my  labours.  Were  I am- 

A 2 bitious 


Digitized  by  Google 


iv 


PREFACE. 


bitious  of  any  other  Patron  than  the  public,  I would 
inferibe  this  work  to  a Statefman,  who,  in  a long, 
a ftormy,  and  at  length  an  unfortunate  adminiflration, 
had  many  political  opponents,-  almoft  without  a per- 
fonal  enemy  : who  has  retained,  in  his  fall  from  power, 
many  faithful  and  difinterefted  friends  ; and  who, 
under  the  preffure  of  fevere  infirmity,  enjoys  the 
lively  vigour  of  his  mind,  and  the  felicity  of  his  in- 
comparable temper.  Lord  North  will  permit  me  to 
exprefs  the  feelings  of  friendfhip  in  the  language  of 
truth : but  even  truth  and  friendfhip  fhould  be  filent, 
if  he  flill  difpenfed  the  favours  of  the  crown. 


In  a remote  folitude,  vanity  may  flill  whifper  in  my 
car,  that  my  readers,  perhaps,  may  enquire,  whether, 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  prefent  work,  I am  now  taking 
an  cvcrlafting  farewell.  They  Shall  hear  all  that  I 
know  myfelf,  all  that  I could  reveal  to  the  moll  in- 
timate friend.  The  motives  of  adtion  or  Silence  arc 
now  equally  balanced ; nor  can  I pronounce  in  my 
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mod  fecret  thoughts,  on  which  fide  the  fcale  will  pre- 
ponderate. I cannot  difiemble  that  fix  ample  quartos 
mud  have  tried,  and  may  have  exhaufted,  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Public  ; that,  in  the  repetition  of  fimilar 
attempts,  a fuccefsful  Author  has  much  more  to  lole, 
than  he  can  hope  to  gain ; that  I am  now  defeending 
into  the  vale  of  years  ; and  that  the  mod  rcfpe&able  of 
my  countrymen,  the  men  whom  I afpirc  to  imitate,  have 
refigned  the  pen  of  hiftory  about  the  fame  period  of 
their  lives.  Yet  I confidcr  that  the  annals  of  ancient 
and  modem  times  may  afford  many  rich  and  interefting 
fubjedfs  ; that  I am  ftill  pofleffed  of  health  and  leifure  ; 
that  by  the  practice  of  writing,  fome  lkill  and  facility 
mull  be  acquired ; and  that  in  the  ardent  purfuit  of 
truth  and  knowledge,  I am  not  confcious  of  decay. 
To  an  aftive  mind,  indolence  is  more  painful  than  la- 
bour ; and  the  firft  months  of  my  liberty  will  be  oc- 
cupied and  amufed  in  the  excurfions  of  curiofity  and 
tafte.  By  fuch  temptations,  I have  been  fometimes 
feduced  from  the  rigid  duty  even  of  a pleafing  and 
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voluntary  talk : but  my  time  will  now  be  my  own  i 
and  in  the  ufe  or  abufe  of  independence,  I {hall  no 
longer  fear  my  own  reproaches  or  thofe  of  my  friends. 
I am  fairly  entitled  to  a year  of  jubilee  : next  fummer 
and  the  following  winter  will  rapidly  pafs  away ; 
and  experience  only  can  determine  whether  I {hall 
frill  prefer  the  freedom  and  variety  of  ftudy  to  the 
defign  and  compofition  of  a regular  work,  which 
animates,  while  it  confines,  the  daily  application  of 
the  Author.  Caprice  -and  accident  may  influence  my 
choice ; but  the  dexterity  of  felf-love  will  contrive  to 
applaud  either  active  induftry,  or  philofophic  repofe. 

Down  i no-Street, 

May  i,  1788. 
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P.  S.  I (hall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  introducing  two  verbal 
remarks,  which  have  not  conveniently  offered  themfclves  tp  my 
notice.  I.  As  often  as  I ufe  the  definitions  of  beyond  the  Alps,  the 
Rhine,  the  Danube,  &c.  I generally  fuppofe  myfelf  at  Rome,  and 
afterwards  at  Conftantinople  ; without  ohferving  whether  this  relative 
geography  may  agree  with  the  local,  but  variable,  fituation  of  the 
reader,  or  the  hiftorian.  2.  In  proper  names  of  foreign,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  Oriental  origin,  it  (hould  be  always  our  aim  to  exprefs  in 
our  Englifh  verfion,  a faithful  copy  of  the  original.  But  this  rule, 
which  is  founded  on  a juft  regard  to  uniformity  and  truth,  muft 
often  be  relaxed ; and  the  exceptions  will  be  limited  or  enlarged  by 
the  cuftom  of  the  language  and  the  tafte  of  the  interpreter.  Our 
alphabets  may  be  often  defe&ive  : a harfli  found,  an  uncouth  fpel- 
ling,  might  offend  the  ear  or  the  eye  of  our  countrymen  ; and  fome 
words,  notorioufiy  corrupt,  are  fixed,  and,  as  it  were,  naturalifed 
in  the  vulgar  tongue.  The  prophet  Mohammed  can  no  longer  be 
dripped  of  the  famous,  though  improper  appellation  of  Mahomet : 
the  well-known  cities  of  Aleppo,  Damafcus,  and  Cairo,  would  al- 
moft  be  loft  in  the  ftrange  deferiptions  of  Haleb , Dcmajbt,  and  Al 
Cahira : the  titles  and  offices  of  the  Ottoman  empire  are  faffiioned 
by  the  practice  of  three  hundred  years ; and  we  are  pleafed  to  blend 
the  three  Chinefe  monofyllablcs,  Con-fu-tzec  in  the  refpe&able  name 
of  Confucius,  or  even  to  adopt  the  Portuguefe  corruption  of  Man- 
darin. But  I would  vary  the  ufe  of  Zoroafter  and  Zerdujht , as  I 
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drew  my  information  from  Greece  or  Perfia  : fince  our  connection 
with  India,  the  genuine  Timour  is  reftored  to  the  throne  of  Tamer- 
lane : our  molt  correCt  writers  have  retrenched  the  A l,  the  fuper- 
fluous  article,  from  the  Koran ; and  we  efcape  an  ambiguous  termi- 
nation, by  adopting  Mojlem  inftead  of  Mufulman,  in  the  plural 
number.  In  thefe,  and  in  a thoufand  examples,  the  fhades  of 
diftinCtion  are  often  minute ; and  I can  feel,  where  I cannot  ex- 
plain, the  motives  of  my  choice. 

$3’  At  the  end  of  the  Hiftory,  the  reader  will  find  a General  Index 
to  the  Six  Volumes,  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  a perfoa 
frequently  employed  in  works  of  this  nature. 
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CHAP.  XXXIX. 

Zeno  and  Anaftafus , Emperors  of  the  Eajl. — Birth, 
Education , and  firjl  Exploits  of  Theodoric  the  OJlro- 
goth. — His  Invafon  and  Conquefl  of  Italy. — The 
Gothic  Kingdom  of  Italy. — State  of  the  IVef. — Mili- 
tary and  Civil  Government. — The  Senator  Boethius.— 

Laji  ASls  and  Death  of  Theodoric. 

• » • 

AFTER  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  Weft,  an  in- 
terval of  fifty  years,  till  the  memorable  reign  of  Juftinian, 
is  faintly  marked  by  the  obfeure  names  and  imperfect  annals 
of  Zeno,  Anaftafius,  and  Juftin,  who  fucceflively  afeended  the 
throne  of  Conftantinople.  During  the  fame  period,  Italy  revived 
and  flouri filed  under  the  government  of  a Gothic  king,  who  might 
Vol.  IV.  B have 
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THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C vvv? vP'  ^iave  ^e^erve^  a ftatue  among  the  beft  and  bravcft  of  the  ancient 

XX  A IX. 

> ' Romans. 

Birth  and  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth,  the  fourteenth  in  lineal  defcent  of 

education  of  * ...  . . _ 

Theodoric.  the  royal  line  of  the  Amah  , was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

^S5 Vienna’  two  years  after  the  death  of  Attila.  A recent  vidtory  had 
reftored  the  independence  of  the  Oftrogoths ; and  the  three  brothers, 
Walamir,  Theodemir,  and  Widimir,  who  ruled  that  warlike  nation 
with  united  counfels,  had  feparately  pitched  their  habitations  in 
the  fertile  though  defolate  province  of  Pannonia.  The  Huns  hill 
threatened  their  revolted  fubjedts,  but  their  hally  attack  was  repelled 
by  the  fingle  forces  of  Walamir,  and  the  news  of  his  vidtory  reached 
the  diftant  camp  of  his  brother  in  the  fame  aufpicious  moment  that 
the  favourite  concubine  of  Theodemir  was  delivered  of  a fon  and 
heir.  In  the  eighth  year  of  his  age,  Theodoric  was  reludlantly 
yielded  by  his  father  to  the  public  intercfl,  as  the  pledge  of  an 
alliance  which  Leo,  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  had  confented  to  purchafe 
by  an  annual  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  gold.  The 
royal  hoftage  was  educated  at  Conftantinople  with  care  and  ten- 
dernefs.  His  body  was  formed  to  all  the  exercifcs  of  war,  his  mind 
was  expanded  by  the  habits  of  liberal  converfation  ; he  frequented 
the  fchools  of  the  moll  fkilful  mailers;  but  he  difdained  or  neg- 
leded  the  arts  of  Greece,  and  fo  ignorant  did  he  always  remain  of. 
the  firft  elements  of  fcience,  that  a rude  mark  was  contrived  to  re- 


■ Jornandcs  (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  13,  14. 
p.  629,  630.  edit.  Grot.)  has  drawn  (he  pe- 
digree of  Theodoric  from  Gapr,  one  of  the 
A rjts  or  Demi-gods  who  lived  about  the 
time  of  Domiiian.  Ca(7iodorius,  the  firft 
who  celebrates  the  royal  race  of  the  Amali 
(Variar.  viii.  5.  ix.  25.  x.  2 . xi.  1.),  reckons 
the  grandfon  of  Theodoric  as  the  xviith  in 
defcent.  Peringftiold  (the  Swedifti  commen- 
tator of  Cochlceus.  Vit.  Theodoric.  p.  271, 


Sec,  Stockholm,  1699.)  labours  10  corrieft  this 
genealogy  with  the  legends  or  traditions  of. 
his  native  country. 

* More  correftly  on  the  banks  of  the  Jake 
Pclfo  (Nieulicdler-fee)  near  Carnontum,  aU 
moft  on  the  fame  fpot  where  Marcus  Anto- 
ninus compofed  his  meditations  (jornandes, . 
c.  52.  p.  659.  Sevcrin  Pannonia  Itloftrata, 
p.  22.  Ccllarius,  Gcograph.  Antiq.  tom.  i. 
i>.  350.). 
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prefect  the  fignature  of  the  illiterate  king  of  Italy’.  As  foon  as  he  c 11  A P« 
had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was  reftorcd  to  the  willies  of  ./ 

the  Oflrogoths,  whom  the  emperor  afpired  to  gain  by  liberality  and 
confidence.  Walamir  had  fallen  in  battle  ; the  youngeft  of  the 
brothers,  Widimir,  had  led  away  into  Italy  and  Gaul  an  army  of 
Barbarians,  and  the  whole  nation  acknowledged  for  their  king  the 
father  of  Theodoric.  His  ferocious  fubje&s  admired  the  ftrength 
and  ftature  of  their  young  prince* ; and  he  foon  convinced  them 
that  he  had  not  degenerated  from  the  valour  of  his  anceftors.  At 
the  head  of  fix  thoufand  volunteers  he  fecretly  left  the  camp  in  quell 
of  adventures,  defeended  the  Danube  as  far  as  Singidunutn  or  Bel- 
grade, and  foon  returned  to  his  father  with  the  fpoils  of  a Sarmatian 
king  whom  he  had  vanquilhed  and  flain.  Such  triumphs,  however, 
were  produdive  only  of  fame,  and  the  invincible  Ollrogoths  were 
reduced  to  extreme  diftrefs  by  the  want  of  clothing  and  food. 

They  unanimoufly  refolved  to  defert  their  Pannonian  encampments, 
and  boldly  to  advance  into  the  warm  and  wealthy  neighbourhood 
of  the  Byzantine  court,  which  already  maintained  in  pride  and 
luxury  fo  many  bands  of  confederate  Goths.  After  proving  by  fome 
ads  of  hoftility  that  they  could  be  dangerous,  or  at  leaft  troublc- 
fome  enemies,  the  Ollrogoths  fold  at  a high  price  their  reconcili- 
ation and  fidelity,  accepted  a donative  of  lands  and  money,  and 
were  entrulled  with  the  defence  of  the  lower  Danube,  under  the 


* The  four  firft  letters  of  his  name  (9EOA) 
were  ioferibed  on  a gold  plate,  and  when  it 
wit  fixed  on  the  paper,  the  king  diew  bit  pen 
through  the  intervals  (Anonym.  Valefian.  ad 
calcem  Ann  Marcellin.  p.  71a. )■  This  au- 
thentic fafl,  with  the  teftimony  of  Procopius, 
or  at  Ieatt  of  the  contemporary  Goths  (Gothic. 
].  i.  c.  2.  p-  31  !•).  far  outweighs  the  vague 
praifesof  Ennodius  (Siimond.  Opera,  tom.  i. 

B 


p.  1596.)  and  Thcophtncs  (Chronograph, 
p.  112.). 

♦ Statura  eft  qox  refignet  proccritnte  reg- 
r.antem  (Ennodius,  p.  1614.).  The  bifhop 
of  Pavia  (I  mean  the  ecdefiailic  who  wiftjed 
10  be  a biihop)  then  proceeds  to  celebrate  the 
complexion,  eyes,  hands,  &c.  of  his  fove- 
reign. 

2 command 
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CxH\AxF.  commarul  of  Theodoric,  who  fuccccdcd  after  his  father’s  death,  to 
* • the  hereditary  throne  of  the  Amali’. 

The  reign  of  An  hero,  defeended  from  a race  of  kings,  mud  have  defpifed  the 
a.  D.  bafe  Ifaurian  who  was  invefted  with  the  Roman  purple,  without  any 
KA*.  Air  9.  endowments  of  mind  or  body,  without  any  advantages  of  royal  birth, 
or  fuperior  qualifications.  After  the  failure  of  the  Theodofian  line, 
the  choice  of  Pulcheria  and  of  the  fenate  might  be  jullilied  in  fome 
meafure  by  the  characters  of  Martian  and  Leo,  but  the  latter  of 
thefe  princes  confirmed  and  difhonoured  his  reign  by  the  perfidious 
murder  of  Afpar  and  his  fons,  who  too  rigoroufly  exadted  the  debt 
of  gratitude  and  obedience.  The  inheritance  of  Leo  and  of  the  Eaft 
was  peaceably  devolved  on  his  infant  grandfoti,  the  fon  of  his 
daughter  Ariadne ; and  her  Ifaurian  hufband,  the  fortunate  Trafca- 
lilFeus,  exchanged  that  barbarous  found  for  the  Grecian  appellation 
of  Zeno.  After  the  deceafe  of  the  elder  Leo,  he  approached  with 
unnatural  refpedt  the  throne  of  his  fon,  humbly  received,  as  a gift, 
the  fecond  rank  in  the  empire,  and  foon  excited  the  public  fufpicion 
on  the  fudden  and  premature  death  of  his  young  colleague,  wliofc 
life  could  no  longer  promote  the  fucccfs  of  his  ambition.  But  the 
palace  of  Conftantinople  was  ruled  by  female  influence,  and  agitated 
by  female  palfions:  and  Verina,  the  widow  of  Leo,  claiming  his 
empire  as  her  own,  pronounced  a fentence  of  depofition  againft 
the  worthlcfs  and  ungrateful  fervant  on  whom  fhe  alone  had  be- 
llowed the  feeptre  of  the  Eaft  \ As  foon  as  fhe  founded  a revolt 
in  the  ears  of  Zeno,  he  fled  with  precipitation  into  the  mountains 
of  Ifauria,  and  her  brother  Bafilifcus,  already  infamous  by  his  African 

• The  ftate  of  the  Ortrogoths,  and  the  firft  *Theophanes  (p.  1 1 1.)  inferts  a copy  of  her 
years  of  Theodoric,  are  found  in  Jornandcs  faertd  letters  to  the  provinces:  «ri  in  £*<ri\u<» 
(0*51—56.  p 689 — 696.)  and  Malchus  (Ex-  sjfA<TrpoMr.*  • • zsu  on  Tp*7- 

cerpt.  Lcgat,  p.78—80.),  who  erroneoufly  &c.  Such  female  pretenfions  would 

flylei  him  the  fon  of  Walami/.  have  afloniflied  the  Haves  of  the  JirJl  CxCars* 

expedition, 
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expedition',  was  unanimoufly  proclaimed  by  the  fervile  fenate.  But  cx^xj'xP* 
the  reign  of  the  ufurper  was  fhort  and  turbulent.  Balilifcus  pre-  . f 

fumed  to  aflalTmate  the  lover  of  his  filler ; he  dared  to  offend  the 
lover  of  his  wife,  the  vain  and  infolent  Harmatius,  who,  in  the 
midll  of  Aiiatic  luxury,  a fFetted  the  drefs,  the  demeanour,  and  the 
furname  of  Achilles'.  By  the  conlpiracy  of  the  malccontcnts,  Zeno 
was  recalled  from  exile,  the  armies,  the  capital,  the  perfon  of  Bali- 
lifcus,  were  betrayed,  and  his  whole  family  was  condemned  to  the 
long  agony  of  cold  and  hunger  by  the  inhuman  conqueror,  who 
wanted  courage  to  encounter  or  to  forgive  his  enemies.  The  haughty 
fpirit  of  Verina  was  flill  incapable  of  fubmiffion  or  repofe.  She 
provoked  the  enmity  of  a favourite  general,  embraced  his  caufe  as 
foon  as  he  was  difgraccd,  created  a new  emperor  in  Syria  and  Egypt, 
railed  an  army  of  leventy  thoufand  men,  and  perfilled  to  the  laft 
moment  of  her  life  in  a fruitlefs  rebellion,  which,  according  to  the 
fafhion  of  the  age,  had  been  predicted  by  Chriflian  hermits  and 
Pagan  magicians.  While  the  Eall  was  afflicted  by  the  paflions  of 
Verina,  her  daughter  Ariadne  was  dillinguifhed  by  the  female  vir- 
tues of  mildnefs  and  fidelity ; flic  followed  her  hufband  in  his  exile, 
and  after  his  rclloration  fhe  implored  his  clemency  in  favour  of 
her  mother.  On  the  deceafc  cf  Zeno,  Ariadne,  the  daughter,  the  or  Aoafl»- 
mother,  and  the  widow  of  an  emperor,  gave  her  hand  and  the  Im-  n 
perial  title  to  Anaftalius,  an  aged  domeflic  of  the  palace,  who  fur- 
vived  his  elevation  above  twenty-feven  years,  and  vvhofe  character 
is  attelled  by  the  acclamation  of  the  people,  “ Reign  as  you  have 
“ lived  • r 


1 Vol.  lit.  p.  477—480. 

• Suidas,  tom.  i.  p.  332,  333.  edit.  Kufler. 

9 The  contemporary  histories  of  Malchus 
and  Candidus  arc  loft  ; bet  fome  extraits  or 
fragment*  have  been  faved  by  Pbotius  (txxviii. 
Lxxix.  p.  100  — 102.),  Conftantine  Porphyro- 
genitus  (Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  78—97.),  and  in 

6 


various  articles  of  the  Lexicon  of  Saidas. 
The  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus  (Imago  Ilillo- 
six)  are  originals  for  the  reigns  of  Zeno  and 
Anaftalius;  and  I muft  acknowledge,  almoft. 
for  the  lalt  time,  my  obligitions  to  the  large 
and  accurate  collection*  of  Tillrmont  (Hilt, 
dcs  Emp.  tom.  vi.  p.  472  — 652.). 

Whatever 
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CHAP. 

XXXIX. 

' — -i 

Service  and 
revolt  of 

Theodoric. 

A.D. 

475-488. 


Whatever  fear  or  affe&ion  could  beftow,  was  profufely  lavished 
by  Zeno  on  the  king  of  the  Oftrogoths ; the  rank  of  patrician  and 
conful,  the  command  of  the  Palatine  troops,  an  equeftrian  flatue, 
a treafure  in  gold  and  filver  of  many  thoufand  pounds,  the  name  of 
fon,  and  the  promife  of  a rich  and  honourable  wife.  As  long  as 
Theodoric  condefcended  to  ferve,  he  fupported  with  courage  and 
fidelity  the  caufe  of  his  benefa&or : his  rapid  march  contributed  to 
the  reftoration  of  Zeno ; and  in  the  fecond  revolt,  the  Walamirs , as 
they  were  called,  purfued  and  prefled  the  Afiatic  rebels,  till  they 
left  an  eafy  vi&ory  to  the  Imperial  troops10.  But  the  faithful  fer- 
vant  was  fuddenly  converted  into  a formidable  enemy,  who  fpread 
the  flames  of  war  from  Conftantinople  to  the  Adriatic;  many 
flourilhing  cities  were  reduced  to  aftics,  and  the  agriculture  of 
Thrace  was  almoft  extirpated  by  the  wanton  cruelty  of  the  Goths, 
who  deprived  their  captive  peafants  of  the  right  hand  that  guided 
the  plough".  On  fuch  occafions,  Theodoric  fuftained  the  loud  and 
fpecious  reproach  of  difloyalty,  of  ingratitude,  and  of  infatiate  avarice, 
which  could  be  only  excufed  by  the  hard  necefiity  of  his  fituation. 
He  reigned,  not  as  the  monarch,  but  as  the  minifter  of  a ferocious 
people,  whofe  fpirit  was  unbroken  by  flavery,  and  impatient  of  real 
or  imaginary  infults.  Their  poverty  was  incurable  : fince  the  molt 
liberal  donatives  were  foon  diflipated  in  wafleful  luxury,  and  the 
moll  fertile  eftates  became  barren  in  their  hands ; they  defpifed,  but 
they  envied,  the  laborious  provincials ; and  when  their  fubfiflencc 
had  failed,  the  Oftrogoths  embraced  the  familiar  refources  of  war 


,9  In  ipfis  congrefltonis  tuac  foribus  ceflit 
invafor,  cum  profugt  per  tc  fteptra  redderen- 
tur  tic  falutic  dubiunti.  Ennodiut  then  pro- 
ceeds (p.  1596,  159'.  tom.  i.  Sirmond.)  to 
tranfport  his  hero  (on  a flying  dragon?)  into 
^Ethiopia,  beyond  the  tropic  of  Cancer.  rI  he 
evidence  of  the  Valefian  fragment  (p.  717.)* 
Liberate  (Brcv.  Eutych.  c.  25.  p.  118.))  and 


Theophanes  (p.  1 12.),  is  more  fober  and  ra- 
tional. 

11  This  cruel  pra&ice  is  fpecially  imputed 
to  the  Tr'tarian  Goths,  lefs  barbarous,  as  it 
ftiould  feeni,  than  the  Walamirs : but  the  fon 
of  Thcodcmir  is  charged  with  the  ruin  of 
many  Roman  cities  (Malchns,  Excerpt,  leg, 
P-95)- 

and 
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and  rapine.  It  had  been  the  wilh  of  Thcodoric  (fuch  at  leaft  wa3  c H A p- 
* ' XXXIX. 

his  declaration),  to  lead  a peaceful,  obfeure,  obedient  life,  on  the  — -< 

confines  of  Scythia,  till  the  Byzantine  court,  by  fplendid  and  falla- 
cious promifes,  feduced  him  to  attack  a confederate  tribe  of  Goths, 

■who  had  been  engaged  in  the  party  of  Balilifcus.  He  marched 
from  his  ftation  in  Madia,  on  the  folemn  afiiirancc  that  before  he 
reached  Adrianopl$  he  fhould  meet  a plentiful  convoy  of  provifions, 
and  a reinforcement  of  eight  thoufand  horfc  and  thirty  thoufand 
foot,  while  the  legions  of  Afia  were  encamped  at  Heraclea  to  fecond 
his  operations.  Thcfe  mcafures  were  diiappointed  by  mutual  jea- 
loufy.  As  he  advanced  into  Thrace,  the  fon  of  Theodemir  found  an 
inhofpitable  folitude,  and  his  Gothic  followers,  with  an  heavy  train 
of  horfes,  of  mules,  and  of  waggons,  were  betrayed  by  their  guides 
among  the  rocks  and  precipices  of  Mount  Sondis,  where  he  was 
afiaulted  by  the  arms  and  invefrives  of  Theodoric  the  fon  of  Triarius. 

From  a neighbouring  height,  his  artful  rival  harangued  the  camp 
of  the  Walamirs , and  branded  their  leader  with  the  opprobrious 
names  of  child,  of  madman,  of  perjured  traitor,  the  enemy  of  his 
blood  and  nation.  “ Are  you  ignorant,”  exclaimed  the  fon  of  Tria- 
rius, “ that  it  is  the  conftant  policy  of  the  Romans  to  defiroy  the 
“ Goths  by  each  others  fwords  ? Arc  you  infenfible  that  the 
“ victor  in  this  unnatural  contefl  will  be  expofed,  and  juftly  cx- 
“ pofed,  to  their  implacable  revenge  ? Where  are  thofe  warriors, 

“ my  kinfmen  and  thy  own,  whofe  widows  now  lament  that  their 
“ lives  were  facriliccd  to  thy  rath  ambition  ? Where  is  the  wealth 
“ which  thy  foldiers  polTeflcd  when  they  were  firft  allured  from 
“ their  native  homes  to  enlift  under  thy  ftandard  ? Each  of  them 
“ was  then  mafter  of  three  or  four  horfes ; they  now  follow  thee 
“ on  foot  like  flaves,  through  the  deferts  of  Thrace;  thofe  men  who 
<l  were  tempted  by  the  hope  of  meafuring  gold  with  a bufhcl,  thofe 

3 “ brave 
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c H A P.  “ brave  men  who  are  as  free  and  as  noble  as  thyfelf.”  A language 
*— — , — ~i  fo  well  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  Goths,  excited  clamour  and  dii- 
content ; and  the  fon  of  Thcodemir,  apprehenfive  of  being  left 
alone,  was  compelled  to  embrace  his  brethren,  and  to  imitate  the 
example  of  Roman  perfidy'*. 

Hr  under-  In  every  ftatc  of  his  fortune,  the  prudence  and  firmnefs  of  Theodoric 

tulcri  the  J 1 

comjucft  of  were  equally  confpicuous ; whether  he  threatened  Conftantinople  at 
a!  x).  4S9.  the  head  of  the  confederate  Goths,  or  retreated  with  a faithful  band 
to  the  mountains  and  fea-coaft  of  Epirus.  At  length  the  accidental 
death  of  the  fon  of  Triarius  ” deftroyed  the  balance  which  the 
Romans  had  been  fo  anxious  to  preferve,  the  whole  nation  ac- 
knowledged the  fupremacy  of  the  Amali,  and  the  Byzantine  court 
fubferibed  an  ignominious  and  oppreffive  treaty'4.  The  fenate  had 
already  declared,  that  it  was  ncccflary  to  chufe  a party  among  the 
Goths,  fince  the  public  was  unequal  to  the  fupport  of  their  united 
forces;  a fubfidy  of  two  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  with  the  ample 
pay  of  thirteen  thoufand  men,  were  required  for  the  lea  ft  confi- 
derable  of  their  armies  " ; and  the  Ifaurians,  who  guarded  not  the 
empire  but  the  emperor,  enjoyed,  befides  the  privilege  of  rapine, 
an  annual  penfion  of  five  thoufand  pounds.  The  fagacious  mind  of 
Theodoric  foon  perceived  that  he  was  odious  to  the  Romans,  and 
fufpe&ed  by  the  Barbarians  ; he  underftood  the  popular  murmur, 

**  Jornandes  (c.  56,  57.  p.  696.)  difplayi  As  he  was  riding  in  his  own  camp,  an 

the  Cervices  of  Theodoric,  confefles  his  re-  unruly  horfe  threw  him  againft  the  point  of  a 
wards,  but  difletnbles  his  revolt,  of  which  fpcar  which  hung  before  a tent,  or  was  fixed 
iiich  curious  details  have  been  preferved  by  on  a waggon  (Marcellin.  in  Chron.  Eva* 
Malchus  (Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  78  — 97.).  Mar-  gnus,  1.  iii.  c.  25.). 

cellinus,  a dome  (lie  of  Jutlinian,  under  whofe  14  See  Malchus  (p.  91.),  and  Evagriua 

ivth  confulfhip  (A.  D.  534.)  he  compofed  ilia  (1.  iii.  c.  35.). 

Chronicle  (Scaliger,  Thefaurus  Temporum,  11  Malchus,  p.  85.  In  a fingle  aftion, 
P.  ii.  p.  34  57.),  betrays  his  prejudice  and  which  was  decided  by  the  (kill  and  dif- 

pafKon  : in  Grxciam  dcbacchantcm  . . . Ze-  cipline  of  Sabinian,  Theodoric  could  Jofe 
itonis  munificentia  penc  pacatus . • . bcncnciis  5000  men. 

Aunquam  fatiatus,  Sec. 

that 
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that  his  fubje&s  were  expofed  in  their  frozen  huts  to  intolerable  CV?L^VP- 

hardlhips,  while  their  king  was  difl'olved  in  the  luxury  of  Greece,  — * 

and  he  prevented  the  painful  alternative  of  encountering  the  Goths, 
as  the  champion,  or  of  leading  them  to  the  field  as  the  enemy,  of 
Zeno.  Embracing  an  enterprife  worthy  of  his  courage  and  am- 
bition, Thcodoric  addrefled  the  emperor  in  the  following  words: 

“ Although  your  fervant  is  maintained  in  affluence  by  your  libe- 
“ rality,  gracioufly  liften  to  the  wilhes  of  my  heart  ! Italy,  the 
“ inheritance  of  your  predeceflbrs,  and  Rome  itfelf  the  head  and 
“ miftrefs  of  the  world,  now  flu&uate  under  the  violence  and 
“ opprefflon  of  Odoaccr  the  mercenary.  Diredt  me,  with  my 
“ national  troops,  to  march  againft  the  tyrant.  If  I fall,  you 
“ will  be  relieved  from  an  expenfive  and  troublefome  friend  : If, 

“ with  the  Divine  permifflon,  I fucceed,  I fhall  govern  in  your 
“ name,  and  to  your  glory,  the  Roman  fenate,  and  the  part  of  the 
“ republic  delivered  from  flavery  by  my  victorious  arms."  The 
propofal  of  Tlieodoric  was  accepted,  and  perhaps  had  been  fuggefled, 
by  the  Byzantine  court.  But  the  forms  of  the  commiffion  or  grant, 
appear  to  have  been  exprefled  with  a prudent  ambiguity,  which 
might  be  explained  by  the  event ; and  it  was  left  doubtful,  whether 
the  conqueror  of  Italy  fhould  reign  as  the  Lieutenant,  the  vaffal,  or 
the  ally  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  “. 

The  reputation  both  of  the  leader  and  of  the  war  diffufed  an  uni-  Hii  march, 
verfal  ardour  ; the  Walamirs  were  multiplied  by  the  Gothic  lwarms 
already  engaged  in  the  fervice,  or  feated  in  the  provinces,  of  the 
empire ; and  each  bold  Barbarian,  who  had  heard  of  the  wealth 
and  beauty  of  Italy,  was  impatient  to  feek,  through  the  moll  perilous 
adventures,  the  pofl'eflion  of  fuch  enchanting  obje&s.  The  march 

**  Jorniode*  (c.  57.  p.  696,  697.)  hii  a*  1.  i.  c.  I.),  the  Valclian  Fragment  (p.  718.), 
bridged  the  great  hijtory  of  Cafliodoriut.  See,  Theophanes  (p.  113.},  and  M-irccllinui  (ia 
compare,  and  reconcile,  Procopius  (Gothic.  Chrcn.). 

Vol.  IV.  C of 
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C'xx>mxP'  Thcodoric  niuH  be  confidcred  as  the  emigration  of  an  entire 

— u ' people;  the  wives  and  children  of  the  Goths,  their  aged  parents, 

and  raoft  precious  c (lefts,  were  carefully  tranfported ; and  fomc  idea 
may  he  formed  of  the  heavy  baggage  that  now  followed  the  camp, 
by  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  waggons,  which  had  been  fuftained  in 
a fingle  aftion  in  the  war  of  Epirus.  For  their  fubfiftence,  the 
Goths  depended  on  the  magazines  of  corn  which  was  ground  in 
portable  mills  by  the  hands  of  their  women  ; on  the  milk  and  fleih 
of  their  flocks  and  herds ; on  tjifc  cafual  produce  of  the  chace,  and 
upon  the  contributions  which  they  might  impofe  on  all  who  lhould 
prefume  to  difpute  the  paflage,  or  to  refufe  their  friendly  afliftance. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions,  they  were  expofed  to  the  danger, 
and  almoft  to  the  diftrefs  of  famine,  in  a inarch  of  feven  hundred 
miles,  which  had  been  undertaken  in  the  depth  of  a rigorous  winter. 
Since  the  fall  of  the  Roman  power,  Dacia  and  Pannonia  no  longer 
exhibited  the  rich  profpeft  of  populous  cities,  well  cultivated  fields, 
and  convenient  highways : the  reign  of  barbarifm  and  defolation 
was  reftored,  and  the  tribes  of  Bulgarians,  Gepidar,  and  Sarmatians, 
who  had  occupied  the  "vacant  province,  were  prompted  by  their 
native  ficrcenefs,  or  the  felicitations  of  Odoacer,  to  refill  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  enemy.  In  many  obfeure  though  bloody  battles,  Theo- 
doric  fought  and  vanquilhed  ; till  at  length  furmounting  every  ob- 
llacle  by  fkilful  conduft  and  perfevering  courage,  he  defeended 
from  the  Julian  Alps,  and  difplayed  his  invincible  banners  on  the 
confines  of  Italy  ". 

The  three  Odoacer,  a rival  not  unworthy  of  his  arms,  had  already  occupied 
Odoacer,  the  advantageous  and  well-known  pod  of  the  river  Sontius  near 

Augufl^fs)  ruias  of  Aquileia  ; at  the  head  of  a powerful  boll,  whofe  inde- 
Sept.  »7  ; 


A.  D.  490, 
Auguft. 


,T  Theodoric's  inarch  is  fupplied  and  i!-  when  the  bombsfi  of  the  oration  is  tranflated 
I u dialed  by  Ennodius  (p.  1 598 — 1602.),  into  the  language  of  common  fenfe. 
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pendent  tings'*  or  leaders  difdained  the  duties  of  fiibordlnation  and 
the  prudence  of  delays.  No  fooner  had  Theodoric  granted  a fhort 
repefe  and  refrelhment  to  his  wearied  cavalry,  than  he  boldly  at- 
tacked the  fortifications  of  the  enemy  ; the  Oftrogoths  fhewed  more 
ardour  to  acquire,  than  the  mercenaries  to  defend,  the  lands  of  Ttaly; 
and  the  reward  of  the  firfl  vidtory  was  the  pofleflion  of  the  Vene- 
tian province  as  far  as  the  walls  of  Verona.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  city,  on  the  deep  banks  of  the  rapid  Adige,  he  was  oppofed 
by  a new  army  reinforced  in  its  numbers,  and  not  impaired  in  its 
courage : the  conteft  was  more  obftinate,  but  the  event  was  Hill  more 
decifive ; Odoacer  fled  to  Ravenna,  Theodoric  advanced  to  Milan, 
and  the  vanquifhed  troops  faluted  their  conqueror  with  loud  accla- 
mations of  refpedl  and  fidelity.  But  their  want  either  of  conftancy 
or  of  faith,  foon  expofed  him  to  rite  moft  imminent  danger ; his 
vanguard,  with  fcveral  Gothic  counts,  which  had  been  ralhly  en- 
trufted  to  a deferter,  was  betrayed  aftd  deftroyed  near  Faenza  by 
his  double  treachery ; Odoacer  again  appeared  mailer  of  the  field, 
and  the  invader  ftrongly  entrenched  in  his  camp  of  Pavia,  was  re- 
duced to  folicit  the  aid  of  a kindred  nation,  the  Vifigoths  of  Gaul. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  the  moft  voracious  appetite  for  war 
will  be  abundantly  fatiated,  nor  can  I much  lament  that  our  dark 
and  impcrfedl  materials  do  not  afford  a more  ample  narrative  of  the 
diftrefs  of  Italy,  and  of  the  fierce  conflidl,  which  was  finally  decided 
by  the  abilities,  experience,  and  valour  of  the  Gothic  king.  Imme- 
diately before  the  battle  of  Verona,  he  vifited  the  tent  of  his  mother1' 
and  filler,  and  requefted,  that  on  a day,  the  moft  illuflrious  fellival 

19  Tot  reges,  See.  (Ennodiu?,  p.  1602.)  the  orator,  in  the  king**  prefence,  could  men  - 
We  muft  rccolleft  how  much  the  royal  title  tirrn  and  praife  hii  mother,  we  may  conclude 
was  multiplied  and  degraded,  and  that  the  that  the  magnanimity  of  Theodoric  was  not 
mercenaries  of  Italy  were  the  fragments  of  hurt  by  the  vulgar  reproaches  of  concubine 
many  tribes  and  nations.  and  batiarcL 

,f  bee  Ennodius,  p.  1604.  Since 
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Cvv  vpP'  of  Ills  life,  they  would  adorn  him  with  the  rich  garments  which 

they  had  worked  with  their  own  hands.  “ Our  glory,”  laid  he, 

“ is  mutual  and  infeparable.  You  are  known  to  the  world  as  the 
“ mother  of  Theodoric  ; and  it  becomes  me  to  prove,  that  I am 
“ the  genuine  offspring  of  thofe  heroes  from  whom  I claim  my 
“ defeent.”  The  wife  or  concubine  of  Theodemir  was  infpired 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  German  matrons,  who  efteemed  their  fons* 
honour  far  above  their  fafety  : and  it  is  reported,  that  in  a defperate 
a&ion,  when  Theodoric  himfelf  was  hurried  along  by  the  torrent  of 
a flying  crowd,  lhe  boldly  met  them  at  the  entrance  of  the  camp, 
and,  by  her  generous  reproaches,  drove  them  back  on  the  fwords 
of  the  enemy’0. 

Hiicapitula-  From  the  Alps  to  the  extremity  of  Calabria,  Theodoric  reigned 
death.  by  the  right  of  conqucft : the  Vandal  ambaffadors  furrendered  the 
March  593’  iDarid  of  Sicily,  as  a lawful  appendage  of  his  kingdom;  and  he  was 
accepted  as  the  deliverer  of  Rome  by  the  fenatc  and  people,  who 
had  fhut  their  gates  again!!  the  flying  ufurper”.  Ravenna  alone, 
fecure  in  the  fortifications  of  art  and  nature,  ftill  fuftained  a fiege  of 
alinofl  three  years ; and  the  daring  fallies  of  Odoacer  carried  flaugh- 
ter  and  difmay  into  the  Gothic  camp.  At  length,  deftitute  of  pro- 
vifions  and  hopclefs  of  relief,  that  unfortunate  monarch  yielded  to 
the  groans  of  his  fubjedts  and  the  clamours  of  his  foldicrs.  A treaty 
of  peace  was  negociated  by  the  biihop  of  Ravenna  ; the  Oftrogoths 
were  admitted  into  the  city,  and  the  hoftile  kings  confented,  under 
the  fandion  of  an  oath,  to  rule  with  equal  and  undivided  authority 
the  provinces  of  Italy.  The  event  of  fuch  an  agreement  may  be 


This  anecdote  is  related  on  the  modern 
but  refpe&able  authority  of  Sigonius  (Opp. 
tom.  i.  p.  580.  De  Occident.  Imp.  1.  xv.) : 
hia  words  are  curious— '*  Would  you  return  /*' 
Ac.  She  prefented  and  almoft  difplayed  the 
Original  rccefs. 


*'  Hift.  Mifcell.  1.  xv.  a Roman  hiftory 
from  Janus  to  the  ixth  century,  an  Fpitome 
of  Eutropius,  Paulus  Diaconus,  and  Theo- 
phanes,  which  Muratori  has  published  from  a 
MSS.  in  the  Ambrofian  library  (Script.  Re- 
rum Italicaruot,  tom.  i.  p.  icc.). 
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eafily  forefeen.  After  fome  days  had  been  devoted  to  the  femblance 
of  joy  and  friendfhip,  Odoacer,  in  the  midft  of  a folcmn  banquet, 
was  ftabbed  by  the  hand  or  at  leaft  by  the  command  of  his  rival. 
Secret  and  effectual  orders  had  been  previoufly  difpatched ; the 
faithlefs  and  rapacious  mercenaries,  at  the  fame  moment,  and  with- 
out refiftance,  were  univcrfaUy  maflacred  ; and  the  royalty  of  Theo- 
doric  was  proclaimed  by  the  Goths,  with  the  tardy,  relu&ant,  am- 
biguous confent  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft.  The  defign  of  a con- 
fpiracy  was  imputed,  according  to  the  ufual  forms,  to  the  proftratc 
tyrant ; but  his  innocence,  and  the  guilt  of  his  conqueror  ”,  arc 
fuflicicntly  proved  by  the  advantageous  treaty  which  force  would 
not  fincercly  have  granted,  nor  weakneft  have  rafhly  infringed. 
The  jealoufy  of  power,  and  the  mtfehiefs  of  difeord,  may  fuggeft  a 
more  decent  apology,  and  a fentence  lefs  rigorous  may  be  pro- 
nounced againft  a crime  which  was  ncccftary  to  introduce  into  Italy 
a generation  of  public  felicity.  The  living  author  of  this  felicity 
was  audacioufly  praifed  in  his  own  prefence  by  facred  and  profane 
orators”;  but  hiftory  (in  his  time  lhe  was  mute  and  inglorious) 
has  not  left  any  juft  reprefentation  of  the  events  which  difplayed, 
or  of  the  defers  which  clouded  the  virtues  of  Thcodoric”.  One 
record  of  his  fame,  the  volume  of  public  epiftles  compofed  by  Cal- 
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Reign  of 
Theodor  ic, 
kingofluly ; 
A.  D.  49 j, 
March  5 — 
A.  D.  526, 
Auguft  30. 


14  Procopius  (Gothic,  J.  i.  c.  1.)  approves 
himfcJf  an  impartial  fceptic:  e *<?»... 

Tfocrw  i»riM.  Cafljodorius  (in  Chron.)  and 
Ennod'us  (p.  1604.}  are  loyal  and  credulous, 
and  the  teftimony  of  the  V^lcfian  Fragment 
(p.  718.)  may  jollify  their  belief.  Marcel- 
Knus  fpits  the  venom  of  a Greek  fubjeft— 
perjuriis  illeftos,  intcifrftufqucell  (in  Chron.). 

**  The  fonorous  and  fervile  oration  of  En- 
nodiui  was  pronounced  at  Milan  or  Ravenna 
in  the  years  507  or  508  (Sirmond,  tom.  i. 
p.  1615  ).  Two  or  three  years  afterwards, 
the  orator  was  rewarded  with  the  bilhoprick 
of  Pavia,  which  he  held  till  his  death  in  the 


year  52!  (Dupin.  Bibliot.  Ecclef.  tom.  v. 
p.  11  — 14.  See  Saxii  Onomafticon,  tom.ii. 

P.  no. 

14  Our  bell  materials  are  occalional  hints 
from  Procopius  and  the  Valefian  Fragment, 
which  was  dilcovered  by  Sirmond,  and  is 
publiftied  at  the  end  of  Ammianus  Marcclli- 
nus.  The  author’s  name  is  unknown,  and 
his  flyle  is1  barbarous ; but  in  his  various  facts 
he  exhibits  the  knowledge,  without  the  paf. 
fions  of  a contemporary.  The  prelident  Mon- 
tefquicu  had  formed  the  plan  of  an  hiftory  of 
Theodoric,  which  at  a dillancc  might  appear 
a rich  and  imerefting  fubjecl. 

fiodorius 


Digitized  by  Google 


14 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 

XXXIX. 

' V ' 


Partition  of 
land.. 


fiodorius  in  the  royal  name,  i6  ftill  extant,  and  has  obtained  more  im- 
plicit credit  than  it  teems  to  deferve”.  They  exhibit  the  forms,  rather 
ttian  the  fubftance  of  his  government ; and  we  fliould  vainly  fearch 
for  the  pure  and  fpontaneous  fentiments  of  the  Barbarian  aniidft  the 
declamation  and  learning  of  a Sophift,  the  withes  of  a Roman  fenator, 
the  precedents  of  oifice,  and  the  vague  profelfions,  wiiich,  in  every 
court  and  on  every  occafion,  cotnpofe  the  language  of  drfercet 
minifters.  The  reputation  of  Theodoric  may  repolie  with  more 
confidence  on  the  viiible  peace  and  profperity  of  a reign  of  thirty- 
three  years;  the  unanimous  efteem  of  his  own  times,  and  the  me- 
mory of  bis  wifdom  and  courage,  his  jufticc  and  humanity,  which 
was  deeply  imprefled  on  the  minds  of  the  Goths  and  Italians. 

The  partition  of  the  lands  of  Italy,  of  which  Theodoric  affigned 
the  third  part  to  his  foldiers,  is  honourably  arraigned  as  the  foie  in- 
juftice  of  his  life.  And  even  this  a&  may  be  fairly  juftified  by  the 
example  of  Odoacer,  the  rights  of  conqueft,  the  true  intereft  of  the 
Italians,  and  the  facred  duty  of  fubiifting  a whole  people,  who,  on 
the  faith  of  his  promifes,  had  tranfported  themfelves  into  a dilfant 
land*’.  Under  the  reign  of  Theodoric,  and  in  the  happy  climate 
of  Italy,  the  Goths  foon  multiplied  to  a formidable  lioft  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  men",  and  the  whole  amount  of  their  families 
may  be  computed  by  the  ordinary  addition  of  women  and  children. 
Their  invafion  of  property,  a part  of  which  mull  have  been  already 
vacant,  was  difguifed  by  the  generous  but  improper  name  of  kofpi- 

ram,  ii.  Mafrci  (Verona  Illuftrtta,  P.  i. 
p.  228.)  exaggerates  ihc  injuflice  of  the 
Goths,  whom  he  hated  as  an  Italian  noble. 
The  plebeian  Muratori  crouches  under  their 
oppreflion. 

47  Procopius,  Goth,  I.  iii.  c.  4.  21.  En- 
nodius  deferibes  (p.  1612,  *613.)  the  mili- 
tary aru  and  increaling  numbers  of  the 
Goths. 

tality ; 


•>  The  beft  edition  of  the  Variorum  Libri  xii. 
is  that  of  Joh.  Garretius  (Rotomagi,  1679.10 
Opp.  Cafliodor.  2 vol,  in  fol.)  ; but  they  de- 
ferved  and  required  fuch  an  editor  as.ihc  Mar- 
quis Scipio  MafFei,  who  thought  of  publilhing 
them  at  Verona.  The  Barbara  Eltganxa  (as 
it  is  ingenioufly  named  byTirabofchi)  is  never 
fimple,  and  feldom  perfpicuous. 

46  Procopius,  Gothic,  Li.  c.  1.  Varia- 
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lalily ; thefe  unwelcome  guefts  were  irregularly  difperfed  over  the 
face  of  Italy,  and  the  lot  of  each  Barbarian  was  adequate  to  his  birth 
and  office,  the  number  of  his  followers,  and  the  ruftic  wealth  which 
he  poffi-iled  in  Haves  and  cattle.  The  diflindlions  of  noble  and  ple- 
beian were  acknowledged”;  but  the  lands  of  every  freeman  were 
exempt  from  taxes,  and  he  enjoyed  the  incflimable  privilege  of  being 
fubject  only  to  tire  laws  of  his  country**.  Fallrion  and  even  con- 
venience, foon  perluaded  the  conquerors  to  alfutnc  the  more  elegant 
drefs  of  the  natives,  but  they  ftill  perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  their  mother- 
tongue  ; and  their  contempt  for  the  Latin  fchools  was  applauded  by 
Theodoric  himfelf,  who  gratified  their  prejudices,  or  his  own,  by  de- 
claring, that  the  child  who  had  trembled  at  a rod,  would  never  dare  to 
look  upon  a fword”.  Diftrefs  might  fonretimes  provoke  the  indigent 
Roman  to  afiume  the  ferocious  manners  which  were  infenfibly  relin- 
quifhed  by  the  rich  and  luxurious  Barbarian11:  but  thpfe  mutual  con- 
vcrlionswerc  not  encouraged  by  the  policy  of  a monarch  who  perpe- 
tuated the  feparation  of  the  Italians  and  Goths  ; referving  the  former 
for  the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  latter  for  the  fcrvice  of  war.  To  accorn- 
plifh  this  defign,  he  fludied  to  protect  his  induftrious  l'ubjc&s,  and 
to  moderate  the  violence  without  enervating  the  valour  of  his  fol- 
diers,  who  were  maintained  for  the  public  defence.  They  held 
their  lands  and  benefices  as  a military  ftipend : at  the  found  of  the. 
trumpet,  they  were  prepared  to  march  under  the  conduct  of  their 

of  the  Goths.  Their  general  ignorance  is 
not  deftroyed  by  the  exceptions  of  A mala* 
funtha,  a female,  who  might  fludy  without 
flume,  or  of  Theodatus,  wbofc  learning  pro- 
voked the  indignation  and  contempt  of  his 
countrymen. 

11  A faying  of  Theodoric  was  founded 
on  experience:  **  Romanui  mifer  imitatur 
f*  Gothum  ; et  utiiis  (d'rvtt)  Goth  us  imita- 
“ tur  Romanum.”  (bee  the  Fragment  and 
Notes  of  Valcflui,  p.  719.) 

provincial 


11  When  Theodoric  give  his  fitter  to  the 
king  of  the  Vandals,  fhe  failed  for  Africa 
with  a guard  of  1000  noble  Goths,  each  of 
whom  was  attended  by  five  armed  followers 
(Procop.  Vandal.  !.  i.  c.  8 ).  The  Gothic 
nobility  mufl  have  been  as  numerous  as 
brave. 

**  See  the  acknowledgment  of  Gothic  li- 
berty (Var.  v.  30.). 

Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  2.  The  Ro- 
man boys  learnt  the  language  (Var.  viii.  21.) 
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C v v vr vP‘  provincial  officers ; and  tlie  whole  extent  of  Italy  was  diftributed 

' « ' into  the  feveral  quarters  of  a well-regulated  camp.  The  fervice  of 

the  palace  and  of  the  frontiers  was  performed  by  choice  or  by  rota- 
tion ; and  each  extraordinary  fatigue  was  rccompenfed  by  an  cn- 
creafe  of  pay  and  occafional  donatives.  Theodoric  had  convinced 
his  brave  companions,  that  empire  muft  be  acquired  and  defended 
by  the  fame  arts.  After  his  example,  they  drove  to  excel  in  the 
ufe,  not  only  of  the  lance  and  fword,  the  inflruments  of  their  vic- 
tories, but  of  the  miffile  weapons,  which  they  were  too  much  in- 
clined to  negleft ; and  the  lively  image  of  war  was  difplayed  in 
the  daily  excrcife  and  annual  reviews  of  the  Gothic  cavalry.  A 
firm  though  gentle  difeipline  impofed  the  habits  of  modefty,  obedi- 
ence and  temperance ; and  the  Goths  were  inflrutted  to  fpare  the 
people,  to  reverence  the  laws,  to  underftand  the  duties  of  civil  fo- 
cicty,  and  to  difclaiin  the  barbarous  licence  of  judicial  combat  and 
private  revenge". 

rortipi  po-  Among  the  Barbarians  of  the  Weft,  the  victory  of  Theodoric  bail 
done.  fpread  a general  alarm.  But  as  foon  as  it  appeared  that  he  was 
fatisfied  with  conqueft:  and  defirous  of  peace,  terror  was  changed 
into  rcfpcdf,  and  they  fubmitted  to  a powerful  mediation,  which 
was  uniformly  employed  for  the  bell  purpofes  of  reconciling  tbeir 
quarrels  and  civilizing  their  manners  ”.  The  ambafl'adors  who 
reforted  to  Ravenna  from  the  mod  diftant  countries  of  Europe, 
admired  his  wifdom,  magnificence  ",  and  courtefy ; and  if  he  fome- 

31  The  view  of  the  military  cfhbliflunent  of  fiodorius  (Var.  Sii.  1,2,  3,4.  iv.  13.  v.  43, 
the  Goths  in  Italy,  is  colletted  from  the  44.),  who  gines  the  different  ftyles  of  friend- 
Epiftlcs  of  Cafliodorius  (Var.  i.  24.  40.  iii.  3.  fhip,  counfel,  expollulation,  hz. 

24.  4*.  iv.  13,  14.  v.  26,  27.  viii.  3,  4.  25.).  34  Even  of  his  table  (Var.  vi.  9.)  and  pa- 

They  arc  illuftrated  by  the  learned  Mafcou  lace  (vii.  5.),  the  admiration  c»f  Grangers  is 
(Hill,  of  the  Germans,  1.  xi.  40—44.  An-  reprefented  as  the  moll  rational  motive  to 
notation,  xiv.).  juflify  thefe  vain  cxpences,  and  to  llimulate 

n See  the  clearnefs  and  vigour  of  his  ne-  the  diligence  of  the  officers  to  whom  thole 
gociations  in  Ennodius  (p.  1607.),  and  Caf-  provinces  were  entrufled* 

times 
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times  accepted  either  (laves  or  arms,  white  horfes  or  (Irange  ani- 
mals, the  gift  of  a fun-diaJ,  a water-clock,  or  a mufician,  adrnonifhed 
even  the  princes  of  Gaul,  of  the  fuperior  art  and  induftry  of  his 
Italian  fubje&s.  His  domeftic  alliances”,  a wife,  two  daughters, 
a filler,  and  a niece,  united  the  family  of  Theodoric  with  the  kings 
of  the  Franks,  the  Burgundians,  the  Vifigotlis,  the  Vandals,  and 
the  Thuringians ; and  contributed  to  maintain  the  harmony,  or  at 
lead  the  balance  of  the  great  republic  of  the  Weft”.  It  is  difficult 
in  the  dark  forefts  of  Germany  and  Poland  to  purfue  the  emigrations 
of  the  Heruli,  a fierce  people  who  difdained  the  ufe  of  armour,  and 
who  condemned  their  widows  .and  aged  parents  not  to  furvive  the 
lofs  of  their  hufbands,  or  the  decay  of  their  ftrength”.  The  king 
of  thefe  favage  warriors  folicited  the  friendfliip  of  Theodoric,  and 
was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  his  fon,  according  to  the  Barbaric  rites 
of  a military  adoption  ”,  From  the  Chores  of  the  Baltic,  the  ALftians 
or  Livonians  laid  their  offerings  of  native  amber  ” at  the  feet  of  a 
prince,  whofe  fame  had  excited  them  to  undertake  an  unknown  and 
dangerous  journey  of  fifteen  hundred  miles.  With  the  country4*. 


31  See  the  pnblic  and  private  alliances  of 
the  Gothic  monarch,  with  the  Burgundians 
( Var.  i.  45,  46.),  with  the  Franks  (ii.  40.), 
with  the  Thuringians  (iv.  1.),  and  with  the 
Vandals  (v.  1.).  Each  of  thefe  epiftles  af- 
fords fome  curloos  knowledge  of  the  policy 
and  manners  of  the  Barbarians. 

14  His  political  fyftem  may  be  obferved  in 
Caffiodoriu*  (Var.  iv.  1.  ix.  1.),  Jornandes 
(c.  58.  p.  698,  699.).  and  the  Valefian  Frag- 
ment (p.  720,  721.).  Peace,  honourable 
peace,  was  the  conftant  aim  of  Theodoric. 

17  The  curious  reader  may  contemplate  the 
Heruliof  Procopius  (Goth.  I.  ii.e.  1 4.  ),and  the 
patient  reader  may  plunge  into  the  dark  and 
minute  researches  of  M.  dc  Buat  (Hift.  dcs 
Peuples  Anciens,  tom.  ix.  p.  34$ — 396  )* 

11  Variarum,  iv.  2.  The  fpirit  and  forms 

Vol.  IV. 


of  this  martial  inflitotion  are  noticed  by  Caf- 
iiodoriut ; bat  he  feems  to  have  only  tranflated 
the  fenriments  of  the  Gothic  king  into  the 
language  of  Roman  eloquence. 

*9  Caffiodorius,  who  quotes  Tacitos  to  the 
jEftians,  the  unlettered  favages  of  the  Baltic 
(Var.  v.  2.),  deferibes  the  amber  for  which 
their  (bores  have  ever  been  famous,  as  the 
gom  of  a tree,  hardened  by  the  fun,  and  pu- 
rified and  wafted  by  the  waves.  When  that 
lingular  fubftaoce  is  analyfed  by  the  chcmifts, 
it  yields  a vegetable  oil  and  a mineral  acid. 

40  Scanzia,  or  Thule,  is  deferibed  by  Jor- 
nandcs  (c.  3.  p.  610—613.)  and  Procopius 
(Goth.  I.  ii.  c.  15.).  Neither  the  Goth  nor 
the  Greek  had  vifited  (he  country:  both  had 
conrerfed  with  the  natives  in  their  exile  at 
Ravenna  or  Conltantinopie. 
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wars. 


from  whence  the  Gothic  nation  derived  their  origin,  he  maintained 
a frequent  and  friendly  correfpondence ; the  Italians  were  clothed 
in  the  rich  fables4'  of  Sweden ; and  one  of  its  fovereigns,  after  a 
voluntary  or  reluftant  abdication,  found  an  hofpitablc  retreat  in  the 
palace  of  Ravenna.  He  had  reigned  over  one  of  the  thirteen  po- 
pulous tribes  who  cultivated  a fmall  portion  of  the  great  iiland  or 
peninfula  of  Scandinavia,  to  which  the  vague  appellation  of  Thule 
has  been  fometimes  applied.  That  northern  region  was  peopled,  or 
had  been  explored  as  high  as  the  fixty-eighth  degree  of  latitude, 
where  the  natives  of  the  polar  circle  enjoy  and  lofe  the  prefence  of  . 
the  fun  at  each  fummer  and  winter /olft ice  during  an  equal  period 
of  forty  days4*.  The  long  night  of  his  abfence  or  death  was  the 
mournful  feafon  of  diftrefs  and  anxiety,  till  the  meffengers  who  had 
been  fent  to  the  mountain  tops,  deferied  the  firft  rays  of  returning 
light,  and  proclaimed  to  the  plain  below  the  feftival  of  his  refur- 
redion". 

The  life  of  Theodoric  reprefents  the  rare  and  meritorious  example 
of  a Barbarian,  who  fheathed  his  fword  in  the  pride  of  vidory  and 
the  vigour  of  his  age.  A reign  of  three  and  thirty  years  was  con- 


4t  Sapbfriaas  fel!a.  In  the  time  of  Jor- 
nandcs,  they  inhabited  Suet  ham,  the  proper 
Sweden  ; but  that  beautiful  race  of  animals 
has  gradually  been  driven  into  the  caAern 
parts  of  Siberia.  See  BulFon  (Hid.  Nat. 
tom.  xiii.  p.  309  — 313-  quarto  edition) ; Pen- 
nant (Syflem  of  Quadrupeds,  vol.  i.  p.  322  — 
328.);  Gmclin  (Hift.  Geo.  des  Voyages, 
lom.  xviii.  p.  257,  258.)  i and  Levefqoe 
(Hift.  de  Ruffle,  tom.  v.  p.  165,  166.  514, 
5K.). 

44  In  the  fyfteai  cr  romance  of  M.  Bailly 
(Lettres  fur  les  Sciences  ct  fur  I’Atlantidc, 
tom.  i.  p.  24 9— 2;6.  tom.  ii.  p-  1 1 4 — 139.), 
the  phoenix  of  the  Edda,  and  the  annual 
death  and  revival  of  Adonis  and  Ofiris,  are 
the  allegorical  fyra bo's  of  the  abfence  aad 


return  of  the  fun  in  the  Arftic  regions.  This 
ingenious  writer  is  a worthy  difeipte  of  the 
great  BulFon : nor  is  it  eafy  for  the  coldeft 
rcafon  to  withAand  the  magic  of  their  philo- 
fophy. 

41  Aurn  7i  0irX«T3K  n itpi  in , fayt 

Procopius.  At  prefent  a rude  Manicheifm 
(generous  enough)  prevails  among  the  Sa- 
moyedes  in  Greenland  and  in  Lapland  (Hitt, 
des  Voyages,  tom.  xviii.  p.  508,  509.  tom. 
Xur.  p.  105,  106.  52;,  528.)  ; yet,  according 
to  Grotiu»r  Samojutx  ccclom  atque  alba  ado- 
rant,  numina  baud  aliis  iniquiora  (dr  Rebus 
Belgicis,  l.iv.  p.  338.  folio  edition  ; a len- 
ience which  Tacitus  would  not  have  dis- 
owned. 

fecrated 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


19 


fecrated  to  the  duties  of  civil  government,  and  the  hoftilities  in 
which  he  was  fometimes  involved,  were  fpeedily  terminated  by  the 
conduct  of  his  lieutenants,  the  difcipline  of  his  troops,  the  arms  of 
his  allies,  and  even  by  the  terror  of  his  name.  He  reduced,  under 
a ftrong  and  regular  government,  the  unprofitable  countries  of 
Rhaetia,  Noricura,  Dalmatia,  and  Pannonia,  from  the  fource  of  the 
Danube  and  the  territory  of  the  Bavarians**,  to  the  petty  kingdom 
ere&ed  by  the  Gepidx  on  the  ruins  of  Sirmium.  His  prudence 
could  not  fafely  entrull  the  bulwark  of  Italy  to  fuch  feeble  and 
turbulent  neighbours;  and  his  juftice  might  claim  the  lands  which 
they  opprefled,  either  as  a part  of  his  kingdom,  or  as  the  inheritance 
of  his  father.  The  greatnel's  of  a fervant,  who  was  named  perfi- 
dious becaufe  he  was  fuccefsful,  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor 
Anaftafius  ; and  a war  was  kindled  on  the  Dacian  frontier,  by  the 
protection  which  the  Gothic  king,  in  the  viciflitude  of  human 
affairs,  had  granted  to  one  of  the  defeendants  of  Attila.  Sabinian, 
a general  illuftrious  by  his  own  and  father’s  merit,  advanced  at  the 
head  of  ten  thoufand  Romans  ; and  the-  provifions  and  arms  which 
filled  a long  train  of  waggons,  were  diftributed  to  the  fierceft  of  the 
Bulgarian  tribes.  But,  in  the  fields  of  Margus,  the  eaflern  powers  were 
defeated  by  the  inferior  forces  of  the  Goths  and  Huns ; the  flower, 
and  even  the  hope  of  the  Roman  armies  was  irretrievably  dcflrcyed ; 
and  fuch  was  the  temperance  with  which  Theodoric  had  infpired  his 
victorious  troops,  that  as  their  leader  had  not  given  the  fignal  of 
pillage,  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  enemy  lay  untouched  at  their  feet*’. 

44  See  the  Hift*  des  Peoples  Anciens,  &c.  4*  Sec  the  Gothic  tranfc&ion*  on  the  Da- 

tcm.  ix.  p.  255 — 273.396 — 301.  TheCount  nube  and  in  Illyricum,  in  Jornar.dcs  (c.  58. 
de  Boat  was  French  miniller  at  the  court  of  p.  69-9.)*  F.nnodiu;;  (p.  1607—1610.),  Mar- 
Bavaria  : a liberal  coriofity  prompted  his  en-  cellinus  (in  Chron.  p.  44.  47,  48.),  and  Caf- 
quiriej  into  the  antiquities  of  the  country,  ftodorius  (in  Chron.  and  Var.  iii.  23.  50. 
and  that  curioftry  was  the  germ  of  twelve  re-  iv.  13.  vii.  4.  24.  viii.  9,  10,  II.  21.  ix. 
fpc&ablc  volumes.  9.). 
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c H A P.  Exafperated  by  this  difgracc,  the  Byzantine  court  difpatched  two 

\ i hundred  fhips  and  eight  thoufand  men  to  plunder  the  fea-coaft  of 

Irrnamcnr,  Calabria  and  Apulia ; they  aflaulted  the  ancient  city  of  Tarentum, 

A D.  jog.  jnterrUptej  the  trade  and  agriculture  of  an  happy  country,  and 

failed  back  to  the  Hcllefpont,  proud  of  their  piratical  victory  over  a 
people  whom  they  ftill  prefumed  to  confider  as  their  Roman 
brethren4’.  Their  retreat  was  poflibly  haftened  by  the  adivity  of 
Theodoric  ; Italy  was  covered  by  a fleet  of  a thoufand  light  vetfcls4', 
which  he  conftruded  with  incredible  difpatch ; and  his  firm  mode- 
ration was  foon  rewarded  by  a folid  and  honourable  peace.  He 
maintained  with  a powerful  hand  the  balance  of  the  Weft,  till  it 
was  at  length  overthrown  by  the  ambition  of  Clovis ; and  although 
unable  to  afiift  his  rafh  and  unfortunate  kinfman  the  king  of  the 
Vifigoths,  he  faved  the  remains  of  his  family  and  people,  and 
checked  the  Franks  in  the  midft  of  their  vi&orious  career.  I am 
not  defirous  to  prolong  or  repeat4’  this  narrative  of  military  events, 
the  lead  interefting  of  the  reign  of  Theodoric ; and  fhall  be  content 
to  add,  that  the  Alemanni  were  proteded4’,  that  an  inroad  of  the 
Burgundians  was  leverely  chaftifed,  and  that  the  conqueft  of  Arles 
and  Marfeilles  opened  a free  communication  with  the  Vifigoths, 
who  revered  him  both  as  their  national  protector,  and  as  the  guar- 
dian of  his  grandchild,  the  infant  fon  of  Alaric;  Under  this  re- 
fpe&able  character,  the  king  of  Italy  reftored  the  prcetorian  pratfec- 

4*  I cannot  forbear  tranferibing  the  liberal  Anafbfio  Cxfari  reportarunt  (In  Chron.  p. 
and  claflic  ftyle  of  Count  Marcellinus : Ro-  48.).  See  Variar.  i.  16.  ii.  38. 
m an  us  comes  domefticorum,  et  Rufticus  comes  See  the  royal  orders  and  inftru&ions 

fcholariorum  cum  centum  armatis  navibus,  (Var.  iv.  15.  v.  16 — 20.).  Thefe  armed 
totidemque  dromoniba*,  otflo  millia  railitum  boats  Giould  be  ftill  ftnallcr  than  the  thoufand 
trmatorum  fecum  ferentibus,  ad  devailanda  veflels  of  Agamemnon  ;it  the  fiege  of  Troy. 
Jtalix  littora  proceftcrunt,  et  ufque  ad  Ta-  4*  Vol.  iii.  p.  574,-579. 
rentum  asuiquiflimam  civitatem  aggrefli  funt;  49  Ennodius  (p.  1610.)  and  Cafliodorius, 
retnenfoque  mari  inhonclhm  vi&oriam  quam  in  the  royal  name  (Var.  ii.  41.),  record  hit 
piratico  aufii  Romani  ex  Romanis  rapuerunt,  falutary  protection  of  the  Alemanni. 

ture 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


ture  of  the  Gauls,  reformed  fome  abufes  in  the  civil  government 
of  Spain,  and  accepted  the  annual  tribute  and  apparent  fubmiflion 
of  its  military  governor,  who  wifely  refufed  to  truft  his  perfon  in  the 
palace  of  Ravenna5*.  The  Gothic  fovereignty  was  eftablifhed  from 
Sicily  to  the  Danube,  from  Sirmium  or  Belgrade  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean ; and  the  Greeks  themfelves  have  acknowledged  that  Theo- 
doric  reigned  over  the  faireft  portion  of  the  weftern  empire5'. 

The  union  of  the  Goths  and  Romans  might  have  fixed  for  ages 
the  tranfient  happinefs  of  Italy ; and  the  firft  of  nations,  a new 
people  of  free  fubje&s  and  enlightened  foldiers,  might  have  gradually 
arifen  from  the  mutual  emulation  of  their  refpedive  virtues.  But 
the  fublime  merit  of  guiding  or  feconding  fuch  a revolution,  was  not 
referved  for  the  reign  of  Theodoric : he  wanted  either  the  genius 
or  the  opportunities  of  a legiflator5*;  and  while  he  indulged  the 
Goths  in  the  enjoyment  of  rude  liberty,  he  fervilely  copied  the  in- 
ftitutions,  and  even  the  abufes  of  the  political  fyllem  which  had  been 
framed  by  Conftanrine  and  his  fucceffors.  From  a tender  regard  to 
the  expiring  prejudices  of  Rome,  the  Barbarian  declined  the  name,  the 
purple,  and  the  diadem  of  the  emperors ; but  he  aflumed,  under  the 
hereditary  title  of  king,  the  whole  fubftancc  and  plenitude  of  im- 
perial prerogative H.  His  addrefles  to  the  caftern  throne  were  re— 
fpedtful  and  ambiguous ; he  celebrated  in  pompous  ftyle  the  har— 


The  Gothic  tranfa&ions  in  Gaul  and 
Spain  are  rcprcfented  with  fome  perplexity 
in  Cafliodorius  (Var.  iii.  3a.  38.  41.  43,  44. 
v-  39')*  Jornandcs  (c.  58.  p.  698,  699.),  and 
Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  12.).  I will  neither 
hear  nor  reconcile  the  long  and  con’radi&ory 
arguments  of  the  Abbe  Dubos  and  the  Count 
de  Buat,  about  the  wars  of  Burgundy. 
s*  Thcophanes,  p.  113. 

51  Procopius  affirms  that  no  laws  whatfo- 
tver  were  promulgated  by  Theodoric  and  the 


fucceeding  kings  of  Italy  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  6.). 
He  raufl  mean  in  the  Gothic  language.  A 
Latin  cdifl  of  Theodoric  is  (till  extant,  in  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four  articles. 

11  The  image  of  Theodoric  is  engraved  on 
his  coins : his  model!  fuccciTors  were  fatisfied 
with  adding  their  own  name  to  the  head  of 
the  reigning  emperor  (Muratori  Aniiquitat. 
Italia;  Medii  /E  i,  tom.  ii.  diflert.  xxvii.  p. 
577—579.  Giannone  Iftoria  Civile  di  Na- 
poli, tom.  i.  p.  166.), 

mony 


*B 

G H A P. 

XXXIX. 

1 , 


Civil  govern* 
ment  of  Italy 
according  to 
the  Roman 
laws* 


Digitized  by  Google 


22 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CKXxfx?  mony  °f  the  two  republics,  applauded  his  own  government  as  the 
— *——>  perfed  fimilitude  of  a folc  and  undivided  empire,  and  claimed  above 
the  kings  of  the  earth  the  fame  pre-eminence  which  he  modeftly 
allowed  to  the  perfon  or  rank  of  Anaftafius.  The  alliance  of  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  was  annually  declared  by  the  unanimous  choice  of 
two  confuls ; but  it  fhould  feem,  that  the  Italian  candidate  who  was 
named  by  Theodoric,  accepted  a formal  confirmation  from  the 
fovcrcign  of  Conftantinople'*.  The  Gothic  palace  of  Ravenna  re- 
fleded  the  image  of  the  court  of  Theodofius  or  Valentinian.  The 
prxtorian  praffied,  the  praefed  of  Rome,  the  quseftor,  the  mafter  of 
the  offices,  with  the  public  and  patrimonial  treafurers,  whofe  func- 
tions are  painted  in  gaudy  colours  by  the  rhetoric  of  Caffiodorius, 
{till  continued  to  ad  as  the  minifters  of  ftate.  And  the  fubordinate 
care  of  jufticc  and  the  revenue  was  delegated  to  feven  coufulars, 
three  corredors,  and  five  prefidents,  who  governed  the  fifteen  re- 
gions of  Italy,  according  to  the  principles  and  even  the  forms  of 
Roman  jurifprudence”.  The  violence  of  the  conquerors  was  abated 
or  eluded  by  the  flow  artifice  of  judicial  proceedings  ; the  civil  ad- 
miniftration,  with  its  honours  and  emoluments,  was  confined  to  the 
Italians ; and  the  people  ftill  preferved  their  drefs  and  language, 
their  laws  and  cuftoms,  their  perfonal  freedom,  and  two-thirds  of 
their  landed  property.  It  had  been  the  objed  of  Auguftus  to  con- 
ceal the  introdudion  of  monarchy ; it  was  the  policy  of  Theodoric 


84  The  alliance  of  the  emperor  and  the 
king  of  Italy  are  reprefented  by  Caftiodorius 
(Var.  i.  i.  ii.  I,  2,  3.  vi.  1.)  and  Procopius 
(Goth.  I.  ii.  c.  6.  I.  iii.  c.  21),  who  cele- 
brate the  friendlhip  of  Anaftafius  and  Theo- 
doric : but  the  figurative  ftyleof  compliment 
was  interpreted  in  a very  different  fenfe  at 
Conftantinople  and  Ravenna. 

58  To  the  xvii  provinces  of  the  Notitia, 
Paul  Warnefrid  the  deacon  (De  Rcb.  Longo- 


bard,  l.ii.c.14 — 22.)  has  fubjoined  an  xviiith, 
the  A pen  nine  (Mura  tori  Script.  Rerum  Itali- 
carum,  tom.  i.  p.  431 — 433-)-  Eutofthcfc, 
Sardinia  and  Corfica  were  pofleHed  by  the 
Vandals,  and  the  two  Rhitias,  as  well  as  the 
Cotlian  Alps,  feem  to  have  been  abandoned 
to  a military  government.  The  ftate  of  the 
four  provinces  that  now  form  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  is  laboured  by  Giannone  (tom.  i. 
p.  172.  178.)  with  patriotic  diligence. 

to 
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to  difguife  the  reign  of  a Barbarian  **.  If  his  fubje&s  were  fome- 
times  awakened  from  this  pleafing  vifion  of  a Roman  government, 
they  derived  more  fubftantial  comfort  from  the  character  of  a 
Gothic  prince,  who  had  penetration  to  difcern,  and  firmnefs  to 
purfue  his  own  and  the  public  intereft.  Theodoric  loved  the  virtues 
which  he  poflefled,  and  the  talents  of  which  he  was  deftitute.  Li- 
berius  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  praetorian  prxfeft  for  his  un- 
ffiaken  fidelity  to  the  unfortunate  caufe  of  Odoacer.  The  miniflers 
of  Theodoric,  Caffiodorius”  and  Boethius,  have  reflected  on  his  reign 
the  luftre  of  their  genius  and  learning.  More  prudent  or  more  for- 
tunate than  his  colleague,  Caffiodorius  preferved  his  own  efteem 
without  forfeiting  the  royal  favour ; and  after  palling  thirty  years 
' in  the  honours  of  the  world,  he  was  bleffed  with  an  equal  term  of 
repofe  in  the  devout  and  ftudious  Iblitude  of  Squillace. 

As  the  patron  of  the  republic,  it  was  the  intereft  and  duty  of  the 
Gothic  king  to  cultivate  the  aftedVions  of  the  fenate " and  people. 
The  nobles  of  Rome  were  flattered  by  fonorous  epithets  and  formal 
profelfions  of  refped,  which  had  been  more  juftiy  applied  to  the 
merit  and  authority  of  their  anceftors.  The  people  enjoyed,  with- 
out fear  or  danger,  the  three  bleffings  of  a capital,  order,  plenty,  and 
public  amul'ements.  A vifible  diminution  of  their  numbers  may  be 


,e  See  the  Gothic  hi/lorv  of  Procopius  (1.  i. 
C.  i.  I.  ii.  c.  6 ),  the  Epiillcs  of  Caffiotloriu* 
(pnfltm,  but  especially  the  \ th  and  vith  book?, 
which  contain  the  fermvl <*,  or  patents  of  of- 
fices), and  the  Civil  Hiitory  of  Giannone 
(com.  i.  I.  ii,  iii.).  The  Gothic  count? , 
which  he  places  in  every  Italian  city,  are  an- 
nihilated, however,  by  Mafic i (Verona  Illuf- 
uata,  P.  i.  1.  viii.  p.  227.) ; for  thofe  of 
Syracofe  and  Naples  (Var.  vi.  22,  23.)  were 
fpccul  and  temporary  com  mi  Con*. 

57  Two  Italians  of  the  name  of  Caffiodo- 
I 1 


rius,  the  father  (Var.  i.  24.  40.)  and  the  fon 
j(ix.  24,  25.),  were  fticceffivcly  employed  in 
the  adminiflration  of  Theodoric.  The  fon 
was  born  in  the  year  479  : his  various  epiftlcs 
as  cjuxtlor,  mailer  of  the  offices,  and  prxtorian 
prrefefl,  extend  from  509  to  539,  and  ho 
lived  as  a monk  about  thirty  years  (Tirabofchi 
Storia  della  Letteratura  fialiana,  tom.  iii.  p. 
7 — 24.  Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Lat.  Med.  i£vi, 
tom.  i.  p.  357,  35?.  edit.  Manfi.). 

5*  See  his  regard  for  the  fenate  in  Cochlteua 
(Vit.  Thcod.  viii.  p.  72  — 80  ). 
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CXXxfxP  ^oun^  cvcn  *n  *ke  mca*"ure  of  liberality  ” ; yet  Apulia,  Calabria, 
v— v — _/  and  Sicily,  poured  their  tribute  of  corn  into  the  granaries  of  Rome  $ 
an  allowance  of  bread  and  meat  was  diftributed  to  the  indigent 
citizens  ; and  every  office  was  deemed  honourable  which  was  con- 
fecrated  to  the  care  of  their  health  and  happinefs.  The  public  games, 
fuch  as  a Greek  ambaflador  might  politely  applaud,  exhibited  a faint 
and  feeble  copy  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Ctefars : yet  the  mufical, 
the  gymnaftic,  and  the  pantomime  arts,  had  not  totally  funk  in  ob- 
livion ; the  wild  beafts  of  Africa  ftill  exercifed  in  the  amphitheatre 
the  courage  and  dexterity  of  the  hunters ; and  the  indulgent  Goth 
cither  patiently  tolerated  or  gently  re  ft  raided  the  blue  and  green 
fadtions,  whofe  contefts  fo  often  filled  the  circus  with  clamour,  and 
VifitofThe-  even  with  blood".  In  the  feventh  year  of  his  peaceful  reign,  Theo- 
A. D.’joo.  done  vifited  the  old  capital  of  the  world;  the  fenate  and  people 
advanced  in  folemn  proceffion  to  falute  a fecond  Trajan,  a new  Va- 
lentinian,  and  he  nobly  fupported  that  character  by  the  aflurance  of  a 
juft  aud  legal  government in  a difeourfe  which  he  was  not’ afraid  to 
pronounce  in  public,  and  to  inferibe  on  a tablet  of  brafs.  Rome,  in 
this  auguft  ceremony,  fliot  a laft  ray  of  declining  glory ; and  a faint, 
the  fpeftator  of  this  pompous  feene,  could  only  hope  in  his  pious 
fancy,  that  it  was  excelled  by  the  celeftial  Iplendor  of  the  New 
Jerufalem".  During  a refidence  of  fix  months,  the  fame,  the  per- 
fou,  and  the  courteous  demeanour  of  the  Gothic  king  excited  the 


11  No  more  than  120,000  mtJii,  or  four 
thoufand  quarters  (Anonym.  Valefian,  p.721. 
and  Var.  i.  3;.  vi.  18.  xi.  5.  39.). 

*°  See  his  regard  and  indulgence  Tor  the 
fpeflacles  of  the  circus,  the  amphitheatre,  and 
the  theatre,  in  the  Chronicle  and  EpiAles  of 
CaEodorius  (Var.  i.  20.  27.  30,  31, 32.  sis. 
51.  iv.  51.  illuArated  by  the  xivth  Annota- 
tion of  Mafcoa’s  HiAory),  who  has  contrived 

i 


to  fprinkle  the  fubjeft  with  oAentatious, 
though  agreeable  learning. 

•*  Anonym.  Valef.  p.721.  Marius  Aveit- 
ticenfis  in  Chron.  In  the  fcale  of  public  and 
perfonal  merit,  the  Gothic  conqueror  is  at 
leaA  as  much  airvt  Valcndnian,  as  he  may 
feem  inftrirr  to  Trajan. 

“ Vit.  Fulgentii  in  Baron.  Anna).  Ecclef. 
A.D.  500.  N°  10. 
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Admiration  of  the  Romans,  and  he  contemplated,  with  equal  curio-  Cxx  X''XP‘ 

fity  and  furprife,  the  monuments  that  remained  of  their  ancient  u — . — -» 

greatnefs.  He  imprinted  the  footfteps  of  a conqueror  on  the  Ca- 

pitoline  hill,  and  frankly  confeflTed  that  each  day  he  viewed  with 

frefh  wonder  the  forum  of  Trajan  and  his  lofty  column.  The 

theatre  of  Pompey  appeared,  even  in  its  decay,  as  a huge  mountain 

artificially  hollowed  and  polUhed,  and  adorned  by  human  induflry ; 

and  he  vaguely  computed,  that  a river  of  gold  niuft  have  been 

drained  to  eredt  the  coloflal  amphitheatre  of  Titus”.  From  the 

mouths  of  fourteen  aquedudts,  a pure  and  copious  ft  ream  was  dif- 

fufed  into  every  part  of  the  city ; among  thefe  the  Claudian  water,  r 

which  arofe  at  the  diftance  of  thirty-eight  miles  in  the  Sabine 

mountains,  was  conveyed  along  a gentle  though  conftant  declivity 

of  folid  arches,  till  it  defeended  on  the  fummit  of  the  Aventinc  hill. 

The  long  and  fpacious  vaults  which  had  been  conftrudted  for  the 
purpofe  of  common  fevvers,  fubfifted,  after  twelve  centuries,  in  their 
priftine  ftrength  ; and  thefe  fubterraneous  channels  have  been  pre- 
ferred to  all  the  vifible  wonders  of  Rome”.  The  Gothic  kings,  fo 
injurioufly  accufed  of  the  ruin  of  antiquity,  were  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  the  monuments  of  the  nation  whom  they  had  fubdued 
The  royal  edifts  were  framed  to  prevent  the  abufes,  the  ncglcd,  or 
the  depredations  of  the  citizens  thcmfelves  ; and  a profefled  architect, 
the  annual  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold,  twenty-five  thou- 

61  Caffiodorius  describes  in  his  pompous  64  For  the  aquedtifls  and  cloacx,  fee  Stra- 
ftyle  the  forum  of  Trajan  (Var.  vii.  6.),  the  bo  (Iv.  p.  360.),  Pliny  (Hid.  Nat.  xxxvi. 
theatre  of  Marcellus  (iv.  $1.),  and  the  am-  24. ),  Cafiiodorius  (Var.  iii.  30,  31.  vi.  6.), 
phicheatre  of  Titus  (v.  42.) ; and  his  deferip-  Procopius  (Goth,  1.  i.  c.  19.),  anti  Nardini 
tions  are  not  unworthy  of  the  reader’s  perufal.  (Roma  Antica,  p.514—522).  How  fuch 
According  to  the  modern  prices,  the  Abbe  works  could  be  executed  Ly  a king  oi  Rome, 

Baribelemy  computes  that  the  brickwork  is  yet  a problem. 

and  mafonry  of  the  Colifcum  would  now  coft  For  the  Gothic  care  of  the  building* 

twenty  millions  of  French  Hercs  (Mem.  dc  and  ftatues,  fee  Cafiiodorius  (Var.  i.  21.  25. 
j’Academie  des  Inscriptions,  tom.  xxviii.  p.  ii.  34.  iv.  30.  vii.  6.  13.  15.),  and  the  V*ic- 
585,  586.).  How  fmail  a part  of  that  flu-  fun  Fragment  (p.  721.). 
pendous  fabric  ? 

Vol.  IV.  E land 
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fand  tiles,  and  the  receipt  of  cufloms  from  the  Lucrine  port,  were 
affigncd  for  the  ordinary  i epairs  of  the  walls  and  public  edifices. 
A lituilar  care  was  extended  to  the  ftatues  of  metal  or  tuarhle  of  men 
or  animals.  The  fpirit  of  the  horfes,  which  have  given  a modern 
name  to  the  Quirinal,  was  applauded  by  the  Barbarians”;  the  brazen 
elephants  of  the  Via  facra  were  diligently  reftored6’;  the  famous 
heifer  of  Myron  deceived  the  cattle,  as  they  were  driven  through 
the  forum  of  peace” ; and  an  officer  was  created  to  protect  thofe 
works  of  art,  which  Theodoric  confidered  as  the  nobleft  ornament 
of  his  kingdom. 

Alter  the  example  of  the  laft  emperors,  Theodoric  preferred  the 
refidencc  of  Ravenna,  where  he  cultivated  an  orchard  with  his  own 
hands  **.  As  often  as  the  peace  of  his  kingdom  was  threatened  (for 
it  was  never  invaded)  by  the  Barbarians,  he  removed  his  court  to 
Verona on  the  northern  frontier,  and  the  image  of  his  palace, 
ftill  extant,  on  a coin,  reprefents  the  oldeft  and  moll  authentic 
model  of  Gothic  architecture.  Thefe  two  capitals,  as  well  as  Pavia, 
Spoleto,  Naples,  and  the  reft  of  the  Italian  cities,  acquired  under  his 
reign  the  ufeful  or  fplendid  decorations  of  churches,  aquedudts, 
baths,  porticoes,  and  palaces7'.  But  the  happinefs  of  the  fubject  was 


M Var.  vii*  15.  Thefe  horfes  of  Moote- 
Cavallo,  had  been  t ran  (ported  from  Alexan- 
dria to  the  baths  of  Conllantine  (Nardini, 
p.  188  ).  Their  fculpture  is  difdained  by 
the  Abbe  Dubos  (Reflexions  fur  la  Poefie  et 
fur  la  Peinture,  tom.  i.  feftion  39.)*  and  ad- 
mired by  Winckelman  (llift.  de  PArt.  torn.  ii. 
p.  159.). 

67  Var.  x.  10.  They  were  probably  a 
fragment  of  fome  triumphal  car  (Cuper  de 
Elephantis,  ii.  10.). 

M Procopius  (Goth.  l.iv.  c.  si»)  relates  a 
foolilh  (lory  of  Myron’s  cow,  which  is  celebrat- 
ed by  thefalfewicof  thirty-fix  Greek  epigrams 
(Antholog.  I.  \v.  p.  30a — 306.  edit.  Hen. 
Sicph.  Aufon.  Epigram,  lviii — Lxviii. } . 


**  See  an  epigram  of  Ennodius  (ii.  3. 
p.  1893,  1894.)  on  this  garden  and  the 
royal  gardener. 

70  His  affcflion  for  that  city  is  proved  by 
the  epithet  of  ••  Verona  toa,”  and  the  legend 
of  the  hero  ; under  the  barbarous  name  of 
Dietrich  of  Bern  (Peringfciold  ad  Cochloeum, 
p.  240.),  Maffei  traces  him  with  knowledge 
and  pleafure  in  his  native  country  (1.  ix. 
p.  130—236.). 

71  Sec  Maffei  (Verona  Uluftrata,  Part  i. 
p.  231, 232.  308,  Sec.).  He  imputes  Gothic 
architecture,  like  the  corruption  oflanguage, 
writing,  Stc.  not  to  the  Barbarians,  but  to  the 
Italians  thentfelves.  Compare  his  fentimenta 
with  thofe  of  Tirabofchi  (tom.  iu.  p.  61.). 

more 
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more  truly  confpicuous  in  the  buly  fcene  of  l.tbour  mid  luxury,  in  c H A p. 
the  rapid  encreafe  and  bold  enjoyment  of  national  wealth.  From  - — . — .r 
the  fhades  of  Tibur  and  Pnenefte,  the  Roman  fenators  fiill  retired  in 
the  winter-feafon  to  the  warm  fun,  and  falubrious  fprings  of  Baix  ; 
and  their  villas,  which  advanced  on  folid  moles  into  the  bay  of 
Naples  commanded  the  various  profpeft  of  the  fky,  the  earth, 
and  the  water.  On  the  eaftem  fide  of  the  Hadriatic,  a new  Cam- 
pania was  formed  in  the  fair  and  fruitful  province  of  Iftria,  which 
communicated  with  the  palace  of  Ravenna  by  an  eafy  navigation  of 
one  hundred  miles.  The  rich  productions  of  Lucania  and  the  ad- 
jacent provinces  were  exchanged  at  the  Marcilian  fountain,  in  a 
populous  fair  annually  dedicated  to  trade,  intemperance,  and  fuper- 
ftition.  In  the  folitude  of  Comum,  which  had  once  been  animated 
by  the  mild  genius  of  Pliny,  a tranfparent  bafon  above  fixty  miles 
in  length  ftill  reflected  the  rural  feats  which  encompaflcd  the  margin 
of  the  Larian  lake  ; and  the  gradual  afeent  of  the  hills  was  covered 
by  a triple  plantation  of  olives  of  vines  and  of  chefnut  trees’*.  Agri- 
culture revived  under  the  fhadow  of  peace,  and  the  number  of  huf- 
bandmen  was  multiplied  by  the  redemption  of  captives”.  The 
iron  mines  of  Dalmatia,  a gold  mine  in  Bruttium,  were  carefully 
explored,  and  the  Pomptine  marlhes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Spoleto, 
were  drained  and  cultivated  by  private  undertakers,  whofe  diftant 
reward  muft  depend  on  the  continuance  of  the  public  profperity 

When- 


7*  The  villas,  climate,  and  landfkip  of 
Baix  (Var.  ix.  6.  See  Clover.  Italia  Antiq. 
1.  iv.  c.  2.  p.  1119,  Scc.)f  Illria  (Var.  xii.  22. 
26.),  and  Comum  (Var.  xi.  14.  compare 
with  Pliny’s  two  villas,  ix.  7.),  are  agreeably 
painted  in  the  Epirtles  of  Cafliodorios, 

73  In  Ligorii  numerofa  agricolarum  pro- 
genies (Ennodias,  p.  167S,  1679,  i63o.)* 
St.  Epiphanius  of  Pavia  redeemed  by  prayer 
erranfom  6000  captives  from  the  Burgun- 


dians of  Lyons  and  Savoy.  Such  deeds  are 
the  bell  of  miracles. 

74  The  political  oeronomy  of  Theodortc 
(fee  Anonym.  Valef.  p,  721.  and  Caffiodo- 
rius,  in  Chron. ) may  be  diftin&ly  traced 
under  the  following  heads:  iron  mine  (Var. 
iii.  23.)  ; gold  mine  (ix.  3.);  Pomptine 
marlhes  (ii.  32,  33.).  Spoleto  (ii.  21.); 
corn  (i.  34.  x.  27.28.  xi.  11,  ta.);  trade 
(vi.  7.  vii.  9.  23.) ; fair  of  Leucothoe  or 

St. 
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Whenever  the  feafons  were  lefs  propitious,  the  doubtful  precautions 
of  forming  magazines  of  corn,  fixing  the  price,  and  prohibiting  the 
exportation,  attefted  at  lead  the  benevolence  of  the  ftate  ; but  fuch 
was  the  extraordinary  plenty  which  an  induftrious  people  produced 
from  a grateful  foil,  that  a gallon  of  wine  was  fometimes  fold  in 
Italy  for  lefs  than  three  farthings,  and  a quarter  of  wheat  at  about 
five  {hillings  and  fixpencc”.  A country  poffcffed  of  fo  many  va- 
luable obje£is  of  exchange,  foon  attracted  the  merchants  of  the  world 
whofe  beneficial  traffic  was  encouraged  and  protected  by  the  liberal 
fpirit  of  Theodoric.  The  free  intcrcourfe  of  the  provinces  by  land 
and  water  was  reftored  and  extended ; the  city  gates  were  never 
{hut  cither  by  day  or  by  night ; and  the  common  faying,  that  a purfc 
of  gold  might  be  fafely  left  in  the  fields,  was  expreffive  of  the  con- 
feious  fecurity  of  the  inhabitants’*. 

A difference  of  religion  is  always  pernicious  and  often  fatal  to 
the  harmony  of  the  prince  and  people ; the  Gothic  conqueror  had 
been  educated  in  the  profeffion  of  Arianifin,  and  Italy  was  devoutly 
attached  to  the  Nicene  faith.  But  the  perfuafion  of  Theodoric  was 
not  infeded  by  zeal,  and  he  pioufly  adhered  to  the  herefy  of  his 
fathers,  without  condefcending  to  balance  the  fubtile  arguments  of 
theological  metaphyfics.  Satisfied  with  the  private  toleration  of  his 
Arian  fe&aries,  he  juflly  conceived  himfelf  to  be  the  guardian  of 
the  public  worfhip,  and  his  external  reverence  for  a fuperftition 
which  he  defpifed,  may  have  nourilhed  in  his  mind  the  falutary 
indifference  of  a Aatefman  or  philofophcr.  The  Catholics  of  his 
dominions  acknowledged,  perhaps  with  reluctance,  the  peace  of  the 


St.  Cyprian  in  Locania  (viii.  33.);  plenty 
(xii.  4.)  ; the  curfus,  or  public  poll  (i.  rcj. 
ii.  31.  iv.  47.  v.  5.  vi.  6.  vii.  33.) ; the  Fla- 
minian  way  (xii.  18.). 

LX  moJii  tritici  in  folidum  ipfius  tem- 
pore fuerunt,  ct  vinum  xxx  amphora*  in  fo- 
lidum  (Fragment  Valcf.).  Corn  was  dirtri- 


buted  from  the 'granaries  at  xv  or  xxv  modii 
for  a piece  of  gold,  and  the  price  was  full 
moderate. 

See  the  life  of  St.  Cxfarius  in  Baronies 
(A.  D.  508.  N*  (X,  13,  14  ).  The  king 
prcfcnted  him  with  300  gold  folidi,  and  a 
difeus  of  ftlver  of  the  weight  of  fixty  pounds. 

' church  j 
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church  ; their  clergv,  according  to  the  degrees  of  rank  or  merit,  were  C_,H  * p- 

honourably  entertained  in  the  palace  of  Thcodoric ; he  efteemed  the  1 , • 

living  fanftity  of  Ccefarius  ” and  Epiphanius  the  orthodox  bifhops 
of  Arles  and  Pavia ; and  prefented  a decent  offering  on  the  tomb  of 
St.  Peter,  without  any  fcrupulous  enquiry  into  the  creed  of  the 
apoftle".  His  favourite  Goths,  and  even  his  mother,  were  per- 
mitted to  retain  or  embrace  the  Athanafian  faith,  and  his  long  reign 
could  not  afford  the  example  of  an  Italian  Catholic,  who,  either  from 
choice  or  compulfion,  had  deviated  into  the  religion  of  the  conqueror‘s 
The  people,  and  the  Barbarians  themfelves,  were  edified  by  the  pomp 
and  order  of  religious  worfhip ; the  magiftrates  were  inflrucled  to 
defend  the  juft  immunities  of  ecclefiaftical  perfons  and  poffeflions ; 
the  bilhops  held  their  fynods,  the  metropolitans  exercifed  their 
jurifdiftion,  and  the  privileges  of  fanfluary  were  maintained  or  mo- 
derated according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Roman  jurifprudencc.  With  the 
proteftion,  Theodoric  affumed  the  legal  fupremacy,  of  the  church  ; 
and  his  firm  adminiftration  reftored  or  extended  fome  ufeful  prero- 
gatives which  had  been  neglefted  by  the  feeble  emperors  of  the 
Weft.  He  .was  not  ignorant  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
Roman  pontiff,  to  whom  the  venerable  name  of  Pope  was  now  ap- 
propriated. The  peace  or  the  revolt  of  Italy  might  depend  on  the  cha- 

17  Ennodius  in  Vit.  St.  Epiphanii,  in  Sir- 
mond  Op.  tom.  i.  p.  1672 — 1690.  Theo- 
doric bellowed  fome  important  favours  on  this 
bifhep,  whom  he  ufed  as  a counsellor  in  peace 
and  war. 

7*  Devotiflimus  ac  ft  Catholicas  (Anonym. 

Valef.  p.  720.) ; yet  his  offering  was  no  more 
than  two  111 ver  candlefticks  ( ctrvjlrata ) of  the 
weight  of  feventy  pounds,  far  inferior  to  the 
gold  and  gems  of  Conftantinople  and  France 
(AnafUfius  in  Vit.  Pont,  in  Hortnifda,  p.  34. 
edit.  Paris). 

79  The  tolerating  fyftcro  of  his  reign  (En- 
nodius, p.  1612.  Anonym.  Valef.  p.  719. 


Procop.  Goth.  1.  S.  c.  1.  1.  ii.  c.  6.)  may  be 
iludied  in  the  Epiftlcs  of  Cafliodorius,  under 
the  following  heads  : bijktfs  (Var.  i.  9.  viii. 
(5.24.  21.23.)  * imNittnitics  (i.  26.  ii.  29.30.); 
church  lands  (i?.  1 7.  20.)  ; fanSluarits  (ii.  11. 
iii.  47.);  church  plate  (xii.  20.);  discipline 
(iv.  44.)  ; which  prove  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  was  the  head  of  the  church  as  well  as  of 
the  llatc. 

We  may  reject  a foolilh  tale  of  his  be- 
heading a Catholic  deacon  who  turned  Arian 
(Theodor.  I.eflor.  N°  17.).  Why  is  Thco- 
doric furnamed  Jftrf  From  Vafcrt  (Valef. 
ad  loc.)  A light  conjctture. 

9 rafter 
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C .A.p'  raOer  of  a wealthy  and  popular  bifhop,  who  claimed  fuch  ample 

c-  . dominion  both  in  heaven  and  earth  ; who  had  been  declared  in  a 

numerous  fynod  to  be  pure  from  all  fin,  and  exempt  from  all  judg- 
ment". When  at  his  fummons  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  was  difputed 
by  Symmachus  and  Laurence,  they  appeared  before  the  tribunal  of 
an  Arian  monarch,  and  he  confirmed  the  elc&ion  of  the  moll 
worthy  or  the  meft  obfequious  candidate.  At  the  end  of  his  life, 
in  a moment  of  jealoufy  and  refentment,  he  prevented  the  choice 
of  the  Romans,  by  nominating  a pope  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna. 
The  danger  and  furious  contefts  of  a fchifm  were  mildly  reftrained, 
and  the  laft  decree  of  the  fenate  was  ena&ed  to  extinguifh,  if  it 
were  poflible,  the  fcandalous  venality  of  the  papal  elections'*. 

Vicei  of  his  I have  defcanted  wtith  pleafure  on  the  fortunate  condition  of  Italy; 
government.  our  fancy  muft  not  haftily  conceive  that  the  golden  age  of  the 
poets,  a race  of  men  without  vice  or  mifery,  was  rcalifed  under  the 
Gothic  conqucft.  The  fair  profpedt  was  fometimes  overcaft  with 
clouds  ; the  wifdom  of  Theodoric  might  be  deceived,  his  power 
might  be  refilled,  and  the  declining  age  of  the  monarch  was  fullied 
with  popular  hatred  and  patrician  blood.  In  the  firft  infolencc  of 
victory,  he  had  been  tempted  to  deprive  the  whole  party  of  Odoacer 
of  the  civil  and  even  the  natural  rights  of  fociety  " ; a tax  unfeafon- 
ably  impofed  after  the  calamities  of  war,  would  have  cruflied  the 
riling  agriculture  of  Liguria ; a rigid  pre-emption  of  corn,  which 
was  intended  for  the  public  relief,  mull  have  aggravated  the  dillrcfs 

*•  Ennodioj,  p.  i6si,  i6tj.  l6}6.  1638.  with  «n  angry  growl,  this  Gothic  ofiirpstion. 
Hi*  libtll  was  approved  and  regiftcred  (fy  no-  11  He  di  fa  bled  them— « licentia  teftandi ; 

daliter)  by  a Roman  council  (Baronius,  A.  D.  and  all  Italy  mourned—  lamentabili  juHitio. 
503.  N°  6.  Francifcus  Pagi  in  Brcvur.  Pont.  I wiili  to  believe  that  thefc  penalties  were 
Rom.  tom.  i.  p.  242.).  enacted  againll  the  rebels,  who  had  violated 

**  See  Ca/liodorius  ( Var.  viii.  15.  \x.  15,  their  oath  of  allegiance;  but  the  teftimony 
t6.),  Anaftaftus  (in  Symmacho,  p.  31.),  and  of  Ennodius  (p.  1675—1678.)  is  the  more 
the  xviith  Annotation  of  Mafcou.  Bnronius,  weighty,  as  he  lived  tad  died  under  the 
Fagi,  and  moil  of  the  Catholic  do&on,  coo fefi,  reign  of  Theodoric. 
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of  Campania.  Thefe  dangerous  proje&s  were  defeated  by  the  virtue 
and  eloquence  of  Epiphanius  and  Boethius,  who,  in  the  prefence 
of  Theodoric  himfelf,  fuccefsfully  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  people*4: 
but  if  the  royal  ear  was  open  to  the  voice  of  truth,  a faint  and  a 
philofopher  are  not  always  to  be  found  at  the  ear  of  kings.  The 
privileges  of  rank,  or  office,  or  favour,  were  too  frequently  ahufed  hy 
Italian  fraud  and  Gothic  violence,  and  the  avarice  of  the  king’s 
nephew  was  publicly  expofed,  at  tint  by  the  ul'urpation,  and  after- 
wards by  the  rtllitution  of  the  eftates  which  he  had  unjuftly  extorted 
from  his  Tufean  neighbours.  Two  hundred  thoufand  Barbarians, 
formidable  even  to  their  mailer,  were  feated  in  the  heart  of  Italy  ; 
they  indignantly  lupported  the  rellraints  of  peace  and  difeipline  ; the 
d furders  of  their  march  were  always  felt  and  fometimes  compen- 
fated  j and  where  it  was  dangerous  to  purulh,  it  might  he  prudent 
to  ditTcmble,  the  fallies  of  their  native  fiercenefs.  When  the  indul- 
gence of  Theodoric  had  remitted  two  thirds  of  the  Ligurian  tribute, 
he  coudefeendcd  to  explain  the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,  and  to 
lament  the  heavy  though  inevitable  burthens  which  he  impofed  on 
his  fubjeds  for  their  own  defence  Thefe  ungrateful  fubjefts 
could  never  be  cordially  reconciled  to  the  origin,  the  religion,  or 
even  the  virtues  of  the  Gothic  conqueror  ; pall  calamities  were  for- 
gotten, and  the  fenfe  or  fufpidon  of  injuries  was  rendered  Hill  more 
exquilitc  hy  the  prefent  felicity  of  the  times. 

Even  the  religious  toleration  which  Theodoric  had  the  glory  of 
introducing  into  the  Chrillian  world,  was  painful  and  offenlive  to  the 
orthodox  zeal  of  the  Italians.  They  refpedled  the  armed  hcrefy 
of  the  Goths ; but  their  pious  rage  was  fafely  pointed  againll  the 

u Ennodius,  in  Vit.  Epiphan.  p.  1689, 

1690.  Boethius  deConfolationc  Philofophix, 

J.  i.  prof.  iv.  p.  45,  46,  47.  Refpcft,  but 
weigh  the  paffions  of  the  faint  and  the  fena* 
tor;  and  fortify  or  alleviate  their  complaints 
8 


by  the  various  hints  of  Ceiliodorius  (ii.  8. 

iv.  36.  viii.  5.). 

**  Immanium  expenfarum  pond  us.  . . pro 
ipforum  lalutc,  be.  j jet  thefe  are  no  more 
than  words. 
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rich  and  dcfencelefs  Jews,  who  had  formed  their  eftablifhments  at 
Naples,  Rome,  Ravenna,  Milan,  and  Genoa,  for  the  benefit  of 
trade,  and  under  the  fauflion  of  the  laws ,6.  Their  perfons  were 
infultcd,  their  eflfe&s  were  pillaged,  and  their  fynagogues  were 
burntvby  the  mad  populace  of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  inflamed,  as  it 
fliould  feent,  by  the  moll  frivolous  or  extravagant  pretences.  The 
government  which  could  neglect,  would  have  deferved  fuch  an 
outrage.  A legal  enquiry  was  inftantly  directed ; and  as  the  authors 
of  the  tumult  had  efcaped  in  the  crowd,  the  whole  community  was 
condemned  to  repair  the  damage  ; and  the  obllinate  bigots  who  re-  ' 
fufed  their  contributions,  were  whipped  through  the  llreets  by  the 
hand  of  the  executioner.  This  fimple  ad  of  jufticc  exafperated  the 
difeontent  of  the  Catholics,  who  applauded  the  merit  and  patience 
of  thefe  holy  confelfors ; three  hundred  pulpits  deplored  the  per- 
fection of  the  church,  and  if  the  chapel  of  St.  Stephen  at  Verona 
was  demolifhed  by  the  command  of  Thcodoric,  it  is  probable  that 
forae  miracle  hoftile  to  his  name  and  dignity  had  been  performed 
on  that  facred  theatre.  At  the  clofe  of  a glorious  life,  the  king  of 
Italy  difeovered  that'  he  had  excited  the  hatred  of  a people  whofe 
happinefs  he  had  fo  afliduoufly  laboured  to  promote;  and  his  mind  was 
foured  by  indignation,  jealoufy,  and  the  bitternefs  of  unrequited 
love.  The  Gothic  conqueror  condefcended  to  difarm  the  unwar- 
likc  natives  of  Italy,  interdicting  all  weapons  of  offence,  and  ex- 
cepting only  a fmall  knife  for  doineftic  ufe.  The  deliverer  of  Rome 
was  accufed  of  confpiring  with  the  vilefk  informers  againft  the  lives 
of  fenators  whom  he  fufpeCtcd  of  a fecret  and  trcafonable  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  Byzantine  court ,7.  After  the  death  of  Anaftafius, 

*•  The  Jews  were  fettled  at  Naples  (Pro-  17  Rex  avidus  communis  exit.ii.  Sec.  (Boc- 
copius,  Goth.  1.  i.  C.  8.),  at  Genoa  ( Var.  ii.  thius,  1.  i.  p.  59.) : rex  dolum  Romanis  ten- 
28.  itr.  33.),  (v*  37*)»  R°me  (iv.  43.).  debsu  (Anonym.  Valef.  p.  723.).  Thefe  arc 

See  likewife  Bafnage,  Hill,  tics  Juifs,  torn,  hard  words : they  fpcak  the  pafiions  of  the  Ita- 
viii.  c.  7.  p.  254.  lidos,  and  thofe  (1  fear)  of  Thcodoric  hisnfelf. 
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the  diadem  had  been  placed  on  the  head  of  a feeble  old  man  ; but 
the  powers  of  government  were  a ffumed  by  his  nephew  Juftinian, 
who  already  meditated  the  extirpation  of  hcrefy,  and  the  conqueft 
of  Italy  and  Africa.  A rigorous  law  which  was  publilhed  at  Con- 
ftanrinople,  to  reduce  the  Arians  by  the  dread  of  punilhment  within 
the  pale  of  the  church,  awakened  the  juft  refentment  of  Thcodoric, 
who  claimed  for  his  diftreffed  brethren  of  the  Eaft,  the  fame  indul- 
gence which  he  had  fo  long  granted  to  the  Catholics  of  his  domi- 
nions. At  his  ftem  command,  the  Roman  pontiff,  with  four  illuf- 
trious  fenators,  embarked  on  an  embaffy,  of  which  he  muft  have 
alike  dreaded  the  failure  or  the  fuccefs.  The  fingular  veneration 
(hewn  to  the  firft  pope  who  had  vifited  Conftantinople  was  punifticd 
as  a crime  by  his  jealous  monarch;  the  artful  or  peremptory  refufal 
of  the  Byzantine  court  might  excufe  an  equal,  and  would  provoke 
a larger,  meafure  of  retaliation  ; and  a mandate  was  prepared  in  Italy 
to  prohibit,  after  a dated  day,  the  cxercife  of  the  Catholic  worfhip.  By 
the  bigotry  of  his  fubje&s  and  enemies,  the  moft  tolerant  of  princes 
was  driven  to  the  brink  of  perfecution ; and  the  life  of  Thcodoric 
was  too  long,  fince  he  lived  to  condemn  the  virtue  of  Boethius  and 
Symmachus”. 

The  fenator  Boethius*’  is  the  laft  of  the  Romans  whom  Cato 
or  Tully  could  have  acknowledged  for  their  countryman.  As  a 
wealthy  orphan,  he  inherited  the  patrimony  and  honours  of  the 

*•  I have  laboured  to  extraft  a rational  of  the  two  Pagi’s,  the  unde  and  the  nephew, 
narrative  from  the  dark,  concife,  and  various  *9  Lc  Clerc  has  compofcd  a critical  and 
hints  of  the  Valelian  Fragment  (p.  722,  723,  philofophical  life  of  Anicius  Manlius  Seve- 
724.),  Thcophanes  (p.  145.)*  Anallaftus  (in  rinus  Boctius  (Bibliot.  Choifie,  tom.  xvi ♦ 
Johanne,  p.  35.)*  and  the  Hill.  Mifcelta  p.  16S — 275.);  and  both  Tirabofchi  (tom. 
(p.  103.  edit.  Muratori).  A gentle  preflure  iii.)  and  Fabriciua  (Bibliot.  Latin.)  may 
and  paraphrafe  of  their  words,  is  no  vio>  be  ufefully  confuhed.  The  date  of  his  birth 
lencc.  Confult  likewife  Muratori  (Annali  may  be  placed  about  the  year  470,  and  his 
d’ltalia,  tom.  iv.  p.  471 — 478.),  with  the  death  in  524,  in  a premature  old  age  (Con- 
Annals  and  Breviary  (tom.  i.  259  — 263.)  fol.  Phil.  Metrics,  i.  p.  5.), 
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Anician  family,  a name  ambitioufly  affumed  by  the  kings  and  em- 
perors of  the  age ; and  the  appellation  of  Manlius  afl'erted  his 
genuine  or  fabulous  defcent  from  a race  of  confuls  and  dictators, 
who  had  repulfed  the  Gauls  from  the  Capitol,  and  facrificed  their 
foils  to  the  difcipline  of  the  republic.  In  the  youth  of  Boethius,  the 
Rudies  of  Rome  were  not  totally  abandoned  ; a Virgil*0  is  now  ex- 
tant, corrected  by  the  hand  of  a conful  j and  the  profeflors  of  gram- 
mar, rhetoric,  and  jurifprudence,  were  maintained  in  their  privileges 
and  penlions,  by  the  liberality  of  the  Goths.  But  the  erudition  of 
the  Latin  language  was  infullicient  to  fatiate  his  ardent  curiofity  ; 
and  Boethius  is  faid  to  have  employed  eighteen  laborious  years  in 
the  fchools  of  Athens’1,  which  were  fupported  by  the  zeal,  the 
learning,  and  the  diligence  of  Proclus  and  his  difciples.  The  rea- 
fon  and  piety  of  their  Roman  pupil  were  fortunately  faved  from  the 
contagion  of  myftery  and  magic,  which  polluted  the  groves  of  the 
academy  ; but  he  imbibed  the  fplrit,  and  imitated  the  method  of  his 
dead  and  living  mailers,  who  attempted  to  reconcile  the  llrong  and 
fubtlc  fenfe  of  Ariflotle  with  the  devout  contemplation  and  fublitnc 
fancy  of  Plato.  After  his  return  to  Rome,  and  his  marriage  with 
the  daughter  of  his  friend,  the  patrician  Symmachus,  Boethius  Rill' 
continued,  in  a palace  of  ivory  and  marble,  to  profecute  the  fame 
Rudies’*.  The  church  was  edified  by  his  profound  defence  of  the 


*°  For  the  age  and  value  of  this  MS.  now 
Sn  the  Medicean  library  at  Florence,  fee  the 
Cenotaphia  Pifana  (p.  430—447.)  of  Cardi- 
nal Noris. 

The  Athenian  ftudies  of  Boethius  arc 
doubtful  (Baronius,  A.  D.  5 to.  N*  3,  from  a 
fpurious  tra&,  Dc  Difciplina  Schotaruro),  and 
the  term  of  eighteen  years  is  doubtlcfs  too 
long : hut  the  fimple  fad  of  a vifit  to  Athens, 
is  jufrfifd  by  much  internal  evidence  (Bruck- 
er,  Hift.  Crit.  Philofoph.  tom.  iii.  p.  524  — 
527.),  and  by  an  cxprc&oa  (though  vague  and 


ambiguous)  of  his  friend  Cafiiodoriu*  (Var.  u. 
45  ),  **  Ionge  pofitas  Athenas  introifti.** 

9>  Biblio’heca:  comptos  chore  ac  vitro  pa- 
rities, &c.  (Conful.  Phil.  I.  i.  prof  v p.74.). 
The  Epiftles  of  Ennodius  (vi.  6.  vii.  1 viii. 
I.  31.  37.  40.)  and  Cadimiorius  (Var.  i.  39. 
iv.  6.  ix.  at.)  afford  many  proofs  of  the  high 
reputation  which  he  enjoyed  in  his  own  rimes. 
It  is  true  that  the  bifttop  of  l*avia  wanted  to 
purchafc  of  him  an  old  htufc  at  Milan,  and 
praife  might  be  tendered  and  accepted  in  part 
of  payment. 
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crthodox  creed  againft  the  Arian,  the  Eutychian,  and  the  Neftorian  C^II^A^P. 

tierefics  \ and  the  Catholic  unity  was  explained  or  expofed  in  a < , j 

formal  treatife  by  the  indifference  of  three  diftitnU  though  confub- 
ftantial  perfons.  For  the  benefit  of  his  Latin  readers.  Ills  genius 
fubmitted  to  teach  the  firft  elements  of  the  arts  and  fciences  of 
Greece.  The  geometry  of  Euclid,  the  mufic  of  Pythagoras,  the 
arithmetic  of  Nicomachus,  tlie  mechanics  of  Archimedes,  the  aftro- 
nomy  of  Ptolemy,  the  theology  of  Plato,  and  the  logic  of  Ariflotle, 
with  the  commentary  of  Porphyry,  were  tranflated  and  illuflrated  by 
the  indefatigable  pen*  of  the  Roman  fenator.  And  he  alone  was 
efleemed  capable  of  deferibing  the  wonders  of  art,  a fun-dial,  a 
water-clock,  or  a fpherc  which  reprefented  the  motions  of  the  planets. 

From  thefe  abftrufc  fpeculations,  Boethius  Hooped,  or  to  fpeak  more 
truly,  he  ro£e  to  the  focial  duties  of  public  and  private  life : the 
indigent  were  relieved  by  his  liberality ; and  his  eloquence,  which 
flattery  might  compare  to  the  voice  of  Demoflhenes  or  Cicero,  was 
uniformly  exerted  in  the  caufe  of  innocence  and  humanity.  Such 
■confpicuous  merit  was  felt  and  rewarded  by  a difeerning  prince ; 
the  dignity  of  Boethius  was  adorned  with  the  titles  of  conful  and 
patrician,  and  his  talents  were  ufcfully  employed  in  the  important 
Ration  of  mailer  of  the  offices.  Notwithllauding  the  equal  claims 
of  the  Ealt  and  Weft,  his  two  fons  were  created,  in  their  tender 
youth,  the  confuls  of  the  fame  year".  On  the  memorable  day  of  their 
inauguration,  they  proceeded  in  folemn  pomp  from  their  palace  to 
the  forum,  amidft  the  applaufe  of  the  fenate  and  people ; and  their 
joyful  father,  the  true  conful  of  Rome,  after  pronouncing  an  oration 
in  the  praife  of  his  royal  benefactor,  diftributed  a triumphal  largcls 

**  Pagi,  Muratori,  &c.  are  agreed  that  Ho-  cor.fuHhips  to  the  philofophcr,  had  perplexed 
ethias  himfelf  was  conful  in  the  year  510,  his  the  chronology  of  his  life.  Jo  his  honours, 
two  fons  in  522,  and  in  487,  perhaps,  his  fa-  alliances,  children,  he  celebrates  his  ovvn  fe- 
thcr.  A delire  of  akribing  the  lad  of  thefe  licit v — his  pad  felicity  (p.  109,  no.)* 
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in  the  games  of  the  circus.  Profperous  in  his  fame  and  fortunes* 
in  his  public  honours  and  private  alliances,  in  the  cultivation  of 
fcience  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  Boethius  might  have  been 
ftyled  happy,  if  that  precarious  epithet  could  be  lafely  applied  before 
the  laft  term  of  the  life  of  man. 

A philofopher,  liberal  of  his  wealth 'and  parfimonious  of  his  time, 
might  be  infenfible  to  the  common  allurements  of  ambition,  the  thirft 
of  gold  and  employment.  And  fomc  credit  may  be  due  to  the 
affeveration  of  Boethius,  that  he  had  reludtantly  obeyed  the  divine 
Plato,  who  enjoins  every  virtuous  citizen  to  refeue  the  ftate  from 
the  ufurpation  of  vice  and  ignorance.  For  the  integrity  of  his  public 
conduit  he  appeals  to  the  memory  of  hia  country.  His  authority 
had  retrained  the  pride  and  opprcllion  of  the  royal  officers,  and  his 
eloquence  had  delivered  Paulianus  from  the  dogs  of  the  palace.  He 
had  always  pitied,  and  often  relieved  the  diflrefs  of  the  provincials* 
whofe  fortunes  were  exhaufted  by  public  and  private  rapine ; and 
Boethius  alone  had  courage  to  oppofe  the  tyranny  of  the  Barbarians* 
elated  by  conqueft,  excited  by  avarice,  and,  as  he  complains,  en- 
couraged by  impunity.  In  thefe  honourable  contefts,  his  fpirit  foared 
above  the  confidcration  of  danger,  and  perhaps  of  prudence  j and 
we  may  learn  from  the  example  of  Cato,  that  a character  of  pure 
and  inflexible  virtue  is  the  molt  apt  to  be  milled  by  prejudice,  to  be 
heated  by  enthufiafm,  and  to  confound  private  enmities  with  public 
jufticc.  The  difciple  of  Plato  might  exaggerate  the  infirmities  of 
nature,  and  the  imperfections  of  fociety ; and  the  mildeft  form  of  a 
Gothic  kingdom,  even  the  weight  of  allegiance  and  gratitude,  mull 
be  infupportable  to  the  free  fpirit  of  a Roman  patriot  But  the 
favour  and  fidelity  of  Boethius  declined  in  juft  proportion  with  the 
public  happinefs;  and  an  unworthy  colleague  was  impofed,  to 
divide  and  controul  the  power  of  the  mafter  of  the  offices.  In  the  laft 

gloomy 
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gloomy  feafon  of  Theodoric,  he  Indignantly  felt  that  he  was  a Have ; 
but  as  his  mailer  had  only  power  over  his  life,  he  flood  without  arms 
and  without  fear  againft  the  face  of  an  angry  Barbarian,  who  had  been 
provoked  to  believe  that  the  fafety  of  the  i'enate  was  incompatible  with 
his  own.  The  fenator  Albinus  was  accufcd  and  already  convidled  on 
the  prefumption  of  hoping , as  it  was  faid,  the  liberty  of  Rome. 

“ If  Albinus  be  criminal,”  exclaimed  the  orator,  “ the  fenate  and 
“ myfelf  are  all  guilty  of  the  fame  crime.  If  we  are  innocent, 
“ Albinus  is  equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  laws.”  Thcfe 
laws  might  not  have  punifhed  the  firnple  and  barren  wiih  of  an  un- 
attainable bleffing ; but  they  would  have  ihewn  lefs  indulgence  to 
the  ralh  confcflion  of  Boethius,  that,  had  he  known  of  a confpiracy, 
the  tyrant  never  fhould”.  The  advocate  of  Albinus  was  foon  in- 
volved in  the  danger  and  perhaps  the  guilt  of  his  client ; their  figna- 
ture  (which  they  denied  as  a forgery)  was  affixed  to  the  original 
addrefs,  inviting  the  emperor  to  deliver  Italy  from  the  Goths ; and 
three  witnefles  of  honourable  rank,  perhaps  of  infamous  reputation, 
atteiled  the  treafonable  defigns  of  the  Roman  patrician”.  Yet  his 
innocence  mud  be  prefumed,  fince  he  was  deprived  by  Theodoric 
of  the  means  of  juftification,  and  rigorouily  confined  in  the  tower 
of  Pavia,  while  the  fenate,  at  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  miles, 
pronounced  a fentence  of  confifcation  and  death  againfl  the  mod 
illuilrious  of  its  members.  At  the  command  of  the  Barbarians,  the 
occult  fcience  of  a philofopher  was  iligmatized  with  the  names  of 
facrilege  and  magic’5,  A devout  and  dutiful  attachment  to  the 


*4  Si  ego  fdflem  tu  nefciiTes.  Boethius 
adopts  this  anfwer  (I.  i.  prof.  4.  p.  53.)  of 
Julius  Canus,  whole  philofophic  death  is  de- 
fenbed  by  Seneca  (Dc  Tranquillitatc  Anirai, 
C.  14-). 

95  The  characters  of  bis  two  delators,  Ba- 
BJius  (Var.  ii.  10,  11.  iv.  22.)  and  Opilio 
(v.  41.  viii.  16.),  ate  illuftrated,  not  much  to 
their  honour,  in  the  Epiftlcs  of  Cafiiodorius, 


which  likewise  mention  Decoratus  (v.  31.), 
the  worthlcfs  colleague  of  Boethius  (1.  iir. 
prof.  4.  p.  193.). 

A fevere  enquiry  was  instituted  into  the 
crime  of  magic  (Var.  iv.  22,  23.  ix.  18.); 
and  it  was  believed  that  many  necromancers 
had  efcapcd  by  making  their  gaolers  mad  : 
for  mad , 1 fliould  read  drunk* 

fenate 


CHAP. 

XXXIX. 


He  is  accufcd 
of  treafon. 


Digitized  by  Google 


*8  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

c !f  fenate  was  condemned  as  criminal  by  the  trembling  voices  of  the 

a A AiXi  i 

v— fenators  themlelves  ; and  their  ingratitude  deferred  the  w'.fli  or 

prtdi&ion  of  Boethius,  that,  after  him,  none  fliould  be  found  guilty 
of  the  fame  offence  °\ 

His  impri-  While  Boethius,  opprefled  with  fetters,  expected  each  moment 

Jonmenc  and  _ . 

drath,  the  fentcncc  or  the  ltroke  or  death,  he  com  poled  in  the  tower  or 

A.  D.  jip  pavja  t|,c  COnfolali<m  of  philfopbj ; a golden  volume  not  unworthy 
of  the  leifurc  of  Plato  or  Tully,  but  which  claims  incomparable 
merit  from  the  barbarifm  of  the  times  and  the  fituation  of  the  author. 
The  celeftial  guide  whom  he  had  fo  long  invoked  at  Rome  and 
Athens,  now  condefcended  to  illumine  his  dungeon,  to  revive  his 
courage,  and  to  pour  into  his  wounds  her  falutary  balm.  She  taught 
him  to  compare  his  long  profperity  and  his  recent  diftrefs,  and  to 
conceive  new  hopes  from  the  inconflancy  of  fortune.  Reafon  had 
informed  him  of  the  precarious  condition  of  her  gifts;  experience  had 
fatisfied  him  of  their  real  value;  he  had  enjoyed  them  without 
guilt ; he  might  refign  them  without  a figh,  and  calmly  difdain  the 
impotent  malice  of  his  enemies,  who  had  left  him  happinefs,  fince 
they  had  left  him  virtue.  From  the  earth,  Boethius  afeended  to 
heaven  in  fearch  of  the  supreme  good  ; explored  the  mctapbyfical 
labyrinth  of  chance  and  deftiny,  of  prefcience  and  free-will,  of  time 
and  eternity  ; and  generoufly  attempted  to  reconcile  the  perfect  at- 
tributes of  the  Deity,  with  the  apparent  diforders  of  his  moral  and 
phyfical  government.  Such  topics  of  confdation,  fo  obvious,  fo 
vague,  or  fo  abftrufe,  are  inefle&ual  to  fubdue  the  feelings  of  human 
nature.  Yet  the  fenfe  of  misfortune  may  be  diverted  by  the  labour 
of  thought ; and  the  fage  who  could  • artfully  combine  in  the  fame 


97  Boethius  had  composed  his  own  Apo- 
logy  (p.  53.),  perhaps  more  intererting  than 
his  confolation.  Wc  mud  be  content  with 
the  general  view  of  his  honours,  principles, 
persecution,  Sec.  (hi.  prof.  iv.  p.  41—62.), 
which  may  be  compared  with  cho  fliort  and 

3 


weighty  words  of  the  Valefian  Fragment 
(p.  723.)'  An  anonymous  writer  (Sinner, 
Catalog.  MSS.  Bibliot.  Bern.  tom.  i.  p.  287  ) 
charges  him  home  with  honourable  and  pa- 
triotic treafon. 

work. 
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work,  the  various  riches  of  philofophy,  poetry,  and  eloquence,  mull 
already  have  poflefled  the  intrepid  calmnefs,  which  he  affected  to 
feek.  Sufpenle,  the  worft  of  evils  was  at  length  determined  by  the 
miniflers  of  death,  who  executed,  and  perhaps  exceeded,  the  in- 
human mandate  of  1 heodoric.  A llrong  cord  was  faflened  round 
the  head  of  Boethius,  and  forcibly  tightened,  till  his  eyes  almoft. 
ftarted  from  their  fockets;  and  foine  mercy  may  be  difeovered  in 
the  milder  torture  of  beating  him  with  clubs  till  he  expired  s*.  But 
his  genius  furvived  to  diffufe  a ray  of  knowledge  over  the  darkeft 
ages  of  the  Latin  world  ; the  writings  of  the  philofophcr  were  tranf- 
latcd  by  the  moll  glorious  of  the  Englifli  kings”,  and  the  third 
emperor  of  the  name  of  Otho  removed  to  a more  honourable  tomb 
the  bones  of  a Catholic  faint,  who,  from  Ids  Arian  pcrfecutors,  had 
acquired  the  honours  of  martyrdom,  and  the  fame  of  miracles*0*. 
In  the  laft  hours  of  Boethius,  he  derived  fomc  comfort  from  the 
fafety  of  his  two  fons,  of  his  wife,  and  of  his  father-in-law,  the  vene- 
rable Symmachus.  But  the  grief  of  Symmachus  was  indifereet,  and 
perhaps  difrefpe&ful : he  had  prefumed  to  lament,  he  might  dare 
to  revenge,  the  death  of  an  injured  friend.  lie  was  dragged  in 
chains  from  Rome  to  the  palace  of  Ravenna ; and  the  fufpicions  of 


91  He  was  executed  in  Agro  Calventiano 
(Calvenzano  between  Marignano  and  Pavia), 
Anonym.  Valef.  p.  723.  by  order  of  Eufe- 
bius  count  of  Ticinum  or  1 avia.  The  place 
of  his  confinement  is  flylcd  the  bnf>tijierjt  an 
edifice  and  name  peculiar  to  cathedrals.  It 
h claimed  by  the  perpetual  tradition  of  the 
church  of  Pavia.  The  tower  of  Boethius 
fuh fitted  till  the  year  1384,  and  the  draught 
is  yet  preferved  ( firaboichi,  tom.  iii.  p.  4 7, 
4M- 

99  See  the  Biographia  Britannica,  Alfred, 
tom.  i.  p.  do.  2d  edition.  The  work  is  ft. 11 
more  honourably  if  performed  under  the 
karned  eye  of  Alfred  by  his  foreign  and  do- 


mrfiic  dc&ort.  For  the  reputation  of  Boethius 
in  the  middle  ages,  confute  Bruckcr  ((lift. 
Crit.  Phdofcph.  tom.  iii.  p.  $£5,  566.). 

The  ioferipeion  on  his  new  tomb  was 
compoled  by  the  preceptor  of  Otho  the  thirds 
the  iearred  Pope  bilveftcr  11.  who,  like  Boe- 
thius himfeif,  was  ft; led  a magician  by  the 
ignorance  of  time*.  The  Catholic  martyr 
had  carried  his  head  in  his  hands  a confnicr- 
able  way  (Baronius,  A.  D.  526.  N°  17,  18.) 
yet,  on  a fimilar  tale,  a lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance once  obferved,  **  La  diflance  n‘y  faic 
" rien  ; il  n’y  a que  le  premier  pas  qua 
“ coate.” 

Theodorlc 


CHAP. 

XXXIX. 

», 


Death  of 
Symmachus. 
A.  D.  525. 
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CHAP. 

XXXIX. 

Remorfe  and 
death  of 
Theodoric, 
A.  D.  526, 
Augull  30. 


Theodoric  could  only  be  appealed  by  the  blood  of  an  innocent  and 
aged  fenator"”' 

Humanity  will  be  difpofed  to  encourage  any  report  which  teflifie* 
the  jurifdidtion  of  confcience  and  the  remorfe  of  kings  ; and  philo- 
sophy is  not  ignorant  that  the  moll  horrid  fpeftres  are  fometimes 
created  by  the  powers  of  a difordered  fancy,  and  the  weaknefs  of  a 
diftempered  body.  After  a life  of  virtue  and  glory,  Theodoric  was 
now  defeending  with  Shame  and  guilt  into  the  grave : his  mind  was 
humbled  by  the  contrail  of  the  part,  and  jullly  alarmed  by  the  in- 
visible terrors  of  futurity.  One  evening,  as  it  is  related,  when  the 
head  of  a large  filh  was  Served  on  the  royal  table'0*,  he  Suddenly 
exclaimed  that  he  beheld  the  angry  countenance  of  Symmachus, 
his  eyes  glaring  fury  and  revenge,  and  his  mouth  armed  with  long 
Sharp  teeth,  which  threatened  to  devour  him.  The  monarch  in- 
Slantly  retired  to  his  chamber,  and,  as  he  lay,  trembling  with  aguilh 
cold,  under  a weight  of  bed-clothes,  he  exprefled  in  broken  murmurs 
to  his  phyfician  Elpidius,  his  deep  repentance  for  the  murders  of 
Boethius  and  Symmachus'01.  His  malady  encreafed,  and  after  a 
dyfentery  which  continued  three  days,  he  expired  in  the  palace  of 
Ravenna,  in  the  thirty-third,  or,  if  we  compute  from  the  invafion 
of  Italy,  in  the  thirty- Seventh  year  of  his  reign.  Confcious  of  his 
approaching  end,  he  divided  his 

• 

,0‘  Boethius  applauds  the  virtues  of  his 
father-in-law  (I.  i.  prof.  4.  p.  59.  1.  ii.  prof. 

4.  p.  1 18.).  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  1 .),  the 
Valcfian  Fragment  (p.  724.),  and  the  Hifto- 
ria  Mifcclla  (l.  xv.  p.  105.),  agree  in  praifing 
the  fuperior  innocence  or  fanflity  of  Symma- 
chus; and  in  the  cllimation  of  the  legend,  the 
guilt  oyiis  jtiurderis  equal  to  the  impriion- 
ment  or  a Pope. 

1 In  the  fanciful  eloquence  of  Cafliodo- 
rius,  the  variety  of  fca  and  river* filh  arc  an 


treafurcs  and  provinces  between 

evidence  of  extenfive  dominion  ; and  thofeof 
the  Rhine,  of  Sicily,  and  of  the  Danube, 
were  ferved  on  the  table  of  Theodoric  (Var. 
xii.  14.).  The  monflrous  turbot  of  Domi- 
lian  (Juvenal.  Satir.  iii.  39.)  had  been  caught 
on  the  ftiores  of  the  Adriatic. 

t0i  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.  C.  I.  But  he 
might  have  informed  us,  whether  he  had  re- 
ceived this  curious  anecdote  from  common 
report,  or  from  the  mouth  of  the  royal  phyfi- 
cian. 

his 
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his  two  grandfons,  and  fixed  the  Rhone  as  their  common  bound-  cv^vfYP‘ 
ary1'4.  Amalaric  was  reftored  to  the  throne  of  Spain.  Italy,  with  v— — ..  * 
adl  the  conquefts  of  the  Ollrogoths,  was  bequeathed  to  Athalaric  ; 
whofe  age  did  not  exceed  ten  years,  but  who  was  chcrilhed  as  the 
laft  male  offspring  of  the  line  of  Amali,  by  the  fliort-lived  marriage  of 
his  mother  Amalafuntha,  with  a royal  fugitive  of  the  fame  blood 
In  the  prcfcnce  of  the  dying  monarch,  the  Gothic  chiefs  and  Italian 
magiftrates  mutually  engaged  their  faith  and  loyalty  to  the  young 
prince,  and  to  his  guardian  mother ; and  received  in  the  fame 
awful  moment,  his  laft  falutary  advice,  to  maintain  the  laws,  to  love 
the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  and  to  cultivate  with  decent 
reverence  the  friendlhip  of  the  emperor  The  monument  of 
Thcodoric  was  ereded  by  his  daughter  Amalafuntha,  in  a confpi- 
cuous  fituation,  which  commanded  the  city  of  Ravenna,  the  har- 
bour, and  the  adjacent  coaft.  A chapel  of  a circular  form,  thirty 
feet  in  diameter,  is  crowned  by  a dome  of  one  entire  piece  of 
granite : from  the  centre  of  the  dome,  four  columns  arofe,  which 
fupported,  in  a vafe  of  porphyry,  the  remains  of  the  Gothic  king, 
furrounded  by  the  brazen  ftatucs  of  the  twelve  apoftles””.  Ilis 
fpirit,  after  fome  previous  expiation,  might  have  been  permitted  to 
mingle  with  the  benefadors  of  mankind,  if  an  Italian  hermit  had 


,0*  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  I,  2.  12,  13. 
This  partition  had  been  direded  by  Theodo- 
ric,  though  it  was  not  executed  till  after  his 
death.  Regni  hereditatem  fuperftcs  reliquit 
(Ifidor.  Citron,  p.721.  edit.  Grot.). 

iVS  Berimund,  the  third  in  defeent  from 
Hermanric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  had  re- 
tired into  Spain,  where  he  lived  and  died  in 
obfeurity  (Jornandes,  c.  33.  p.  202.  edit.  Mu- 
rator.).  See  the  difeovery,  nuptials,  and 
death  of  his  grandfon  Eutharic  (c.  58. 
p.  220.).  His  Roman  games  might  render 
him  popular  (Caffiodor.  in  Chron.),  but  Eu- 

Vol.  IV. 


tharic  was  afper  in  rcligionc  (Anonym.  ValcC 
p.  7*1,  7*3.). 

See  the  counfels  of  Theodoric,  and  the 
profefHons  of  his  fucceflbr,  in  Procopius 
(Goth.  I.  i.  c.  1,  2.),  jornandes  (c.  59. 
p.  220,  221.),  and  CafEodorius  (Var.  viii. 
1—7.).  Thcfe  cpiftlcs  arc  the  triumph  of 
his  miniderial  eloquence. 

*°7  Anonym.  Valef.  p.  724.  Agnellus  de 
VitisPoni  Raven.  inMuratori  Script.  Rerum 
Ital.  tom.  ii.  P.  i.  p.  67.  Alberti  Dckrit- 
tionc  dltalia,  p.  311. 
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CHAP.  not  teen  witnefs  in  a vifion  to  the  damnation  of  Theodoric'0', 

XXXIX.  . * 

\ . — _>  whofe  foul  was  plunged,  by  the  minifters  of  divine  vengeance,  into 

the  vulcano  of  Lipari,  one  of  the  flaming  mouths  of  the  infernal 

■world 


This  legend  is  related  by  Gregory  I.  *°»  Theodoric  himfclf,  or  rather  Caffiodo- 
(DiaEog.  ir.  36.).  and  approved  by  Baronins  riuj,  had  deferibed  in  tragic  drains  the  vul- 
(A.  D.  5 26.  Ns  18.);  and  both  the  Pope  canos  of  Lipari  (Cluver.  Sicilia,  p.  406— 
and  Cardinal  are  grave  doctors,  fufiicient  to  410.)  and  Vcfuvius  (iv.  50,}. 
cftabliih  a prtlaHi  opinion. 
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CHAP.  XL. 

Elevation  of  JuJlin  the  Elder. — Reign  of  fujlinian  : — 
I.  The  Emprefs  Theodora . — II.  Fuel  ions  of  the  Circus , 
and  Sedition  of  Conf  antinoph . — III.  Trade  and  Ma- 
nufacture of  Silk. — IV.  Finances  and  Taxes. — V.  Edi- 
fices of  fuf  inian. — Church  of  St.  Sophia. — Fortif  ca- 
tions and  Frontiers  of  the  Eafern  Empire. — Abolition 
of  the  Schools  of  Athens , and  the  Conf ulf sip  of  Rome. 


THE  emperor  Juftinian  was  born'  near  the  ruins  of  Sardica  c h a P. 

(the  modern  Sophia),  of  an  obfeure  race*  of  Barbarians1,  the  v. — — > 
inhabitants  of  a wild  and  defolate  country,  to  which  the  names  of  cm'r°r 
Dardania,  of  Dacia,  and  of  Bulgaria,  have  been  fucceflively  applied, 

His  elevation  was  prepared  by  the  adventurous  fpirit  of  his  uncle  5 ~or 

Judin,  who,  with  two  other  peafants  of  the  fame  village,  deferted,  for  n. 

the  profeflion  of  arms,  the  more  ufeful  employment  of  hufbandmen  or 
fliepherds*.  On  foot,  with  a fcanty  provifton  of  bifeuit  in  their 


* There  is  Tome  difficulty  in  the  date  of  his 
birth  (Ludewig  in  Vit.  Juftiniani,  p.  125.) ; 
none  in  the  place— the  diilrift  Bedcriana— the 
village  Taurcfiam,  which  he  afterwards  deco- 
rated with  his  name  and  fplendoar  (D’An- 
ville.  Hill,  de  l’Acad.  tec.  torn.  xxxi.  p.  287 
— 292.). 

* The  names  of  thefc  Dirdanian  peafants 
are  Gothic,  and  a!  mod  Erglifh  : 'JvJUnian  is 
a tranflation  of  uprauda  (upright)  ; his  father 
Sahatint  (in  Graeco- bar  bare  us  language  Jlipes) 
was  ftyled  in  his  village  ljlock  (Stock)  ; his 
mother  Biglcniza  was  fattened  into  Vigilantia. 

G 


* Ludewig  (p.  127 — 135.)  attempts  to  juf- 
tify  the  Anician  name  of  Juftinian  and  Theo- 
dora, and  to  conned  them  with  a family  from 
which  the  heufe  of  Auftria  hat  been  derived. 

4 See  the  Anecdotes  of  Procopius  (c.  6.), 
with  thenotes  of  N.  Alemannus.  The  fatirift 
would  not  have  funk,  in  the  vague  and  decent 
appellation  of  7*41^0^,  the  and  <rt,pcf£c{ 

of  Zonaras.  Yet  why  are  thofe  names  dif* 
graceful?— and  what  German  baron  would 
net  be  proud  to  defeend  from  the  Eumxui 
of  the  OdjlTcy? 

2 knap- 
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C *xlA  P knapfacks,  the  three  youths  followed  the  high-road  of  Conftanti- 
t— -v — 1 noplc,  and  were  foon  enrolled,  for  their  ftrength  and  ftature,  among 
the  guards  of  the  emperor  Leo.  Under  the  two  fuccceding  reigns, 
the  fortunate  peafant  emerged  to  wealth  and  honours ; and  his 
efcapc  from  fome  dangers  which  threatened  his  life,  was  afterwards 
• aferibed  to  the  guardian  angel  who  watches  over  the  fate  of  kings. 
His  long  and  laudable  fervice  in  the  Ifaurian  and  Perfian  wars,  would 
not  have  preferved  from  oblivion  the  name  of  Juftin ; yet  they 
might  warrant  the  military  promotion,  which  in  the  courfe  of  fifty 
years  he  gradually  obtained ; the  rank  of  tribune,  of  count,  and  of 
general,  the  dignity  of  fenator,  and  the  command  of  the  guards, 
who  obeyed  him  as  their  chief,  at  the  important  crifis  svhen  the 
emperor  Anaftafius  was  removed  from  the  world.  The  powerful 
kinfmen  whom  he  had  railed  and  enriched,  were  excluded  from  the 
throne ; and  the  eunuch  Amantius,  who  reigned  in  the  palace,  had 
fecretly  refolved  to  fix  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  the  mofl  obsequi- 
ous of  his  creatures.  A liberal  donative,  to  conciliate  the  fufirage 
of  the  guards,  was  entrufted  for  that  purpofe  in  the  hands  of  their 
commander.  But  thefe  weighty  arguments  were  trcacheroufly  em- 
Eltwion  ployed  by  Judin  in  his  own  favour ; and  as  no  competitor  pre- 
huVnefe*  °f  fumcd  to  appear,  the  Dacian  peafant  was  inverted  with  the  purple, 

juftin  I.  by  the  unanimous  eonfent  of  the  foldiers  who  knew  him  to  be  brave 
A. D.  5 18,  J 

juiv^io;  and  gentle,  of  the  clergy  and  people  who  believed  him  to  be  or- 
Aprii  i— or  thodox,  and  of  the  provincials  who  yielded  a blind  and  implicit 
Augua  **  fubmilfion  to  the  will  of  the  capital.  The  elder  Juftin,  as  he  is 
diftinguilhed  from  another  emperor  of  the  fame  family  and  name, 
afeended  the  Byzantine  throne  at  the  age  of  fixty-eight  years ; and, 
had  he  been  left  to  his  own  guidance,  every  moment  of  a nine  years 
reign  muft  have  expofed  to  his  fubjc&s  the  impropriety  of  their 
choice.  His  ignorance  was  fimilar  to  that  of  Theodoric  ; and  it  is 
remarkable,  that  in  an  age  not  deftitute  of  learning,  two  contempo- 
rary 


Juftin  I. 

A.  D.  518, 
July  10 ; 

A.  D.  557. 
April  1 — or 
Auguil  1. 
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rary  monarchs  had  never  been  inftru&ed  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
alphabet.  But  the  genius  of  Juftin  was  far  inferior  to  that  of  the 
Gothic  king:  the  experience  of  a foldicr  had  not  qualified  him  for  the 
government  of  an  empire  ; and,  though  perfonally  brave,  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  his  own  weaknefs  was  naturally  attended  with  doubt, 
diftruft,  and  political  apprehenfion.  But  the  official  bufinefs  of  the 
ftatc  was  diligently  and  faithfully  tranfa&ed  by  the  quaiftor  Proclus’; 
and  the  aged  emperor  adopted  the  talents  and  ambition  of  his  nephew 
Juftinian,  an  afpiring  youth,  whom  his  uncle  had  drawn  from  the 
ruftic  folitude  of  Dacia,  and  educated  at  Conftantinople,  as  the  heir 
of  his  private  fortune  and  at  length  of  the  Eaflern  empire. 

Since  the  eunuch  Amantius  had  been  defrauded  of  his  money,  it 
became  neceflary  to  deprive  him  of  his  life.  The  tafk  was  eafily 
accomplifhcd  by  the  charge  of  a real  or  fictitious  confpiracy  ; and 
the  judges  were  informed,  as  an  accumulation  of  guilt,  that  he  was 
fecretly  addicted  to  the  Manichatan  herefy*.  Amantius  loft  his  head  ; 
three  of  his  companions,  the  firfl  doineftics  of  the  palace,  were  pu- 
nifhed  either  with  death  or  exile  ; and  their  unfortunate  candidate 
for  the  purple  was  caft  into  a deep  dungeon,  overwhelmed  with 
ftones,  and  ignominioufly  thrown,  without  burial,  into  the  fea. 
The  ruin  of  Vitaliin  was  a work  of  more  difficulty  and  danger. 
That  Gothic  chief  had  rendered  himfelf  popular  by  the  civil  war 
which  he  boldly  waged  againft  Anaftafius  for  the  defence  of  the 
orthodox  faith,  and  after  the  conclufion  of  an  advantageous  treaty, 
he  ftill  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Conftantinople  at  the  head 
of  a formidable  and  victorious  army  of  Barbarians.  By  the  frail 


5 His  virtues  are  praifed  by  Procopius 
(Perfic.  I.  i.  c.  ii.).  The  quetfror  Proclus 
was  the  friend  of  Juftinian,  ini  the  enemy 
of  every  other  adoption. 

* Maoichxan  fignifics  Eutychian.  Hear 
the  furious  acclamations  of  Conftantinople 


and  Tyre,  the  former  no  more  than  fix  <3  tys 
after  the  deceafe  of  Anaftaiius.  Tbty  pro- 
duced, the  latter  applauded,  the  eunuch’* 
death  (Baronius,  A.  D.  5??.  P.  ii.  N°  ij. 
Fleury,  Hilt.  Ecclcf.  tom.  vii  p.  3CO.  205. 
from  the  Councils,  tom.  v.  p.  182.  207.). 
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CHAP,  fecurity  of  oaths,  he  was  tempted  to  relinquifh  this  advantageous 

■ _ — . ■ fituation,  and  to  truft  his  perfon  within  the  walls  of  a city,  whofe 
inhabitants,  particularly  the"  blue  faction,  were  artfully  incenfed 
againfl  him  by  the  remembrance  even  of  his  pious  h oddities.  The 
emperor  and  his  nephew  embraced  him  as  the  faithful  and  worthy 
champion  of  the  church  and  date  ; and  gratefully  adorned  their 
favourite  with  the  titles  of  conful  and  general  ; but  in  the  feventh 
month  of  his  conful  Ihip,  Vitalian  was  dabbed  with  feventccn  wounds 
at  the  royal  banquet7;  and  Judinian,  who  inherited  the  fpoil,  was 
accufed  as  the  aflaffin  of  a fpiritual  brother,  to  whom  he  had  re- 
cently pledged  his  faith  in  the  participation  of  the  Chridian  myde- 
ries*.  After  the  fall  of  his  rival,  he  was  promoted,  without  any 
claim  of  military  fervice,  to  the  office  of  mader-generai  of  the  Eadern 
armies,  whom  it  was  his  duty  to  lead  into  the  field  againd  the 
public  enemy.  But,  in  the  purfuit  of  fame,  Judinian  might  have 
lod  his  prefent  dominion  over  the  age  and  weaknefs  of  his  uncle ; 
and,  indead  of  acquiring  by  Scythian  or  Perfian  trophies  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  countrymen1’,  the  prudent  warrior  folicitcd  their  favour 
in  the  churches,  the  circus,  and  the  fenate,  of  Condantiriople.  The 
Catholics  were  attached  to  the  nephew  of  Judin,  who,  between  the 
Nedorian  and  Eutychian  herefies,  trod  the  narrow  path  of  inflexible 
and  intolerant  orthodoxy10.  In  the  fird  days  of  the  new  reign,  he 


t Hii  power,  charafler,  and  intentions,  are 
perfcflly  explained  by  the  Count  de  Buat 
(tom.  ix.  p.  54,-81.).  He  was  great-grand, 
fon  of  Afpar,  hereditary  prince  in  the  Lcfler 
Scythia,  and  count  of  the  Gothic  fcrJtrati  of 
Thrace.  The  Be  lli,  whom  he  could  influence, 
are  the  minor  Goths  of  Jornandes  (c.  51.). 

■ Jultiniani  patricii  faflione  dicitur  inter- 
fcftus  f«iflc  (Viflor  Tununenis,  Citron,  in 
Thefaur.  Temp.  Scaliger,  P.  ii.  p.  7.).  Pro- 
copills  (Anecdot.  0-7.)  flyles  him  a tyrant, 
but  acknowledges  the  afiXfaTtrix,  which  is 
well  explained  by  Alcmar.nus. 


8 In  his  earlieft  youth  (plane  adolefccns) 
he  had  paffed  fome  time  as  an  hoflage  with 
Theodoric.  For  this  curious  fa£l,  Aleman- 
nds  (ad  Procop.  Anecdot.  c.  9.  p.  34.  of  the 
firll  edition)  quotes  a MS.  hiflory  of  Jufli- 
nian,  by  his  preceptor  Theophilus.  Ludcwig 
(p.  143.)  wilhes  to  make  him  a foldicr. 

•°  The  eccleflaltic.il  hiflory  of  Juflinian 
will  be  (hewn  hereafter.  See  liaronius, 
A.  D.  518—521.  and  the  copious  article 
Jitjliriarui  in  the  index  to  the  viith  volume 
of  his  Annals. 

prompted 
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prompted  and  gratified  the  popular  enthufiafin  againft  the  memory 
of  the  deceafed  emperor.  After  a fchifm  of  thirty-four  years,  he 
reconciled  the  proud  and  angry  fpirit  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and 
fpread  among  the  Latins  a favourable  report  of  his  pious  rcfpcCt; 
for  the  apoftolic  fee.  The  thrones  of  the  E.ift  were  filled  with 
Catholic  bi/hops  devoted  to  his  intereft,  the  clergy  and  the  monks 
were  gained  by  his  liberality,  and  the  people  were  taught  to  pray 
for  their  future  fovereign,  the  hope  and  pillar  of  the  true  religion. 
The  magnificence  of  Juftinian  was  difplayed  in  the  i'uperior  pomp  of 
his  public  fpe&acles,  an  objedl  not  lefs  facred  and  important  in  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude,  than  the  creed  of  Nice  or  < halcedon  : the 
expence  of  his  confulfhip  was  eftccmed  at  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  thoufand  pieces  of  gold ; twenty  lions,  and  thirty  leopards, 
were  produced  at  the  fame  time  in  the  amphitheatre,  and  a nume- 
rous train  of  horfes,  with  their  rich  trappings,  was  bellowed  as  an 
extraordinary  gift  on  the  victorious  charioteers  of  the  circus.  While 
he  indulged  the  people  of  Coitflantinople,  and  received  the  addreffes 
of  foreign  kings,  the  nephew  of  Jultin  aifiduoufiy  cultivated  the 
friendlhip  of  the  fenate.  That  venerable  name  Teemed  to  qualify 
its  members  to  declare  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  and  to  regulate  the 
fucceffion  of  the  Imperial  throne : the  feeble  Anaftafius  had  per- 
mitted the  vigour  of  government  to  degenerate  into  the  form  or 
Tub  (lance  of  an  ariftocracy ; and  the  military  officers  who  had  ob- 
tained the  fenatorial  rank,  were  followed  by  their  domeftic  guards, 
a band  of  veterans,  whofe  arms  or  acclamations  might  fix  in  a tu- 
multuous moment  the  diadem  of  the  Eafl.  The  treafures  of  the 
Hate  were  lavifhed  to  procure  the  voices  of  the  fenators,  and  their 
unanimous  wi(h,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  adopt  Juftinian  for 
his  colleague,  was  communicated  to  the  emperor.  But  this  requeft, 
which  too  clearly  admonilhed  him  of  his  approaching  end,  was  un- 
welcome to  the  jealous  temper  of  an  aged  monarch,  defirous  to 
3 retain 
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retain  the  power  which  he  was  incapable  of  exercifing;  anti  Juftin, 
holding  his  purple  with  both  his  hands,  advifed  them  to  prefer,  fince 
an  eledion  was  lo  profitable,  feme  older  candidate.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  reproach,  the  fenate  proceeded  to  decorate  Juftinian  with 
the  royal  epithet  of  nobilljjimut ; and  their  decree  was  ratified  by  the 
a.Tedion  or  the  fears  of  his  uncle.  After  fome  time  the  languor  of 
mind  and  body,  to  which  he  was  reduced  by  an  incurable  wound 
in  his  thigh,  indilpenfably  required  the  aid  of  a guardian.  He 
fummoned  the  patriarch  and  fenators;  and  in  their  prefence  folcmnly 
placed  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  his  nephew,  who  was  conduced 
from  the  palace  to  the  circus,  and  faluted  by  the  loud  and  joyful 
applaufe  of  the  people.  The  life  of  Juftin  was  prolonged  about  four 
months,  but  from  the  inftant  of  this  ceremony,  he  was  confidered 
as  dead  to  the  empire,  which  acknowledged  Juftinian,  in  die  forty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  for  the  lawful  fovereign  of  the  Eaft". 

From  his  elevation  to  his  death,  Juftinian  governed  the  Roman 
empire  thirty-eight  years,  feven  months,  and  thirteen  days.  The 
events  of  his  reign,  which  excite  our  curious  attention  by  their 
number,  variety,  and  importance,  are  diligently  related  by  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Belifarius  a rhetorician,  whom  eloquence  had  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  fenator  aud  pr.Tfedt  of  Conftantinoplc.  According  to  the 
viciflitudes  of  courage  or  fervitude,  of  favour  or  difgrace,  Procopius'* 
fucccfiively  compofed  the  biflory , the  panegyric , and  the  fatirc  of  his 
own  times.  The  eight  books  of  the  Pcrfian,  Vandalic,  and  Gothic 


**  The  reign  of  the  elder  Judin  may  be 
found  in  the  three  Chronicles  of  Marcellinus, 
Vidor,  and  John  Malaia  (tom.  ii.  p.  130— 
150.),  (he  lad  of  whom  (in  fpite  of  Hody, 
Prolcgom.  N°  14.  39.  edit.  Oxor..)  lived  foon 
after  Juftinian  (Jortin’s  Remarks,  &’c.  vol.  iv. 
p.  383.):  in  theEccJefhftical  Hiltory  of  Eva- 
grim  (1.  iv,  c.  I*  2,  3.  9.),  and  the  Excerpta 
of  Theodoras  (Le£lor,  N°  37.).  and  in  Cc- 
drenus  (p.  362—366.)  and  Zonara*  (I,  air. 

7 


p.  58 — 61.),  who  may  pafs  for  an  original. 

'*  See  the  characters  of  Procopius  and 
Agathias  in  La  Mothe  le  Vayer  (torn.  viii. 
p.  144—174.),  VofCui  (dc  Hifioricfs  Gratis, 
I.  ii.  c.  22.),  and  Fahricios  (Bibliot.  Grac* 
1.  v.  c.  5.  tom.  vi.  p.  248 — 278.).  Their  re- 
ligion, an  honourable  problem,  betrays  occa- 
sional conformity,  with  a fee  ret  attachment 
to  Paganism  and  philofopby, 

wars. 
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wars",  which  are  continued  in  the  five  books  of  Agathias,  deferve 
our  efteem  as  a laborious  and  fuccefsful  imitation  of  the  Attic,  or 
at  leafl  of  the  Afiatic  writers  of  ancient  Greece.  His  fads  are  col- 
leded  from  the  perfonal  experience  and  free  converfation  of  a fol- 
dier,  a ftatefman,  and  a traveller ; his  ftyle  continually  afpires,  and 
often  attains,  to  the  merit  of  ftrength  and  elegance  ; his  reflections, 
more  efpecially  in  the  fpeeches,  which  he  too  frequently  inferts, 
contain  a rich  fund  of  political  knowledge ; and  the  hiftorian,  ex- 
cited by  the  generous  ambition  of  pleafing  and  inftruding  pofterity, 
appears  to  difdain  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  the  flattery  of 
courts.  The  writings  of  Procopius"  were  read  and  applauded  by 
his  contemporaries  *’ ; but,  although  he  rcfpedfully  laid  them  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  the  pride  of  Juflinian  mull  have  been  wound- 
ed by  the  praife  of  an  hero,  who  perpetually  eclipl'es  the  glory  of 
his  inadive  fovereign.  The  confcious  dignity  of  independence  was 
fubdued  by  the  hopes  and  fears  of  a flave ; and  the  fecretary  of 


11  In  the  (even  firft  books,  two  Perfic,  two 
Vandalic,  and  three  Gothic,  Procopius  has 
borrowed  from  Appian  the  divifion  of  pro- 
vinces and  wars:  the  viijth  book,  though  it 
bears  the  name  of  Gothic,  is  a mifcellaneous 
am!  general  fupplement  down  to  the  fpring  of 
the  year  553,  from  whence  it  19  continued 
by  Agathias  till  559  (Pagi,Critica,  A.D.579. 

N°s)- 

u The  literary  fate  of  Procopius  has  been 
fomeixhat  unlucky.  1.  Hit  books  de  Bello 
Cothico  were  ftolcn  by  Leonard  Aretin,  and 
publiftied  (Fulginii,  1470.  Vcret.  1471. 
apud  Janfon.  Mattaire,  Annal.  T 'Ograph. 
tom.  i.  edit,  pofterior,  p.  290.  304.  279. 
299.)  in  his  own  name  (bee  Voffius  de 
Hill,  Lat.  1.  iii.  c.  5.  and  the  feeble  de- 
fence of  the  Venice  Giormle  de  Lctterati, 
torn.  xix.  p.  207.).  2.  His  works  were  muti- 
lated by  the  fir  ft  Latin  tranflators,  C brill  o- 
pher  Perfoni  (Giormle,  tom.  xix.  p.  340— 

Vol.  IV. 


348.)  and  Raphael  de  Volaterra  (Huct  de 
Clarif.  Interpretibuf,  p.  166.),  who  did  not 
even  confult  the  MS.  of  the  Vatican  library, 
of  which  they  were  prefers  (Aleman,  in 
Prscfat.  Anecdot.).  3.  The  Greek  text  was 
not  printed  till  1607,  by  Hoefchclius  of 
Aug/burgh  (Diftionaire  de  Baylc,  tom.  ii. 
p.  782.).  4.  The  Paris  edition  was  imper- 
fectly executed  by  Claude  Maltret,  a Jefuit 
of  Tholoufe  (in  1663),  far  diftant  from  the 
Louvre  prefs  and  the  Vatican  MS.  from 
which,  however,  he  obtained  fome  fupple- 
ments.  His  promifed  commentaries,  6cc. 
have  never  appeared.  The  Agathias  of  Ley- 
den  (1594)  has  been  wifely  reprinted  by  the 
Paris  editor,  with  the  Latin  veriion  of  Bona- 
ventura  Vulcanius,  a learned  interpreter 
(Huct,  p.  176.). 

M Agathias  in  Praefat.  p.  7,8.  1.  iv.  p.  137* 
Evagrius  (I.  iv.  c.  12.).  See  likewise  Pho- 
tius,  cod.  Jxiii.  p.  65. 

Eclifa- 
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Belif.irius  laboured  for  pardon,  and  reward  in  the  fix  books  of  the 
imperial  edifices.  He  had  dextroufly  chofen  a fubjed  of  apparent 
fplendour,  in  which  he  could  loudly  celebrate  the  genius,  the  mag- 
nificence, and  the  piety  of  a prince,  who,  both  as  a conqueror  and  le- 
giflator,  had  furpafled  the  puerile  virtues  of  Themiftocles  and  Cyrus'*. 
Difappointment  might  urge  the  flatterer  to  fecret  revenge ; and  the 
fir  ft  glance  of  favour  might  again  tempt  him  to  fufpend  and  fupprefs 
a libel  ”,  in  which  the  Roman  Cyrus  is  degraded  into  an  odious  and 
contemptible  tyrant,  in  which  both  the  emperor  and  his  confort  Theo- 
dora are  ferioufly  reprefented  as  two  demons,  who  had  alfumcd  a» 
human  form  for  the  deftrudion  of  mankind  Such  bafe  inconfiflency. 
mull  doubtlefs  fully  the  reputation,  and  detrad  from  the  credit,  of 
Procopius : yet,  after  the  venom  of  his  malignity  has  been  fufiered 
to  exhale,  the  refiduc  of  the  anecdotes , even  the  mod  difgraceful 
fads,  fome  of  which  had  been  tenderly  hinted  in  his  public  hif- 
tory,  are  cftablifhed  by  their  internal  evidence,  or  the  authentic, 
monuments  of  the  times  From  thefc  various  materials,  I fliall 
now  proceed  to  deferibe  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  which  will  deferve 
and  occupy  an  ample  fpace.  The  prefent  chapter  will  explain 


'*  K»»*  (fayi  he.  Prefat.  »d  1. 

dc  Ediliciis  wif*  is  no  more  than 

K»fw  irzt&a — a pun!  In  thefe  five  hooks, 
Procopius  afie&s  t Chrifiiin,  as  well  as  a 
courtly  Ayle. 

17  Procopius  difclofes  himfclf  (Prcfat.  ad 
Anccdot.  c.  i,  2.  5.),  and  ihe  anecdotes  are 
reckoned  as  the  ixth  book  by  Suidas  (tom.  iii. 
p.  186.  edit.  Kufier).  The  filcnce  of  Eva- 
grius  is  a poor  objection.  Baronijj  (A.  D. 
548.  N°  24.)  regrets  the  lofs  of  this  fecret 
hiftory  : it  was  then  in  the  Vatican  library,  in 
his  own  cuftody,  and  was  firfl  publifiied  fix- 
teen  years  after  bis  death,  with  the  learned, 
but  partial,  notes  of  Nicholas  Aleraannus 
(Lugd.  1623.). 


Jufiinian  an  afs — the  perfeft  likenefs 
of  Domitian  (Anecdot.  c.  8.) — Theodora’s 
lovers  driven  from  her  bed  by  rival  daemons  — 
her  marriage  foretold  with  a great  dxmon — a 
monk  faw  the  prince  of  the  dremons,  iniiead 
of  Jufiinian,  on  the  throne— the  fervants 
who  watched,  beheld  a face  without  features, 
a body  walking  without  an  head.  Sec.  Sec. 
Procopius  declares  his  own  and  his  friends 
belief  in  thefe  diabolical  (lories  (c.  12.)* 

19  Montefquicu  (ConfiJcrations  fur  la 
Grandeur  et  la  Decadence  dcs  Remains, 
c.  xx.)  gives  credit  to  thefe  anecdotes,  as 
connected,  i.with  the  weaknefs  of  the  em- 
pire, and,  2.  with  the  inftability  of  Jufti- 
aian's  laws. 

the 
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the  elevation  and  character  of  Theodora,  the  factions  of  the  cir-  c H la  p- 

cus,  and  the  peaceful  adminiftration  of  the  fovereign  of  the  Eaft.  •— r » 

In  the  three  fucceeding  chapter?,  I {hall  relate  the  wars  of  Juf-  tht  rrign  of 
tinian  which  atchieved  the  conqueft  of  Africa  and  Italy;  and  I Juftlnu®- 
fhall  follow  the  victories  of  Belifarius  and  Narfcs,  without  dif- 
guifing  the  vanity  of  their  triumphs,  or  the  hoftilc  virtue  of  the 
Perfian  and  Gothic  heroes.  The  feries  of  this  volume  will  em- 
brace the  jurifprudcncc  and  theology  of  the  emperor ; the  con- 
trovcrfies  and  fefts  which  ftill  divide  the  oriental  church ; the  re- 
formation of  the  Roman  law,  which  is  obeyed  or  refpefted  by  the 
nations  of  modern  Europe. 

I.  In  the  excrcife  of  fupremc  power,  the  fir  ft  aft  of  Tuftinian  was  Birth  *ntl 
to  divide  it  with  the  woman  whom  he  loved,  the  famous  Theodora",  cmprciiThe- 

• • • odor*. 

whofe  ftrange  elevation  cannot  be  applauded  as  the  triumph  of  female 
virtue.  Under  the  reign  of  Anaftalius,  the  care  of  the  wild  beads 
maintained  by  the  green  faftion  at  Conftantinople,  was  entrufted  to 
Acacius  a native  of  the  ille  of  Cyprus,  who,  from  his  employment, 
was  furnamed  the  mafter  of  the  bears.  This  honourable  office  was 
given  after  his  death  to  another  candidate,  notwithftanding  the  di- 
ligence of  his  widow,  who  had  already  provided  a hufband  and  a 
fucceflor.  Acacius  had  left  three  daughters,  Comito”,  Theodoka, 
and  Anaftafia,  the  eldeft  of  whom  did  not  then  exceed  the  age  of 
feven  years.  On  a folemn  feftival,  thefe  helplcfs  orphans  were  fent 
by  their  diftreffed  and  indignant  mother,  in  the  garb  of  fuppliants, 
into  the  midft  of  the  theatre : the  green  faftion  received  them  with 
contempt,  the  blues  with  compafiion ; and  this  difference,  which 


1U  For  the  life  and  manners  of  the  emprefs  M Comito  was  afterwards  married  to  Sirtas 
Theodora,  fee  the  Anecdotes;  more  efpenally  duke  of  Armenia,  the  father  perhaps,  at  lead 
c.,1— 5.  9,  10—15,  16,  17.  with  the  learned  flic  might  be  the  mother,  of  the  emprefs  So- 
notes  of  Alcmanr.us— a icferencc  which  is  *1-  phi*.  Two  nephews  of  Theodora  may  be  the 
ways  implied.  Tons  of  Anallafu  (Aleman,  p.  30,  31.). 
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C H P.  funk  deep  into  the  mind  of  Theodora,  was  felt  long  afterwards  in 

■ - - ■ the  adminiftration  of  the  empire.  As  they  improved  in  age  and 

beauty,  the  three  filters  were  fucceffively  devoted  to  the  public  and 
private  pleafures  of  the  Byzantine  people  ; and  Theodora,  after 
following  Comito  on  the  ftage,  in  the  drefs  of  a Have,  with  a ftool 
on  her  head,  was  at  length  permitted  to  exercife  her  independent 
talents.  She  neither  danced,  nor  fung,  nor  played  on  the  flute  ; 
her  fkill  was  confined  to  the  pantomime  arts;  fhe  excelled  in  buffoon 
characters,  and  as  often  as  the  comedian  fwelled  her  cheeks,  and 
complained  with  a ridiculous  tone  and  gefture  of  the  blows  that  were 
inflicted,  the  whole  theatre  of  Conftantinoplc  refounded  with  laughter 
and  applaufe.  The  beauty  of  Theodora*1  was  the  fubjeCt  of  more 
flattering  praife,  and  the  fource  of  more  exquifite  delight.  Her 
features  were  delicate  and  regular ; her  complexion,  though  fome- 
what  pale,  was  tinged  with  a natural  colour ; every  fenfation  was 
inflantly  exprefled  by  the  vivacity  of  her  eyes ; her  eafy  motions 
difplayed  the  graces  of  a fmall  but  elegant  figure;  and  either  love 
or  adulation  might  proclaim,  that  painting  and  poetry  were  incapa- 
ble of  delineating  the  matchlefs  excellence  of  her  form.  But  this- 
form  was  degraded  by  the  facility  with  which  it  was  expofed  to  the 
public  eye,  and  proftituted  to  licentious  defire.  Her  venal  charms 
were  abandoned  to  a promifeuous  crowd  of  citizens  and  ftrangers, 
of  every  rank,  and  of  every  profeflion  : the  fortunate  lover  who  had 
been  promifed  a night  of  enjoyment,  was  often  driven  from  her  bed 
by  a ftronger  or  more  wealthy  favourite ; and  when  fhe  pafled 
through  the  ftreets,  her  prefence  was  avoided  by  all  who  wifhed  to 
efcape  cither  the  fcandal  or  the  temptation*  The  fatirical  hiftorian. 

" Her  flatue  was  raifed  at  Confhntinople,  produces  one  from  a Mofaic  at  Ravenna, 
on  a porphyry  column.  See  Procopius  (de  loaded  with  pearls  and  jewels,  and  yet  hand. 
Edif.  I.  i.  c.  11.),  who  gives  her  portrait  in  tome, 
the  Anecdotes  (c.  to.).  Aleman,  (p.  47.) 
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lias  not  blufhed  ” to  dcfcribe  the  naked  fcencs  which  Theodora  was  C H p. 
not  afliamcd  to  exhibit  in  the  theatre  **.  After  exhaufting  the  v -y~j 
arts  of  fenfual  pleafure  ",  flie  mod  ungratefully  murmured  againft 
the  parfimony  of  Nature";  but  her  murmurs,  her  pleafures,  and 
her  arts,  muft  be  veiled  in  the  obfcurity  of  a learned  lan- 
guage. After  reigning  for  fome  time,  the  delight  and  contempt 
of  the  capital,  flie  condefcended  to  accompany  Ecebolus,  a native 
of  Tyre,  who  had  obtained  the  government  of  the  African  Penta- 
polis.  But  this  union  was  frail  and  tranficnt;  Ecebolus  foon  re- 
jected an  expenfive  or  faithlefs  concubine ; flie  was  reduced  at 
Alexandria  to  extreme  diftrefs ; and  in  her  laborious  return  to  Con- 
ftantinople,  every  city  of  the  Eaft  admired  and  enjoyed  the  fair 
Cyprian,  whofe  merit  appeared  to  juftify  her  defeent  from  the  pe- 
culiar ifland  of  Venus.  The  vague  commerce  of  Theodora,  and  the 
mod  deteftablc  precautions,  preferved  her  from  the  danger  which  the 
feared  ; yet  once,  and  once  only,  flie  became  a mother.  The  infant 
was  faved  and  educated  in  Arabia,  by  his  father,  who  imparted  to 
him  on  his  death-bed,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  an  emprefs.  Filled 
with  ambitious  hopes,  the  unfufpc&ing  youth  immediately  haftened 


•*  A fragment  of  the  Anecdotes  (c.  9 )t 
fome  what  too  naked,  wA  fupprefled  by  Ale- 
mannas,  though  extant  in  the  Vatican  MS.; 
nor  has  the  dcfefl  been  fupplted  in  the  Paris 
or  Venice  editions.  La  Mothe  le  Vayer 
(tom.  viii.  p.  155.)  gave  the  fir  A hint  of  this 
curions  and  genuine  pj(T<ge  (Jortin’s  Re- 
marks, vol.  iv.  p.  366  ),  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Rome,  and  it  has  been  fince 
publiflied  in  the  Menagiana  (tom.  iii.  p.  254 
— 15 9.),  with  a Latin  verGon. 

*♦  After  the  mention  of  a narrow  girdle 
(as  none  could  appear  (lark-naked  in  the 
theatre),  Procopius  thus  proceeds : aian;« 

T*  I*  TV  0>m;  fl 

run;  . .. . *!•&*(  avrn  infhi  t*i  xthiv* 

m;  ii  e»  xrrTf>  ” TVTP  1 >rvyxaM» 

tcv<  r*A**r*  m£i»£i  puar  ar&AtuHi  tt3 9o». 


I have  heard  that  a learned  prelate,  now  de- 
ceafed,  was  fond  of  quoting  this  paflage  in 
converfation. 

*’  Theodora  furpafled  the  Crifpa  of  Aufo- 
nius  (Epigram  lxxi.),  who  imitated  the  ca- 
pitals luxus  of  the  females  of  Nola.  See 
Quintilian  Infbtut.  viii.  6.  and  Torrentius 
ad  llorat.  Sermon.  I.  i.  fat.  2.  v.  101.  At 
a memorable  fupper,  thirty  flares  waited 
round  the  table  ; ten  young  men  feafled  wick 
Theodora.  Her  charity  was  un iverfal, 

Et  ladT-iU  nccdum  iVuu,  rccefli:. 

•6  hJ,  *a*‘  Tftti  TftmfAxTtn  tfya^opant  irtxaXjf 
rn  fvnt  irt  ft  put  **t  rCmt;  aim 

•tytTipi  a tvi  not  TfwrOT,  stsi  fvtxrn  inq  text 
uttux  She  wilhed  for  a fourth  altar, 

on  which  (he  might  pour  libations  to  the  god 
of  love. 


Vol.  IV. 
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C xlA  P t0  1^1C  Pa^ace  °f  Conftantinople,  and  was  admitted  to  the  prefence 

> „ » of  his  mother.  As  he  was  never  more  feen,  even  after  the  deceafe 

of  Theodora,  flic  deferves  the  foul  imputation  of  extinguifliing  with 
his  life  a fccret  fo  ofFeafive  to  her  Imperial  virtue. 

m0^  ^ate  ^icr  fortune  and  reputation,  fome  vifion, 

ni»o.  either  of  fleep  or  of  fancy,  had  whifpered  to  Tlieodora  the  pleafing 

aflurance  that  fhe  was  deftined  to  become  the  fpoufe  of  a potent 
monarch.  Confcious  of  her  approaching  greatnefs,  fhe  returned 
from  Paphlagonia  to  Conftantinople  ; aflumed,  like  a fkilful  aftrefs, 
a more  decent  character  ; relieved  her  poverty  by  the  laudable  in- 
duftry  of  fpinning  wool ; and  afFe£ted  a life  of  chaftity  and  folitude 
in  a final!  houfe,  which  fhe  afterwards  changed  into  a magnificent 
temple  ’7.  Her  beauty,  aflifted  by  art  or  accident,  foon  attracted, 
captivated,  and  fixed,  the  patrician  Juftinian,  who  already  reigned 
with  abfolute  fway  under  the  name  of  his  uncle.  Perhaps  fhe  con- 
trived to  enhance  the  value  of  a gift  which  flic  had  fo  often  laviflied 
on  the  meaneft  of  mankind  : perhaps  fhe  inflamed,  at  firfl  by  modeft 
delays,  and  at  kill  by  fenfual  allurements,  the  defires  of  a lover, 
who  from  nature  or  devotion  was  addi&ed  to  long  vigils  and  ab- 
flemious  diet.  When  his  firft  tranfports  had  fubfided,  fhe  flill 
maintained  the  fame  afeendant  over  his  mind,  by  the  more  folid 
merit  of  temper  and  underftanding.  Juftinian  delighted  to  ennoble 
and  enrich  the  objedt  of  his  afledtion  ; the  treafures  of  the  Eaft 
were  poured  at  her  feet,  and  the  nephew  of  Juftin  was  determined, 
perhaps  by  religious  fcruples,  to  bellow  on  his  concubine  the  facred 
and  legal  character  of  a wife.  But  the  laws  of  Rome  exprefsly  pro- 
hibited the  marriage  of  a fenator  with  any  female,  who  had  been 
dilhonoured  by  a fervile  origin  or  theatrical  profeflion  : the  emprefs 

,T  Anonym,  de  Auciquitat.  C.  P.  1.  iii.  that  Theodora  would  not  have  immortalifed 
132.  in  Banduri  Iniperium  Oritnt.  torn.  i.  a brothel  : but  1 apply  this  fa  ft  to  her  fe- 
p.  48.  Ludewig  (p.  154.)  argues  fenfibly  cond  aud  duller  rcfidence  at  Conftantinople. 

1 8 Lupicina, 
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Lupiclna,  or  Euphemia,  a Barbarian  of  ruflrc  manners,  but  of  irrc-  ^ 
proachable  virtue,  refufed  to  accept  a proftitute  for  her  niece ; and  s. — . — 
even  Vigilantia  the  fuperftitious  mother  of  Juftinian,  though  Jhe 
acknowledged  the  wit  and  beauty  of  Theodora,  was  ferioufly  appre- 
hcniivc,  left  the  levity  and  arrogance  of  that  artful  paramour  might 
corrupt  the  piety  and  happinefs  of  her  fon.  Thefe  obftacles  were 
removed  by  the  inflexible  conftancy  of  Juftinian.  He  patiently 
expected  the  death  of  the  empref's  ; he  defpifed  the  tears  of  his  mo- 
ther, who  foon  funk  under  the  weight  of  her  afflidtion  ; and  a law 
wa3  promulgated  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  Juftin,  which  abolilhed 
the  rigid  jurifprudence  of  antiquity.  A glorious  repentance  (the 
words  of  the  edidt)  was  left  open  for  the  unhappy  females  who 
had  proftituted  their  perlons  on  the  theatre,  and  they  were  permit- 
ted to  contra dt  a legal  union  with  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Ro- 
mans This  indulgence  was  fpeedily  followed  by  the  folctnn 
nuptials  of  Juftinian  and  Theodora ; her  dignity  was  gradually  ex- 
alted with  that  of  her  lover  ; and,  as  foon  as  Juftin  had  inverted  his 
nephew’  with  the  purple,  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  placed  the 
diadem  on  the  heads  of  the  emperor  and  emprefs  of  the  Eaft.  But 
the  ufual  honours  which  the  feverity  of  Roman  manners  had  allow  cd 
to  the  wives  of  princes,  could  not  l'atisfy  either  the  ambition  of 
Theodora  or  the  fondnefs  of  Juftinian.  He  feated  her  on  the 
throne  as  an  equal  and  independent  colleague  in  the  fovereignty  of 
the  empire,  and  an  oath  of  allegiance  was  impoied  on  the  governors 
of  the  provinces  in  the  joint  names  of  Juftinian  and  Theodora  **. 

The 


**  See  the  old  law  in  Juftinian’;  Code  (l.v. 
tit.  v.  leg.  7.  tit.  xxvii.  leg  1.)  under  the  yean 
536  and  454.  The  new  edift  (about  the  year 
521  or  522.  Aleman,  p.  38.  96.)  very  awk- 
wardly repeal*  no  more  than  the  claufe  of 
smHeres  f<tnicat  libertinx  ubernarix.  Sec 


the  novels  89  and  117.  and  a Greek  refeript 
from  juftinian  to  the  bilhop?{  Aleman.  p.  » 1 .). 

19  I fwear  by  the  Father,  Sc c.  by  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  by  the  four  Gofpeh,  qux  in  mani- 
bus  teneo,  and  by  the  holy  Archangel* 
Michael  and  Gabriel,  puram  coufcientUra 

germa- 
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CHAP. 

XL. 

L i ./ 


Her  tyranny. 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

The  Eaftern  world  fell  proftrate  before  the  genius  and  fortune  of 
the  daughter  of  Acacius.  The  proftitute  who,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
innumerable  fpe&ators,  had  polluted  the  theatre  of  Conllantinoplc, 
was  adored  as  a queen  in  the  fame  city,  by  grave  magiftrates,  ortho- 
dox bithops,  victorious  generals,  and  captive  monarchs”. 

Thofe  who  believe  that  the  female  mind  is  totally  depraved  by  the 
lofs  of  chaftity,  will  eagerly  liften  to  all  the  inveCtives  of  private 
envy  or  popular  refentment,  which  have  diffembled  the  virtues  of 
Theodora,  exaggerated  her  vices,  and  condemned  with  rigour  the 
venal  or  voluntary  fins  of  the  youthful  harlot.  From  a motive 
of  fhame  or  contempt,  fhe  often  declined  the  fervile  homage  of 
the  multitude,  efcaped  from  the  odious  light  of  the  capital,  and 
palled  the  greateft  part  of  the  year  in  the  palaces  and  gardens  which 
were  pleafantly  feated  on  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Propontis  and  the 
Bofphorus.  Her  private  hours  were  devoted  to  the  prudent  as  well 
as  grateful  care  of  her  beauty,  the  luxury  of  the  bath  and  table, 
and  the  long  Humber  of  the  evening  and  the  morning.  Her  fecret 
apartments  were  occupied  by  the  favourite  women  and  eunuchs, 
whofe  intcrefts  and  paflions  fhe  indulged  at  the  expence  of  jullice; 
the  moll  illuftrious  perfonages  of  the  ftatc  were  crowded  into  a dark 
and  fultry  antichamber,  and  when  at  laft,  after  tedious  attendance, 
they  were  admitted  to  kifs  the  feet  of  Theodora,  they  experienced, 
as  her  humour  might  fuggeft,  the  filent  arrogance  of  an  emprefs,  or 
the  capricious  levity  of  a comedian.  Her  rapacious  avarice  to  ac- 
cumulate an  iminenfe  treafure,  may  be  excufed  by  the  apprehenfion 

t>f  her  hufband’s  death,  which  could  leave  no  alternative  between 

# 

germanumque  fervitium  me  fervaturum,  fa-  “ Let  greatnefs  own  her,  and  fte’i  mean 

cratiflimis  DDNN.  Juftiniano  et  Theodoras  no  more,”  Sec* 

conjugi  ejus  (Novell,  vifl.  tit.  3.).  Would  Without  Warburcon't  critical  telefcope,  I 
the  oath  have  been  binding  in  favour  of  the  fhoold  never  have  feen,  in  this  general  pic- 
widow  f Communes  tituli  et  triumphi.  Sec.  ture  of  triumphant  vice,  any  perfonal  allu- 
(Alcman.  p,  47,  48.).  fion  to  Theodora. 

ruin 
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ruin  and  the  throne  ; and  fear  as  well  as  ambition  might  cxafperate 
Theodora  againft  two  generals,  who,  during  a malady  of  the  em- 
peror, had  ralhly  declared  that  they  were  not  difpofcd  to  acquiefce 
in  the  choice  of  the  capital.  But  the  reproach  of  cruelty,  fo  re- 
pugnant even  to  her  fofter  vices,  has  left  an  indelible  (lain  on  the 
memory  of  Theodora.  Her  numerous  fpics  obferved,  and  zealoufly 
reported,  every  adtion,  or  word,  or  look,  injurious  to  their  royal 
mi  ft  refs.  Whomsoever  they  accufed  were  call  into  her  peculiar 

prifons  ”,  inacceflible  to  the  enquiries  of  juftice ; and  it  was  ru- 
moured, that  the  torture  of  the  rack,  or  fcourge,  had  been  infii&ed 
in  the  prefence  of  a female  tyrant,  infenfible  to  the  voice  of  prayer 
or  of  pity Some  of  thefe  unhappy  victims  perifhed  in  deep  un- 
wholefome  dungeons,  while  others  were  permitted,  after  the  lofs  of 
their  limbs,  their  reafon,  or  their  fortune,  to  appear  in  the  world 
the  living  monuments  of  her  vengeance,  which  was  commonly 
-extended  to  the  children  of  thofe  whom  fhe  had  fufpedted  or  in- 
jured. The  fenator  or  bifhop,  whofe  death  or  exile  Theodora 
had  pronounced,  was  delivered  to  a trufty  mefienger,  and  his  dili- 
gence was  quickened  by  a menace  from  her  own  mouth.  “ If  you 
“ fail  in  the  execution  of  my  commands,  I fwcar  by  him  who  liveth 
“ for  ever,  that  your  fkin  fliall  be  flayed  from  your  body 

If  the  creed  of  Theodora  had  not  been  tainted  with  hcrefy,  her 
exemplary  devotion  might  have  atoned,  in  the  opinion  of  her  con- 
temporaries, for  pride,  avarice,  and  cruelty.  But,  if  flic  employed 
her  influence  to  afluage  the  intolerant  fury  of  the  emperor,  the  pre- 
fent  age  will  allow  fome  merit  to  her  religion,  and  much  indulgence 

31  Her  prifons,  a labyrinth,  a Tartarus  wife,  a favourite  of  the  emprefs,  had  not 
(Anecdot,  C.  4.),  were  under  the  palace,  been  found  arerr^  (A nccdot.  c 17.). 
Darknefs  is  propitious  to  cruelty,  but  it  is  ” Per  viventem  in  farcula  excoriari  te  fa- 
likewife  favourable  to  calumny  and  fiftion.  ciam.  Anartafius  dc  Vilis  Pont.  Roman,  in 
A more  jocular  whipping  was  inflifled  Vigilio,  p.  40. 
cn  Sa'urninu*,  for  prefuming  to  fay  that  his 

Vol.  iv.  1 . to 


57 

CHAP. 

XL. 

\m  mi 


Her  virtues. 


Digitized  by  Google 


58  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

C V P t0  ^er  fpeculative  errors'*.  The  name  of  Theodora  was  introduced, 
v. — r—>  with  equal  honour,  in  all  the  pious  and  charitable  foundations  of 
Jullinian  ; and  the  molt  benevolent  inftitution  of  his  reign  may 
be  afcribed  to  the  fyinpathy  of  the  emprefs  for  her  lefs  fortunate 
fillers,  who  had  been  feduced  or  compelled  to  embrace  the  trade  of 
proftitution.  A palace,  on  the  Afiatic  fide  of  the  Bofphorus,  was 
converted  into  a (lately  and  fpacious  monallery,  and  a liberal  main- 
tenance was  affigned  to  five  hundred  women,  who  had  been  col- 
lected from  the  ftreets  and  brothels  of  Conflantinople.  In  this  fafe 
and  holy  retreat,  they  were  devoted  to  perpetual  confinement ; and 
the  defpair  of  fomc,  who  threw  themfelves  headlong  into  the  fea, 
was  loll  in  the  gratitude  of  the  penitents,  who  had  been  delivered 
from  fin  and  mifery  by  their  generous  benefaClrefs”.  The  pru- 
dence of  Theodora  is  celebrated  by  Jullinian  himfclf ; and  his  laws 
are  attributed  to  the  fage  counfels  of  his  moll  reverend  wife,  whom 
he  had  received  as  the  gift  of  the  Deity  J°.  Her  courage  was  dis- 
played amidtl  the  tumult  of  the  people  and  the  terrors  of  the  court. 
Her  challity,  from  the  moment  of  her  union  with  Jullinian,  is 
founded  on  the  filence  of  her  implacable  enemies ; and,  although 
the  daughter  of  Acacius  might  be  fatiated  with  love,  yet  fome  ap- 
plaufe  is  due  to  the  firmnefs  of  a mind  which  could  Sacrifice  pleafure 
and  habit  to  the  llrongcr  fenfe  either  of  duty  or  intereft.  The  wifhes 
and  prayers  of  Theodora  could  never  obtain  the  blelfing  of  a lawful 
fon,  and  Ihe  buried  an  infant  daughter,  the  foie  offspring  of  her 

14  Ludewig,  p.  1 6 1— 1 66.  I give  him  fimilar  occtfion,  fhe  releafed  and  clothed  the 
credit  for  the  charitable  attempt,  although  girls  whom  (he  had  purchafed  from  the  (lews 
It  hath  not  much  charity  in  his  temper.  at  five  aurei  a-piece. 

33  Compare  the  Anecdotes  (c.  17.)  with  16  Novell,  viii.  1.  An  allufion  to  Theo- 
the  Edifices  (1.  i.  c.  9.)— how  differently  may  dora.  Her  enemies  read  ihe  name  Dxmono* 
the  fame  fad  be  dated  ! John  Malala  (tom.ii.  dora  (Aleman,  p.  66.). 
p.  174,  175.)  obferres,  that  on  this,  or  a 

marriage, 
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■marriage'7.  Notwithftanding  this  difappointment,  her  dominion 
•was  permanent  and  abfolute;  fhe  preferred,  by  art  or  merit,  the 
affc&ions  of  Juftinian ; and  their  feeming  diffenfions  were  always 
fatal  to  the  courtiers  who  believed  them  to  be  fincere.  Perhaps  her 
health  had  been  impaired  by  the  liccntioufncfs  of  her  youth ; but  it 
was  always  delicate,  and  fhe  was  directed  by  her  phyficians  to  ufe 
the  Pythian  warm  baths.  In  this  journey,  the  emprefs  was  followed 
by  the  praetorian  prxfctt,  the  great  treafurer,  feveral  counts  and 
patricians,  and  a fplendid  train  of  four  thoufand  attendants : the 
highways  were  repaired  at  her  approach ; a palace  was  crcdtcd  for 
her  reception ; and  as  fhe  pafled  through  Bithynia,  flic  diftributed 
liberal  alms,  to  the  churches,  the  monafteries,  and  the  hofpitals, 
that  they  might  implore  heaven  for  the  rcftoration  of  her  health  ". 
At  length,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  her  marriage,  and  the 
twenty-fecond  of  her  reign,  fhe  was  confumed  by  a cancer ” ; and 
the  irreparable  lofs  was  deplored  by  her  hufband,  who,  in  the  room 
of  a theatrical  proftitute,  might  have  felected  the  pureft  and  moll 
noble  virgin  of  the  Eaft*0. 

II.  A material  difference  may  be  obferved  in  the  games  of  anti- 
quity: the  molt  eminent  of  the  Greeks  were  aftors,  the  Romans 
were  merely  fpe&ators.  The  Olympic  ftadium  was  open  to  wealth. 


CHAP. 

XL. 


and  death, 
A.D.  548, 
Jane  u. 


The  fa&ions 
of  the  circus. 


*7  St.  Sabas  refufed  to  pray  for  a fon  of 
Theodora,  left  he  ftiould  prove  an  heretic 
worfe  than  Anaftafius  himfclf  (Cyril  in  Vit. 
St.  Sr.bx,  apud  Aleman,  p.  70.  109.). 

*•  See  John  Malala,  tom.  ii.  p.  174.  Theo- 
phanes,  p.  158.  Procopius  de  Edific.  1.  v. 

c.  3. 

,9  Theodora  Chalcedonenfis  fynodi  inimi- 
ca  canceris  plagi  toto  cor  pore  perfufa  vicam 
prodigiofc  linivit  (Viftor  Tunuccrfu  in 
Chron.).  On  fuch  occalions,  an  orthodox 
mind  is  fteeled  againft  pity.  Alemaonus 
(p.  12,  13.)  underftands  the  tvci0^ 

I 


of  Theophanes  as  cnil  language,  which  doei 
not  imply  either  piety  or  repentance;  yet 
two  yeari  after  her  death,  St.  Theodora  ii 
celebrated  by  Paul  Silcntiarius  (in  Proem. 
r.  58—61.). 

40  As  (he  persecuted  the  Popei,  and  rcjrft- 
ed  a council,  Baronins  cxhau.ts  the  names  of 
Eve,  Dalila,  Herodias,  See. ; after  which  he 
has  recourfe  to  his  infernal  dictionary:  civil 
inferni — alumna  darmonum— fatanico  agitata 
fpiritil— xdro  pcrcita  diabolico,  Sec.  Sc c. 
(A.  D.  558.  N°  a+.J. 

2 merit. 
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C H^A  P.  merit,  and  ambition  ; and  if  the  candidates  could  depend  on  their 
« — ■ pcrfonal  (kill  and  activity,  they  might  purfue  the  footfteps  of  Dio- 

mede and  Menelaus,  and  conduct  their  own  horfes  in  the  rapid 
career".  Ten,  twenty,  forty  chariots,  were  allowed  to  ftart  at  the 
fame  inftant ; a crown  of  leaves  was  the  reward  of  the  vidtor ; and 
his  fame,  with  that  of  his  family  and  country,  was  chaunted  in  lyric 
ftrains  more  durable  than  monuments  of  brafs  and  marble.  But  a 
fenator,  or  even  a citizen,  confcious  of  his  dignity,  would  have 
blufhed  to  expofe  his  perfon  or  his  horfes  in  the  circus  of  Rome. 
The  games  were  exhibited  at  the  expence  of  the  republic,  the  ma- 
giftrates,  or  the  emperors : but  the  reins  were  abandoned  to  fervile 
hands,  and  if  the  profits  of  a favourite  charioteer  fonietimes  ex- 
ceeded thofe  of  an  advocate,  they  muft  be  confidered  as  the  cffe&s 
of  popular  extravagance,  and  the  high  wages  of  a difgraceful  profef- 
fion.  The  race,  in  its  firft  inllitution,  was  a fimple  conteft  of  two 
chariots,  whofe  drivers  were  diftinguifticd  by  -white  and  red  liveries  ; 
two  additional  colours,  a light  green,  and  a cxrulean  blue,  were- 
afterwards  introduced ; and,  as  the  races  were  repeated  twenty-five 
times,  one  hundred  chariots  contributed  in  the  fame  day  to  the 
pomp  of  the  circus.  The  four  fadtions  foon  acquired  a legal  efta- 
blilhment,  and  a myfterious  origin,  and  then-  fanciful  colours  were 
derived  from  the  various  appearances  of  nature  in  the  four  feafons 
of  the  year ; the  red  dog-ftar  of  fummer,  the  fnows  of  winter,  the 
deep  {hades  of  autumn,  and  the  cheerful  verdure  of  the  fpring  *\ 

41  Read  and  feel  the  xxiiid  book  of  the  vifties  much  wit  and  eloquence  on  this  thea- 
Iliad,  a living  pifture  pf  manners,  paffions,  trical  myftery.  Of  Lhefe  colours,  the  three 
and  the  whole  form  and  fpirit  of  the  chariot  firft  may  be  fairly  tranflated  nx-hite^  red,  and 
race.  Weft’s  Diftertarion  on  the  Olympic  green.  P tnetui  is  explained  by  eetrultut,  a 
Game?  (fe&.  xii— xvii.)  affords  much  curious  word  various  and  vague:  it  is  properly  the 
and  authentic  information.  fley  reflected  in  the  fea ; but  cuilom  and  con- 

41  The  four  colours,  albati,  rujfati,  prafi-  vcnience  may  allow  blue  as  an  equivalent 
»/,  veweti , reprefent  the  four  feafons,  accord*  (Robert.  Stephan,  fuo  vocc.  Spence’s  Poly- 
ing  to  Cafliodorius  ( Var.  iii.  5 1.),  who  la*  metis,  p.  218.). 

Another 
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Another  interpretation  preferred  the  elements  to  the  feafons,  and  the 
ftruggle  of  the  green  and  blue  was  fuppofed  to  reprefent  the  conflict 
of  the  earth  and  fea.  Their  refpcCtive  victories  announced  either 
a plentiful  harveft  or  a profperous  navigation,  and  the  hoflility  of 
the  hufbandmen  and  mariners  was  fomewhat  lefs  abfurd  than  the 
blind  ardour  of  the  Roman  people,  who  devoted  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  the  colour  which  they  had  cfpoufed.  Such  folly  was 
difdained  and  indulged  by  the  wifeft  princes ; but  the  names  of  Cali- 
gula, Nero,  Vitellius,  Verus,  Commodus,  Caracalla,  and  Elagaba- 
lus,  were  enrolled  in  the  blue  or  green  fadions  of  the  circus  : they 
frequented  their  Rabies,  applauded  their  favourites,  chaflifcd  their 
antagoniRs,-  and  deferred  the  eRecm  of  the  populace,  by  the  natural 
or  affeded  imitation  of  their  manners.  The  bloody  and  tumultuous 
conteR  continued  to  diRurb  the  public  fcRivity,  till  the  laR  age  of 
the  fpeCtaclcs  of  Rome;  and  Thcodoric,  from  a motive  of  juRice 
or  affection,  interpofed  his  authority  to  protect  the  greens  againR 
the  violence  of  a conful  and  a patrician,  who  were  paflionatcly  ad- 
dicted to  the  blue  faction  of  the  circus**. 

ConRantinople  adopted  the  follies,  though  not  the  virtues,  of  an- 
cient Rome  ; and  the  fame  factions  which  had  agitated  the  circus, 
raged  with  redoubled  fury  in  the  hippodrome.  Under  the  reign  of 
AnaRafius,  this  popular  frenzy  was  inflamed  by  religious  zeal ; and 
the  greens,  who  had  treacheroufly  concealed  Rones  and  daggers 
under  bafkets  of  fruit,  maffacred  at  a folemn  feRival,  three  thou- 
land  of  their  blue  adverfarics**.  From  the  capital,  this  peRilence 
was  diffufed  into  the  provinces  and  cities  of  the  Fafl,  and  the  fportive 


43  Sec  Onuphrius  Panvtnius  dc  Ludis  Cir- 
ceniibu*,  1.  i.  c.  10,  ||.;  the  xviith  Annota- 
tion on  Mafcou’s  Hiiiory  of  the  Germans  ; 
and  Aleman,  ad  c.  vii. 

44  Marccllin.  in  Chron.  p.  47.  Inftead  of 
the  vulgar  word  veNitaf  he  ufes  the  more  cx- 

8 


qurfite  terms  of  otrulfa  and  certain.  Baro- 
nies (A.  D.  501.  Ng  4*  5,  6.)  is  f3ti$6ed  that 
the  blues  were  orthodox  ; but  Tillemont  is 
anpry  at  the  fuppofition,  and  will  not  allow 
any  martyrs  in  a playhoufe  (Hill,  dcs  £mp. 
tom.  vi.  p.  5 54-). 
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C fxrA  T ‘EtfiinClion  of  two  colours  produced  two  ftrong  and  irreconcile- 

< v~~~»  able  factions,  which  fhook  the  foundations  of  a feeble  government 

The  popular  dilTenfions,  founded  on  the  moll  ferious  intereft,  or  holy 
pretence,  have  fcarcely  equalled  the  obftinacy  of  this  wanton  difeord, 
which  invaded  the  peace  of  families,  divided  friends  and  brothers, 
and  tempted  the  female  fex,  though  feldom  feen  in  the -circus,  to 
efpoufe  the  inclinations  of  their  lovers,  or  to  contradict  the  wifhes  of 
their  hufbands.  Every  law,  either  human  or  divine,  was  trampled 
under  foot,  and  as  long  as  the  party  was  fuccefsful,  its  deluded  fol- 
lowers appeared  carelefs  of  private  did rels  or  public  calamity.  The 
licence,  without  the  freedom  of  democracy,  was  revived  at  Antioch 
and  Conflantinopie,  and  the  fupport  of  a faction  became  ncceflary  to 
every  candidate  for  civil  or  ccclefiaftical  honours.  A fecret  attach- 
ment to  the  family  or  feCt  of  Anaftafius,  was  imputed  to  the  greens ; 
the  blues  were  zealoufly  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  orthodoxy  and 
juitinUn  fa-  Juftinian**,  and  their  grateful  patron,  protected,  above  five  years, 
blues. lle  l^e  diforders  of  a faCtion,  whofe  fealonable  tumults  overawed  the 
palace,  the  fenate,  and  the  capitals  of  the  Eaft.  Infolcnt  with  royal 
favour,  the  blues  affeCted  to  ftrike  terror  by  a peculiar  and  Barbaric 
drefs,  the  long  hair  of  the  Huns,  their  clofe  fleeves  and  ample  gar- 
ments, a lofty  ftep,  and  a fonorous  voice.  In  the  day  they  con- 
cealed their  two-edged  ponyards,  but  in  the  night  they  boldly  aflem- 
bled  in  arms,  and  in  numerous  bands,  prepared  for  every  aCt  of 
violence  and  rapine.  Their  adverfaries  of  the  green  faCtion,  or 
even  inoflenfive  citizens,  were  ftripped  and  often  murdered  by  theffe 
noCturnal  robbers,  and  it  became  dangerous  to  wear  any  gold  but- 


*’  See  Procopius  (Pcrfic.  I.i.  c.  24).  In  44  The  partiality  of  Jultinian  for  the  bluet 
dcfciibing  the  vices  of  the  ftflions  and  of  the  ( A necdot.  c.  j.)  it  incited  by  Evngrius 
government,  the /*d/rr,  is  not  more  favourable  (Hilt.  Ecclef.  i.  ir.  c.  }t.)j  John  Malata 
than  the  ftcrel,  hiltorian.  Aleman,  (p.  26.)  (tom.  ii.  p.  138,  139.),  efpecially  for  An- 
has  quoted  a line  paflige  from  Gregory  Nazi-  tioch  j and  Theophanes  (p.  141.). 
anzen,  which  proves  the  inveteracy  of  the  evil. 
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tons  or  girdles,  or  to  appear  at  a late  hour  in  the  ftreets  of  a peace-  c H^A  P. 

ful  capital.  A daring  fpirit,  rifing  with  impunity,  proceeded  to  > 

violate  the  fafeguard  of  private  houfes ; and  fire  was  employed  to 
facilitate  the  attack,  or  to  conceal  the  crimes  of  tlicfe  factious  rioters. 

No  place  was  fafe  or  facred  from  their  depredations ; to  gratify  either 
avarice  or  revenge,  they  profufely  fpilt  the  blood  of  the  innocent ; 
churches  and  altars  were  polluted  by  atrocious  murders,  and  it  was 
the  boaft  of  the  affafllns,  that  their  dexterity  could  always  inflidl  a 
mortal  wound  with  a Angle  ftroke  of  their  dagger.  The  diflolute 
youth  of  Conftantinople  adopted  the  blue  livery  of  diforder ; 
the  laws  were  filent,  and  the  bonds  of  focicty  were  relaxed  : cre- 
ditors were  compelled  to  refign  their  obligations  ; judges  to  re- 
verfe  their  fentence ; mailers  to  enfranchifc  their  (laves ; fathers  to 
fupply  the  extravagance  of  their  children  ; noble  matrons  were 
proftituted  to  the  lull  of  their  fervants ; beautiful  boys  were  tom 
from  the  arms  of  their  parents  ; and  wives,  unlefs  they  preferred  a 
voluntary  death,  were  ravilhed  in  the  prefence  of  their  hulbands 
The  defpair  of  the  greens,  who  were  perfecuted  by  their  enemies, 
and  deferted  by  the  magiftratc,  alfumed  the  privilege  of  defence, 
perhaps  of  retaliation  : but  thofe  who  furvived  the  combat,  were 
dragged  to  execution,  and  the  unhappy  fugitives  efcaping  to 
woods  and  caverns,  preyed  without  mercy  on  the  focicty  from 
whence  they  were  expelled.  Thofe  minillcrs  of  juftice  who  had 
courage  to  punilh  the  crimes,  and  to  brave  the  refentment  of  the 
blues,  became  the  vittims  of  their  indifcrcct  zeal : a pntfett  of  Con- 
ftantinople fled  for  refuge  to  the  holy  fepulchre,  a count  of  the  Eaft 
was  ignominioufly  whipped,  and  a governor  of  Cilicia  was  hanged 
by  the  order  of  Theodora,  on  the  tomb  of  two  aflaflins  whom  lie 
had  condemned  for  the  murder  of  his  groom,  and  a daring  attack 

47  A wife  (fays  Procopius)  who  was  feized  fccond  Syria  (Aleman,  p.  ?6.)  deplore  a fiml- 
aml  almoft  ravilhed  by  a blue-coat,  threw  her-  lar  fuicide,  the  guilt  or  glory  of  ftmaie  ch&f* 
fclf  into  the  Bofphorus.  The  bifhops  of  the  tity,  and  name  the  heroine. 

upon 
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XL. 


Sedition  of 
ConftantU 
nople,  fur- 

named  AVtaj 

A.  D.  532, 
January. 


upon  his  own  life4’.  An  afpiring  candidate  may  be  tempted  to 
build  his  greatnefs  on  the  public  eonfufion,  but  it  is  the  intereft  as 
well  as  duty  of  a fovereign  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws. 
The  firft  edict  of  Judinian,  which  was  often  repeated,  and  fome- 
times  executed,  announced  his  firm  refolution  to  fupport  the  inno- 
cent, and  to  chaflife  the  guilty  of  every  denomination  and  colour. 
Yet  the  balance  of  juflice  was  Hill  inclined  in  favour  of  the  blue 
faction,  by  the  fecret  affection,  the  habits,  and  the  fears  of  the  em- 
peror; his  equity,  after  an  apparent  druggie,  fubmitted,  without 
reluctance,  to  the  implacable  paflions  of  Theodora,  and  the  em- 
prefs  never  forgot  or  forgave  the  injuries  of  the  comedian.  At 
the  acccffion  of  the  younger  Judin,  the  proclamation  of  equal  and 
rigorous  judice  indirectly  condemned  the  partiality  of  the  former 
reign.  “ Ye  blues,  Judinian  is  no  more!  ye  greens,  he  is  dill 
« alive4*!” 

A fedition,  which  almod  laid  Condantinoplc  in  afhes,  was  ex- 
cited by  the  mutual  hatred  and  momentary  reconciliation  of  the 
two  factions.  In  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  Judinian  celebrated  the 
fedival  of  the  ides  of  January  : the  games  were  inceflantly  didurbed 
by  the  clamorous  difeontent  of  the  greens ; till  the  twenty-fecond 
race,  the  emperor  maintained  his  filent  gravity  ; at  length,  yielding 
to  his  impatience,  he  condefcended  to  hold,  in  abrupt  fentences, 
and  by  the  voice  of  a cryer,  the  mod  Angular  dialogue”  that  ever 


*f  The  doubtful  credit  of  Procopius  (Anec- 
<lot.  c.  17.)  is  fupported  by  the  lefs  partial 
Evagrius,  who  confirms  the  fa&,  and  fpecifies 
the  names.  The  tragic  fate  of  the  pnefe& 
of  Condantinople  is  related  by  John  Ma- 
iala  (tom.  ii.  p.  139.)* 

*9  See  John  Malala  (tom.  ii.  p.  147.)  ; vet 
he  owns  that  Judinian  was  attached  to  the 
blues.  The  feeming  difeord  of  the  emperor 
and  Theodora,  is  perhaps  viewed  with  too 


much  j'ealoufv  and  refinement  by  Procopius 
(Artec Jot.  c.  10.).  See  Aleman.  Prarfat. 

p.  6. 

50  This  dialogue,  which  Theophanes  hat 
prefer ved,  exhibits  the  popular  language,  at 
well  as  the  manners,  of  Condantinoplc  in 
the  vith  century.  Their  Greek  is  mingled 
with  many  drangc  and  barbarous  words,  for 
which  Ducange  cannot  always  find  a mean- 
ing or  etymology. 

pafled 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


f>S 

pa  (Ted  between  a prince  and  his  fubjedts.  Their  fir  ft  complaints  were  c p- 

refpedtful  and  modeft ; they  accufed  the  fubordinatc  minifters  of  ' « • 

oppreflion,  and  proclaimed  their  withes  for  the  long  life  and  vidlory 
of  the  emperor.  “ Be  patient  and  attentive,  ye  infolent  rafters,”  ex- 
claimed Juftinian ; “ be  mute,  ye  Jews,  Samaritans,  and  Mani- 
“ chaeans.”  The  greens  ftill  attempted  to  awaken  his  companion. 

“ We  are  poor,  we  are  innocent,  we  are  injured,  we  dare  not  pafs 
“ through  the  ftrects : a general  perfecution  is  exercifed  againft  our 
“ name  and  colour.  Let  us  die,  O emperor,  but  let  us  die  by  your 
“ command,  and  for  your  fervice  1”  But  the  repetition  of  partial 
and  paflionate  invedlives  degraded,  in  their  eyes,  the  majefty  of  the 
purple ; they  renounced  allegiance  to  the  prince  who  refufed  juftice 
to  his  people  ; lamented  that  the  father  of  Juftinian  had  been  born  ; 
and  branded  his  fon  with  the  opprobrious  names  of  an  homicide, 
an  afs,  and  a perjured  tyrant.  “ Do  you  defpife  your  lives?”  cried 
the  indignant  monarch  : the  blues  rofe  with  fury  from  their  feats ; 
their  hoftile  clamours  thundered  in  the  hippodrome ; and  their  ad- 
verfaries,  deferring  the  unequal  contcft,  fpread  terror  and  defpair 
through  the  ftreets  of  Conftantinople.  At  this  dangerous  moment, 
feven  notorious  aftailins  of  both  fadlions,  who  had  been  condemned 
by  the  prafedt,  were  carried  round  the  city,  and  afterwards  tranf- 
ported  to  the  place  of  execution  in  the  fuburb  of  Pcra.  Four  were 
immediately  beheaded ; a fifth  was  hanged  : but  when  the  fame  pu- 
nilhment  was  inflidled  on  the  remaining  two,  the  rope  broke,  they 
fell  alive  to  the  ground,  the  populace  applauded  their  efcape,  and 
the  monks  of  St.  Conon,  ifluing  from  the  neighbouring  convent, 
conveyed  them  in  a boat  to  the  fandtuary  of  the  church  ”.  As  one 
of  thefe  criminals  was  of  the  blue,  and  the  other  of  the  green  livery, 
the  two  fadlions  were  equally  provoked  by  the  cruelty  of  their  op- 

" See  this  church  and  monaftery  in  Ducange,  C.  P.  Chrifliana,  1.  iv.  p.  i8a. 

Vox..  IV.  K preffor, 
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C "lA  P Pre®"or>  or  t^le  ingratitude  of  their  patron ; and  a fhort  truce  was 

< — < concluded  till  they  had  delivered  their  prifoners  and  fatisfied  their 

revenge.  The  palace  of  the  prjefeft,  who  withllood  the  feditious 
torrent,  was  inftantly  burnt,  his  officers  and  guards  were  mafiacred, 
the  prifons  were  forced  open,  and  freedom  was  reftored  to  thofe 
who  could  only  ufe  it  for  the  public  dcftrudfion.  A military  force, 
which  had  been  difpatched  to  the  aid  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  was 
fiercely  encountered  by  an  armed  multitude,  whofe  numbers  and 
boldnefs  continually  encreafed ; and  the  Heruli,  the  wildeft  Bar- 
barians in  the  fervice  of  the  empire,  overturned  th«  priefts  and  their 
relics,  which,  from  a pious  motive,  had  been  raffily  interpofed  to 
feparate  the  bloody  conflict.  The  tumult  was  exafperated  by  this 
facrilege,  the  people  fought  with  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  God ; 
the  women,  from  the  roofs  and  windows,  fhowered  ft  ones  on  the 
heads  of  the  foidiers,  who  darted  firebrands  againft  the  houfes ; and 
the  various  flames,  which  had  been  kindled  by  the  hands  of  citizens 
and  ftrangers,  fpread  without  controul  over  the  face  of  the  city. 
The  conflagration  involved  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  the  baths  of 
Zeuxippus,  a part  of  the  palace,  from  the  firft  entrance  to  the^altar  of 
Mars,  and  the  long  portico  from  the  palace  to  the  forum  of  Conftan- 
tine ; a large  hofpital,  with  the  fick  patients,  was  confumed ; many 
churches  and  ftately  edifices  were  deftroyed,  and  an  immenfe  trea- 
fure  of  gold  and  filver  was  either  melted  or  loft.  From  fuch  feenes 
of  horTor  and  diftrefs,  the  wife  and  wealthy  citizens  efcaped  over 
the  Bofphorus  to  the  AGatic  fide  ; and  during  five  days  Conftanti- 
nople  was  abandoned  to  the  fa&ions,  whofe  watch-word,  Nika, 
vanqui/h ! has  given  a name  to  this  memorable  fedition’*. 

**  The  hiftory  of  the  Nika  fedition  is  ex-  (torn,  ii,  p.  213 — 218. ),  Chron.  PafchaL 
traced  from  Marcellinus  (in  Chron.),  Pro-  (p.  336  — 340  ),  Theopbanes  (Chronograph, 
copios  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  26  ),  John  Malala  P** 54— 158.), andZonaras^i.xiv.p,6i— 63. )* 
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As  long  as  the  factions  were  divided,  the  triumphant  blues,  and 
dcfponding  greens,  appeared  to  behold  with  the  fame  indifference 
the  diforders  of  the  ftate.  They  agreed  to  cenfure  the  corrupt  ma- 
nagement of  juftice  and  the  finance  ; and  the  two  refponfible  mini- 
fters,  the  artful  Tribonian,  and  the  rapacious  John  of  Cappadocia, 
were  loudly  arraigned  as  the  authors  of  the  public  mifery.  The 
peaceful  murmurs  of  the  people  would  have  been  difregarded  : they 
were  heard  with  refpeft  when  the  city  was  in  flames  ; the  quaeftor, 
and  the  praefeS,  were  inftantly  removed,  and  their  offices  were  filled 
by  two  fenators  of  blamclefs  integrity.  After  this  popular  conceffion, 
Juftinian  proceeded  to  the  hippodrome  to  confefs  his  own  errors, 
and  to  accept  the  repentance  of  his  grateful  fubje&s  ; but  they  dif- 
trufted  his  affuranccs,  though  folemnly  pronounced  in  the  prefence 
of  the  holy  gofpels ; and  the  emperor,  alarmed  by  their  diftruft,  re- 
treated with  precipitation  to  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  the  palace.  The 
obftinacy  of  the  tumult  was  now  imputed  to  a fecret  and  ambitious 
confpiracy ; and  a fufpicion  was  entertained,  that  the  infurgents, 
more  efpecially  the  green  faftion,  had  been  fupplied  with  arms 
and  money  by  Hypatius  and  Pompey,  two  patricians,  who  could 
neither  forget  with  honour,  nor  remember  with  fafety,  that  they 
were  the  nephews  of  the  emperor  Anaftafius.  Capricioufly  trufted, 
difgraced,  and  pardoned,  by  the  jealous  levity  of  the  monarch,  they 
had  appeared  as  loyal  fervants  before  the  throne ; and,  during  five 
days  of  the  tumult,  they  were  detained  as  important  hoflages ; till 
at  length,  the  fears  of  Juftinian  prevailing  over  his  prudence,  he 
viewed  the  two  brothers  in  the  light  of  fpies,  perhaps  of  affaflins, 
and  ftemly  commanded  them  to  depart  from  the  palace.  Al:er  a 
fmitlefs  reprefentation,  that  obedience  might  lead  to  involuntary 
treafon,  they  retired  to  their  houfes,  and  in  the  morning  of  the 
fixth  day  Hypatius  was  furrounded  and  feized  by  the  people,  who, 
regajrdleft  of  his  virtuous  refiftance,  and  the  tears  of  his  wife,  tranf- 
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Firmnefs  of 
Theodora. 


C H P.  ported  their  favourite  to  the  forum  of  Conflantine,  and  inftead  of 
a diadem,  placed  a rich  collar  on  his  head.  If  the  ufurper,  who 
afterwards  pleaded  the  merit  of  his  delay,  had  complied  with  the 
advice  of  his  fenate,  and  urged  the  fury  of  the  multitude,  their  firft 
irrefiftible  effort  might  have  oppreffed  or  expelled  his  trembling 
competitor.  The  Byzantine  palace  enjoyed  a free  communication 
with  the  fea ; veffels  lay  ready  at  the  garden-ftairs  ; and  a fecret  re- 
folution  was  already  formed,  to  convey  the  emperor  with  his  family 
and  treafures  to  a fafe  retreat,  at  fome  dillance  from  the  capital. 

Juftiuian  was  loft,  if  the  proftitute  whom  he  raifed  from  the 
theatre  had  not  renounced  the  timidity,  as  well  as  the  virtues,  of 
her  fex.  In  the  midft  of  a council,  where  Belifarius  was  prefent, 
Theodora  alone  difplayed  the  fpirit  of  an  hero ; and  flic  alone,  with- 
out apprehending  his  future  hatred,  could  fave  the  emperor  from 
the  imminent  danger,  and  his  unworthy  fears.  “ If  flight,’’  faid  the 
confort  of  Juftinian,  “ were  the  only  means  of  fafety,  yet  I Ihould 
“ difdain  to  fly.  Death  is  the  condition  of  our  birth  ; but  they 
“ who  have  reigned  Ihould  never  furvive  the  lofs  of  dignity  and 
“ dominion.  I implore  heaven,  that  I may  never  be  l'een,  not  a 
“ day,  without  my  diadem  and  purple ; that  I may  no  longer  bc- 
“ hold  the  light,  when  I ceafc  to  be  falutcd  with  the  name  of 
“ queen.  If  you  refolve,  O Csefar,  to  fly,  you  have  treafures ; be- 
“ hold  the  fea,  you  have  Ihips ; but  tremble  left  the  defire  of  life 
“ (hould  expofc  you  to  wretched  exile  and  ignominious  death.  For 
“ my  own  part,  I adhere  to  the  maxim  of  antiquity,  that  the  throne 
“ is  a glorious  fepulchre.”  The  firmnefs  of  a woman  reftored  the 
courage  to  deliberate  and  a£t,  and  courage  foon  difeovers  the  re- 
fources  of  the  tnoft  defperate  fituation.  It  was  an  eal'y  and  a decifive 
meafure  to  revive  the  animofity  of  the  factions ; the  blue  were 
aftoniflied  at  their  own  guilt  and  folly,  that  a trifling  injury  fliould 
provoke  them  to  confpire  with  their  implacable  enemies  againft  a 

gracious 
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gracious  and  liberal  benefactor  ; they  again  proclaimed  the  majefty  c H^A  P. 

of  Juflinian,  and  the  greens,  with  their  upftart  emperor,  were  left  ' — 

alone  in  the  hippodrome.  The  fidelity  of  the  guards  was  doubtful;  i,  fupprefled. 
but  the  military  force  of  Jullinian  confiftcd  in  three  thoufand  ve- 
terans, who  had  been  trained  to  valour  and  difciplinc  in  the  Perfian 
and  Illyrian  wars.  Under  the  command  of  Bclilarius  and  Mundus, 
they  filently  marched  in  two  divifions  from  the  palace,  forced  their 
obfcure  way  through  narrow  pafiages,  expiring  flames,  and  falling 
edifices,  and  burft  open  at  the  lame  moment  the  two  oppofite  gates 
of  the  hippodrome.  In  this  narrow  fpace,  the  difordcrly  and  af- 
frighted crowd  was  incapable  of  refilling  on  either  fide  a firm  and 
regular  attack  ; the  blues  fignali/.ed  the  fury  of  their  repentance ; 
and  it  is  computed,  that  above  thirty  thoufand  perfuns  were  (lain  in 
the  mercilefs  and  promifcuous  carnage  of  the  day.  Hypatius  was 
dragged  from  his  throne,  and  conduced  with  his  brother  Pompey 
to  the  feet  of  the  emperor  : they  implored  his  clemency  ; but  their 
crime  wTas  manifeft,  their  innocence  uncertain,  and  Juflinian  had 
been  too  much  terrified  to  forgive.  The  next  morning  the  two 
nephews  of  Anaftalius,  with  eighteen  ilhtflrious  accomplices,  of  pa- 
trician or  confular  rank,  were  privately  executed  by  the  foldiers ; 
their  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  their  palaces  razed,  and  their 
fortunes  confifcated.  The  hippodrome  itfelf  was  condemned,  during 
feveral  years,  to  a mournful  filence : with  the  reftoration  of  the 
games,  the  fame  diforders  revived ; and  the  blue  and  green  fa&ions 
continued  to  afflict  the  reign  of  Jullinian,  and  to  diflurb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Eallern  empire”. 

III.  That  empire,  after  Rome  was  barbarous,  Hill  embraced  the  Agriculture 

. and  manu* 

nations  whom  (he  had  conquered  beyond  the  Hadriatic,  and  as  far  failures  of 

the  Eattcra 

91  Marcellinus  fay*  in  general  terms,  innu-  Theophanes  are  fwclled  to  40,000  by  the  emPlrc> 
mens  populis  in  circo  truridatis.  Procopius  more  recent  Zonaraa.  Such  is  the  ufual  pro- 
numbers  30,000  viflims;  a*id  the  35,000  of  grefs  of  exaggeration. 

as 
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c **  A as  the  frontiers  of  ^Ethiopia  and  Perfia.  Juftinian  reigned  over  fixty- 

v.— v— -a  four  provinces,  and  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  cities  his  do- 
minions were  blefled  by  nature  with  the  advantages  of  foil,  lituation, 
and  climate : and  the  improvements  of  human  art  had  been  per- 
petually diffufed  along  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,  from  ancient  Troy  to  the  Egyptian  Thebes. 
Abraham  ” had  been  relieved  by  the  well-known  plenty  of  Egypt ; 
the  lame  country,  a fmall  and  populous  trafit,  was  ftill  capable  of 
exporting,  each  year,  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  quarters  of 
wheat  for  the  ufe  of  Conftantinople  '* ; and  the  capital  of  Juftinian  was 
fupplied  with  the  manufactures  of  Sidon,  fifteen  centuries  after  they 
had  been  celebrated  in  the  poems  of  Homer  *\  The  annual  powers 
of  vegetation,  inftead  of  being  exhaufted  by  two  thoufand  harvefts, 
were  renewed  and  invigorated  by  fkilful  liufbandry,  rich  manure, 
and  feafonable  repofe.  The  breed  of  domeftic  animals  was  infinitely 
multiplied.  Plantations,  buildings,  and  the  inftruments  of  labour 
and  luxury,  which  are  more  durable  than  the  term  of  human  life, 
were  accumulated  by  the  care  of  fucceflive  generations.  Tradition 
preferved,  and  experience  Amplified,  the  humble  practice  of  the 
arts : fociety  was  enriched  by  the  divifion  of  labour  and  the  facility 
of  exchange ; and  every  Roman  was  lodged,  clothed,  and  fubfifted, 


54  Hierocles,  a contemporary  of  Juftinian* 
compofed  his  (hineraria,  p.  631.), 

or  review*  of  the  caflcrn  provinces  and  cities 
before  the  year  535  (Wefleling  in  Prxfat.  and 
Not.  ad  p.  623,  &c.). 

” Sec  the  book  of  Genefis  (xii.  10  ),  and 
the  adroiniitration  of  Jofeph.  The  annals  of 
the  Greeks  and  Hebrews  agree  in  the  early 
arts  and  plenty  of  Egypt : but  this  antiquity 
fuppofes  a long  feries  of  improvement;  and 
Warburton,  who  is  alntoft  ftifled  by  the 
Hebrew*  calls  aloud  for  the  Samaritan* 
chronology  (Divine  Legation*  vol.  iii* 
P • »9-  *«•)• 


’*  Fight  millions  of  Roman  mniii,  belidfj 
a contribution  of  80,000  auret  for  the  ex* 
pences  of  water-carriage,  from  which  the  fub- 
jeft  was  gracioufly  excufcd.  See  the  xiiith 
EdiQ  of  Juftinian  : the  numbers  are  checked 
and  verified  by  the  agreement  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  texts. 

11  Homer’s  Iliad,  vi.  289.  Thefe  veils, 
vnrXat  vs^toiiuXsii  were  the  work  of  the  Si* 
dooian  women.  But  this  paiTage  is  more  ho- 
nourable to  the  manufactures  than  to  the 
navigation  of  Phcenicia*  from  whence  they 
had  been  imported  to  Troy  in  Phrygian  bot- 
toms. 

by 
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by  the  induftry  of  a thoufand  hands.  The  invention  of  the  loom  c p 
and  diftaff  has  been  pioufly  afcribed  to  the  gods.  In  every  age,  a * 

variety  of  animal  and  vegetable  produ&ions,  hair,  {kins,  wool,  flax, 
cotton,  and  at  length  ftlk,  have  been  (kilfully  manufactured  to  hide 
or  adorn  the  human  body ; they  were  ftained  with  an  infufion  of 
permanent  colours  j and  the  pencil  was  fuccefsfully  employed  to 
improve  the  labours  of  the  loom.  In  the  choice  of  thofe  colours” 
which  imitate  the  beauties  of  nature,  the  freedom  of  tafte  and  fafhion 
was  indulged ; but  the  deep  purple  ” which  the  Phoenicians  ex- 
traded  from  a {hell-fifh,  was  retrained  to  the  facred  perfon  and 
palace  of  the  emperor  ; and  the  penalties  of  treafon  were  denounced 
again  ft  the  ambitious  fubje&s,  who  dared  to  ufurp  the  prerogative 
of  the  throne*0. 

I need  not  explain  that  ftlk  “ is  originally  fpun  from  the  bowels  Tl>'  ofe  of 

* ' filk  by  the 

of  a caterpillar,  and  that  it  compofes  the  golden  tomb  from  whence  Roman*, 
a worm  emerges  in  the  form  of  a butterfly.  Till  the  reign  of 
Juftinian,  the  filk-worms  who  feed  on  the  leaves  of  the  white 
mulberry-tree,  were  confined  to  China;  thofe  of  the  pine,  the  oak. 


5 • Sec  in  Ovid  (de  Arte  Amandi,  iii.  269, 
ire.)  a poetical  lift  of  twelve  colour*  bor- 
rowed from  flowers,  the  element*,  Sec.  But 
it  1*  almoft  impoflible  to  diferiminate  by  words 
all  the  nice  and  various  (hades  both  of  art  and 
nature. 

*•  By  the  difeovery  of  cochineal,  8c c.  we  far 
forpafs  the  colours  of  antiquity.  Their  royal 
purple  had  a flrong  fmcll,  and  a dark  call  a* 
deep  as  bull’s  blood  -obfcuritas  rubens  (fays 
Cafliodorius,  Var.  1,  2.)  nigredo  fanguinea. 
The  prefident  Goguct  (Origine  tie*  Loix  et 
des  Arts,  part  ii.  ).  ii.  c.  a.  p.  184—215.) 
will  amufe  and  fatisfy  the  reader.  1 doubt 
whether  hi*  book,  efpecially  in  England,  is 
as  well  known  as  it  deferves  to  be. 

60  Hi Aorical  proofs  of  this  jealou  fy  have 
been  occafionally  introduced,  and  many  more 
might  have  been  added:  but  the  arbitrary 


afls  of  defpotifm  were  jollified  by  the  fober 
and  general  declarations  of  law  (Codex  The- 
odofian.  1.  x.  tit.  21.  leg.  3.  Codex  Jufti- 
nian. 1.  xi.  tit.  8.  leg.  5.).  An  tngloriou* 
perm  1 Son,  and  neceflary  reflr ration,  was  ap- 
plied to  tbe  vum* , the  female  dancers  (Cod. 
Theodof.  1.  xv.  tit.  7.  leg.  11.). 

•*  In  the  hiftory  of  infcfls  (far  more  won- 
derful than  Ovid's  Mctamorphofcs)  the  (ilk- 
worm  holds  a confpicuous  place.  The  bom- 
byx  of  the  ifle  of  Ceos,  as  deferibed  by  Pliny 
(Hill.  Natur.  xi.  26,  27.  with  the  notes  of  the 
two  learned  Jefuits,  Hardouin  and  Brotier)* 
may  be  illullrated  by  a limilar  fpccics  in  Chi- 
na (Memoires  fur  les  Chinois,  tom.  ii.  p.  575 
— 598.):  but  our  lilk*worm,  as  well  as  the 
white  mulberry-tree,  were  unknown  to  The- 
ophraftus  and  Pliny. 
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CHAP.  and  t]ie  afli,  were  common  in  the  forefts  both  of  Afia  and  Europe  ; 

* v > but  as  their  education  is  more  difficult,  and  their  produce  more  un- 

certain, they  were  generally  neglected,  except  in  the  little  illand  of 
Ceos,  near  the  coaft  of  Attica.  A thin  gauze  was  procured  from 
their  webs,  and  this  Ccan  manufacture,  the  invention  of  a woman, 
for  female  ufe,  was  long  admired  both  in  the  Eaft  and  at  Rome. 
Whatever  fufpicions  may  be  railed  by  the  garments  of  the  Medes 
and  Aflyrians,  Virgil  is  the  mod  ancient  writer,  who  exprefsly  men- 
tions the  foft  wool  which  was  combed  from  the  trees  of  the  Seres 
or  Chinefe  ** ; and  this  natural  error,  lefs  marvellous  than  the  truth, 
was  flowly  corrected  by  the  knowledge  of  a valuable  infeCt,  the  firft 
artificer  of  the  luxury  of  nations.  That  rare  and  elegant  luxury 
was  confuted,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  by  the  graved  of  the  Romans; 
and  Pliny,  in  affeCted  though  forcible  language,  has  condemned 
the  third  of  gain,  which  explored  the  lad  confines  of  the  earth,  for 
the  pernicious  purpofe  of  expofing  to  the  public  eye  naked  draperies 
and  tranfparent  matrons61.  A drefs  which  fhewed  the  turn  of  the 
limbs,  and  colour  of  the  fkin,  might  gratify  vanity,  or  provoke 
defire ; the  filks  which  had  been  clofely  woven  in  China,  were  forac- 
times  unravelled  by  the  Phoenician  women,  and  the  precious  mate- 
rials were  multiplied  by  a loofer  texture,  and  the  intermixture  of 
linen  threads66.  Two  hundred  years  after  the  age  of  Pliny,  the 


ei  Gcorgic  ii.  121.  Serica  quando  vene- 
rint  in  ofum  planiflime  non  fcio : fufpicor 
tatnen  in  Julii  C a:  far  is  xvo,  mm  ante  non 
invenio,  fays  Julius  Lipfius  (Excurfus  i.  ad 
Tacit.  Annal.  ii.  32.),  See  Dion  Caflius 
(1.  xliii.  p.  358.  edit  Reitnar),  and  Paufanias 
(1.  vi.  p.  519.),  the  firft  who  deferibes,  how- 
ever ftrangely,  the  Seric  infelt. 

61  Tam  Jonginquo  orbe  petitur,  ut  in  publi- 
co matrona  tranfluccat. . . . ut  denudet  foe- 
minas  veftis  (Plin.  vi.  20.  xi.  21.).  Varro 
and  Publius  Syrus  had  already  plajed  on  the 

6 


Toga  vitrea,  ventus  textilis,  and  nebula  tinea 
(Horat.  Sermon,  i.  2.  101.  with  the  notes  of 
Torrcntius  and  Dacier). 

**  On  the  texture,  colours,  names,  and  ufe 
of  the  filk,  half  filk,  and  linen  garments  of 
antiquity,  fee  the  profound,  diffufe,  and  ob- 
feure  rcfearchcs  of  the  great  Salmafius  (in 
Hift.  Auguft.  p.  117.  309,310.339.  341,342. 
344.  3B8— 391.  395.  513.),  who  was  igno- 
rant of  the  molt  common  trades  of  Dijon  or 
Leyden. 

ufe 
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ufe  of  pure  or  even  of  mixed  filks  was  confined  to  the  female  fex,  till  c HA  p- 

A u* 

the  opulent  citizens  of  Rome  and  the  provinces  were  infenlibly  ' — -v — • 
familiariled  with  the  example  of  Elagabalus,  the  firfl  who,  by  this 
effeminate  habit,  had  fullied-  the  dignity  of  an  emperor  and  a man. 

Aurelian  complained,  that  a pound  of  filk  was  fold  at  Rome  for 
twelve  ounces  of  gold  : but  the  fupply  cncreafed  with  the  demand, 
and  the  price  diminilhed  with  the  fupply.  If  accident  or  monopoly 
fometimes  raifed  the  value  even  above  the  ftandard  of  Aurelian,  the 
manufadurers  of  Tyre  and  Berytus  were  fometimes  compelled  by 
the  operation  of  the  fame  caufes  to  content  thcmfdves  with  a ninth 
part  of  that  extravagant  rate A law  wras  thought  neceflary  to 
diferiminate  the  drefs  of  comedians  from  that  of  lenators,  and  of 
the  filk  exported  from  its  native  country  the  far  greater  part  was 
confumed  by  the  fubjeds  of  Juftinian.  They  were  ftill  more  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  a lhell-fifh  of  the  Mediterranean,  furnamed 
the  filk-worm  of  the  fea : the  fine  wool  or  hair  by  which  the 
mother-of- pearl  affixes  itfelf  to  the  rock,  is  now  manufadured  for 
curiofity  rather  than  ufe  ; and  a robe  obtained  from  the  fame  lingu- 
lar materials,  was  the  gift  of  the  Roman  emperor  to  the  fatraps  of 
Armenia*’. 

A valuable  merchandize  of  fmall  bulk  is  capable  of  defraying  the  Importation 

fiom  China 

expcnce  of  land  carriage  ; and  the  caravans  traverlcd  the  whole  lati-  bv  laud  and 
tude  of  Afia  in  two  hundred  and  forty-three  days  from  the  Chinefe 
ocean  to  the  fea-coaft  of  Syria.  Silk  was  immediately  delivered  to 
the  Romans  by  the  Perfian  merchants"7,  who  frcquenteJ  the  fairs  of 

Armenia 

*’  Flavius  Vopifrus  in  Aurelian.  c.  4;.  M Procopius  de  Edif.  I.  iii.  c.  1.  Theft 
in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  224..  See  Sal  mail  us  pd  pinna  mtr  are  found  near  Smyrna,  Sicily, 

Hift.  Aug.  p.  392.  and  PUoian.  Exercitat.  in  Corfica,  ant!  Minorca  ; and  a pair  of  gloves 
Solinum,  p.  69.4,  655.  The  Anecdotes  of  of  their  &k  was  prefented  to  Pope  Bene* 

Procopius  (c.  25.)  ftate  a partial  and  imper-  ditt  XIV. 

fed  rate  of  the  price  ef  iiik  in  the  time  of  67  Procopius,  Perfic.  !.  i.  c.  20.  1.  »i.  c.  25. 

Juftinian.  Gothic.  1.  iv.  c.  17.  Menander  in  Excerpt. 

Vox..  IV.  h 
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C viA  Pl  Armenia  and  Nifibis  : but  this  trade,  which  in  the  intervals  of  truce 

' ' was  oppreued  by  avarice  and  jealoufy,  was  totally  interrupted  by 

the  long  wars  of  the  .rival  monarchies.  The  great  king  might 
proudly  number  Sogdiana,  and  even  Scr'ica , among  the  provinces  of 
his  empire,  but  his  real  dominion  was  bounded  by  the  Oxus ; and 
his  uliful  intercourfe  with  the  Sogdoitcs,  beyond  the  river,  depended 
on  the  pleafurc  of  their  conquerors,  the  white  I luns,  and  the  Turks, 
who  fucceflively  reigned  over  that  induflrious  people.  Yet  the  moft 
favage  dominion  has  not  extirpated  the  feeds  of  agriculture  and 
commerce,  in  a region  which  is  celebrated  as  one  of  the  four  gardens 
of  Afia ; the  cities  of  Samarcand  and  Bochara  arc  advantageoufly 
feated  for  the  exchange  of  its  various  productions ; and  their  mer- 
chants purchafed  from  the  Chinefe  **  the  raw  or  manufactured  filk 
which  they  tranfported  into  Perfia  for  the  ufc  of  the  Roman  empire. 
In  the  vain  capital  of  China,  the  Sogdian  caravans  were  entertained 
as  the  fuppliant  embaflies  of  tributary  kingdoms,  and  if  they  re- 
turned in  fafety,  the  bold  adventure  was  rewarded  with  exorbitant 
gain.  But  the  difficult  and  perilous  march  from  Samarcand  to 
the  firft  town  of  Shenfi,  could  not  be  performed  in  lefs  than 
fixty,  eighty,  or  one  hundred  days  : as  foon  as  they  had  palled  the 
JaxarteS  they  entered  the  defert ; and  the  wandering  hords,  unlefs 
they  are  reftrained  by  armies  and  garrifons,  have  always  confidercd 
the  citizen  and  the  traveller  as  the  objects  of  lawful  rapine.  To 


Lcgat.  p.  107.  Of  the  Parthian  or  Pcrfian 
empire,  Indore  of  Charax  (in  Suthmis  Par- 
thicis,  p.  7,8.  in  Hudfon,  Geograph.  Minor, 
tom.  ii.)  has  marked  the  roads,  and  Ammia- 
n us  Marcellinus  (1.  xxiii.  c.  6.  p.  4C0.)  his 
enumerated  the  provinces. 

The  blind  admiration  of  the  Jefuits 
confounds  the  different  periods  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  hiilory.  They  arc  more  critically  dif- 
tinguiftieJ  by  M.  de  Guigncs  (Hill,  des  Huns, 
tom.  i.  part  i.  in  ihe  Tables,  part  ii.  in  the 

2 


Geography.  Mcmoircs  de  PAcademie  des 
Infcriptions,  tom.  xxxii.  xxxvi.  xlii,  xliii.), 
who  difeovers  the  gradual  progrefs  of  the 
truth  of  the  annals  and  the  extent  of  the 
monarchy,  till  the  Chriftian  sera.  He  has 
fearched,  with  a curious  eye,  the  connexions 
of  the  Chinefe  with  the  nations  of  the  Weft: 
but  thefe  connexions  are  (light,  cafual,  and 
obfeure  ; nor  did  the  Romans  entertain  a fuf- 
picion  that  the  Seres  or  Sina:  poffeffcd  an 
empire  not  inferior  to  their  own. 

efcapc 
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efcape  the  Tartar  robbers,  and  the  tyrants  of  Perfia,  the  filk-caravans  c H p. 

explored  a more  fouthern  road ; they  traverfed  the  mountains  of  ' , < 

Thibet,  defcended  the  ftreams  of  the  Ganges  or  the  Indus,  and  pa- 
tiently expedted,  in  the  ports  of  Guzerat  and  Malabar,  the  annual 
fleets  of  the  Weft  **.  But  the  dangers  of  the  defert  were  found  lefs 
intolerable  than  toil,  hunger,  and  the  lofs  of  time  ; the  attempt  was 
feldom  renewed,  and  the  only  European  who  has  palled  that  unfre- 
quented way,  applauds  his  own  diligence,  that,  in  nine  months 
after  his  departure  from  Pekin,  he  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Indus. 

The  ocean,  however,  was  open  to  the  free  communication  of  man- 
kind. From  the  great  river  to  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  the  provinces 
of  China  were  fubdued  and  civilized  by  the  emperors  of  the  North ; 
they  were  filled  about  the  time  of  the  Chriftian  zera  with  cities  and 
men,  mulberry-trees  and  their  precious  inhabitants ; and  if  the 
Chinefe,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  compafs,  had  poflefled  the 
genius  of  the  Greeks  or  Phoenicians,  they  might  have  fpread  their 
difeoveries  over  the  fouthern  liemifphere.  I am  not  qualified  to 
examine,  and  I am  not  difpofed  to  believe,  their  diftant  voyages  to 
the  Perfian  gulf  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope : but  their  anceftors 
might  equal  the  labours  and  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  race,  and  the 
fphere  of  their  navigation  might  extend  from  the  ifles  of  Japan  to 
the  (freights  of  Malacca,  the  pillars,  if  we  may  apply  that  name,  of 
an  Oriental  Hercules  7°.  Without  lofing  fight  of  land  they  might 
fail  along  the  coaft  to  the  extreme  promontory  of  Achin,  which  is 
annually  vifited  by  ten  or  twelve  fliips  laden  with  the  productions, 

**  The  road*  from  China  to  Perfia  and  T°  For  the  Chinefe  navigation  to  Malacca 
Hindoftan  may  be  inveftigated  in  the  rela-  and  Achin,  perhaps  to  Ceylon,  fee  Renaudot 
tionsof  Hackluyt  and  Thevenot  (the  ambaf*  (on  the  two  Mahometan  Traveller*,  p.8  — 1 1. 
fadors  of  Sharokh,  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  the  13 — 17.  141  — 1 57«)»  Dampier  (vol.  ii. 

Pere  Greuber,  &c.  See  likewife  Hanway’s  p.  136.),  the  Hift.  Philofophique  des  deux 
Travel*,  vol.  i.  p.  345—357-}-  A commu-  Indes  (tom.i.  p.98.),  and  the  Hift.  Generate 
nication  through  Thibet  has  been  lately  ex-  de*  Voyages  (tom.  vi.  p.  201.). 
plored  by  the  Engliih  fovcrcigns  of  Bengal. 

Vol.  IV.  * L 2 the 
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c H A p.  the  manufadturcs,  and  even  the  artificers,  of  China ; the  ifland  of 
XL1  . Sumatra  and  the  oppofite  peninfula,  are  faintly  delineated  " as  the 
regions  of  gold  and  filver ; and  the  trading  cities  named  in  the 
geography  of  Ptolemy,  may  indicate,  that  this  wealth  was  not  folely 
derived  from  the  mines.  The  direft  interval  between  Sumatra 
and  Ceylon  is  about  three  hundred  leagues  ; the  Chinefe  and  Indian 
navigators  were  conduced  by  the  flight  of  birds  and  periodical 
winds,  and  the  ocean  might  be  fecurely  traverfed  in  fquare-built 
Ihips,  which,  inflead  of  iron,  were  fewed  together  with  the  ftrong 
thread  of  the  cocoa-nut.  Ceylon,  Serendib,  or  Taprobana,  was 
divided  between  two  hoftile  princes ; one  of  whom  poflefled  the 
mountains,  the  elephants,  and  the  luminous  carbuncle,  and  the  other 
enjoyed  the  more  folid  riches  of  domeftic  induflry,  foreign  trade, 
and  the  capacious  harbour  of  Trinquemale,  which  received  and 
difmifled  the  fleets  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  In  this  hofpitable  ille,  at  an 
equal  diftancc  (as  it  was  computed)  from  their  refpeiSive  countries, 
the  filk  merchants  of  China,  who  had  colle&ed  in  their  voyages 
aloes,  cloves,  nutmeg,  and  fantal  wood,  maintained  a free  and 
beneficial  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pcrfian  gulf.  The 
fubjeQs  of  the  great  king  exalted,  without  a rival,  his  power  and 
magnificence  ; and  the  Roman,  who  confounded  their  vanity  by 
comparing  his  paltry  coin  with  a gold  medal  of  the  emperor  Anafta- 
fius,  had  failed  to  Ceylon,  in  an  .Ethiopian  Ihip,  as  a fimplc  paf- 


fenger  T\ 

71  The  knowledge,  or  rather  ignorance,  of 
Strabo,  Pliny,  Ptolemy,  Arrian,  Marcian,  Sec. 
of  the  countries  caftward  of  Cape  Comorin, 
m finely  ill  unrated  by  d'Anville  (Antiquitc 
Geographique  dc  l'lnde,  efpccially  p.  161 — 
198.).  Our  geography  of  India  is  improved 
by  commerce  and  conqueft;  and  has  been  il- 
luftrated  by  the  excellent  maps  and  memoirs 
of  major  Rennel.  If  he  extends  the  fphere 
of  his  enquiries  with  the  fame  critical  know- 
ledge and  fagacity,  he  will  fucceed,  and  may 
6 


furpafs  the  firft  of  modern  geographers. 

7*  The  Taprobane  of  Pliny  (vi.  24  ),  So- 
linus  (c.  53.),  and  Saltnaf.  IMinianx  Excrci- 
tat.  (p.  781,  782.),  and  molt  of  the  ancients, 
who  often  confoond  the  iflands  of  Ceylon  and 
Sumatra,  is  more  clearly  deferibed  by  Cofmas 
Indicopleudes ; yet  even  the  Chriltian  topo- 
grapher has  exaggerated  its  dimenfions.  His 
information  on  the  Indian  and  Chinefe  trade 
it  rare  and  curious  (1.  ii.  p.  13S.  1.  xi.  p.  337, 
338.  edit.  Mont/aucon). 

As 
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As  filk  became  of  indifpenfablc  ufe,  tbe  emperor  Juftinian  faw, 
with  concern,  that  the  Perfians  had  occupied  by  land  and  fea  the 
monopoly  of  this  important  fupply,  and  that  the  wealth  of  his  fub- 
jcCts  was  continually  drained  by  a nation  of  enemies  and  idolaters. 
An  aCtive  government  would  have  reftored  the  trade  of  Egypt  and 
the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  had  decayed  with  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  empire ; and  the  Roman  velTels  might  have  failed, 
for  the  purchafe  of  filk,  to  the  ports  of  Ceylon,  of  Malacca,  or  even 
of  China.  Juftinian  embraced  a more  humble  expedient,  and  foli- 
citcd  the  aid  of  his  Chriftian  allies,  the  ./Ethiopians  of  Abyflinia,  who 
had  recently  acquired  the  arts  of  navigation,  the  fpirit  of  trade,  and 
the  fea-port  of  Adulis  ”,  ftill  decorated  with  the  trophies  of  a Gre- 
cian conqueror.  Along  the  African  coaft,  they  penetrated  to  the 
equator  in  fearch  of  gold,  emeralds,  and  aromatics  ; but  they  wifely 
declined  an  unequal  competition,  in  which  they  mult  be  always  pre- 
vented by  the  vicinity  of  the  Perfians  to  the  markets  of  India  ; and 
the  emperor  fubmitted  to  tire  difappointment,  till  his  wiftics  were 
gratified  by  an  unexpected  event.  The  gofpel  had  been  preached 
to  the  Indians : a billtop  already  governed  the  Chriftians  of  St. 
Thomas  on  the  pepper-coaft  of  Malabar ; a church  was  planted  in 
Ceylon,  and  the  miflionaries  purfued  the  footfteps  of  commerce  to 
the  extremities  of  Afia’4.  Two  Perfian  monks  had  long  refided  in 
China,  perhaps  in  the  royal  city  of  Nankin,  the  feat  of  a mo- 
narch addided  to  foreign  fuperftitions,  and  who  actually  received 
an  embafly  from  the  ifle  of  Ceylon.  Amidft  their  pious  occupa- 
tions, they  viewed  with  a curious  eye  the  common  drefs  of  the 


73  See  Procopius,  Perfic.  (I.  ii.e.  20.).  Cof- 
mas  affords  feme  interfiling  knowledge  of  the 
port  and  infetiption  of  Adulis  (Topograph. 
Chrift.  1.  ii.  p.  13H.  140 — 143.),  and  of  the 
trade  of  the  Axuroites  along  the  African 
coaft  of  Baibaria  or  Zmgi  (p.  138,  *39.), 


and  as  far  as  Taprobane  (f.  xi.  p.  339.). 

74  See  the  Chriftian  millions  in  India,  in 
Cofnu5  (I.  tit.  p.  178,  179.  1.  *i.  p.  337.)* 
and  confult  Alfcman.  Bibliot.  O/icnt.  (tom. 
»»■  P-4'3— S4«0- 

Chinefe, 


CHAP. 

XL. 


Introduction 
offi  Ik-  worms 
into  Greece. 
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C H^A  P.  Chinefe,  the  manufactures  of  filk,  and  the  myriads  of  filk-worms, 

■ i whofe  education  (either  on  trees  or  in  houfes)  had  once  been  con- 

fidered  as  the  labour  of  queens”.  They  foon  difeovered  that  it 
was  impracticable  to  tranfport  the  lhort-lived  infeCt,  but  that  in  the 
eggs  a numerous  progeny  might  be  preferved  and  multiplied  in  a 
diftant  climate.  Religion  or  interefl  had  more  power  over  the 
Perfian  monks  than  the  love  of  their  country:  after  a long  journey, 
they  arrived  at  Conftantinople,  imparted  their  projeCt  to  the  em- 
peror, and  were  liberally  encouraged  by  the  gifts  and  promiles  of 
Jultinian.  To  the  hiftorians  of  that  prince,  a campaign  at  the  foot 
of  mount  Caucafus  has  feemed  more  deferving  of  a minute  relation 
than  the  labours  of  thefe  miffiouarics  of  commerce,  who  again  en- 
tered China,  deceived  a jealous  people  by  concealing  the  eggs  of 
the  filk-worm  in  a hollow  cane,  and  returned  in  triumph  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  Eaft.  Under  their  direction,  the  eggs  were  hatched 
at  the  proper  fealon  by  the  artificial  heat  of  dung  ; the  worms  were 
fed  with  mulberry  leaves  ; they  lived  and  laboured  in  a foreign 
climate  ; a fuflicient  number  of  butterflies  was  faved  to  propagate 
the  race,  and  trees  were  planted  to  fupply  the  nourilhment  of  the 
rifing  generations.  Experience  and  reflection  corrected  the  errors 
of  a new  attempt,  and  the  Sogdoite  ambafiadors  acknowledged,  in 
the  fucceedtng  reign,  that  the  Romans  were  not  inferior  to  the  - 
natives  of  China  in  the  education  of  the  infcCts,  and  the  manu- 
factures of  lilk’*,  in  which  both  China  and  Conftantinople  have 

7*  The  invention,  manofa&ure,  and  gene-  p.  38.  Zonaras,  tom.  it.  I.  xiv.  p.  69.). 
ral  ufe  of  filk  in  China,  may  be  feen  in  Du-  Pagi  (torn.  ii.  p.  602  ) afligns  to  the  year  552 
haldc  (Defcription  GeneraSe  de  la  Chine,  this  memorable  importation,  Menander  (in 
tom.  ii.  p 165  205—223.).  The  province  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  ; 07 .)  mentions  the  ad- 
of  Chrkian  is  the  moil  renowned  both  for  miration  of  the  Sogdoiies ; an  i Theophylact 
quantity  and  quality.  Simoc3tta  (I.  vii.  e.  9.)  darkly  reprefifhts  the 

16  Procopius  (I.  viii.  Gothic,  iv.  c.  17.  two  rival  kingdoms  io  (China)  the  country 
Theophancs,  Byzanc.apud  Phot.  Cod.lxxxiv.  of  filk. 
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been  furpaflcd  by  the  induflry  of  modern  Europe.  I am  not  in-  c H^A  P. 

fetifible  of  the  benefits  of  elegant  luxury  j yet  I refled  with  fome  < — > 

pain,  that  if  the  importers  of  filk  had  introduced  the  art  of  printing, 
already  prafiifed  by  the  Chinefc,  the  comedies  of  Menander  and 
the  entire  decads  of  Livy  would  have  been  perpetuated  in  the  edi- 
tions of  the  fixth  century.  A larger  view  of  the  globe  might  at 
leaf!  have  promoted  the  improvement  of  fpcculative  fcicnce,  but 
the  Chriflian  geography  was  forcibly  extraded  from  texts  of  ferip- 
ture,  and  the  ftudy  of  nature  was  the  lured  fymptom  of  an  unbe- 
lieving mind.  The  orthodox  faith  confined  the  habitable  world  to 
one  temperate  zone,  and  reprefented  the  earth  as  an  oblong  furface, 
four  hundred  days  journey  in  length,  two  hundred  in  breadth,  en- 
compafled  by  the  ocean,  and  covered  by  the  lolid  cryftal  of  the 
firmament ,7. 

IV.  The  fubjects  of  Juftinian  were  diflatisfied  with  the  times,  State  of  the 
and  with  the  government.  Europe  was  over-run  by  the  Barbarians,  rc'eouc' 
and  Alia  by  the  monks : the  poverty  of  the  Weft  difeouraged  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  Eaft ; the  produce  of  labour  was 
confumed  by  the  unprofitable  fervants  of  the  church,  the  Hate,  and 
the  army ; and  a rapid  dccreafe  was  felt  in  the  fixed  and  circulating 
capitals  which  conftitute  the  national  wealth.  The  public  diflrefs 
had  been  alleviated  by  the  oeconomy  of  Anafiafius,  and  that  pru- 
dent emperor  accumulated  an  immenfe  treafurc  while  he  delivered 


77  Cofrpas,  furnamed  Indicoplcufles,  or  the 
Indian  navigator,  performed  his  voyage  about 
the  year  522,  and  compofed  at  Alexandria, 
between  555  and  547,  Chriilinn  Topography 
(Montfiucon,  Prxfat.  c.  l.)»  in  which  he  re- 
futes the  impious  opinion,  that  the  earth  is 
a globe;  and  Photiua  had  read  this  work  (Cod. 
xxrvi.  p.  10.),  which  difplays  the  preju- 
dices of  a monk,  with  the  knowledge  of  a 
merchant:  the  moil  valuable  par:  has  been 


given  in  French  and  in  Greek  by  Mclchife- 
dec  Thevenoc  (Relations  Curieufcs,  part  i.), 
and  the  whole  is  ftnee  pcblilh-xl  in  a fplcn- 
did  edition  by  the  Pcrc  Montfiucon  (Nova 
Coileftio  Patrum,  Paris,  1707.  2 vols.  in  fol. 
tom.ii.  p.  113—346.).  But  the  editor,  a theo- 
logian, might  blulh  at  not  diicovering  the 
Nc dorian  herefy  of  Cofma*,  which  has  been 
detect’d  by  la  Croze  (ChriiUanifme  des  lodes, 
tom.  i.  p.  40—56.). 
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his  people  from  the  mod  odious  or  oppreflivc  taxes.  Their  grati- 
tude univcrfally  applauded  the  abolition  of  the  gold  of  aJJUflion,  a 
perfonal  tribute  on  the  induflry  of  the  poor”,  but  more  intolerable, 
as  it  fhould  feem,  in  the  form  than  in  the  fubllancc,  fince  the 
flourifhing  city  of  EdelTa  paid  only  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
of  gold,  which  was  collected  in  four  years  from  ten  thoufand  arti- 
ficers7'. Yet  fuch  was  the  parfitnony  which  fupportcd  this  liberal 
difpofition,  that  in  a reign  of  twenty-feven  years,  Anaftafius  faved, 
from  his  annual  revenue,  the  enormous  fum  of  thirteen  millions 
fterling,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  gold'7. 
His  example  was  neglected,  and  his  treafure  was  abufed,  by  the 
nephew  of  Juftin.  The  riches  of  Juflinian  were  fpeedily  cxhaufled 
by  alms  and  buildings,  by  ambitious  wars,  and  ignominious  treaties. 
TIis  revenues  were  found  inadequate  to  his  expences.  Every  art 
was  tried  to  extort  from  the  people  the  gold  and  filver  which  he 
feattered  with  a lavifh  hand  from  Perfia  to  France"  : his  reign  was 
marked  by  the  vicifTitudes,  or  rather  by  the  combat,  of  rapacioufnefs 
and  avarice,  of  fplendour  and  poverty ; he  lived  with  the  reputation 
of  hidden  treafures",  and  bequeathed  to  his  fucceflor  the  payment 


78  Evagrius  (1.  iii.  c.  39,  40.)  is  minute 
and  grateful,  but  angry  with  Zofimus  for 
calumniating  the  great  Conftantinc.  In  col- 
letting  all  the  bends  and  records  of  the  tax, 
the  humanity  of  Anaftafius  was  diligent  and 
artful:  fathers  were  fornctimcs  compelled  to 
proftitute  their  daughters  (Zofim.  Hill.  1.  ii. 
c.  38.  p.  165,  166.  Lip  ft  a*,  1784.).  Timo- 
theus  of  G iza  chofe  fuch  an  event  for  the 
fiibjett  of  a tragedy  (Suidas,  tom.  iii.  p.  475.), 
which  contributed  to  the  abolition  of  the  tax 
(Cedrenus,  p.  35.)—  an  happy  infiance  (if  it 
be  true)  of  the  ufe  of  the  theatre. 

79  See  Jofua  Stylite?,  in  the  Bibliotheca 
Orientals  of  Afleman  (tom.i.  p.  268.).  This 
capitation  tax  is  /lightly  myuioncd  in  the 
Chronicle  of  Edc/Ta. 


•°  Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  19  ) fixes  this 
fum  from  the  report  of  the  treafurers  them- 
felvcs.  Tiberius  had  wars  ter  milliti  ; but 
far  different  was  his  empire  from  that  of  Ana- 
fUlUH. 

•'  Evagrius  (1.  iv.  c.  30.),  in  the  next 
generation,  was  moderate  and  well  in- 
farmed;  and  Zonaras  (I.  xiv.  c.  61),  in 
the  xiith  century,  had  read  with  care,  and 
thought  without  prejudice  : yet  their  co> 
lours  are  almo/l  as  black  as  thofc  of  the 
Anecdotes. 

81  Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  30.)  relates  the 
idle  conjectures  of  the  times.  The  death  of 
Jultinian,  fays  the  fccrct  hiflorian,  will  cx- 
pofe  his  wealth  or  poverty. 
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of  his  debts*’.  Such  a character  has  been  juflly  accufcd  by  the 
voice  of  the  people  and  of  pofterity : but  public  difeontent  is  credu- 
lous ; private  malice  is  bold  ; and  a lover  of  truth  will  perufe  with 
a fufpicious  eye  the  inftrudtive  anecdotes  of  Procopius.  The  fe- 
cret  hiftorinn  reprefents  only  the  vices  of  Juftinian,  and  thofe  vices 
are  darkened  by  his  malevolent  pencil.  Ambiguous  actions  are 
imputed  to  the  worft  motives : error  is  confounded  with  guilt,  ac- 
cident with  defign,  and  laws  with  abufes : the  partial  injufticc  of  a 
moment  is  dextroufly  applied  as  the  general  maxim  of  a reign  of 
thirty-two  years:  the  emperor  alone  is  made  rcfponlible  for  the 
faults  of  his  officers,  the  diforders  of  the  times,  and  the  corruption 
of  his  fubjedts ; and  even  the  calamities  of  nature,  plagues,  earth- 
quakes, and  inundations,  are  imputed  to  the  prince  of  the  dxmotis, 
who  had  mifehievoufly  affiimcd  the  form  of  Juftinian**. 

After  this  precaution,  I fliall  briefly  relate  the  anecdotes  of  avarice 
and  rapine,  under  the  following  heads : I.  Juftinian  was  fo  pro- 
fufe  that  he  could  not  be  liberal.  The  civil  and  military  officers, 
when  they  were  admitted  into  the  fervice  of  the  palace,  obtained  an 
humble  rank  and  a moderate  ftipend ; they  afeended  by  feniority 
to  a ftation  of  affluence  and  repofe ; the  annual  penfions,  of  which 
the  moll  honourable  "clafs  was  abolifhed  by  Juftinian,  amounted  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; and  this  domeftic  treonomy  was 
deplored  by  the  venal  or  indigent  courtiers  as  the  laft  outrage  on 
the  majefty  of  the  empire.  The  polls,  the  falaries  of  phyfleians, 
and  the  nocturnal  illuminations,  were  objedfs  of  more  general  con- 
cern ; and  the  cities  might  juflly  complain,  that  he  ufurped  the  mu- 

*’  See  Cotippus  de  Laudibus  Jullini  Aug.  Centenaries  of  gold  were  brought  by  ftrong 
!.  ii.  j6o,  4c.  384,  Icc.  umt  into  the  hippodrome: 

“ Pluriroa  funt  vivo  nimium  neglefla  “ Debits  geniioris  perfolvit.cauu  recepit.” 
**  parenti,  **  The  Anecdotes  (c.  11 — 14.  18.  jo  — 

«■  Unde  tot  exhauitus  contract  debits  30.)  fuppiy  many  facts  and  more  com- 
*•  fifeus.”  plaints. 
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C F nlc‘Pa'  revcnucs  which  had  been  appropriated  to  thefe  ufeful  inftt- 
■ ...  . tutions.  Even  the  foldiers  were  injured  ; and  fuch  was  the  decay 

of  military  fpirit,  that  they  were  injured  with  impunity.  The  em- 
peror refufed,  at  the  return  of  each  fifth  year,  the  cuftomary  dona- 
tive of  live  pieces  of  gold,  reduced  his  veterans  to  beg  their  bread, 
and  fuffered  unpaid  armies  to  melt  away  in  the  war3  of  Italy  and 
Remittances.  Perfia.  II.  The  humanity  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  always  remitted, 
in  fome  aufpicious  circumftance  of  their  reign,  the  arrears  of  the 
public  tribute ; and  they  dextroufly  affirmed  the  merit  of  refigning 
thofe  claims  which  it  was  impracticable  to  enforce.  “ Jullinian,  in 
“ the  fpace  of  thirty-two  years,  ha3  never  granted  a fimilar  indul- 
“ gence ; and  many  of  his  fubjeCts  have  renounced  the  pofleflion 
“ of  thofe  lands  whofe  value  is  infufficient  to  fatisfy  the  demands 
“ of  the  treafury.  To  the  cities  which  had  fuffered  by  hoftile  in- 
“ roads,  Anaftafius  promifed  a general  exemption  of  feven  years : 
“ the  provinces  of  Juftinian  have  been  ravaged  by  the  Perfians  and 
“ Arabs,  the  Huns  and  Sclavonians ; but  his  vain  and  ridiculous 
“ difpenfation  of  a fingle  year  has  been  confined  to  thofe  places 
“ which  were  actually  taken  by  the  enemy.”  Such  is  the  language 
of  the  fecret  hiftorian,  who  exprefsly  denies  that  any  indulgence 
was  granted  to  Palcftine  after  the  revolt  of  the  Samaritans ; a falfe 
and  odious  charge,  confuted  by  the  authentic  record,  which  attefts 
a relief  of  thirteen  centenaries  of  gold  (fifty-two  thoufand  pounds) 
obtained  for  that  defolate  province  by  the  interceflion  of  St.  Sabas”. 
III.  Procopius  has  not  condefcended  to  explain  the  fyftem  of  tax- 
ation, which  fell  like  a hail-ftorm  upon  the  land,  like  a devouring 
peftilence  on  its  inhabitants  : but  we  Ihould  become  the  accomplices 
of  his  malignity,  if  we  imputed  to  Juftinian  alone  the  ancient  though 

One  to  Scythopolis,  capital  of  the  fe-  duces  this  faft  from  a MS.  life  of  St.  Sabas, 
eond  Palefline,  and  twelve  for  the  reft  of  the  by  hi*  difciple  Cyril,  in  the  Vatican  library, 
provioce.  Aleman  (p.  59.)  honeftly  pro-  and  fince  publifhed  by  Cotelerius. 

3 rigorous 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


83 

rigorous  principle,  that  a whole  diftridt  fhould  be  condemned  to  C H A r. 
fallal n the  partial  lofs  of  the  perfons  or  property  of  individuals.  « XL  * 
The  Anona,  or  lupply  of  corn  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  capital,  Taxei. 
was  a grievous  and  arbitrary  exa&ion,  which  exceeded,  perhaps  in 
a tenfold  proportion,  the  ability  of  the  farmer  ; and  his  diftrefs 
was  aggravated  by  the  partial  injuftice  of  weights  and  meafurcs,  and 
the  expence  and  labour  of  diftant  carriage.  In  a time  of  fcarcity, 
an  extraordinary  requifition  was  made  to  the  adjacent  provinces  of 
Thrace,  Bithynia,  and  Phrygia  : but  tlie  proprietors,  after  a weari- 
fome  journey  and  a perilous  navigation,  received  fo  inadequate  a 
compenfation,  that  they  would  have  chofen  the  alternative  of  deli- 
vering both  the  corn  and  price  at  the  doors  of  their  granaries. 

Thefe  precautions  might  indicate  a tender  folicitudc  for  the  welfare 
of  the  capital ; yet  Conllantinoplc  did  not  efcape  the  rapacious 
defpotifm  of  JulHnian.  Till  his  reign,  the  (freights  of  the  Bofphorua 
and  Hellefpont  were  open  to  the  freedom  of  trade,  and  nothing  was 
prohibited  except  the  exportation  of  arms  for  the  fervice  of  the  Bar- 
barians. At  each  of  thefe  gates  of  the  city,  a prator  was  (lationed, 
the  minifter  of  Imperial  avarice ; heavy  cuftoms  were  impofed  on  the 
veffels  and  their  merchandize ; the  oppreflion  was  retaliated  on  the 
helplefs  confumer : the  poor  were  affiicled  by  the  artificial  fcarcity, 
and  exorbitant  price  of  the  market;  and  a people,  accuftomed  to 
depend  on  the  liberality  of  their  prince,  might  fometimes  complain 
of  the  deficiency  of  water  and  bread  “.  The  aerial  tribute,  without 
a name,  a law,  or  a definite  object,  was  an  annual  gift  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which  the  emperor  accepted 
from  his  Praetorian  prsefe<£t  ; and  the  means  of  payment  were  aban- 
doned to  the  diferetion  of  that  powerful  magiftrate.  IV.  Even  fuch  Monopolies 
a tax  was  lefs  intolerable  than  the  privilege  of  monopolies,  which 

••  John  MiM*  (tom.  ii.  p.  13*.)  mention  the  leaden  pipei,  which  Jurtinian  or  hie  fer- 
tile want  of  bread, and  Zooaras  (i.xir.  p.  63.)  »aat»  Hole  from  the  aquedocti. 
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checked  the  fair  competition  of  indudry,  and,  for  the  fake  of  a fmall 
and  difhoncd  gain,  impofed  an  arbitrary  burthen  on  the  wants  and 
luxury  of  the  l'ubjeCt.  “ As  foon  (l  tranfcribe  the  anecdotes)  as 
“ the  exclufive  falc  of  filk  was  ufurpcd  by  the  Imperial  trcafurer, 
“ a whole  people,  the  manufacturers  of  Tyre  and  Berytus,  was  re- 
“ duccd  to  extreme  mifery,  and  either  perithed  with  hunger,  or  fled 
“ to  the  hoftile  dominions  of  Perfia.”  A province  might  fufl'er  by 
the  decay  of  its  manufactures,  but  in  this  example  of  filk,  Procopius 
has  partially  overlooked  the  ineftimable  and  lading  benefit  which 
the  empire  received  from  the  curiofity  of  Juftinian.  His  addition 
of  one-feventh  to  the  ordinary  pi  ice  of  copper-money  may  be  in- 
terpreted with  the  fame  candour ; and  the  alteration,  which  might 
be  wife,  appears  to  have  been  innocent ; fince  he  neither  allayed 
the  purity,  nor  enhanced  the  value,  of  the  gold  coin1',  the  legal 
meafure  of  public  and  private  payments.  V.  The  ample  jurifdiCtion 
required  by  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  to  accomplifh  their  engage- 
ments, might  be  placed  in  an  odious  light,  as  if  they  had  purchafed 
from  the  emperor  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
And  a more  dircCt  fale  of  honours  and  offices  was  tra n fa Cted  in  the 
palace,  with  the  permiffion,  or  at  lead  with  the  connivance,  of  Jufli- 
nian  and  Theodora.  The  claims  of  merit,  even  thofe  of  favour, 
were  difregraded,  and  it  was  almod  reafonable  to  expeCI,  that  the 
bold  adventurer  who  had  undertaken  the  trade  of  a magidrate 
fhould  find  a rich  compenfation  for  infamy,  labour,  danger,  the  debts 
which  he  had  contracted,  and  the  heavy  intered  which  he  paid. 
A fenfe  of  the  difgracc  and  mifehief  of  this  venal  practice,  at  length 
awakened  the  fluinbering  virtue  of  Judinian  ; and  he  attempted,  by 

*'  For  an  aureus,  one-fixth  of  an  ounce  of  money.  In  England,  fwtl’ci  pence  in  cop. 
gold,  inf: (rail  of  no,  he  gate  no  more  than  prr  would  fell  for  no  more  than  ftvt*  pence 
180  folles,  or  Olincci,  of  copper.  A difpro-  (Smith’s  Inquiry  into  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
portion  of  the  mint,  below  the  market  price,  vol.  i.  p.  49.).  For  Jullinian’s  gold  coin,  fee 
mull  have  foon  produced  a fcatcity  of  fmall  Evagrius  (I.  ir.  c.  30.). 
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the  fanclion  of  oaths"  and  penalties,  to  guard  the  integrity  of  his  c H p- 

government : but  at  the  end  of  a year  of  perjury,  his  rigorous  cdi&  ■ — _/ 

was  fufpen  Jed,  and  corruption  licentioufly  abufed  her  triumph  over 
the  impotence  of  the  laws.  VI.  The  teftament  of  Eulalius,  count  TelUmcnts. 
of  the  domeftics,  declared  the  emperor  liis  foie  heir,  on  condition, 
however,  that  he  fhould  difeharge  his  debts  and  legacies,  allow  to  his 
three  daughters  a decent  maintenance,  and  bellow  each  of  them  in 
marriage,  with  a portion  of  ten  pounds  of  gold.  But  the  fplcndid 
fortune  of  Eulalius  had  been  confumed  by  fire  ; and  the  inventory 
of  his  goods  did  not  exceed  the  trifling  furn  of  five  hundred  and 
fixty-four  pieces  of  gold.  A fimilar  inftance,  in  Grecian  hiftory, 
admonifljed  the  emperor  of  the  honourable  part  preferibed  for  his 
imitation.  He  checked  the  felfilh  murmurs  of  the  treafury,  ap- 
plauded the  confidence  of  his  friend,  difeharged  the  legacies  and 
debts,  educated  the  three  virgins  under  the  eye  of  the  emprefs  Theo- 
dora, and  doubled  the  marriage  portion  which  had  fatisfied  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  their  father".  The  humanity  of  a prince  (for  princes 
cannot  be  generous)  is  entitled  to  fome  praife  ; yet  even  in  this  adl 
of  virtue  we  may  difeover  the  inveterate  cuftom  of  i'upplanting  the 
legal  or  natural  heirs,  which  Procopius  imputes  to  the  reign  of  Julli- 
nian.  His  charge  is  fupported  by  eminent  names  and  fcandalous 
examples  ; neither  widows  nor  orphans  were  i'pared  ; and  the  art 
of  foliating  or  extorting  or  fuppofing  teftaments,  was  beneficially 
pra&ifed  by  the  agents  of  the  palace.  This  bafe  and  mifehievous 
tyranny  invades  the  fecurity  of  private  life  ; and  the  monarch  who 
has  indulged  an  appetite  for  gain  will  foon  be  tempted  to  antici- 

»»  The  oath  is  conceived  in  the  moil  Tor-  •»  A fimiiar  or  more  penerous  n 1 of.fricnd- 
midihle  words  (Novell,  viii.  lit.  3.).  The  Ihip  is  related  by  l.ucian  of  Kudaraidas  of 
defau'tcr*  imprecate  on  themfelvcs,  quicquid  Corinth  (in  Toxire,  c.  21,  23.  tom.  ii. 
ftabcr.t  tclorum  armamentaria  cocli : the  part  p.  $30.),  **n<^  ^ory  ha*  produced  an  in- 
©f  Judas,  the  leprofy  of  Gie/i,  the  tremor  gcniotis,  though  feeble,  comedy  of  fon* 

Cain,  U c.  belitJ:*  all  temporal  pains.  tenelle. 
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Thcminifter* 
of  Juftinian. 


John  of  Cap- 
padocia. 


pate  the  moment  of  fucceffion,  to  interpret  wealth  as  an  evidence  of 
guilt,  and  to  proceed,  from  the  claim  of  inheritance,  to  the  power 
of  confifcation.  VII.  Among  the  forms  of  rapine,  a philofophcr 
may  be  permitted  to  name  the  converfion  of  Pagan  or  heretical 
riches  to  the  ufe  of  the  faithful ; but  in  the  time  of  Judinian,  this 
holy  plunder  was  condemned , by  tire  fc&arics  alone,  .who  became 
the  victims  of  his  orthodox  avarice50. 

Dishonour  might  be  ultimately  reflected  on  the  character  of  Juf- 
tinian ; but  much  of  the  guilt,  and  dill  more  of  the  profit,  was  in- 
tercepted by  the  miniders,  who  were  feldom  promoted  for  their 
virtues,  and  not  always  fclected  for  their  talents”1.  The  merits  of 
Tribonian  the  qua:dor  will  hereafter  be  weighed  in  the  reformation 
of  the  Roman  law  ; but  the  occonomy  of  the  Ead  was  fubordinate 
to  the  Praetorian  praefeft,  and  Procopius  has  judified  his  anecdotes 
by  the  portrait  which  he  expofes  in  his  public  hidory,  of  the  noto- 
rious vices  of  John  of  Cappadocia  **.  His  knowledge  was  not  bor- 
rowed from  the  fchools’1,  and  his  dyle  was  fcarccly  legible ; but  he 
excelled  in  the  powers  of  native  genius,  to  fugged  the  wifcd  coun- 
fcls,  and  to  find  expedients  in  the  mod  defperate  fituations.  The 
coiTuption  of  his  heart  was  equal  to  the  vigour  of  his  underdand- 
ing.  Although  he  was  fufpe&ed  of  magic  and  Pagan  fuperdition, 
he  appeared  infenfible  to  the  fear  of  God  or  the  reproaches  of  man ; 
and  his  afpiring  fortune  was  raifed  on  the  death  of  tboufands,  the  po- 
verty of  millions,  the  ruin  of  cities,  and  the  defolation  of  provinces. 


*°  John  Malala,  tom.  ii.  p.  101,  I02f  103. 

4,1  One  of  thefe,  Anatolius,  perifhed  in  an 
earthquake  — doubtlefs  a judgment!  Thecom- 
plaiats  and  clamours  of  the  people  in  Aga- 
thias  (1.  v.  p.  146,  147O  *re  almoft  an  echo 
of  the  anecdote.  The  aliena  pecunia  red- 
dendo of  Corippui  (1.  ii.  3S1,  &c.)  is  not 
very  honourable  to  Juftinian’s  memory. 

•*  See  the  hifto ry  and  character  of  John  of 


Cappadocia  in  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  <4, 
25.  1.  ii,  c.  30.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  13.  Anec- 
dot.  c.  2.  17.  22.).  The  agreement  of  the 
hiftory  and  anecdotes  is  a mortal  wound  to 
the  reputation  of  the  praefeft. 

9 J Ov  yaf  at \k<t  avht  «<  yfOfjytamni;  Quran  tuJiGtt 

CTi  p*  Tx,  *a.  Tavra  mojox  xaju,-;  — 

a forcible  eapreftion. 
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From  the  dawn  of  light  to  the  moment  of  dinner,  he  afliduoufly  c 
laboured  to  enrich  hi$  mafter  and  himfelf  at  the  expcncc  of  the 
Roman  world ; the  remainder  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  fenfual  and 
obfcene  pleafures,  and  the  filent  hours  of  the  night  were  interrupted 
by  the  perpetual  dread  of  the  juftice  of  an  aftaftin.  His  abilities, 
perhaps  his  vices,  recommended  him  to  the  lading  friendfhip  of  Juf- 
tinian : the  emperor  yielded  with  rclu&ance  to  the  fury  of  the 
people ; his  vi&ory  was  difplayed  by  the  immediate  reftoration  of 
their  enemy  ; and  they  felt  above  ten  years,  under  his  oppreflive 
adminiftration,  that  he  was  flimulated  by  revenge,  rather  than  in- 
ftrucled  by  misfortune.  Their  murmurs  fcrved  only  to  fortify  the 
refolution  of  Juftinian  ; but  the  praefe<ft,  in  the  infolence  of  favour, 
provoked  the  rcfentment  of  Theodora,  difdained  a power  before 
which  every  knee  was  bent,  and  attempted  to  fow  the  feeds  of  dif- 
cord  between  the  emperor  and  his  beloved  confort.  Even  Theodora 
herfelf  was  conftrained  to  dilfemble,  to  wait  a favourable  moment, 
and  by  an  artful  confpiracy  to  render  John  of  Cappadocia  the  ac- 
complice of  his  own  deftraftion.  At  a time  when  Belifarius,  un- 
lefs  he  had  been  a hero,  mull  have  (hewn  himfelf  a rebel,  his  wife 
Antonina,  who  enjoyed  the  fecret  confidence  of  the  emprefs,  com- 
municated his  feigned  difeontent  to  Euphemia  the  daughter  of  the 
prxfedt ; the  credulous  virgin  imparted  to  her  father  the  dangerous 
project,  and  John,  who  might  have  known  the  value  of  oaths  and 
promifes,  was  tempted  to  accept  a nocturnal,  and  almoft  treafonable, 
interview  with  the  wife  of  Belifarius.  An  ambufeade  of  guards  and 
eunuchs  had  been  polled  by  the  command  of  Theodora  ; they  rallied 
with  drawn  fwords  to  feize  or  to  punifii  the  guilty  minifter  : he  was 
faved  by  the  fidelity  of  his  attendants ; but  inftead  of  appealing  to  a 
gracious  fovereign,  who  had  privately  warned  him  of  his  danger, 
he  pufillanimoufly  fled  to  the  fan&uary  of  the  church.  The  fa- 
vourite of  Juftinian  was  facrifkcd  to  conjugal  tendemefs  or  domeftic 

tranquil- 
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tranquillity ; the  convetTion  of  a prefect  into  a prieft  exiinguiihcd 
his  ambitious  hopes ; hut  the  friendlhip  of  the  emperor  alleviated 
his  difgrace,  and  he  retained  in  the  mild  exile  of  Cyzicus  an  ample 
portion  of  his  riches.  Such  imperfect  revenge  could  not  fatisfy  the 
unrelenting  hatred  of  Theodora  ; the  murder  ol  his  old  enemy,  the 
bilhop  of  Cyzicus,  afforded  a decent  pretence  ; and  John  of  Cappa- 
docia, whole  actions  had  deferred  a thoufand  deaths,  was  at  Iaft 
condemned  for  a crime  of  which  he  was  innocent.  A great  miniftcr, 
who  had  been  inverted  with  the  honours  of  conful  and  patrician,  was 
ignominioufly  fcourged  like  the  vileft  of  malefactors ; a tattered  cloak 
was  the  foie  remnant  of  his  fortunes ; he  was  tranfported  in  a hark 
to  the  place  of  his  banifhment  at  Antinopolis  in  Upper  Egypt,  and 
the  prxfe&  of  the  Eaft  begged  his  bread  through  the  cities  which 
had  trembled  at  his  name.  During  an  exile  of  feven  years,  his  life 
was  protracted  and  threatened  by  the  ingenious  cruelty  of  Theo- 
dora ; and  when  her  death  permitted  the  emperor  to  recal  a fer- 
vant  whom  he  had  abandoned  with  regret,  the  ambition  of  John  of 
Cappadocia  was  reduced  to  the  humble  duties  of  the  faccrdotal  pro- 
feflion.  His  fucceffors  convinced  the  fubjeCts  of  Jurtinian,  that  the 
arts  of  oppreflion  might  ftill  be  improved  by  experience  and  in- 
duftry  ; the  frauds  of  a Syrian  banker  were  introduced  into  the 
adminiftration  of  the  finances  ; and  the  example  of  the  prefect  was 
diligently  copied  by  the  quseftor,  the  public  and  private  treafurcr, 
the  governors  of  provinces,  and  the  principal  magiftrates  of  the 
Eaftern  empire’*. 

V.  The  edifices  of  Jurtinian  were  cemented  with  the  blood  and 
trealurc  of  his  people ; but  thofe  ftatcly  rtructures  appeared  to  an- 

'*  The  chronology  of  Procopius  it  loofe  June  5^3 — banifhed  in  541 — and  recalled  br- 
and obfeure;  but  uith  the  aid  of  Pagi  I can  tween  June  54S  and  April  i.  ;yy.  Airman 
difeern  that  John  wat  appointed  Prartorian  (p.  96.  97.)  gives  the  lid  of  his  ten  fuccel- 
prxfefl  of  the  Eall  in  the  year  530 ; that  he  for: — a rapid  ferics  in  a part  of  a fmgle 
was  removed  in  January  531-  rettoied  before  reign. 
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nounce  the  profpcriry  of  the  empire,  and  aftually  difplaycd  the  c P. 

(kill  of  their  architc&s.  Both  the  theory  and  pradlice  of  the  arts  / — — ' 

which  depend  on  mathematical  fcience  and  mechanical  power  were 
cultivated  under  the  patronage  of  the  emperors  ; the  fame  of  Archi- 
medes was  rivalled  by  Proclus  and  Anthemius ; and  if  their  miracles 
had  been  related  by  intelligent  fpe&ators,  they  might  now  enlarge 
the  fpeculations,  inftead  of  exciting  the  diftruft,  of  philofophcrs.  A 
tradition  has  prevailed,  that  the  Roman  fleet  was  reduced  to  afhes 
in  the  port  of  Syracufe  by  the  burning-glafles  of  Archimedes1”  ; and 
it  is  aflerted,  that  a fimilar  expedient  was  employed  by  Proclus  to 
deftroy  the  Gothic  velfels  in  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople,  and  to 
protedl  his  benefa&or  Anaflafius  againft  the  bold  enterprize  of  Vi- 
talian  *®.  A machine  was  fixed  on  the  walls  of  the  city,  confiding 
of  an  hexagon  mirror  of  polifhed  brafs,  with  many  fmaller  and 
moveable  polygons  to  receive  and  reflect  the  rays  of  the  meridian 
fun  ; and  a condoning  flame  was  darted  to  the  didance,  perhaps,  of 
two  hundred  feet”.  The  truth  of  thefe  two  extraordinary  fads  is 
invalidated  by  the  filence  of  the  mod  authentic  hidorians ; and  the 
ufe  of  burning-glafles  was  never  adopted  in  the  attack  or  defence  of 
places1*.  Yet  the  admirable  experiments  of  a French  philofopher” 

have 


95  This  conflagration  is  hinted  by  Lucian 
(in  Hippia,  c.  2.)  and  Galen  (1.  iii.  de  Tem- 
peramentis,  tom.  i.  p.  Si.  edit.  Bafli.)  in  the 
fecond  century.  A thou  fund  years  afterwards,  it 
is  pofitivelyafHrme  i by  Zonaras  (l.ix. p.424.), 
on  the  faith  of  Dion  Calfius,  by  Tzetzes 
(Chiliad  it.  119,  &c  ),  Eufothius  (ad  Iliad 
E.  p- 33S.),  and  the  fcholbit  of  Lucian.  See 
Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Gr.ec,  1.  iii.  c.  22.  tom.  ii. 
p.  551,  552.),  to  whom  I am  more  orlefs  in- 
debted for  fevcral  of  thefe  quotation*. 

**  Zonaras  (1.  xiv.  p.  5^.)  affirms  the  fa&, 
without  quoting  any  evidence. 

91  Tzetzes  deferibes  the  artiti;e  of  thefi 
Vo*.  IV.  N 


burnirg-glafles,  which  he  had  read,  perhaps 
with  no  learned  eyes,  in  a mathematical  trea- 
life  of  Anthemius.  That  ireatife,  »**»• 
has  been  lately  published, 
tranflated,  and  illustrated  by  M.  Dupoys,  a 
fcholar  and  a mathematician  (Memoires  de 
TAcademic  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  xlii.  p.  392 
4?  1 •)• 

In  the  fiege  of  Syracufe,  by  the  filence 
ef  Polybius,  Plutarch,  Livy  ; in  the  fiege  of 
Conftantinople,  by  that  of  Marcellir.us  and 
all  the  contemporaries  of  the  vith  century. 

w Without  any  previous  knowledge  of 
Tzcizes  or  Anthemius,  the  immortal  Buflbn 

imagined 
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C H P.  have  demonftratcd  the  poffibility  of  fuch  a mirror ; and,  fince  it  is 

« poflible,  I am  more  difpofed  to  attribute  the  art  to  the  greateft  ma- 

thematicians of  antiquity,  than  to  give  the  merit  of  the  fidUotl  to 
the  idle  fancy  of  a monk  or  a fophift.  According  to  another  ftory, 
Froclus  applied  fulphur  to  the  dcftrudlion  of  the  Gothic  fleet"’0  ; in 
a modern  imagination,  the  name  of  fulphur  is  inftantly  connedled 
with  the  fufpicion  of  gun-powder,  and  that  fufpicion  is  propagated 
by  the  fecrct  arts  of  his  difciple  Anthemius01.  A citizen  of  Tralles 
in  Afia  had  five  fons,  who  were  all  diftinguifhed  in  their  refpe&ive 
profeffions  by  merit  and  fuccefs.  Olympius  excelled  in  the  know- 
ledge and  pradtice  of  the  Roman  jurifprudence.  Diofcorus  and 
Alexander  became  learned  phyficians ; but  the  (kill  of  the  former 
was  exercifed  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens,  while  his  more 
ambitious  brother  acquired  wealth  and  reputation  at  Rome.  The 
lame  of  Metrodorus  the  grammarian,  and  of  Anthemius  the  ma- 
thematician and  archited,  reached  the  ears  of  the  emperor  Juftinian, 
who  invited  them  to  Conftantinople ; and  while  the  one  inftruded 
the  rifing  generation  in  the  fchools  of  eloquence,  the  other  filled 
the  capital  and  provinces  with  more  lafling  monuments  of  his  art. 
In  a trifling  difpute  relative  to  the  walls  or  windows  of  their  conti- 
guous houfes,  he  had  been  vanquifhed  by  the  eloquence  of  his 
neighbour  Zeno ; but  the  orator  was  defeated  in  his  turn  by  the 
matter  of  mechanics,  whofe  malicious,  though  harmlefs  ftratagems, 
are  darkly  reprefented  by  the  ignorance  of  Agathias.  In  a lower 


imagined  and  executed  a fet  of  burning- 
glaflcs,  with  which  he  could  inflame  planks 
at  the  diftance  of  200  feet  (Supplement  a 
Naturellc,  tom.  i.  p.  399 — 483.  quarto 
edition).  What  miracles  would  not  his  ge- 
nius have  performed  for  the  public  fervice, 
with  royal  expence,  and  in  the  ftrong  fun  of 
.ConiUntinople  or  Syracufc  ? 

12 


l*°  John  Malala  (tom.  ii.  p.  120—124.) 
relates  the  fait;  but  he  feems  to  confound 
the  names  or  perfons  of  Produs  and  M an- 
nus. 

*01  Agathias,  I.  r.  p.  149—152.  The 
merit  of  Anthemius  as  an  architect  is  londly 
p railed  by  Procopius  (dc  Edif.  1.  i.  c.  1.)  and 
Paulus  Silcntiarius  (part  i.  134,  &€.)• 

room. 
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room,  Anthemius  arranged  feveral  veflels  or  cauldrons  of  water,  c H^A  P. 

each  of  them  covered  by  the  wide  bottom  of  a leathern  tube,  which  > . —— / 

rofe  to  a narrow  top,  and  was  artificially  conveyed  among  the  joifts 
and  rafters  of  the  adjacent  building.  A fire  was  kindled  beneath 
the  cauldron ; tlie  (team  of  the  boiling  water  afccnded  through  the 
tubes ; the  houfe  was  fhaken  by  the  efforts  of  imprifoned  air,  and 
its  trembling  inhabitants  might  wonder  that  the  city  was  unconfcious 
of  the  earthquake  which  they  had  felt.  At  another  time,  the  friends 
of  Zeno,  as  they  fat  at  table,  were  dazzled  by  the  intolerable  light 
which  flalhed  in  their  eyes  from  the  reflecting  mirrors  of  Anthe- 
mius : they  were  aftonilhed  by  the  noife  which  he  produced  from 
the  collifion  of  certain  minute  and  fonorous  particles  ; and  the  orator 
declared  in  tragic  ftyle  to  the  fenate,  that  a mere  mortal  mull  yield 
to  the  power  of  an  antagonift,  who  (hook  the  earth  with  the  trident 
of  Neptune,  and  imitated  the  thunder  and  lightning  of  Jove  liim- 
felf.  The  genius  of  Anthemius  and  his  colleague  Ifidore  the  Mile- 
fian,  was  excited  and  employed  by  a prince,  whofe  tafte  for  archi- 
tecture had  degenerated  into  a mifehievous  and  coftly  palfion.  His 
favourite  architects  fubmitted  their  defigns  and  difficulties  to  Jufti— 
nian,  and  difcreetly  confeffed  how  much  their  laborious  meditations 
were  furpaffed  by  the  intuitive  knowledge  or  celeftial  infpiration  of 
an  emperor,  whofe  views  were  always  directed  to  the  benefit  of 
his  people,  the  glory  of  his  reign,  and  the  falvation  of  his  foul 

The  principal  church,  which  was  dedicated  by  the  founder  of  Foandaiion 
Conflantinople  to  faint  Sophia,  or  the  eternal  wifdom,  had  been  ofSs.VcpMa! 
twice  deftroyed  by  fire ; after  the  exile  of  John  Chryfoftom,  and 
during  the  Nika  of  the  blue  and  green  factions.  No  fooner  did  the 

,oxSee  Procopius  (de  F.dificiis,  1.  i.  c.  I,  J.  dation  at  Dara.  A ftone-qoarry  near  Jeru- 
!.  »i.  c.  J.).  He  relates  a coincidence  of  falcm  was  revealed  to  the  emperor  (1.  v.  c.  6.): 
dreams,  which  fuppofes  forae  fraud  in  Jufti-  an  angel  was  tricked  into  the  perpetual  cuf- 
nian  or  his  architect.  They  both  faw,  io  a tody  of  St.  Sophia  (Anonym,  de  Antiq.  C.  P. 
vif:on , the  fame  plan  for  Hopping  an  iaan-  1.  iv.  p.  70.), 
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’•  tumult  fubfule,  than  the  Chriflian  populace  deplored  their  facrilcgiou* 
■>  -ralhnefs ; but  they  might  have  rejoiced  in  the  calamity,  had  they 
forefeen  the  glory  of  the  new  temple,  which  at  the  end  of  forty 
days  was  firenuoufly  undertaken  by  the  piety  of  Juftinian1”.  The 
ruins  were  cleared  away,  a more  fpacious  plan  was  defcribed,  and 
as  it  required  the  confent  of  fomc  proprietors  of  ground,  they  ob- 
tained the  moll  exorbitant  terms  from  the  eager  defircs  and  timorous 
confcience  of  the  monarch.  Anthemius  formed  the  defign,  and 
his  genius  directed  the  hands  of  ten  thoufand  workmen,  whofe  pay- 
ment in  pieces  of  fine  filver  was  never  delayed  beyond  the  evening. 
The  emperor  himfclf,  clad  in  a linen  tunic,  furveyed  each  day 
their  rapid  progrefs,  and  encouraged  their  diligence  by  his  famili- 
arity, his  zeal,  and  his  rewards.  The  new  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia 
was  confecrated  by  the  patriarch,  five  years,  eleven  months,  and  ten 
days  from  the  firfl  foundation ; and  in  the  midfi  of  the  folemn 
fc Rival,  Jufiinian  exclaimed  with  devout  vanity,  “ Glory  be  to  God, 
“ who  hath  thought  me  worthy  to  accomplilh  fo  great  a work  ; I 
“ have  vanquifhed  thee,  O Solomon ‘°4!”  But  the  pride  of  the  Roman 
Solomon,  before  twenty  years  had  elapfed,  was  humbled  by  an 


103  Among  the  crowd  of  ancients  and  mo- 
derns who  has  e celebrated  the  edifice  of  St.  So- 
phia, I fti ill  diftinguilh  and  follow,  i.  Four 
original  fpeftatori  and  hiilorians : Procopius 
(dc  Edific.  1.  i.  c.  |.),  Agathias  (1.  v.  p.  152, 
I53.),Pju1  $i!eniiarius(in  a poem  of  1026  hex- 
ameters,ad  ealeem  AnnxComnen.  Afcxiad.), 
and  Evagrius  (I.  iv.  c.  31.).  2.  Two  legend- 
ary Greeks  of  a later  period  : George  Codin  us 
(de  Origin.  C.  P.  p.  64  — 74.),  a°d  the  ano- 
nymous writer  of  Banduri  (Imp.  Orient, 
tom.  i.  1.  iv.  p.  65—80.).  3.  The  great 

Byzantine  antiquarian,  Ducangc  (Comment, 
ad  Paul  Silentiar.  p.  525—598.  and  C.  P. 
Chrift.  I.  iii.  p.  5—78  ).  4.  Two  French 

travellers— the  one,  Peter  Gyllius  (de  Topo- 
graph. C.  P.  1.  ii.  c.  3,  4.)  in  the  xvith ; 
the  other,  Grelot  (Voyage  dc  C.  P.  p.  95  — 


164.  Paris,  1680.  in  410) : he  has  given 
plans,  profpefb,  and  in  fide- views  of  St.  So- 
phia; and  his  plans,  though  on  a fmallcr 
fcale,  appear  more  correct  than  thofc  of 
Ducangc.  I have  adopted  and  reduced  the 
xneafures  of  Grelot:  but  as  no  Chriflian  can 
now'  afeend  the  dome,  the  height  is  borrow- 
ed from  Evagrius,  compared  with  Gyllius, 
Greaves,  and  the  Oriental  Geographer. 

IW4  Solomon’s  temple  was  furrounded  with 
courts,  porticos.  Sec. ; but  the  proper  ftruflurc 
of  the  houfc  of  Gcd  was  no  more  (if  we  take 
the  Egyptian  or  Hebrew  cubit  at  22  inches) 
than  55  feet  in  height,  36^  in  breadth,  and 
110  in  length  — a frnall  parilh  church,  fays 
Prideaux  (Connexion,  vol.  i.  p.  144.  folio); 
but  few  fanftuaries  could  be  valued  at  four 
or  £vc  millions  Her  ling  ! 
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earthquake,  which  overthrew  the  eaftern  part  of  the  dome.  Its  c H A P. 

fplendour  was  again  reftored  by  the  perfeverance  of  the  fame  prince;  * * — ' 

and  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  reign,  Juflinian  celebrated  the 
fecond  dedication  of  a temple,  which  remains,  after  twelve  centuries, 
a (lately  monument  of  his  fame.  The  architecture  of  St.  Sophia, 
which  is  now  converted  into  the  principal  mofeh,  has  been  imitated 
by  the  Turkilh  fultans,  and  that  venerable  pile  continues  to  excite 
the  fond  admiration  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  more  rational  curiofity 
of  European  travellers.  The  eye  of  the  fpeClator  is  difappointed  Dtfcription. 
by  an  irregular  profpedt  of  half-domes  and  {helving  roofs : the 
weltern  front,  the  principal  approach,  is  deflitute  cf  fimplicity  and 
magnificence ; and  the  fcalc  of  dimcnfions  has  been  much  furpafled 
by  feveral  of  the  Latin  cathedrals.  But  the  architect  who  full  erect- 
ed an  aerial  cupola,  is  entitled  to  the  praife  of  bold  defign  and  Ikilful 
execution.  The  dome  of  St.  Sophia,  illuminated  by  four  and  twenty 
windows,  is  formed  with  fo  fmall  a curve,  that  the  depth  is  equal 
only  to  one-fixth  of  its  diameter ; the  meafure  of  that  diameter  is 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet,  and  the  lofty  center,  where  a crefcent 
has  fupplanted  the  crofs,  riles  to  the  perpendicular  height  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  above  the  pavement.  The  circle  which 
encompalles  the  dome,  lightly  repofes  on  four  ftrong  arches,  and  their 
weight  is  firmly  fupported  by  four  mafl’y  piles,  whofe  ftrength  is 
aflifled  on  the  northern  and  fouthern  fides  by  four  columns  of  Egyp- 
tian granite.  A Greek  crofs,  inferibed  in  a quadrangle,  reprefents  the 
form  of  the  edifice  ; the  cxaCl  breadth  is  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
feet,  and  two  hundred  and  fixty-ninc  may  be  alTrgned  for  the  ex- 
treme length  from  the  fanCtunry  in  the  eafl  to  the  nine  wcflern 
doors  which  open  into  the  veftibule,  and  from  thence  into  the  ;wr- 
tbex  or  exterior  portico.  That  portico  was  the  humble  flation  of 
the  penitents.  The  nave  or  body  of  the  church  was  filled  by  the 
congregation  of  the  faithful ; but  the  two  fexes  were  prudently  dif- 
10-  V.-.,V  tinguilhed. 
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tinguifhcd,  and  the  upper  and  lower  galleries  were  allotted  for  the 
more  private  devotion  of  the  women.  Beyond  the  northern  and 
fouthern  piles,  a baluftrade,  terminated  on  either  fide  by  the  thrones 
of  the  emperor  and  the  patriarch,  divided  the  nave  from  the  choir : 
and  the  fpace,  as  far  as  the  fteps  of  the  altar,  was  occupied  by  the 
clergy  and  fingers.  The  altar  itfelf,  a name  which  infenfibly  be- 
came familiar  to  Chriftian  ears,  was  placed  in  the  eaftern  recefs,  ar- 
tificially built  in  the  form  of  a demi-cylinder ; and  this  fanftuary 
communicated  by  feveral  doors  with  the  facrifty,  the  veftry,  the 
baptiftery,  and  the  contiguous  buildings,  fubfervient  either  to  the 
pomp  of  worfhip,  or  the  private  ufe  of  the  ecclefiaftical  miniltcrs. 
The  memory  of  pall  calamities  infpired  Juftinian  with  a wife  refo- 
lution,  that  no  wood,  except  for  the  doors,  fhould  be  admitted  into 
the  new  edifice ; and  the  choice  of  the  materials  was  applied  to  the 
ftrength,  the  lightnefs,  or  the  fplendour  of  the  refpe&ive  parts.  The 
folid  piles  which  fuftained  the  cupola  were  compofcd  of  huge  blocks 
of  frccftone,  hewn  into  fquares  and  triangles,  fortified  by  circles  of 
iron,  and  firmly  cemented  by  the  infufion  of  lead  and  quicklime : 
but  the  weight  of  the  cupola  was  diminifhed  by  the  levity  of  its 
fubftance,  which  confifts  either  of  pumice-ftone  that  floats  in  the 
water,  or  of  bricks  from  the  ifle  of  Rhodes,  five  times  lefs  ponderous 
than  the  ordinary  fort.  The  whole  frame  of  the  edifice  was  con- 
ftru&ed  of  brick  ; but  thofe  bafe  materials  were  concealed  by  a cruft 
of  marble  ; and  the  infide  of  St.  Sophia,  the  cupola,  the  two  larger, 
and  the  fix  fmaller,  femi-domes,  the  walls,  the  hundred  columns, 
and  the  pavement,  delight  even  the  eyes  of  Barbarians,  with  a rich 
and  variegated  picture.  A poet  "*,  who  beheld  the  primitive  luftre 

of 

191  Paul  Silcntiarius,  in  dark  and  poetic  i.  The  Caryflian— pale,  with  iron  vein;, 
language,  deferibes  the  various  Rones  and  2.  The  Phrygian— of  two  forts,  both  of  a rofjr 
marbles  that  were  employed  in  the  edifice  of  hue ; the  one  with  a white  fhade,  the  other 
St.  Sophia  (P.  ii.  p.  129.  133,  Sec.  Sec*):  purple,  with  filver  flowers.  3.  The  Ptr/byry 
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of  St.  Sophia,  enumerates  the  colours,  the  fhades,  and  the  fpots  of  c P . 

ten  or  twelve  marbles,  jafpers,  and  porphyries,  which  nature  had  pro-  1 • 

fufely  diverfified,  and  which  were  blended  and  contrafted  as  it  were 
by  a fkilful  painter.  The  triumph  of  Chrift  was  adorned  with  the 
laft  fpoils  of  Paganiftn,  but  the  greater  part  of  thefe  coftly  ftones  was 
extracted  from  the  quarries  of  Afia  Minor,  the  ides  and  continent 
of  Greece,  Egypt,  Africa,  and  Gaul.  Eight  columns  of  porphyry, 
which  Aurelian  had  placed  in  the  temple  of  the  fun,  were  offered 
by  the  piety  of  a Roman  matron  ; eight  others  of  green  marble 
were  prefented  by  the  ambitious  zeal  of  the  magiftrates  of  Ephefus : 
both  arc  admirable  by  their  fizc  and  beauty,  but  every  order  of 
architeflure  difclaims  their  fantaftic  capitals.  A variety  of  orna- 
ments and  figures  was  curioufly  expreffed  in  mofaic ; and  the  images 
of  Chrift,  of  the  Virgin,  of  faints,  and  of  angels,  which  have  been 
defaced  by  Turkilh  fanaticifm,  were  dangeroufly  expofed  to  the 
fuperftition  of  the  Greeks.  According  to  the  famftity  of  each  objedt, 
the  precious  metals  were  diftributed  in  thin  leaves  or  in  folid  maffes. 

The  baluftrade  of  the  choir,  the  capitals  of  the  pillars,  the  ornaments 
of  the  doors  and  galleries,  were  of  gilt  bronze ; the  fpe&ator  was 
dazzled  by  the  glittering  afpedt  of  the  cupola  ; the  fan&uary  con- 
tained forty  thoufand  pound  weight  of  filver ; and  the  holy  vafes 
and  veftments  of  the  altar  were  of  the  pureft  gold,  enriched  with  in- 
eftimable  gems.  Before  the  ftrufture  of  the  church  had  arifen  two 
cubits  above  the  ground,  forty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds 
were  already  confumed  } and  the  whole  expence  amounted  to  three  Ricll,:i* 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  : each  reader,  according  to  the  mca- 
fure  of  his  belief,  may  eftimatc  their  value  either  in  gold  or  filver ; 

‘f  E&fi— with  final!  fttrs.  4.  The  grrt*  or  fafiron  hoe.  8.  The  Cthic—  black,  wiih 
mar  bit  of  Latenia.  j.  The  Carina— from  white  veins.  9.  The  Bcfpfnric— white,  with 
Mount  Iaffis,  with  oblique  veins,  white  and  black  edges.  Befides  the  Prcenne/ban,  which 
red.  6.  The  Ljdiaa—  pale,  with  a red  flower.  formed  the  pavement;  the  Thtjfaliant  M*» 

7.  The  Jfrican , or  Mauritanian— of  a gold  hjpaUi  to C.  which  arc  lefs  di&inftly  painted. 

but 
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CHAP,  but  the  fum  of  one  million  fterling  is  the  refult  of  the  lowed  com- 
X Li  > # t ^ 

« , » putation.  A magnificent  temple  is  a laudable  monument  of  na- 

tional tafle  and  religion,  and  the  cuthuliaft  who  entered  the  dome 
of  St.  Sophia,  might  be  tempted  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  the  refidence, 
or  even  the  workmanihip  of  the  Deity.  Yet  how  dull  is  the  artifice, 
how  infignificant  is  the  labour,  if  it  be  compared  with  the  formation, 
of  the  vileft  infect  that  crawls  upon  the  furface  of  the  temple  ! 
Churchessnd  So  minute  a defcription  of  an  edifice  which  time  has  relpe&ed, 
pj.iiei.  may  atteft  the  truth,  and  cxcufe  the  relation,  of  the  innumerable 
works,  both  in  the  capital  and  provinces,  which  Jullinian  conftrudted 
on  a finaller  fcale  and  lefs  durable  foundations'1*.  In  Conftar.tinoplc 
alone,  and  the  adjacent  fuburbs,  he  dedicated  twenty-five  churches 
to  the  honour  of  Chrid,  the  Virgin,  and  the  faints:  molt  of  thcle 
churches  were  decorated  with  marble  and  gold ; and  their  various 
fituation  was  fkilfully  chofen  in  a populous  fquare,  or  a pleafant 
grove  ; on  the  margin  of  the  fea-fhorc,  or  on  fomc  lofty  eminence 
which  overlooked  the  continents  of  Europe  and  Afia.  The  church 
of  the  Holy  Apodles  at  Conftantinople,  and  that  of  St.  John  at 
Ephefus,  appear  to  have  been  framed  on  the  fame  model : their 
domes  afpired  to  imitate  the  cupolas  of  St.  Sophia ; but  the  altar 
was  more  judicioufly  placed  under  the  center  of  the  dome,  at  the 
junction  of  four  (lately  porticoes,  which  more  accurately  expreffed 
the  figure  of  the  Greek  crofs.  The  Virgin  of  Jerufalem  might 
exult  in  the  temple  erected  by  her  Imperial  votary  on  a mod  un- 
grateful fpot,  which  afforded  neither  ground  nor  materials  to  the 
architect.  A level  was  formed,  by  railing  part  of  a deep  valley  to 
the  height  of  the  mountain.  The  (longs  of  a neighbouring  quarry 
were  hewn  into  regular  forms ; each  block  was  fixed  on  a peculiar 

lc‘  The  fix  boohs  of  the  Edifices  of  Pro-  fifth,  Afia  Minor  and  Pale  (tine ; the  fixth, 
copius  are  thus  diilributed : the  firfi  is  con-  Egypt  and  Africa.  Italy  is  forgot  by  the 
lined  to  Conllantinoplc  ; the  /trout  includes  emperor  or  the  hiitorian,  who  publifhed  this 
Mefopotamia  and  Syria ; ih c third,  Armenia  workof  adulation  before  the  date  (A. D.  555.) 
and  the  Eunice ; the  fiiurth,  Europe;  the  of  its  final  conqueft, 
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carriage  drawn  by  forty  of  the  ArongeR  oxen,  and  the  roads  were 
widened  for  the  paflage  of  fuch  enormous  weights.  Lebanon  fur-  < 
nilhed  her  loftieA  cedars  for  the  timbers  of  the  church ; and  the 
feafonable  difeovery  of  a vein  of  red  marble,  fupplied  its  beautiful 
columns,  two  of  which,  the  fupporters  of  the  exterior  portico,  were 
eReemed  the  largcA  in  the  world.  The  pious  munificence  of  the 
emperor  was  diffufed  over  the  Holy  Land ; and  if  reafon  fliould 
condemn  the  monaAerics  of  both  fexes  which  were  built  or  reAored 
by  JuRinian,  yet  charity  muA  applaud  the  wells  which  he  funk,  and 
the  hofpitals  which  he  founded,  for  the  relief  of  the  weary  pilgrims. 
The  fchifmatical  temper  of  Egypt  was  ill-entitled  to  the  royal 
bounty ; but  in  Syria  and  Africa  fome  remedies  were  applied  to  the 
dilaRers  of  wars  and  earthquakes,  and  both  Carthage  and  Antioch, 
emerging  from  their  ruins,  might  revere  the  name  of  their  gracious 
benefactor AlmoA  every  faint  in  the  calendar  acquired  the  ho- 
nours of  a temple;  almoR  every  city  of  the  empire  obtained  the 
folid  advantages  of  bridges,  hofpitals,  and  aqueduCts ; but  the  fevere 
liberality  of  the  monarch  difdained  to  indulge  his  fubjects  in  the 
popular  luxury  of  baths  and  theatres.  While  JuRinian  laboured  for 
the  public  fervice,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  his  own  dignity  and 
eafe.  The  Byzantine  palace,  which  had  been  damaged  by  the  con- 
flagration, ■ was  reAored  with  new  magnificence ; and  fome  notion 
may  be  conceived  of  the  whole  edifice,  by  the  veRibuIe  or  hall, 
which,  from  the  doors  perhaps,  or  the  roof,  was  furnamed  choice , 
or  the  brazen.  The  dome  of  a fpacious  quadrangle  was  fupported 
by  mafiy  pillars ; the  pavement  and  walls  were  incruRed  with  many- 
coloured  marbles — the  emerald  green  of  Laconia,  the  fiery  red,  and 
the  white  Phrygian  Rone  interfered  with  veins  of  a fea-green  hue : 
the  mofaic  paintings  of  the  dome  and  fides  reprefented  the  glories 

Juftinun  once  gave  forty-five  cement-  Antioch  after  the  carthqutke  (John  Millie, 
ries  of  gold  (i8o,coo/  J for  the  repain  of  tom.  ii.  p.  146 — 1 49.). 
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of  the  African  and  Italian  triumphs.  On  the  Afiatic  fliore  of  the; 
Propontis,  at  a fmall  diftance  to  the  eaft  of  Chalcedon,  the  coftly 
palace  and  garden*  of  Herseum  M were  prepared  for  the  fummer 
refidence  of  Juftinian,  and  more  Specially  of  Theodora.  The  poets 
of  the  age  have  celebrated  the  rare  alliance  of  nature  and  art,  the 
harmony  of  the  nymphs  of  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the 
waves ; yet  the  crowd  of  attendants  who  followed  the  court  com- 
plained of  their  inconvenient  lodgings  and  the  nymphs  were  too 
often  alarmed  by  the  famous  Porphyrio,  a whale  of  ten  cubits  in 
breadth,  and  thirty  in  length,  who  was  ftranded  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Sangaris,  after  he  had  infefted  more  than  half  a century 
the  feas  of  Conftantinople 

The  fortifications  of  Europe  and  Afia  were  multiplied  by  Jufti- 
nian ; but  the  repetition  of  thofe  timid  and  fruitlefs  precautions  ex- 
pofes  to  a philofophic  eye  the  debility  of  the  empire  From  Bel- 
grade to  the  Euxine,  from  the  conflux  of  the  Save  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Danube,  a chain  of  above  fourfeore  fortified  places  was  ex- 
tended along  the  banks  of  the  great  ri,ver.  Single  watch-towers  were 
changed  into  fpacious  citadels ; vacant  walls,  which  the  engineers 
contracted  or  enlarged  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  were 
filled  with  colonies  or  garrifons  j a ftrong  fortrefs  defended  the 


*0#  Fa r the  Herrcum,  the  palace  of  Theo- 
dora, fee  Gyllius  (dc  Bofphoro  Thracio,  1.  iii. 
c.  xi.),  Aleman  (Not.  ad  Anecdot.  p.  80, 
8 1.  who  quotes  feveral  epigrams  of  the 
Anthology),  and  Ducange  (C.  P.  Cbrifl. 
1.  iv.  c.  13.  p.  173.176.). 

*°*  Compare,  in  the  Edifices  (I.  u c.  >1.) 
and  in  the  Anecdotes  (c.  8.  15.),  the  differ, 
ent  ftylcs  of  adulation  and  malevolence : ftript 
of  the  paint,  or  deanfed  from  the  dirt,  the 
objedl  appears  to  be  the  fame. 

110  Procopius,  J.  viil.  29.;  moll  probably 
« lb-anger  and  wanderer,  as  the  Mediterranean 


does  not  breed  whales.  Balxnsc  quoque  in 
nollra  maria  penetrant  (Pita.  Hill.  Natur. 
ix.  z.).  Between  the  polar  circle  and  the 
tropic,  the  cetaceous  animals  of  the  ocean 
grow  to  the  length  of  jo,  8o,  or  100  feet 
(Hill,  dcs  Voyages,  tom.  xv.  p.  289.  Pen- 
nant's Britilh  Zoology,  vol.  iii.  p.  33.)* 

4,1  Montefquieu  obferves  (tom.  iii.  p.  303. 
Confiderations  fur  la  Grandeur  et  la  Deca- 
dence de»  Romains,  c.  xx.)  that  Jtiftinian’s. 
empiie  was  like  France  in  the  time  of  the  Nor- 
man inroads— never  fa  weak  as  when  every 
village  was  fortified. 

ruins- 
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fuins  of  Trajan’s  bridge"*,  and  feveral  military  Rations  affefled  to  C It  A p. 
fpread  beyond  the  Danube  the  pride  of  the  Roman  name.  But  that  -L  — „.y 
name  was  diverted  of  its  terrors  ; the  Barbarians,  in  their  annual  in- 
roads, parted,  and  contemptuoufly  reparted,  before  thefc  ufclcfs  bul- 
warks ; and  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  inRcad  of  repofing  under 
the  fliadow  of  the  general  defence,  were  compelled  to  guard,  with 
inceflant  vigilance,  their  feparate  habitations.  The  folitudc  of  ancient 
cities  was  replcnilhcd  ; the  new  foundations  of  Juftinian  acquired, 
perhaps  too  haftily,  the  epithets  of  impregnable  and  populous  ; and 
the  aufpicious  place  of  his  own  nativity  attracted  the  grateful  reve- 
rence of  the  vaineft  of  princes.  Under  the  name  of  yujliniana  prima, 
the  obfeure  village  of  Taurertum  became  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop 
and  a prefect,  whofe  jurifdidtion  extended  over  feven  warlike  pro- 
vinces of  Illyricum,', ; and  the  corrupt  appellation  of  Giujlcndil  ftill 
indicates,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Sophia,  the  rcfidence  of 
a Turkifh  fanjak"*.  For  the  ufe  of  the  emperor's  countrymen,  a 
cathedral,  a palace,  and  an  aquedudl,  were  fpeedily  conftructed ; the 
public  and  private  edifices  were  adapted  to  the  greatnefs  of  a royal 
city ; and  the  ftrength  of  the  walls  refilled,  during  the  life-time  of 
Juftinian,  the  unlkilful  artaults  of  the  Huns  and  Sclavonians.  Their 
progrefs  was  fometimes  retarded,  and  their  hopes  of  rapine  were 
di/appointed,  by  the  innumerable  caftles,  which  in  the  provinces  of 


*'*  Procopius  affirms  (I.  iv.  c.  6.)  that  the 
Danube  was  flopped  by  the  ruins  of  the 
bridge-  Had  Apollodorus,  the  architect,  left 
a defeription  of  his  own  work,  the  fabulous 
wonders  of  Dion  Caffiu*  (I.  lxviit.  p.  1129.) 
would  have  been  corre&cd  by  the  genuine 
pidure.  Trajan's  bridge  confined  of  twenty 
or  twenty-two  (lone  piles,  with  wooden  arches ; 
the  river  is  fhallow,  the  current  gentle,  and 
the  whole  interval  no  more  than  443  (Reimar 
ad  Dion,  from  Marfigli)  or  515  toifa  (d*An» 
ville  Geographic  Ancienne,  tcm.i.  p.  303.). 
*u  Of  the  two  Dacus,  Midiitrrama  and 

o 


Riptnfii,  P-irdania,  Prxvalitana,  the  fecond 
Mzita,  and  the  fecond  Macedonia.  See 
Juflioian  (Novell,  xi.),  who  fpcaks  of  his 
cattles  beyond  the  Danube,  and  of  hominet 
Temper  bellicis  fudoribus  inharrentes. 

1,4  See  d’Anville  (Mcmoircs  de  I’Acade- 
mic,  ficc.  tom.  xxxi.  p.  289,  *90!),  Rycaut 
(Prcfent  State  of  the  Turkifh  Empire,  p.  97. 
316  ),  Marfigli  (Stato  Militare  del  Impcrio 
Ottomano,  p.  130.).  The  fanjak  of  Giuf- 
tendil  is  one  of  the  twenty  under  the  bcgler- 
beg  of  Rumelia,  and  his  diftrhft  maintains 
48  zaiau  and  588 

2 Dacia, 
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P.  Dacia,  Epirus,  ThefTaly,  Macedonia,  and  Thrace,  appeared  to 
cover  the  whole  face  of  the  country.  Six  hundred  of  thefe  forts  were 
built  or  repaired  by  the  emperor ; but  it  feems  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  the  far  greater  part  confifted  only  of  a ftonc  or  brick  tower,  in 
the  midft  of  a fquare  or  circular  area,  which  was  furroundcd  by  a 
wall  and  ditch,  and  afforded  in  a moment  of  danger  fome  protection 
to  the  peafants  and  cattle  of  the  neighbouring  villages  Yet  thefe 
military  works,  which  exhaufted  the  public  treafure,  could  not  re- 
move the  juft  apprehenfions  of  Juftinian  and  his  European  fubjcdls. 
The  warm  baths  ef  Anchialus  in  Thrace  were  rendered  as  fafe  as 
they  were  falutary  ; but  the  rich  paftures  of  Theffalonica  were  fo- 
raged by  the  Scythian  cavalry  the  delicious  vale  of  Tempe,  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  Danube,  was  continually  alarmed  by  the 
found  of  war 1 '* ; and  no  unfortified  fpot,  however  diftant  or  foli- 
tary,  could  fecurely  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace.  The  ftreights  of 
Thermopylae,  which  feemed  to  protect,  but  which  had  fo  often  be- 
trayed, the  fafety  of  Greece,  were  diligently  ftrengthened  by  the  la- 
bours of  Juftinian.  From  the  edge  of  the  fea-fhore,  through  the 
forefts  and  vallies,  and  as  far  as  the  fummit  of  the  Theffalian 
mountains,  a ftrong  wall  was  continued,  which  occupied  every 
practicable  entrance.  Inftoad  of  an  hafty  crowd  of  peafants,  a garri- 
fon  of  two  thoufand  foldiers  was  ftationed  along  the  rampart ; grana- 
ries of  corn,  and  refervoirs  of  water,  were  provided  for  their  ufe  ; 
and  by  a precaution  that  infpired  the  cowardice  which  it  forefaw, 
convenient  fortreffes  were  erected  for  their  retreat.  The  walls  of 
Corinth,  overthrown  by  an  earthquake,  and  the  mouldering  bul- 


1,1  Thefe  fortifications  may  be  compared  to 
the  cattles  in  Mingrelia  (Chardin,  Voyages 
en  Perfe,  tom.  i.  p.  60.  1 3 1 a natural  pic- 
ture. 

1,6  The  valley  of  Tempe  is  tttoate  along 
the  river  Peocus,  between  the  hiiU-of  Otta 


and  Olympus : it  is  only  fire  milts  long,  and 
in  fome  places  no  more  than  120  feet  ia 
breadth.  Its  verdant  beauties  are  elegantly 
defertbed  by  Pliny  (Hitt.  Natur.  1,  iv.  15.), 
and  more  diffufely  by  ^£lian  (Hitt.  Var.  I.  iii. 
c.  1.). 
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warks  of  Athens  and  Platata,  were  carefully  reftored  ; the  Barbarians 
were  difcouraged  by  the  profpeft  of  fucceflivc  and  painful  fieges ; 
and  the  naked  cities  of  Peloponnefus  were  covered  by  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth.  At  the  extremity  of  Europe, 
another  peninfula,  rhe  Thracian  Cherfonefus,  runs  three  days  jour- 
ney into  the  fea,  to  form,  with  the  adjacent  fliores  of  Afia,  the 
ftreights  of  the  Hellefpont.  The  intervals  between  eleven  popu- 
lous towns  were  filled  by  lofty  woods,  fair  pafturcs,  and  arable 
lands  ; and  the  ifthmus,  of  thirty-feven  ftadia  or  furlongs,  had  been 
fortified  by  a Spartan  general  nine  hundred  years  before  the  reign 
of  Juftinian  “T.  In  an  age  of  freedom  and  valour,  the  flighteft  ram- 
part may  prevent  a furprife  ; and  Procopius  appears  infenfible  of  the 
fuperiority  of  ancient  times,  while  he  prailes  the  folid  conftruCtion  and 
double  parapet  of  a wall,  whole  long  arms  ftretched  on  either  fide 
into  the  fea  ; but  whofe  ftrength  was  deemed  infuftieient  to  guard  the 
Cherfonefus,  if  each  city,  and  particularly  Gallipoli  and  Sefius,  had 
not  been  fecurcd  by  their  peculiar  fortifications.  The  long  wall,  as  it 
was  emphatically  ftyled,  was  a work  as  difgraceful  in  the  obje&,  as 
it  was  refpedtable  in  the  execution.  The  riches  of  a capital  diffufe 
themfelves  over  the  neighbouring  country,  and  the  territory  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  a paradife  of  nature,  was  adorned  with  the  luxurious 
gardens  and  villas-  of  the  fenators  and  opulent  citizens.  But  their 
wealth  ferved  only  to  attraft  the  bold  and  rapacious  Barbarians ; 
the  nobleft  of  the  Romans,  in  the  bofom  of  peaceful  indolence,  were 
led  away  into  Scythian  captivity,  and  their  fovereign  might  view 
from  his  palace  the  hoftile  flames  which  were  infolently  fpread  to 
the  gates  of  the  Imperial  city.  At  the  diftance  only  of  forty  miles, 
Anaftafius  was  conftrained  to  eftablifh  a laft  frontier  ; his  long  wall  of 

• » Xenophon  Hellenic.  1.  ii:.  c.  2.  After  zintine  declaimed,  how  refrefhing  u thetrutb, 
a Jong  and  tediouiconteifil'orrwuh  the  By-  the  funpjicity,  the  elegance  of  an  Attic  watrr!- 
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fixty  miles  from  the  Propontis  to  the  Euxine,  proclaimed  the  impotence 
of  his  arms;  and  as  the  danger  became  more  imminent,  new  fortifi- 
cations were  added  by  the  indefatigable  prudence  of  Juftinian"*. 

Afia  Minor,  after  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Ifaurians remained 
without  enemies  and  without  fortifications.  Thofe  bold  favages, 
who  had  difdained  to  be  the  fubjedls  of  Gallienus,  perfifted  two 
hundred  and  thirty  years  in  a life  of  independence  and  rapine. 
The  mod  fuccefsful  princes  refpeQed  the  ftrength  of  the  moun- 
tains and  the  defpair  of  the  natives  ; their  fierce  fpirit  was 
fometimes  foothed  with  "gifts,  and  fometimes  reftrained  by  terror ; 
and  a military  count,  with  three  legions,  fixed  his  permanent  and 
ignominious  ftation  in  the  heart  of  the  Roman  provinces'".  But  no 
fooner  was  the  vigilance  of  power  relaxed  or  diverted,  than  the  light- 
armed fquadrons  defeended  from  the  hills,  and  invaded  the  peace- 
ful plenty  of  Afia.  Although  the  Ifaurians  were  not  remarkable  for 
ftature  or  bravery,  want  rendered  them  bold,  and  experience  made 
them  fkilful  in  the  exercife  of  predatory  war.  They  advanced  with 
fecrccy  and  fpeed  to  the  attack  of  villages  and  defencelefs  towns ; 
•their  flying  parties  have  fometimes  touched  the  Hellcfpont,  the 
Euxine,  and  the  gates  of  Tarfus,  Antioch,  or  Damafcus  ; and  the 
fpoil  was  lodged  in  their  inacceffible  mountains,  before  the  Roman 
troops  had  received  their  orders,  or  the  diflant  province  had  com- 
puted its  lofs.  The  guilt  of  rebellion  and  robbery  excluded  them 
from  the  rights  of  national  enemies ; and  the  magiftrates  were  in- 


1,1  See  the  long  will  in  Evagrius  (1.  iv. 
e.  38.).  This  whole  article  is  drawn  from 
the  fourth  book  of  the  Edifices,  except  An- 
cfaialus  (1.  iii.  C.  7*). 

Turn  backtovol.  i.  p.  340,341.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  hrftory,  I have  fometimes  men- 
tioned, and  much  oftener  flighted,  the  hady 
inroads  of  the  Ifaurians,  which  were  not  at- 
tended with  any  conferences. 


*10  TrebelliusPoIlioin  Hid.  Auguft.p.  107. 
who  lived  under  Diocletian,  or  Con  flan tine. 
See  likewife  Pancirolus  ad  Notit.  Imp.  Orient, 
c.  115.  141 . See  Cod.  Theodcf.  1.  ix.  tit.  3^. 
leg.  37.  with  a copious  colle£live  Annotation 
of  Godefroy,  tom.  iii.  p.  256,  257. 

**'  See  the  full  and  wide  extent  of  their 
inroads  in  Philoftorgios  (Hid.  Ecclef.  1.  xi. 
c.  8.),  with  Godcfroy's  learned  Diflcrtatiom. 
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ftru&ed,  by  an  cdi£t,  that  the  trial  or  punifhment  of  an  Ifaurian, 
even  on  the  feftival  of  Eafter,  was  a meritorious  a£i  of  juftice  and 
piety  If  the  captives  were  condemned  to  domeftic  flavery,  they 
maintained,  with  their  fword  or  dagger,  the  private  quarrel  of  their 
mailers;  and  it  was  found  expedient  for  the  public  tranquillity,  to  pro- 
hibit the  fervice  of  fuch  dangerous  retainers.  When  their  countrymen 
Tarcaliflxus  or  Zeno  afeended  the  throne,  he  invited  a faithful  and 
formidable  band  of  Ifaurians,  who  infulted  the  court  and  city,  and 
were  rewarded  by  an  annual  tribute  of  five  thoufand  pounds  of  gold. 
But  the  hopes  of  fortune  depopulated  the  mountains,  luxury  ener- 
vated the  hardinefs  of  their  minds  and  bodies,  and  in  proportion  as 
they  mixed  with  mankind,  they  became  lefs  qualified  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  poor  and  folitary  freedom.  After  the  death  of  Zeno,  his. 
fucceflor  Anailafius  fupprefied  their  pcnfions,  expofed  their  perfons 
to  the  revenge  of  the  people,  banifhed  them  from  Conilantinople, 
and  prepared  to  fudain  a war,  which  left  only  the  alternative  of 
vi&ory  or  fervitude.  A brother  of  the  laft  emperor  ufurped  the 
title  of  Auguftus,  his  caufe  was  powerfully  fupported  by  the  arms, 
the  treafurcs,  and  the  magazines,  colle&ed  by  Zeno ; and  the  native 
Ifaurians  mull  have  formed  the  fmalleil  portion  of  the  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  Barbarians  under  his  ftandard,  which  was  fan&ified,. 
for  the  firfl  time,  by  the  prcfcnce  of  a fighting  bifhop.  Their  dis- 
orderly numbers  were  vanquilhed  in  the  plains  of  Phrygia  by  the 
valour  and  difeipline  of  the  Goths ; but  a war  of  fix  years  almofi: 
exhaufted  the  courage  of  the  emperor"*.  The  Ifaurians  retired  to 
their  mountains  ; their  fortrelles  were  fucccflivcly  befieged  and  ruin- 


A.D. 

492-493. 


***  Cod.  Juftinian.  I.  ix.  tit.  12.  leg.  10. 
The  punUhmcnts  are  fevere— a fine  of  an 
hundred  pounds  of  gold,  degradation,  and 
eucn  death.  The  public  peace  might  afford 
a pretence,  but  Zeno  was  defuoui  of  mono- 
polizing the  valour  and  fervicc  of  the  1 human*. 

3 


***  The  Ifaurian  war  and  the  triumph  of 
Anaftaftus  are  briefly  and  darkly  reprefented 
by  John  Malala  (tom.  ii.  p.  106,  107.),  Kva- 
grius  (1.  Hi.  c.  35.),  Theophsnes  (p.  118  — 
120.),  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marccllmus. 
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C xlA  P c<^  > t^le"ir  communication  with  the  fea  was  intercepted  ; the  braveft 
v_ — i of  their  leaders  died  in  arms ; the  furviving  chiefs,  before  their  exe- 

cution, were  dragged  in  chains  through  the  hippodrome ; a colony 
of  their  youth  was  tranfplanted  into  Thrace,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
people  fubmitted  to  the  Roman  government.  Yet  fome  generations 
clapfcd  before  their  minds  were  reduced  to  the  level  of  flavery. 
The  populous  villages  of  Mount  Taurus  were  filled  with  horfemen 
and  archers ; they  refilled  the  impofition  of  tributes,  but  they  re- 
cruited the  armies  of  Juftinian  ; and  his  civil  magiftrates,  the  pro- 
conful  of  Cappadocia,  the  count  of  Ifauria,  and  the  prretors  of 
Lycaonia  and  Pifidia,  were  inverted  with  military  power  to  reftrain 
the  licentious  pradice  of  rapes  and  alFaffinations'**. 

Fortification!  If  we  extend  our  view  from  the  tropic  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tanais, 
pfrejfro'mthc  we  may  obferve  on  one  hand,  the  precautions  of  Juftinian  to  curb 
I’erfian 'fron-  l^e  favages  of  ./Ethiopia  and  on  the  other,  the  long  walls  which 
,ier*  he  conftruded  in  Crimaea  for  the  protedion  of  his  friendly  Goths, 

a colony  of  three  thoufand  fhepherds  and  warriors’1*.  From  that 
peninfula  to  Trebizond,  the  eaftern  curve  of  the  Euxine  was  fccured 
by  forts,  by  alliance,  or  by  religion : and  the  pofleflion  of  Lazica, 
the  Colchos  of  ancient,  the  Mingrelia  of  modern,  geography,  loon 


**+  Forte*  ca  regio  (fay*  Juftinian)  viro* 
habet,  nec  in  ullo  differt  ab  ifauria,  though 
Procopius  (Perfic.  L i.  c.  18.)  marks  an  cf- 
fential  difference  between  their  military  cha- 
racter ; yet  in  former  times  the  Lycaonian* 
and  Piffdians  had  defended  their  liberty 
a gain  ft  the  great  king  (Xenophon.  Anabaffs, 
1.  iii.  c.  a.).  Juftinian  introduces  fome  falfe 
and  ridiculous  erudition  of  the  ancient  empire 
of  the  Pifidians,  and  of  Lycaon,  who,  after 
viffting  Rome  (long  before  A£neas),  gave  a 
name  and  people  to  Lycaonia  (Novell.  24, 

*5-  *7-  jo-)- 

Sec  Procopius,  Perfic.  l.i.  c.  19.  The 
altar  of  national  concord,  of  annual  facrifice 


and  oaths,  which  Diocletian  had  erefled  in 
the  ille  of  Elephantine,  was  demolifhed  by 
Juftinian  with  lefs  policy  than  zeal. 

1,4  Procopius  de  Edificiis,  1.  iii.  c.  7.  Hift. 
1.  viii.  c.  3, 4.  Thefe  unambitious  Goths  had 
refufed  to  follow  the  ftandard  of  Theodoric* 
As  late  as  the  xvth  and  xvith  century,  the 
name  and  nation  might  be  difeovered  be- 
tween Caff a and  the  ftreights  of  Azoph 
(d’Anville  Memoires  de  PAcademie,  tom. 
xxx.  p.  240.).  They  well  deferved  the  cu- 
riofity  of  Bufbequius  (p.  321—326.);  but 
feem  to  have  vaniihed  in  the  more  recent  ac- 
count of  the  Millions  du  Levant  (tom.  i.), 
.Tott,  Peyffonel,  dec. 

became 
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became  the  objeS  of  an  important  war.  Trebizond,  in  after-times  c 
the  feat  of  a romantic  empire,  was  indebted  to  the  liberality  of  v 
Juftinian  for  a church,  an  aqucdudl,  and  a caftle,  whofe  ditches  are 
hewn  in  the  folid  rock.  From  that  maritime  city,  a frontier-line  of 
five  hundred  miles  may  be  drawn  to  the  fortrefs  of  Circefium,  the 
laft  Roman  ftation  oa  the  Euphrates'1’.  Above  Trebizond  imme- 
diately, and  five  days  journey  to  the  fouth,  the  country  rifes  into 
dark  forells  and  craggy  mountains,  as  favage  though  not  fo  lofty 
as  the  Alps  and  the  Pyrenees.  In  this  rigorous  climate  where 
the  fnows  feldom  melt,  the  fruits  are  tardy  and  taftelcfs,  even  honey 
is  poifonous  ; the  mod  indudrious  tillage  would  be  confined  to  fome 
pleafant  vallies  ; and  the  padoral  tribes  obtained  a fcanty  fudenance 
from  the  flelh  and  milk  of  their  cattle.  The  Cbalybians '**  derived 
their  name  and  temper  from  the  iron  quality  of  the  foil ; and,  fincc 
the  days  of  Cyrus,  they  might  produce,  under  the  various  appella- 
tions of  Chaldarans  and  Zanians,  an  uninterrupted  prefeription  of 
war  and  rapine.  Under  the  reign  of  Judinian,  they  acknowledged 
the  God  and  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  and  feven  fortrefles  were 
built  in  the  mod  acceflible  pafles,  to  exclude  the  ambition  of  the 


117  For  the  geography  and  archift&urc  of 
this  Armenian  border,  fee  the  Perfian  Wars 
and  Edifices  (1.  ii.  c.  4 — 7.  I.  m.  c.  2 — 7.)  of 
Procopius. 

“*  The  country  is  deferibed  by  Tournefort 
(Voyage  au  Levant,  tom.iii.  lettre  xvii.  xviiu). 
That  fk.il  fu  I hotanifl  foon  difcovered  the  plant 
that  infefls  the  honey  (Piin.  xxi.  44,  45.) : 
he  obferves,  that  the  foldicrs  of  Lucullus 
might  indeed  be  aHonilhcd  at  the  cold,  fincc, 
even  in  the  plain  of  Erzeram,  fnew  fometimes 
falls  in  Jane,  and  the  hart  ell  is  feldom  finifli- 
cd  before  September.  The  hills  of  Armenia 
are  below  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude  ; but 
in  the  mountainous  country  which  I inhabit, 
it  is  well  known  that  an  afeent  of  fome  hours 

Vol.  IV.  p 


carries  the  traveller  from  the  climate  of  Lan- 
guedoc to  that  of  Norway:  and  a general 
theory  has  been  introduced,  that,  under  the 
line,  an  elevation  of  2400  fiftt  is  equivalent 
to  the  cold  of  the  polar  circle  (Rcmond,  Ob- 
fervations  fur  les  Voyage  de  Coxe  dans  la 
SuilTe,  tom.  ii.  p.  104.). 

**•  The  identity  or  proximity  of  the  Chaly- 
bians,  or  Chaldxans,  may  be  inveftigaied  in 
Strabo  (I.  xii.  p.  825,  826.),  Ccllarius  (Geo- 
graph.  Antiq.tom.  ii.  p.  202 — 204.), and  Fre- 
rct  (Mem.  de  TAcadcmie,  tom.  iv.  p.  594.)* 
Xenophon  fuppofes,  in  his  romance  (Cyropxd. 
1.  iii.),  the  fame  Barbarians  againlt  whom  he 
had  fought  in  his  retreat  (Anabafis,  1.  iv.). 

Perfian 
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'•  Perfian  monarch”0.  The  principal  fource  of  the  Euphrates  dc- 
< feends  from  the  Chalybian  mountains,  and  feems  to  flow  towards 
the  weft  and  the  Euxine ; bending  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  river  paffes 
under  the  walls  of  Satala  and  Melitenc  (which  were  reftored  by 
Juftinian  as  the  bulwarks  of  the  lefler  Armenia),  and  gradually  ap- 
proaches the  Mediterranean  fea;  till  at  length,  repelled  by  Mount 
Taurus the  Euphrates  inclines  his  long  and  flexible  courfe  to  the 
fouth-eaft  and  the  gulf  of  Perfia.  Among  the  Roman  cities  beyond 
the  Euphrates,  we  diftinguifli  two  recent  foundations,  which  were 
named  from  Theodofius,  and  the  relics  of  the  martyrs;  and  two 
capitals,  Amida  and  EdefTa,  which  are  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of 
every  age.  Their  ftrength  was  proportioned  by  Juftinian  to  the  dan- 
ger of  their  fltuation.  A ditch  and  palifade  might  be  fufftcient  to 
rcftft  the  artlefs  force  of  the  cavalry  of  Scythia ; but  more  elaborate 
works  were  required  to  fuftain  a regular  fiege  againft  the  arms  and 
treafures  of  the  great  king.  His  (kilful  engineers  underftood  the 
methods  of  conducing  deep  mines,  and  of  raifing  platforms  to  the 
level  of  the  rampart : he  (hook  the  ftrongeft  battlements  with  his 
military  engines,  and  fometimes  advanced  to  the  aflault  with  a line 
of  moveable  turrets  on  the  backs  of  elephants.  In  the  great  cities 
of  the  Eaft,  the  difadvantage  of  Ipace,  perhaps  of  pofition,  was  com- 
penfated  by  the  zeal  of  the  people,  who  feconded  the  garrifon  in 
the  defence  of  their  country  and  religion ; and  the  fabulous  promife  of 
the  Son  of  God,  that  Edefia  fhould  never  be  taken,  filled  the  citizens 
with  valiant  confidence,  and  chilled  the  befiegers  with  doubt  and 
dil'may”*.  The  fubordinatc  towns  of  Armenia  and  Mefopotamia 

were 


**°  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  15.  De  EdL- 
fic.  1.  Hi.  c.  6. 

1,1  Ni  Taurus  obrtet  in  nofira  maria  ven- 
turus  (Pomponius  Mela,  in.  8.).  Pliny,  a poet 
as  well  as  a r.aturaJill  (v.  20.),  perfonifics 


ihe  river  and  mountain,  and  deferibes  iheir 
combat.  See  the  courfe  of  the  Tigris  and 
Euphrates,  in  the  excellent  treatife  of  d’An- 
ville. 

m Procopius  (Pcrfic.  1.  ii.  c.  12.)  tells  the 

dory 
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were  diligently  drengthened,  and  the  polls  which  appeared  to  have 
any  command  of  ground  or  water,  were  occupied  by  numerous  forts, 
fubftantially  built  of  Rone,  or  more  haftily  ere&ed  with  the  obvious 
materials  of  earth  and  brick.  The  eye  of  Juftinian  inveftigated 
every  fpot;  and  his  cruel  precautions  might  attract  the  war  into  fome 
lonely  vale,  whofe  peaceful  natives,  connected  by  trade  and  mar- 
riage, were  ignorant  of  national  difeord  and  the  quarrels  of  princes. 
Weftward  of  the  Euphrates,  a Tandy  defert  extends  above  fix  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  Red  Sea.  Nature  had  interpofed  a vacant  folitude 
between  the  ambition  of  two  rival  empires : the  Arabians,  till  Ma- 
homet arofe,  were  formidable  only  as  robbers ; and  in  the  proud 
fecurity  of  peace,  the  fortifications  of  Syria  were  neglected  on  the 
mod  vulnerable  fide. 

But  the  national  enmity,  at  lead  the  effects  of  that  enmity,  had 
been  fufpended  by  a truce,  which  continued  above  fourfeore  years. 
An  4mbaffador  from  the  emperor  Zeno,  accompanied  the  ra(h  and 
unfortunate  Pcrozes,  in  his  expedition  againd  the  Nepthalites  or 
white  Huns,  whofe  conqueds  had  been  dretchcd  from  the  Cafpian 
to  the  heart  of  India,  whofe  throne  was  enriched  with  emeralds 
and  whofe  cavalry  was  fupported  by  a line  of  two  thoufand  ele- 
phants”*. The  Perfians  were  twice  circumvented,  in  a fituation 

which 


flory  with  the  tone  half  fceptical,  half  fuper- 
ftitious,  of  Herodotus.  The  promife  was  not 
in  the  primitive  lye  of  Eufcbius,  but  dates  at 
lcaft  from  the  year  400  ; and  a third  lye,  the 
Vtrtnica*  was  foon  raifed  on  the  two  former 
(Bvagrius,  1.  iv.  c.  fy.).  As  Edefla  bat  been 
taken,  TUiemont  mujt  difdaim  the  promife 
(Mem.  Ecclef.  om.i.  p.  362.  383.  617.). 

1,1  They  were  parchafed  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Adulis  who  traded  to  India  (Cof- 
mas.  Topograph.  Chrilt.  1.  xi.  p.  339.)  ; yet, 
in  the  eftimateof  previous  ilones,  the  Scythian 
emerald  was  the  firrt,  the  Baftrian  the  fecond. 


the  ./Ethiopian  only  the  third  (Hill**  Theo- 
phraftas,  p.  61,  Sec.  9 *.)•  The  production, 
mines.  Sc  c.  of  emeralds,  are  involved  in  dark- 
nefs ; and  it  is  doubtful  whether  we  poflefj 
any  of  the  twelve  forts  known  to  the  ancients 
(Goguet,  Origine  drs  Loix,  Sc c.  part  ii.  1.  ii. 
c.  2.  art.  3.).  In  this  war  the  Huns  got,  or 
at  Ieall  Pcrozes  loll,  the  fineft  pearl  in  the 
worlu,  of  which  Procopius  relates  a ridicu- 
lous fable. 

154  The  Indo-Scythx  continued  to  reign 
from  the  time  of  Auguftus  (Dionyf.  Perieger. 
1088.  with  the  Commentary  of  Euftathius, 

in 
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C H p.  which  made  valour  ufelefs  and  flight  impoflible ; and  the  double 
victory  of  the  Huns  was  atchieved  by  military  ftratagem.  They 
diiiniflc-d  their  royal  captive  after  he  had  fubmitted  to  adore  the 
majelly  of  a Barbarian  ; and  the  humiliation  was  poorly  evaded  by 
the  cafuiftical  fubtility  of  the  Magi,  who  inftru&ed  Perozes  to  diredt 
his  intention  to  the  rifling  fun.  The  indignant  fucceflbr  of  Cyrus 
forgot  his  danger  and  his  gratitude ; he  renewed  the  attack  with 
headllrong  fury,  and  loft  both  his  army  and  his  life  The  death 
of  Perozes  abandoned  Perfia  to  her  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies ; 
and  twelve  years  of  confufion  elapfed  before  his  fon  Cabades  or 
Kobad  could  embrace  any  defigns  of  ambition  or  revenge.  The  un- 
kind parfimony  of  Anaftafius  was  the  motive  or  pretence  of  a Ro- 
man war"6;  the  Huns  and  Arabs  marched  under  the  Perflan  ftan- 
dard,  and  the  fortifications  of  Armenia  and  Mefopotamia  were,  at 
that  time,  in  a ruinous  or  imperfect  condition.  The  emperor  re- 
turned his  thanks  to  the  governor  and  people  of  Martyropolie,  for 
the  prompt  furrender  of  a city  which  could  not  be  fuccel'sfully  de- 
fended, and  the  conflagration  of  Theodofiopolis  might  juftify  the 
conduct  of  their  prudent  neighbours.  Amida  fuftained  a long  and 
deftrudlive  fiege : at  the  end  of  three  months,  the  lofs  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  of  the  foldiers  of  Cabades  was  not  balanced  by  any  profpeft 
of  fuccefs,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  the  Magi  deduced  a flattering 
predi&ion  from  the  indecency  of  the  women  on  the  ramparts. 


The  Pcrfian 
war. 

A.  D. 
jci— 505. 


in  Hudfon,  Geograph.  Minor,  tom.  if.)  to 
that  of  the  eider  Juitin  (Cofmai,  Topograph, 
thrill.  1.  xi.  p.  338,  339.).  On  their  origin 
and  conqutlh,  fee  d’Aoville  (for  l’Jnde,  p.  18. 
45, &c.  69.  S3.  89  ).  In  the  fetond  century 
they  were  mailers  of  Laricc  or  Guzerat. 

115  See  the  fate  of  Phirouz  or  Perozes,  and 
its  confequences,  in  Procopius  (1’erfic.  I.i.  c.  3 
—6.),  who  may  be  compared  with  the  frag- 
ment* of  Oriental  hiilory  (d’Herbelot,  Bi. 
bliot.  Orient,  p.  351.  and  Tcxcira,  Hiilory 
IO 


of  Periia,  tranflated  or  abridged  by  Stesens, 
1.  i.  c.  32.  p.  132  — 138  ).  The  chronology 
is  ably  afeertained  by  Affeman  (Bibliot.  Ori- 
ent. tom.  iii.  p.  396—427.). 

115  The  Perfian  war,  under  the  reigns  of 
Anailalius  and  Juflin,  may  be  collected  from 
Procopius  (Perftc.  1.  i.  c.  7,  8,  9.),  Theo- 
phanes  (in Chronograph,  p.  124— 1 27.),  Eva. 
grius  (1.  iii.  c.  37.),  Marcellinus  (in  Chron. 
p.  47.),  and  Jofue  Stylites  (apud  Afleman. 
tom.  i.  p.  272—281.). 

who 
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who  had  revealed  their  moil  fecret  charms  to  the  eyes  of  the  CHAP, 
aflailants.  At  length,  in  a filent  night,  they  afcended  the  moil  ac-  ■ .f 
ceflihle  tower,  which  was  guarded  only  by  fome  monks,  opprcfled, 
after  the  duties  of  a feftival,  with  lleep  and  wine.  Scaling-ladders 
were  applied  at  the  dawn  of  day ; the  prefence  of  Cahades,  his  Hern 
command,  and  his  drawn  fword,  compelled  the  Pcrfians  to  van- 
quilh ; and  before  it  was  fheathed,  fourfcore  thoufand  of  the  inha- 
bitants had  expiated  the  blood  of  their  companions.  After  the  ficge 
of  Amida,  the  war  continued  three  years,  and  the  unhappy  frontier 
tailed  the  full  meafure  of  its  calamities.  The  gold  of  Anaftafius  was 
offered  too  late,  the  number  of  his  troops  was  defeated  by  the  num- 
ber of  their  generals  ; the  country  was  flopped  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  both  the  living  and  the  dead  were  abandoned  to  the  wild  beads 
of  the  defert.  The  refillance  of  EdelTa,  and  the  deficiency  of  fpoi!, 
inclined  the  mind  of  Cabade3  to  peace : he  fold  his  conquefls  for  an 
exorbitant  price ; and  the  fame  line,  though  marked  with  daughter 
and  devaflation,  flill  feparated  the  two  empires.  To  avert  the  re- 
petition of  the  fame  evils,  Anaftafius  refolved  to  found  a new  colony, 
fo  Urong,  that  it  fhould  defy  the  power  of  the  Perfian,  fo  far  ad- 
vanced towards  Affyria,  that  its  flationary  troops  might  defend  the 
province  by  the  menace  or  operation  of  offenfive  war.  For  this  Fortification* 

* - J ^ _ Of  Dllla 

purpofe,  the  town  of  Dara fourteen  miles  from  Nifibis,  and  four 
days  journey  from  the  Tigris,  was  peopled  and  adorned  ; the  hafty 
works  of  Anaftafius  were  improved  by  the  perfeverancc  of  Juftinian  ; 
and  without  infilling  on  places  lefs  important,  the  fortifications  of 
Dara  may  reprefent  the  military  architecture  of  the  age.  The  city 
was  furrounded  with  two  walls,  and  the  interval  between  them, 

The  defeription  of  Dara  it  amply  and  ville  (PEophrate  et  le  Tigre,  p.  53,  34,  5;.), 
correflly  given  by  Procopius  (Perfic.  I.  i.  though  he  feems  to  double  the  interval  bc- 
<■  10.  I.  ii.  c 13.  De  Edific.  1.  ii.  e.  t,  a,  tween  Dir  a and  Nifibis. 

3.  1.  iii.  c.  5.).  See  the  fituaiion  in  d’An* 

of 
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c H P.  0f  fifty  paces,  afforded  a retreat  to  the  cattle  of  the  befieged.  The 

> — < inner  wall  was  a monument  of  flrcngth  and  beauty  : it  meafured 

fixty  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  height  of  the  towers  was  one 
hundred  feet ; the  loop-holes,  from  whence  an  enemy  might  be 
annoyed  with  miflile  weapons,  were  fmal),  but  numerous ; the  fol- 
diers  were  planted  along  the  rampart,  under  the  fheltcr  of  double 
galleries,  and  a third  platform,  fpacious  and  fecure,  was  raifed  on 
the  fummit  of  the  towers.  The  exterior  wall  appears  to  have  been 
lefs  lofty,  but  more  folid  ; and  each  tower  was  protected  by  a qua- 
drangular bulwark.  A hard  rocky  foil  refilled  the  tools  of  the  miners, 
and  on  the  fouth-eaft,  where  the  ground  was  more  tradable,  their 
approach  was  retarded  by  a new  work,  which  advanced  in  the  fhape 
of  an  half-moon.  The  double  and  treble  ditches  were  filled  with  a 
dream  of  water;  and  in  the  management  of  the  river,  the  molt 
fkilful  labour  was  employed  to  fupply  the  inhabitants,  to  dillrefs  the 
befiegers,  and  to  prevent  the  mifehiefs  of  a natural  or  artificial  in- 
undation. Dara  continued  more  than  fixty  years  to  fulfil  the 
wifhes  of  its  founders,  and  to  provoke  the  jealoufy  of  the  Perfians, 
who  inceffantly  complained,  that  this  impregnable  fortrefs  had  been 
conltruded  in  manifeft  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
two  empires. 

The  Cafpian  Between  the  Euxine  and  the  Cafpian,  the  countries  of  Colchos, 
jM:cjCriln  Iberia,  and  Albania,  are  interfeded  in  every  diredion  by  the  branches 
of  Mount  Caucafus  ; and  the  two  principal  gates , or  pafles,  from 
north  to  fouth,  have  been  frequently  confounded  in  the  geography 
both  of  the  ancients  and  moderns.  The  name  of  Cafpian  or  Alba- 
nian gates,  is  properly  applied  to  Derbend ,5*,  which  occupies  a fhort 

■”  For  the  city  and  par,  of  Derbend,  fee  p.  1039 — 1041.),  and  Corneille  le  Bruyn 
d’Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  157.  191.  (Voyage,,  tom.  L p.  146,  147.):  hi,  »iew 
S07.),  Petis  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  may  be  compared  with  the  plan  of  Olcaritu, 
1.  ir.  c*  9.),  Hi  ft  oi  re  Genealcgique  de,  Tatar,  who  judges  the  wall  to  be  of  ibell,  and  gra- 
(tom.  i.  p.  »a0.),  Okaritu  (Voyage  en  Perfe,  vel  hardened  by  time. 

, declivity 
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declivity  between  the  mountains  and  the  fea  : the  city,  if  we  give 
credit  to  local  tradition,  had  been  founded  by  the  Greeks ; and  this 
dangerous  entrance  was  fortified  by  the  kings  of  Perfia,  with  a mole, 
double  walls,  and  doors  of  iron.  The  Iberian  gates'”  are  formed 
by  a narrow  paflage  of  fix  miles  in  Mount  Caucafus,  which  opens 
from  the  northern  fide  of  Iberia  or  Georgia,  into  the  plain  that 
reaches  to  the  Tanais  and  the  Volga.  A fortrefs,  defigned  by  Alex- 
ander perhaps,  or  one  of  his  fucceflors,  to  command  that  important 
pafs,  had  defeended  by  right  of  conqucft  or  inheritance  to  a prince 
of  the  Huns,  who  offered  it  for  a moderate  price  to  the  emperor : 
but  while  Anaftafius  paufed,  while  he  timoroufly  computed  the  coll 
and  the  diftance,  a more  vigilant  rival  interpofed,  and  Cabades  forci- 
bly occupied  the  flreights  of  Caucafus.  The  Albanian  and  Iberian 
gates  excluded  the  horfemen  of  Scythia  from  the  fhorteft  and  moll 
practicable  roads,  and  the  whole  front  of  the  mountains  was  co- 
vered by  the  rampart  of  Gog  and  Magog,  the  long  wall  which  has 
excited  the  curiofity  of  an  Arabian  caliph  '**  and  a Ruffian  con- 
queror According,  to  a recent  defeription,  huge  Hones  feven 
feet  thick,  twenty-one  feet  in  length  or  height,  are  artificially  joined 
without  iron  or  cement,  to  compofe  a wall,  which  runs  above  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  Ihores  of  Derbend,  over  the  hills,  and 
through  the  vallies  of  Daghellan  and  Georgia.  Without  a vifion, 
fuch  a work  might  be  undertaken  by  the  policy  of  Cabades  ; with- 

Procopius,  though  with  fome  confufion,  —270.  Memoires  de  1’ Academic,  tom.  xxxi. 
always  denominates  them  Cafpian  (PerGc.  1. i.  p.  210— 219.). 

c.  io.)*  The  pafs  is  now  ftyled  Tatar-topi,  See  a learned  diflertation  of  Baier,  dt 

the  Tartar- gates  (d’Anville,  Geographic  An-  muro  Cauca/to , in  Comment.  Acad.  Pctropol. 
cienne,  tom.  ii.  p.  119.  120.).  ann.  1726.  tom.  i.  p.  42; — 463.;  but  it  is 

140  The  imaginary  rampart  of  Gog  and  deftitute  of  a map  or  plan.  When  the  czar 
Magog,  which  was  ferioofly  explored  and  Peter  I.  became  matter  of  Derbend  in  the 
believed  by  a caliph  of  the  ixl*  century,  year  1722,  the  meafure  of  the  wall  was  found 
appears  to  be  derived  from  the  gates  of  to  be  3285  Ruffian  orgy?:*,  or  fathom,  each 
Mount  Caucafus  and  a vague  report  of  the  of  feven  feet  Englifh ; in  the  whole,  fomc- 
wall  of  China  (Geograph.  Nubienfis,  p.  267  what  more  than  four  miles  in  length. 

I out 
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c H A P.  out  a miracle,  it  might  be  accomplifhed  by  his  fon,  fo  formidable 

A Li  # 

< to  the  Romans  under  the  name  of  Chofroes ; lb  dear  to  the  Orien- 
tals, under  the  appellation  of  Nulhirwan.  The  Perfian  monarch 
held  in  his  hand  the  keys  both  of  peace  and  war ; but  he  ftipulated, 
in  every  treaty,  that  Juftinfan  fhould  contribute  to  the  expence  of  • 
a common  barrier,  which  equally  protected  the  two  empires  from  ' 
the  inroads  of  the  Scythians'4*. 

VII.  Juftinian  fupprefled  the  fchools  of  Athens  and  the  conful- 
fhip  of  Rome,  which  had  given  fo  many  fages  and  heroes  to  man- 
kind. Both  thefe  inllitutions  had  long  fince  degenerated  from 
their  primitive  glory  ; yet  forne  reproach  may  be  juftly  inflicted  on 
the  avarice  and  jealouly  of  a prince,  by  whofe  hand  fucli  venerable 
ruins  were  deftroyed. 

The  fchooii  Athens,  after  her  Perfian  triumphs,  adopted  the  philofophy  of 
ci  Alhtn*'  Ionia  and  the  rhetoric  of  Sicily ; and  thefe  lludies  became  the  pa- 
trimony of  a city,  whofe  inhabitants,  about  thirty  thoufand  males, 
coudenfed,  within  the  period  of  a fingle  life,  the.  genius  of  ages 
and  millions.  Our  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  is  exalted 
by  the  fimple  recollc£tion,  that  Ifocrates  '4I  was  the  companion  of 
Plato  and  Xenophon ; that  he  aflifted,  perhaps  with  the  hiflorian 
Thucydides,  at  the  firft  reprefentations  of  the  Oedipus  of  Sophocles 
and  the  Iphigenia  of  Euripides  ; and  his  pupils  iEfchines  and 
Demofthencs  contended  for  the  crown  of  patriotifin  in  the  prcfcnce 
of  Ariftotle,  the  mailer  of  Theophraftus,  who  taught  at  Athens  with 
the  founders  of  the  Stoic  and  Epicurean  fcQs  ,4\  The  ingenuous 

youth 

'**  See  the  fortification!  and  treaties  of  anonymuj),  in  Vit.  X.  Oratoeum,  p.  1538 
Chofroes  or  Nulhirwan,  in  Procopius  (Perlic.  —1543.  edit.  H.  Siepb.  Phot.  cod.  cclix. 

1.  i.  c.  16.  31. ).  ii.)  and  d’Hcrbelot  (p.  682.}.  p.  14.53. 

The  life  of  Ifocrates  extendi  from  ■«  The  fchools  of  Athens  are  copioufly 
Olymp.  Ixxxvi.  1.  to  cx.  3.  (ante  Chrift.  436  chough  concifely  reprefented  in  the  Fortuna 

—338.).  See  Dionyf.  lialkarn.  tom.  ii.  Attica  of  Meurfius  (c.  viii.  p.  55 73.  in 

p.  149—130.  edit.  Hudfon.  Plutarch  (five  tom.  i.  Opp.).  For  the  flatc  and  arts  of  the 

city. 
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youth  of  Attica  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  their  domeftic  education,  c P. 
which  was  communicated  without  envy  to  the  rival  cities.  Two  > — . 
thoufand  difciples  heard  the  lefions  of  Theophraftus'"  ; the  fchocls 
of  rhetoric  mud  have  been  dill  more  populous  than  thofe  of  philo- 
fophy  ; and  a rapid  fucceflion  of  dudents  diffufed  tltc  fame  of  their 
teachers,  as  far  as  the  utmod  limits  of  the  Grecian  language  and 
name.  Thofe  limits  were  enlarged  by  the  vidories  of  Alexander ; 
the  arts  of  Athens  furvived  her  freedom  and  dominion;  and  the 
Greek  colonies  which  the  Macedonians  planted  in  Egypt,  and  Raf- 
tered over  Afia,  undertook  long  and  frequent  pilgrimages  to  wor- 
fhip  the  Mufes  in  their  favourite  temple  on  the  banks  of  the  Iliflus. 

The  Latin  conquerors  rcfpedfully  lidened  to  the  indrudions  of 
their  fubjeds  and  captives ; the  names  of  Cicero  and  Horace  were 
enrolled  in  the  fchools  of  Athens  ; and  after  the  perfect  fettlemcnt 
of  the  Roman  empire,  the  natives  of  Italy,  of  Africa,  and  of  Bri- 
tain, converted  in  the  groves  of  the  academy  with  their  fellow- 
dudents  of  the  Ead.  The  dudies  of  philofophy  and  eloquence  arc 
congenial  to  a popular  date,  which  encourages  the  freedom  of  en- 
quiry, and  fubmits  only  to  the  force  of  perfuafion.  In  the  republics 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  the  art  of  fpeaking  was  the  powerful  engine 
of  patriotifm  or  ambition  ; and  the  fchools  of  rhetoric  poured  forth 
a colony  of  datefmen  and  legiflators.  When  the  liberty  of  public 
debate  was  fupprefied,  the  orator,  in  the  honourable  profeflion  of  ■ 
an  advocate,  might  plead  the  caufe  of  innocence  and  judice ; he 
might  abufe  his  talents  in  the  more  profitable  trade  of  panegyric  ; 
and  the  fame  precepts  continued  to  didatc  the  fanciful  declamations 
of  the  fophid,  and  the  chader  beauties  of  hidorical  compofnion. 

The  fydems  which  profefled  to  unfold  the  nature  of  God,  of  man, 

city, Tee  thefirft  bcokof  Paufanias,  and  a fmall  Olymp.  cxvii.  (Dodwell's  Diflertat.  feA.  4.) 
tra£l  of  Dicaearchus  (in  the  fecond  volume  of  145  Diogen.  Laert.  deVit.  Philofoph.  l.v. 

HuJfon’s  Geographers),  who  wrote  about  f<rgm.  37.  p.  289. 

Von.  IV.  and 
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C H A P.  and  of  the  univerfe,  entertained  the  curiofity  of  the  philofophic  du- 
i_— dent;  and  according  to  the  temper  of  his  mind,  he  might  doubt  with 
the  fccptics,  or  decide  with  the  ftoics,  fublimcly  fpcculatc  with  Plato, 
or  lcverely  argue  with  Aridotlc.  The  pride  of  the  adverfe  feels 
had  fixed  an  unattainable  term  of  moral  happinefs  and  perfection: 
but  the  race  was  glorious  and  falutary ; the  difciples  of  Zeno,  and 
even  thofe  of  Epicurus,  were  taught  both  to  ad  and  to  fuffer ; and 
the  death  of  Petronius  was  not  lefs  effectual  than  that  of  Seneca,  to 
humble  a tyrant  by  the  difeovery  of  his  impotence.  The  light  of 
fdcnce  could  not  indeed  be  confined  within  the  walls  of  Athens. 
Her  incomparable  writers  addrefs  themfelvcs  to  the  human  race  ; 
the  living  mailers  emigrated  to  Italy  and  Alia ; Berytus,  in  later 
times,  was  devoted  to  the  Itudy  of  the  law  ; adronomy  and  phyfic 
were  cultivated  in  the  mufteum  of  Alexandria  ; but  the  Attic  fchools 
of  rhetoric  and  philofophy  maintained  their  fuperior  reputation 
from  the  Pcloponncfian  war  to  the  reign  of  Jullinian.  Athens, 
though  fituate  in  a barren  foil,  poffeffed  a pure  air,  a free  navi- 
gation, and  the  monuments  of  ancient  art.  That  facred  retirement 
was  feldom  dillurbed  by  the  bulinefs  of  trade  or  government ; and 
the  lad  of  the  Athenians  were  didinguillicd  by  their  lively  wit,  the 
purity  of  their  tafte  and  language,  their  focial  manners,  and  fome 
traces,  at  lead  in  difeourfe,  of  the  magnanimity  of  their  fathers. 
In  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  the  academy  of  the  Platonids,  the  lycaum 
of  the  Peripatetics,  the  portico  of  the  Stoics,  and  the  garden  of  the 
Epicureans,  were  planted  with  trees  and  decorated  with  datues ; 
and  the  philofophcrs,  indead  of  being  immured  in  a cloyder,  deli- 
vered their  indrudions  in  fpacious  and  pleafant  walks,  which,  at 
different  hours,  were  confecrated  to  the  exercifes  of  the  mind  and 
body.  The  genius  of  the  founders  dill  lived  in  thofe  venerable 
feats ; the  ambition  of  fuccccding  to  the  maders  of  human  reafon, 
excited  a generous  emulation ; and  the  merit  of  the  candidates  was 

i deter- 
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determined,  on  each  vacancy,  by  the  free  voices  of  an  enlightened  c 11  A *• 

people.  The  Athenian  profeffors  were  paid  by  their  difciples  : ac-  v 

cording  to  their  mutual  wants  and  abilities,  the  price  appears  to 
have  varied  from  a mina  to  a talent ; and  liberates  hirnfelf,  who  de- 
rides the  avarice  of  the  fophifts,  required  in  his  fchool  of  rhetoric, 
about  thirty  pounds  from  each  of  his  hundred  pupils.  The  wages 
of  induftry  are  juft  and  honourable,  yet  the  fame  liberates  ilied  tears 
at  the  firft  receipt  of  a ftipend  ; the  Stoic  might  bluih  when  he  was 
hired  to  preach  the  contempt  of  money ; and  I ihould  be  forry  to 
difeover,  that  Ariftotle  or  Plato  fo  far  degenerated  from  the  example 
of  Socrates,  as  to  exchange  knowledge  for  gold.  But  fome  property 
of  lands  and  houfes  was  fettled  by  the  permiftion  of  the  laws,  and 
the  legacies  of  deceafed  friends,  on  the  philofophic  chairs  of  Athens. 

Epicurus  bequeathed  to  his  difciples  the  gardens  which  he  had  pur- 
chafed  for  eighty  mina:  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  with  a 
fund  fufficient  for  their  frugal  fubfiftence  and  monthly  feftivals  ; 
and  the  patrimony  of  Plato  afforded  an  annual  rent,  which,  in  eight 
centuries,  was  gradually  cncrcafed  from  three  to  one  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold'4'.  The  fchools  of  Athens  were  protected  by  the  wifeft  and 
moft  virtuous  of  the  Roman  princes.  The  library  which  Hadrian 
founded,  was  placed  in  a portico  adorned  with  pictures,  ftatues,  and 
a roof  of  alabafter,  and  fupported  by  one  hundred  columns  of  Phry- 
gian marble.  The  public  falaries  were  affigned  by  the  generous 
fpirit  of  the  Antonines  j and  each  profeffor,  of  politics,  of  rhetoric, 
of  the  Platonic,  the  Peripatetic,  the  Stoic,  and  the  Epicurean  philo- 
fophy,  received  an  annual  ftipend  of  ten  thoufand  drachma:,  or  more 

146  See  the  teftament  of  Epicurus  jo  Dio-  and  eftce.n  with  which  the  Roman  fenators 
gen.  Laert.  1.  x.  fegm.  16—20.  p.  61 1, 61 2.  confidered  the  philofophy  anJ  philofophcrs  of 
A fmgle  epiflle  (ad  Familiares,  xiii.  1.)  dif-  Greece. 

pfays  the  injufticc  of  the  Areopagus,  the  fide-  147  Damafcius,  in  Vit.  Ifidor.  spud  Pho- 
Jityof  the  Epicureans,  the  dextrous  polite-  tium,  cod.  oexlii.  p.  1054. 
nefs  of  Cicero,  and  the  mixture  of  contempt 

Q^a  than 
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C Ix;A  P ^ian  ^ircc  f,un^re^  pounds  ficrling’4'.  After  the  death  of  Marcus, 

v_ — i thei’e  liberal  donations,  and  the  privileges  attached  to  the  thrones  of 

fcience,  were  abolitlied  and  revived,  diminiihed  and  enlarged : but 
fotne  veflige  of  royal  bounty  may  be  found  under  the  fuceelfors  of 
Conftantinc;  and  their  arbitrary  choice  of  an  unworthy  candidate 
might  tempt  the  philofophers  of  Athens  to  regret  the  days  of  in- 
dependence and  poverty  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  impartial 
favour  of  the  Antonines  was  bellowed  on  the  four  adverfe  feds  of 
philofophy,  which  they  confidered  as  equally  ufeful  or  at  lead  as 
equally  innocent.  Socrates  had  formerly  been  the  glory  and  the 
reproach  of  his  country  ; and  the  firft  leffons  of  Epicurus  fo  ftrangely 
feandalized  the  pious  ears  of  the  Athenians,  that  by  his  exile,  and 
that  of  his  antagonifb,  they  filenccd  all  vain  difputes  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  gods.  But  in  the  enfuing  year  they  recalled  the  hafty 
decree,  rcflored  the  liberty  of  the  fchools,  and  were  convinced  by 
the  experience  of  ages,  that  the  moral  charadcr  of  philofophers  is 
not  affeded  by  the  diverfity  of  their  theological  fpeculations 
They  are  The  Gothic  arms  were  lefs  fatal  to  the  fchools  of  Athens  than  the 
Jurtinim.  y cftablifhmcnt  of  a new  religion,  whofe  minifters  fuperfeded  the  ex- 
ercife  of  reafon,  refolvcd  every  queflion  by  an  article  of  faith,  and 
condemned  the  infidel  or  fceptic  to  eternal  flames.  In  many  a 

'*'  Sec  Lucian  (in  Eunech.  tom.  ii.  p.  j;o  year  34a  before  Chrift  (Bayle),  Olym- 
— 35<5-  edit.  Reitz).  Philoftratus  (in  Vit.  piad  ciz.  3.;  and  he  opened  his  fchooi  at 
Sophilt.  1.  ii.  c.  a.),  and  Dion  Cafiius,  or  Athens.  Olyrop.  cxviii.  3.  305  years  before 
Xiphilin  (I.  lxxi.  p.  1195.),  with  their  edi-  the  fame  acra.  This  intolerant  law  (Athc* 
tors  Du  Soul.  Olearies,  and  Reimar,  and,  nxus,  1,  xiii.  p.  610.  Diogen.  Laertius,  I.  v. 
above  all.  Salmafius  (ad  Hilt.  Auguft.  p.  72.).  f.  38.  p.  ,9o.  Julius  Pollux,  ix.  5.)  was 
A judicious  philofopher  (Smith's  Wealth  of  enacted  in  the  fame,  or  the  fucceeding  year 
Nations,  vol.  ii.  p.  340 — 374.)  prefers  the  (Sigonius,  Opp.  tom.  v.  p.  6a.  Menagtus. 
free  contributions  of  the  Undents  to  a fixed  ad  Diogen.  Laert.  p.  204.  Corfmi  Fafti  At- 
ftipend  for  the  profefibr.  tici,  tom.  iv.  p.  67,  6S.).  Theophraiius, 

*4*  Brucker,  Hilt.  Crit.  Philofoph.  tom.  ii.  chief  of  the  Peripatetics,  and  difciple  of 
p.  310,  See.  Ariftotle,  was  involved  in  the  time  exile. 

The  birth  of  Epicurus  is  fixed  to  the 
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volume  of  laborious  controvcrfy,  they  e'xpofed  the  weaknefs  of  the  chap. 
underftanding  and  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  infulted  human  ‘ - , - •» 

nature  in  the  Pages  of  antiquity,  and  proferibed  the  fpirit  of  philofo- 
phical  enquiry,  fo  repugnant  to  the  do&rine,  or  at  leaft  to  the  tem- 
per, of  an  humble  believer.  The  furviving  fedt  of  the  Platonifts, 
whom  Plato  would  have  bltifhed  to  acknowledge,  extravagantly 
mingled  a fublime  theory  with  the  practice  of  fuperflition  and  magic; 
and  as  they  remained  alone  in  the  midft  of  a Chriftian  world,  they 
indulged  a fecrct  rancour  againft  the  government  of  the  church  and 
flatc,  whofe  feverity  was  (till  fufpended  over  their  heads.  About 
a century  after  the  reign  of  Julian”',  Proclus”’  was  permitted  to  Ptocluj. 
teach  in  the  philofophic  chair  of  the  academy,  and  fuch  was  his 
induftry,  that  he  frequently,  in  the  fame  day,  pronounced  five 
lefTons,  and  compofed  feven  hundred  lines.  His  fagacious  mind 
explored  the  deepeft  queftions  of  morals  and  mctaphyfics,  and  he 
ventured  to  urge  eighteen  arguments  again f!  the  Chriilian  doctrine 
of  the  creation  of  the  world.  But  in  the  intervals  of  ftudv,  he 
ferfonally  converfcd  with  Pan,  dLfculapius,  and  Minerva,  in  whole 
myfteries  he  was  fecretly  initiated,  and  whofe  proftrate  ftatues  he 
adored  ; in  the  devout  perfuafion  that  the  philofopher,  who  is  a 
citizen  of  the  univerfe,  Ihould  be  the  prieft  of  its  various  deities. 

An  eclipfe  of  the  fun  announced  his  approaching  end  ; and  his  life, 
with  that  of  his  fcholar  Ifidore'”,  compiled  by  two  of  their  moft 
learned  difciples,  exhibits  a deplorable  picture  of  the  fecond  child- 


1,1  This  is  no  fanciful  sera : the  Pagans 
reckoned  their  calamities  from  the  reign  of 
their  hero.  Proclo«,  whofe  nativity  is  marked 
by  his  horofeope  (A.  1).  412,  February  8,  at 
C.  P.),  died  124  years  <■?.»  !ux*o>w  $* 

A.  D 485  (Marin,  in  Vita  Procli,  c.  36.). 

*51  The  life  of  Proclus,  by  Marinus,  was 
publilhed  by  Fabricius  (Hamburg,  1700,  ec 
ad  ealeem  Bibliot.  Latin.  Lond.  1703).  See 


Suidas  (tom.  iii.  p.  185,  186.),  Fabricius 
(Bibliot.  Grsec.  1.  v.  c.  26.  p.  449—552.), 
and  Brucker  (Hift.  Crit.  Philofoph.  tom.  ii, 
p.  319—3*6.). 

1,1  The  life  of  Ifidore  was  compofed  by 
Damafcius  (apud  Photium.cod.  eexlii.  p.  1028 
— 1076.).  See  the  lall  age  of  the  Pagan  phi- 
lofophera  in  Bruckcr  (tom.  ii.  p.  341 — 35 1 •)•' 
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hood  of  human  reafon.  Yet  the  golden  chain,  as  it  was  fondly 
ftvled,  of  the  Platonic  fucceffion,  continued  forty-four  years  from 
the  death  of  Proclus  to  the  edidt  of  Juftinian which  itnpofed  a 
perpetual  filcnce  on  the  fchools  of  Athens,  and  excited  the  grief 
and  indignation  of  the  few  remaining  votaries  of  Grecian  fciencc 
and  fupcrftition.  Seven  friends  and  philofophers,  Diogenes  and 
Hermias,  Eulalius  and  Prifcian,  Damafcius,  Illdore,  and  Simplicius, 
who  difl’ented  from  the  religion  of  their  fovercign,  embraced  the  re- 
folution  of  fccking  in  a foreign  land  the  freedom  which  was  denied 
in  their  native  country.  They  had  heard,  and  they  crcduloufly  be- 
lieved, that  the  republic  of  Plato  was  realized  in  the  defpotic  govern- 
ment of  Perfia,  and  that  a patriot  king  reigned  over  the  happieft 
and  moft  virtuous  of  nations.  They  were  foon  aftonifhed  by  the 
natural  difeovery,  that  Perfia  rcfembled  the  other  countries  of  the 
globe  ; that  Chofroes,  w-ho  affc&cd  the  name  of  a philofopher,  was 
vain,  cruel,  and  ambitious ; that  bigotry,  and  a fpirit  of  intolerance, 
prevailed  among  the  Magi ; that  the  noblc3  were  haughty,  the 
courtiers  fcrvile,  and  the  magiftrates  unjuft ; that  the  guilty  fome- 
times  efcapcd,  and  that  the  innocent  were  often  opprefled.  The 
difappointincnt  of  the  philofophers  provoked  them  to  overlook  the 
real  virtues  of  the  Perfians  ; and  they  were  fcandalized,  more  deeply 
perhaps  than  became  their  profeftion,  with  the  plurality  of  wives 
and  concubines,  the  inccftuous  marriages,  and  the  cuftom  of  ex- 
pofing  dead  bodies  to  the  dogs  and  vultures,  inftead  of  hiding  them 
in  the  earth,  or  confuming  them  with  lire.  Their  repentance  was 
expreffed  by  a precipitate  return,  and  they  loudly  declared  that  they 
had  rather  die  on  the  borders  of  the  empire,  than  enjoy  the  wealth 
and  favour  of  the  Barbarian.  From  this  journey,  however,  they  de- 

1,4  The  fuppreflion  of  the  fchcol.nf  Athens  aide  in  the  Vatican  library  (apml  Aleman, 
is  recorded  by  John  Malala  (tom.ii.  1S7.  p.  106.). 
liir  Pecio  Cof.  Sol.),  ami  an  anonymous Chro- 
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rived  a benefit  which  rcflefls  the  pureft  luftre  on  the  chara&er  of  c H p. 

Chofroes.  He  required,  that  the  feven  fages  who  had  vifited  the  i — ? 
court  of  Perfia,  Ihould  be  exempted  fronj  the  penal  laws  which  Juf- 
tinian  enaded  againft  his  Pagan  fubjeds ; and  this  privilege,  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulated  in  a treaty  of  peace,  was  guarded  by  the  vigilance 
of  a powerful  mediator Simplicius  and  his  companions  ended  The  ltd  cf 
their  lives  in  peace  and  obfeurity ; and  as  they  left  no  difciples,  they  pher^ 
terminate  the  long  lift  of  Grecian  philofophers,  who  may  be  juftly 
praifed,  notwithftanding  their  defeds,  as  the  wifeft  and  moft  virtu- 
ous of  their  contemporaries.  The  writings  of  Simplicius  arc  now 
extant.  His  phyfical  and  metaphyfical  commentaries  on  Arillotlc 
have  palled  away  with  the  faihion  of  the  times  ; but  his  moral  in- 
terpretation of  Epidctus,  is  preferved  in  the  library  of  nations,  as  a 
claffic  book,  moft  excellently  adapted  to  dired  the  will,  to  purify 
the  heart,  and  to  confirm  the  underftanding,  by  a juft  confidence  in 
the  nature  both  of  God  and  man. 

About  the  1’atnc  time  that  Pythagoras  firft  invented  the  appellation  Th*  Roman 
of  philofopher,  liberty  and  the  confulfhip  were  founded  at  Rome  by  evtinguiihej 
the  elder  Brutus.  The  revolutions  of  the  confular  offi'-e,  which  may  a*, 
be  viewed  in  the  fucccflive  lights  of  a fubftancc,  a fliadow  and  a 
name,  have  been  occafionally  mentioned  in  the  prefent  hiftory.  The 
firft  magiftrates  of  the  republic  had  been  chofcn  by  the  people,  to 
exercifc,  in  the  fenate  and  in  the  camp,  the  powers  of  peace  and 
war,  which  were  afterwards  tranllated  to  the  emperors.  But  the 
tradition  of  ancient  dignity  wa3  long  revered  by  the  Romans  and 
Barbarians.  A Gothic  hiftorian  applauds  the  confullhip  of  Tlico- 

•»*  Agathias  (1.  ii.  p 69,  70,  71.)  relate*  533,  a date  moll  compatible  with  hii  jtng 
this  curious  flory.  Chofroes  afeended  the  fame  and  the  M age  of  Ifidore  (Affemar, 
throne  in  the  year  531,  and  made  his  firft  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.iii.  p.404.  Fagi,  tom. 
peace  with  the  Romans  in  the  beginning  of  ii.  p.  343.  550.). 
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C xi A P ^or'c  as  temporal  glory  and  greatncfs  *’* ; the  king 

<_ i of  Italy  himfclf  congratulates  thofe  annual  favourites  of  fortune, 

who,  without  the  cares,  enjoyed  the  fplendour  of  the  throne ; and 
at  the  end  of  a thoufand  years,  two  confuls  were  created  by  the 
fovereigns  of  Rome  and  Conftantinople,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
giving  a date  to  the  year,  and  a feftival  to  the  people.  But  the  ex- 
pcnces  of  this  feftival,  in  which  the  wealthy  and  the  vain  afpired 
to  furpafs  their  pTedeceffors,  infenfibly  arofe  to  the  enormous  film  of 
fourfcorc  thoufand  pounds ; the  wifeft  fenators  declined  an  ufelefs 
honour,  which  involved  the  certain  ruin  of  their  families ; and  to 
this  reluctance  I fliould  impute  the  frequent  chafms  in  the  laft  age  of 
the  confular  Fq/li.  The  predeceflors  of  Juftinian  had  aftifted  from 
the  public  treafurcs  the  dignity  of  the  lefs  opulent  candidates ; the 
avarice  of  that  prince  preferred  the  cheaper  and  more  convenient 
method  of  advice  and  regulation'5’.  Seven  proccjjions  or  fpedtacles 
were  the  number  to  which  his  edict  confined  the  horfc  and  chariot 
races,  the  athletic  fports,  the  mufic,  and  pantomimes  of  the  theatre, 
and  the  hunting  of  wild  bcafts  ; and  fmall  pieces  of  filver  were  dif- 
crcctly  fubftituted  to  the  gold  medals,  which  had  always  excited  tu- 
mult and  drunkennefs,  when  they  were  fcattered  wuth  a profufe  hand 
among  the  populace.  Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions,  and  his 
own  example,  the  fueceflion  of  confuls  finally  ceafed  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Juftinian,  whofe  defpotic  temper  might  be  gratified 
by  the  filent  extinction  of  a title  which  admoniflied  the  Romans  of 
their  ancient  freedom’5*.  Yet  the  annual  confullhip  Hill  lived  in 


*5®  Cafliodor.  Variarum  Epift.  vi.  i.  for- 
nandes,  c.  57.  p.  696.  edit.  Grot.  Quod 
fummum  bonum  prim  unique  in  mundo  dccus 
cdicitur. 

1,7  See  the  regulations  of  juftinian  (Novell, 
cv.),  dated  at  Conftantinoplc,  July  5,  and  ad- 
drefied  10  Stratcgius,  treasurer  of  the  empire. 


,5*  Procopius,  in  Anccdot.  c.  26.  Ale- 
man, p.  106.  In  the  xviii,h  year  after  the 
confullhip  of  Bafilius,  according  to  the  rec- 
koning of  Marccllinus,  Vifior,  Marius,  &c# 
the  fecret  hiftory  was  compofed,  and,  in  the 
eyes  of  Procopius,  the  confullhip  was  finally 
abolilhed. 
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the  minds  of  the  people ; they  fondly  expedted  its  fpeedy  reftora-  c 1*  A p- 

tion ; they  applauded  the  gracious  condefcenfion  of  fucccffive  princes,  ' v > 

by  whom  it  was  aflumed  iu  the  firft  year  of  their  reign ; and  three 
centuries  elapfcd,  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  before  that  obfolcte 
dignity,  which  had  been  fupprefled  by  cuftom,  could  be  abolished  by 
law1”.  The  imperfect  mode  of  diftinguilhing  each  year  by  the 
name  of  a magiftrate,  was  ufefully  fupplied  by  the  date  of  a per- 
manent .-era  : the  creation  of  the  world,  according  to  the  feptuagint 
verfion,  was  adopted  by  the  Greeks  and  the  Latins,  fince  the  age 
of  Charlemagne,  have  computed  their  time  from  the  birth  of 
Chrift 


1,9  By  Leo,  the  philofopher  (Novell,  xciv. 
A.  D.  886—91 1 .).  See  Pagi  (Diflertat.  Hy- 
patica,  p.  325—362.)  and  Ducange  (GlolT. 
Grxc.  p.  1635,  1636.).  Even  ihc  title  was 
vilified : confulatus  codicilli ....  vilefeunt, 
fays  the  emperor  himfelf. 

160  According  to  Julius  Africanus,  fire.  the 
world  was  created  the  firft  of  September, 
5508  years,  three  months,  and  twenty-five 
days  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  (fee  Pezron, 
Antiquicc  des  Terns  defend  uc,  p.  20—28.) ; 
and  this  sera  has  been  ufed  by  the  Greeks,  the 
Oriental  Chriftians,  and  even  by  the  Ruffians, 
till  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  The  period,  how- 
ever arbitrary,  is  clear  and  convenient.  Of 
the  7296  years  which  are  fuppofed  to  elapfe 
fince  the  creation,  we  (hall  find  3000  of  ig- 
norance and  darknefs;  2000  either  fabulous 
or  doubtful;  1000  of  ancient  hiftory,  com- 
mencing with  the  Pcrfian  empire,  and  the  re- 


publics of  Rome  and  Athens ; jcoo  from  the 
fall  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  weft  to  the 
difeovery  of  America ; and  the  remaining 
296  will  almoft  complete  three  centuries  of 
the  modern  date  of  Europe  and  mankind.  I 
regret  this  chronology,  fo  far  preferable  to  oar 
double  and  perplexed  method  of  counting 
backwards  and  forwards  the  years  before  and 
after  the  Chriftian  a :ra. 

‘e‘  The  «cra  of  the  world  has  prevailed 
in  the  Eaft  fince  the  vi1*  general  council 
(A.  D.  681).  In  the  Weft  the  Chriftian  sera 
was  firft  invented  in  the  vi,h  century : it  was 
propagated  in  the  viii,k  by  the  authority  and 
writings  of  venerable  Bede ; but  it  was  not 
till  the  Xth  that  the  ufe  became  legal  and  po- 
pular. See  PArt  de  verifier  les  Dates,  Dif- 
fert.  Preliminaire,  p.  iii.  xii.  Didionaixe  Di- 
plomatique, com.  i.  p.  329—337:  the  works 
of  a laborious  fociety  of  Bcnedi&ine  monks. 


Vol.  IV. 
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CIIAP.  XLI. 

Conquejls  of  fuftinian  in  the  Weft. — Char  after  and  fir  ft 
Campaigns  of  Belifarius. — He  invades  and  fubdues 
the  Vandal  Kingdom  of  Africa. — His  Triumph. — 
The  Gothic  War. — He  recovers  Sicily , Naples , and 
Rome. — Siege  of  Rome  by  the  Goths. — Their  Retreat 
and  Lofj’cs. — Surrender  of  Ravenna. — Glory  of  Beli- 
farius.— His  dotneftic  Shame  and  Misfortunes. 


CHAP.  TTTHEN  Juftinian  afcended  the  throne,  about  fifty  years  after 

XL1,  , V V the  fall  of  the  Weftern  empire,  the  kingdoms  of  the  Goths 

JnlUnian  re-  anti  Vandals  had  obtained  a folid,  and,  as  it  might  feem,  a legal 

solves  to  in-  # # # ° 0 

Yide  Africa,  eflablilhment  both  in  Europe  and  Africa.  The  titles  which  Roman 
A.  D.  cit.  * 

' victory  had  inferibed,  were  erazed  with  equal  juftice  by  the  fword 

of  the  Barbarians ; and  their  fuccefsful  rapine  derived  a more  ve- 
nerable fan&ion  from  time,  from  treaties,  and  from  the  oaths  of 
fidelity,  already  repeated  by  a fecond  or  third  generation  of  obedient 
fubjefts.  Experience  and  chriftianity  had  refuted  the  fuperftitious 
hope,  that  Rome  was  founded  by  the  gods  to  reign  for  ever  over 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  But  the  proud  claims  of  perpetual  and 
indefeafible  dominion,  which  her  foldiers  could  no  longer  maintain, 
was  firmly  aflerted  by  her  ftatcfmcn  and  lawyers,  whofe  opinions 
have  been  fometimes  revived  and  propagated  in  the  modern  fchools 
of  jurisprudence.  After  Rome  herfelf  had  been  ftripped  of  the  Im- 
perial purple,  the  princes  of  Conftantinople  affirmed  the  foie  and 

facred 
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iacred  fceptre  of  the  monarchy ; demanded,  as  their  rightful  inherit-  c p. 

ance,  the  provinces  which  had  been  fubdued  by  the  confuls,  or  c- — , 

poffeffed  by  the  Caefars ; and  feebly  afpired  to  deliver  their  faithful 
iubje&s  of  the  Weft  from  the  ufurpation  of  heretics  and  Barbarians. 

The  execution  of  this  fplendid  deiign  was  in  fome  degree  refcrved 
fbr  Juftinian.  During  the  five  firft  years  of  his  reign,  he  reluc- 
tantly waged  a coftly  and  unprofitable  war  againft  the  Perfians  ; till 
his  pride  fubmitted  to  his  ambition,  and  he  purchafed,  at  the  price 
of  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufimd  pounds  fterling,  the  benefit  of 
a precarious  truce,  which,  in  the  language  of  both  nations,  was 
dignified  with  the  appellation  of  the  cndlefs  peace.  The  fiifcty  of 
the  Eaft  enabled  the  emperor  to  employ  his  forces  againft  the  Van- 
dals ; and  the  internal  ftate  of  Africa  afforded  an  honourable  motive, 
and  promifed  a powerful  fupport,  to  the  Roman  arms'. 

According  to  the  teftament  of  the  founder,  the  African  kingdom  Sute  of  the 
had  lineally  defcended  to  Hilderic  the  eldeft  of  the  Vandal  princes.  Hiidtric, 

A mild  diipofition  inclined  the  fon  of  a tyrant,  the  grandfon  of  a 523— ^jo. 
conqueror,  to  prefer  the  counfcls  of  clemency  and  peace ; and  his 
acceffion  was  marked  by  the  falutary  eduft,  which  reftored  two  hun- 
dred bifhops  to  their  churches,  and  allowed  the  free  profeflion  of  the 
Athanafian  creed*.  But  the  Catholics  accepted  with  cold  and  tran- 
fient  gratitude,  a favour  fo  inadequate  to  their  pretenfions,  and  the 
virtues  of  Hilderic  offended  the  prejudices  of  his  countrymen.  The 


• The  cotaplete  feries  of  the  Vandal  war 
11  related  by  Procopius  in  a regular  and  ele- 
gant narrative  (1.  i.  c.  9—25. 1.  ii.  c.  1 — 13.)? 
and  happy  would  be  my  lot,  could  I always 
tread  in  the  footfteps  of  foch  a guide.  From 
the  entire  and  diligent  pcrufal  of  the  Greek 
text,  1 have  a right  to  pronounce  chat  the 
Latin  and  French  verfions  of  Grotius  and 
Coofin  may  not  be  implicitly  trufted  : yet  the 
prefident  Coulin  has  been  often  praifed,  and 

R 


Hugo  Grotius  was  the  firft  fcholar  of  a learn* 
cd  age. 

* See  Ruinart,  Hid.  Perfecut.  Vanda),  c.xii. 
p.  589.  His  beft  evidence  is  drawn  from  the 
life  of  St.  Fulgentius,  compoled  by  one  of 
his  difciples,  tranferibed  in  a great  meafurc 
in  the  annals  of  Baronius,  and  printed  in  fe- 
veral  great  collections  (Catalog.  Bibliot.  Bu- 
navixnx,  tom.  i.  vol.il.  p.  1258.). 
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C xu  P ^r,an  clerey  presumed  to  infinuate  that  he  had  renounced  the  faith, 

< » ' and  the  foldiers  more  loudly  complained  that  he  had  degenerated 

from  the  courage,  of  his  anceftors.  His  arabafTadors  were  fufpedled 
of  a fecrct  and  difgraceful  negociatioa  in  the  Byzantine  court  ; 
and  his  general,  the  Achilles1,  as  he  was  named,  of  the  Vandals,  loft 
Geiimer,  a battle  againft  the  naked  and  diforderly  Moors.  The  public  dif- 
53°— 534.  content  was  exafperated  by  Geiimer,  whofe  age,  defeent,  and  mili- 
tary fame,  gave  him  an  apparent  title  to  the  fucceflion : he  aflumed, 
with  the  confent  of  the  nation,  the  reins  of  government ; and  his 
unfortunate  fovereign  funk  without  a ftruggle  from  the  throne  to 
a dungeon,  where  he  was  ftri&ly  guarded  with  a faithful  counfcllor, 
and  his  unpopular  nephew  the  Achilles  of  the  Vandals.  But  the 
indulgence  which  Hilderic  had  ihewn  to  his  Catholic  fubjefts  had 
powerfully  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  Juftinian,  who,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  own  fe£t,  could  acknowledge  the  ufe  and  juftice 
of  religious  toleration : their  alliance,  while  the  nephew  of  Juftin 
remained  in  a private  ftation,  was  cemented  by  the  mutual  exchange 
of  gifts  and  letters  ; and  the  emperor  Juftinian  afierted  the  caufe  of 
royalty  and  friendfhip.  In  two  fucceflive  embafiies,  he  admonifhed 
the  ufurper  to  repent  of  his  treafon,  or  to  abftain,  at  leaft,  from  any 
further  violence  which  might  provoke  the  difpleafure  of  God  and 
of  the  Romans ; to  reverence  the  laws  of  kindred  and  fucceftion,  and 
to  fufl’er  an  infirm  old  man  peaceably  to  end  his  days,  either  on  tlie 
throne  of  Carthage  or  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople.  The  paflions 
or  even  the  prudence  of  Geiimer  compelled  him.  to  reject  thefe  rcr 
quells,  which  were  urged  in  the  haughty  tone  of  menace  and  com- 

* For  what  quality  of  the  mind  or  body  ? 

For  (peed,  or  beauty,  or  valour  ?•— In  what 
language  did  the  Vandals  read  Homer  ?— 

Did  he  fpeak  German? — The  Latins  had  four 
verfions  (Fabric,  tom.  L 1.  ii.  c.  3.  p,  197. ): 

>ct,  in  fpite  of  the  graifesof  Seneca  (Confol. 
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c.  2^.),  they  appear  to  have  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  imitating,  than  in  tranflating,  the 
Greek  poets.  But  the  name  of  Achilles  might 
be  famous  and  popular,  even  among  the  illi- 
terate Barbariaos. 
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mand  ; and  he  juftified  his  .ambition  in  a language  rarely  fpoken 
in  the  Byzantine  court,  by  alleging  the  right  of  a free  people  to 
remove  or  punilh  their  chief  magiftrate,  who  had  failed  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  kingly  office.  After  this  fruitlefs  expoftulation,  the 
captive  monarch  was  more  rigorotifiy  treated,  his  nephew  was  de- 
prived of  his  eyes,  and  the  cruel  Vandal,  confident  in  his  ftrength 
and  difiance,  derided  the  vain  threats  and  flow  preparations  of  the 
emperor  of  the  Eaft.  Juftinian  rcfolved  to  deliver  or  revenge  his 
friend,  Gelimer  to  maintain  his  ufurpation  : and  the  war  was  pre- 
ceded, according  to  the  pra&ice  of  civilized  nations,  by  the  raoft 
folemn  proteftations,  that  each  party  was  fincerely  defirous  of  peace. 

The  report  of  an  African  war  was  grateful  only  to  the  vain  and 
idle  populace  of  Conftantinople,  whofe  poverty  exempted  them  from 
tribute,  and  whofe  cowardice  was  feldom  expofed  to  military  fer- 
vice.  But  the  wifer  citizens,  who  judged  of  the  future  by  the  pal?, 
revolved  in  their  memory  the  immenfe  lofs,  both  of  men  and  money, 
which  the  empire  hatT  fuftained  in  the  expedition  of  Bafilifcus.  The 
troops,  which,  after  five  laborious  campaigns,  had  been  recalled  from 
the  Pcrfian  frontier,  dreaded  the  fea,  the  climate,  and  the  arms  of 
an  unknown  enemy.  The  minifiers  of  the  finances  computed,  as 
far  as  they  might  compute,  the  demands  of  an  African  war  ; the 
taxes  which  muft  be  found  and  levied  to  fupply  thofe  infatiate  de>- 
mands;  and  the  danger,  left  their  own  lives,  or  at  leaft  their  lucra- 
tive employments,  fhould  be  made  rcfponfiblc  for  the  deficiency  of 
the  fupply.  Infpired  by  fuch  felfifh  motives  (for  we  may  not 
fufpe£t  him  of  any  zeal  for  the  public  good),  John  of  Cappadocia 
ventured  to  oppofe  in  full  council  the  inclinations  of  his  mailer. 
He  confefled,  that  a victory  of  fuch  importance  could  not  be  too 
dearly  purchafed ; but  he  reprel'ented  in  a grave  difeourfe  the  cer- 
tain difficulties  and  the  uncertain  event.  “ You  undertake,”  faid  the 
prefect,  “ to  befiege  Carthage : by  land,  the  diftance  is  not  Icfs 

“than 
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c H A P.  “ than  one  hundred  and  forty  days  journey ; on  the  fea,  a whole 
. “ year*  mull  elapfe  before  you  can  receive  any  intelligence  from 

“ your  fleet.  If  Africa  Ihould  be  reduced,  it  cannot  be  prcfcrved 
“ without  the  additional  conqueft  of  Sicily  and  Italy.  Succefs  will 
“ impofe  the  obligation  of  new  labours  ; a Angle  misfortune  will 
« attract  the  Barbarians  into  the  heart. of  your  exhaufled  empire.” 
Juflinian  felt  the  weight  of  this  falutary  advice  ; he  was  confounded 
by  the  unwonted  freedom  of  an  obfequious  fervant ; and  the  defign 
of  the  war  would  perhaps  have  been  relinquilhed,  if  his  courage 
had  not  been  revived  by  a voice  which  fdenced  the  doubts  of  pro- 
fane reafon.  “ I have  feen  a vifion,”  cried  an  artful  or  fanatic 
bifliop  of  the  Eaft.  “ It  is  the  will  of  heaven,  O emperor,  that 
“ you  Ihould  not  abandon  your  holy  enterprife  for  the  deliverance 
“ of  the  African  church.  The  God  of  battles  will  march  before 
“ your  ftandard,  and  difperfe  your  enemies,  who  are  the  enemies 
' *‘  of  his  Son.”  The  emperor  might  be  tempted,  and  his  counfellors 
» were  conftrained,  to  give  credit  to  this  feafonable  revelation : but 

they  derived  more  rational  hope  from  the  revolt,  which  the  adhe- 
rents of  Hilderic  or  Athanafius  had  already  excited  on  the  borders 
of  the  Vandal  monarchy.  Pudentius,  an  African  fubje£t,  had  pri- 
vately fignified  his  loyal  intentions,  and  a fmall  military  aid  reftored 
the  province  of  Tripoli  to  the  obedience  of  the  Romans.  The  go- 
vernment of  Sardinia  had  been  entrufted  to  Godas,  a valiant  Bar- 
barian : he  fufpended  the  payment  of  tribute,  difclaimed  his  allegi- 
ance to  the  ufurper,  and  gave  audience  to  tire  emiflaries  of  Juflinian, 
who  found  him  mafter  of  that  fruitful  ifland,  at  the  head  of  his 
guards,  and  proudly  inverted  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty.  The 
forces  of  the  Vandals  were  diminiflicd  by  difeord  and  fufpicion  ; the 

4 abfurd  exaggeration  ! The  con-  lifted  November  21,  of  the  fame  year.  In- 

tjaeft  of  Africa  may  be  dated  A.  D.  533,  Sep-  eluding  the  voyage  and  return,  fuch  a com- 
ectnber  14:  it  is  celebrated  by  Juftinian  in  putation  might  be  truly  applied  to  ear  Indian 
the  preface  to  his  Inflitutes,  which  were  pub-  empire. 

2 Roman 
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Roman  armies  were  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  Belifarius ; one  of  c h^a  p. 

thofe  heroic  names  which  are  familiar  to  every  age  and  to  every  * • > 

nation. 

Tlie  Africanus  of  new  Rome  was  born,  and  perhaps  educated,  CHsnaef  f 
among  the  Thracian  peafants’,  without  any  of  thofe  advantages  Beiifirius. 
which  had  formed  the  virtues  of  the  elder  and  younger  Scipio ; a 
noble  origin,  liberal  ftudics,  and  the  emulation  of  a free  Hate.  The 
filence  of  a loquacious  l'ecretary  may  be  admitted,  to  prove  that  the 
youth  of  Belifarius  could  not  afford  any  fubjedt  of  praife  : he  ferved, 
mod  affurcdly  with  valour  and  reputation,  among  the  private  guards 
of  Juftinian ; and  when  his  patron  became  emperor,  the  domeflic 
was  promoted  to  military  command.  After  a bold  inroad  into  Per- 
farmenia,  in  which  his  glory  was  fhared  by  a colleague,  and  his 
progrefs  was  checked  by  an  enemy,  Belifarius  repaired  to  the  im- 
portant Ration  of  Dara,  where  he  firfl  accepted  the  fcrvice  of  Pro- 
copius, the  faithful  companion,  and  diligent  hiftorian,  of  his  ex- 
ploits *.  The  Mirranes  of  Perfia  advanced,  with  forty  thoufand  of  H>*  frmwt 

t r _ ' . in  the  Per  lull 

her  belt  troops,  to  raze  the  fortifications  of  Dara ; and  fignified  the  war, 
day  and  the  hour  on  which  the  citizens  fhould  prepare  a bath  for  c 19— 531- 
his  refrefhracnt  after  the  toils  of  victory.  He  encountered  an  ad- 
verfary  equal  to  himfelf,  by  the  new  title  of  General  of  the  Eafl ; 
his  fuperior  in  the  fcience  of  war,  but  much  inferior  in  the  number 
and  quality  of  his  troops,  which  amounted  only  to  twenty-five 
thoufand  Romans  and  ftrangers,  relaxed  in  their  difeipline,  and 
humbled  by  recent  difaflers.  As  the  level  plain  of  Dara  refufed  all 
fheltcr  to  ftratagem  and  arnbuth,  Belifarius  protected  his  front  with- 


* it  i Bi? uraf tc<;  tu  n 9fa- 

Xirrt  text  l\?a pu~a£v  tcitrst  (PrOCOp.  Van- 
dal, 1.  i.  c.  1 1.).  Alemsn  (Not.  ad  Anectlot. 
p.  5-)»  *n  Italian,  could  eafily  rrjrft  the 
German  vanity  of  Giphanius  and  Velftrus, 
who  wiflird  to  claim  the  hero  j but  hia  Ger- 


mania, a metropolis  of  Thrace,  I cannot  find 
in  any  civil  or  ccclcfiafticai  lifts  of  the  pro- 
vinces and  citiey. 

• The  two  firil  Pcrfian  campaigns  of  Belt* 
fariut  are  fairly  and  copiously  related  by  his 
ftcrcia/y  CPcrfic.  i.i.  c.  12—  id  ). 

a deep 
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C xi  f P a ^eeF  trcnc^«  which  was  prolonged  at  firft  in  perpendicular,  and 

<— v ' afterwards  in  parallel,  lines,  to  cover  the  wings  of  cavalry  advan- 

tageoufly  ported  to  command  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 
When  the  Roman  centre  was  ftiakcn,  their  well-timed  and  rapid 
charge  decided  the  conflict : the  ftandard  of  Perfia  fell ; the  immor- 
tals fled  ; the  infantry  threw  away  their  bucklers,  and  eight  thoufand 
of  the  vanquifhed  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle.  In  the  next 
campaign,  Syria  was  invaded  on  the  fide  of  the  defert ; and  Belifa- 
rius,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  haftened  from  Dara  to  the  relief 
of  the  province.  During  the  whole  fummer,  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy  were  baffled  by  his  fkilful  difpofitions : he  prefled  their  re- 
treat, occupied  each  night  their  camp  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
would  have  fecured  a bloodlefs  victory,  if  he  could  have  refilled  the 
impatience  of  his  own  troops.  Their  valiant  promife  was  faintly  fup- 
ported  in  the  hour  of  battle  ; the  right  wing  was  expofed  by  the 
treacherous  or  cowardly  defertion  of  the  Chriftian  Arabs  ; the  Huns, 
a veteran  band  of  eight  hundred  warriors,  were  opprefled  by  fupe- 
rior  numbers  ; the  flight  of  the  Ifaurians  was  intercepted  ; but  the 
Roman  infantry  flood  firm  on  the  left ; for  Belifarius  himfelf,  dif- 
mounting  from  his  horfe,  fhewed  them  that  intrepid  defpair  was 
their  only  fafety.  They  turned  their  backs  to  the  Euphrates,  and 
their  faces  to  the  enemy  : innumerable  arrows  glanced  without 
effed  from  the  compact  and  fhelving  order  of  their  bucklers;  an  im- 
penetrable line  of  pikes  was  oppofed  to  the  repeated  aflaults  of  the 
Pcrfian  cavalry;  and  after  a refiftance  of  many  hours,  the  remaining 
troops  were  fkilfully  embarked  under  the  fhadow  of  the  night.  The 
Perfian  commander  retired  with  difordcr  and  difgrace,  to  anfwer  a 
Arid  account  of  the  lives  of  fo  many  foldiers  which  he  had  con- 
fumed  in  a barren  vidory.  But  the  fame  of  Belifarius  was  not 
fullied  by  a defeat,  in  which  he  alone  had  faved  his  army  from  the 
confequences  of  their  own  rafhnefs  : the  approach  of  peace  relieved 

him 
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him  from  the  guard  of  the  eaftern  frontier,  and  his  conduft  in  the  c H^a  p. 

fedition  of  Conftantinople  amply  difeharged  his  obligations  to  the  1 « • 

emperor.  When  the  African  war  became  the  topic  of  popular  dif- 
courfe  and  fecret  deliberation,  each  of  the  Roman  generals  was  ap- 
prehenfive,  rather  than  ambitious,  of  the  dangerous  honour ; but  as 
loon  as  Juftinian  had  declared  his  preference  of  fuperior  merit,  their 
envy  was  rekindled  by  the  unanimous  applaufe  which  was  given  to 
the  choice  of  Belifarius.  The  temper  of  the  Byzantine  court  may 
encourage  a fufpicion,  that  the  hero  was  darkly  alTifled  by  the  in- 
trigues of  his  wife,  the  fair  and  fubtlc  Antonina,  who  alternately 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  incurred  the  hatred  of  the  emprefs 
Theodora.  The  birth  of  Antonina  was  ignoble,  Ihe  defeended  from 
a family  of  charioteers  ; and  her  chaflity  has  been  ftained  with  the 
foulell  reproach.  Yet  Ihe  reigned  with  long  and  abfolutc  power 
over  the  mind  of  her  illultrious  hufband  ; and  if  Antonina  difdained 
the  merit  of  conjugal  fidelity,  die  exprefled  a manly  friendfliip  to 
Belifarius,  whom  Ihe  accompanied  with  undaunted  refolution  in  all 
the  hardlhips  and  dangers  of  a military  life 

The  preparations  for  the  African  war  were  not  unworthy  of  the  P«p»™«ion» 
laft  conteit  between  Rome  and  Carthage.  The  pride  and  flower  of  can  war, 
the  army  confided  of  the  guards  of  Belifarius,  who,  according  to  the 
pernicious  indulgence  of  the  times,  devoted  themfelves  by  a par- 
ticular oath  of  fidelity  to  the  fcrvice  of  their  patrons.  Their  ftrength 
and  ftaturc,  for  which  they  had  been  curioufly  felcftcd,  the  good- 
nefs  of  their  horfes  and  armour,  and  the  afliduous  praftice  of  all  the 
exercifes  of  war,  enabled  them  to  aft  whatever  their  courage  might 
prompt ; and  their  courage  was  exalted  by  the  focial  honour  of  their 
rank,  and  the  perfonal  ambition  of  favour  and  fortune.  Four  hun- 
dred of  the  braveft  of  the  Heruli  marched  under  the  banner  of  the 

7 See  ihe  birth  and  charafler  of  Antonina,  in  the  Anecdotei,  c.  1.  and  the  Notes  of  Ale- 
manotis,  p.  3. 

Vox..  IV.  5 faithful 
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faithful  and  a£livc  Pharas ; their  untradable  valour  was  more  highly 
prized  than  the  tame  fubmiflion  of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  ; and  of 
fuch  importance  was  it  deemed  to  procure  a reinforcement  of  fix 
* hundred  Maflagetx,  or  Huns,  that  they  were  allured  by  fraud  and 
deceit  to  engage  in  a naval  expedition.  Five  thoufand  liorfe  and 
ten  thoufand  foot  were  embarked  at  Condantinople  for  the  conqueft 
of  Africa,  but  the  infantry,  for  the  moll  part  levied  in  Thrace  and 
Ifauria,  yielded  to  the  more  prevailing  ufe  and  reputation  of  the 
cavalry  ; and  the  Scythian  bow  was  the  weapon  on  which  the 
armies  of  Rome  were  now  reduced  to  place  their  principal  depend- 
ence. From  a laudable  defire  to  aflert  the  dignity  of  his  theme, 
Procopius  defends  the  foldiers  of  his  own  time  againft  the  morofe 
critics,  who  confined  that  rcfpcdtable  name  to  the  heavy-armed 
warriors  of  antiquity,  and  malicioufly  obferved,  that  the  word 
archer  is  introduced  by  Homer  * as  a term  of  contempt.  “ Such 
“ contempt  might  perhaps  be  due  to  the  naked  youths  who  ap- 
“ peared  on  foot  in  the  fields  of  Troy,  and,  lurking  behind  a tomb- 
“ Hone,  or  the  fhicld  of  a ftiend,  drew  the  bow-firing  to  their 
“ bread’,  and  difmificd  a feeble  and  lifclcfs  arrow.  But  our  archers 
“ (purfues  the  hidorian)  are  mounted  on  horfes,  which  they  manage 
“ with  admirable  fkill ; their  head  and  dioulders  are  protected  by  a 
“ cafk  or  buckler;  they  wear  greaves  of  iron  on  their  legs,  and  their 
“ bodies  are  guarded  by  a coat  of  mail.  On  their  right  fide  haugs 
“ a quiver,  a fword  on  their  left,  and  their  hand  is  accudomed  to 
“ wield  a lance  or  javelin  in  clofer  combat.  Their  bows  are  drong 
“ and  weighty  ; they  dioot  in  every  poffible  direction,  advancing, 

• See  the  Preface  of  Procopius.  The  ene- 
mies of  archery  mighi  quote  the  reproaches 
of  Diomede  (Iliad  a.  385,  &c.)  and  the  per* 
jnitterc  vulnrra  ventis  of  Lucan  (viii.  384.)  : 
yet  the  Romans  could  not  defpife  the  arrows 
of  the  Parihians ; and  in  the  liege  of  Troy, 

Pandarus,  Paris,  and  Tcuccr,  pierced  thole 


haughty  warriors  who  infulred  them  as  wo- 
men or  children. 

9 Vit'fw  fui  tc£*j  h riJsfet  (Iliad 

A.  123.).  Howconcife— how  juft — how  beau- 
tiful is  the  whole  pifiurc  1 1 fee  the  attitudes  of 
the  archer — I hear  the  twanging  of  the  bow; 

mr/n  it  fir/  Jci'rof. 

“ retreat- 
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“ retreating,  to  the  front,  to  the  rear,  or  to  either  flank ; and  as  c a p. 

“ they  are  taught  to  draw  the  bow-firing  not  to  the  bread,  but  to  v . — ‘ 

“ the  right  ear,  firm  indeed  mud  be  the  armour  that  can  refill  the 
“ rapid  violence  of  their  fhaft.”  Five  hundred  tranfports,  navigated 
by  twenty  thouland  mariners  of  Egypt,  Cilicia,  and  Ionia,  were  col- 
lected in  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople.  The  fmalleft  of  thefe  veflcls 
may  be  computed  at  thirty,  the  larged  at  five  hundred,  tons ; and 
the  fair  average  will  fupply  an  allowance,  liberal,  but  not  profufe, 
of  about  one  hundred  thoufand  tons",  for  the  reception  of  thirty- 
five  thoufand  foldicrs  and  failors,  of  five  thoufand  horfes,  of  arms, 
engines,  and  military  dorcs,  and  of  a fufficicnt  flock  of  water  and 
provifions  for  a voyage,  perhaps,  of  three  months.  The  proud 
gallies,  which  in  former  ages  fwept  the  Mediterranean  with  fo  many 
hundred  oars,  had  long  fince  difappeared  ; and  the  fleet  of  Juftinian 
was  efcorted  only  by  ninety-two  light  brigantines,  covered  from  the 
miflile  weapons  of  the  enemy,  and  rowed  by  two  thoufand  of  the 
brave  and  robuft  youth  of  Conftantinople.  Twenty-two  generals  are 
named,  mod  of  whom  were  afterwards  diflinguithed  in  the  wars  of 
Africa  and  Italy  : but  the  fupreme  command,  both  by  land  and  fea 
was  delegated  to  Bclifarius  alone,  with  a boundlefs  power  of  ailing 
according  to  his  difcretion  as  if  the  emperor  himfelf  were  prcfcnt. 

The  reparation  of  the  naval  and  military  profeflions  is  at  once  the 
effect  and  the  caufe  of  the  modern  improvements  in  the  fcience  of 
navigation  and  maritime  war. 


The  text  appears  to  allow  for  the  larged 
veflels  50,000  medimni,  or  3000  tons  (fince  the 
audimms  weighed  160  Roman,  or  1 20  averdu- 
peii,  pounds).  1 have  given  a more  rational 
interpretation,  by  fuppcfing  that  the  Attic  rtyle 
of  Procopius  conceals  the  legal  and  popular 
msJiui,  a fixth  pan  of  the  mtdimnus  (Hooper's 
Ancient  Meafures,  p.  152,  See.),  A contrary. 


and  indeed  a flranger  mi  flake,  has  crept  into 
an  oration  of  Dinarchos  (contra  Demofthe- 
nem,  in  Reifke  Orator.  Gr«c.  tom.  iv.  P.  ii. 
p.  34.).  By  reducing  the  numbirof  fhips  from 
500  to  50,  and  tranflating  fuLiA  by  mints,  or 
pounds,  Coufin  has  gencroufly  allowed  500 
tons  for  the  whole  of  the  Imperial  fleet!  — 
Did  he  never  think  f 

In 
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C H A P.  In  the  feventli  year  of  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  and  about  the  time  of 
X LI« 

' t the  fummer  lolfticc,  the  whole  fleet  of  fix  hundred  lhips  was’  ranged 

i!KP«fet,rC  ° in  martial  pomp  before  the  gardens  of  the  palace.  The  patriarch 
fui.c.  533>  pronounced  his  benediction,  the  emperor  fignified  his  lull  commands, 
the  general’s  trumpet  gave  the  fignal  of  departure,  and  every  heart, 
according  to  its  fears  or  wilhes,  explored  with  anxious  curiofity  the 
omens  of  misfortune  and  fuccefs.  The  firft  halt  was  made  at  Pcrin- 
thus  or  Heraclea,  where  Uclifarius  waited  live  days  to  receive  fome 
Thracian  horfes,  a military  gift  of  his  fovereign.  From  thence  the 
fleet  purfued  their  courfe  through  the  midll  of  the  Propontis  ; but 
as  they  ftruggled  to  pafs  the  ftreights  of  the  Hellefpont,  an  unfa- 
vourable wind  detained  them  four  days  at  Abydus,  where  the  ge- 
neral exhibited  a memorable  leflon  of  firmnefs  and  feverity.  Two 
of  the  Huns,  who  in  a drunken  quarrel  had  flain  one  of  their 
fellow-foldiers,  were  inftantly  fhewn  to  the  army  fufpended  on  a 
lofty  gibbet.  The  national  indignity  was  refented  by  their  coun- 
trymen, who  difclaimed  the  fervile  laws  of  the  empire,  and  aflerted 
the  free  privilege  of  Scythia,  where  a fmall  fine  was  allowed  to 
expiate  the  hafty  fallies  of  intemperance  and  anger.  Their  com- 
plaints were  fpecious,  their  clamours  were  loud,  and  the  Romans 
were  not  averfe  to  the  example  of  difordcr  and  impunity.  But  the 
rifing  (edition  wa6  appeafed  by  the  authority  and  eloquence  of  the 
general : and  he  reprefented  to  the  aflembled  troops  the  obligation 
of  juftice,  the  importance  of  difeipline,  the  rewards  of  piety  and 
virtue,  and  the  unpardonable  guilt  of  murder,  which,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  was  aggravated  rather  than  excufed  by  the  vice  of  intoxi- 
cation". In  the  navigation  from  the  Hellefpont  to  Peloponnefus,. 

agreed  that  this  was  rather  a political  than  a 
moral  ]aw. 

which. 


11  1 have  read  of  a Greek  legislator,  who 
Uifli&ed  a doublt  penalty  on  the  crimes  com- 
mitted in  a Hate  of  intoxication  but  it  feems 
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which  the  Greeks,  after  the  fiege  of  Troy,  had  performed  in  four  C H^A  P. 

days'*;  the  fleet  of  Belifarius  was  guided  in  their  courfe  by  his  c. — , — j 

mafter-galley,  confpicuous  in  the  day  by  the  rednefs  of  the  fails, 

and  in  the  night  by  the  torches  blazing  from  the  mnft-head.  It  was 

the  duty  of  the  pilots,  as  they  fleered  between  the  lflands,  and 

turned  the  capes  of  Malea  and  Txnarium,  to  preferve  the  juft  order 

and  regular  intervals  of  fuch  a multitude  of  fliips  ; as  the  wind  was 

fair  and  moderate,  their  labours  were  not  unfuccefsful,  and  the 

troops  were  fafely  difembarked  at  Methone  on  the  Meflenian  coaft, 

to  repole  themfelves  for  a while  after  the  fatigues  of  the  lea.  In  this 

place  they  experienced  how  avarice,  invefted  with  authority,  may 

fport  with  the  lives  of  thoufands  which  are  bravely  expofed  for  the 

public  fervice.  According  to  military  practice,  the  bread  or  bifeuit 

of  the  Romans  was  twice  prepared  in  the  oven,  and  a diminution 

of  one-fourth  was  cheerfully  allowed  for  the  lofs  of  weight.  To 

gain  this  miferable  profit,  and  to  fave  the  cxpence  of  wood,  the 

pratfed  John  of  Cappadocia  had  given  orders,  that  the  flour  Ihould 

be  flightly  baked  by  the  fame  fire  which  warmed  the  baths  of  Con- 

ftantinople ; and  when  the  lacks  were  opened,  a foft  and  mouldy 

pafte  was  diftributed  to  the  army.  Such  unwholcfome  food,  aflifted 

by  the  heat  of  the  climate  and  feafon,  foon  produced  an  epidemical 

difeale,  which  fwept  away  five  hundred  foidiers.  Their  health 

was  reftored  by  the  diligence  of  Belifarius,  who  provided  frelh  bread 

at  Methone,  and  boldly  exprefled  his  juft  and  humane  indignation  : 

the  emperor  heard  his  complaint ; the  general  was  praifed  ; but  the 

minifter  was  not  punilhcd.  From  the  port  of  Methone,  the  pilots 

lx  Or  even  in  three  day*,  fince  they  anchor-  mer,  OdyfT.  r.  130  — 183.  Wood’iEfliyOB 
ed  the  firftevening  io  the  neighbouring  ifle  of  Homer,  p.  40 — 46.).  A pirate  failed  from 
Tenedos : the  fccond  day  they  failed  to  Lcf-  the  Hcllefpont  ;o  the  fea-port  of  Sparta  in 
bos,  the  third  to  the  promontory  of  Euboea,  three  days  (Xenophon,  Hcllcn.  I.  ii.  c.  !.)• 
and  on  the  fourth  ttey  reached  Argos  (Ho* 

fleered. 
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C H^A  p.  Peered  along  the  weftern  coaft  of  Peloponnefus,  as  far  as  the  ifle  of 

u , w>  Zacynthus  or  Zant,  before  they  undertook  the  voyage  (in  their  eyes 

a mod  arduous  voyage)  of  one  hundred  leagues  over  the  Ionian 
fea.  As  the  fleet  was  furprifed  by  a calm,  iixtecn  days  were  con- 
fumed  in  the  flow  navigation ; and  even  the  general  would  have 
fuffered  the  intolerable  hardlhip  of  thirft,  if  the  ingenuity  of  Anto- 
nina had  not  preferved  the  water  in  glafs-bottles,  which  llie  buried 
deep  in  the  fand  in  a part  of  the  fh.jp  impervious  to  the  rays  of 
the  fun.  At  length  the  harbour  of  Cattcana  ”,  on  the  fouthern  fide 
of  Sicily,  afforded  a fecurc  and  hofpitable  flicker.  The  Gothic 
officers  who  governed  the  ifland  in  the  name  of  the  daughter  and 
grandfon  of  Theodoric,  obeyed  their  imprudent  orders,  to  receive 
the  troops  of  Juftinian  like  friends  and  allies  : provifions  were  libe- 
rally fupplied,  the  cavalry  was  remounted  and  Procopius  foon 
returned  from  Syracufe  with  correct  information  of  the  ftatc  and 
defigns  of  the  Vandals.  His  intelligence  determined  Belilarius  to 
haflcn  his  operations,  and  his  wife  impatience  was  feconded  by  the 
winds.  The  fleet  loft  fight  of  Sicily,  palled  before  the  ifle  of  Malta, 
difeovered  the  capes  of  Africa,  ran  along  the  coaft  with  a ftrong  gale 
from  the  nortli-caft,  and  finally  call  anchor  at  the  promontory  of 
Caput  vada,  about  five  days  journey  to  the  fouth  of  Carthage  “. 
Belifario*  If  Geliiner  had  been  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
coaftVfAVri-  he  mull  have  delayed  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia,  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  his  perfon  and  kingdom.  A detachment  of  five  thou- 


n Caucarn,  near  Camarina,  is  at  leaft  50 
miles  (350  or  400  ftadia)  from  Syracufe  (Cla- 
ver,  Sicilia  Antiqua,  p.  191.)* 

14  Procopius,  Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  3.  Tibi  to!- 
lit  hinnitum  apta  quidrigi*  equa,  in  the  Si- 
cilian partures  of  GroQ>hut  (Hunt.  Carm. 
»i.  16.).  Acragas ....  magnanimum  quon- 
dam generator  cquorum  (Virgil,  .ALneiJ.  iii. 
704.).  Thero's  horfes,  whofe  victories  are 
12 


immortalized  by  Pindar,  were  bred  in  this 
country. 

I$  The  Caput  vada  of  Procopius  (where 
Juftinian  afterwards  founded  a city— de  F.di- 
fic.  I.  vi.  c.  6.)  is  the  promontory  of  Am- 
mon in  Strabo,  the  Brachodes  of  Ptolemy, 
the  Capaudis  of  the  moderns,  a long  narrow 
flip  that  runs  into  the  fca  (Shaw's  Travels, 
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fend  foldiers,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  gallies,  would  have  c 
joined  the  remaining  forces  of  the  Vandals ; and  the  defeendant  of  <. 
Genferic  might  have  furprifed  and  opprefled  a fleet  of  deep-laden 
tranfports  incapable  of  a&ion,  and  of  light  brigantines  that  feera 
only  qualified  for  flight.  Belifarius  had  fecrctly  trembled  when  he 
overheard  his  foldiers,  in  the  paflage,  emboldening  each  other  to 
confefs  their  apprehenfions : if  they  were  once  on  fhore,  they  hoped 
to  maintain  the  honour  of  their  arms ; but  if  they  fliould  be  at- 
tacked'at  fea,  they  did  not  blufh  to  acknowledge  that  they  wanted 
courage  to  contend  at  the  fame  time  with  the  winds,  the  waves,  and 
the  Barbarians'4.  The  knowledge  of  their  fentiments  decided  Beli- 
ferius  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  of  landing  them  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa;  and  he  prudently  rejected,  in  a council  of  war,  the  propo- 
fal  of  failing  with  the  fleet  and  army  into  the  port  of  Carthage. 
Three  months  after  their  departure  from  Conftantinople,  the  men 
and  horfes,  the  arms  and  military  flores,  were  fafely  difembarked, 
and  five  foldiers  were  left  as  a guard  on  board  each  of  the  fhips, 
which  were  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a fcmicirclc.  The  remainder 
of  the  troops  occupied  a camp  on  the  fea-fhore,  which  they  fortified, 
according  to  ancient  difcipline,  with  a ditch  and  rampart ; and  the 
difeovery  of  a fource  of  frefh  water,  while  it  allayed  the  thirft,  ex- 
cited the  fuperftitious  confidence,  of  the  Romans.  The  next  morn- 
ing, feme  of  the  neighbouring  gardens  were  pillaged  ; and  Belifa- 
rius, after  chaftifing  the  offenders,  embraced  the  flight  occafion,  but 
the  decifive  moment,  of  inculcating  the  maxims  of  juflice,  modera- 
tion, and  genuine  policy.  “ When  I fir  ft  accepted  the  commiffion 
“ of  fubduing  Africa,  I depended  much  lefs,”  faid  the  general,  “ on 
“ the  numbers,  or  even  the  bravery,  of  my  troops,  than  upon  the 

*•  A cenrorioa  of  Mark  Antony  exprefTed,  like  ro  the  A*a  and  to  naval  combats  (P!u- 
though  in  a more  manly  ifoain,  the  fame  cif-  latch  in  Amonio,  p.  1730.  edit.  Hen.  Stcph.). 
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*•  “ friendly  difpofition  of  the  natives,  and  their  immortal  hatred  to 
/ “ the  Vandals.  You  alone  can  deprive  me  of  this  hope:  if  you 
“ continue  to  extort  by  rapine  what  might  be  purchafed  for  a little 
u money,  fuch  adls  of  violence  will  reconcile  thefe  implacable  ene- 
“ mies,  and  unite  them  in  a juft  and  holy  league  againft  the  invaders 
“ of  their  country."  Thefe  exhortations  were  enforced  by  a rigid 
diiciplinc  ; of  which  the  foldicrs  themfclves  foon  felt  and  praifed 
the  falutary  eft'edis.  The  inhabitants,  inftead  of  deferting  their 
Iioufes,  or  hiding  their  corn,  fupplied  the  Romans  with  a fair  and 
liberal  market : the  civil  officers  of  the  province  continued  to  exer- 
cife  their  functions  in  the  name  of  Juftinian  ; and  the  clergy,  from 
motives  of  confcience  and  intereft,  affiduoufly  laboured  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  a Catholic  emperor.  The  fmall  town  of  Siiile<fte‘7,  one 
day’s  journey  from  the  camp,  had  the  honour  of  being  foremoft  to 
open  her  gates,  and  to  refume  her  ancient  allegiance : the  larger 
cities  of  Lcptis  and  Adrumetum  imitated  the  example  of  loyalty  as 
foon  as  Belifarius  appeared ; and  he  advanced  without  oppofition  as 
far  as  Grafle,  a palace  of  the  Vandal  kings,  at  the  diftance  of  fifty 
miles  from  Carthage.  The  weary  Romans  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  refrefhment  of  lliady  groves,  cool  fountains,  and  delicious  fruits ; 
and  the  preference  which  Procopius  allows  to  thefe  gardens  over  any 
that  he  had  feen,  cither  in  the  Haft  or  Weft,  may  be  aferibed  either 
to  the  tafte  or  the  fatigue  of  the  hiftorian.  In  three  generations, 
profperity  and  a warm  climate  had  diflblved  the  hardy  virtue  of  the 
Vandals,  who  infenfibly  became  the  mod  luxurious  of  mankind. 
In  their  villas  and  gardens,  which  might  deferve  the  Perfian  name 

*7  Sullcftc  is  perhaps  the  Turris  Hanniba-  campaign  of  Caifar  (Hirtius,  de  Bello  A fo- 
lia, an  old  building,  now  as  large  as  the  Tower  cano,  with  the  Analyfe  of  Guichardt),  and 
of  London.  The  march  of  Belifarius  to  Lep-  Shaw's  Travels  (p.  105 — 113.)  in  the  fame 
tis,  Adrumetum,  &c.  is  illullrated  by  the  country. 
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of paradife ",  they  enjoyed  a cool  and  elegant  repofe;  and,  after  the 
daily  ufe  of  the  bath,  the  Barbarians  were  feated  at  a table  profufely 
fpread  with  the  delicacies  of  the  land  and  fca.  Their  filkcn  robes, 
loofely  flowing  after  the  fafhion  of  the  Medes,  were  embroidered 
with  gold  : love  and  hunting  were  the  labours  of  their  life,  and 
their  vacant  hours  were  amufed  by  pantomimes,  chariot-races,  and 
the  mufic  and  dances  of  the  theatre. 

In  a march  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  vigilance  of  Belifarius  was 
confiantly  awake  and  active  againft  his  unfeen  enemies,  by  whom 
in  every  place,  and  at  every  hour,  he  might  be  fuddcnly  attacked. 
An  officer  of  confidence  and  merit,  John  the  Armenian,  led  the  van- 
guard of  three  hundred  horfe ; fix  hundred  Mafiagetx  covered  at 
a certain  diftance  the  left  flank  ; and  the  whole  fleet,  fleering  along 
the  coaft,  feldom  loft  fight  of  the  army,  which  moved  each  day 
about  twelve  miles,  and  lodged  in  the  evening  in  ftrong  camps,  or 
in  friendly  towns.  The  near  approach  of  the  Romans  to  Carthage 
filled  the  mind  of  Gelimer  with  anxiety  and  terror.  He  prudently 
willied  to  protract  the  war  till  his  brother,  with  his  veteran  troops, 
fliould  return  from  the  conqucft  of  Sardinia ; and  he  now  lamented 
the  rafh  policy  of  his  anceftors,  who,  by  deftroying  the  fortifications 
of  Africa,  had  left  him  only  the  dangerous  rcfource  of  rifking  a 
battle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  capital.  The  Vandal  conquerors, 
from  their  original  number  of  fifty  thoufand,  w-ere  multiplied,  with- 
out including  their  women  and  children,  to  one  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  fighting  men : and  fuch  forces,  animated  with  valour  and 
union,  might  have  crqfhedi  at  their  firft  landing,  the  feeble  and  ex- 
haufted  bands  of  the  Roman  general.  But  the  friends  of  the  captive 
king  were  more  inclined  to  accept  the  invitations,  than  to  refill  the 

'*  riafaiisoH  **War4<  aV*rrs»  «,'*  «;ai» ? sru.ii.  p.  774.).  See,  in  the  Greek  romances. 

The  paradifei,  a nunc  and  fafhion  adopted  their  mod  perfeft  model  (Longvi,  Pailoral. 

from  i’erfid,  may  be  reprefented  by  the  royal  I.  iv.  p.  99—101.  Achilles  Tatius,  1.  i. 

garden  of  Ifpahan  (Voyage  d’Olcarius,  p.  22,  23.). 

Vol.  IV.  T progrefs, 
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progrefs,  of  Bclifarius;  and  many  a proud  Barbarian  difguifed  his 
averfion  to  war  under  the  more  fpecious  name  of  his  hatred  to  the 
ufurper.  Yet  the  authority  and  promifes  of  Gelimer  collected  a 
formidable  army,  and  his  plans  were  concerted  with  fome  degree  of 
military  {kill.  An  order  was  difpatchcd  to  his  brother  Ammatas,  to 
collect  all  the  forces  of  Carthage,  and  to  encounter  the  van  of  the 
Roman  army  at  the  didance  of  ten  miles  from  the  city  : his  nephew 
Gibamutid,  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  was  dedined  to  attack  their 
left,  when  the  monarch  himfelf,  who  fdently  followed,  fhould  charge 
their  rear,  in  a fituation  which  excluded  them  from  the  aid  or  even 
the  view  of  their  fleet.  But  the  raffinefs  of  Ammatas  was  fatal 
to  himfelf  and  his  country.  He  anticipated  the  hour  of  the  attack, 
outdripped  his  tardy  followers,  and  was  pierced  with  a mortal 
wound,  after  he  had  flain  with  his  own  hand  twelve  of  his  bolded 
antagonids.  His  Vandals  fled  to  Carthage ; the  highway,  almod 
ten  miles,  was  Are  wed  with  dead  bodies;  and  it  feemed  incredible 
that  fuch  multitudes  could  be  flaughtered  by  the  fwords  of  three 
hundred  Romans.  The  nephew  of  Gelimer  was  defeated  after  a 
flight  combat  by  the  fix  hundred  MaflTageta: : they  did  not  equal 
the  third  part  of  his  numbers;  but  each  Scythian  was  fired  by  the 
example  of  his  chief,  who  glorioufly  cxcrcifcd  the  privilege  of  his 
family,  by  riding  foremod  and  alone  to  {hoot  the  fird  arrow  againd 
the  enemy.  In  the  mean  while,  Gelimer  himfelf,  ignorant  of  the 
event,  and  mifguided  by  the  windings  of  the  hills,  inadvertently 
paded  the  Roman  army,  and  reached  the  feene  of  action  where  Am- 
matas had  fallen.  He  wept  the  fate  of  his  brother  and  of  Carthage, 
charged  with  irrefidilde  fury  the  advancing  fquadrons,  and  might 
have  purfued,  and  perhaps  decided  the  vi&ory,  if  he  had  not  waded 
thofe  inedimable  moments  in  the  difeharge  of  a vain,  though  pious, 
duty  to  the  dead.  While  his  fpirit  was  broken  by  this  mournful 
office,  he  heard  the  trumpet  of  Belifarius,  who,  leaving  Antonina 
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and  his  infantry  in  the  camp,  preflcd  forwards  with  his  guards  and 
the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  to  rally  his  flying  troops,  and  to  reftore 
the  fortune  of  the  day.  Much  room  could  not  be  found  in  this 
diforderly  battle  for  the  talents  of  a general ; but  the  king  fled  before 
the  hero ; and  the  Vandals,  accuflomed  only  to  a Mooriih  enemy, 
were  incapable  of  withftanding  the  arms  and  difeipline  of  the 
Romans.  Gelimcr  retired  with  liafly  fteps  towards  the  defert  ofNu- 
midia  ; but  lie  had  foon  the  confolation  of  learning  that  his  private 
orders  for  the  execution  of  Ililderic  and  his  captive  friends  had  been 
faithfully  obeyed.  The  tyrant’s  revenge  was  ufeful  only  to  his 
enemies.  The  death  of  a lawful  prince  excited  the  compafiion  of 
his  people ; his  life  might  have  perplexed  the  victorious  Romans ; 
and  the  lieutenant  of  Jultinian,  by  a crime  of  which  he  was  inno- 
cent, was  relieved  from  the  painful  alternative  of  forfeiting  his 
honour  or  relinquilhing  his  conqucfts. 

As  foon  as  the  tumult  had  fubfided,  the  fevcral  parts  of  the  army 
informed  each  other  of  the  accidents  of  the  day  ; and  Belifarius 
pitched  his  camp  on  the  field  of  victory,  to  which  the  tenth  inile- 
ftone  from  Carthage  had  applied  the  Latin  appellation  of  dccimus. 
From  a wife  fufpicion  of  the  ftratagems  and  refourccs  of  the  Vandals, 
he  marched  the  next  day  in  order  of  battle,  halted  in  the  evening 
before  the  gates  of  Carthage,  and  allowed  a night  of  repofe,  that  he 
might  not,  in  darknefs  and  diforder,  expofe  the  city  to  the  licence  of 
the  foldiers,  or  the  foldicrs  thcmfelves  to  the  fecret  ambulh  of  the 
city.  But  as  the  fears  of  Belifarius  were  the  refult  of  calm  and  in- 
trepid reafon,  he  was  foon  fatisfied  that  he  might  confide,  without 
danger,  in  the  peaceful  and  friendly  afpeCt  of  the  capital.  Carthage 
blazed  with  innumerable  torches,  the  fignals  of  the  public  joy  ; the 
chain  was  removed  that  guarded  the  entrance  of  the  port ; the  gates 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  people,  with  acclamations  of  gratitude, 
hailed  and  invited  their  Roman  deliverers.  The  defeat  of  the  Van- 
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C P dais,  an^  l^ie  ^reet^om  °f  Africa,  were  announced  to  the  city  on  the 
< — -v- — > eve  of  St.  Cyprian,  when  the  churches  were  already  adorned  and 
illuminated  for  the  feflival  of  the  martyr,  whom  three  centuries  of 
fuperflition  had  almofl  raifed  to  a local  deity.  The  Arians,  con- 
feious  that  their  reign  had  expired,  refigned  the  temple  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, who  refeued  their  faint  from  profane  hands,  performed  the 
holy  rites,  and  loudly  proclaimed  the  creed  of  Athanafius  and  Jufli- 
nian.  One  awful  hour  reverfed  the  fortunes  of  the  contending 
parties.  The  fuppliant  Vandals,  who  had  fo  lately  indulged  the  vices 
of  conquerors,  fought  an  humble  refuge  in  the  fanduary  of  the 
church ; while  the  merchants  of  the  Fall  were  delivered  from  the 
deeped  dungeon  of  the  palace  by  their  affrighted  keeper,  who  im- 
plored the  protedion  of  his  captives,  and  {hewed  them  through  an 
aperture  in  the  wall,  the  fails  of  the  Roman  fleet.  After  their  fepa- 
ration  from  the  army,  the  naval  commanders  had  proceeded  with 
flow  caution  along  the  coafl,  till  they  reached  the  Hermxan  pro- 
montory, and  obtained  the  firfl  intelligence  of  the  vidory  of  Belifa- 
rius.  Faithful  to  his  indrudions,  they  would  have  cad  anchor 
about  twenty  miles  from  Carthage,  if  the  more  fkilful  feamen  had 
not  reprefented  the  perils  of  the  fhorc,  and  the  figns  of  an  impend- 
ing temped.  Still  ignorant  of  the  revolution,  they  declined,  how- 
ever, the  rafli  attempt  of  forcing  the  chain  of  the  port ; and  the  ad- 
jacent harbour  and  fuburb  of  Mandracium  were  infultcd  only  by 
the  rapine  of  a private  officer  who  difobeyed  and  defected  his  leaders. 
But  the  Imperial  fleet,  advancing  with  a fair  wind,  fleered  through 
the  narrow  entrance  of  the  Golctta,  and  occupied  in  the  deep  and  ca- 
pacious lake  of  Tunis  a fecure  dation  about  five  miles  from  the  capi- 
tal No  fooner  wfas  Belifarius  informed  of  their  arrival,  than  he 

difpatched 

The  neighbourhood  of  Carthage,  the  almoft  as  much  as  th»  works  of  man.  The 
fea,  the  land,  and  the  rivers,  are  changed  iilhraui,  or  neck,  of  the  city  is  now  con* 
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difpatched  orders,  that  the  grcateft  part  of  the  mariners  fhould  be 
immediately  landed  to  join  the  triumph,  and  to  fwcll  the  apparent 
numbers  of  the  Romans.  Before  he  allowed  them  to  enter  the  gates 
of  Carthage,  he  exhorted  them,  in  a difeourfe  worthy  of  himfelf 
and  the  occafion,  not  to  difgrace  the  glory  of  their  arms ; and  to  re- 
member that  the  Vandals  had  been  the  tyrants,  but  that  they  were 
the  deliverers  of  the  Africans,  who  mult  now  be  refpedled  as  the 
voluntary  and  affectionate  fubjedts  of  their  common  fovereign.  The 
Romans  marched  through  the  ftreets  in  clofe  ranks,  prepared  for 
battle  if  an  enemy  had  appeared ; the  ftridt  order  maintained  by 
the  general  imprinted  on  their  minds  the  duty  of  obedience  ; and 
in  an  age  in  which  cultom  and  impunity  almoft  fandtilied  the  abufe 
of  conqueft,  the  genius  of  one  man  reprelfed  the  pallions  of  a vic- 
torious army.  The  voice  of  menace  and  complaint  was  filent ; the 
trade  of  Carthage  was  not  interrupted  ; while  Africa  changed  her 
mailer  and  her  government,  the  fhops  continued  open  and  bufy ; 
and  the  foldiers,  after  fulficicnt  guards  had  been  ported,  modeftly 
departed  to  the  houfes  which  were  allotted  for  their  reception.  Be- 
lifarius  fixed  his  refidence  in  the  palace  ; feated  himfelf  on  the  throne 
of  Genfcric ; accepted  and  diftributed  the  Barbaric  fpoil ; granted 
their  lives  to  the  fuppliant  Vandals ; and  laboured  to  repair  the  da- 
mage which  the  l'uburb  of  Mandracimn  had  fuftained  in  the  preced- 
ing night.  At  flipper  he  entertained  his  principal  officers  with  the 
form  and  magnificence  of  a royal  banquet  “.  The  viirtor  was  re- 
fpcilfully  ferved  by  the  captive  officers  of  the  houfehold  ; and  in  the 


founded  with  the  continent:  the  harbour  it 
a dry  plain  ; and  the  lake,  or  Jbgnum,  no 
more  than  a rnorsfs,  with  fix  or  feven  feet 
water  in  the  mid-channel.  Sec  d’Anvillc 
(Geographic  Ancienoe,  tom.  iit.  p.  82.), 
Shaw  (Travels,  p.  77— 84  ),  Marmol  (D?- 
feription  dc  I’Afrique,  tom.  ii.  p.  465.),  and 
Thuanus  (Iviii.  12.  tom.  iii.  p.  334.). 

6 


50  From  Delphi,  the  name  of  Delphicum 
was  given,  both  in  Grctk  and  Latin,  to  a 
tripod  ; and,  by  an  eafy  analogy,  the  fame  ap- 
pellation was  extended  at  Rome,  Conftanii- 
nople,  and  Carthage,  to  the  royal  banquet- 
ing room  (Procopius,  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  21. 
Ducange,  Glofl*.  Grxc.  p.  277. 
ad  Alcxiad.  p.  412.). 
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moments  of  feflivity,  when  the  impartial  fpe&ators  applauded  the 
fortune  and  merit  of  Belifarius,  his  envious  flatterers  fecretly  flied 
their  venom  on  every  word  and  gefture  which  might  alarm  the 
fufpicions  of  a jealous  monarch.  One  day  was  given  to  thefe  pomp- 
ous feenes,  which  may  not  be  defpifed  as  ufclefs  if  they  attracted 
the  popular  veneration ; but  the  a&ive  mind  of  Belifarius,  which 
in  the  pride  of  victory  could  fuppofe  a defeat,  had  already  refolved, 
that  the  Roman  empire  in  Africa  Ihould  not  depend  on  the  chance 
of  arms,  or  the  favour  of  the  people.  The  fortifications  of  Carthage 
had  alone  been  exempted  from  the  general  prolcription ; but  in  the 
reign  of  ninety-five  years  they  were  fulfered  to  decay  by  the 
thoughtlefe  and  indolent  Vandals.  A wifer  conqueror  reflored  with 
incredible  difpatch  the  walls  and  ditches  of  the  city.  His  liberality 
encouraged  the  workmen ; the  foldiers,  the  mariners,  and  the  citi- 
zens, vied  with  each  other  in  the  falutary  labour;  and  Gelimer, 
who  had  feared  to  truft  his  perfon  in  an  open  town,  beheld  with 
aftonifhmcnt  and  dcfpair  the  rifing  flrength  of  an  impregnable  for- 
trefs. 

That  unfortunate  monarch,  after  the  lofs  of  his  capital,  applied 
himfelf  to  colled!  the  remains  of  an  army  fcattcrcd,  rather  than 
deftroyed,  by  the  preceding  battle ; and  the  hopes  of  pillage  at- 
tracted fome  Moorith  bands  to  the  ftandard  of  Gelimer.  He  en- 
camped in  the  fields  of  Bulla,  four  days  journey  from  Carthage ; 
infulted  the  capital,  which  he  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  an  aquedudt ; 
propofed  an  high  reward  for  the  head  of  every  Roman  ; affedled  to 
fpare  the  perfons  and  property  of  his  African  fubjedls,  and  fecretly 
negociated  with  the  Arian  fcdlaries  and  the  confederate  Huns. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  conqucft  of  Sardinia  ferved  only  to 
aggravate  his  diftrefs:  he  reflcdled  with  the  deepeft  anguiih,  that  he 
had  wafted,  in  that  ufclefs  enterprife,  five  thoufand  of  his  braveft 
troops ; and  he  read,  with  grief  and  ihame,  the  victorious  letters  of 
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his  brother  Zano,  who  expreifed  a (anguine  confidence  that  the  king,  c 
after  the  example  of  their  anccftors,  had  already  chalibcd  ilie  ralli-  *- 
nefs  of  the  Roman  invader.  “ Alas ! my  brother,”  replied  Gtli- 
mer,  “ Heaven  has  declared  agaiiid  our  unhappy  nation.  While 
“ you  Iiave  fubdued  Sardinia,  we  have  loft  Africa.  No  fooner  did 
“ Belllarius  appear  with  a handful  of  foldicrs,  than  courage  and 
“ profperity  deferted  the  caufe  of  the  Vandals.  Your  nephew  Ci- 
“ bamund,  your  brother  Ammatas,  have  been  betrayed  to  death  by 
“ the  cowardice  of  their  followers.  Our  horfc>,  our.  fliips,  Car- 
“ thage  itlelf,  and  all  Africa,  are  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  Yet 
“ the  Vandals  (lill  prefer  an  ignominious  repofe,  at  the  expence  of 
“ their  wives  and  children,  their  wealth  and  liberty.  Nothing  now 
“ remains,  except  the  field  of  Bulla,  and  the  hope  of  your  valour. 

“ Abandon  Sardinia  ; fly  to  our  relief ; reftorc  our  empire,  or  perillx 
“ by  our  fide.”  On  the  receipt  of  this  epiflle,  Zano  imparted  his 
grief  to  the  principal  Vandals ; hut  the  intelligence  was  prudently 
concealed  from  the  natives  of  the  ifland.  The  troops  embarked  in 
one  hundred  and  twenty  gallies  at  the  port  of  Cagliari,  caft  anchor 
the  third  day  on  the  confines  of  Mauritania,  and  haflily  purfued 
their  march  to  join  the  royal  ftandard  in  the  camp  of  Bulla.  Mourn- 
ful was  the  interview : the  two  brothers  embraced  j they  wept  in 
filence  ; no  qucflions  were  afkecl  of  the  Sardinian  viiftory  ; no  en- 
quiries were  made  of  the  African  misfortunes  : they  law  before  their 
eyes  the  whole  extent  of  their  calamities ; and  the  abfcncc  of  their 
wives  and  children  afforded  a melancholy  proof,  that  either  death 
or  captivity  had  been  their  lot.  The  languid  fpirit  of  the  Van- 
dals was  at  length  awakened  and  united  by  the  entreaties  of  their 
king,  the  example  of  Zano,  and  the  inftant  danger  which  threatened 
their  monarchy  and  religion.  The  military  ftrength  of  the  nation 
advanced  to  battle  ; and  fuch  was  the  rapid  incrcafe,  that  before 
their  army  reached  Tricameron,  about  twenty  miles  from  Carthage, 
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C XI  f P they  might  boaft,  perhaps  with  fomc  exaggeration,  that  they  fur- 
t „ — j palled,  in  a tenfold  proportion,  the  diminutive  powers  of  the  Ro- 

mans. But  thefe,  powers  were  under  the  command  of  Belifarius ; 
and,  as  he  was  confcious  of  their  fuperior  merit,  he  permitted  the 
Barbarians  to  furprife  him  at  an  unfeafonable  hour.  The  Romans 
were  inftantly  under  arms:  a rivulet  covered  their  front;  the  ca- 
valry formed  the  firft  line,  which  Belifarius  fupported  in  the  center, 
at  the  head  of  five  hundred  guards ; the  infantry,  at  fome  diftance, 
was  polled  in  the  fecond  line ; and  the  vigilance  of  the  general 
watched  the  feparate  Ration  and  ambiguous  faith  of  the  Maflagetar, 
who  fecrctly  referved  their  aid  for  the  conquerors.  The  hillorian 
has  inferted,  and  the  reader  may  eafily  fupply,  the  fpeechcs”  of  the 
commanders,  who,  by  arguments  the  moll  appofite  to  their  fitua- 
tion,  inculcated  the  importance  of  victory  and  the  contempt  of  life. 
Zano,  with  the  troops  which  had  followed  him  to  the  conquelt  of 
Sardinia,  was  placed  in  the  center ; and  the  throne  of  Genferic 
might  have  Hood,  if  the  multitude  of  Vandals  had  imitated  their 
intrepid  refolution.  Calling  away  their  lances  and  miflile  weapons, 
they  drew  their  fwords,  and  expected  the  charge : the  Roman  ca- 
valry thrice  palfed  the  rivulet ; they  were  thrice  repulfed  ; and  the 
conflict  was  firmly  maintained,  till  Zano  fell,  and  the  flandard  of 
Belifarius  was  difplayed.  Gelimcr  retreated  to  his  camp;  the  Huns 
joined  the  purfuit ; and  the  vidlors  defpoiled  the  bodies  of  the  flain. 
Yet  no  more  than  fifty  Romans,  and  eight  hundred  Vandals,  were 
found  on  the  field  of  battle ; fo  inconfiderablc  was  the  carnage  of 
a day,  which  extinguifhed  a nation,  and  transferred  the  empire  of 
Africa.  In  the  evening,  Belifarius  led  his  infantry  to  the  attack 
of  the  camp ; and  the  pufillanimous  flight  of  Gclimer  expofed  the 
vanity  of  his  recent  declarations,  that,  to  the  vanquiflied,  death  was 


**  Thcfc  orations  always  exprefs  the  fenfe 
of  the  times,  and  fometimes  of  the  a&ori. 


I have  condenfed  that  fenfe,  and  thrown 
away  declamation. 
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a relief,  life  a burthen,  and  infamy  the  only  objeft  of  terror.  Ills  < 
departure  was  fecret ; but  as  foon  as  the  Vandals  difcovered  that  > 
their  king  had  deferted  them,  they  haftily  difpcrfed,  anxious  only 
for  their  perfonal  fafety,  and  carelefs  of  every  objedt  that  is  dear  or 
valuable  to  mankind.  The  Romans  entered  the  camp  without  re- 
finance ; and  the  wildcft  fcenes  of  diforder  were  veiled  in  the  dark- 
ncfs  and  confufion  of  the  night.  Every  Barbarian  who  met  their 
fwords  was  inhumanly  mafiacred  ; their  widows  and  daughters,  as 
rich  heirs,  or  beautiful  concubines,  were  embraced  by  the  licentious 
foldicrs ; and  avarice  itfelf  was  alinoft  fatiated  with  the  treafures  of 
gold  and  filvcr,  the  accumulated  fruits  of  conqucft  or  ceconomy  in 
a long  period  of  profperity  and  peace.  In  this  frantic  fearch,  the 
troops  even  of  Belifarius  forgot  their  caution  and  refpedt.  Intoxi- 
cated with  lull  and  rapine,  they  explored  in  finall  parties,  or  alone,  the 
adjacent  fields,  the  woods,  the  rocks,  and  the  caverns,  that  might 
poflibly  conceal  any  defirable  prize  : laden  with  booty,  they  deferted 
their  ranks,  and  wandered,  without  a guide,  on  the  high-road  to 
Carthage ; and  if  the  flying  enemies  had  dared  to  return,  very  few 
of  the  conquerors  would  have  efcaped.  Deeply  fenfible  of  the  dis- 
grace and  danger,  Belifarius  palled  an  apprehenflve  night  on  the 
field  of  vi&ory ; at  the  dawn  of  day,  he  planted  Iris  ftandard  on  a 
hill,  recalled  his  guards  and  veterans,  and  gradually  rcllored  the 
modefty  and  obedience  of  the  camp.  It  was  equally  the  concern  of 
the  Roman  general  to  fubdue  the  hoftile,  and  to  fave  the  proftrate 
Barbarian : and  the  fuppliant  Vandals,  who  could  be  found  only 
in  churches,  were  protected  by  his  authority,  difarmed,  and  fepa- 
rately  confined,  that  they  might  neither  difturb  the  public  peace, 
nor  become  the  vidlims  of  popular  revenge.  After  difpatching  a 
light  detachment  to  tread  the  footlleps  of  Geliraer,  he  advanced 
with  his  whole  army,  about  ten  days  inarch,  as  far  as  Hippo 
Vol.  IV.  U Regius, 
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Regiu9,  which  no  longer  poflefled  the  relics  of  St.  Auguftin1*.  The 
feafon,  and  the  certain  intelligence  that  the  Vandal  had  fled  to  the 
inacceflible  country  of  the  Moors,  determined  Belilarius  to  rclinquilh 
the  vain  purfuit,  and  to  fix  his  winter-quarters  at  Carthage.  From 
thence  he  difpatched  his  principal  lieutenant,  to  inform  the  emperor, 
that,  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  he  had  atchieved  the  conqueft 
of  Africa. 

Belifarius  fpoke  the  language  of  truth.  The  furviving  Vandals 
yielded,  without  refiftancc,  their  arms  and  their  freedom  : the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Carthage  fubmitted  to  his  prefence ; and  the  more  dilu- 
tant provinces  were  fuccefiively  fubdued  by  the  report  of  his  victory. 
Tripoli  was  confirmed  in  her  voluntary  allegiance ; Sardinia  and 
Corfica  furrendered  to  an  officer,  who  carried,  inftead  of  a fword, 
the  head  of  the  valiant  Zano ; and  the  ifles  of  Majorca,  Minorca, 
and  Yvica,  confented  to  remain  an  humble  appendage  of  the  African 
kingdom.  Caffiarea,  a royal  city,  which  in  loofer  geography  may 
be  confounded  with  the  modern  Algiers,  was  fituatc  thirty  days  march 
to  the  weftward  of  Carthage : by  land,  the  road  was  infefted  by  the 
Moors ; but  the  fea  was  open,  and  the  Romans  were  now  mailers 
of  the  fea.  An  a&ive  and  difcrect  tribune  failed  as  far  as  the 
Streights,  where  he  occupied  Scptem  or  Ceuta”,  which  riles  op- 


**  The  relies  of  St.  Auguftin  were  carried 
by  the  African  bilhops  to  their  Sardinian 
exile  (A.D.  500.);  and  it  was  believed  in 
the  viii,h  century  that  Liutprand,  king  of  the 
Lombards,  tranfported  them  (A.  D.  721.) 
from  Sardinia  to  Pavia.  In  the  year  1695, 
the  Auguftin  friars  of  that  city  found  a brick 
arch,  marble  coffin,  filter  cafe,  filk  wrapper, 
bones,  blood,  Arc.  and  perhaps  an  inferip- 
tion  of  Agoftino  in  Gothic  letters.  But  this 
ufeful  difeovery  has  been  difputcd  by  reafon 
and  jealoufy  (Baronius,  Anna!.  A.  D.  725. 
N°  2 — 9.  Tillcmont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xiii. 


p.  944.  Montfaucon,  Diariam  Ital.  p.  2 6— 
50.  Muratori,  Antiq.  Ital.  Mcdii  JEvi, 
tom.  v.  diflert.  lviii.  p.  9.  who  had  compofed 
a feparate  treatife  before  the  decree  of  the 
bilhop  of  Pavia,  and  Pope  Benedict  XIII.). 

Ta  t»{  vo>urn*;  wfotyua,  is  the  expreffion 
of  Procopius  (de  Edific.  1.  vi.  c.  7.).  Ceuta, 
which  has  been  defaced  by  the  Portuguefe, 
ftourilhed  in  nobles  and  palaces,  in  agricuU 
ture  and  manufactures,  under  the  more  pro- 
fperous  reign  of  the  Arabs  (PAfrique  de  Mar- 
mol,  tom.  ii.  p.  236.), 
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polite  to  Gibraltar  on  the  African  coaft:  that  remote  place  was  c 
afterwards  adorned  and  fortified  by  Juftinian ; and  he  feems  to  have  ' 
indulged  the  vain  ambition  of  extending  his  empire  to  the  columns 
of  Hercules.  He  received  the  meflengers  of  victory  at  the  time 
when  he  was  preparing  to  publifh  the  pandcdts  of  the  Roman  law  ; 
and  the  devout  or  jealous  emperor  celebrated  the  divine  goodnefs, 
and  confefled,  in  filence,  the  merit  of  his  fuccefsful  general  *\  Im- 
patient to  abolifh  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  tyranny  of  the  Vandals, 
he  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  the  full  eftablifliment  of  the  Catholic 
church.  Her  jurifdidlion,  wealth,  and  immunities,  perhaps  the  mod 
eflential  part  of  epifcopal  religion,  were  reftored  and  amplified 
with  a liberal  hand  ; the  Arian  worfhip  was  fupprefled  ; the  Do- 
natift  meetings  were  proferibed  *';  and  the  fynod  of  Carthage,  by 
the  voice  of  two  hundred  and  feventccn  bilhops”,  applauded  the 
juft  meafure  of  pious  retaliation.  On  fuch  an  occafion,  it  may  not 
be  prefumed,  that  many  orthodox  prelates  were  abfent;  but  the 
comparative  fmallncfs  of  their  number,  which  in  ancient  councils 
had  been  twice  or  even  thrice  multiplied,  mod  clearly  indicates  the 
decay  both  of  the  church  and  date.  While  Juftinian  approved  him- 
felf  the  defender  of  the  faith,  he  entertained  an  ambitious  hope,  that 
his  victorious  lieutenant  would  fpeedily  enlarge  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  dominion  to  the  fpace  which  they  occupied  before  the  invafion 
of  the  Moors  and  Vandals ; and  Belifarius  was  inftructed  to  efta- 
blilh  five  dukes  or  commanders  in  the  convenient  ftations  of  Tripoli, 


14  See  the  fecond  and  third  preamble*  to 
the  Digeft,  or  Pande&s,  promulgated  A.  D. 
533,  December  16.  To  the  titles  of  Vanda- 
Luus  and  Africanus , Juftinian,  or  rather  Beli- 
fariu«,  had  acquired  a juft  claim  : Gethicus 
was  premature,  and  Francicut  fa  lie  and  of- 
fenfive  to  a great  nation. 

*’  See  the  original  a£ls  in  Baronius  (A.  D. 
535.  Nu2i — 54.)*  The  emperor  applauds 

u 


his  own  clemency  to  the  heretics,  cum  fuf- 
ficiat  eis  vivere. 

t6  Dupin  f Geograph.  Sacra  Africans,  p.  lix. 
ad  Optat.  Milev.)  obferves  and  bewails  this 
epifcopal  decay,  in  the  more  profperous  age 
of  the  church,  he  had  noticed  690  bilhoprics  ; 
but  however  minute  were  the  dioccfes,  it  is 
not  probable  that  they  all  exilled  at  the  fame 
time. 

2 Leptis, 
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Lcptis,  Cirta,  Csefarca,  and  Sardinia,  and  to  compute  the  military 
force  of  palatines  or  borderers  that  might  be  fufficient  for  the  de- 
fence of  Africa.  The  kingdom  of  the  Vandals  was  not  unworthy 
of.  the  prefence  of  a Pretorian  prefect ; and  four  conl'ulars,  three 
prelidents,  were  appointed  to  adminifler  the  feven  provinces  under 
his  civil  jurifdi&ion.  The  number  of  their  fubordinate  officers, 
clerks,  meffengers,  or  affi  Rants,  was  minutely  exprefled  ; three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fix  for  the  prefect  himfelf,  fifty  for  each  of  his 
vicegerents ; and  the  rigid  definition  of  their  fees  and  falaries  was 
more  effectual  to  confirm  the  right,  than  to  prevent  the  abufe. 
Thefe  magiftrates  might  be  oppreffive,  but  they  were  not  idle  : and 
the  fubtle  queftions  of  jufticc  and  revenue  were  infinitely  propa- 
gated under  the  new  government,  which  profeffed  to  revive  the 
freedom  and  equity  of  the  Roman  republic.  The  conqueror  was 
folicitous  to  extract  a prompt  and  plentiful  fupply  from  his  African 
fubje&s ; and  he  allowed  them  to  claim,  even  in  the  third  degree, 
and  from  the  collateral  line,  the  houfes  and  lands  of  which  their 
families  had  been  unjuflly  defpoiled  by  the  Vandals.  After  the 
departure  of  Belifarius,  who  afted  by  an  high  and  fpecial  commif- 
fion,  no  ordinary  provifion  was  made  for  a mafler-gencral  of  the 
forces : but  the  office  of  Pretorian  prefect  was  intruded  to  a foldier  j 
the  civil  and  military  powers  were  united,  according  to  the  practice 
of  Juftiniari,  in  the  chief  governor;  and  the  reprefentative  of  the 
emperor  in  Africa  as  well  as  in  Italy,  was  foon  diftinguifhed  by 
the  appellation  of  Exarch". 

Yet  the  conqucft  of  Africa  was  imperfect,  till  her  former  fove- 
reign  was  delivered,  either  alive  or  dead,  into  the  hands  of  the  Ro- 
mans. Doubtful  of  the  event,  Gelimer  had  given  fecret  orders 


17  The  African  laws  of  Juftinian  are  illuf-  11017.  Novell.  36,  37.  131. 
trued  by  hir  German  biographer  (Cod.  I.i.  yuan.  p.  349 — 377.). 
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tli at  a part  of  his  treafure  fhould  he  tranfported  to  Spain,  where  he  C H^A  p. 

hoped  to  find  a fecure  refuge  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  the  Vifi-  < , » 

goths.  But  thefe  intentions  were  difappointed  by  accident,  treachery, 
and  the  indefatigable  purfuit  of  his  enemies,  who  intercepted  his 
flight  from  the  fea-fhore,  and  chaced  the  unfortunate  monarch,  with 
fome  faithful  followers,  to  the  inacceflible  mountain  of  Papua”,  in 
the  inland  country  of  Numidia.  He  was  immediately  befieged  by 
Pharas,  an  officer  whofe  truth  and  fobriety  were  the  more  ap- 
plauded, as  fuch  qualities  could  be  feldom  found  among  the  Heruli, 
the  mod  corrupt  of  the  Barbarian  tribes.  To  his  vigilance  Belifa- 
rius  had  entrufted  this  important  charge ; and,  after  a bold  attempt 
to  fcale  the  mountain,  in  which  he  loft  an  hundred  and  ten  fcldiers, 

Pharas  expedled,  during  a winter  fiege,  the  operation  of  diftrefs  and 
famine  on  the  mind  of  the  Vandal  king.  From  the  fofteft  habits  of 
pleafure,  from  the  unbounded  command  of  induftry  and  wealth,  he 
was  reduced  to  ffiare  the  poverty  of  the  Moors”,  fupportable  only 
to  themfelves  by  their  Ignorance  of  a happier  condition.  In  their 
rude  hovels,  of  mud  and  hurdles,  which  confined  the  finoke  and 
excluded  the  light,  they  promifeuoufly  flept  on  the  ground,  perhaps 
on  a iheep-fkin,  with  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  cattle. 

Sordid  and  fcanty  were  their  garments  ; the  life  of  bread  and  wine 
was  unknown ; and  their  oaten  or  barley  cakes,  imperfectly  baked 
in  the  afhes,  were  devoured  almoft  in  a crude  ftate  by  the  hungry 
lavages.  The  health  of  Gclimcr  mull  have  funk  under  thefe  ftrange 
and  unwonted  hardfhips,  from  whatfoever  caufc  they  had  been  en- 

**  Mount  Papua  is  placed  by  d'Anrilie  reprefents  the  manners  of  the  Bedoweens  and 
(tom.  its.  p.  92.  and  Tabu].  Imp.  Rom.  Oc-  Kabytcs,  the  tad  of  whom,  by  their  lan- 
cident.)  near  Hippo  Regius  and  the  fca  ; yet  guage.  are  the  remnant  of  the  Moors : yet 
this  lituation  ill  agrees  with  the  long  purfuit  how  changed — how  civilized  are  thefe  mo- 
, beyond  Hippo,  and  the  words  of  Procopius  dern  favages !— provifiofls  are  plenty  among 
|I.  ii.  c.  4.),  i.  tut  SufM^taK  irganir.  them,  and  bread  is  common. 

**  thaw  (Travels, p.  120.)  mull  accurately 

dured  $ 
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’•  dured ; but  bis  actual  mifery  was  embittered  by  the  recollection  of 

> part  greatnels,  the  daily  infolence  of  his  protestors,  and  the  juft 
apprehenfion,  that  the  light  and  venal  Moors  might  be  tempted  to 
betray  the  rights  of  hofpitality.  The  knowledge  of  his  fituation 
dictated  the  humane  and  friendly  epiftle  of  Pharas.  “ Like  yourfelf,” 
faid  the  chief  of  the  Heruli,  “ I am  an  illiterate  Barbarian,  but  I fpeak 
“ the  language  of  plain  feufe,  and  an  honeft  heart.  Why  will  you 
“ perfift  in  hopelefs  obftinacy  ? Why  will  you  ruin  yourfelf,  your 
“ family,  and  nation  ? The  love  of  freedom  and  abhorrence  of  fla- 
“ very  ? Alas ! my  dearcft  Gclimer,  are  you  not  already  the  worft  of 
“ Haves,  the  Have  of  the  vile  nation  of  the  Moors  ? Would  it  not  be 
“ preferable  to  fuftain  at  Conftantinoplc  a life  of  poverty  and  fervitude, 
“ rather  than  to  reign  the  undoubted  monarch  of  the  mountain  of 
“ Papua  ? Do  you  think  it  a difgrace  to  be  the  fubjcCt  of  Juftinian? 
“ Belifarius  is  his  lubjeCt ; and  we  ourfelvcs,  whofe  birth  is  not  in- 
“ ferior  to  your  own,  are  not  afhamed'  of  our  obedience  to  the  Ro- 
“ man  emperor.  That  generous  prince  will  grant  you  a rich  inhe- 
“ ritance  of  lands,  a place  in  the  fenate,  and  the  dignity  of  Patri- 
“ cian : fuch  are  his  gracious  intentions,  and  you  may  depend  with 
“ full  aflurance  on  the  word  of  Belifarius.  So  long  as  heaven  has 
“ condemned  us  to  fuffer,  patience  is  a virtue  ; but  if  we  rejcCt  the 
“ proffered  deliverance,  it  degenerates  into  blind  and  ftupid  de- 
“ fpair.”  “ I am  not  infenfible,”  replied  the  king  of  the  Vandals, 
“ how  kind  and  rational  is  your  advice.  But  I cannot  perfuade 
**  myfelf  to  become  the  Have  of  an  unjuft  enemy,  who  has  deferred 
“ my  implacable  hatred.  Him  I had  never  injured  either  by  word 
“ or  deed : yet  he  has  fent  againft  me,  I know  not  from  whence, 
“ a certain  Belifarius,  who  has  caft  me  headlong  from  the  throne 
“ into  tliis  abyfs  of  mifery.  Juftinian  is  a man;  he  is  a prince; 
“ does  he  not  dread  for  himfelf  a fimilar  reverie  of  fortune  ? I can 
“ write  no  more : my  grief  opprelfcs  me.  Send  me,  I befeech  you, 

“ my 
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“ my  dear  Pharas,  fend  me,  a lyre10,  a fpunge,  and  a loaf  of  bread.” 

From  the  Vandal  meffenger,  Pharas  was  informed  of  the  motives 
of  this  fmgular  requeft.  It  was  long  fince  the  king  of  Africa  had 
tailed  bread  ; a defluxion  had  fallen  on  his  eyes,  the  effect  of  fatigua 
or  incelfant  weeping  ; and  he  wiflied  to  folacc  the  melancholy  hours, 
by  finging  to  the  lyre  the  fad  ftory  of  his  own  misfortunes.  The 
humanity  of  Pharas  was  moved ; he  fent  the  three  extraordinary 
gifts  ; but  even  his  humanity  prompted  him  to  redouble  the  vigi- 
lance of  his  guard,  that  he  might  fooner  compel  his  prifoner  to  em- 
brace a refolution  advantageous  to  the  Romans,  but  falutary  to  him- 
felf.  The  obllinacy  of  Gclimer  at  length  yielded  to  reafon  and  ne- 
ceflity ; the  folemn  alfurances  of  fafety  and  honourable  treatment 
were  ratified  in  the  emperor’s  name,  by  the  ambaflador  of  Belifa- 
rius ; and  the  king  of  the  Vandals  defeended  from  the  mountain. 

The  firft  public  interview  was  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Carthage ; 
and  when  the  royal  captive  accolled  his  conqueror,  he  burll  into  a 
fit  of  laughter.  The  crowd  might  naturally  believe,  that  extreme.  • 
grief  had  deprived  Gelimer  of  his  fenfes  j but  in  this  mournful 
Hate,  unfcafohablc  mirth  infinuated  to  more  intelligent  obfervers, 
that  the  vain  and  tranfitory  fcencs  of  human  greatnefs  are  unworthy 
of  a ferious  thought1'. 

Their  contempt  was  foon  jullificd  by  a new  example  of  a vulgar  R«,orB  an<* 

, . „ ,,  . - . triumph  of 

truth ; that  flattery  adheres  to  power,  and  envy  to  fupenor  merit.  Bclibrigi. 
The  chiefs  of  the  Roman  army  prefumed  to  think  themfelves  the  Autumn* 
rivals  of  an  hero.  Their  private  dilpatches  malicioufly  affirmed,  that 


P. 


50  By  Procopius  it  is  ftylcd  nljrt  ; perhaps 
harp  would  have  been  more  national.  The 
ioftruments  of  mufic  are  thus  di ding nifli ed  by 
Vcnantius  Fortunatus: 

Romanufque  fprd  tibi  plaudit,  Barbarus 
bar  pa, 

11  Herodotus  elegantly  deferibes  the  Grange 
effects  of  grief  in  another  royal  captive,  Pfain- 

I 


metichos  of  Egypt,  who  wept  at  the  letter, 
and  was  filent  at  the  greatett  of  his  calamities 
(1.  iii.  c.  14.).  In  the  interview  of  Paulas 
yEmilius  and  Perfes,  Bclifarius  might  ttudy 
his  part : but  it  is  probable  that  he  never  read 
either  Livy  or  Plutarch  ; and  it  is  certain  that 
his  geoerofity  did  not  need  a tutor. 

the 
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’•  the  conqueror  of  Africa,  flrong  in  his  reputation  and  the  public 
’ love,  confpircd  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  the  Vandals.  Jufti- 
nian  lillened  with  too  patient  an  car ; and  his  filence  was  the  refult 
of  jealoufy  rather  than  of  confidence.  An  honourable  alternative, 
of  remaining  in  the  province,  or  of  returning  to  the  capital,  was 
indeed  fubmitted  to  the  difcrction  of  Belifarius ; but  he  wifely  con- 
cluded from  intercepted  letters,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  fovereign’s 
temper,  that  he  mull  either  reiig’n  his  head,  ere£t  his  flandard,  or 
confound  his  enemies  by  his  prefence  and  fubmiflion.  Innocence 
and  courage  decided  his  choice : his  guards,  captives,  and  treafures, 
were  diligently  embarked  ; and  fo  profperous  was  the  navigation, 
* that  his  arrival  at  Conftantinople  preceded  any  certain  account  of  his 
departure  from  the  port  of  Carthage.  Such  unfufpefting  loyalty 
removed  the  apprehenfions  of  Juflinian:  envy  was  filcnced  and  in- 
flamed by  the  public  gratitude  ; and  the  third  Africanus  obtained  the 
honours  of  a triumph,  a ceremony  which  the  city  of  Conflantinc 
had  never  feen,  and  which  ancient  Rome,  fince  the  reign  of  Tibe- 
rius, had  referved  for  the  at/Jpichus  arms  of  the  Ca’fars11.  From  the 
palace  of  Belifarius,  the  proceflion  was  conduced  through  the  prin- 
cipal ftreets  to  the  hippodrome ; and  this  memorable  day  feemed  to 
avenge  the  injuries  of  Gcnferic,  and  to  expiate  the  flume  of  the 
Romans.  The  wealth  of  nations  was  difplayed,  the  trophies  of 
martial  or  effeminate  luxury : rich  armour,  golden  thrones,  and  the 
chariots  of  flate  which  had  been  ufed  by  the  Vandal  queen ; the 
mafly  furniture  of  the  royal  banquet,  the  fplcndour  of  precious 
flones,  the  elegant  forms  of  ftatues  and  vafes,  the  more  fubftantial 
treafure  of  gold,  and  the  holy  veflels  of  the  Jewifli  temple,  which, 
after  their  long  peregrination,  were  rcfpe&fully  depoflted  in  the 

After  the  title  of  imferator  had  loft  the  rie,  Mem.  de  l'Academie,  tom.  xxt.  p.  302 — 
old  military  fenfe,  and  the  Roman  aufpictt  332.),  a triumph  might  be  given  with  Jefs  in- 
werc  abolifiicd  by  Chriftianity  (fee  La  Biete-  conftftency  to  a private  general. 

3 Chriflian 
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Chriftian  church  of  Jerufalem.  A long  train  of  the  nobleft  Van- 
dals reluctantly  cxpofed  their  lofty  ftature  and  manly  countenance. 
Gelimer  (lowly  advanced : he  was  clad  in  a purple  robe,  and  (till 
maintained  the  majefty  of  a king.  Not  a tear  efcaped  from  his  eyes, 
not  a figh  was  heard ; but  his  pride  or  piety  derived  fome  fecret 
confolation  from  the  words  of  Solomon”,  which  he  repeatedly  pro- 
nounced, vanity!  vanity!  ALL  is  vanity  ! Inftead  of  amend- 
ing a triumphal  car  drawn  by  four  horfes  or  elephants,  the 
modeft  conqueror  marched  on  foot  at  the  head  of  his  brave  com- 
panions : his  prudence  might  decline  an  honour  too  confpicu- 
ous  for  a fubjeCk ; and  his  magnanimity  might  juftly  difdain  what 
had  been  fo  often  fullied  by  the  vileft  of  tyrants.  The  glori- 
ous proceflion  entered  the  gate  of  the  hippodrome ; was  faluted  by 
the  acclamations  of  the  fenatc  and  people ; and  halted  before  the 
throne  where  Juftinian  and  Theodora  were  feated  to  receive  the 
homage  of  the  captive  monarch  and  the  victorious  hero.  They 
both  performed  the  cuftomary  adoration ; and  falling  proftrate  on 
the  ground,  refpeCtfully  touched  the  footllool  of  a prince  who  had 
not  un(heathed  his  fword,  and  of  a proftitute,  who  had  danced  on 
the  theatre  : fome  gentle  violence  was  ufed  to  bend  the  ftubborn 
fpirit  of  the  grandfon  of  Genferic  ; and  however  trained  to  fervitude, 
the  genius  of  Belifarius  mull  have  fecrctly  rebelled.  He  was  imme- 
diately declared  conful  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  the  day  of  his  in- 
auguration refembled  the  pomp  of  a fecond  triumph : his  curulc 
chair  was  borne  aloft  on  the  (houlders  of  captive  Vandals  ; and  the 
fpoils  of  war,  gold  cups,  and  rich  girdles,  were  profufely  fcattered 
among  the  populace. 

**  If  the  Ecclefiaites  be  truly  a work  of  So-  learned  and  free-fpirited  Grotlus  (Opp.Theo- 
lomon,  and  not,  like  Prior’s  poem,  a pious  log.  tom.  i.  p.  *58.):  and  indeed  the  Eccle- 
and  moral  compofiiion  of  more  recent  times,  fialles  and  Proverbs  ditplay  a larger  compafs 
in  his  name,  and  on  the  fubje&  of  his  re-  of  thought  and  experience  than  feem  to  be- 
pentance.  The  latter  is  the  opinion  of  the  long  either  to  a Jew  or  a king. 

Vol.  IV.  X But 
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But  the  purefl  reward  of  Bclifarius  was  in  the  faithful  execution 
of  a treaty  for  which  his  honour  had  been  pledged  to  the  king  of 
the  Vandals.  The  religious  fcruples  of  Gelimer,  who  adhered  to 
the  Arian  herefy,  were  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  fenator  or 
patrician : but  he  received  from  the  emperor  an  ample  eftate  in  the 
province  of  Galatia,  where  the  abdicated  monarch  retired  with  his 
family  and  friends,  to  a life  of  peace,  of  affluence,  and  perhaps  of 
content'*.  The  daughters  of  Hilderic  were  entertained  with  the 
refpeftful  tendernefs  due  to  their  age  and  misfortune  ; and  Juflinian 
and  Theodora  accepted  the  honour  of  educating  and  enriching  the 
female  defendants  of  the  great  Thcodofius.  The  braveft  of  the 
Vandal  youth  were  diftributed  into  five  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  which 
adopted  the  name  of  their  benefactor,  and  fupported  in  the  Perfian 
wars  the  glory  of  their  anceftors.  But  thefe  rare  exceptions,  the 
reward  of  birth  or  valour,  are  infufficient  to  explain  the  fate  of  a 
nation,  whofe  numbers,  before  a fhort  and  bloodlefs  war,  amounted 
to  more  than  fix  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  After  die  exile  of 
their  king  and  nobles,  the  fervilc  crowd  might  purthafe  their  fafety, 
by  abjuring  their  character,  religion,  and  language  ; and  their  de- 
generate pofterity  would  be  infenfibly  mingled  with  the  common 
herd  of  African  fubjeCts.  Yet  even  in  the  prefent  age,  and  in  the 
heart  of  the  Moorifh  tribes,  a curious  traveller  has  difeovered  the 
white  complexion  and  long  flaxen  hair  of  a northern  race  “ ; and  it 
was  formerly  believed,  that  the  boldcft  of  the  Vandals  fled  beyond 
the  power,  or  even  the  knowledge,  of  the  Romans,  to  enjoy  their 


**  Id  the  Bell  (hire  of  Marmontcl,  the  king 
and  the  conqueror  of  Africa  meet,  fup,  and 
converfe,  without  reconciling  each  other.  It 
ii  furely  a fault  of  that  romance,  that  not  only 
the  hero,  but  alt  to  whom  he  had  been  fo 
confpicuoufly  known,  appear  to  have  loll  their 
ayes  or  their  memory.  * 

11  Shaw,  p.  59.  Yet  Cnee  Procopiui  (I.  ii. 


c.  13.)  fpeaks  of  a people  of  mount  Atlas,  as 
already  dillinguilhed  by  white  bodies  and  yel- 
low hair,  the  phenomenon  (which  is  likewife 
vifible  in  the  Andes  of  Pern,  Buffon,  tom.  iii. 
p.  $04.)  may  naturally  beaferibed  to  the  ele- 
vation of  the  ground  and  the  temperature  of 
the  air. 

folitary 
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folltary  freedom  on  the  fhores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean’4.  Africa  had  CHAP. 
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been  their  empire,  it  became  their  prifon  ; nor  could  they  entertain  ■ . _ f 

an  hope,  or  even  a with,  of  returning  to  the  banks  of  the  Elbe, 
where  their  brethren,  of  a fpirit  lefs  adventurous,  ftill  wandered  in 
their  native  forefts.  It  was  impofliblc  for  cowards  to  furmount  the 
barriers  of  unknown  feas  and  hoftiie  Barbarians : it  was  impoflible 
for  brave  men  to  expofe  their  nakednefs  and  defeat  before  the 
eyes  of  their  countrymen,  to  del'cribe  the  kingdoms  which  they  had 
loft,  and  to  claim  a ftiare  of  the  humble  inheritance,  which,  in  a 
happier  hour,  they  had  almoft  unanimoully  renounced  In  the 
country  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder,  feveral  populous  villages 
of  Lulatia  are  inhabited  by  the  Vandals : they  ftill  preferve  their 
language,  their  cuftoms,  and  the  purity  of  their  blood ; fupport 
with  fome  impatience,  the  Saxon,  or  Pruflian  yoke  ; and  ferve  w ith 
fecret  and  voluntary  allegiance,  the  defeendant  of  their  ancient  kings, 
who  in  his  garb  and  prefent  fortune  is  confounded  with  the  meaneft 
of  his  valfals  The  name  and  fituation  of  this  unhappy  people 
might  indicate  their  defeent  from  one  common  flock  with  the  con- 
querors of  Africa.  But  the  ufe  of  a Sclavonian  dialed  more  clearly 
reprefents  them  as  the  laft  remnant  of  the  new  colonies,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  genuine  Vandals,  already  fcattered  or  deftroyed  in  the 
age  of  Procopius’*. 

If 


3e  The  geographer  of  Rarenna  (I.  iii.  c.  xS. 
p.  129,  130,  131.  Paris,  1688.)  deferibes  the 
Mauritania  Gad' it  ana  (oppofitc  to  Cadiz),  ubi 
gens  Vandalorum,  a Belifario  devi&a  in  Afri- 
ca, fugit,  ct  nunquim  com  par  u it. 

i7  A (ingle  voice  had  protetted,  and  Gen- 
eric di  (milled,  without  a forma)  anfwcr,  the 
Vandals  of  Germany:  but  thofc  of  Africa 
derided  his  prudence,  and  atte&cd  to  defpife 
the  poverty  of  their  forcIU  (Procopius,  Van- 
dal. ].  i.  c.  22.). 

X 


58  From  the  mouth  of  the  great  ele&or  (in 
1687),  Tollius  deferibes  the  fecrct  royalty  and 
rebellious  fpirit  of  the  Vandals  of  Branden- 
burgh,  who  could  mutter  five  or  fix  thoufand 
foldiers  who  had  procured  fome  cannon.  See, 
(Itincrar.  Hungar.  p.  42.  apud  I)u bos,  Hitt, 
dc  la  Monarchie  Fran^oifc,  tom.  i.  p.  182, 
183.).  The  veracity,  not  of  the  eleAor,  but 
of  Tollius  himfelf,  may  juilly  be  Aifpetfed. 

,v  Procopius  (1.  i.  c.  22.)  was  in  total  dark* 
nefs— TK  «Jl  OrtftM  1;  !£** 
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Manners  and 
defeat  of  the 
Moors, 

A.  D.  53j. 


If  Belifariu3  had  been  tempted  to  hefitate  in  his  allegiance,  he 
might  have  urged,  even  again!!  the  emperor  hiinfelf,  the  indif- 
penfable  duty  of  faving  Africa  from  an  enemy  more  barbarous  than 
the  Vandals.  The  origin  of  the  Moors  is  involved  in  darknefs : 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  letters  *\  Their  limits  cannot  be 
precifely  defined  : a boundlefs  continent  was  open  to  the  Libyan 
fhepherds ; the  change  of  feafons  and  paftures  regulated  their  mo- 
tions ; and  their  rude  huts  and  flender  furniture  were  tranfported 
with  the  fame  eafe  as  their  arms,  their  families,  and  their  cattle, 
which  confided  of  fheep,  oxen,  and  camels*'.  During  the  vigour 
of  the  Roman  power,  they  obferved  a refpe&ful  didance  from  Car- 
thage and  the  fea-fhore  ; under  the  feeble  reign  of  the  Vandals,  they 
invaded  the  cities  of  Numidia,  occupied  the  fca-coad  from  Tangier 
to  Caefarea,  and  pitched  their  camps,  with  impunity,  in  the  fertile 
province  of  Byzacium.  The  formidable  drength  and  artful  con- 
duct of  Belifarius  fecured  the  neutrality  of  the  Moorifti  princes, 
whofe  vanity  afpired  to  receive,  in  the  emperor’s  name,  the  enfigns 
of  their  regal  dignity*1.  They  were  adoni/hed  by  the  rapid  event, 
and  trembled  in  the  prefence  of  their  conqueror.  But  his  approach- 
ing departure  foon  relieved  the  apprehenfions  of  a favage  and  fu- 
perllitious  people  ; the  number  of  their  wives  allowed  them  to  dif- 
regard  the  fafety  of  their  infant  hodages  ; and  when  the  Roman 


Under  the  reign  of  Dagobert  (A.  D.  630.), 
the  Sdavonian  tribes  of  the  Sorbi  and  Venrdi 
already  bordered  on  Thuringia  (Matcou,  Hill, 
of  the  Germans,  xv.  3,  4,  5 ). 

40  oalluft  reprefents  the  Moors  as  a rem- 
nant of  the  army  of  Heracles  (de  Bell.  Ju- 
gurth.  c 21.),  and  Procopius  (Vandal,  I,  ii* 
c.  10.)  as  the  pofterity  of  the  Cananxans  w ho 
fled  from  the  robber  Jolhua  He 

quotes  two  columns,  with  a Phoenician  in- 

feription.  I believe  in  the  columns  — I doubt 
the  infeription— and  I reject  the  pedigree. 


41  Virgil  (Georgic.  iii.  339.)  and  Pompo- 
nius  Mela  (i,  8.)  deferibe  the  wandering  life 
of  the  African  fhepherds,  fimilar  to  that  of 
the  Arabs  and  Tartars ; and  Shaw  (p.  222.) 
is  the  bdl  commentator  on  the  poet  and  the 
geographer. 

4*  The  cuflomary  gifts  were  a feeptre,  a 
crown  or  cap,  a white  cloak,  a figured  tunic 
and  fhoes,  all  adorned  with  gold  and  fllver; 
nor  were  thefe  precious  metals  left  acceptable 
in  the  fhape  of  coin  (Procop.  Vandal.  I,  u 
c.  25.). 

general 
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general  hoifted  fail  in  the  port  of  Carthage,  he  heard  the  cries,  and 
almoft  beheld  the  flames,  of  the  defoiated  province.  Yet  he  per- 
filled  in  his  refolution  ; and  leaving  only  a part  of  his  guards  to  re- 
inforce the  feeble  garrifons,  he  entrufted  the  command  of  Africa  to 
the  eunuch  Solomon41,  who  proved  himfelf  not  unworthy  to  be 
the  fuccefior  of  Belifarius.  In  the  firft  invafion,  forne  detachments, 
with  two  officers  of  merit,  were  furprifed  and  intercepted  ; but 
Solomon  fpeedily  aflemblcd  his  troops,  marched  from  Carthage  into 
the  heart  of  the  country,  and  in  two  great  battles  dellroyed  fixty 
thoufand  of  the  Barbarians.  The  Moors  depended  on  their  multi- 
tude, their  fwiftnefs,  and  their  inacceflible  mountains ; and  the 
afpe&  and  fmell  of  their  camels  are  faid  to  have  produced  fome  con- 
fufion  in  the  Roman  cavalry44.  But  as  foon  as  they  were  com- 
manded to  difmount,  they  derided  this  contemptible  obflacle : as 
foon  as  the  columns  afeended  the  hills,  the  naked  and  diforderly 
crowd  was  dazzled  by  glittering  arms  and  regular  evolutions ; and 
the  menace  of  their  female  prophets  was  repeatedly  fulfilled,  that 
the  Moors  Ihould  be  difeomfited  by  a bcardkft  antagonifl.  The  vic- 
torious eunuch  advanced  thirteen  days  journey  from  Carthage,  to 
befiege  mount  Aurafius 41,  the  citadel,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
garden  of  Numidia.  That  range  of  hills,  a branch  of  the  great 
Atlas,  contains  within  a circumference  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 

492.  edit.  Hutchinfon.  Polysen.  Stratagem, 
vii.  6.  Plin.  Hill.  Nat.  viii.  z6.  i&lian  dc 
Natur.  Animal.  I.  iii.  c.  7.) ; but  ic  is  dif- 
proved  by  daily  experience,  and  derided  by 
the  bed  judges,  the  Orientals  (Voyage  d’OIea- 
rim,  p.  553.). 

45  Procopius  it  the  firft  who  deferibes  mount 
Aurafius  (Vandal.  I.  ii.  c.  13.  Dc  Edific. 
J.  vi.  c.  7 ).  He  may  be  compared  with  Leo 
Africanus  (dell  Africa,  parte  v.  in  Ramufio, 
tom.  i»  fol.  77.  re&o.),  Mirmol  (tom.  ii. 
p.  430.),  and  Shaw  (p.  56—59.). 

miles, 


43  See  the  African  government  and  war- 
fare of  Solomon,  in  Procopius  (Vandal.  I.  ii. 
c.  io,  1 1,  12,  13.  19,  20.).  He  was  recalled, 
and  again  reftcred ; and  his  laft  victory  dates 
in  the  xiLth  year  of  Juftinian  (A.  D.  539.). 
An  accident  in  his  childhood  had  rendered 
him  an  eunuch  (I.  i.  c.  11.) : the  other  Ro- 
man generals  were  amply  furnilhcJ  with 
beards,  Vk7u«{  rn-iwttini  (1.  ii.  c.  8.). 

44  This  natural  antipathy  of  the  horfe  for 
the  camel,  is  aiHrmed  by  the  ancients  (Xeno- 
phon. Cyropxd.  J.  vi.  p.  438.  1.  vii.  p.  483. 
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miles,  a rare  variety  of  foil  and  climate  ; the  intermediate  vallies 
and  elevated  plains  abound  with  rich  paftures,  perpetual  ftreams, 
and  fruits  of  a delicious  tafle  and  uncommon  magnitude.  This  fair 
folitude  is  decorated  with  the  ruins  of  Lambcfa,  a Roman  city  once 
the  feat  of  a legion,  and  the  refidence  of  forty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
The  Ionic  temple  of  jEfculapius  is  encompafled  with  Moorifh  huts  ; 
and  the  cattle  now  graze  in  the  midft  of  an  amphitheatre,  under  the 
{hade  of  Corinthian  columns.  A Iharp  perpendicular  rock  rifes 
above  the  level  of  the  mountain,  where  the  African  princes  depofited 
their  wives  and  treafure ; and  a proverb  is  familiar  to  the  Arabs,  that 
the  man  may  eat  fire,  who  dares  to  attack  the  craggy  cliffs  and  in- 
hofpitable  natives  of  mount  Aurafius.  This  hardy  enterprize  was 
twice  attempted  by  the  eunuch  Solomon  : from  the  firft,  he  retreated 
with  fome  difgrace ; and  in  the  fecond,  his  patience  and  provilions 
were  almoft  exhaufled  ; and  he  mud  again  have  retired,  if  he  had 
not  yielded  to  the  impetuous  courage  of  his  troops,  who  audacioufly 
fealed,  to  the  aflonifhmcnt  of  the  Moors,  the  mountain,  the  hoftile 
camp,  and  the  fummit  of  the  Geminian  rock.  A citadel  was  erected 
to  fecure  this  important  conquefl,  and  to  remind  the  Barbarians  of 
their  defeat : and  as  Solomon  purfued  his  march  to  the  weft,  the 
long-loft  province  of  Mauritanian  Sitifi  was  again  annexed  to  the 
Roman  empire.  The  Moorifh  war  continued  feveral  years  after 
the  departure  of  Belifarius ; but  the  laurels  which  he  refigned  to  a 
faithful  lieutenant,  may  be  juftly  aferibed  to  his  own  triumph. 

The  experience  of  paft  faults,  which  may  fometimes  correct  the 
mature  age  of  an  individual,  is  feldom  profitable  to  the  fucceflive 
generations  of  mankind.  The  nations  of  antiquity,  carelefs  of  each 
other’s  fafety,  were  feparatcly  vanquifhed  and  enflaved  by  the  Ro- 
mans. This  awful  leffon  might  have  inftrudtcd  the  Barbarians  of 
the  Weft  to  oppofe,  with  timely  counfels  and  confederate  arms,  the 
1 2 unbounded 
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unbounded  ambition  of  Juftinian.  Yet  the  fame  error  was  repeated,  c H * p. 
the  fame  confequences  were  felt,  and  the  Goths,  both  of  Italy  and  s-  — v — J, 
Spain,  infenlible  of  their  approaching  danger,  beheld  with  indiffer- 
ence, and  even  with  joy,  the  rapid  downfal  of  the  Vandals.  After 
the  failure  of  the  royal  line,  Theudes,  a valiant  and  powerful  chief, 
afcended  the  throne  of  Spain,  which  he  had  formerly  adminiflered 
in  the  name  of  Thcodoric  and  his  infant  grandfon.  Under  his  com- 
mand, the  Viligoths  belieged  the  fortrel's  of  Ceuta  on  the  African 
coaft  : but,  while  they  fpent  the  l'abbath-day  in  peace  and  devotion, 
the  pious  fecurity  of  their  camp  was  invaded  by  a fally  from  the 
town;  and  the  king  himfelf,  with  fome  difficulty  and  danger,  efcaped 
from  the  hands  of  a facrilegious  enemy**.  It  was  not  long  before 
his  pride  and  refentment  were  gratified  by  a fuppliant  embaffy  from 
the  unfortunate  Gelimer,  who  implored,  in  his  diftrefs,  the  aid  of  the 
Spanilh  monarch.  But  infiead  of  facrificing  thefe  unworthy  paflion* 
to  the  dictates  of  gencrofity  and  prudence,  Theudes  amufed  the 
ambafladors,  till  he  was  fecretly  informed  of  the  lofs  of  Carthage, 
and  then  difiniffed  them  with  obfeure  and  contemptuous  advice,  to 
feek  in  their  native  country  a true  knowledge  of  the  Rate  of  the 
Vandals*’.  The  long  continuance  of  the  Italian  war  delayed  the  ConqueAs  of 
punilhment  of  the  Viligoths  ; and  the  eyes  of  Theudes  were  clofed  In'spai”,211* 

before  they  tafied  the  fruits  of  his  mifiaken  policy.  After  his  death.  A • D- 

' . . , . ' ’ 550—610. 

the  feeptre  of  Spain  was  dilputed  by  a civil  war.  The  weaker  can- 
didate folicited  the  protection  of  Jufiinian,and  ainbitioufly  fubferibed 
a treaty  of  alliance,  which  deeply  wounded  the  independence  and 
happinefs  of  his  country.  Several  cities,  both  on  the  ocean  and  the 
Mediterranean,  were  ceded  to  the  Roman  troops,  who  afterwards 


44  lfidor.  Chron.  p.  722.  edit.  Grot.  Ma- 
riana, Hill.  Hifpan.  I.  v.  e.  8.  p.  173.  Yet 
according  to  Ifidnrc,  the  liege  of  Crota,  and 
the  death  of  Theudis,  happened,  A.  &.  H. 


5S6.  A.  D.  548.  and  the  place  was  defended, 
not  by  the  Vandals,  but  by  the  Romans. 

47  Procopius,  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  34. 

refufed 
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refilled  to  evacuate  thofe  pledges,  as  it  fhould  feem,  either  of  fafety 
or  payment ; and  as  they  were  fortified  by  perpetual  fupplies  from 
Africa,  they  maintained  their  impregnable  ftations,  for  the  mifehiev- 
ous  purpofe  of  inflaming  the  civil  and  religious  factions  of  the  Bar- 
barians. Seventy  years  elapfed  before  this  painful  thorn  could  be 
extirpated  from  the  bofom  of  the  monarchy ; and  as  long  as  the 
emperors  retained  any  fhare  of  thefe  remote  and  ufelefs  poflefTions, 
their  vanity  might  number  Spain  in  the  lift  of  their  provinces,  and 
the  fucccflbrs  of  Alaric  in  the  rank  of  their  vaflals 

The  error  of  the  Goths  who  reigned  in  Italy,  was  lefs  excufable 
than  that  of  the  Spanifh  brethren,  and  their  punifliment  was  ftill 
more  immediate  and  terrible.  From  a motive  of  a private  revenge, 
they  enabled  their  moft  dangerous  enemy  to  deftroy  their  moft  va- 
luable ally.  A After  of  the  great  Theodoric  had  been  given  in  mar- 
riage to  Thrafimond  the  African  king  49 : on  this  occafion,  the  for- 
trefs  of  Lilybseum’0  in  Sicily  was  refigned  to  the  Vandals  ; and  the 
princefs  Amalafrida  was  attended  by  a martial  train  of  one  thoufand 
nobles,  and  five  thoufand  Gothic  foldiers,  who  fignalized  their  va- 
lour in  the  Moorifh  wars.  Their  merit  was  over-rated  by  them- 
felves,  and  perhaps  neglected  by  the  Vandals : they  viewed  the 
country  with  envy,  and  the  conquerors  with  difdain  ; but  their  real 
,or  fictitious  confpiracy  was  prevented  by  a maflacre;  the  Goths 
were  opprefled,  and  the  captivity  of  Amalafrida  was  foon  followed 
by  her  fecret  and  fufpicious  death.  The  eloquent  pen  of  Caffiodo- 
rius  was  employed  to  reproach  the  Vandal  court  with  the  cruel  vio- 


41  See  the  original  Chronicle  of  I fid  ore,  Caifiodorius  (Var.  ix.  I.)  the  expoftulation  of 
and  the  >**  and  vith  books  of  the  Hittory  of  her  royal  brother.  Compare  I ike  wife  the 
Spain  by  Mariana.  The  Romans  were  finally  Chronicle  of  Viflor  Tunnunenfis. 
expelled  by  Suintila  king  of  the  Vifigoths  *°  Lilyba-um  was  built  by  the  Carthagi- 
( A.  D.  62 1 —626.),  after  their  reunion  to  the  nians,  Olymp.  xcv.  4. ; and  in  the  firft  Punic 
Catholic  church.  wax,  a firong  Ctuation,  and  excellent  bar- 

49  See  the  marriage  and  fate  of  Amalafrida  hour,  rendered  that  place  an  important  ob- 
in  Procopius  (Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  8,  9.),  and  in  jett  to  both  nations* 
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lation  of  every  focial  and  public  duty  ; but  the  vengeance  which  he 
threatened  in  the  name  of  his  fovereign,  might  be  derided  with  im- 
punity, as  long  as  Africa  was  protected  by  the  fea,  and  the  Goths 
were  deflitute  of  a navy.  In  the  blind  impotence  of  grief  and  in- 
dignation, they  joyfully  faluted  the  approach  of  the  Romans,  en- 
tertained the  fleet  of  Belifarius  in  the  ports  of  Sicily,  and  were 
fpeedily  delighted  or  alarmed  by  the  furpriling  intelligence,  that 
their  revenge  was  executed  beyond  the  meafurc  of  their  hopes,  or 
perhaps  of  their  withes.  To  their  friendthip  the  emperor  was  in- 
debted for  the  kingdom  of  Africa,  and  the  Goths  might  reafonably 
think,  that  they  were  entitled  to  refume  the  pofleflion  of  a barren 
rock,  fo  recently  feparated  as  a nuptial  gift  from  the  ifland  of  Sicily. 
They  were  foon  undeceived  by  the  haughty  mandate  of  Belifarius, 
which  excited  their  tardy  and  unavailing  repentance.  “ The  city 
“ and  promontory  of  Lilybjcum,”  faid  the  Roman  general,  “ be- 
“ longed  to  the  Vandals,  and  I claim  them  by  the  right  of  conquefl. 

Your  fubmiillon  may  deferve  the  favour  of  the  emperor ; your 
“ obftinacy  will  provoke  his  difpleafure,  and  mud  kindle  a war, 
“ that  can  terminate  only  in  your  utter  ruin.  If  you  compel  us  to 
u take  up  arms,  we  fhall  contend,  not  to  regain  the  pofleflion  of  a 
“ Angle  city,  but  to  deprive  you  of  all  the  provinces  which  you 
“ unjuftly  with-hold  from  their  lawful  fovereign.”  A nation  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers  might  have  fmiled  at  the  vain  menace 
of  Juftinian  and  his  lieutenant : but  a fpirit  of  difeord  and  difaflfec- 
tion  prevailed  in  Italy,  and  the  Goths  fupported,  with  reluctance, 
the  indignity  of  a female  reign”. 

The  birth  of  Amalafontha,  the  regent  and  queen  of  Italy”,  united 
the  two  moll  illuftrious  families  of  the  Barbarians.  Her  mother, 

the 

’■  Compare  the  different  paffagei  of  Pro-  **  For  the  reign  and  character  of  Amala- 
topiua  (VandaJ.  i.ii.  c.  5.  Gothic.  1.  i.  c. 3.)-  -fontha,  fee  Procopius  (Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  2,  3,4. 
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the  filler  of  Clovis,  was  defeended  from  the  long-haired  kings  of  the 
Merovingian  race”;  and  the  regal  fucceffion  of  the  Amali  was  il- 
luftrated  in  the  eleventh  generation,  by  her  father,  the  great  Theo- 
doric,  whofe  merit  might  have  ennobled  a plebeian  origin.  The 
fex  of  his  daughter  excluded  her  from  the  Gothic  throne  \ but  his 
vigilant  tendernefs  for  his  family  and  his  people  difeovered  the  laft 
heir  of  the  royal  line,  whofe  anceftors  had  taken  refuge  in  Spain ; 
and  the  fortunate  Eutharic  was  fuddenly  exalted  to  the  rank  of  a 
conful  and  a prince.  He  enjoyed  only  a fhort  time  the  charms  of 
Amalafontha,  and  the  hopes  of  the  fucceffion  ; and  his  widow,  after 
the  death  of  her  hufband  and  father,  was  left  the  guardian  of  her 
fon  Athalaric,  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty- 
eight  years,  the  endowments  of  her  mind  and  perfon  had  attained 
their  perfed  maturity.  Her  beauty,  which,  in  the  apprehenfion  of 
Theodora  herfelf,  might  have  difputed  the  conqueft  of  an  emperor, 
was  animated  by  manly  fenfe,  adivity,  and  refolution.  Education 
and  experience  had  cultivated  her  talents ; her  philofophic  fludies 
were  exempt  from  vanity  ; and,  though  (he  exprefled  herfelf  with 
equal  elegance  and  eafe  in  the  Greek,  the  Latin,  and  the  Gothic 
tongue,  the  daughter  of  Theodoric  maintained  in  her  counfels  a 
difereet  and  impenetrable  fdencc.  By  a faithful  imitation  of  the 
virtues,  Ihe  revived  the  profperity,  of  his  reign : while  the  ftrove, 
with  pious  care,  to  expiate  the  faults,  and  to  obliterate  the  darker 
memory  of  his  declining  age.  The  children  of  Boethius  and  Sym- 
machus  were  reftcred  to  their  paternal  inheritance  : her  extreme 
lenity  never  confented  to  inflid  any  corporal  or  pecuniary  penalties 


and  Anecdot.  c.  16.  with  the  Note*  of  Ale* 
inannuv),  Cafliodoriui  (Var.  vtii,  ix,  x,  and 
jiu  1 . )»  and  Jornardcs  (Je  Rebut  Gcticis, 
c.  59.  and  Dc  Succcffionc  Rcgncrum,  in  Mu* 
ratori,  tom.  i.  p.  241.). 
sl  'i  he  marriage  of  Theodoric  with  AuJm 


fleda,  the  filler  of  Clovis,  may  be  placed  in 
the  year  495,  foon  after  the  conqueft  of  Italy 
(de  Buat,  Hift.  des  Peuples,  tom.  ix.  p.  213.). 
The  nuptials  of  Eutharic  and  Amalafontha 
were  celebrated  in  515  (Cafliodor.  in  Chron. 
P-  453-h 
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on  her  Roman  fubje&s ; and  flic  gcncroufiy  defpifcd  the  clamours  of  C H^A  p. 

the  Goths,  who,  at  the  end  of  forty  years,  Hill  confidered  the  people  » „ > 

of  Italy  as  their  Haves  or  their  enemies.  Her  falutary  meafures  were 
directed  by  the  wifdom,  and  celebrated  by  the  eloquence  of  Caffio- 
dorius  ; flie  folicited  and  deferved  the  fricndlhip  of  the  emperor ; 
and  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  refpeCted,  both  in  peace  and  war,  the 
majefty  of  the  Gothic  throne.  But  the  future  happinefs  of  the 
<]ueen  and  of  Italy  depended  on  the  education  of  her  fon  ; who  was 
deftined  by  his  birth,  to  fupport  the  different  and  alinoll  incompa- 
tible characters  of  the  chief  of  a Barbarian  camp,  and  the  firft  ma- 
giftrate  of  a civilized  nation.  From  the  age  of  ten  years5*,  Atlialaric 
■was  diligently  inftruCted  in  the  arts  and  fcienccs,  either  ufeful  or  or- 
namental for  a Romca  prince ; and  three  venerable  Goths  were 
•chofen  to  inllil  the  principles  of  honour  and  virtue  into  the  mind  of 
their  young  king.  But  the  pupil  who  is  infcnfible  of  the  benefits, 
ntuft  abhor  the  reftraints,  of  education;  and  the  folicitude  of  the 
queen,  which  affeCtion  rendered  anxious  and  fevere,  offended  the 
untra&able  nature  of  her  fon  and  his  fubjeds.  On  a folemn  feitival, 
when  the  Goths  were  affembled  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  the  royal 
youth  efcaped  from  his  mother’s  apartment,  and,  with  tears  of 
pride  and  anger,  complained  of  a blow  which  his  ftubborn  difobedi- 
encc  had  provoked  her  to  inflid.  The  Barbarians  refented  the  in- 
dignity which  had  been  offered  to  their  king,  accufcd  the  regent  of 
confpiring  againft  his  life  and  crown;  and  imperioufly  demanded, 
that  the  grandfon  of  Theodoric  lhould  be  refeued  from  the  daftardly 
difciplinc  of  women  and  pedants,  and  educated,  like  a valiant 
Goth,  in  the  fociety  of  his  equals,  and  the  glorious  ignotancc  of  his 
anceftors.  To  this  rude  clamour,  importunately  urged  as  the  voice 

54  At  the  death  of  Theodoric,  his  grandfon  fiodorius,  with  authority  and  reafon,  adds  two 
Athalaric  is  deferibed  by  Procopius  as  a boy  years  to  his  age — mfantulum  adhuc  vix  de- 
about  eight  years  old  mctw  rrn»  Caf-  cenncm. 
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of  the  nation,  Amalafontha  was  compelled  to  yield  her  reafon,  and 
the  deareft  withes  of  her  heart.  The  king  of  Italy  was  abandoned 
to  wine,  to  women,  and  to  ruftic  fports  ; and  the  indifcrcet  contempt 
of  the  ungrateful  youth,  betrayed  the  mifehievous  detigns  of  his 
favourites  and  her  enemies.  Encompafled  with  domeftic  foes,  the 
entered  into  a fecret  negociation  with  the  emperor  Juftinian ; ob- 
tained the  affurance  of  a friendly  reception,  and  had  actually  de- 
pofited  at  Dyrachium  in  Epirus,  a treafure  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  of 
gold.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  her  fame  and  fafety,  if  the  had 
calmly  retired  from  barbarous  fadion,  to  the  peace  and  fplendour  of 
Conftantinople.  But  the  mind  of  Amalafontha  was  inflamed  by 
ambition  and  revenge  ; and  while  her  thips  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
port,  tlie  waited  for  the  fucccfs  of  a crime  Which  her  paflions  ex- 
cufed  or  applauded  as  an  ad  of  juftice.  Three  of  the  moil  danger- 
ous malecontents  had  been  feparately  removed,  under  the  pretence 
of  trull  and  command,  to  the  frontiers  of  Italy : they  were  affaffi- 
nated  by  her  private  emiflaries ; and  the  blood  of  thefe  noble  Goths 
rendered  the  queen-mother  abfolute  in  the  court  of  Ravenna,  and 
juftly  odious  to  a free  people.  But  if  Ihe  had  lamented  the  diforders 
of  her  fon,  fhe  foon  wept  his  irreparable  lofs ; and  the  death  of 
Athalaric,  who,  at  the  age  of  fixteen,  was  confumed  by  premature 
intemperance,  left  her  dcllitute  of  any  firm  fupport  or  legal  autho- 
rity. Inflead  of  fubmitting  to  the  laws  of  her  country,  which  held 
as  a fundamental  maxim,  that  the  fucccflion  could  never  pafs  from 
the  lance  to  the  diftaff,  the  daughter  of  Thcodoric  conceived  the 
impracticable  defign  of  (haring,  with  one  of  her  coulins,  the  regal 
title,  and  of  referring  in  her  own  hands  the  fubftance  of  fupreme 
power.  He  received  the  propofal  with  profound  refpeCt  and  affect- 
ed gratitude;  and  the  eloquent  Cafliodorius  announced  to  the  fenate 
and  the  emperor,  that  Amalafontha  and  Thcodatus  had  ai'cended  the 
throne  of  Italy.  His  birth  (for  his  mother  was  the  filter  of  Thco- 
doric) 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


i6j 

doric)  might  be  confitlered  as  an  imperfect  title  ; and  the  choice  of  c H A P. 
Amalafontha  was  more  ftrongly  directed  by  her  contempt  of  his  ■ j 

avarice  and  pufillaniinity,  which  had  deprived  him  of  the  love  of  the 
Italians,  and  the  cfteem  of  the  Barbarians.  But  Theodatus  was  ex- 
afperated  by  the  contempt  which  he  deferved : her  jufticc  had  re- 
prelTcd  and  reproached  the  oppreflion  which  he  excrcifed  againft 
his  Tufcan  neighbours;  and  the  principal  Goths,  united  by  com- 
mon guilt  and  refentment,  confpired  to  inftigate  his  flow  and  timid 
difpofition.  The  letters  of  congratulation  were  fcarcely  difpatched  Hcre«ileand 
before  the  queen  of  Italy  was  impril'oned  in  a fmall  ifland  of  the  lake  a D.’  535, 
of  Bolfena”,  where,  after  a fhort  confinement,  fhe  was  ftrangled  Apnl  3°’ 
in  the  bath,  by  the  order,  or  with  the  connivance  of  the  new  king, 
who  inftructed  his  turbulent  fubjeGs  to  Ihed  the  blood  of  their  fo- 
vereigns. 

Juftinian  beheld  with  joy  the  diflenfions  of  the  Goths;  and  the  Btllfimus  in- 
mediation of  an  ally  concealed  and  promoted  the  ambitious  views  fubducs 
of  the  conqueror.  His  ambafladors,  in  their  public  audience,  de- 
manded  the  fortrefs  of  Lilybrcum,  ten  Barbarian  fugitives,  and  a juft  Dec-3'* 
compenfation  for  the  pillage  of  a fmall  town  on  the  Illyrian  borders  ; 
but  they  fecretly  negociatcd  with  Theodatus  to  betray  the  province 
of  Tufcany,  and  tempted  Amalafontha  to  extricate  herfelf  from 
danger  and  perplexity,  by  a free  furrender  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

A falfe  and  fcrvilc  cpiftle  was  fubferibed  by  the  relihftant  hand  of 
the  captive  queen ; but  the  confefiion  of  the  Roman  fenators,  who 
were  fent  to  Conftantinople,  revealed  the  truth  of  her  deplorable 
lituation ; and  Juftinian,  by  the  voice  of  a new  ambaflador,  moll 
powerfully  interceded  for  her  life  and  liberty.  Yet  the  fccret  in- 


55  The  lake,  from  the  neighbouring  towns 
of  Etruria,  was  ft)  led  either  Vulfinienfis  (now 
of  Bolfena)  cr  Tarquinienfn.  It  is  furrcuml- 
ed  with  w oite  rocks,  and  ftored  with  hfh  and 
wild  fowl.  The  younger  Pliny  (Ej>jI.  ii.  96.) 


celebrates  two  woody  iflands  that  floated  on 
its  waters : if  a fable,  how  credulous  the  an- 
cient*! -if  a fail,  how  carelcfs  the  moderns! 
Vet,  ftace  Pliny,  the  ifland  may  have  been 
taxed  by  new  and  gradual  iccetiioas. 

ftruftions 
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chap,  ftrudlions  of  the  fame  xnlnifter  were  adapted  to  fervc  the  cruel 
XLI. 

^ . jealoufy  of  Theodora,  who  dreaded  the  prefence  and  fuperior  charms 

of  a rival : he  prompted,  with  artful  and  ambiguous  hints,  the  exe- 
cution of  a crime  fo  ufeful  to  the  Romans'4;  received  the  intelligence 
of  her  death  with  grief  and  indignation,  and  denounced  in  his 
mafter’s  name,  immortal  war  againft  the  perfidious  aflfaJIin.  In 
Italy,  as  well  as  in  Africa,  the  guilt  of  an  ufurper  appeared  to  juftify 
the  arms  of  JnfUnian  ; but  the  forces  which  he  prepared,  were  in- 
fufficient  for  the  fubverfion  of  a mighty  kingdom,  if  their  feeble 
numbers  had  not  been  multiplied  by  the  name,  the  fpirit,  and  the 
conduft  of  an  hero.  A chofcn  troop  of  guards,  who  ferved  cn 
horfcback,  and  were  armed  with  lances  and  bucklers,  attended  the 
perfon  of  Belifarius:  his  cavalry  was  compofed  of  two  hundred 
Huns,  three  hundred  Moors,  and  four  thoufand  confederates , and 
the  infantry  confided  only  of  three  thoufand  Ifaurians.  Steering 
the  fame  courfe  as  in  his  former  expedition,  the  Roman  conful  call 
anchor  before  Catana  in  Sicily,  to  furvey  the  ftrength  of  the  ifland, 
and  to  decide  whether  he  fhould  attempt  the  conqueft,  or  peaceably 
purfue  his  voyage  for  the  African  coaft.  He  found  a fruitful  land 
and  a friendly  people.  Notwithftanding  the  decay  of  agriculture, 
Sicily  ftill  fupplied  the  granaries  of  Rome : the  farmers  were  gra- 
cioufly  exempted  from  the  oppreflion  of  military  quarters ; and  the 
Goths,  who  trufted  the  defence  of  the  ifland  to  the  inhabitants,  had 
fome  reafon  to  complain,  that  their  confidence  was  ungratefully 
betrayed.  Iuftead  of  foliciting  and  cxpeSing  the  aid  of  the  king  of 
Italy,  they  yielded  to  the  firft  fummons  a cheerful  obedience : and 
this  province,  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Punic  wars,  was  again,  after  a 

**  Vet  Procopius  difcredits  his  own  evi-  lim  to  the emprefs  Theodora  (Var.  x.  10,  21. 
dence  (Aoecdot.  c.  16.),  by  coofelliog  that  23.  and  obferve  a Pufpicious  word,  de  ilia 
in  his  public  hiftory  he  had  not  fpoken  the  perfoni,  iec.),  with  the  elaborate  Comment** 
troth.  See  the  Epiftles  from  queen  Gundc-  ry  of  Buat  (tom.  x.  p.  177—185.). 
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long  reparation,  united  to  the  Roman  empire”.  The  Gothic  gar-  CHAP, 
rifon  of  Palermo,  which  alone  attempted  to  refill,  was  reduced  after  ■ . • 

a fliort  fiege,  by  a fingutar  ftratagem.  Belifarius  introduced  his 
fhips  into  the  deepeft  recefs  of  the  harbour ; their  boats  were  labo- 
rioufly  hoifted  with  ropes  and  pullies  to  the  topmaft  head,  and  he 
filled  them  with  archers,  who,  from  that  fuperior  Ration,  command- 
ed the  ramparts  of  the  city.  After  this  eafy,  though  fuccefsful  cam- 
paign, the  conqueror  entered  Syracufe  in  triumph,  at  the  head  of 
his  victorious  bands,  diftributing  gold  medals  to  the  people,  on  the 
day  which  fo  glorioufly  terminated  the  year  of  the  confullhip.  He 
paffed  the  winter  feafon  in  the  palace  of  ancient  kings,  amidft  the 
ruins  of  a Grecian  colony,  which  once  extended  to  a circumference 
of  two  and  twenty  miles  ” : but  in  the  fpring,  about  the  feftival  of 
Eafter,  the  profecution  of  his  defigns  was  interrupted  by  a dangerous 
revolt  of  the  African  forces.  Carthage  was  laved  by  the  prefence  of 
Beliiarius,  who  fuddenly  landed  with  a thoufand  guards.  Two 
tboufand  foldiers  of  doubtful  faith  returned  to  the  ftandard  of  their 
old  commander : and  he  marched,  without  hefitation,  above  fifty 
miles,  to  feek  an  enemy,  whom  he  affeCted  to  pity  and  defpife. 

Eight  thoufand  rebels  trembled  at  his  approach  j they  were  routed 
at  the  firft  onfet,  by  the  dexterity  of  their  matter  : and  this  ignoble 
victory  would  have  reftored  the  peace  of  Africa,  if  the  conqueror 
had  not  been  haftily  recalled  to  Sicily,  to  appeafe  a fedition  which 
was  kindled  during  his  abfence  in  his  own  camp”.  Difordcr  and 


51  For  the  conqueft  of  Sicily,  compare  the 
narrative  of  Procopius  with  the  complaints  of 
TotiU  (Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  5.  I.  iii.  c.  16.).  The 
Gothic  queen  had  lately  relieved  that  thank* 
left  ifland  (Var.  ix.  10,  11. )• 

11  The  ancient  magnitude  and  fplendour 
of  the  five  quarters  of  Syracufe,  are  deline- 
ated by  Cicero  (to  Verrem,  aftio  ii.  1.  ir. 
c.  52,  53.),  Strabo  (l.  vi.  f.  415.),  and  d’Or- 


ville  Sicula  (tom.  ii.  p.  174—202.).  The 
new  city,  rcflored  by  Auguilus,  fhrunk  towards 
the  iiland. 

**  Procopius  (Vandal.  1.  ii.  c.  14,  15.)  fo 
clearly  relate*  the  return  of  Belifariui  into 
Sicily  (p.  146.  edit.  Hoefchelii),  that  I am 
aftooifhed  at  the  Grange  miOtpprehenfton  and 
reproaches  of  a learned  critic  (Oeuvres  de  la 
Moth*  lo  Vayer,  tom-  viii.  p.  162,  163.). 
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Reign  and 
wealcnefj  of 
Theodatus, 
the  Gothic 
king  of  Italy, 
A.  D.  534, 
October — 
A.  D.  536, 
Aogurt. 


difobedience  were  the  common  malady  of  the  times : the  genius  to 
command,  and  the  virtue  to  obey,  refided  only  in  the  mind  of  Beli- 
farius. 

Although  Theodatus  defeended  from  a race  of  heroes,  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  art,  and  averfe  to  the  dangers,  of  war.  Although 
he  had  dudied  the  writings  of  Plato  and  Tully,  philofophy  was  in- 
capable of  purifying  his  mind  from  the  bafed  pafllons,  avarice  and 
fear.  He  had  purchafcd  a feeptre  by  ingratitude  and  murther : at 
the  firft  menace  of  an  enemy,  he  degraded  his  own  majedy,  and 
that  of  a nation,  which  already  difdained  their  unworthy  fovereign. 
Adonifhed  by  the  recent  example  of  Gelimer,  he  faw  himfclt  drag- 
ged in  chains  through  the  ftreets  of  Condantinople : the  terrors  which 
Belifarius  infpired,  were  heightened  by  the  eloquence  of  Peter,  the 
Byzantine  ambalTador;  and  that  bold  and  fubtle  advocate  perfuaded 
him  to  fign  a treaty,  too  ignominious  to  become  the  foundation  of 
a lading  peace.  It  was  dipulated,  that  in  the  acclamations  of  the 
Roman  people,  the  name  of  the  emperor  fhould  be  always  pro- 
claimed before  that  of  the  Gothic  king ; and  that  as  often  as  the 
ftatue  of  Theodatus  was  ere&ed  in  brafs  or  marble,  the  divine  image 
of  Judinian  fhould  be  placed  on  its  right  hand.  Indead  of  confer- 
ring, the  king  of  Italy  was  reduced  to  folicit,  the  honours  of  the 
fenate ; and  the  confent  of  the  emperor  was  made  indifpenfable  be- 
fore he  could  execute,  againd  a pried  or  fenator,  the  fentcnce  either 
of  death  or  confifcation.  The  feeble  monarch  refigned  the  poffef- 
fion  of  Sicily ; offered,  as  the  annual  mark  of  his  dependence,  a 
crown  of  gold,  of  the  weight  of  three  hundred  pounds ; and  pro- 
mifed  to  fupply,  at  the  requifition  of  his  fovereign,  three  thoufand 
Gothic  auxiliaries  for  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  Satisfied  with  thefe 
extraordinary  conccdions,  the  fuccefsful  agent  of  Judinian  hadened 
his  journey  to  Condantinople ; but  no  fooner  had  he  reached  the 
7 Alban 
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Alban  villa ",  than  he  was  recalled  by  the  anxiety  of  Theodatus ; C H A P. 
and  the  dialogue  which  pafled  between  the  king  and  the  ambafla-  ■■  — _r 
dor  deferves  to  be  reprefented  in  its  original  flmplicity.  “ Are  you 
“ of  opinion  that  the  emperor  will  ratify  this  treaty?  Perhaps. 

“ If  he  refufes,  what  confequence  will  enfue?  War.  Will  fuch 
“ a war  be  juft  or  reafonable  ? Mvjl  ajfuredly : every  one  Jhotild 
“ aft  according  to  bis  ebarafter.  What  is  your  meaning  ? You 
“ are  a pbilo/opbcr — JuJlinian  is  emperor  cf  the  Romans:  it  tcatdd 
“ ill  become  the  difciple  of  Plato  to  Jbcd  tbe  blood  of  tboufands  in  bis 
“ private  quarrel : the  fuccejfor  of  Augufus  Jhould  vindicate  bis  rights , 

“ and  recover  by  arms  tbe  ancient  provinces  of  bis  empire."  This 
reafeming  might  not  convince,  but  it  was  fufficient  to  alarm  and 
fubdue  the  weaknefs  of  Theodatus ; and  he  foon  defeended  to  his 
laft  offer,  that  for  the  poor  equivalent  of  a penfion  of  forty-eight 
thoufand  pounds  fteriing,  he  would  refign  the  kingdom  of  the  Goths 
and  Italians,  and  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  innocent 
pleafures  of  philofophy  and  agriculture.  Both  treaties  were  entrufted 
to  the  hands  of  the  ambafiador,  on  the  frail  fecurity  of  an  oath  not 
to  produce  the  fecond  till  the  firft  had  been  pofitively  rejected.  The 
event  may  be  eafily  forefecn  : Juftinian  required  and  accepted  the 
abdication  of  the  Gothic  king.  His  indefatigable  agent  returned 
from  Conftantinople  to  Ravenna,  with  ample  inftrudlions ; and  a fair 
epiftle,  which  praifed  the  wifdom  and  generofity  of  the  royal  phi- 
lofopher,  granted  his  penfion,  with  the  afliirance  of  fuch  honours 
as  a fubjetft  and  a Catholic  might  enjoy ; and  wifely  referred  the 
final  execution  of  the  treaty,  to  the  prefence  and  authority  of  Beli- 
l'arius.  But  in  the  interval  of  fufpenfe,  two  Roman  generals,  who 

40  The  ancient  Alba  wai  rained  in  the  (irft  Pretorian  cohorts.  3.  The  modem  cpifeo-  • 

age  of  Rome.  On  the  fame  fpot,  or  at  leafl  in  pal  city  of  Alban  am  or  Albano  (Procop. 
the  neighbourhood,  fucceflively  arofe,  i.The  Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  4.  Cluver.  Ital.  Antiq.  tom. 
ailla  of  Pompey,  Ac.  2.  A camp  of  the  ii.  p.  914.). 

Vol.  IV.  Z had 
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c H a P.  ljad  entered  the  province  of  Dalmatia,  were  defeated  and  flain  by 
s _ — . the  Gothic  troops.  From  blind  and  abjedt  defpair,  Theodatus  ca- 
pricioufly  rofe  to  groundlefs  and  fatal  prefumption61,  and  dared  to 
receive  with  menace  and  contempt,  the  ambaflador  of  Juftinian, 
who  claimed  his  promife,  folicited  the  allegiance  of  his  fubjedts,  and 
boldly  afTcrted  the  inviolable  privilege  of  his  own  charadter.  The 
march  of  Belifarius  difpelled  this  vifionary  pride ; and  as  the  firft 
campaign  “ was  employed  in  the  rcdudlion  of  Sicily,  the  invafion 
of  Italy  is  applied  by  Procopius  to  the  fccond  year  of  the  Gothic 


Belifarius  in- 
vades Italy, 
anti  reduce! 
Naples, 

A.  D.  537. 


WAR6’. 

After  Belifarius  had  left  fuflicicnt  garrifons  in  Palermo  and  Syra- 
cufc,  he  embarked  his  troops  at  Meflina,  and  landed  them,  without 
refiftance,  on  the  oppolite  fliores  of  Rhegium.  A Gothic  prince,, 
who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Theodatus,  was  Rationed  with  an 
army  to  guard  the  entrance  of  Italy ; but  he  imitated,  without 
fcruple,  the  example  of  a fovereign,  faithlefs  to  his  public  and  pri- 
vate duties.  The  perfidious  Ebermor  deferred  with  his  followers  to 
the  Roman  camp,  and  was  difuiilTed  to  enjoy  the  fervile  honours 
of  the  Byzantine  court6*.  From  Rhegium  to  Naples,  the  fleet  and 
army  of  Belifarius,  almoft  always  in  view  of  each  other,,  advanced 


•'  A Sibylline  oracle  was  ready  to  pro- 
nounce—Afric^  capta  munc’ui  cum  nato  peri- 
bit  ; a fcntence  of  portentous  ambiguity 
(Gothic.  I.  i.  c.  7.),  which  has  been  publish- 
ed in  unknown  characters  by  Opfoprcas,  an 
editor  of  the  oracles.  The  Peic  Mai  tret  has 
promised  a commentary;  but  all  his  promifes 
have  been  vain  and  fruitiel;. 

41  In  hi«  chronology,  imitated  in  feme  de- 
gree from  Thuc)dides,  Procopius  begins  each 
fpring  the  years  of  Juftiman  and  of  the  Gothic 
war;  and  his  firft  rent  coincides  with  the  ill 
of  April  $3£,  and  not  536,  according  to  the 
Annals  of  Batonius  (Pagi,  Crit.  tom.  u. 
p.  535.  who  is  followed  by  Muratori  and  the 


editors  of  Sigonius).  Yet  in  fome  paflages 
wc  arc  at  a lofs  to  reconcile  the  dates  of  Pro- 
copius with  himfelf,  and  with  the  Chronicle 
of  Marccllinus. 

<J  The  frrics  of  the  firft  Gothic  war  is  re«- 
prefented  by  Procopius  (I.  i.  c.  5—29.  1.  ii. 
c.  1—30.  I.  iii.  c.  1.)  till  the  captivity  of 
VitigeE.  With  the  aid  of  Sigonius  (Opp. 
tom.  i.  de  imp.  Occident.  1.  xvii,  xviii.)  and 
Muratori  (Annali  d Italia,  tom.  v.),  I have 
gleaned  fome  few  additional  fafts. 

64  Jornandes,  dc  Rebus  Gcticis,  c.  60. 
p.  702.  edit.  Grot,  and  tom.  i.  p.  221.  Mu- 
ratori,  de  Succeft'.  Rcgn.  p.  241. 
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rear  three  hundred  miles  along  the  fea-coaft.  The  people  of  Brut-  c ha 

tium,  Lucania,  and  Campania,  who  abhorred  the  name  and  reli-  i — 

gion  of  the  Goths,  embraced  the  fpecious  cxcufe,  that  their  ruined 
■walls  were  incapable  of  defence  : the  foldiers  paid  a juft  equivalent 
for  a plentiful  market ; and  curiofity  alone  interrupted  the  peaceful 
occupations  of  the  hulhandman  or  artificer.  Naples,  which  has 
fwelled  to  a great  and  populous  capital,  long  chcriflicd  the  language 
and  manners  of  a Grecian  colony'1 ; and  the  choice  of  Virgil  had 
ennobled  this  elegant  retreat,  which  attracted  the  lovers  of  repofe 
and  ftudy,  from  the  noife,  the  fmokc,  and  the  laborious  opulence 
of  Rome6*.  As  foon  as  the  place  was  inverted  by  fea  and  land, 
Belifarius  gave  audience  to  the  deputies  of  the  people,  who  exhorted 
him  to  difregard  a conqueft  unworthy  of  his  arms,  to  feck  the  Gothic 
king  in  a field  of  battle,  and  after  his  vidtory,  to  claim,  as  the  fove- 
reign  of  Rome,  the  allegiance  of  the  dependent  cities.  “ When  I 
■“  treat  with  my  enemies,”  replied  the  Roman  chief,  with  an  haughty 
finite,  “ I am  more  accuftomed  to  give  than  to  receive  counfel : but 
“ I hold  in  one  hand  inevitable  ruin,  and  in  the  other,  peace  and 
“ freedom,  fuch  as  Sicily  now  enjoys.”  The  impatience  of  delay 
urged  him  to  grant  the  moft  liberal  terms  ; his  honour  fecured  their 
performance : but  Naples  was  divided  into  two  factions ; and  the 
Greek  democracy  was  inflamed  by  their  orators,  who,  with  much 
fpirit  and  fome  truth,  reprefented  to  the  multitude,  that  the  Goths 
would  punifli  their  defection,  and  that  Belifarius  himfelf  mull 
efteem  their  loyalty  and  valour.  Their  deliberations,  however,  were 


e*  Nero  (fays  Tacitus,  Anna!,  xv.  35.) 
Neapolim  quail  Grxcam  urbem  delegit. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  years  afterwards,  in 
the  time  of  Septimius  Several,  the  Helleai/m 
of  the  Neapolitans  is  praifed  by  Philoltratus: 

?i><K  EV.r»i{  xxt  arbtM,  etu  xti  TJ;  srsvea-  Ttr 

>0 nr*  (Icon.  1.  i.  p.  763.  edit. 
Ol  ear.). 

Z 


66  The  otium  of  Naples  is  praifed  by  the 
Roman  poets,  by  Virgil,  Horace,  Silius  Ita- 
licus,  and  Statius  (Cluvcr.  Ital.  Ant.  1.  iv. 
p.  1 149,  1 1 50.).  lu  an  elegant  cpiftlc  (Sylr. 
I.  iii.  5.  p.  94.— 9S.  edit.  Markiand),  Statius 
undertakes  the  difficult  talk  of  drawing  his 
wife  from  the  plcafurci  of  Rome  to  that  calm 
retreat. 
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Q f P"  not  pctfcdlly  free  : the  city  was  commanded  by  eight  hundred  Bar- 

« ^ barians,  whofe  wives  and  children  were  detained  at  Ravenna  as  the 

pledge  of  their  fidelity ; and  even  the  Jews,  who  were  rich  and 
numerous,  refilled,  with  defperate  enthuliafm,  the  intolerant  laws  of 
Juftinian.  In  a modi  later  period,  the  circumference  of  Naples*’ 
meafured  only  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-three  paces" : 
the  fortifications  were  defended  by  precipices  or  the  fca ; when  the 
aquedudls  were  intercepted,  a fupply  of  water  might  be  drawn  from 
wells  and  fountains ; and  the  flock  of  provifions  was  fufiicicnt  to- 
confuutc  the  patience  of  the  befiegers.  At  the  end  of  twenty  days, 
that  of  Belii'arius  was  almofl  exhatifted,  and  he  had  reconciled  him- 
felf  to  the  difgrace  of  abandoning  the  fiegc,  that  he  might  march, 
before  the  winter  fcafon,  againft  Rome  and  the  Gothic  king.  But 
his  anxiety  was  relieved  by  the  bold  curiofity  of  an  Ifaurian,  who 
explored  the  dry  chanuel  of  an  aquedud,  and  fecretly  reported,  that 
a paflage  might  be  perforated  to  introduce  a file  of  armed  foldiers 
into  the  heart  of  the  city.  When  the  work  had  been  filently  exe- 
cuted, the  humane  general  rifked  the  difeovery  of  his  fecret,  by  a 
lafl  and  fruitlefs  admonition  of  the  impending  danger.  In  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  four  hundred  Romans  entered  the  aquedudt,  railed 
themfclves  by  a rope,  which  they  faftened  to  an  olive  tree,  into  the 
houfe  or  garden  of  a folitary  matron,  founded  their  trumpets,  furpriled 
the  centinels,  and  gave  admittance  to  their  companions,  who  on  all 
Tides  fealed  the  walls,  and  burfl  open  the  gates  of  the  city.  Every 
crime  which  is  punifhed  by  focial  juflice,  was  pra&ifcd  as  the  rights- 
of  war  j the  Huns  were  dillinguilhed  by  cruelty  and  facrilege,  and 

•7  This  meafure  was  taken  by  Roger  I.  pol.  1.  i,  p.  47.)*  and  contains  more  inhabit- 
after  the  conqueft  of  Naples  (A.  I>.  1 139),  ants  (350,000)  in  a given  fpace,  than  any 
which  he  made  the  capital  of  his  new  king-  other  (pot  in  the  known  world, 
dom  (Giannonc,  jftoria  Civile,  tom.  ii.  Not  geometrical,  but  common,  paces 

p*  169.).  That  city,  the  third  in  Chriftian  or  (leps,  of  22  French  inches  (d’Anvllle,  Me- 
Kurope,  is  now  at  lead  twelve  miles  in  cir-  fures  Itineraircs,  p 7,  8.):  the  2363  do  not 
cumfcrcnce  (Jul.  Cxfar.  Capaccii  Hift.  Nea-  make  an  Englilh  mile. 
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Bclifarius  alone  appeared  in  the  ftreets  and  churches  cf  Naples,  to 
moderate  the  calamities  which  he  predicted.  “ The  gold  and  filver," 
he  repeatedly  exclaimed,  “ are  the  juft  rewards  of  vour  valour. 
“ But  fpare  the  inhabitants,  they  are  Chriftians,  they  are  fuppliants, 
*'  they  are  now  your  fellow-fubje&s.  Reftore  the  children  to  their 
“ parents,  the  wives  to  their  hufbands ; and  fhew  them  by  your 
**  generofity,  of  what  friends  they  have  obftinately  deprived  them- 
“ felves.”  The  city  was  faved  by  the  virtue  and  authority  of  its 
conqueror";  and  when  the  Neapolitans  returned  to  their  houfes, 
they  found  fome  confolation  in  the  fecret  enjoyment  of  their  hidden 
treafures.  The  Barbarian  garrifon  enlifted  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  em- 
peror ; Apulia  and  Calabria,  delivered  from  the  odious  prefence  of 
the  Goths,  acknowledged  his  dominion ; and  the  tufks  of  the  Caly- 
donian  boar,  which  were  ftill  fliewn  at  Beneventum,  are  curioufly 
'deferibed  by  the  hiftorian  of  Belifarius 

The  faithful  foldiers  and  citizens  of  Naples  had  expected  their 
deliverance  from  a prince,  who  remained  the  inactive  and  almoft 
indifferent  fpedtator  of  their  ruin.  Theodatus  fecured  his  perfon 
within  the  walls  of  Rome,  while  his  cavalry  advanced  forty  miles 
on  the  Appian  way,  and  encamped  in  the  Pomptinc  marlhes;  which, 
by  a canal  of  nineteen  miles  in  length,  had  been  recently  drained 
and  converted  into  excellent  paftures'1.  But  the  principal  forces  of 
the  Goths  were  difperfed  in  Dalmatia,  Venetia,  and  Gaul ; and  the 


Bclifariu?  was  reproved  by  Pope  Sylve- 
rius  for  the  maflacre.  He  repeopled  Naples, 
and  imported  colonies  of  African  captives 
into  Sicily,  Calabria,  and  Apulia  (Hill. 
Mifcell.  1.  xvi.  in  Muratori,  tom.  i.  p.  ic6, 

107.). 

70  Beneventum  was  built  by  Diomede,  the 
nephew  of  Meleager  (Clnver,tom  ii.  p.  1195, 
1196.)*  The  CalydoDtau  hunt  is  a pifture  of 
iavage  life  (Ovid,  Meta  morph.  1.  viii.).  Thirty 
or  forty  heroes  were  leagued  againu  a hog  : 

10 


the  brutes  (not  the  hog)  quarrelled  with  a 
lady  for  the  head. 

71  The  Dectnnvuium  is  llrangely  confound* 
ed  by  Cluverius  (tom.  ii.  p.  1007.)  with  the 
river  Ufens.  It  was  in  truth  a canal  of  nine- 
teen miles,  from  Forum  Appii  to  Terracina, 
on  which  Horace  embarked  in  the  night.  The 
Dccennovium  which  is  mentioned  by  Lucan, 
Dion  Caffius,  and  CafTiodorius,  has  been 
fucceffively  ruined,  reflored,  and  obliterated 
(d’Aaville,  Analyfc  dc  ITtalie,  p.  1S5,  &c.). 
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C \t  i'  r'  ‘cc^°  min(l  of  their  king  was  confounded  by  the  unfuccefsftil  event 
e_ — .. — > of  a divination,  which  fecined  to  prelage  the  downfal  of  liis  em- 
pire”. The  moll  abject  flaves  have  arraigned  the  guilt  or  wcaknefs 
of  an  unfortunate  mailer.  The  character  of  Theodatus  was  rigor- 
oully  ferutinized  by  a free  and  idle  camp  of  Barbarians,  confciou* 
of  their  privilege  and  power  : he  was  declared  unworthy  of  his 
race,  his  nation,  and  his  throne ; and  their  general  Vitiges,  whofe 
valour  had  been  flgnalized  in  the  Illyrian  war,  was  raifed  with  una- 
nimous applaule  on  the  bucklers  of  his  companions.  On  the  lirft 
rumour,  the  abdicated  monarch  fled  from  the  jullice  of  his  country; 
but  he  was  puri'ucd  by  private  revenge.  A Goth  whom  he  had  in- 
jured in  his  love,  overtook  Theodatus  on  the  Flaminian  way,  and 
regardlefs  of  his  unmanly  cries,  flaughtered  him,  as  he  lay  proftratc 
on  the  ground,  like  a vidlim  (fays  the  hiflorian)  at  the  foot  of  the 
altar.  The  choice  of  the  people  is  the  heft,  and  pureft  title  to  reign 
over  them  : yet  fuch  is  the  prejudice  of  every  age,  that  Vitiges  im- 
patiently wilhed  to  return  to  Ravenna,  where  he  might  feize,  with 
the  reludlant  hand  of  the  daughter  of  Amalafontha,  fomc  faint 
liiadow  of  hereditary  right.  A national  council  was  immediately 
held,  and  the  new  monarch  reconciled  the  impatient  fpirit  of  the 
Barbarians,  to  a meafure  of  difgrace,  which  the  mifcondudl  of  his 
predeceflor  rendered  wife  and  indifpcnfable.  The  Goths  confented 
to  retreat  in  the  prefence  of  a vidtorious  enemy ; to  delay  till  the 
next  fpring  the  operations  of  oflenfive  war  ; to  fummon  their  fcat- 
tered  forces  ; to  relinquilh  their  diftant  poflellions,  and  to  trull  even 
Rome  itfelf  to  the  faith  of  its  inhabitants.  Leuderis,  an  aged  war- 
rior, was  left  in  the  capital  with  four  thoufand  foldiers ; a feeble 

” A Jew  gratified  bit  contempt  and  hatred  the  firft,  almoft  all  were  found  dead— almo# 
for  all  the  Chritlians,  by  inclofing  three  bands,  all  of  the  fecond  were  alive — of  the  third, 
each  of  ten  hogs,  and  diferiminated  by  the  half  died,  and  the  reft  left  their  bridles.  No 
.names  of  Goths,  Greeks,  and  Romans.  Of  unfuitable  emblem  of  the  event. 

garrifon. 
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garrifon,  which  might  have  fecondcd  the  zeal,  though  it  was  incapable  c 

of  oppofing  the  withes,  of  the  Romans.  But  a momentary  enthufiafm  ' . < 

of  religion  and  patriotifm  was  kindled  in  their  minds.  They  furi- 
oufly  exclaimed,  that  the  apoilolie  throne  thould  no  longer  be  pro- 
faned by  the  triumph  or  toleration  of  Arianifm  ; that  the  tombs  of 
the  Grfars  fliould  no  longer  be  trampled  by  the  favages  of  the 
north ; and  without  relieving,  that  Italy  mull  fink  into  a province 
of  Conftantinople,  they  fondly  hailed  the  reftoration  of  a Roman 
emperor  as  a new  ira  of  freedom  and  profperity.  The  deputies  of 
the  pope  and  clergy,  of  the  fenate  and  people,  invited  the  lieutenant 
of  Juftinian  to  accept  their  voluntary  allegiance,  and  to  enter  the 
city,  whofe  gates  would  be  thrown  open  for  hi3  reception.  As  foon  as 
Bcliiarius  had  fortified  his  new  conquefts,  Naples  and  Cumte,  he  ad- 
vanced about  twenty  miles  to  the  banks  of  the  Vulturous,  contem- 
plated the  decayed  grandeur  of  Capua,  and  halted  at  the  feparation 
of  the  Latin  and  Appian  ways.  The  work  of  the  cenfor,  after  the 
inceflant  ufe  of  nine  centuries,  (till  preferred  its  primaeval  beauty,  and 
not  a flaw  could  be  difeovered  in  the  large  poliflied  ftones,  of  which 
that  tolid,  though  narrow  road,  was  fo  firmly  compacted  Bell— 
farius,  however,  preferred  the  Latin  way,  which,  at  a diflance 
from  the  fea  and  the  marihes,  Ikirted  in  a fpace  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  His  enemies  Beliiirim 
had  difappeared  ; when  he  made  his  entrance  through  the  Afinarian  a.'d!  5j™e’ 
gate,  the  garrifon  departed  without  moleftation  along  the  Flaminian  Bec‘  l0‘ 
way  ; and  the  city,  after  fixty  years  fervitude,  was  delivered  from 
the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians.  Lcudcris  alone,  from  a motive  of  pride 
or  difeontent,  refufed  to  accompany  the  fugitives ; and  the  Gothic 

n Bergier  (HWh  de#  Grands  Chemins  des  d’Anvillc  (Analyfede  l*Italie,  p.  jog — 213.) 

Romains,  tom.  i.  p.  221  — 228.  440—444  ) defines  the  geographical  line, 
examines  the  ftru&ure  and  materials,  while 

chief, 
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chief,  himfclf  a trophy  of  the  victory,  was  fent  with  the  keys  of 
Rome,  to  the  throne  of  the  emperor  Juftinian7*. 

The  firft  days,  which  coincided  with  the  old  Saturnalia,  were  de- 
voted to  mutual  congratulation  and  the  public  joy  : and  the  Catholics 
prepared  to  celebrate,  without  a rival,  the  approaching  feftival  of  the 
nativity  of  Chrift.  In  the  familiar  converfation  of  an  hero,  the 
Romans  acquired  fomc  notion  of  the  virtues  which  liiftory  aferibed 
to  their  anccftors  ; they  were  edified  by  the  apparent  rcTped  of  Be- 
lifarius  for  the  fucccflbr  of  St.  Peter,  and  his  rigid  difeipline  fecured 
in  the  midll  of  war  the  bleffings  of  tranquillity  and  jufticc. 
They  applauded  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  which  over-ran  the 
adjacent  country,  as  far  as  Narni,  Perufia,  and  Spoleto ; but  they 
trembled,  the  fenate,  the  clergy,  and  the  unwarlike  people,  as  foon 
as  they  underftood,  that  he  had  refolved,  and  would  fpeedily  be  re- 
duced, to  l'uftain  a ficgc  againft  the  powers  of  the  Gothic  monarchy. 
The  deligns  of  Vitiges  were  executed,  during  the  winter  feafon, 
with  diligence  and  effect.  From  their  ruftic  habitations,  from  their 
diftant  garrifons,  the  Goths  aflembled  at  Ravenna  for  the  defence 
of  their  country ; and  fuch  were  their  numbers,  that  after  an  army 
had  been  detached  for  the  relief  of  Dalmatia,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  fighting  men  marched  under  the  royal  ftandard.  Accord- 
ing to  the  degrees  of  rank  or  merit,  the  Gothic  king  diftributed  arms 
and  horfes,  rich  gifts,  and  liberal  promifes  : he  moved  along  the 
Flaminian  way,  declined  the  ufelefs  fieges  of  Perufia  and  Spoleto, 
refpcdled  the  impregnable  rock  of  Narni,  and  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  Rome  at  the  foot  of  the  Milvtan  bridge.  The  narrow  paf- 


74  Of  the  ftrft  recovery  of  Rome,  thejrarr 
(536)  is  certain,  from  the  fertes  of  events, 
rather  than  from  the  corrupt,  or  interpolated, 
text  of  Procopius : the  month  (December)  is 
afeemined  by  Evagrius  (1,  iv.  c.  19.) ; and 


the  Jay  (the  tenth)  may  be  admitted  on  the 
flight  evidence  of  NiccphorusCalliftus  (l.xvii. 
c.  13  ).  For  this  accurate  chronology,  we 
are  indebted  to  the  diligence  and  judgment  of 
Fagi  (tom.  ii.  p.  559,  560.). 
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Page  was  fortified  with  a tower,  and  Bclifarius  had  computed  the  c a p. 
value  of  the  twenty  days,  which  mud  be  loft  in  the  conftrudion  . — _» 

of  another  bridge.  But  the  confternation  of  the  foldiers  of  the 
tower,  who  either  fled  or  deferted,  difappointcd  his  hopes,  and  be- 
trayed his  perfon  into  the  molt  imminent  danger.  At  the  head  of 
one  thoufand  horfe,  the  Roman  general  tallied  from  the  Flaminian 
gate  to  mark  the  ground  of  an  advantageous  pofition,  and  to  furvey 
the  camp  of  the  Barbarians  ; but  while  he  ftill  believed  them  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Tybcr,  he  was  fuddenly  encompafled  and  af- 
faulted  by  their  innumerable  fquadrons.  The  fate  of  Italy  depended 
on  his  life  ; and  the  deferters  pointed  to  the  confpicuous  horfe,  a 
bay  ”,  with  a white  face,  which  he  rode  on  that  memorable  day. 

“ Aim  at  the  bay  horfe,”  was  the  univerfal  cry.  Every  bow  was 
bent,  every  javelin  was  directed  againft  that  fatal  objedt,  and  the 
command  was  repeated  and  obeyed  by  thoufands  who  were  igno- 
rant of  its  real  motive.  The  bolder  Barbarians  advanced  to  the  more 
honourable  combat  of  fwords  and  fpears;  and  the  praife  of  an  enemy 
has  graced  the  fall  of  Vifandus,  the  ftandard-bearcr  who  main- 
tained his  foremoft  ftation,  till  he  was  pierced  with  thirteen  wounds, 
perhaps  by  the  hand  of  Bclifarius  himfelf.  The  Roman  general 
was  ftrong,  adtive,  and  dextrous : on  every  fide  he  difeharged  his 
weighty  and  mortal  ftrokes : his  faithful  guards  imitated  bis  valour, 
and  defended  his  perfon  ; and  the  Goths,  after  the  lofs  of  a thoufand 
men,  fled  before  the  arms  of  an  hero.  Tluy  were  raftrly  purfued 
to  their  camp ; and  the  Romans,  opprefled  by  multitudes,  made  a 

71  An  horfe  of  a bay  or  red  colour  was  74  I interpret  not  as  a proper 

ft  y led  by  the  Greeks,  balan  by  the  Bar-  name,  but  an  office,  ftandard-bearcr,  from 
barians,  and  fpadix  by  the  Romans,  Honcfti  lantunt  (vexillunt),  a Barbaric  word  adopted 
fpadices,  fays  Virgil  (Georgic.  1.  iii.  73.  with  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  (Paul  Ducon. 
the  Observations  of  Martin  and  Hcync).  L i*  c.  20.  p.  760.  Grot.  Nomina  Gothics, 
or  £<*.'-».  ftgnifies  a branch  of  the  palm-  p.  575,  Ducange,  GloiT.  Latin,  tom.  i. 
tree,  whole  name,  is  fynonymous  to  p.  5J9,  540.). 

ted  (Aufus  Gellius,  ii.  16.), 

Voju  IV.  A a gradual, 
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Valour  of 
Belifarius. 


C A P.  gradual,  and  at  length  a precipitate  retreat  to  the  gates  of  the  city : 
the  gates  were  fhut  againft  the  fugitives  ; and  the  public  terror  was 
encrcafed,  by  the  report,  that  Belifarius  was  flain.  His  countenance 
was  indeed  disfigured  by  f\^€at,  dull,  and  blood  ; his  voice  was 
hoarfe,  his  flrength  was  almoft  exhaufted ; but  his  unconquerable 
fpirit  Hill  remained  ; he  imparted  that  fpirit  to  his  defponding  com- 
panions ; and  their  laft  defperate  charge  was  felt  by  the  flying  Bar- 
barians, as  if  a new  army,  vigorous  and  entire,  had  been  poured 
from  the  city.  The  Flaminian  gate  was  thrown  open  to  a real 
triumph ; but  it  was  not  before  Belifarius  had  vifited  every  poll, 
and  provided  for  the  public  fafety,  that  he  could  be  perfuaded  by 
his  wife  and  friends,  to  tafte  the  needful  refrefliments  of  food  and 
fleep.  In  the  more  improved  Bate  of  the  art  of  war,  a general  is 
feldom  required,  or  even  permitted  to  difplay  the  perfonal  prowefs 
of  a foldier  ; and  the  example  of  Belifarius  may  be  added  to  the  rare 
examples  of  Henry  IV.  of  Pyrrhus,  and  of  Alexander. 

After  this  firft  and  unfuccefsful  trial  of  their  enemies,  the  whole 
army  of  the  Goths  palled  the  Tyber,  and  formed  the  liege  of  the 
city,  which  continued  above  a year,  till  their  final  departure.  What- 
ever fancy  may  conceive,  the  fevere  compafs  of  the  geographer  de- 
fines the  circumference  of  Rome  within  a line  of  twelve  miles  and 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  paces ; and  that  circumference,  except 
in  the  Vatican,  has  invariably  been  the  fame  from  the  triumph  of 
Aurelian,  to  the  peaceful  but  obfeure  reign  of  the  modern  popes”. 
But  in  the  day  of  her  greatnefs,  the  fpace  within  her  walls  was 
crowded  with  habitations  and  inhabitants ; and  the  populous 


Mis  defence 
of  Rome. 


77  M.  d’Anville  has  given,  in  the  Me- 
rooires  of  the  Academy  for  the  year  1756 
(tom.  xxx.  p.  198—136.),  a plan  of  Rome 
on  a fmaller  fcale,  but  far  more  accurate 
than  that  which  he  had  delineated  in  1733 
for  Rollings  history.  Experience  had  im- 


proved his  koowiedge ; and,  in  (lead  of  Roffi's 
topography,  he  ufed  the  new  and  excellent 
map  of  Nolli.  Pliny’s  old  meafure  of  xiit 
mull  be  reduced  to  viii  miles.  It  is  eaiier  to 
alter  a text,  than  to  remove  hills  or  buildings. 

fuburbs 
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fuburbs  that  dretchcd  along  the  public  roads,  were  darted  like  fo  c 
many  rays  from  one  common  centre.  Advcrfity  fwept  away  thefe  \ 
extraneous  ornaments,  and  left  naked  and  defolatc,  a confiderable 
part  even  of  the  feven  hills.  Yet  Rome,  in  its  prefent  Rate,  could 
fend  into  the  field  above  thirty  thoufand  males  of  a military  age  ” ; 
and,  notwithdanding  the  want  of  difeipline  and  exercife,  the  far 
greater  part,  enured  to  the  hardftiips  of  poverty,  might  be  capable  of 
bearing  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  country  and  religion.  The 
prudence  of  Belifarius  did  not  negledl  this  important  refource.  His 
foldiers  were  relieved  by  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  the  people,  who 
watched  while  they  flept,  and  laboured  while  they  repofed  : he  ac- 
cepted the  voluntary  fervice  of  the  braved  and  mod  indigent  of  the 
Roman  youth ; and  the  companies  of  townfmen  fometimes  repre- 
fented,  in  a vacant  pod,  the  prefence  of  the  troops  which  had  been 
drawn  away  to  more  eflential  duties.  But  his  jud  confidence  was 
placed  in  the  veterans  who  had  fought  under  his  banner  in  the 
Perfian  and  African  wars ; and  although  that  gallant  band  was  re- 
duced to  five  thoufand  men,  he  undertook,  with  fuch  contemptible 
numbers,  to  defend  a circle  of  twelve  miles,  againd  an  army  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Barbarians.  In  the  walls  of  Rome, 
which  Belifarius  condruded  or  redored,  the  materials  of  ancient 
archite&ure  may  be  difeerned  ” ; and  the  whole  fortification  was 
completed,  except  in  a chafm  dill  extant  between  the  Pincian  and 
Flaminian  gates,  which  the  prejudices  of  the  Goths  and  Romans 
led  under  the  effectual  guard  of  St.  Peter  the  apodle  The  battle- 
ments or  badions  were  fhaped  in  diarp  angles ; a ditch,  broad  and 

71  In  the  year  1709*  Labat  (Voyages  en  Arnica,  1.  i.  c.  viii.  p.  31.)  could  diflinguifli 
Italic,  tom.  iii.  p 218.)  reckoned  138,568  the  tumultuarie  opere  di  Belifario. 

Chriftian  fouls,  befides  8 or  10,000  Jews—  99  The  hiTure  and  leaning  in  the  upper  part 
without  foals  ? — In  the  year  1763,  the  num-  of  the  wall,  which  Procopius  obferved  (Goth, 
bcri  exceeded  160,000.  1,  i.  c.  13.),  is  vifiblc  to  the  prefent  hour  (Da- 

19  The  accurate  eye  of  Nardini  (Roma  nat.  Roma  Vctos,  1,  i.  c.  17.  p.  53,  54.). 
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C h^a  p.  deep,  protected  the  foot  of  the  rampart ; and  the  archers  on  the 
— i rampart  were  a (lifted  by  military  engines;  the  balijia , a powerful 
crofs-bow,  which  darted  (hort  but  mafly  arrows ; the  onagri,  or  wild 
afl'es,  which,  on  the  principle  of  a fling,  threw  ftones  and  bullets  of 
an  enormous  flze".  A chain  was  drawn  acrofs  the  Tyber ; the 
arches  of  the  aqueducts  were  made  impervious,  and  the  mole  or 
fepulchrc  of  Hadrian”  was  converted,  for  the  firft  time,  to  the  ufes 
of  a citadel.  That  venerable  ftrudure  which  contained  the  allies 


of  the  Antonines,  was  a circular  turret  rifing  from  a quadrangular 
bafis  : it  was  covered  with  the  white  marble  of  Paros,  and  decorated 
by  the  ftatues  of  gods  and  heroes  ; and  the  lover  of  the  arts  mull 
read  with  a figh,  that  the  works  of  Praxiteles  or  Lyfippus  were  torn 
from  their  lofty  pedeftals,  and  hurled  into  the  ditch  on  the  heads  of 
the  befiegers”.  To  each  of  his  lieutenants,  Belifarius  afligned  the 
defence  of  a gate,  with  the  wife  and  peremptory  inftru&ion,  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  alarm,  they  fliould  fteadily  adhere  to  their 
refpedive  pods,  and  truft  their  general  for  the  fafety  of  Rome.  The 
formidable  hoft  of  the  Goths  was  infuflicicnt  to  embrace  the  ample 
meafure  of  the  city  : of  the  fourteen  gates,  feven  only  were  inverted 
from  the  Pneneftine  to  the  I’laminian  way ; and  Vitiges  divided  his 
troops  into  fix  camps,  each  of  which  was  fortified  with  a ditch  and 
rampart.  On  the  Tufcan  fide  of  the  river,  a feventh  encampment 


11  Lipfiui  (Opp.  tom  iii.  Foliorcet.  J.  iii.) 
was  ignorant  of  this  clear  and  confpicuous 
pafiage  of  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  21.). 
The  engine  was  named  0 the  wild  afs, 
a calcitrando  (Hen.  Steph.  Thefaur.  Lingua: 
Gnec.  tom.  ii.  p.  1340,  1341.  tom. iii.  p.  877.). 
I have  fern  an  ingenious  model,  contrived  and 
executed  by  general  Melville,  which  imitates 
Or  furpafl'es  the  art  of  antiquity. 

■*  The  defeription  of  this  maufoleum,  or 
mole,  in  Procopius  (I.  i.  0.25.)*  is  the  fir  it 
and  belt.  The  height  above  the  walls  cr^ht 


«<  Xj&a  £n\nr,  On  Nolli*s  great  plan,  the  fide* 
meafure  z 60  Englilh  feet. 

11  Praxiteles  excelled  in  Fauns,  and  that 
of  Athens  was  his  own  mailer-piece.  Rome 
now  contains  above  thirty  of  the  fame  cha- 
racter. When  the  ditch  of  St.  Angelo  was 
clean  fed  under  Urban  VIII.  the  workmen 
found  the  Beeping  Faun  of  the  Barberini  pa* 
lace ; but  a leg,  a thigh,  and  the  right  ar«i, 
had  been  broken  from  that  beautiful  llatue 
(Winclcelman,  Hill,  de  PArt,  tom.  H.  p.  52, 
53.  too.  iii.  p.  265.). 

was 
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was  formed  in  the  field  or  circus  of  the  Vatican,  for  the  important 
purpofe  of  commanding  the  Milvian  bridge  and  the  courfe  of  the 
Tyber ; but  they  approached  with  devotion  the  adjacent  church  of 
St.  Peter ; and  the  threfliold  of  the  holy  apoftlcs  was  refpe&ed 
during  the  fiege  by  a Chriftian  enemy.  In  the  ages  of  vi&ory,  as 
often  as  the  fenatc  decreed  fome  diftant  conquell,  the  conful  de- 
nounced hoflilities,  by  unbarring,  in  folcmn  pomp,  the  gates  of  the 
temple  of  Janus'4.  Domeftic  war  now  rendered  the  admonition 
fuperfluous,  and  the  ceremony  was  fuperfeded  by  the  cftablifhmcnt 
of  a new  religion.  But  the  brazen  temple  of  Janus  was  left  (landing 
in  the  forum ; of  a fize  fufficient  only  to  contain  the  (latuc  of  the 
$»od,  five  cubits  in  height,  of  a human  form,  but  with  two  faces, 
cliredled  to  the  eaft  and  weft.  The  double  gates  were  likewife  of 
larafs ; and  a fruitlels  effort  to  turn  them  on  their  rufty  hinges,  re- 
'vealcd  the  fcandalous  fecret,  that  fome  Romans-  were  dill  attached 
to  the  fuperftition  of  their  anceftors. 

Eighteen  days  were  employed  by  the  befiegers,  to  provide  all  the 
inftruments  of  attack  which  antiquity  had  invented.  Fafcines  were 
prepared  to  fill  the  ditches,  fcaling-ladders  to  afeend  the  walls.  The 
largeft  trees  of  the  foreft  fupplied  the  timbers  of  four  battering- 
rams  ; their  heads  were  armed  with  iron ; they  were  fufpended  by 
ropes,  and  each  of  them  was  worked  by  the  labour  of  fifty  men. 
The  lofty  wooden  turrets  moved  on  wheels  or  rollers,  and  formed  a 
fpacious  platform  of  the  level  of  the  rampart.  On  the  morning  of 
the  nineteenth  day,  a general  attack  was  made  from  the  Praeneftine 
gate  to  the  Vatican  : feven  Gothic  columns,  with  their' military  en- 
gines, advanced  to  the  affault ; and  the  Romans  who  lined  the  ram- 

94  Procopius  has  given  the  beft  defer  ip  t ion  Romuluj  and  Numi  (Nardlni,  p.  13.  2 56. 
of  the  temple  of  janus,  a national  deity  of  329.)-  Virgil  has  deferibed  the  ancient  cite, 
Latium  (Hcyne,  Excurf.  v.  ad  1.  vii.  y£neia).  like  a poet  and  an  antiquarian. 

It  was  once  a gate  in  the  primitive  city  of 

parts, 
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• parts,  liftcned  with  doubt  and  anxiety  to  the  cheerful  aflurances  of 

p their  commander.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  approached  the  ditch, 
Belifarius  himfelf  drew  the  firft  arrow ; and  fuch  was  his  ftrength 
and  dexterity,  that  he  transfixed  the  foremoft  of  the  Barbarian 
leaders.  A fhout  of  applaufe  and  vi&ory  was  re-echced  along  the 
wall.  He  drew  a fecond  arrow,  and  the  ftroke  was  followed  with 
the  fame  fuccefs  and  the  fame  acclamation.  The  Roman  general 
then  gave  the  word,  that  the  archers  fhould  aim  at  the  teams  of 
oxen;  they  were  inftantly  covered  with  mortal  wounds;  the  towers 
which  they  drew,  remained  ufelcfs  and  immovable,  and  a fingle 
moment  difconcerted  the  laborious  projects  of  the  king  of  the  Goths. 
After  this  difappointment,  Vitiges  ftill  continued,  or  feigned  to  con- 
tinue, the  aflault  of  the  Salarian  gate,  that  he  might  divert  the  at- 
tention of  his  adverfary,  while  his  principal  forces  more  ftrenuoufly 
attacked  the  Praneftine  gate  and  the  fepulchre  of  Hadrian,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  miles  from  each  other.  Near  the  former,  the 
double  walls  of  the  Vivarium  " were  low  or  broken  ; the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  latter  were  feebly  guarded : the  vigour  of  the  Goths 
was  excited  by  the  hope  of  vi&ory  and  fpoil ; and  if  a fingle  poll 
had  given  way,  the  Romans,  and  Rome  itfelf,  were  irrecoverably 
loft.  This  perilous  day  was  the  moft  glorious  in  the  life  of  Beli- 
farius. Amidft  tumult  and  diftnay,  the  whole  plan  of  the  attack 
and  defence  was  diftin&ly  prefent  to  his  mind ; he  obferved  the 
changes  of  each  inftant,  weighed  every  poflible  advantage,  tranfport- 
ed  his  perfon  to  the  feenes  of  danger,  and  communicated  his  fpirit 
in  calm  and  decifive  orders.  The  conteft  was  fiercely  maintained 
from  the  morning  to  the  evening ; the  Goths  were  repulfed  on  all 
fides,  and  each  Roman  might  boaft,  that  he  had  vanquifhed  thirty 

*5  Vi  varium  was  an  angle  in  the  new  wall  (1.  iv.  c.  2.  p.  159,  160.)  and  Nolli's  great 
indofed  for  wild  beaftt  (Procopius,  Goth.  I.i.  plan  of  Rome, 
c.  23.).  The  fpot  is  ftill  vifible  in  Nardini 

Barba- 
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Barbarians,  if  the  ftrange  difproportion  of  numbers  were  not  eoun-  CHAP, 
terbalanced  by  the  merit  of  one  man.  Thirty  thoufand  Goths,  ac-  j 

cording  to  the  confeffion  of  their  own  chiefs,  periflied  in  this  bloody 
adlion  ; and  the  multitude  of  the  wounded  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
flain.  When  they  advanced  to  the  aflault,  their  clofe  diforder  fuf- 
fered  not  a javelin  to  fall  without  effedt ; and  as  they  retired,  the 
populace  of  the  city  joined  the  purfuit,  and  flaughtered,  with  im- 
punity, the  backs  of  their  flying  enemies.  Belifarius  inftantly  fallied  Hi«  failles, 
from  the  gates ; and  while  the  foldiers  chaunted  his  name  and  vic- 
tory, the  hoflile  engines  of  war  were  reduced  to  alhes.  Such  was 
the  lofs  and  conllernation  of  the  Goths,  that,  from  this  day,  the  fiege 
of  Rome  degenerated  into  a tedious  and  indolent  blockade  ; and 
they  were  inccflantly  harafled  by  the  Roman  general,  who,  in  fre- 
quent Ikirmilhes,  deftroyed  above  five  thoufand  of  their  bravefl: 
troops.  Their  cavalry  was  unpradlifed  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow ; their 
archers  ferved  on  foot ; and  this  divided  force  was  incapable  of 
contending  with  their  adverfaries,  whofe  lances  and  arrows,  at  a dis- 
tance, or  at  hand,  were  alike  formidable.  The  confummate  fkill  of 
Belifarius  embraced  the  favourable  opportunities ; and  as  he  chofe 
the  ground  and  the  moment,  as  he  prefied  the  charge  or  founded 
the  retreat  “,  the  fquadrons  which  he  detached,  were  feldom  unfuc- 
celsful.  Thefe  partial  advantages  diflufed  an  impatient  ardour 
among  the  foldiers  and  people,  who  began  to  feel  the  hardfhips  of 
a fiege,  and  to  dilregard  the  dangers  of  a general  engagement. 

Each  plebeian  conceived  hiinfelf  to  be  an  hero,  and  the  infantry, 
who,  fince  the  decay  of  difeipline,  were  rejected  from  the  line  of 
battle,  afpired  to  the  ancient  honours  of  the  Roman  legion.  Bell— 

For  the  Roman  trumpet  and  its  various  by  the  horfe- trumpet  of  folid  brafs,  and  the 
notes,  confuU  Lipfius,  de  Militia  Rotnana  rttnat  by  the  foot-truTipet  of  leather  and 
(Opp.  tom.  iii.  1.  iv.  Dialog,  x.  p.  125 — light  wood,  was  recommended  by  Procopius, 

129.).  A mode  of  diiUnguiihing  the  ebargt  and  adopted  by  Belifarius  (Goth,  l.ii.c.  23.)* 
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C ?„A  P lari  us  praifed  the  fpirit  of  his  troops,  condemned  their  preemption, 
v — — _>  yielded  to  their  clamours,  and  prepared  the  remedies  of  a defeat,  the 
•poflibility  of  which  he  alone  had  courage  to  fufpedt.  In  the  quarter 
of  the  Vatican,  the  Romans  prevailed ; and  if  the  irreparable  mo- 
ments had  not  been  wafted  in  the  pillage  of  the  camp,  they  might 
■have  occupied  the  Milvian  bridge,  and  charged  in  the  rear  of  the 
Gothic  hoft.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Tyber,  Belifarius  advanced 
from  the  Pincian  and  Salarian  gates.  But  his  army,  four  thoufand 
foldiers  perhaps,  was  loft  in  a fpacious  plain  ; they  were  encom- 
paffed  and  oppreffed  by  frefh  multitudes,  who  continually  relieved 
the  broken  ranks  of  the  Barbarians.  The  valiant  leaders  of  the  in- 
fantry were  unfkiHcd  to  conquer ; they  died : the  retreat  (an  hafty 
retreat)  was  covered  by  the  prudence  of  the  general,  and  the  victors 
ftaited  back  with  affright  from  the  formidable  afpeCt  of  an  armed 
rampart.  The  reputation  of  Belifarius  was  unfullied  by  a defeat ; 
and  the  vain  confidence  of  the  Goths  was  not  lefs  ferviceable  to  his 
defigns,  than  the  repentance  and  modefty  of  the  Roman  troops. 
DiiWi  of  From  the  moment  that  Belifarius  had  determined  to  fuftain  a fiege, 
his  aftiduous  care  provided  Rome  againft  the  danger  of  famine, 
more  dreadful  than  the  Gothic  arms.  An  extraordinary  fupply  of 
corn  was  imported  from  Sicily:  the  harvefts  of  Campania  and  Tuf- 
cany  were  forcibly  fwept  for  the  ufe  of  the  city ; and  the  rights  of 
private  property  were  infringed  by  the  ftrong  plea  of  the  public 
fafety.  It  might  eafily  be  forefeen  that  the  enemy  would  intercept 
the  aquedudts ; and  the  ceftation  of  the  water-mills  was  the  firft  in- 
convenience, which  was  fpeedily  removed  by  mooring  large  veffels, 
and  fixing  mill-ftones,  in  the  current  of  the  river.  The  ftream  was 
foon  embarrafled  by  the  trunks  of  trees,  and  polluted  with  dead 
hoilies ; yet  fo  effectual  were  the  precautions  of  the  Roman  general, 
that  the  waters  of  the  Tjber  ftill  continued  to  give  motion  to  the 
2 mills 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

-mills  and  drink  to  the  inhabitants : the  more  diftant  quarters  were  ( 
fupplied  from  domeftic  wells ; and  a beficged  city  might  fupport,  > 
without  impatience,  the  privation  of  her  public  baths.  A large  por- 
tion of  Rome,  from  the  Prameftine  gate  to  the  church  of  St.  Paul, 
was  never  inverted  by  the  Goths  } their  excurfions  were  reftrained 
by  the  adlivity  of  the  Mooriih  troops : the  navigation  of  the  Tyber, 
and  the  Latin,  Appian,  and  Oftian  ways,  were  left  free  and  un- 
molefted  for  the  introduction  of  corn  and  cattle,  or  the  retreat  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  fought  a refuge  in  Campania  or  Sicily.  Anxious 
to  relieve  himfelf  from  an  ufelefs  and  devouring  multitude,  Be- 
lifarius  iflued  his  peremptory  orders  for  the  inftant  departure  of  the 
women,  the  children,  and  flaves ; required  his  foldiers  to  difmifs 
their  male  and  female  attendants,  and  regulated  their  allowance, 
that  one  moiety  fhould  be  given  in  provifions,  and  the  other  in 
money.  His  forefight  was  juftified  by  the  encreafe  of  the  public 
diftrefs,  as  foon  as  the  Goths  had  occupied  two  important  ports  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  By  the  lofs  of  the  port,  or  as  it  is 
now  called,  the  city  of  Porto,  he  was  deprived  of  the  country  on  the 
right  of  the  Tyber,  and  the  beft  communication  with  the  fea ; and 
he  reflected  with  grief  and  anger,  that  three  hundred  men,  could  he 
have  fpared  fuch  a feeble  band,  might  have  defended  its  impregnable 
works.  Seven  miles  from  the  capital,  between  the  Appian  and  the 
Latin  ways,  two  principal  aquedudts  crofling,  and  again  crofling 
each  other,  inclofed  within  their  folid  and  lofty  arches  a fortified 
fpace'7,  where  Vitiges  eftabliflied  a camp  of  feven  thoufand  Goth* 

17  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  3.)  has  forgot  or  eight  miles  from  the  city  (50  ftadia),  on. 
to  name  thefe  aquedudh;  nor  can  fuch  a the  road  to  Albano,  between  the  Latin  and 
double  imerfeciion,  at  fuch  a diftancc  from  Appian  ways.  I difeern  the  remains  of  ati 
Rome,  be  clearly  afeertained  from  the  writ*  aqueduA  (probably  the  Scptimian),  a feriea 
ings  of  Frontinus  Fabretti  and  Efchinard,  de  (630  paces)  of  arches  twenty-live  feet  high 
Aquis  and  de  Agro  Romano,  or  from  the  lo-  1 

cal  maps  of  Lameti  and  Ciogolani.  Seven 

Vox,.  IV.  B b to 
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c H^  A P.  t0  intercept  the  convoys  of  Sicily  and  Campania.  The  granaries  of 

»— v < Rome  were  infenfibly  exhaufted,  the  adjacent  country  had  been 

wafted  with  fire  and  fword  ; filch  fcanty  fupplics  as  might  yet  be 
obtained  by  hafty  excurfions,  were  the  reward  of  valour,  and  the 
purchafe  of  wealth : the  forage  of  the  horfes,  and  the  bread  of  the 
. foldiers,  never  failed  ; but  in  the  laft  months  of  the  fiege,  the  people 
was  expofed  to  the  miferies  of  fcarcity,  unwholefomc  food",  and 
contagious  diforders.  Belifarius  faw  and  pitied  their  fufferings ; 
but  he  had  forefetn,  and  he  watched  the  decay  of  their  loyalty,  and 
the  progrefs  of  their  difeontenr.  Adverfity  had  awakened  the  Ro- 
mans from  the  dreams  of  grandeur  and  freedom,  and  taught  them 
the  humiliating  leflbn,  that  it  was  of  finall  moment  to  their  real 
happinefs,  whether  the  name  of  their  mafter  was  derived  from  the 
Gothic  or  the  Latin  language.  The  lieutenant  of  Juftinian  liftened  to 
their  juft  complaints,  but  he  rejected  with  difdain  the  idea  of  flight 
or  capitulation ; repreflfed  their  clamorous  impatience  for  battle 
amufed  them  with  the  profpedt  of  fure  and  fpeedy  relief ; and  fe- 
cured  himfelf  and  the  city  from  the  efiedts  of  their  defpair  or 
treachery.  Twice  in  each  month  he  changed  the  ftation  of  the  of- 
ficers to  whom  the  cuftody  of  the  gates  was  committed  : the  various- 
precautions,  of  patrols,  watch-words,  lights,  and  mufic,  were  repeat- 
edly employed  to  difeover  whatever  pafled  on  the  ramparts  ; out- 
guards  were  polled  beyond  the  ditch,  and  the  trufty  vigilance  of 
dogs  fupplied  the  more  doubtful  fidelity  of  mankind.  A letter  was 
intercepted,  which  allured  the  king  of  the  Goths,  that  the  Afinarian 
gate,  adjoining  to  the  Lateran  church,  Ihould  be  fecretly  opened  to 
Ixilcof  pope  his  troops.  On  the  proof  or  fufpicion  of  treafon,  fcveral  fenators 

Sylverius, 

a.  D.  537,  were  bamfhed,  and  the  pope  Sylverius  was  fummoned  to  attend  the 

Nov.  17. 


11  They  made  faufages,  aXXarrat,  of  male's  logna  faufages  are  (aid  to  be  made  of  a/s 
flcih  : unwholefomc,  if  the  animals  had  died  fiefti  (Voyages  de  Labat,  tom.  ii.  p.  218.). 
of  the  plague.  Otherwife  the  famous  Bo* 
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reprefentative  of  his  fovereign,  at  his  head-quarters  in  the  Pincian 
palace  **.  The  ecclefiaflics  who  followed  their  bifhop,  were  detained 
in  the  firft  or  fecond  apartment  **,  and  he  alone  was  admitted  to  the 
prefence  of  Belifarius.  The  conqueror  of  Rome  and  Carthage  was 
modeftly  feated  at  the  feet  of  Antonina,  who  reclined  on  a (lately 
couch  : the  general  was  filent,  but  the  voice  of  reproach  and  menace 
iffued  from  the  mouth  of  his  imperious  wife.  Accufed  by  credible 
witneffes,  and  the  evidence  of  his  own  fubfeription,  the  fucceffor  of 
St.  Peter  was  defpoiled  of  his  pontifical  ornaments,  clad  in  the  mean 
habit  of  a monk,  and  embarked,  without  delay,  for  a diftant  exile  in 
the  Eaft.  At  the  emperor’s  command,  the  clergy  of  Rome  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  a new  bifhop ; and  after  a folemn  invocation 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  cledlcd  the  deacon  Vigilius,  who  had  purchafed 
the  papal  throne  by  a bribe  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold.  The 
profit,  and  confcquently  the  guilt  of  this  fimony,  was  imputed  to 
Belifarius : but  the  hero  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  wife ; Antonina 
ferved  the  pafiions  of  the  emprefs;  and  Theodora  lavifhed  her  trea- 
fures,  in  the  vain  hope  of  obtaining  a pontiff  hoftile  or  indifferent  to 
the  council  of  Chalcedon'1. 

The  epiftlc  of  Belifarius  to  the  emperor  announced  his  victory, 
his  danger,  and  his  refolution.  “ According  to  your  commands, 
“ we  have  entered  the  dominions  of  the  Goths,  and  reduced  to 


,p  The  name  of  the  palace,  the  hill,  and 
the  adjoining  gate,  were  all  derived  from  the 
fenator  Pincius.  Some  recent  veftiges  of 
temples  and  churches  arc  now  fmoothed  in 
the  garden  of  the  Minims  of  the  Trinita  del 
Monte  (Nardini,  !.  iv.  c ♦ 7.  p.  196.  Efchi- 
nard,  p.  209,  210.  the  old  plan  of  Buifa- 
lino,  and  the  great  plan  of  Nolli).  Belifarius 
had  fixed  his  liation  between  the  Pineian  and 
Salarian  gates  (Procop.  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  15.). 

From  the  mention  of  the  primum  et  fe- 
cundum  velum, it  fliould  feem  that  Belifarius, 

Bb 


even  in  a firge,  reprefented  the  emperor,  and 
maintained  the  proud  ceremonial  of  the  By* 
ran  cine  palace. 

91  Of  this  aflo f facrilege, Procopius  (Goth. 
1.  i.c.  25.)  is  a dry  and  reluctant  witnefs.  The 
narratives  of  Liberatus  (Breviarium,  c.  22.) 
andAnnftafius  (dcVit.  Pont.  p.  39.)  are  cha- 
ratteriftic,  but  paffionate.  Hear  the  execra- 
tions of  Cardinal  Baronius  (A.  D.  33 6. 
N®  123.  A.  D.  538.  N°  4— jo.):  porten- 
turo,  facinus  omni  exccratione  dignum. 

2 “ your 
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CHAP.  “ your  obedience,  Sicily,  Campania,  and  the  city  of  Rome : but 
•, — _?  “ the  lofs  of  thefe  conquefts  will  be  more  difgraceful  than  their  ac- 
“ quifition  was  glorious.  Hitherto  we  have  fuccefsfully  fought 
“ againft  the  multitudes  of  the  Barbarians,  but  their  multitudes  may 
“ finally  prevail.  Vidory  is  the  gift  of  Providence,  but  the  repu- 
“ tation  of  kings  and  generals  depends  on  the  fuccefs  or  the  failure 
“ of  their  defigns.  Permit  me  to  fpeak  with  freedom ; if  you  with 
“ that  we  fliould  live,  fend  us  fubfiftcnce ; if  you  defire  that  we 
“ fliould  conquer,  fend  us  arms,  horfes,  and  men.  The  Romans 
“ have  received  us  as  friends  and  deliverers  ; but  in  our  prefent 
“ diftrefs,  they  will  be  either  betrayed  by  their  confidence,  or  we 
“ (hall  be  opprefled  by  tbeir  treachery  and  hatred.  For  myfelf, 
“ my  life  is  confecratcd  to  your  fcrvice : it  is  yours  to  refled,  whe- 
“ ther  my  death  in  this  fituation  will  contribute  to  the  glory  and 
“ profperity  of  your  reign.”  Perhaps  that  reign  would  have  been 
equally  profperous,  if  the  peaceful  mailer  of  the  Eafl  had  [abllained 
from  the  conquell  of  Africa  and  Italy  : but  as  Juftinian  was  ambi- 
tious of  fame,  he  made  fome  efforts,  they  were  feeble  and  languid, 
to  fupport  and  refeue  his  vidorious  general.  A reinforcement  of 
fixteen  hundred  Sclavonians  and  Huns  was  led  by  Martin  and  Va 
lerian ; and  as  they  had  repofed  during  the  winter  fcafon  in  the 
harbours  of  Greece,  the  ftrength  of  the  men  and  horfes  was  not  im- 
paired by  the  fatigues  of  a fea-voyage ; and  they  diflinguiflied  their 
valour  in  the  firft  fally  againft  the  befiegers.  About  the  time  of 
the  fummer  folftice,  Euthalius  landed  at  Terracina  with  large  fums 
of  money  for  the  payment  of  the  troops : he  cautioufly  proceeded 
along  the  Appian  way,  and  this  convoy  entered  Rome  through  the 
gate  Capcna'1,  while  Bclifarius,  on  the  other  fide,  diverted  the  at- 

The  old  Capena  was  remored  by  Aurc-  foot  has  been  confccrated by  theEgeriangrete, 
lian  to,  or  near,  the  modern  gate  of  St.  Se-  the  memory  of  Numa,  triumphal  arches,  the 
baitian  (fee  Nolli’j  plan).  That  memorable  fepulchrcs  of  the  Scipios,  Mctelli,  &c. 
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tention  of  the  Goths  by  a vigorous  and  fuccefsful  fkirmifh.  Thefe  c H A P. 
leafonable  aids,  the  ufe  and  reputation  of  which  were  dextroufly  1 ■ 

managed  by  the  Roman  general,  revived  the  courage,  or  at  leafl 
the  hopes  of  the  foldiers  and  people.  The  hiftorian  Procopius  was 
difpatched  with  an  important  commiflion,  to  colled  the  troops  and 
provifions  which  Campania  could  furnilh,  or  Conftantinople  had 
fent  i aad  the  fecretary  of  Belifarius  was  foon  followed  by  Antonina 
herfelf”,  who  boldly  traverfed  the  polls  of  the  enemy,  and  returned 
•with  the  Oriental  fuccours  to  the  relief  of  her  hulband  and  the  be- 
fieged  city.  A fleet  of  three  thoufand  Ifaurians  call  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  Naples,  and  afterwards  at  Oltia.  Above  two  thoufand  horfe, 
of  whom  a part  were  Thracians,  landed  at  Tarentum ; and,  after 
the  junction  of  five  hundred  foldiers  of  Campania,  and  a train  of 
waggons  laden  with  wine  and  flour,  they  directed  their  march  on 
the  Appian  way,  from  Capua  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  The 
forces  that  arrived  by  land  and  fea,  were  united  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tyber.  Antonina  convened  a council  of  war : it  was  refolved  to 
furmount,  with  fails  and  oars,  the  adverfe  ftream  of  the  river : and 
the  Goths  were  apprehenfive  of  difturbing,  by  any  ralh  hoftilities, 
the  negotiation  to  which  Belifarius  had  craftily  Aliened.  They  credu- 
loufly  believed,  that  they  faw  no  more  than  the  vanguard  of  a fleet  and 
army,  which  already  covered  the  Ionian  fea  and  the  plains  of  Cam- 
pania ; and  the  illufion  was  fupported  by  the  haughty  language  of 
the  Roman  general,  when  he  gave  audience  to  the  amballadors  of 
Vitiges.  After  a fpecious  difeourfe  to  vindicate  the  jullice  of  his 
caufe,  they  declared,  that,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  they  were  dif- 
pofed  to  renounce  the  poflefliou  of  Sicily.  “ The  emperor  is  not 
“ lels  generous,”  replied  his  lieutenant,  with  a diidainful  fmilc, 

The  expreflton  of  Procopius  h»i  an  in-  Erjnpiiw  «apa?o«i»  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  4.).  Yet 
jidious  cait—  t*  th  a*p»?arj  he  is  fpeaking  of  a woman. 

“ in 
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“ in  return  for  a gift  which  you  no  longer  pofTefs ; he  prefents  you 
« with  an  ancient  province  of  the  empire  ; he  refigns  to  the  Goths 
“ the  fovereignty  of  the  Britifh  ifland.”  Belifarius  reje&ed  with 
equal  firmnefs  and  contempt,  the  offer  of  a tribute  ; but  he  allowed 
the  Gothic  ambalTadors  to  feek  their  fate  from  the  mouth  cf  Jufti- 
nian  himfelf ; and  confcnted,  with  feeming  reludancc,  to  a truce  of 
three  months,  from  the  winter  folftice  to  the  equinox  of  fpring. 
Prudence  might  not  fafely  truft  either  the  oaths  or  hoftages  of  the 
Barbarians,  but  the  confcious  fuperiority  of  the  Roman  chief  was 
expreffed  in  the  diftribution  of  his  troops.  As  foon  as  fear  or 
hunger  compelled  the  Goths  to  evacuate  Alba,  Porto,  and  Centum- 
cella:,  their  place  was  inftantly  fupplied  ; the  garrifons  of  Narni, 
Spoleto,  and  Perufia,  were  reinforced,  and  the  feven  camps  of  the 
befiegers  were  gradually  cncompafTed  with  the  calamities  of  a fiegc. 
The  prayers  and  pilgrimage  of  Datius,  bifhop  of  Milan,  were  not 
without  effedt ; and  he  obtained  one  thoufand  Thracians  and  Ifau- 
rians,  to  affift  the  revolt  of  Liguria  againft  her  Arian  tyrant.  At 
the  fame  time,  John  the  Sanguinary”,  the  nephew  of  Vitalian,  was 
detached  with  two  thoufand  chofen  horfe,  firft  to  Alba  on  the  Fucinc 
lake,  and  afterwards  to  the  frontiers  of  Picenum  on  the  Hadriatic 
fea.  “ In  that  province,”  faid  Belifarius,  “ the  Goths  have  de- 
“ pofited  their  families ‘and  treafures,  without  a guard  or  the  fufpi- 
“ cion  of  danger.  Doubtlefs,  they  will  violate  the  truce  : let  them 
“ feel  your  prefence,  before  they  hear  of  your  motions.  Spare  the 
“ Italians  ; fuffer  not  any  fortified  places  to  remain  hoftile  in  your 
“ rear  ; and  faithfully  referve  the  fpoil  for  an  equal  and  common 
“ partition.  It  would  not  be  reafonablc,”  he  added  with  a laugb, 
“ that  whillt  we  are  toiling  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the  drones,  our 
“ more  fortunate  brethren  lliould  rifle  and  enjoy  the  honey.” 

94  Annflafius  (p.  40.)  has  preferved  ibis  epichet  of  SaNguinarins , which  might  do  ho* 
cour  to  a t\ger. 

6 The 
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The  whole  nation  of  the  Oftrogolhs  had  been  affembled  for  the  CHAP. 

. XLI. 

attack,  and  was  almolt  entirely  confumcd  in  the  liege,  of  Rome.  If  1 — • 

any  credit  be  due  to  an  intelligent  fpc&ator,  one-third  at  leaft  of  raifetheficge 
their  enormous  holt  was  deftroyed,  in  frequent  and  bloody  combats 
tinder  the  walls  of  the  city.  The  bad  fame  and  pernicious  qualities 
of  the  fummer  air,  might  already  be  imputed  to  the  decay  of  agri- 
culture and  population ; and  the  evils  of  famine  and  peftilence  were 
aggravated  by  their  own  licentioufnefs,  and  the  unfriendly  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  country.  While  Vitiges  liruggled  with  his  fortune ; 
while  he  hefitated  between  lhame  and  ruin ; his  retreat  was  haftened 
by  domellic  alarms.  The  king  of  the  Goths  was  informed  by 
trembling  meffengers,  that  John  the  Sanguinary  fpread  the  dc vaca- 
tions of  war  from  the  Appenine  to  the  Hadriatic ; that  the  rich 
fpoils  and  innumerable  captives  of  Picenum  were  lodged  in  the 
fortifications  of  Rimini ; and  that  this  formidable  chief  had  defeated 
his  uncle,  infulted  his  capital,  and  feduced,  by  fecret  correfpond- 
ence,  the  fidelity  of  his  wife,  the  imperious  daughter  of  Amala- 
fbntha.  Yet,  before  he  retired,  Vitiges  made  a lalt  effort,  either 
to  ftorrn  or  to  furprii'e  the  city.  A fecret  paffage  was  difeovered  in 
one  of  the  aqueducts ; two  citizens  of  the  Vatican  were  tempted 
by  bribes  to  intoxicate  the  guards  of  the  Aurclian  gate ; an  attack 
was  meditated  on  the  walls  beyond  the  Tybcr,  in  a place  which 
was  not  fortified  with  towers ; and  the  Barbarians  advanced,  with 
torches  and  fcaling-ladders,  to  the  affault  of  the  Pincian  gate.  But 
every  attempt  was  defeated  by  the  intrepid  vigilance  of  Belifarius 
and  his  band  of  veterans,  who,  in  the  molt  perilous  moments,  did 
not  regret  the  abfence  of  their  companions ; and  the  Goths,  alike 
deftitute  of  hope  and  fubfiftencc,  clamoroufly  urged  their  departure, 
before  the  truce  Ihould  expire,  and  the  Roman  cavalry  Ihould  again 
be  united.  One  year  and  nine  days  after  rhe  commencement  of 
the  fiege,  an  army,  fo  lately  ftrong  and  triumphant,  burnt  their 
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CHAT  tents,  and  tumultuoufly  repaired  the  Milvian  bridge.  They  repafled 
<- — — ' not  with  impunity : their  thronging  multitudes,  opprefTed  in  a nar- 
row paiiage,  were  driven  headlong  into  the  Tyber,  by  their  own 
fears  and  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ; and  the  Roman  general,  fal- 
lying  from  the  Pincian  gate,  infli&ed  a fevere  and  difgraceful  wound 
•on  their  retreat.  The  flow  length  of  a fickly  and  defponding  hoft 
was  heavily  dragged  along  the  Flaminian  way;  from  whence  the 
Barbarians  were  fometimes  compelled  to  deviate,  left  they  Ihould 
encounter  the  hoftile  garrifons  that  guarded  the  high  road  to  Ritnini 
and  Ravenna.  Yet  fo  powerful  was  this  flying  army,  that  Yitiges. 
fpared  ten  thoufand  men  for  the  defence  of  the  cities  which  he  was 
molt  folicitous  to  prclervc,  and  detached  his  nephew  Uraias,  with 
an  adequate  force,  for  the  chaftifement  of  rebellious  Milan.  At  the 
head  of  his  principal  army,  he  befieged  Rimini,  only  thirty-three 
miles  diftant  from  the  Gothic  capital.  A feeble  rampart,  and  a 
lhallow  ditch,  were  maintained  by  the  Ikill  and  valour  of  John  the 
Sanguinary,  who  lhared  the  danger  and  fatigue  of  the  meaneft 
foldier,  and  emulated,  on  a theatre  lefs  illudrious,  the  military  vir- 
Lofc  Rimini;  tucs  of  his  great  commander.  The  towers  and  battering  engines  of 
the  Barbarians  were  rendered  ufelefs ; their  attacks  were  repulfed ; 
and  the  tedious  blockade,  which  reduced  the  garrifon  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity of  hunger,  afforded  time  for  the  union  and  march  of  the 
Roman  forces.  A fleet  which  had  furprifed  Ancona,  failed  along 
the  coafl  of  the  Hadriatic,  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged  city.  The 
eunuch  Narfes  landed  in  Picenum  with  two  thoufand  Heruli  and 
five  thoufand  of  the  braved  troops  of  the  Ead.  The  rock  of  the 
Appenine  was  forced ; ten  thoufand  veterans  moved  round  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  under  the  command  of  Bclifarius  himfelf;  and 
a new  army,  whofe  encampment  blazed  with  innumerable  lights, 
appeared  to  advance  along  the  Flaminian  way.  Overwhelmed  with 
adonifhment  and  defpair,  the  Goths  abandoned  the  fiege  of  Rimini, 
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their  ■ tents,  their  ftandards,  and  their  leaders ; and  Vitiges,  who 
gave  or  followed  the  example  of  flight,  never  halted  till  he  found 
a fhelter  within  the  walls  and  morafles  of  Ravenna. 

To  thefe  walls,  and  to  fomc  fortrefles  dcftitute  of  any  mutual 
fupport,  the  Gothic  monarchy  was  now  reduced.  The  provinces  of 
Italy  had  embraced  the  party  of  the  emperor ; and  his  army,  gra- 
dually recruited  to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  mufl  have 
atchieved  an  eafy  and  rapid  conqueft,  if  their  invincible  powers  had 
not  been  weakened  by  the  difeord  of  the  Roman  chiefs.  Before  the 
end  of  the  fiege,  an  aft  of  blood,  ambiguous  and  indifereet,  fullied 
the  fair  fame  of  Belifarius.  Prefidius,  a loyal  Italian,  as  he  fled 
from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  was  rudely  flopped  by  Conflantine,  the  mi- 
litary governor  of  Spoleto,  and  defpoiled,  even  in  a church,  of  two 
daggers  richly  inlaid  with  gold  and  precious  ftones.  As  foon  as 
the  public  danger  had  ftibfided,  Prefidius  complained  of  the  lofc  and 
injury : his  complaint  was  heard,  but  the  order  of  reflitution  was 
difobeyed  by  the  pride  and  avarice  of  the  offender.  Exafperated  by 
the  delay,  Prefidius  boldly  arrefted  the  general’s  horfe  as  he  palled 
through  the  forum ; and  with  the  fpirit  of  a citizen,  demanded  the 
common  benefit  of  the  Roman  laws.  The  honour  of  Belifarius  was 
engaged ; he  fummoned  a council ; claimed  the  obedience  of  his 
fubordinate  officer ; and  was  provoked,  by  an  infolent  reply,  to  call 
haftily  for  the  prefence  of  his  guards.  Conflantine,  viewing  their 
entrance  as  the  fignal  of  death,  drew  his  fword,  and  rulhed  on  the 
general,  who  nimbly  eluded  the  ftroke,  and  was  protefted  by  his 
friends;  while  the  defperate  aflaffin  was  difarmed,  dragged  into  a 
neighbouring  chamber,  and  executed,  or  rather  murdered,  by  the 
guards,  at  the  arbitrary  command  of  Belifarius”.  In  this  liafty  aft 
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Death  of 
Conftantine. 


*’  This  tranfaftion  is  related  in  the  public  caution  ; in  the  Anecdotes  (c.  7.)  with  male- 
biliary  (Goth.  1.  ii,  c.  8.)  with  candour  or  volence  or  freedom  i but  Marcellinus,  or  ra- 
Vol.  IV.  C c ther 
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The  eunuch 


of  violence,  the  guilt  of  Conftantine  was  no  longer  remembered ; 
the  dcfpair  and  death  of  that  valiant  officer  were  fecretly  imputed 
to  the  revenge  of  Antonina ; and  each  of  his  colleagues,  confcious 
of  the  fame  rapine,  was  apprehenfive  of  the  fame  fate.  The  fear  of 
a common  enemy  fufpcndcd  the  effcdb  of  their  envy  and  difcon- 
tent ; but  in  the  confidence  of  approaching  victory,  they  mitigated 
a powerful  rival  to  oppofe  the  conqueror  of  Rome  and  Africa. 
From  the  domcftic  fervice  of  the  palace,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the 
private  revenue,  Narfes  the  eunuch  was  fuddenly  exalted  to  the  head 
of  an  army ; and  the  fpirit  of  an  hero,  who  afterwards  equalled  the 
merit  and  glory  of  Belifarius,  ferved  only  to  perplex  the  operations  of 
the  Gothic  war.  To  his  prudent  counlcls,  the  relief  of  Rimini  was 
aferibed  by  the  leaders  of  the  difeontented  faction,  who  exhorted 
Narfes  to  affiime  an  independent  and  feparate  command.  The 
epiftle  of  Juftinian  had  indeed  enjoined  his  obedience  to  the  gene- 
ral ; but  the  dangerous  exception,  “ as  far  as  may  be  advantageous 
“ to  the  public  fervice,”  referved  fome  freedom  of  judgment  to  the 
difereet  favourite,  who  had  fo  lately  departed  from  the  fticred  and 
familiar  converfation  of  his  fovcrcign.  In  the  exercifc  of  this  doubt- 
ful right,  the  eunuch  perpetually  diflented  from  the  opinions  of  Be- 
lifarius ; and,  after  yielding  with  reluctance  to  the  fiege  of  Urbino, 
he  deferted  his  colleague  in  the  night,  and  marched  away  to  the 
conqucft  of  the  fEmilian  province.  The  fierce  and  formidable  bands 
of  the  Heruli  were  attached  to  the  perfon  of  Narfes  " ; ten  thoufand 
Romans  and  confederates  were  perfuaded  to  march  under  his  ban- 
ners j every  malccontent  embraced  the  fair  opportunity  of  revenging 


ther  his  continuator  (in  Chron.),  carts  a (hade 
of  premeditated  afTiilination  over  the  death 
of  Conftantine.  He  had  performed  good 
fervice  at  Rome  and  Spo!e:o  (Procop.  Goth. 
I.  i.  C.  7*14.);  but  Alemannus  confounds 
him  with  a Con ftanti anus  comes  ftabuli. 

84  They  refufed  to  ferve  after  hit  depar- 

7 


tore ; fold  their  captives  and  cattle  to  the 
Goths  ; and  fwore  never  to  fight  againfl 
them.  Procopius  introduces  a curious  di- 
gr^flion  on  the  manners  and  adventures  of 
this  wandering  nation,  a part  of  whom  final- 
ly emigrated  to  Thule  or  Scandinavia  (Goth, 
l.ii.  c.  14,  1 S')* 

his 
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liis  private  or  imaginary  wrongs ; and  the  remaining  troops  of  Beli-  CHAP, 
iarius  were  divided  and  difperfed  from  the  garrifons  of  Sicily  to  the  1 t 

Ihores  of  the  Hadriatic.  His  fkill  i 
cbfiaclc : Urbino  was  taken,  the 
-Auximum,  were  undertaken  and  vigoroufly  profecuted  j and  the 
eunuch  Narfes  was  at  length  recalled  to  the  domeftic  cares  of  the 
palace.  All  diflenfions  were  healed,  and  all  oppofition  was  fubdued 
by  the  temperate  authority  of  the  Roman  general,  to  whom  his 
enemies  could  not  refufe  their  efteem  ; and  Belifarius  inculcated  the 
ialutary  leflon,  that  the  forces  of  the  ftatc  fliould  compofc  one  body, 
and  be  animated  by  one  foul.  But  in  the  interval  of  difeord,  the 
Goths  were  permitted  to  breathe ; an  important  fcafon  was  loft, 

Milan  was  deftroyed,  and  the  northern  provinces  of  Italy  were 
afflicted  by  an  inundation  of  the  Franks. 

When  Juftinian  firft  meditated  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  he  fent  am-  invafion  of 
baffadors  to  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  and  adjured  them,  by  the  com-  Frinki!  he 
mon  ties  of  alliance  and  religion,  to  join  in  the  holy  enterprife  againft  $ j8>' 
the  Arians.  The  Goths,  as  their  wants  were  more  urgent,  employed 
a more  cffe&ual  mode  of  perfuafion,  and  vainly  ftrove,  by  the  gift 
of  lands  and  money,  to  purchafe  the  friendlhip,  or  at  leaft  the  neu- 
trality, of  a light  and  perfidious  nation  ”.  But  the  arms  of  Belifa- 
rius, and  the  revolt  of  the  Italians,  had  no  fooner  fhaken  the  Gothic 
monarchy,  than  Theodebert  of  Auftrafia,  the  mod  powerful  and 
warlike  of  the  Merovingian  kings,  was  perfuaded  to  fuccour  their 
diftrefs  by  an  indirect  and  leafonable  aid.  Without  expcdling  the 
confent  of  their  fovereign,  ten  thoufand  Burgundians,  his  recent 
fubjefls,  defeended  from  the  Alps,  and  joined  the  troops  which 
Vitigcs  had  fent  to  chaftife  the  revolt  of  Milan.  After  an  obftinate 

This  national  reproach  of  perfidy  (Pro-  who  crisicifes,  ts  if  he  had  rot  read,  the 
cop.  Goth.  I.  ii.  c.  25.)  offends  the  car  of  La  Greek  hifioiian. 

Mothe  Ic  Vayer  (tom.  viiu  p.  163 — 165.), 

C c 2 fiege, 


ad  perfeverance  overcame  every  Firmneftand 
fieges  of  Fxfulae,  Orvieto,  and  Bclifiiiai.  ^ 
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fiege,  the  capital  of  Liguria  was  reduced  by  famine,  but  no  capitu- 
lation could  be  obtained,  except  for  the  fafe  retreat  of  the  Roman 
garril'on.  Datius,  the  orthodox  biihop,  who  had  feduced  his  coun- 
trymen to  rebellion*'  and  ruin,  efcaped  to  the  luxury  and  honours  of 
the  Byzantine  court’*;  but  the  clergy,  perhaps  the  Arian  clergy* 
were  flaughtered  at  the  foot  of  their  own  altars  by  the  defenders  of 
the  Catholic  faith.  Three  hundred  thoufand  males  were  reported 
to  be  flam1*0;  the  female  fex,  and  the  more  precious  fpoil,  was  re- 
figned  to  the  Burgundians  ; and  the  houfes,  or  at  leaft  the  walls,  of 
Milan  were  levelled  with  the  ground.  Tire  Goths,  in  their  laft 
moments,  were  revenged  by  tl>e  deftruftion  of  a city,  fccond  only* 
to  Rome  in  fize  and  opulence,  in  the  fplendour  of  its  buildings,  or 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants ; and  Belifarius  fympathized  alone  in 
the  fate  of  his  deferted  and  devoted  friends.  Encouraged  by  this 
fuccefsful  inroad,  Thcodcbert  himfelf,  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  in- 
vaded the  plains  of  Italy  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
Barbarians  ,0‘.  The  king,  and  fome  chofen  followers,  were  mounted 
on  horfcback,  and  armed  with  lances;  the  infantry,  without  bows, 
or  fpears,  were  fatisfied  with  a fhield,  a fword,  and  a double-edged 
battle-axe,  which,  in  their  hands,  became  a deadly  and  unerring, 
weapon.  Italy  trembled  at  the  march  of  the  Franks;  and  both  the 

Baronlui  applauds  His  treafon,  and  joftl-  incredible;  and  the  fecond  or  third  city  oflta/y 
ficj  the  Catholic  biihops — qui  ne  Tub  hcrctico  need  not  repine  if  we  only  decimate  the  nuin- 
principe  deganc  omnem  lapidem  movent  — an  ben  of  the  prefent  text.  Both  Milan  and 
ufeful  caution.  The  more  rational  Muratori  Genoa  revived  in  left  than  thirty  years  (Paul 
(Annali  d’ltalia,  tom.  v.  p.  54.)  hints  at  the  Diacon.  de  Geftis  Langobard.,  I.  ii.  c.  38.). 
guilt  of  perjury,  and  blames  at  leaft  the  ise-  ,01  BeGdes  Procopius,  perhaps  too  Roman, 
frudatet  of  Datius*  fee  the  Chronicles  of  Marius  and  Marcclli- 

99  St.  Datius  was  more  fuccefsful  againft  nus,  jornandes  (in  SuccelT.  Regn.  in  Mura- 
devils  than  againft  Barbarians.  He  travelled  tori,  tom.i.  p.  241.),  and  Gregory  of  Tours 
with  a numerous  retinue,  and  occupied  at  Co-  (I.  iii.  c.  32.  in  tom.  ii.  of  the  Hiftorians  of 
vinth  a large  houfc  (Baronius,  A.  D.  538.  France).  Gregory  fuppofes  a defeat  of  Bcli- 
N°8g.  A.  D.  559.  N°  20.).  farius,  who,  in  Aimoin  (dc  Geftis  Franc.  1.  ii. 

Tftxtorra  (compare  Procopius,  c.  23.  in  tom.  ui.  p.  59-),  is  ftain  by  the 
Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  7.  21.).  Yet  fuch  population  is  Franks. 

Gothic 
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Gothic  prince  and  the  Roman  general,  alike  ignorant  of  their  de-  C ' H a p. 

<jgns,  folicitcd,  with  hope  and  terror,  the  friend  (hip  of  tliefe  danger-  , V 

cus  allies.  Till  he  had  fecured  the  paffagc  of  the  I’o  on  the  bridge 
of  Pavia,  the  grandfon  of  Clovis  diffembled  his  intentions,  which  he 
at  length  declared,  by  affaulting,  almofl  at  the  fame  inilant,  the 
hoftile  camps  of  the  Romans  and  Goths.  Inftead  of  uniting  their 
arms,  they  fled  with  equal  precipitation  ; and  the  fertile,  though 
defolate  provinces  of  Liguria  and  Aimilia,  were  abandoned  to  a li- 
centious hoft  of  Barbarians,  whofe  rage  was  not  mitigated  by  any 
thoughts  of  fettlement  or  conqueft.  Among  the  cities  which  they 
ruined,  Genoa,  not  yet  conftrudted  of  marble,  is  particularly  enu- 
merated : and  the  deaths  of  thoufands,  according  to  the  regular  prac- 
tice of  war,  appear  to  have  excited  lefs  horror  than  fome  idolatrous 
(acrifices  of  women  and  children,  which  were  performed  with  im- 
punity in  the  camp  of  the  moft  Chriftian  king.  If  it  were  not  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  the  firft  and  moft  cruel  fufferings  muft  be 
the  lot  of  the  innocent  and  helplefs,  hiftory  might  exult  in  the 
mifery  of  the  conquerors,  who,  in  the  midft  of  riches,  were  left  de- 
flitute  of  bread  or  wine,  reduced  to  drink  the  waters  of  the  Po,  and 
to  feed  on  the  flelh  of  diftempered  cattle.  The  dyfentery  fwept 
away  one-third  of  their  army;  and  the  clamours  of  his  fubjedts* 
who  were  impatient  to  pafs  the  Alps,  difpofed  Theodebert  to  liftea 
with  refpedt  to  the  mild  exhortations  of  Belifarius.  The  memory 
of  this  inglorious  and  deftru&ive  warfare  was  perpetuated  on  the 
medals  of  Gaul ; and  Juftinian,  without  unfheathing  his  fword, 
affumed  the  title  of  conqueror  of  the  Franks.  The  Merovingian 
prince  was  offended  by  the  vanity  of  the  emperor ; he  affedled  to 
pity  the  fallen  fortunes  of  the  Goths ; and  his  infidious  offer  of  a 
fcedcral  union  was  fortified  by  the  promife  or  menace  of  defeending 
from  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  thoufand  men.  His 
plans  of  conqueft  were  boundlefs  and  perhaps  chimerical.  The  king 
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of  Auftrafia  threatened  to  cluftife  Juftinian,  and  to  march  to  the 
gates  of  Conftantinople : he  was  overthrown  and  flain'0*  by  a 
wild  bull10*,  as  he  hunted  in  the  Belgic  or  German  forefts. 

As  foon  as  Belifarius  was  delivered  from  his  foreign  and  domeftic 
enemies,  he  ferioully  applied  his  forces  to  the  final  redu&ion  of  Italy. 
In  the  fiege  of  Ofimo,  the  general  was  nearly  tranfpierccd  with  an 
arrow,  if  the  mortal  ftroke  had  not  been  intercepted  by  one  of  his 
guards,  who  loft,  in  that  pious  office,  the  ufe  of  his  hand.  The 
Goths  of  Ofimo,  four  thoufand  warriors,  with  thofe  of  Faefulx  and 
the  Cottian  Alps,  were  among  the  laft  who  maintained  their  inde- 
pendence ; and  their  gallant  refiftance,  which  almoft  tired  the 
patience,  deferved  the  efteem,  of  the  conqueror.  His  prudence 
refufed  to  fubferibe  the  fafe  conduct  which  they  afked,  to  join  their 
brethren  of  Ravenna ; but  they  faved,  by  an  honourable  capitula- 
tion, one  moiety  at  leaft  of  their  wealth,  with  the  free  alternative 
of  retiring  peaceably  to  their  eftates,  or  enlifting  to  ferve  the  empe- 
ror in  his  Perfian  wars.  The  multitudes  which  yet  adhered  to  the 
ftandard  of  Vitiges,  far  furpafled  the  number  of  the  Roman  troops ; 
but  neither  prayers,  nor  defiance,  nor  the  extreme  danger  of  his 
mod  faithful  fubje&s,  could  tempt  the  Gothic  king  beyond  the  for- 
tifications of  Ravenna.  Thefe  fortifications  were,  indeed,  impreg- 
nable to  the  affaults  of  art  or  violence ; and  when  Belifarius  inverted 
the  capita],  he  was  foon  convinced  that  famine  only  could  tame  the 
flubborn  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians.  The  fea,  the  land,  and  the  chan- 


tty*  Agathias,  I.  i.  p.  14,  15.  Could  he 
have  fctluced  or  fubdued  the  Gepidx  or  Lom- 
bardi of  Pannonia,  the  Greek  hiftorian  is 
confident  that  he  mud  have  been  deftroyed  in 
Thrace. 

,9J  The  king  pointed  his  fpear— the  bull 
overturned  a tree  on  hi*  head— he  expired  the 
fymeday.  Such  is  tbeftoryofAgathias;  but  the 
original  hiftorians  of  France  (tom.  ii.  p.  20Z. 
403.  558.  667.)  impute  his  death  to  a fever. 


*°4  Without  lofing  myfelf  in  a labyrinth 
of  fpecics  and  names  — the  aurochs,  urus, 
bifons,  bubalus,  bonafus,  buffalo,  fee.  (Buf» 
fon.  Hi  ft.  Nat.  tom.  xi.  and  Supplement, 
tom.  iii.  vi.),  it  is  certain,  that  in  the  fixth 
century  a large  wild  fpecies  of  horned  cattle 
was  hunted  in  the  great  forefts  of  the  Vofges 
in  Lorraine,  and  the  Ardennes  (Greg.  Turon, 
tom.  ii.  i.  x,  c.  10.  p.  369  ). 
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nels  of  the  Po,  were  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  gene-  c 
J-al ; and  his  morality  extended  the  rights  of  war  to  the  pra&icc  of 
J>oifoning  the  waters'04,  and  fecretly  firing  the  granaries"'4  of  a be- 
sieged city ,CT.  While  he  prefled  the  blockade  of  Ravenna,  he  was 
furprifed  by  the  arrival  of  two  ambafladors  from  Conftantinople, 
with  a treaty  of  peace,  which  Juftinian  had  imprudently  figned, 
without  deigning  to  confult  the  author  of  his  vi&ory.  By  this  dis- 
graceful and  precarious  agreement,  Italy  and  the  Gothic  treafure 
were  divided,  and  the  provinces  beyond  the  Po  were  left  with  the 
regal  title  to  the  fucceffor  of  Theodoric.  The  ambafladors  were 
eager  to  accomplith  their  Salutary  commillion ; the  captive  Vitiges 
accepted,  with  tranfport,  the  unexpected  offer  of  a crown ; honour 
was  lcfs  prevalent  among  the  Goths,  than  the  want  and  appetite  of 
food ; and  the  Roman  chiefs,  who  murmured  at  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  profeffcd  implicit  fubmiflion  to  the  commands  of  the  em- 
peror. If  Belifarius  had  poffeffcd  only  the  courage  of  a foldier,  the 
laurel  would  have  been  fnatched  from  his  hand  by  timid  and  en- 
vious counfels ; but  in  this  decifive  moment,  he  refolved,  with  the 
magnanimity  of  a ftatefman,  to  fuftain  alone  the  danger  and  merit' 
of  generous  difobedience.  Each  of  his  officers  gave  a written  opi- 


,C5  In  the  Urge  of  Aoximum,  he  firft  la- 
boured to  demoliih  an  old  aqueduft,  and  then 
call  into  the  ftream,  t.  dead  bodies ; 2.  mif- 
chievous  herbs ; and,  3.  quick  lime,  which 
it  named  (fays  Procopius,  1.  ii.  c.  29.)  t »rawet 
by  the  ancients ; by  the  moderns  o^rct.  Yet 
both  words  are  ufed  as  fynonymous  in  Galen, 
Diofcorides,  and  Lucian  (Hen.  Steph.  The- 
faur.  Ling.  Grxc.  tom.  iii.  p.  748.). 

,l4  The  Goths  fufpefted  Mathafuintha  as 
an  accomplice  in  the  mifehief,  which  perhaps 
was  occafioned  by  accidental  lightning. 

107  In  drift  philofophy,  a limitation  of  the 
rights  of  war  feems  to  imply  nenfenfe  and 
contradiction.  Grotius  himfetf  is  loft  in  an 


idle  diftinftion  between  the  jus  nature  and 
the  jus  gentium,  between  poifon  and  infec- 
tion. He  balances  in  one  fcale  the  pillage* 
of  Homer  (OdylT.  A.  259,  tcc.)  and  Florus 
(1.  ii.  c.  20.  N°7.  ult.)  ; and  in  the  ot&cr, 
the  examples  of  Solon  (Paufanias,  1.x.  c.  37.)  ’ 
and  Belifarius.  Sec  his  great  work  De  Jure 
Belli  et  Pacis  (I.  iii.  c.  4.  f 1$,  16,  17.  and 
in  Barbeyrac’s  verfion,  tom. ii.  p-  257,  &c.)« 
Yet  I can  underftand  the  benefit  and  validity 
of  an  agreement,  tacit  or  crprefs,  mutually 
to  abftain  from  certain  modes  of  hoftility. 
See  the  Amphiflyonic  oath  in  Efchines,  de 
Falfa  Legatione. 
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fubdues  the 
Gothic  king* 
dom  of  Italy, 
A.  D.  539, 
December. 


nion,  that  the  fiege  of  Ravenna  was  impracticable  and  hopclefs: 
the  general  then  rejected  the  treaty  of  partition,  and  declared  his 
own  refolution  of  leading  Vitiges  in  chains  to  the  feet  of  Juftinian. 
The  Goths  retired  with  doubt  and  difmay  : this  peremptory  refufal 
deprived  them  of  the  only  fignature  which  they  could  truft,  and 
filled  their  minds  with  a juli  apprehenfion,  that  a fagacious  enemy 
had  difeovered  the  full  extent  of  their  deplorable  ftate.  They  com- 
pared the  fame  and  fortune  of  Belifarius  with  the  weaknefs  of  their 
ill-fated  king ; and  the  comparifon  fuggefted  an  extraordinary  pro- 
ject to  which  Vitiges,  with  apparent  refignation,  was  compelled  to 
acquiefce.  Partition  would  ruin  the  ftrength,  exile  would  difgracc 
the  honour,  of  the  nation  ; but  they  offered  their  arms,  their  trea- 
fures,  and  the  fortifications  of  Ravenna,  if  Belifarius  would  difclaim 
the  authority  of  a mafter,  accept  the  choice  of  the  Goths,  and  affume, 
as  he  had  deferved,  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  If  the  falfe  luftre  of  a 
diadem  could  have  tempted  the  loyalty  of  a faithful  fubjeCt,  his 
prudence  mull  have  forefeen  the  inconftancy  of  the  Barbarians,  and 
his  rational  ambition  would  prefer  the  fafe  and  honourable  ftation 
of  a Roman  general.  Even  the  patience  and  feeming  fatisfadion 
with  which  he  entertained  a propofal  of  treafon,  might  be  fufeep- 
tible  of  a malignant  interpretation.  But  the  lieutenant  of  Jufiinian 
was  confcious  of  his  own  reClitude ; he  entered  into  a dark  and 
crooked  path,  as  it  might  lead  to  the  voluntary  fubmiffion  of  the 
Goths ; and  his  dextrous  policy  perfuaded  them  that  he  was  difpofed 
to  comply  with  their  wifhes,  without  engaging  an  oath  or  a promife 
for  the  performance  of  a treaty  which  he  fecretly  abhorred.  The 
day  of  the  furrender  of  Ravenna  was  flipulated  by  the  Gothic  am- 
baffadors : a fleet  laden  with  provifions,  failed  as  a welcome  gueft 
into  the  deepeft  recefs  of  the  harbour : the  gates  were  opened  to 
the  fancied  king  of  Italy ; and  Belifarius,  without  meeting  an 
enemy,  triumphantly  marched  through  the  ftreets  of  an  impreg- 
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sable  city1'*.  The  Romans  were  aftonifhed  by  their  fuccefs  j the 
multitudes  of  tall  and  robuft  Barbarians  were  confounded  by  the 
image  of  their  own  patience  ; and  the  mafeuline  females,  fpitting  in 
the  faces  of  their  fons  and  hufbands,  moll  bitterly  reproached  them 
for  betraying  their  dominion  and  freedom  to  thefe  pygmies  of  the 
foutb,  contemptible  in  their  numbers,  diminutive  in  their  ftature. 
Before  the  Goths  could  recover  from  the  fir  ft:  furprife,  and  claim  the 
accomplifhment  of  their  doubtful  hopes,  the  vittor  cftablilhcd  his 
power  in  Ravenna,  beyond  the  danger  of  repentance  and  re- 
volt. Vitigcs,  who  perhaps  had  attempted  to  efcape,  was  honour- 
ably guarded  in  his  palace 109 ; the  flower  of  the  Gothic  youth  was 
feletted  for  the  fei  vice  of  the  emperor;  the  remainder  of  the  people 
was  difmifled  to  their  peaceful  habitations  in  the  fouthern  provinces  ; 
and  a colony  of  Italians  was  invited  to  replenilh  the  depopulated 
city.  The  fubmiflion  of  the  capital  was  imitated  in  the  towns  and 
villages  of  Italy,  which  had  not  been  fubdued,  or  even  vifited  by  the 
Romans  ; and  the  independent  Goths  who  remained  in  arms  at 
Pavia  and  Verona,  were  ambitious  only  to  become  the  fubjetts  of 
Belilarius.  But  his  inflexible  loyalty  rejetted,  except  as  the  fubfti- 
tute  of  Juftinian,  their  oaths  of  allegiance;  and  he  was  not  offended 
by  the  reproach  of  their  deputies,  that  he  rather  chofe  to  he  a Have 
than  a king. 

After  the  fecond  vittory  of  Belifarius,  envy  again  whifpered, 
Juftinian  Aliened,  and  the  hero  was  recalled.  “ The  remnant  of 
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Captivity  of 
Vitigcs. 


Return  and 
glory  c!  Dcli- 
larius. 


,3*  Ravenna  was  taken,  not  in  the  year 
540,  but  in  the  latter  end  of  539;  and  Pagi 
(tom.  ii.  p.  569.)  is  re&iiicd  by  Muratori 
(Annali  d’ltalia,  tom.  v.  p.  62.),  who  proves* 
from  an  original  a&  on  papyrus  (Antiquit. 
Italia;  Medii  /F.vi,  tom.  ii.  dille/t.  xxxii.  p.  999 
— * 1007.  MafiVt,  Itloria  Diplomat,  p.  155  — 
160.),  that  before  the  3d  of  January  540, 
peace  and  free  correspondence  were  rcAored 
between  Ravenna  and  Faenza. 

Vol.  IV. 


*°*  lie  was  fc-ited  by  John  the  Sanguinary, 
but  an  oath  or  facxamenc  was  pledged  for  his 
fafetyin  theBafilica  Julii  (Hill.  Mifcell.  l.xvii. 
in  Muratori,  tom.  i.  p.  107.).  Anaflafius  (in 
Vit.  Pont.  p.  40.)  gives  a dark  but  probable 
account.  Montfaucon  is  quoted  by  Mafcou 
(Hift.  of  the  Germans,  aril.  21.)  for  a votive 
fhield  reprefenting  the  captivity  of  Vitigcs* 
and  now  in  the  collection  of  fignor  Landi  at 
Rome. 

“ the 
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“ the  Gothic  war  was  no  longer  worthy  of  his  prefence : a gracious 
“ fovcreign  was  impatient  to  reward  his  fervices,  and  to  confult  his 
“ wifdom  ; and  he  alone  was  capable  of  defending  the  Eaft  again  ft 
“ the  innumerable  armies  of  Perfia.”  Belifarius  underftood  the 
fufpicion,  accepted  the  excufe,  embarked  at  Ravenna  his  fpoils  and 
trophies ; and  proved,  by  his  ready  obedience,  that  fuch  an  abrupt 
removal  from  the  government  of  Italy  was  not  lefs  unjuft  than  it 
might  have  been  indifereet.  The  emperor  received  with  honourable 
courtefy,  both  Vitiges  and  his  more  noble  confort : and  as  the  king 
of  the  Goths  conformed  to  the  Athanafian  faith,  he  obtained,  with  a 
rich  inheritance  of  lands  in  Afia,  the  rank  of  fenator  and  patrician 
Every  fpe&ator  admired,  without  peril,  the  ftrength  and  ftature  of 
the  young  Barbarians  : they  adored  the  majefty  of  the  throne,  and 
promifed  to  flied  their  blood  in  the  fervicc  of  their  benefa&or. 
Juftinian  depofited  in  the  Byzantine  palace  the  treafures  of  the 
Gothic  monarchy.  A flattering  fenate  was  fometimes  admitted  to 
gaze  on  the  magnificent  fpe&acle ; but  it  was  envioufly  fecluded 
from  the  public  view  ; and  the  conqueror  of  Italy  renounced,  with- 
out a murmur,  perhaps  without  a figh,  the  well-earned  honours  of 
a fecond  triumph.  His  glory  was  indeed  exalted  above  all  ex- 
ternal pomp ; and  the  faint  and  hollow  praifes  of  the  court  were 
fupplied,  even  in  a fervile  age,  by  the  refpedf  and  admiration  of  his 
country.  Whenever  he  appeared  in  the  ftrects  and  public  places  of 
Conftantinople,  Belifarius  attra&cd  and  fatislicd  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  His  lofty  ftature  and  majeftic  countenance  fulfilled  their 
expectations  of  an  hero  ; the  meaneft  of  his  fellow-citizens  were 
emboldened  by  his  gentle  and  gracious  demeanour ; and  the  martial 
train  which  attended  his  foOtfteps,  left  his  perfon  more  acceifible 

1,0  Vitiges  Jived  two  year*  at  Conftanti-  the  patricians,  the  elder  and  younger  Gcrraa- 
nople,  and  imperatoris  in  affettu  covvisfut  nus*  united  the  ilreams  of  Anician  and  Amali 
(or  conjunftu's)  rebus  exceffit  humanis.  His  blood  (Jornar.dcs,  C.  60.  p.  22 1 . in  Muratori, 
widow,  Alatia/ufftta,  the  wife  and  mother  of  tom.  i.). 

than 
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than  in  a day  of  battle.  Seven  thoufand  horfemen,  matchlefs  for 
beauty  and  valour,  were  maintained  in  the  fervice,  and  at  the  private 
expence  of  the  general  Their  prowefs  was  always  confpicuous 
in  fingle  combats,  or  in  the  foremoft  ranks ; and  both  parties  con- 
feffed,  that  in  the  ficgc  of  Rome,  the  guards  of  Belifarius  had  alone 
vanquifhcd  tlie  Barbarian  hod.  Their  numbers  were  continually 
augmented  by  the  braved  and  mod  faithful  of  the  enemy ; and  his 
fortunate  captives,  the  Vandals,  the  Moors,  and  the  Goths,  emulated 
the  attachment  of  his  domcdic  followers.  By  the  union  of  liberality 
and  judice,  he  acquired  the  love  of  the  foldicrs,  without  alienating 
the  affections  of  the  people.  The  fick  and  wounded  were  relieved 
with  medicines  and  money ; and  dill  more  efficacioufly,  by  the  heal- 
ing vifits  and  fmiles  of  their  commander.  The  lofs  of  a weapon  or 
an  horfe  was  indantly  repaired,  and  each  deed  of  valour  was  re- 
warded by  the  rich  and  honourable  gifts  of  a bracelet  or  a collar, 
which  were  rendered  more  precious  by  the  judgment  of  Belifarius. 
He  was  endeared  to  the  hufbandmen,  by  the  peace  and  plenty  which 
they  enjoyed  under  the  fliadow  of  his  dandard.  Indead  of  being 
injured,  the  country  was  enriched  by  the  march  of  the  Roman 
armies ; and  fuch  was  the  rigid  difeipline  of  their  camp,  that  not  an 
apple  was  gathered  from  the  tree,  not  a path  could  be  traced  in  the 
fields  of  corn.  Belifarius  was  chade  and  fober.  In  the  licence  of 
a military  life,  none  could  boad  that  they  had  feen  him  intoxicated 
with  wine : the  mod  beautiful  captives  of  Gothic  or  Vandal  race 
were  offered  to  his  embraces ; but  he  turned  afide  from  their  charms, 
and  the  hufband  of  Antonina  was  never  fufpe&cd  of  violating  the 
laws  of  conjugal  fidelity.  The  fpe&ator  and  hidorian  of  his  ex- 

1,1  Procopius,  Goth.  I.  tii.  c.  1.  Aimoin,  name,  12,000  putri  or  Haves— qoos  propriis 
a French  monk  of  the  x?h  century,  who  had  alSmus  ftipendiis— beiides  18,000  foldiers 
obtained,  and  has  disfigured,  fome  authentic  (Hiftorians  of  France,  tom.  iii.  De  Gdtis 
information  of  Belifarius,  mentions,  in  his  Franc.  1.  ii.  c.  6.  p.  48.). 
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c P.  plolts  has  obfcrvcd,  that  amidft  the  perils  of  war,  he  was  cl  aria 

* * ' without  rathnefs,  prudent  without  fear,  flow  or  rapid  according  to 

the  exigences  of  the  moment ; that  in  the  deepeft  diftreis,  he  was 
animated  by  real  or  apparent  hope,  but  that  he  was  modeft  and 
humble  in  the  mo  ft  profperous  fortune.  By  thefe  virtues,  he.  equalled 
or  excelled  the  ancient  matters  of  the  military  art.  Victory,  by  fea 
and  land,  attended  his  arms.  He  fubdued  Africa,  Italy,  and  the 
adjacent  Blands,  led  away  captives  the  fucccflbrs  of  Genferic  and 
Theodoric  ; filled  Conftantinople  with  the  fpoils  of  their  palaces,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  years  recovered  half  the  provinces  of  the  Weftcrn 
empire.  In  his  fame  and  merit,  in  wealth  and  power,  he  remained, 
without  a rival,  the  firft  of  the  Roman  fubjedts  : the  voice  of  envy 
could  only  magnify  his  dangerous  importance ; and  the  emperor 
might  applaud  his  own  difeerning  fpirit,  which  had  difeovered  and 
railed  the  genius  of  Bclifarius. 

Secret  hiftory  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Roman  triumphs,  that  a Have  fhould  be 
Antonioi*  placed  behind  the  chariot  to  remind  the  conqueror  of  the  inflability  of 
fortune,  and  the  infirmities  of  human  nature.  Proc  opius,  in  his  anec- 
dotes, has  afliimcd  that  fervile  and  ungrateful  office.  The  generous 
reader  may  caft  away  the  libel,  but  the  evidence  of  fads  will  adhere 
to  his  memory ; and  he  will  reluctantly  confcfs,  that  the  fame,  and 
even  the  virtue  of  Belifarius,  were  polluted  by  the  lull  and  cruelty  of 
his  wife ; and  that  the  hero  deferved  an  appellation  %vhich  may  not 
drop  from  the  pen  of  the  decent  hiftorian.  The  mother  of  Anto- 
nina ”*  was  a theatrical  proftitute,  and  both  her  father  and  grand- 
father exercifed  at  Thcflalonica  and  Conftantinople,  the  vile,  though 
lucrative,  profeffion  of  charioteers.  In  the  various  fituations  of  their 

The  diligence  of  Aiemunnus  could  add  bablc— and  a part  true,  becaufe  improbable, 
bat  little  to  the  four  Aril  and  molt  curious  Procopius  rouit  hare  dwtu*  the  former,  and 
chapters  of  the  Anecdotes.  Of  thefe  ilrange  the  latter  he  could  fcarcely  iavtnt. 

Anecdotes,  a part  msy  be  true,  bccaufc  pro- 

2 fortune. 
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fortune,  fhe  became  the  companion,  the  enemy,  the  fen-ant,  and 
the  favourite  of  the  emprefs  Theodora  : thefe  loofe  and  ambitious 
females  had  been  connected  by  fitnilar  pleafures  ; they  were  fepa- 
ratcd  by  the  jealoufy  of  vice,  and  at  length  reconciled  by  the  part- 
nerfliip  of  guilt.  Before  her  marriage  with  Belifarius,  Antonina 
had  one  hulband  and  many  lovers  ; Photius,  the  fon  of  her  former 
nuptials,  was  of  an  age  to  diflinguifh  himfelf  at  the  liege  of  Naples  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  autumn  of  her  age  and  beauty"'  that  fhe 
indulged  a fcandalous  attachment  to  a Thracian  youth.  Theodofms 
had  been  educated  in  the  Eunomian  hercly ; the  African  voyage 
was  confecrated  by  the  baptifm  and  aufpicious  name  of  the  ftrft  fol- 
dier  who  embarked ; and  the  profelyte  was  adopted  into  the  family 
of  his  fpiritual  parents  Belifarius  and  Antonina.  Before  they 
touched  the  fhores  of  Africa,  this  holy  kindred  degenerated  into 
fenfual  love  ; and  as  Antonina  foon  overleaped  the  boumls  of  mo- 
defty  and  caution,  the  Roman  general  was  alone  ignorant  of  his 
own  dilhonour.  During  their  rcfidence  at  Carthage,  he  furpriled 
the  two  lovers  in  a fubterraneous  chamber,  folitary,  warm,  and  al- 
moft  naked.  Anger  flalhed  from  his  eyes.  “ With  the  help  of  this 
“ young  man,’’  faid  the  unblulhing  Antonina,  “ I was  fecreting 
“ our  mod  precious  effe&s  from  the  knowledge  of  Jufiinian.”  The 
youth  refumed  his  garments,  and  the  pious  hufband  contented  to 
difbelieve  the  evidence  of  his  own  fenfes.  From  this  plealing  and 
perhaps  voluntary  deluhon,  Belifarius  was  awakened  at  Syracufe, 
by  the  officious  information  of  Macedonia  : and  that  female  attend- 
ant, after  requiring  an  oath  for  her  fccurity,  produced  two  cham- 

Procopius  infinuates  (Anecdot.  c.  4.)  with  the  manhood  of  Photius  (Gothic.  1.  i. 
that,  when  Belifarius  returned  to  Italy  (A.D.  c.  10.)  in  536. 

543)#  Antonina  was  fixty  yearrof  ape.  A ll*  Compare  the  Vandalic  War  (1.  i.  c.  1 2.) 
forced,  but  more  polite  conllruftion,  which  with  the  Anecdotes  (c.  ».)  an!  A!etoajim»i 
*efen  that  date  to  the  moment  when  he  was  (p.  2,  3.).  This  mode  of  baptifir.al  a«lop;ion 
writing  (A.  D-  359),  would  be  compatible  wai  revived  by  Leu  the  philofopher. 
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’•  bcrlalns,  who,  like  herfelf,  had  often  beheld  the  adulteries  of  Anto- 
j niua.  An  hafty  flight  into  Alia  faved  Theodoftus  from  the  juftice 
of  an  injured  hufband,  who  had  fignified  to  one  of  his  guards  the 
order  of  his  death ; but  the  tears  of  Antonina,  and  her  artful  fe- 
dudlions,  allured  the  credulous  hero  of  her  innocence ; and  he 
flooped,  againft  his  faith  and  judgment,  to  abandon  thofe  imprudent 
friends  who  had  prefumed  to  accufe  or  doubt  the  chaftity  of  his 
wife.  The  revenge  of  a guilty  woman  is  implacable  and  bloody : 
the  unfortunate  Macedonia,  with  the  two  witnefles,  were  fecretly 
arreflcd  by  the  minifter  of  her  cruelty ; their  tongues  were  cut  out, 
tlieir , bodies  were  hacked  into  fmall  pieces,  and  their  remains  were 
call  into  the  fea  of  Syracufe.  A ralh,  though  judicious  faying  of 
Conftatitinc  ; “ I would  fooner  have  punifhed  the  adultrefs  than  the 
“ boy,”  was  deeply  remembered  by  Antonina  ; and  two  years  after- 
wards, when  defpair  had  armed  that  officer  againft  his  general,  her 
fanguinary  advice  decided  and  haftened  his  execution.  Even  the 
indignation  of  Photius  was  not  forgiven  by  his  mother;  the  exile 
of  her  fon  prepared  the  recal  of  her  lover  ; and  Theodofius  conde- 
feended  to  accept  the  prefling  and  humble  invitation  of  the  con- 
queror of  Italy.  In  the  abfolute  direction  of  his  houfehold,  and  in 
the  important  commiflions  of  peace  and  war"’,  the  favourite  youth 
mod  rapidly  acquired  a fortune  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling : and  after  their  return  to  Conftantinople,  the  paflion  of 
Antonina,  at  leaft,  continued  ardent  and  unabated.  But  fear,  devo- 
tion, and  laflitude  perhaps,  infpired  Theodofius  with  more  ferious 
thoughts.  He  dreaded  the  bufy  fcandal  of  the  capital,  and  the  in- 
difereet  fondnefs  of  the  wife  of  Belifarius ; efcaped  from  her  em- 
braces, and  retiring  to  Ephefus,  fhaved  his  head,  and  took  refuge 

I"  November  537,  Photiui  arrefled  the  fentTheodofiua — r».  r*>  ci*ta  T*i  avrn  tyrora— 
pope  (Libciat.  Brev.  e.  22.  Pagi,  tom.  ii.  on  an  important  and  lucrative  commiflion  to 
p.  $62.).  About  the  end  of  539,  Belifariut  Ravenna  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  18.). 
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In  the  fan&uary  of  a monadic  life.  The  defpair  of  the  new  Ariadne  c p. 
could  fcarcely  have  been  excufed  by  the  death  of  her  hufband.  She  *-■  » ■ *, 
'xvcpt,  (he  tore  her  hair,  flic  filled  the  palace  with  her  cries ; “ fhe 
**  had  loft  the  deareft  of  friends,  a tender,  a faithful,  a laborious 
friend !”  But  her  warm  entreaties,  fortified  by  the  prayers  of 
Belifarius,  were  infufficient  to  draw  the  holy  monk  from  the  folitude 
of  Ephefus.  It  was  not  till  the  general  moved  forward  for  the  Perfian 
war,  that  Theodofius  could  be  tempted  to  return  to  Conftantinople  ; 
and  the  fhort  interval  before  the  departure  of  Antonina  herfelf  was 
boldly  devoted  to  love  and  pleafure. 

A philofopher  may  pity  and  forgive  the  infirmities  of  female  na-  Refentment 
ture,  from  which  he  receives  no  real  injury  ; but  contemptible  is  the  »nd  her  fon* 
hufband  who  feels,  and  yet  endures,  his  own  infamy  in  that  of  his  Pho*uu‘ 
wife.  Antonina  purfued  her  fon  with  implacable  hatred ; and  the 
gallant  Photius‘“  was  expofed  to  her  fecret  perfections  in  the  camp 
beyond  the  Tigris.  Enraged  by  his  own  wrongs,  and  by  the  dis- 
honour of  his  blood,  he  call  away  in  his  turn  the  fentiments  of  na- 
ture, and  revealed  to  Belifarius  the  turpitude  of  a woman  who  had 
violated  all  the  duties  of  a mother  and  a wife.  From  the  furprife 
and  indignation  of  the  Roman  general,  his  former  credulity  appears 
to  have  been  finccre : he  embraced  the  knees  of  the  fon  of  Anto-„ 
nina,  adjured  him  to  remember  his  obligations  rather  than  his  birth, 
and  confirmed  at  the  altar  their  holy  vows  of  revenge  and  mutual 
defence.  The  dominion  of  Antonina  was  impaired  by  abfence ; 
and  when  fhe  met  her  hufband,  on  his  return  from  the  Perfian 
confines,  Belifarius,  in  his  firft  and  tranfient  emotions,  confined  her 
perfon  and  threatened  her  life.  Photius  was  more  refolvcd  to 
punifh,  and  lefs  prompt  to  pardon : he  flew  to  Ephefus ; extorted 

"•  Theopharcs  (Chronograph,  p.  104.)  rim  ; and  he  it  copied  by  the  Hiftoria  Mif. 

5)lcs  him  Pinimu,  (he  lun-in-l-w  of  Belila-  cella  and  AnaQafiur. 
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from  a trufty  eunuch  of  his  mother  the  full  confcllion  of  her  guilt ; 
ar relied  Theodofms  and  his  treafures  in  the  church  of  St.  John  the 
Apoftle,  and  concealed  his  captives,  whofe  execution  was  only  de- 
layed, in  a fecure  and  fequeftered  fortrefs  of  Cilicia.  Such  a daring 
outrage  againft  public  juflice  could  not  pafs  with  impunity ; and 
the  caufe  of  Antonina  was  efpoufed  by  the  emprefs,  whofe  favour 
the  had  deferved  by  the  recent  fervices  of  the  difgrace  of  a prrefect, 
and  the  exile  and  murder  of  a pope.  At  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
Belifurius  was  recalled : he  complied,  as  ufual,  with  the  Imperial 
mandate.  His  mind  was  not  prepared  for  rebellion : his  obedience, 
however  adverfe  to  the  dictates  of  honour,  was  confonant  to  the 
wiflics  of  his  heart  j and  when  he  embraced  his  wife,  at  the  com- 
mand, and  perhaps  in  the  prefence,  of  the  emprefs,  the  tender 
hufband  was  difpofed  to  forgive  or  to  be  forgiven.  The  bounty  of 
Theodora  referved  for  her  companion  a more  precious  favour.  “ I 
“ have  found,”  flic  faid,  “ my  deareft  patrician,  a pearl  of  itiefti- 
“ mablc  value : it  has  not  yet  been  viewed  by  any  mortal  eye ; but 
“ the  fight  and  the  pofleffion  of  this  jewel  are  deftined  for  my 
“ friend.”  As  foon  as  the  curiofity  and  impatience  of  Antonina 
were  kindled,  the  door  of  a bedchamber  was  thrown  open,  and  fhc 
beheld  her  lover,  whom  the  diligence  of  the  eunuchs  had  difeovered 
in  his  fecret  prifon.  Her  filent  wonder  burft  into  pallionate  excla- 
mations of  gratitude  and  joy,  and  fhe  named  Theodora  her  queen, 
her  benefa&rels,  and  her  faviour.  The  monk  of  Ephefus  was 
nourilhed  in  the  palace  with  luxury  and  ambition ; but  inflcad  of 
alfuming,  as  he  was  promifed,  the  command  of  the  Roman  armies, 
Theodofius  expired  in  the  fir  ft  fatigues  of  an  amorous  interview. 
The  grief  of  Antonina  could  only  be  afluaged  by  the  fuffe rings  of 
her  fon.  A youth  of  confular  rank,  and  a fickly  conftitution,  was 
puniflied,  without  a trial,  like  a malefactor  and  a Have : yet  fuch 
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was  the  conftancy  of  his  mind,  that  Photius  fuftained  the  tortures  of 
the  fcourgc  and  the  rack,  without  violating  the  faith  which  he  had 
fworn  to  Belifarius.  After  this  fruitlefs  cruelty,  the  fon  of  Antonina, 
while  his  mother  feafted  with  the  emprefs,  was  buried  in  her  fub- 
terraneous  prifons,  which  admitted  not  the  diftindlion  of  night  and 
day.  He  twice  efcaped  to  the  moll  venerable  fan&uaries  of  Con- 
flantinople,  the  churches  of  St.  Sophia  and  of  the  Virgin  : but  hit 
tyrants  were  infenfible  of  religion  as  of  pity  ; and  the  helplefs 
youth,  amidft  the  clamours  of  the  clergy  and  people,  was  twice 
dragged  from  the  altar  to  the  dungeon.  His  third  attempt  was 
more  fuccefsful.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  the  prophet  Zachariah, 
or  fome  mortal  friend,  indicated  the  means  of  an  efcape  : he  eluded 
the  fpies  and  guards  of  the  emprefs,  reached  the  holy  fepulchre  of 
Jerufalem,  embraced  the  profefiion  of  a monk  ; and  the  abbot 
Photius  was  employed,  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  to  reconcile  and 
regulate  the  churches  of  Egypt.  The  fon  of  Antonina  fuffered  all 
that  an  enemy  can  inflict : her  patient  hufband  impofed  on  himfelf 
the  more  exquifite  mifery  of  violating  his  promife  and  deferting  his 
friend. 

In  the  fucceeding  campaign,  Belifarius  was  again  fent  againft  the 
Perfians : he  laved  the  Eaft,  but  he  offended  Theodora,  and  perhaps 
the  emperor  himfelf.  The  malady  of  Juftinian  had  countenanced 
the  rumour  of  his  death  ; and  the  Roman  general,  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  that  probable  event,  fpoke  the  free  language  of  a citizen 
and  a foldier.  His  colleague  Buzes,  who  concurred  in  the  fame 
fentiments,  loft  his  rank,  his  liberty,  and  his  health,  by  the  perfecu- 
tion  of  the  empref3 : but  the  difgrace  of  Belifarius  was  alleviated  by 
the  dignity  of  his  own  charafter,  and  the  influence  of  his  wife, 
who  might  wilh  to  humble,  but  could  not  defire  to  ruin  the  partner 
of  her  fortunes.  Even  his  removal  was  coloured  by  the  afl'urance, 
that  the  finking  ftate  of  Italy  would  be  retrieved  by  the  Angle  pre- 
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C H a P.  fence  of  its  conqueror.  But  no  fooner  had  lie  returned,  alone  and 

* v ' defencelefs,  than  an  hoftile  commiflion  was  fent  to  the  Eail,  to 

feizc  his  treafures  and  criminate  his  actions ; the  guards  and  veterans 
who  followed  his  private  banner,  were  diftributed  among  the  chiefs 
of  the  army,  and  even  the  eunuchs  prefumed  to  call  lots  for  the  par- 
tition of  his  martial  domeftics.  When  he  pafled  with  a fmall  and 
fordid  retiaue  through  the  ftreets  of  Ccnftantinoplc,  his  forlorn  ap- 
pearance excited  the  amazement  and  compaJTion  of  the  people. 
Juftinian  and  Tlicodora  received  him  with  cold  ingratitude ; the 
fervile  crowd,  with  infolence  and  contempt ; and  in  the  evening  he 
retired  with  trembling  fteps  to  his  deferted  palace.  An  indifpofition, 
feigned  or  real,  had  confined  Antonina  to  her  apartment : and  (he 
walked  diidainfully  fdent  in  the  adjacent  portico,  while  Belifarius 
threw  himfelf  on  his  bed,  and  expeited,  in  an  agony  of  grief  and 
terror,  the  death  which  he  had  fo  often  braved  under  the  walls  of 
Rome.  Long  after  fun-fet,  a meflenger  was  announced  from 
the  emprefs ; he  opened  with  anxious  curiofity  the  letter  which 
contained  the  fcntencc  of  his  fate.  “ You  cannot  be  ignorant  how 
“ much  you  have  deferved  my  difpleafure.  I am  not  infenfible  of 
“ the  fcrvices  of  Antonina.  To  her  merits  and  interceflion  I have 
“ granted  your  life,  and  permit  you  to  retain  a part  of  your  trea- 
“ fures,  which  might  be  juftly  forfeited  to  the  flate.  Let  your  gra- 
“ titude,  where  it  is  due,  be  difplayed,  not  in  words,  but  in  your 
“ future  behaviour.”  I know  not  how  to  believe  or  to  relate  the 
tranfports  with  which  the  hero  is  faid  to  have  received  this  ignomi- 
nious pardon.  He  fell  proftrate  before  his  wife,  he  kifled  the  feet 
of  his  faviour,  and  lie  devoutly  promifed  to  live  the  grateful  and 
fubmiflivc  Have  of  Antonina.  A line  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  was  levied  on  the  fortunes  of  Belifarius; 
and  with  the  office  of  count,  or  mailer  of  the  royal  ilables,  he  ac- 
cepted the  conduit  of  the  Italian  war.  At  his  departure  from  Con- 
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ftantinople,  his  friends,  and  even  the  public,  were  perfuadcd,  that  c *^A  p. 
as  foon  as  he  regained  his  freedom,  he  would  renounce  his  diflimu-  » „ -> 

lation,  and  that  his  wife,  Theodora,  and  perhaps  the  emperor  him- 
felf,  would  be  facrificcd  to  the  juft  revenge  of  a virtuous  rebel. 

Their  hopes  were  deceived  ; and  the  unconquerable  patience  and 
loyalty  of  Belifarius  appear  either  below  or  above  the  character  of 
a man'1’. 

,,y  The  continmtor  of  the  Chronicle  of  Oriente  cvocatus,  in  offenfam  periculumque 
Marcellinus  gives,  in  a few  decent  words,  the  incorrens  grave,  et  invidi.c  fubjaccns  rur/ua- 
fubiUnce  of  the  Anecdotes : Belifaxius  de  remittitur  in  Italiam  (p.  54.)* 


I 


Ec  2 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


212 


Till  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C H A 1\  XL  1 1. 

State  of  the  Barbaric  World. — Eftablijhment  of  the 
Bombards  on  the  Danube. — Bribes  and  Inroads  of 
the  Sclavonians. — Origin,  Empire , and  Embaffcs  of 
the  Burks. — Bhe  Flight  of  the  Avars. — ChoJ'roes  I.  or 
Nufhirvan  King  of  Perfa. — IF:  profperous  Reign 
and  lAars  with  the  Romans. — Bhe  Colchian  or  Lazic 
War. — Bhe  s Ethiopians . 

c ff  A P.  /~>UR  cftiinate  of  perfonal  merit  is  relative  to  the  common  fa- 
, XLlt'  , culties  of  mankind.  The  afpiring  efforts  of  genius,  or  virtue, 

the  eropUe'of  c,t^er  *n  a&ive  or  fpccul.uivc  life,  are  meafured,  not  fo  much  by 
j u ftu’. i in . their  real  elevation,  as  by  the  height  to  which  they  afeend  above  the 

527—565.  level  of  their  age  or  country:  and  the  fame  ftature,  which  in  a 

people  of  giants  would  pats  unnoticed,  muft  appear  confpicuous  in 
a race  of  pygmies.  Leonidas,  and  his  three  huudred  companions, 
devoted  their  lives  at  Thermopylte ; but  the  education  of  the  in- 
fant, the  boy,  and  the  man,  had  prepared,  and  almoft  enfured  this 
memorable  facrificc ; and  each  Spartan  would  approve,  rather  than 
admire,  an  a£t  of  duty,  of  which  himfelf  and  eight  thoufand  of 
his  fellow-citizens  were  equally  capable  ’.  The  great  Pompey 
might  inferibe  on  his  trophies,  that  he  had  defeated  iu  battle  two 

* It  will  be  a pleafurc,  not  a talJc,  to  read  irg  and  moral  feenes  in  hiftory.  It  ms  the 

Ilerodotua  (I.  vii.  c.  ioj.  134.  p.  550.  615.).  torture  of  the  royal  Spartan  to  behold,  with 

The  conrcrfation  of  Xerxes  and  Dcmaratus  anguith  and  remorfc,  the  virtue  of  Isis  country, 
at  Thermopylae,  is  one  of  the  mod  interefl- 
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millions  of  enemies,  and  reduced  fifteen  hundred  cities  from  the  CHAP, 
lake  Mteotis  to  the  Red  Sea’:  but  the  fortune  of  Rome  flew  before  »■  . 

his  eagles ; the  nations  were  opprefled  by  their  own  fears,  and  the 
invincible  legions  which  he  commanded,  had  been  formed  by  the 
habits  of  conqucll  and  the  diicipline  of  ages.  In  this  view,  the 
charader  of  Belifarius  may  be  defervcdly  placed  above  the  heroes 
of  the  ancient  republics.  His  imperfections  flowed  from  the  con- 
tagion of  the  times  ; his  virtues  were  his  own,  the  free  gift  of  na- 
ture or  refle&ion ; he  raifed  himfelf  without  a mailer  or  a rival ; 
and  fo  inadequate  were  the  arms  committed  to  his  hand,  that  his 
foie  advantage  was  derived  from  the  pride  and  prefumption  of  his 
adverfaries.  Under  his  command,  the  fubje&s  of  Jullinian  often 
deferved  to  be  called  Romans : but  the  unwarlike  appellation  of 
Greeks  was  impofed  as  a term  of  reproach  by  the  haughty  Goths  ; 
who  aflfedted  to  blulh,  that  they  mull  difpute  the  kingdom  of  Italy 
with  a nation  of  tragedians,  pantomimes,  and  pirates  ’.  The  climate 
of  Afia  has  indeed  been  found  lefs  congenial  than  that  of  Europe, 
to  military  fpirit : thofe  populous  countries  were  enervated  by 
luxury,  depotifm,  and  luperlUtion ; and  the  monks  were  more  ex- 
penfive  and  more  numerous  than  the  foldiers  of  the  Eaft.  The 
regular  force  of  the  empire  had  once  amounted  to  fix  hundred  and 
forty-five  thoufand  men : it  was  reduced,  in  the  time  of  Jullinian, 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand ; and  this  number,  large  as  it 
may  feem,  was  thinly  fcattered  over  the  fea  and  land  ; in  Spain 
and  Italy,  in  Africa  and  Egypt,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  the 
coalt  of  the  Euxine,  and  the  frontiers  of  Perfia.  The  citizen  was 

itterra  it&r*  vx\  {a*  Tf  *y*ij<*,  *a»  mta;  >.a»T9- 
*&rav-.  This  laft  epithet  of  Procopius  is  too 
nobly  tranflated  by  pirates ; naval  thieves  is 
the  proper  word : Drippers  of  garments, 
either  for  injury  or  infult  (DcmoDhenes  con- 
tra Conon.  in  Rcilke  Orator.  Grace,  tom.it. 
p.  1164.). 

exhaulled. 


* See  this  proud  infeription  in  Pliny  (Hift. 
Natur.  vii.  27.).  Few  men  have  more  exqui- 
fitely  tailed  of  glory  and  difgrace  ; nor  could 
Juvenal  (Satir.  x.)  produce  a more  linking 
example  of  the  vicilKtudes  of  fortune,  and 
the  vanity  of  human  wilhes. 

3 ryauurf  • . * . 4 V>  fa  vfiTifat  hLz  rj  Ira- 
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exhaufted,  yet  the  foldicr  was  unpaid  ; his  poverty  was  mifcbie- 
voufly  foothed  by  the  privilege  of  rapine  and  indolence ; and  the 
tardy  payments  were  detained  and  intercepted  by  the  fraud  of  thofe 
agents  who  ufurp,  without  courage  or  danger,  the  emoluments  of 
war.  Public  and  private  diftrefs  recruited  the  armies  of  the  ftate ; 
but  in  the  field,  and  dill  more  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy,  their 
numbers  were  always  defective.  The  want  of  national  fpirit  wa3 
fupplied  by  the  precarious  faith  and  diforderly  fervice  of  Barbarian 
mercenaries.  Even  military  honour,  which  has  often  furvived  the 
lofs  of  virtue  and  freedom,  was  almoft  totally  extinct.  The  gene- 
rals, who  were  multiplied  beyond  the  example  of  former  times, 
laboured  only  to  prevent  the  fuccefs,  or  to  fully  the  reputation,  of 
their  colleagues ; and  they  had  been  taught  by  experience,  that  if 
merit  fometimes  provoked  the  jealoufy,  error,  or  even  guilt,  would 
obtain  the  indulgence,  of  a gracious  emperor*.  In  fuch  an  age,  the 
triumphs  of  Belifarius,  and  afterwards  of  Narfes,  fhine  with  incom- 
parable luftre  ; but  they  are  encompaffed  with  the  darkeft  lhades  of 
difgrace  and  calamity.  While  the  lieutenant  of  Juftinian  fubdued 
the  kingdoms  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  the  emperor’,  timid, 
though  ambitious,  balanced  the  forces  of  the  Barbarians,  fomented 
their  divifions  by  flattery  and  falfchood,  and  invited  by  his  patience 
and  liberality  th$  repetition  of  injuries8.  The  keys  of  Carthage, 

Rome,  and  Ravenna,  were  prefented  to  their  conqueror,  while  An- 
tioch was  deftroyed  by  the  Perfians,  and  Juftinian  trembled  for  the 
fafety  of  Conftantinople. 

4 See  the  third  and  fourth  books  of  the 
Gothic  War : the  writer  of  the  Anecdotes 
cannot  aggravate  thefe  abufes. 

5 Agathias,  I.  v.  p.  157,  158.  He  confines 
this  weaknefs  of  the  emperor  and  the  empire 
to  the  old  age  of  Juftinian ; but,  alas!  he 
was  never  young. 

Even 

& 
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6 This  mifehievous  policy,  which  Proco- 
pius (Anecdot.  c.  19.)  imputes  to  the  empe- 
ror, is  revealed  in  his  epiftle  to  a Scythian 
prince,  who  was  capable  of  undcrilanding  it. 
Ayx»  * s»  a-yxirvrAT-.T,  fays  Agathias 

(I.  v.  p.  170,  17*.}- 
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Even  the  Gothic  victories  of  Belilarius  were  prejudicial  to  the 
Rate,  fince  they  'abolifhed  the  important  barrier  of  the  Upper  Da- 
nube, which  had  been  fo  faithfully  guarded  by  Theodoric  and  his 
daughter.  For  the  defence  of  Italy,  the  Goths  evacuated  Pannonia 
and  Noricum,  which  they  left  in  a peaceful  and  flourifliing  condi- 
tion : the  fovereignty  was  claimed  by  the  emperor  of  the  Romans ; 
the  actual  poffedion  was  abandoned  to  the  boldnefs  of  the  fir  ft  in- 
vader. On  the  oppofttc  banks  of  the  Danube,  the  plains  of  Upper 
Hungary  and  the  Tranfylvanian  hills  were  poflefled,  fince  the  death 
of  Attila,  by  the  tribes  of  the  Gepid.r,  who  rcfpefled  the  Gothic 
arms,  and  defpifed,  not  indeed  the  gold  of  the  Romans,  but  the 
fecrct  motive  of  their  annual  fubfidies.  The  vacant  fortifications  of 
the  river  were  inftantly  occupied  by  thefe  Barbarians : their  ftand- 
ards  were  planted  on  the  walls  of  Sirmium  and  Belgrade ; and  the 
ironical  tone  of  their  apology  aggravated  this  infult  on  the  majefty 
of  the  empire.  “ So  extenfive,  O Ciefar,  are  your  dominions ; fo 
“ numerous  are  your  cities ; that  you  are  continually  feeking  for 
“ nations  to  whom,  either  in  peace  or  war,  you  may  relinquifli 
“ thefe  ufelefs  polTeflions.  The  Gepidte  are  your  brave  and  faithful 
“ allies ; and  if  they  have  anticipated  your  gifts,  they  have  Ihewn  a 
“ juft  confidence  in  your  bounty.”  Their  prefumption  was  excufed 
by  the  mode  of  revenge  which  Juftinian  embraced.  Inftcad  of  af- 
ferting  the  rights  of  a fovereign  for  the  protection  of  his  fubjc£ts, 
the  emperor  invited  a ftrange  people  to  invade  and  poflefs  the  Ro- 
man provinces  between  the  Danube  and  the  Alps ; and  the  ambition 
of  the  Gepidie  was  checked  by  the  rifing  power  and  fame  of  the 
Lombards7.  This  corrupt  appellation  has  been  diffufed  in  the 

thirteenth 

v Grns  Germana  feritate  frroctorc,  fays  ritnis  ac  valcntiftimis  nationibus  cinfli  non  per 
Velleius  Paterculus  of  the  Lombards  (ii.  obfequium  fed  prxliis  et  periditando  tuti  Cunt 
106.).  Langobardospauciu*  nobiliut.  Piu-  (Tacit,  de  Moribus  German.  0.40.)*  See 
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C A P.  thirteenth  century  by  the  merchants  and  bankers,  the  Italian  pofte- 

v.  — — < rity  of  thefe  favage  warriors : but  the  original  name  of  Langobardr 
is  expreflive  only  of  the  peculiar  length  and  fafhion  of  their  beards. 
I am  not  difpofed  either  to  queftion  or  to  juftify  their  Scandinavian 
origin’;  nor  to  purfue  the  migrations  of  the  Lombards  through 
unknown  regions  and  marvellous  adventures.  About  the  time  of 
Auguftus  and  Trajan,  a ray  of  hiftoric  light  breaks  on  the  darknefe 
of  their  antiquities,  and  they  are  difeovered,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  be- 
tween the  Elbe  and  the  Oder.  Fierce,  beyond  the  example  of  the 
Germans,  they  delighted  to  propagate  the  tremendous  belief,  that 
their  heads  were  formed  like  the  heads  of  dogs,  and  that  they  drank 
the  blood  of  their  enemies  whom  they  vanquifhed  in  battle.  The 
fmallnefs  of  their  numbers  was  recruited  by  the  adoption  of  their 
braveft  Haves ; and  alone,  amidft  their  powerful  neighbours,  they 
defended  by  arms  their  high-fpirited  independence.  In  the  tempefts 
of  the  north,  which  overwhelmed  fo  many  names  and  nations,  this 
little  bark  of  the  Lombards  ftill  floated  on  the  furfacc : they  gra- 
dually defeended  towards  the  fouth  and  the  Danube ; and  at  the  end 
of  four  hundred  years  they  again  appear  with  their  ancient  valour 
and  renown.  Their  manners  were  not  lefs  ferocious.  The  aflaf- 
fination  of  a royal  gueft  was  executed  in  the  prefence,  and  by  the 
command,  of  the  king’s  daughter,  who  had  been  provoked  by  fome 
words  of  infult,  and  difappointed  by  his  diminutive  ftature ; and  a 
tribute,  the  price  of  blood,  was  impofed  on  the  Lombards,  by  liis 


likewife  Strabo  (1.  vii.  p.  446.).  The  bell 
geographers  place  them  beyond  the  Elbe,  in 
the  bilhopric  of  Magdeburgh  and  the  middle 
march  of  Brandenburgh ; and  their  filtration 
will  agree  with  the  pattiotic  remark  of  the 
Count  de  Herczberg,  that  moll  of  the  Bar- 
barian conquerors  ilfued  from  the  fame  coun- 
tries which  ilili  produce  the  armies  of  PrulHa. 


1 The  Scandinavian  origin  of  the  Goths 
and  Lombards,  as  Hated  by  Paul  WarnefriJ, 
furnamed  the  deacon,  is  attacked  by  Cluve- 
rius  (Germania  Antiq.  1.  iii.  c.  26.  p.  joa, 
ii c.),  a native  of  Pruflia,  and  defended  by 
Grotius  (Prolegom.  ad  Hill.  Goth.  p.  28, 
&c.),  the  Swediih  ambaflador. 
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brother,  the  king  of  the  Ileruli.  Adverfity  revived  a fenfe  of  mo-  c ^ A P. 
deration  and  juftice,  and  the  infolence  of  conqueft  was  chaflifed  by  ■ ? 

the  fignal  defeat  and  irreparable  difperfion  of  the  Heruli,  who  were 
fcatcd  in  the  fouthcrn  provinces  of  Poland  \ The  vi&ories  of  the 
Lombards  recommended  them  to  the  friendship  of  the  emperors : 
and  at  the  folicitation  of  Juftinian,  they  paflcd  the  Danube,  to  re- 
duce, according  to  their  treaty,  the  cities  of  Noricum  and  the  for- 
trelTes  of  Pannonia.  But  the  fpirit  of  rapine  foon  tempted  them  be- 
yond thefc  ample  limits ; they  wandered  along  the  coaft  of  the  Ha- 
driatic  as  far  as  Dyrrachium,  and  prefumed,  with  familiar  rudencfs, 
to  enter  the  towns  and  houfes  of  their  Roman  allies,  and  to  feize 
the  captives  who  had  efcaped  from  their  audacious  hands.  Thefc 
a£ls  of  hoflility,  the  falRes,  as  it  might  be  pretended,  of  fome  loofe 
adventurers,  were  difowned  by  the  nation,  and  excufed  by  the  em- 
peror ; but  the  arms  of  the  Lombards  were  more  ferioufly  engaged 
by  a conteft  of  thirty  years,  which  was  terminated  only  by  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  Gcpidx.  The  hoftile  nations  often  pleaded  their 
caufe  before  the  throne  of  Conflantinople  ; and  the  crafty  Juftinian, 
to  whom  the  Barbarians  were  almoft  equally  odious,  pronounced  a 
partial  and  ambiguous  fentence,  and  dextroufly  protra&ed  the  war 
by  flow  and  iueffeiftual  fuccours.  Their  ftrength  was  formidable, 
fmee  the  Lombards,  who  fent  into  the  field  feveraj  myriads  of  fol- 
diers,  ftill  claimed,  as  the  weaker  fide,  the  protc&ion  of  the  Romans. 

Their  fpirit  was  intrepid ; yet  fuch  is  the  uncertainty  of  coyrage, 
that  the  two  armies  were  luddenly  ftruck  with  a panic ; they  fled 
from  each  other,  and  the  rival  kings  remained  with  their  guards  in 
the  midft  of  an  empty  plain.  A Ihort  truce  was  obtained  ; but  their 

• Two  fails  in  the  narrative  of  Paul  DU-  dantia  Una.  The  cultivation  of  flax  fup- 
eonus  (1.  i.  c.  20.)  arc  expreflive  of  national  poles  property,  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
manners:  1 . Du  m ad  tabula*  luJeret  — while  man  u failures* 
he  played  at  draughts.  2.  Camporura  viri- 

Vol.  IV.  F f mutual 
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CHAP,  mutual  refentment  again  kindled ; and  the  remembrance  of  their 
XLU'  fhame  rendered  the  next  encounter  more  defperate  and  bloody. 
Forty  thoufand  of  the  Barbarians  pcrilhed  in  the  decifive  battle, 
which  broke  the  power  of  the  Gepidse,  transferred  the  fears  and 
■wiflies  of  Juflinian,  and  firft  difplayed  the  character  of  Albom,  the 
youthful  prince  of  the  Lombards,  and  the  future  conqueror  of 
Italy*0. 

The  wild  people  who  dwelt  or  wandered  in  the  plains  of  Ruflia, 
Lithuania,  and  Poland,  might  be  reduced,  in  the  age  of  Juftiniao, 
under  the  two  great  families  of  the  Bulgarians  " and  the  Scla- 
vonjans.  According  to  the  Greek  writers,  the  former,  who  touched 
the  Euxine  and  the  lake  Macotis,  derived  from  the  Huns  their  name 
or  detent ; and  it  is  nee  diet  to  renew  thtf  fimple  and  well-known 
pi&ure  of  Tartar  manners.  They  were  bold  and  dextrous  archers, 
who  drank  the  milk,  and  feafted  on  the  flelh  of  their  fleet  and  in- 
defatigable horfes ; whofe  flocks  and  herds  followed,  or  rather  guided 
the  motions  of  their  roving  camps ; to  whofe  inroads  no  country 
was  remote  or  impervious,  and  who  were  pra&ifed  in  flight,  though 
incapable  of  fear.  The  nation  was  divided  into  two  powerful  and 
lioftile  tribes,  who  purfued  each  other  with  fraternal  hatred.  They 
eagerly  difputed  the  friendfhip  or  rather  the  gifts  of  the  em- 
peror ; and  the  diftinflion  which  nature  had  fixed  between  the 
faithful  dog  and  the  rapacious  wolf,  was  applied  by  an  ambaflador 


10  I hive  ufed,  without  undertaking  to  re. 
concilc,  the  fata  in  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  ii. 
c.  14. 1.  in.  c.  33,  34.  1.  iv.  c.  tS.  2;.),  Pant 
Dutconus  (de  Geltia  Langobard.  1.  u c.  I— 
23.  in  Muratori,  Script.  Reruns  ItaHcarum, 
tom.  i.  p.  405—  419. )•  2nd  Jomandea  (de 
SuccefT.  Regnorum,  p.  242.).  The  patient 
reader  nay  draw  fome  light  from  Mafcou 
(Hid.  of  the  Germans,  and  Annotat.  xxiii.) 
and  de  But  (Hid.  deaPeuplei,  &c.  tom.  «, 


“ I adopt  the  appellation  of  Balgnriina, 
from  Ennodina  (m  Panegyr.  Tbeodorici,  Opp. 
Sirmond,  tom.  i.  p.  1598,  1599.),  Jornan- 
dea  (de  Rcbui  Getkia,  c.  5.  p.  194.  et  de 
Regn.  SuccefEone,  p.  242.),  Theophinei 
(p.  185.),  and  the  Chronicles  of  Ciffiodo- 
rius  and  MarcelJinus.  The  name  of  Huns 
ia  too  vague;  the  tribes  of  the  Cutturgn- 
riant  and  Utlurguriaiu  are  too  minute  and 
toe  tsarfe. 

who 
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who  received  only  verbal  inftru&ions  from  the  mouth  of  his  illite-  CHAP. 

J XLII. 

rate  prince  ".  The  Bulgarians,  of  whatfoever  fpecies,  were  equally  », , ' j 

attracted  by  Roman  wealth  : they  affumed  a vague  dominion  over 
the  Sclavonian  name,  and  their  rapid  marches  could  only  be  flopped 
by  the  Baltic  fea,  or  the  extreme  cold  and  poverty  of  the  north. 

But  the  fame  race  of  Sclavonians  appears  to  have  maintained,  in 
every  age,  the  poffeflion  of  the  fame  countries.  Their  numerous 
tribes,  however  diftant  ot  adverfe,  ufed  one  common  language  (it 
was  harfh  and  irregular),  and  were  known  by  the  refemblance  of 
their  form,  which  deviated  from  the  fwarthy  Tartar,  and  approached 
Without  attaining  the  lofty  ftature  and  fair  complexion  of  the  Ger- 
man. Four  thoufand  fix  hundred  villages  ” were  fcattered  over  the 
provinces  of  Ruffla  and  Poland,  and  their  huts  were  haftily  built 
of  rough  timber,  in  a country  deficient  both  in  ftone  and  iron. 

Ere&cd,  or  rather  concealed  in  the  depth  of  forefts,  on  the  hanks  of 
rivers,  or  the  edge  of  moraffes,  we  may  not  perhaps,  without  flat- 
tery, compare  them  to  the  archite&ure  of  the  beaver ; which  they  re- 
fembled  in  a double  iffue,  to  the  land  and  water,  for  the  efcape  of 
the  favage  inhabitant,  an  animal  lefs  cleanly,  lefs  diligent,  and  lefs 
foetal  than  that  marvellous  quadrupede.  The  fertility  of  the  foil, 
rather  than  the  labour  of  the  natives,  fupplied  the  ruftic  plenty  of 
the  Sclavonians.  Their  fheep  and  horned  cattle  were  large  and 
numerous,  and  the  fields  which  they  fowed  with  millet  and  panic 
afforded,  in  the  place  of  bread,  a coarfc  and  lefs  nutritive  food.  The 

**  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  19  ).  His  often  lofes  himfclf  in  a wildernefs  which  r&- 
verbal  meflage  (he  owns  himfclf  an  illiterate  quire*  a Saxon  and  Poliftt  guide. 

Barbariin)  is  delivered  as  an  epiftle.  The  <♦  /Was.,  milium.  See  Columtll*.  I.  «. 
flyle  it  favage,  figurative,  and  original.  c.  p,  4}0.  edi,.  Gefoer.  Plin.  Hili.  Na- 

” Thu  Cum  ia  the  re  full  of  a particular  tur.  xviii.  24.  15.  The  Sarmatiani  trade  • 

114,  in  a carious  MS.  fragment  of  the  year  pIp  of  millet,  mingled  with  mare's  milk  or 
J50,  found  in  the  library  of  Milan.  The  blood.  In  the  wealth  of  modern  hulbandry, 
obfeure  geography  of  the  times  provokes  and  our  millet  feeds  poultry,  and  not  heroes.  See 
exercifes  the  patience  of  the  Count  de  Buat  the  diflisoaries  of  Bo  mare  and  Miller. 

{tom.  xi.  p.  69 — 1 89.).  The  French  mini&er 

F f a inceffant 
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CHAP,  inceflant  rapine  of  their  neighbours  compelled  them  to  bury  this 
' . treafure  In  the  earth  ; but  on  the  appearance  of  a ftranger,  it  ,was 

freely  imparted  by  a people,  whofe  unfavourable  charader  is  qua- 
lified by  the  epithets  of  chafte,  patient,  and  hofpitable.  As  their 
fupreme  god,  they  adored  an  invifible  mafter  of  the  thunder.  The 
rivers  and  the  nymphs  obtained  their  iubordinatc  honours,  and  the 
popular  worfhip  was  exprefied  in  vows  and  facrifice.  The  Sclavo- 
nians  difdained  to  obey  a defpot,  a prince,  or  even  a magiftrate  ; 
but  their  experience  was  too  narrow,  their  paflions  too  headftrong, 
to  compofe  a fyftem  of  equal  law  or  general  defence.  Some  volun- 
tary refped  was  yielded  to  age  and  valour ; but  each  tribe  or  village 
exifted  as  a feparate  republic,  and  all  rauft  be  perfuaded  where  none 
could  be  compelled.  They  fought  on  foot,  almoft  naked,  and,  ex- 
cept an  unwieldy  fiiield,  without  any  defenfive  armour : their  wea- 
pons of  offence  were  a bow,  a quiver  of  fmall  poifoned  arrows, 
and  a long  rope,  which  they  dextroufly  threw  from  a difiance,  and 
entangled  their  enemy  in  a running  noof’e.  In  the  field,  the  Scla- 
vonian  infantry  was  dangerous  by  their  lpeed,  agility,  and  hardi- 
nefs : they  fwam,  they  dived,  they  remained  under  water,  drawing 
their  breath  through  a hollow  cane ; and  a river  or  lake  was  often 
the  feene  of  their  unfufpefted  ambufcadc.  But  thefe  were  the  at- 
chicvements  of  fpies  or  firagglcrs ; the  military  arts  was  unknown 
to  the  Sclavonians ; their  name  was  obfeure,  and  their  conquefis 
were  inglorious”. 

Their  in-  I have  marked  the  faint  and  general  outline  of  the  Sclavonians 
roadi.  and  Bulgarians,  without  attempting  to  define  their  intermediate 


15  For  the  name  and  nation,  the  fi tuition 
and  manners,  of  the  Sclavonians,  fee  the 
original  evidence  of  the  vi11  century,  in  Pro- 
copius (Goth.  I.  ii.  c.  26. 1,  iii.  c.  14.),  and 
the  emperor  Mauritius  or  Maurice  (Stratage- 
mat.  1.  ii.  c.  5.  apud  Mafcou,  Annout.  xxxi.) 


The  Stratagems  of  Maurice  bare  been  print* 
ed  only,  as  I underftand,  at  the  end  of  Schef- 
fer’s edition  of  Arrian’s  Taftics,  at  Upfil, 
1664  (Fabric.  Bibliot.  Gr.xc.  1.  iv.  c.  8. 
tom.  iii.  p.  278.),  a fcarcc,  and- hitherto,  to 
me,  an  inacceffible  book. 
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boundaries,  which  were  not  accurately  known  or  refpefted  by  the  Chap. 
Barbarians  themfelves.  Their  importance  was  meafured  by  their  » . 

vicinity  to  the  empire  ; and  the  level  country  of  Moldavia  and  Wa- 
lachia was  occupied  by  the  Antes”,  a Sclavonian  tribe,  which 
fwelled  the  titles  of  Juftinian  with  an  epithet  of  conqucft  ”.  Againft 
the  Antes  he  credted  the  fortifications  of  the  lower  Danube;  and 
laboured  to  fecure  the  alliance  of  a people  feated  in  the  diredt  chan- 
nel of  northern  inundation,  an  interval  of  two  hundred  miles  be- 
tween the  mountains  of  Tranfylvania  and  the  Euxine  fea.  But  the 
Antes  wanted  power  and  inclination  to  Hera  the  fury  of  the  torrent : 
and  the  light-armed  Sclavonians,  from  an  hundred  tribes,  purfued 
with  almofl  equal  fpeed  the  footfteps  of  the  Bulgarian  horfe.  The 
payment  of  one  piece  of  gold  for  each  foldier,  procured  a fafe  and 
eafy  retreat  through  the  country  of  the  Gcpid.-c,  who  commanded 
the  paflage  of  the  upper  Danube  The  hopes  or  fears  of  the  Bar- 
barians ; their  inteftine  union  or  difeord ; the  accident  of  a frozen 
or  lhallow  ftream  ; the  profpedt  of  harveft  or  vintage ; the  pro- 
fperity  or  diftrefs  of  the  Romans ; were  the  caufes  which  produced 
the  uniform  repetition  of  annual  vifits  ”,  tedious  in  the  narrative, 
and  deftru&ive  in  the  event.  The  fame  year,  and  poflibly  the  fame 
month,  in  which  Ravenna  furrendered,  was  marked  by  an  invafion 
of  the  Huns  or  Bulgarians,  lo  dreadful,  that  it  almoft  effaced  the 
memory  of  their  pall  inroads.  They  fpread  from  the  fuburbs  of 
Conftantinople  to  the  Ionian  gulf,  deftroyed  thirty-two  cities  or 


'*  Antes  eorum  (wdHSmi ....  Tayfis  qui 
rapid  os  et  vorticofus  in  Hiftri  fluenta  furens 
devolvitor  (Jomandes.'c.  5.  p.  edit.  Mu- 
rator.  Procopius,  Goth.  I.  iii.  C*  14.  tt  Je 
Edific.  1-  iv.  c.  7.).  Yet  the  fame  Procopius 
mentions  the  Goth?  and  Hons  as  neighbours, 
ra,  to  the  Danube  (de  hdific.  1.  iv. 

c.  1.). 

17  The  national  title  of  Julian,  in  the  law 
and  inlcriptions  of  juttinian,  was  adopted  by 


his  fucceffors,  and  is  juftified  by  the  pious  Lu- 
dewig  (in  Vic.  Juftinian.  p.515.).  Jt  had 
ftrnngely  puzzled  the  civilians  of  the  middle 
age 

11  Procopius,  Goth.  I.  iv.  c.  23*. 

'•  An  inroad  of  the  Huns  is  connedcd,  by 
Procopius,  with  a comet ; perhaps  that  of 
531  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  4.).  Agathias  (I.  v. 
p.  154,  155.)  borrows  from  Kit  predeceflbr 
fame  early  fad?. 

caftles. 
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CHAT,  caftles,  crazed  Potidaea,  which  Athens  had  built  and  Philip  had 
v befieged,  and  repaired  the  Danube,  dragging  at  their  horfes  heels 

one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  of  the  fubje&s  of  Jullinian.  In 
a fubfequent  inroad  they  pierced  the  wall  of  the  Thracian  Cherfo- 
nefus,  extirpated  the  habitations  and  the  inhabitants,  boldly  tra- 
veried  the  Hcllefpont,  and  returned  to  their  companions,  laden  with 
the  fpoils  of  Afia.  Another  party,  which  feemed  a multitude  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Romans,  penetrated,  without  oppofrtion,  from  the 
(freights  of  Thermopylae  to  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth ; and  the  laft 
ruin  of  Greece  has  appeared  an  object  too  minute  for  the  attention 
of  hiftory.  The  works  w'hich  the  emperor  raifed  for  tlte  protection, 
but  at  the  expence  of  his  fubjeffr,  ferved  only  to  difclofe  the  weak- 
nefs  of  fome  negleded  part  j and  the  walls,  which  by  flattery  had 
been  deemed  impregnable,  were  either  defected  by  the  garrifon,  or 
fealed  by  the  Barbarians.  Three  thoufand  Sclavonians,  who  info* 
lently  divided  themfelves  into  two  bands,  difeovered  the  weaknefs 
and  mifery  of  a triumphant  reign.  They  pafled  the  Danube  and 
the  Hebrus,  vanquiflied  the  Roman  generals  who  dared  to  oppofe 
their  progrefs,  and  plundered,  with  impunity,  the  cities  of  Illyricum 
and  Thrace,  each  of  which  had  arms  and  numbers  to  overwhelm 
their  contemptible  aflailants.  Whatever  praiie  the  boldnefs  of  the 
Sclavonians  may  deferve,  it  is  fullied  by  the  wanton  and  deliberate 
cruelty  which  they  are  accufed  of  exercifing  on  their  prifoners. 
"Without  diftin&ion  of  rank,  or  age,  or  fex,  the  captives  were  im- 
paled or  flayed  alive,  or  fufpended  between  four  polls,  and  beaten 
with  clubs  till  they  expired,  or  inclofed  in  fome  fpacious  building, 
and  left  to  perifh  in  the  flames  with  the  fpoil  and  cattle  which  might 
impede  the  march  of  thefe  favage  vidors".  Perhaps  a more  itn- 

•®  The  croeltiet  of  the  Sclaeoriians  *re  re-  haviour  to  their  prifooen,  we  may  appeal  to 
lated  or  magnified  by  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  iii.  the  authority,  fomewhat  more  recent,  of  the 
C.  a g.  38.).  For  their  mild  and  liberal  be-  emperor  Manrice  (Stratagem.  I.ii.  c.  j ). 
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partial  narrative  would  reduce  the  number,  and  qualify  the  nature  c H A p. 
of  thefe  horrid  afts ; and  they  might  fometimes  be  excufed  by  the  > j 
cruel  laws  of  retaliation.  In  the  fiege  of  Topirus“,  whofe  obftinate 
defence  had  enraged  the  Sclavonians,  they  maflacred  fifteen  thou- 
fand  males ; but  they  fpared  the  women  and  children ; the  moft  va- 
luable captives  were  always  referved  for  labour  or  ranfom ; the  fer- 
vitude  was  not  rigorous,  and  the  terms  of  their  deliverance  were 
fpeedy  and  moderate.  But  the  fubjedt,  or  the  hiftorian  of  Juftinian, 
exhaled  his  juft  indignation  in  the  language  of  complaint  and  re- 
proach ; and  Procopius  has  confidently  affirmed,  that  in  a reign  of 
thirty-two  years,  each  annual  inroad  of  the  Barbarians  confumed 
two  hundred  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Roman  empire. 

The  entire  population  of  Turkifh  Europe,  which  nearly  correfponds 
with  the  provinces  of  Juftinian,  would  perhaps  be  incapable  of  fup- 
plying  fix  millions  of  perfons,  the  refult  of  this  incredible  eftimate 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  obfcure  calamities,  Europe  felt  the  ffiock  of  Origin  »»a 
a revolution,  which  firft  revealed  to  the  world  the  name  and  na-  the  Turk»  m 
tion  of  the  Turks.  Like  Romulus,  the  founder  of  that  martial  a?D.  545, 
people  was  fuckled  by  a fhe-wolf,  who  afterwards  made  him  the  **• 
father  of  a numerous  progeny ; and  the  reprefentation  of  that  ani- 
mal in  the  banners  of  the  Turks,  preferved  the  memory,  or  rather 
fuggefted  the  idea,  of  a fable,  which  was  invented,  without  any  mutual 
intercourfe,  by  the  fhepherds  of  Latium  and  thofe  of  Scythia.  At 
the  equal  diftance  of  two  thouland  miles  from  thc  Cafpian,  the  Icy, 
the  Chinefe,  and  the  Bengal  feas,  a ridge  of  mountains  is  confpi- 
cuous,  the  centre,  and  perhaps  the  fummit,  of  Alia ; which,  in  the 
language  of  different  nations,  has  been  ftyled  Imaus,  and  Oaf11,  and 

Altai, 

“ Topirui  wit  fhoate  netr  Philippi  in  of  the  Anecdotes  (c.  18.),  thefe  ioroadt  hid 
Thrace,  or  Macedonia,  oppofue  to  the  ifle  reduced  the  provinces  fouth  of  the  Danube 
of  Thafoe,  twelve  days  journey  from  Con-  to  the  ftate  of  a Scythian  wiMcrnefs. 

JUntinople  (Ce)larius,  tom.i.  p.  676.  840.)*  **  From  Caf  to  Caf ; which  a more  ra- 

“ According  to  thc  malevolent  teftimony  tional  geography  would  interpret,  from  Ima us, 

perhaps. 
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CHAP.  Altai,  and  the  Golden  Mountains,  and  the  Girdle  of  the  Earth. 

■,  '—L—  ■ The  fides  of  the  hills  were  produ&ive  of  minerals ; and  the  iron 
forges1*,  for  the  purpofe  of  war,  were  excrcifcd  by  the  Turks,  the 
mod  defpifed  portion  of  the  flaves  of  the  great  khan  of  the  Geou- 
gen.  But  their  fervitude  could  only  laft  till  a leader,  bold  and  elo- 
quent, fliould  arife,  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  that  the  fame  arms 
which  they  forged  for  their  ma tiers,  might  become,  in  their  own 
hands,  the  indruments  of  freedom  and  vidory.  They  fallied  from 
the  mountain  ** ; a feeptre  was  the  reward  of  his  advice ; and  the 
annual  ceremony,  in  which  a piece  of  iron  was  heated  in  the  fire, 
and  a fmith’s  hammer  was  fucccffively  handled  by  the  prince  and 
his  nobles,  recorded  for  ages  the  humble  profeflion  and  rational 
pride  of  the  Turkith  nation.  Bertezena,  their  iirlt  leader,  fignalized 
their  valour  and  his  own  in  fucccl'sful  combats  agr.ind  the  neigh- 
bouring tribes ; but  when  he  prefumed  to  afk  in  marriage  the 
daughter  of  the  great  khan,  the  infolent  demand  of  a Have  and  a 
mechanic  was  contemptuoufly  rejeded.  The  difgrace  was  ex- 
piated by  a more  noble  alliance  with  a princefs  of  China  ; and  the 
decifive  battle  which  almod  extirpated  the  nation  of  the  Geougen, 
cflablifhed  in  Tartary  the  new  and  more  powerful  empire  of  the 
Turks.  They  reigned  over  the  north  ; but  they  confcfled  the 

perhaps,  to  mount  Atlas.  According  to  the 
religious  philofophy  of  the  Mahometans,  the 
bafis  of  mount  Caf  is  an  emerald,  whofe  re- 
flection produces  the  azure  of  the  fky.  The 
mountain  is  endowed  with  a fenfttive  a&ion 
in  its  roots  or  nerves  ; and  their  vibration,  at 
the  command  of  God,  is  the  caufe  of  earth- 
quakes (D’Herbelot,  p.  230,  231.). 

94  The  Siberian  iron  is  the  belt  and  meft 
plentiful  in  the  world  ; and  in  the  fouthero 
parts,  above  fixty  mines  are  now  worked  by 
the  induftry  of  the  Ruffians  (Strahienberg, 

Hift.  of  Siberia,  p.  342.  387.  Voyage  en  hi- 
berie, par  l’Abbe Chapped* A utcrochc,  p.  603 
—608.  edit,  in  12“%  Amflerdim,  1770). 

IO 


The  Turks  offered  iron  for  fale  ; yet  the  Ro- 
man ambaifadors,  with  ftrange  obilinacy,  per- 
illed in  believing  that  it  was  all  a trick,  and 
that  their  country  produced  none  (Menander 
in  Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  152.). 

*5  Oflrgana-kon  (Abulghazi  Khan,  Ifirt. 
Genealogique  des  Tatar*,  P.  ii.  c.  5.  p.  71 
-—77.  c.  15.  p.  155  ).  The  tradition  of  the 
Moguls,  of  the  450  years  which  they  pafTed 
in  the  mountains,  agrees  with  the  Chinefc  pe- 
riods of  the  hifiory  of  the  Huns  and  Turks 
(De  Guignes,  tom.  i.  part  ii.  p.  376.)  and  the 
twenty  generations,  from  (heir  restoration  to 
Zingiv. 

vanity 
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vanity  of  conqueft,  by  their  faithful  attachment  to  the  mountain  of 
their  fathers.  The  royal  encampment  feldom  loft  fight  of  mount 
Altai,  from  whence  the  river  Irtifh  defeends  to  water  the  rich  paf- 
tures  of  the  Calmucks”,  which  nourith  the  largeft  fheep  and  oxen 

in  the  world.  The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  the  climate  mild  and  tem- 

perate : the  happy  region  was  ignorant  of  earthquake  and  pcftilence  ; 
the  emperor’s  throne  was  turned  towards  the  eaft,  and  a golden  wolf 
on  the  top  of  a fpear,  feemed  to  guard  the  entrance  of  his  tent. 
One  of  the  fucceflors  of  Bertezena  was  tempted  by  the  luxury  and 
fuperftition  of  China ; but  bis  defign  of  building  cities  and  temples 
was  defeated  by  the  fimple  wifdom  of  a Barbarian  counfellor.  “ The 
“ Turks,”  he  faid,  “ are  not  equal  in  number  to  one  hundredth 
“ part  of  the  inhabitants  of  China.  If  we  balance  their  power,  and 

“ elude  their  armies,  it  is  becaufc  we  wander  without  any  fixed 

“ habitations,  in  the  exercife  of  war  and  hunting.  Are  we  ftrongf 
“ we  advance  and  conquer ; arc  we  feeble  ? we  retire  and  are  con- 
**  cealed.  Should  the  Turks  confine  themfelves  within  the  walls  of 
“ cities,  the  lofs  of  a battle  would  be  the  deftru&ion  of  their  em- 
“ pire.  The  Bonzes  preach  only  patience,  humility,  and  the  re- 
“ nunciation  of  the  world.  Such,  O king ! is  not  the  religion  of 
“ heroes.”  They  entertained,  with  lefs  relu&ance,  the  doctrines 
of  Zoroaftcr,  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation  acquiefced,  without 
enquiry’,  in  the  opinions,  or  rather  in  the  pra&ice,  of  their  anceftors. 
The  honours  of  facrifice  were  referved  for  the  fupreme  deity  ; they 
acknowledged,  in  rude  hymns,  their  obligations  to  the  air,  the  fire, 
the  water,  and  the  earth  ; and  their  priefts  derived  fome  profit  from 
the  art  of  divination.  Their  unwritten  laws  were  rigorous  and  im- 
partial : theft  was  puniflied  by  a tenfold  reftitution ; adultery,  trea- 

**  The  country  of  the  Turks,  now  of  the  notes  of  the  French  tnnflator  are  enlarged 
Calmucks,  is  well  deferibed  in  the  Genea-  and  digefted  in  the  fccond  volume  of  the 
logical  Hiftory,  p.  521—562.  The  curious  Englith  verfion. 

Vox..  IV.  G g fon. 
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CHAP,  fori,  and  murder,  with  death  ; and  no  chaftifement  could  be  inflied* 
XLII.  1 7 

» — _ • ed  too  fevere  for  the  rare  and  inexpiable  guilt  of  cowardice.  A* 
the  fubjeS  nations  marched  under  the  ftandard  of  the  Turks,  their 
cavalry,  both  men  and  horfes,  were  proudly  computed  by  mil- 
lions ; one  of  their  effective  armies  confided  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  and  in  lei's  than  fifty  years  they  were  connected  in 
peace  and  war  with  the  Romans,  the  Perfians,  and  the  Chincfe.  In 
their  northern  limits,  fome  velligc  may  be  difeovered  of  the  form, 
and  fituation  of  Kamtchatka,  of  a people  of  hunters  and  filhermen, 
whole  fledges  were  drawn  by  dogs,  and  whofe  habitations  were 
buried  in  the  earth.  The  Turks  were  ignorant  of  adronomy;  but 
the  obfervation  taken  by  fome  learned  Chinefe,  with  a gnomon  of 
eight  feet,  fixes  the  royal  camp  in  the  latitude  of  forty-nine  degrees, 
and  marks  their  extreme  progrefa  within  three,  or  at  lead  ten  de- 
grees, of  the  polar  circle1’.  Among  their  fouthern  conqucfts,  the 
mod  fplendid  was  that  of  the  Nepthalites  or  white  Huns,  a polite 
and  warlike  people,  who  pofTeflcd  the  commercial  cities  of  Bochara. 
and  Samurcand,  who  had  vanquiflied  the  Pcrlian  monarch,  and  car- 
ried their  victorious  arms  along  the  banks,  and  perhaps  to  the 
mouth,  of  the  Indus.  On  the  fide  of  the  wed,  the  Turkilh  cavalry 
advanced  to  the  lake  Mxotis.  They  palled  that  lake  on  the  icc. 
The  khan  who  dwelt  at  the  foot  of  mount  Altai,  iflued  his  com- 
mands for  the  fiege  of  Bofphorus  ",  a city,  the  voluntary  fubjecl  of 
Rome,  and  whofe  princes  had  formerly  been  the  friends  of  Athens’’. 
To  the  cad,  the  Turks  invaded  China,  as  often  as  the  vigour  of 

*7  ViAJeloo,  p.  141. 1 5 1.  The  fafl,  though  9*  See,  in  a Memoir  of  M.  de  Boze  (Menu 
it  ftrietly, belong*  to  a fubordinate  and  fuccef-  de  1* Academic  des  Jnfcription*,  tom.  vi.p.  5x9 
five  tribe,  may  be  introduced  here.  —565.),  the  ancient  kings  and  medals  of  the 

**  Procopius,  Pci  Ac.  I.  i.  c.  is.  I.ii.  c.  3.  Cimmerian  Bofphorus;  and  the  gratitude  of 
Peyflbncl  (Ubfervations  fur  les  Peoples  Bar-  Athens,  in  thcOratioo  of  Demofthcm^  againft 
bares,  p 99,  100.)  defines  the  diAaoce  be-  Leptines  (in  Rciikc,  Orator.  Gr*c,  tom.  i. 
tween  Cwffa  and  the  old  Bofphorus  at  xvi  long  p.  466,  467.). 
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the  government  was  relaxed : and  I am  taught  to  read  in  the  hiftory  C H A P. 
of  the  times,  that  they  mowed  down  their  patient  enemies  like  hemp  > — ■ 
or  grafs ; and  that  the  mandarins  applauded  the  wildom  of  an  em- 
peror who  repulfed  thefe  Barbarians  with  golden  lanecs.  This  ex- 
tent of  favage  empire  compelled  the  Turkilh  monarch  to  eftablifh 
three  fubordinate  princes  of  his  own  blood,  who  foon  forgot  their 
gratitude  and  allegiance.  The  conquerors  were  enervated  by  luxury, 
which  is  always  fatal  except  to  an  induftrious  people ; the  policy 
of  China  folicited  the  vanquilhcd  nations  to  refume  their  independ- 
ence ; and  the  power  of  the  Turks  was  limited  to  a period  of  two 
hundred  years.  The  revival  of  their  name  and  dominion  in  the 
fouthem  countries  of  Alia,  are  the  events  of  a later  age ; and  the 
dynafties,  which  fuccccdcd  to  their  native  realms,  may  fleep  in  ob- 
livion ; fince  their  hiftory  bears  no  relation  to  the  decline  and  fall  of 
the  Roman  empire 

In  the  rapid  career  of  conqueft,  the  Turks  attacked  and  fubdued  The  Avars 

r fly  before  the 

the  nation  of  the  Ogors  or  Varchonites  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Til,  Turks,  and 
which  derived  the  epithet  of  black  from  its  dark  water  or  gloomy  empire/  * * 
fore  Its”.  The  khan  of  the  Ogors  was  {lain  with  three  hundred 
thoufand  of  his  l'ubje&s,  and  their  bodies  were  fcattcrcd  over  the 
fpace  of  four  days  journey  : their  furviving  countrymen  acknow- 
ledged the  ftrength  and  mercy  of  the  Turks ; and  a final!  portion, 
about  twenty  thoufand  warriors,  preferred  exile  to  fervitude.  They 
followed  the  well-known  road  of  the  Volga,  cherilhed  the  error  of 

10  For  the  origin  and  revolutions  of  the  firft  the  geography  of  De  Guignes  (tom.  i.  part  if. 

Turkifli  empire,  the  Chincfc  details  are  bor-  p.  lviii.  and  35a.),  is  a fmall,  though  grate- 
rowed  from  De  Guignes  (Hill,  des  Huns,  ful,  ilream  of  the  defert,  that  falls  into  the 
tom.  i.  P.  ii.  p.  367—462.)  and  Vifdelou  Orhon,  Selinga,  &c,  See  Bell,  Journey 
(Supplement  a la  Bibliotheque  Orient.  d’Her-  from  Petcrlburgh  to  Pekin  (vol.  ii.  p.  124*)  * 
be  lot,  p.  82 — Uf).  The  Greek  or  Roman  yet  his  own  dcfciiption  of  the  Kcac,  down 
hints  are  gathered  in  Menander  (p.  108—  which  he  failed  into  the  Oby,  represents 
16^.)  and  TheOphylaft  Simocatta  (1.  vii.  the  name  and  attributes  of  the  black  river 
c-7.  «•)•  (P-  >39-)- 

**  The  river  Til,  or  Tula,  according  to 
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C XLU  P natlons  who  confounded  them  with  the  Avars,  and  fpread  the 

k— v ~t  terror  of  that  falfe,  though  famous  appellation,  which  had  not, 

however,  faved  its  lawful  proprietors  from  the  yoke  of  the  Turks1*. 
After  a long  and  vi&orious  march,  the  new  Avars  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  mount  Caucafus,  in  the  country  of  the  Alani 11  and  Circaf- 
fians,  where  they  firft  heard  of  the  fplendour  and  weaknefs  of  the 
Roman  empire.  They  humbly  requeued  their  confederate,  the 
prince  of  the  Alani,  to  lead  them  to  this  fource  of  riches  ; and  their 
ambadador,  with  the  permiffion  of  the  governor  of  Lazica,  was 
tranfported  by  the  Euxinc  fea  to  Conftantinople.  The  whole  city 
was  poured  forth  to  behold  with  curiofity  and  terror  the  afpeft  of 
a ftrange  people  : their  long  hair,  which  hung  in  trefles  down  their 
backs,  was  gracefully  bound  with  ribbons,  but  the  reft  of  their  habit 
Their  em-  appeared  to  imitate  the  falhion  of  the  Huns.  When  they  were  ad- 
Junnoople”*  m'tted  to  the  audience  of  Juftinian,  Candifh,  the  firft  of  the  ambaf- 
A.  D.  558.  fadors,  addrefled  the  Roman  emperor  in  thefe  terms  : “ You  fee 
“ before  you,  O mighty  prince,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  ftrongeft 
“ and  moft  populous  of  nations,  the  invincible,  the  irrefiftible 
“ Avars.  We  are  willing  to  devote  ourfelves  to  your  fervicc  : we 
“ are  able  to  vanquilh  and  deftroy  all  the  enemies  who  now  difturb 
“ your  repofe.  But  we  expetft,  as  the  price  of  our  alliance,  as  the 
“ reward  of  our  valour,  precious  gifts,  annual  fubfidies,  and  fruit- 
“ ful  pofleflions.”  At  the  time  of  this  embafly,  Juftinian  had  reign- 
ed above  thirty,  he  had  lived  above  feventy-five  years : his  mind, 
as  well  as  his  body,  was  feeble  and  languid  ; and  the  conqueror  of 
Africa  and  Italy,  carelefs  of  the  permanent  intereft  of  his  people. 


Theophylaft,  K vu.  c.  7,  8.  And  yet 
his  triu  Avars  are  invifible  even  to  the  eyes 
of  M.  de  Guignes;  and  what  can  be  more 
illuftrious  than  the  fal/tf  The  right  of  the 
fugitive  Ogors  to  that  national  appellation  is 
confefled  by  the  Turks  theoifelves  (Menan- 
der, p.  108.).  1 


n The  Alani  are  flill  found  in  the  Genea- 
logical Hiftory  of  the  Tartars  (p.  617.)*  and 
in  d'Anville's  maps.  They  oppofed  the 
inarch  of  the  generals  of  Zingis  round  the 
Cafpian  fea,  and  were  overthrown  io  a great 
battle  (Hift.  de  Gcngifcan,  l.iv.c.g.  p.447.). 
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afpired  only  to  end  his  days  in  the  bofom  even  of  inglorious  peace. 
In  a ftudied  oration,  he  imparted  to  the  fenate  his  refolution  to  didem- 
ble  the  infult,  and  to  purchafe  the  fricndfhip  of  the  Avars  ; and  the 
whole  fenate,  like  the  mandarins  of  China,  applauded  the  incompara- 
ble wildoin  and.forefight  of  their  fovereign.  The  inftruments  of  luxury 
were  immediately  prepared  to  captivate  the  Barbarians ; filken'  gar- 
ments, foft  and  fplendid  beds,  and  chains  and  collars  incrufted  with 
gold.  The  ambafladors,  content  with  fuch  liberal  reception,  de- 
parted from  Conftantinople,  and  Valentin,  one  of  the  emperor’s 
guards,  was  fent  with  a fimilar  character  to  their  camp  at  the  foot 
of  mount  Caucafus.  As  their  dedrudtion  or  their  fuccefs  mud  be 
alike  advantageous  to  the  empire,  he  perfuaded  them  to  invade  the 
enemies  of  Rome ; and  they  were  eafily  tempted,  by  gifts  and  pro- 
mifes,  to  gratify  their  ruling  inclinations.  Thefe  fugitives  who  fled 
before  the  Turkiih  arms,  palled  the  Tanais  and  Boryfthencs,  and 
boldly  advanced  into  the  heart  of  Poland  and  Germany,  violating 
the  law  of  nations,  and  abufing  the  rights  of  vi&ory.  Before  ten 
years  had  elapfed,  their  camps  were  feated  on  the  Danube  and  the 
Elbe,  many  Bulgarian  and  Sclavonian  names  were  obliterated  from 
the  earth,  and  the  remainder  of  their  tribes  are  found,  as  tributaries 
and  vaflals,  under  the  ftandard  of  the  Avars.  The  chagan,  the  pe- 
culiar title  of  their  king,  ftill  afFetted  to  cultivate  the  friendlhip  of 
the  emperor ; and  Jullinian  entertained  fome  thoughts  of  fixing 
them  in  Pantionia  to  balance  the  prevailing  power  of  the  Lombards. 
But  the  virtue  or  treachery  of  an  Avar  betrayed  the  fecret  enmity 
and  ambitious  defigns  of  their  countrymen  ; and  they  loudly  com- 
plained of  the  timid,  though  jealous  policy,  of  detaining  their  am- 
bafladors,  and  denying  the  arms  which  they  had  been  allowed  to 
purchafe  in  the  capital  of  the  empire’*. 

Perhaps 

*4  The  tmbaflies  and  full  conquers  of  the  Lepat.  p.  99,  too,  101.  154,  155.),  Thco* 
Avir:  may  be  read  in  Menander  (Excerpt,  phanes  (p.  196.),  the  liilloiia  Mifcella  (1.  xvi. 

p.  IOC).), 
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C H a p.  Perhaps  the  apparent  change  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  emperors, 

v_ . may  be  aferibed  to  the  embaffy  which  was  received  from  the  con- 

SeTw-ki0*'  querora  of  the  Avars”.  The  iramenfe  diftance  which  eluded  their 
ami  Romans,  armS)  couy  not  extinguilh  their  refentment : the  Turki/h  ambalTadors 
569-581.  purfued  the  footfteps  of  the  vanquifhed  to  the  Jaik,  the  Volga, 
mount  Caucafus,  the  Euxine,  and  Conftantinople,  and  at  length 
appeared  before  the  fucceffor  of  Conftantine,  to  requeft  that  he 
would  not  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  rebels  and  fugitives.  Even  com- 
merce had  fome  fhare  in  this  remarkable  negociation  : and  the  Sog- 
doites,  who  were  now  the  tributaries  of  the  Turks,  embraced  the 
fair  occafion  of  opening,  by  the  north  of  the  Cafpian,  a new  road 
for  the  importation  of  Chinefe  filk  into  the  Roman  empire.  The 
Perfian,  who  preferred  the  navigation  of  Ceylon,  had  Hopped  the 
caravans  of  Bochara  and  Samarcand  : their  filk  was  contcmptuoufly 
burnt ; fome  Tutkifh  ambalTadors  died  in  Perfia,  with  a fufpicion  of 
poifon ; and  the  great  khan  permitted  his  faithful  vaffal  Maniach,  the 
prince  of  the  Sogdoites,  to  propofe,  at  the  Byzantine  court,  a treaty 
of  alliance  againft  their  common  enemies.  Their  fplendid  apparel 
and  rich  prefents,  the  fruit  of  Oriental  luxury,  diftinguifhed  Maniach 
and  Eis  colleagues,  from  the  rude  favages  of  the  north  : their  letters, 
in  the  Scythian  character  and  language,  announced  a people  who 
had  attained  the  rudiments  of  fcicnce  ** : they  enumerated  the  con- 
quefts,  they  offered  the  friendlhip  and  military  aid  of  the  Turks; 


p.  109.),  and  Gregory  of  Toun  (1.  iv.  c.  23. 
29.  in  the  Hillorians  of  France,  tom.  ii. 
p.  214.  217.). 

55  Thcophanes  (Chron.  p.  204.)  and  the 
Hill.  Mifcella  (1.  xvi.  p.  1 10.),  as  ondcrJlood 
by  De  Guigncs  (tom.  i.  part  ii.  p.  354.),  ap- 
pear to  fpeak  of  a Turkifh  embaffy  to  Jufti- 
nian  himfelf;  but  that  of  Maniach,  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  fucceffor  Jurtin,  is  pofi lively 
the  fiift  that  reached  Conliantinople  (Menan- 
der, p.  108.). 


3C  The  Ruffians  have  found  characters,  rude 
hieroglyphics,  on  the  Jrtiffi  and  Ycnifei,  on 
medals  tombs,  idols,  rocks,  obeli  Iks  &c. 
(Strahleclerg,  Hill,  of  Siberia,  p.  324.  346. 
406.  429  ).  Dr.  Hyde  (de  Rdigione  Vetc- 
rum  Pcrfarum,  p.  521,  &c.)  ha»  given  two 
alphabets  of  Thibet  and  of  the  Eygours.  I 
have  long  harboured  a fufpicion  that  all  the 
Scythian,  and /e me,  perhaps  much,  of  the  In- 
dun  fcicnce,  wu  derived  from  the  Greeks  of 
Badlriam. 

and 
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and  their  fincerity  was  atteftcd  by  direful  imprecations  (if  they 
were  guilty  of  falfehood)  againft  their  own  head,  and  the  head  of 
Difabul  their  mafter.  The  Greek  prince  entertained  with  hofpitnble 
regard  the  amhafTadors  of  a remote  and  powerful  monarch  : the  light 
of  filk-worms  and  looms  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the  Sogdoites ; the 
emperor  renounced,  or  feemed  to  renounce,  the  fugitive  Avars,  but 
he  accepted  the  alliance  of  the  Turks  ; and  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  was  carried  by  a Roman  minifter  to  the  foot  of  mount  Altai. 
Under  the  fucccffors  of  Juftinian,  the  friendihip  of  the  two  nations 
was  cultivated  by  frequent  and  cordial  intercourl'e  ; the  moll  fa  1 cur- 
ed vaflals  were  permitted  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  great  khan  j 
and  one  hundred  and  fix  Turks,  who,  on  various  occafions,  had 
vilited  Conftantinoplc,  departed  at  the  fame  time  for  their  native 
country.  The  duration  and  length  of  the  journey  from  the  Byzan- 
tine court  to  mount  Altai,  arc  not  fpecified  : it  might  have  been 
difficult  to  mark  a road  through  the  namelefs  deferts,  the  mountains, 
rivers,  and  morafl'es  of  Tartary  ; but  a curious  account  has  been 
preferred  of  the  reception  of  the  Roman  ambaffadors  at  the  royal 
camp.  After  they  had  been  purified  with  fire  and  incenfe,  accord- 
ing to  a rite  ftiil  pra&il'ed  under  the  fons  of  Zingis,  they  were  in- 
troduced to  the  prcfcnce  of  Difabul.  In  a valley  of  the  Golden 
Mountain,  they  found  the  great  khan  in  bis  tent,  feated  in  a chair 
with  wheels,  to  which  an  horfe  might  be  occafionally  harnefied. 
As  foon  as  they  had  delivered  their  prefents,  which  were  received  by 
the  proper  officers,  they  expofed,  in  a florid  oration,  the  wiffies  of  the 
Roman  emperor,  that  vidtory  might  attend  the  arms  of  Turks,  that 
their  reign  might  be  long  and  profperous,  and  that  a ftridt  alliance, 
without  envy  or  deceit,  might  for  ever  be'  maintained  between  the 
two  moll  powerful  nations  of  the  earth.  Tbe  anfwer  of  Difabul 
eorrefpontled  with  thefc  friendly  profeffions,  and  the  ambalfidors 
were  feated  by  his  fide,  at  a banquet  which  lafted  the  greateft  part 
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of  the  day : the  tent  was  furrounded  with  filk  hangings,  and  a 
Tartar  liquor  was  fcrved  on  the  table,  which  poflefled  at  lead  the  in- 
toxicating qualities  of  wine.  The  entertainment  of  the  fucceeding 
day  was  more  fumptuous ; the  filk  hangings  of  the  fecond  tent  were 
embroidered  in  various  figures;  and  the  royal  feat,  the  cups,  and  the 
vafes,  were  of  gold.  A third  pavilion  wras  fupported  by  columns  of 
gilt  wood  ; a bed  of  pure  and  mafly  gold  was  raifed  on  four  pea- 
cocks of  the  fame  metal : and  before  the  entrance  of  the  tent,  dilhes, 
bafons,  and  ftatucs  of  folid  filver,  and  admirable  art,  were  oftenta- 
tioufly  piled  in  waggons,  the  monuments  of  valour  rather  than  of 
induftry.  When  Difabul  led  his  armies  againft  the  frontiers  of 
Perfia,  his  Roman  allies  followed  many  days  the  march  of  the 
Turkifh  camp,  nor  were  they  difmifled  till  they  had  enjoyed  their  pre- 
cedency over  the  envoy  of  the  great  king,  whofe  loud  and  intem- 
perate clamours  interrupted  the  (Hence  of  the  royal  banquet.  The 
power  and  ambition  of  Chofrocs  cemented  the  union  of  the  Turks 
and  Romans,  who  touched  his  dominions  on  either  fide : but  tliofe 
diftant  nations,  regardlefs  of  each  other,  confulted  the  didates  of  in- 
tcreft,  without  recolleding  the  obligations  of  oaths  and  treaties. 
While  the  fucceflor  of  Difabul  celebrated  his  father’s  obfequics,  he 
was  faluted  by  the  ambaifadors  of  the  emperor  Tiberius,  who  pro- 
pofed  an  invafion  of  Perfia,  and  l'uftained  with  firmnefs,  the  angry, 
and  perhaps  the  juft,  reproaches  of  that  haughty  Barbarian.  “ You 
“ fee  my  ten  fingers,”  faid  the  great  khan,  and  he  applied  them  to 
his  mouth.  “ You  Romans  fpeak  with  as  many  tongues,  but  they 
“ are  tongues  of  deceit  and  perjury.  To  me  you  hold  one  language, 
“ to  my  fubjeds  another ; and  the  nations  are  fucccllively  deluded 
“ by  your  perfidious  eloquence.  You  precipitate  your  allies  into 
“ war  and  danger,  you  enjoy  their  labours,  and  you  negled  your 
“ benefadors.  Haften  your  return,  inform  your  mafter  that  a Turk 
“ is  incapable  of  uttering  or  forgiving  falfehood,  and  that  he  (hall 
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**  fpeedily  meet  the  punifhment  which  he  deferves.  While  he  fofi- 
“ cits  my  friendlhip  with  flattering  and  hollow  words,  he  is  funk 
“ to  a confederate  of  my  fugitive  Varchonites.  If  I condefcend  to 
“ march  againft  thofe  contemptible  flaves,  they  will  tremble  at  the 
**  found  of  our  whips ; they  will  be  trampled  like  a neft  of  ants, 
“ under  the  feet  of  my  innumerable  cavalry.  I am  not  ignorant 
“ of  the  road  which  they  have  followed  to  invade  your  empire ; 
**  nor  can  I be  deceived  by  the  vain  pretence,  that  mount  Caucafus 
“ is  the  impregnable  barrier  of  the  Romans.  I know  the  courfc  of 
“ the  Niefler,  the  Danube,  and  the  Hebrus  ; the  moll  warlike  na- 
* tions  have  yielded  to  the  arms  of  the  Turks  ; and  from  the  rifing 
“ to  the  fetting  fun,  the  earth  is  my  inheritance.”  Notwithftanding 
this  menace,  a fenfc  of  mutual  advantage  foon  renewed  the  alliance 
of  the  Turks  and  Romans  : but  the  prklc  of  the  great  khan  furvived 
his  refentment ; and,  when  he  announced  an  important  conqueft  to 
his  friend  the  emperor  Maurice,  he  ftyled  himfclf  the  mailer  of  the 
feven  races,  and  the  lord  of  the  feven  climates  of  the  world 

Difputcs  have  often  arifen  between  the  fovereigns  of  Afla,  for 
the  title  of  king  of  the  world ; while  the  contell  has  proved  that  it 
could  not  belong  to  either  of  the  competitors.  The  kingdom  of  the 
Turks  was  bounded  by  the  Oxus  or  Gihon ; and  Touran  was  fepa- 
rated  by  that  great  river  from  the  rival  monarchy  oi'Iran , or  Perfia, 
which,  in  a fmaller  compafs,  contained  perhaps  a larger  meafure  of 
power  and  population.  The  Pcrfians,  who  alternately  invaded  and 
repulfed  the  Turks  and  the  Romans,  were  dill  ruled  by  the  houfe  of 
Saftan,  which  afeended  the  throne  three  hundred  years  before  the 
accelfion  of  Jullinian.  His  contemporary,  Cabades,  or  Kobad,  had 
been  fuccefsful  in  war  againft  the  emperor  Anaftafius : but  the  reign 

11  All  the  details  of  thefe  Turkifli  and  Ro-  of  Menander  (p.  106—110.  151  — 154.  161 
inan  embatTies,  fo  curious  in  the  htflory  of  — 164.),  in  which  we  often  regret  the  want 
human  manners,  are  drawn  from  the  Extracts  of  order  and  connection. 
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P.  of  that  prince  was  diftra&ed  by  civil  and  religious  troubles.  A 
prifoner  in  the  hands  of  his  fubje&s ; an  exile  among  the  enemies 
of  Perfia ; he  recovered  his  liberty  by  proftituting  the  honour  of  his 
wife,  and  regained  his  kingdom  with  the  dangerous  and  mercenary 
aid  of  the  Barbarians,  who  had  flain  his  father.  His  nobles  were 
fufpicious  that  Kobad  never  forgave  the  authors  of  his  expulfton,  or 
even  thofe  of  his  reftoration.  The  people  was  deluded  and  inflamed 
by  the  fanaticifm  of  Mazdak”,  who  aflerted  the  community  of 
women  ” and  the  equality  of  mankind,  whilft  he  appropriated  the 
richeft  lands  and  mod  beautiful  females  to  the  ufe  of  his  fedfaries. 
The  view  of  thefe  diforders,  which  had  been  fomented  by  his  laws 
and  example  embittered  the  declining  age  of  the  Perfian  mo- 
narch ; and  his  fears  were  increafed  by  the  confdoufnefs  of  his 
defign  to  reverfe  the  natural  and  cuftomary  order  of  fucceffion, 
in  favour  of  his  third  and  mod  favoured  fon,  fo  famous  under  the 
names  of  Chofroes  and  Nulhirvan.  To  render  the  youth  more 
illuftrious  in  the  eyes  of  the  nations,  Kobad  was  defirous  that  he 
fhould  be  adopted  by  the  emperor  Juftin  : the  hope  of  peace  in- 
clined the  Byzantine  court  to  accept  this  Angular  propofal ; and 
Chofroes  might  have  acquired  a fpecious  claim  to  the  inheritance  of 
his  Roman  parent.  But  the  future  mifehief  was  diverted  by  the 
advice  of  the  quieftor  Proclus : a difficulty  was  darted,  whether  the 
adoption  fhould  be  performed  as  a civil  or  military  rite  *' ; the  treaty 

was 

40  He  offered  his  own  wife  and  lifter  to  the 
prophet  i bat  the  prayers  of  Nulbirvan  faved 
his  mother,  and  the  indignant  monarch  never 
forgave  the  humiliation  to  which  his  filial  piety 
had  Hooped  : pedes  tuos  deofculatus  (laid  ha 
to  Mazdak),  cujus  factor  adhoc  nares  occupat 
(Pocock,  Specimen  Hid.  Arab.  p.  71.)* 

41  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  11.  Was  not 
Proclus  over-wife?  Was  not  the  danger  ima^ 
ginary? — The  cxcufe,  at  lcaft,  was  injurious 

to 
II 


51  See  d’Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  568. 
929.)  ; Hyde  (de  Religione  Vet.  Perfarum, 
c.  21.  p.  290,  291.)  ; Pocock  (Specimen 
Hift.  Arab.  p.  70,71.);  Eutychius  (Annal. 
tom.  ii.  p.  176.) ; Texeira  (in  Stevens,  Hill, 
of  Perfis,  1.  i.  c.  34  ). 

19  The  fame  of  the  new  law  for  the  com- 
munity of  women,  was  Toon  propagated  in  Syria 
(Affcman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.iii.  p.  402.) 
and  Greece  (Procop.  Pcrfic.  1.  i.  c.  5.). 
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was  abruptly  diflolved;  and  the  fenfe  of  this  indignity  funk  deep  c H A P. 
into  the  mind  of  Chofroes,  who  had  already  advanced  to  the  Tigris  t- — 
on  his  road  to  Conftantinople.  His  father  did  not  long  furvive  the 
difappointment  of  his  withes : the  tcftament  of  their  deceafed  fove- 
reign  was  read  in  the  aflcmbly  of  the  nobles ; and  a powerful  fac- 
tion, prepared  for  the  event,  and  regardlefs  of  the  priority  of  age, 
exalted  Chofroes  to  the  throne  of  Perfia.  He  filled  that  throne 
during  a profpeTOUs  period  of  forty-eight  years*’;  and  the  justice 
of  Nulhirvan  is  celebrated  as  the  theme  of  immortal  praife  by  the 
nations  of  the  Eaft. 

But  the  juftice  of  kings  is  underftood  by  theinfelves,  and  even  by  of 
their  fubjeCh,  with  an  ample  indulgence  for  the  gratification  of  paf-  or  Chofroes, 
fion  and  intereft.  The  virtue  of  Chofroes  was  that  of  a conqueror,  5511579, 
who,  in  the  meafures  of  peace  and  war,  is  excited  by  ambition  and 
reftrained  by  prudence ; who  confounds  the  greatnefs  with  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  a nation,  and  calmly  devotes  the  lives  of  thoufands  to 
the  fame,  or  even  the  amufement  of  a fingle  man.  In  his  domeftic 
adminiftration,  the  juft  Nufhirvan  would  merit,  in  our  feelings,  the 
appellation  of  a tyrant.  His  two  elder  brothers  had  been  deprived 
of  their  fair  expectations  of  the  diadem  : their  future  life,  between 
the  fupreme  rank  and  the  condition  of  fubjedts,  was  anxious  to 
themfelves  and  formidable  to  their  mafter : fear  as  well  as  revenge 
might  tempt  them  to  rebel ; the  flighteft  evidence  of  a confpiracy 

to  a nation  not  ignorant  of  letters : « and  Oriental!,  ii  afeertained  by  John  Malala 

fuun  it  I tv,  vwIk  Tviavreii  »aV  oirXvi  (tom.  ii.  ait,),  Cabades,  or  Kobad,  after 
ntnia.  Whether  any  mode  of  adoption  was  a reign  of  forty- three  years  and  two  months, 
prsftifed  in  Perfia,  I much  doubt.  ficicened  the  Sth,  and  died  the  13th,  of  Sep- 

**  From  Procopius  and  Agathias,  Pagi  tember,  A.  D.  531,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

(tom.  ii.  p.  543.  626.)  has  prored  that  Chof-  According  to  the  annals  of  Eutychiut,  Nu. 
toes  Nuihirvan  afeended  the  throne  in  the  fhirvan  reigned  forty-feven  years  and  fix, 
v'k  year  of  Jullinian  (A.  D.  531,  April  months ; and  his  death  mult  confequcntly  be 

A.  D.  53a,  April  1.).  But  the  true  chto-  placed  in  March,  A. D.  579. 
oology,  which  harmonizes  with  the  Greeks 
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fatisfied  the  author  of  their  wrongs ; and  the  repofe  of  Chofroes  was 
fecured  by  the  death  of  thefe  unhappy  princes,  with  their  families 
and  adherents.  One  guiltlefs  youth  was  faved  and  difmided  by  the 
compaflion  of  a veteran  general ; and  this  aft  of  humanity,  which 
was  revealed  by  his  fon,  overbalanced  the  merit  of  reducing  twelve 
nations  to  the  obedience  of  Perfia.  The  zeal  and  prudence  of  Me- 
bodes  had  fixed  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  Chofroes  himfelf ; but 
he  delayed  to  attend  the  royal  fummons,  till  he  had  performed  the 
duties  of  a military  review  : he  was  inftantly  commanded  to  repair 
to  the  iron  tripod,  which  flood  before  the  gate  of  the  palace  ”, 
where  it  was  death  to  relieve  or  approach  the'  viftim  ; and  Me  bodes 
languifhed  feveral  days  before  his  fentence  was  pronounced,  by  the 
inflexible  pride  and  calm  ingratitude  of  the  fon  of  Kobad.  But  the 
people,  more  efpecially  in  the  Eaft,  is  difpofed  to  forgive,  and  even 
to  applaud  the  cruelty  which  ftrikes  at  the  loftieft  heads  ; at  the 
flaves  of  ambition,  whofe  voluntary  choice  has  expofed  them  to  live  in 
the  fmiles,  and  to  perifli  by  the  frown  of  a capricious  monarch.  In 
the  execution  of  the  laws  which  he  had  no  temptation  to  violate  j 
in  the  punifhment  of  crimes  which  attacked  his  own  dignity,  as 
well  as  the  happinefs  of  individuals;  Nuihirvan,  or  Chofroes,  deferved 
the  appellation  of  jujl.  His  government  was  firm,  rigorous,  and 
impartial.  It  was  the  firft  labour  of  his  reign  to  abolifh  the  danger- 
ous theory  of  common  or  equal  pofleflions ; the  lands  and  women 
which  the  feftaries  of  Mazdak  had  ufurped,  were  reftored  to  their 
lawful  owners ; and  the  temperate  chaftifement  of  the  fanatics  or 
impoftors  confirmed  the  domeftic  rights  of  fociety.  Inftead  of 
liftening  with  blind  confidence  to  a favourite  minifter,  he  eftablifhed 
four  viziers  over  the  four  great  provinces  of  his  empire,  AITyria, 

*’  Procopius,  Perfic.  I.  i.  c.  13.  Briflbn  difgrace  or  death  (Chardin,  Voyage  rn  Pcrfc, 
de  Rcgn.  Perf.  p.  494.  The  gate  of  the  pa-  tom.  iv.  p.  31a,  313  ). 
lace  of  Ifpahan  is,  or  was,  the  fatal  feene  of 

Media, 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE, 


s37 


l 


Media,  Perfia,  and  Ba&riana.  In  the  choice  of  judges,  pnefe<£ls,  c HA  p. 

and  counfellors,  he  ftrove  to  remove  the  mafic  which  is  always  

worn  in  the  prefence  of  kings : he  wifhed  to  fubftitute  the  natural 
order  of  talents  for  the  accidental  diftindions  of  birth  and  fortune  ; 
he  profefled,  in  fpecious  language,  his  intention  to  prefer  thofe  men 
who  carried  the  poor  in  their  bofoms,  and  to  banifh  corruption  from 
the  feat  of  juftice,  as  dogs  were  excluded  from  the  temples  of  the  Magi, 

The  code  of  laws  of  the  firfl:  Artaxerxes  was  revived  and  publifiicd  as 
the  rule  of  the  magiftrates ; but  the  afiiirance  of  fpeedy  punifiunent 
was  the  beft  fccurity  of  their  virtue.  Their  behaviour  was  infpeded 
by  a tboufand  eyes,  their  words  were  overheard  by  a thoufand  ears,  the 
fecret  or  public  agents  of  the  throne;  and  the  provinces,  from  the  In- 
dian to  the  Arabian  confines,  were  enlightened  by  the  frequent  vifits  of 
a fovereign,  who  affe&ed  to  emulate  his  cadeftial  brother  in  his  rapid 
and  falutary  career.  Education  and  agriculture  he  viewed  as  the  two 
objeds  mod  deferving  of  his  care.  In  every  city  of  Perfia,  orphans, 
and  the  children  of  the  poor,  were  maintained  and  inftruded  at  the 
public  expence : the  daughters  were  given  in  marriage  to  the  richeft 
citizens  of  their  own  rank  ; and  the  fons,  according  to  their  differ- 
ent talents,  were  employed  in  mechanic  trades,  or  promoted  to  more 
honourable  fervice.  The  deferted  villages  were  relieved  by  his 
bounty ; to  the  peafants  and  farmers  who  were  found  incapable  of 
cultivating  their  lands,  he  diftributed  cattle,  feed,  and  the  inftru- 
ments  of  hufbandry  ; and  the  rare  and  ineftimable  treafure  of  frefli 
water  was  parfimonioufly  managed,  and  fkilfully  difperfed  over  the 
arid  territory  of  Perfia**.  The  profperity  of  that  kingdom  was  the 
effect  and  the  evidence  of  his  virtues  ; his  vices  are  thofe  of  Oriental 


44  In  Perfia,  the  prince  of  the  waters  is  an 
officer  of  ftate.  The  number  of  wells  and 
fubterraneous  channels  is  much  diminifhed, 
and  with  it  the  fertility  of  the  foil : 400  well* 


have  been  recently  loft  near  Tauris,  and 
42,000  were  once  reckoned  in  the  province 
of  Khorafaq  (Chardin,  tom.  iii.  p.  99,  ico* 
Tavernier,  tom.  i.  p.  416.). 

defpot- 
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defpotifm ; but  in  the  long  competition  between  Chofroes  and 
Juftinian,  the  advantage  both  of  merit  and  fortune  is  almoft  always 
on  the  fide  of  the  Barbarian*’. 

To  the  praife  of  juftice  Nufliirvan  united  the  reputation  of  know- 
ledge ; and  the  feven  Greek  philofophers  who  vifited  his  court,  were 
invited  and  deceived  by  the  flrange  aflurance,  that  a difciple  of 
Plato  was  feated  on  the  Perfian  throne.  Did  they  expert  that  a 
prince,  flrenuoufly  exercifed  in  the  toils  of  war  and  government, 
iliould  agitate,  with  dexterity  like  their  own,  the  abftrufe  and  pro- 
found queftions  which  amufed  the  leifurc  of  the  fchools  of  Athens  ? 
Could  they  hope  that  the  precepts  of  philofophy  fhould  direct  the 
life,  and  controul  the  paflions  of  a defpot,  whofe  infancy  had  been 
taught  to  confider  bit  abfolute  and  flu&uating  will  as  the  only  rule 
of  moral  obligation**?  The  Itudies  of  Chofroes  were  oftentatiou* 
and  fuperficial : but  his  example  awakened  the  curiofity  of  an  inge- 
nious people,  and  the  light  of  fcience  was  diffufed  over  the  domi- 
nions of  Perfia*'.  At  Gondi  Sapor,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
royal  city  of  Sufa,  an  academy  of  phyfic  was  founded,  which  in-  , 
fenfibly  became  a liberal  fchool  of  poetry,  philofophy,  and  rhetoric*'. 

The  annals  of  the  monarchy**  were  compofed;  and  while  recent  and 

authentic 


**  The  charafler  and  government  of  Nu- 
fhirvan  is  reprefented  fometimes  in  the  words 
of  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  680,  Sec . 
from  Khondcmir),  Eutycbius  (Anna!,  tom  ii. 

р.  179,  1-80 — very  rich),  Abulpharagius  (Dy- 
oaft.  vii.  p.  94,  95— very  poor),  Tarikh  Schi- 
kard  (p.  144— 150.)*  Texeira  (in  Stevens,  I.i. 

с.  35.),  Aflcman  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iii. 
p.  404—410.),  and  the  Abbe  Fourmont 
(Hift.  de  PAcad.  des  Jnfcriptiom,  tom.  vii. 
p.  325  — 334-) • *ho  has  tranfiaicd  a fpurious 
or  genuine  teftament  of  NuOiirvan. 

♦*  A thoufand  years  before  his  birth,  the 
judges  of  Perfia  had  given  a folemn  opinion 


TW  paerikuntTl  n^T«v»  w-.vrw  To  St 

v\r.r*t  (Heredot.  1.  iii.  c.  31.  p.  210.  edit. 
Wcfleling).  Nor  had  this  conlUtutional 
maxim  been  negtefted  as  an  ufelefs  and  bar- 
ren theory. 

47  On  the  literary  date  of  Perfia,  the  Greek 
verfions,  philofophers,  fophifts,  the  learning 
or  ignorance  of  Chofroes,  Agathias  (1.  ii. 
c.  66—71.)  difplays  much  information  and 
Arong  prejudices. 

49  A firman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv. 
p.  nccxlv.  vi.  vii. 

49  The  Shah  Namch,  or  book  of  Kings, 
is  perhaps  the  original  record  of  hillory  which 

was 
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authentic  hiftory  might  afford  fome  ufefiil  leffons  both  to  the  CHAP, 
prince  and  people,  the  darknefs  of  the  firft  ages  was  embelliflied  by  >■  ' _■ 

the  giants,  the  dragons,  and  the  fabulous  heroes  of  Oriental  ro- 
mance Every  learned  or  confident  ftranger  was  enriched  by  the 
bounty,  and  flattered  by  the  converfation  cf  the  monarch : he  nobly 
rewarded  a Greek  phyfician“,  by  the  deliverance  of  three  thoufand 
captives ; and  the  fophifts  who  contended  for  his  favour,  were  ex- 
afperated  by  the  wealth  and  infolence  of  Uranius,  their  more  fuc- 
cefsful  rival.  Nufhirvan  believed,  or  at  leaft  refpe&ed,  the  religion 
of  the  Magi;  and  fome  traces  of  perfecution  may  be  difeovered 
in  his  reign  Yet  he  allowed  himfelf  freely  to  compare  the  tenet* 
of  the  various  feds ; and  the  theological  difputes  in  which  he  fre- 
quently preftded,  diminiflied  the  authority  of  the  prieft,  and  en- 
lightened the  minds  of  the  people.  At  his  command,  the  moll  ce- 
lebrated writers  of  Greece  and  India  were  tranflated  into  the  Per- 
fian  language ; a fmootli  and  elegant  idiom,  recommended  by  Ma- 
homet to  the  ufe  of  paradife : though  it  is  branded  with  the  epithets 
of  favage  and  unmufical,  by  the  ignorance  and  prefumption  of  Aga- 
thias”.  Yet  the  Greek  hiftorian  might  reafonably  wonder,  that  it 

fliould 


was  tranflated  into  Greek  by  the  interpreter 
Sergiu*  (Agathias,  I.  v.  p.  141.)*  preferred 
after  the  Mahometan  conqocd,  and  verfified 
in  the  year  994,  by  the  national  poet  Fer- 
doufli.  See  d’Anquetil  (Mem.  de  l’Acade- 
mie,  tom.  xxxi.  p.  379.)*  an^  Sir  William 
Jones  (Hid.  of  Nader  Shah,  p.  1 6 1 . }. 

50  In  the  fifth  century,  the  name  of  Reftom, 
or  Roftam,  an  hero  who  equalled  thedrength 
of  twelve  elephants,  was  familiar  to  the  Ar- 
menians (Mofes  Chorenenfis,  Hid.  Armen. 
1.  ii.  c.  7.  p.  96.  edit.  Whirton).  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feventb,  the  Perfian  romance 
of  Rodam  and  Isfendiar  was  applauded  at 
Mecca  (Sale’s  Koran,  c.  xxx\.  p.  335.)-  Yet 
this  ezpofidon  of  ludicrum  nova;  hiitcria:,  ii 


not  given  by  Maracci  (Refutat.  Alcoran. 
P-  541— >4*  ): 

**  Procop.  (Goth.  I.  iv.  c.  10.).  Kobad 
had  a favourite  Greek  phyfician,  Stephen  06 
Edefla  (Perfic.  I.  ii.  c.  26.).  The  praftice 
was  ancient ; and  Herodotus  relates  the  ad- 
ventures of  Dcmocedes  of  Crotona  (1.  iii, 
c.  115—137.). 

**  See  Pagi  (tom.  ii.  p.  626.).  In  one  of 
tho  treaties,  an  honourable  article  was  inferr- 
ed for  the  toleration  and  burial  of  the  Catho- 
lics (Menander,  in  Excerpt.  Lcgat.  p.  142.). 
Nufhizad,  a fon  of  Nufhirvan,  was  a Chriitian, 
a rebel,  and— a martyr  ? (D’Hcrbelot,  p.  681 .) 

,J  On  the  Pcrfian  language,  and  its  three 
dialetti,  confulc  d’Anquetil  (p.  339—343  ) 

and 
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flioulJ  be  found  poflible  to  execute  an  entire  verfion  of  Plato  and 
Ariftotle  in  a foreign  dialed!,  which  had  not  been  framed  to  exprefs 
the  fpirit  of  freedom  and  the  fubtleties  of  philofophic  difquilition. 
And,  if  the  reafon  of  the  Stagyrite  might  be  equally  dark,  or  equally 
intelligible  in  every  tongue,  the  dramatic  art  and  verbal  argumentation 
of  the  dil'ciple  of  Socrates’*,  appear  to  be  indiflolubly  mingled  with 
the  grace  and  perfection  of  his  Attic  ftyle.  In  the  fearch  of  univerfa! 
knowledge,  Nulhirvan  was  informed,  that  the  moral  and  political 
fables  of  Pilpay,  an  ancient  Brachman,  were  preferved  with  jealous 
reverence  among  the  treafures  of  the  kings  of  India.  The  phyfician 
Perozes  was  fccretly  difpatched  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  with 
inftruCtions  to  procure,  at  any  price,  the  communication  of  this 
valuable  work.  Hi3  dexterity  obtained  a tranfeript,  his  learned  di- 
ligence accomplifhed  the  tranflation  ; and  the  fables  of  Pilpay”  were 
read  and  admired  in  the  aflembly  of  Nufhirvan  and  his  nobles. 
The  Indian  original,  and  the  Perfian  copy,  have  long  fince  difap- 
peared  : but  this  venerable  monument  has  been  faved  by  the  cu- 
riofity  of  the  Arabian  caliphs,  revived  in  the  modern  Perfic,  the 
Turkifh,  the  Syriac,  the  Hebrew',  and  the  Greek  idioms,  and  tranf- 
fufed  through  fucceflivc  verfions  into  the  modem  languages  of 
Europe.  In  their  prefent  form,  the  peculiar  character,  the  manners 
and  religion  of  the  Hindoos,  are  completely  obliterated  ; and  the 
intrinfic  merit  of  the  fables  of  Pilpay  is  far  inferior  to  the  concife 


and  Jones  (p.  153 — 185.):  t>m  yWI, 

«»»  «u*tr is  the  character  * hich  Agathias 
(1.  ii.  p.  66.)  aferibe*  tn  an  idiom  renowned 
in  the  Raft  for  poetical  faftnefj. 

54  Agathias  fpcaf.es  the  Gorgias,  Phaedon, 
Parmenides,  and  Timjeus.  Renaudot  ( Fabri- 
cioi,  Bibliot.Grxc.  tom.xii.  p.246  — 261.)  docs 
not  mention  this  Barbaric  verfion  of  Ariftotle. 

51  Of  thefc  fables,  1 have  feen  three  copies 
in  three  different  languages;  1.  In  Greek, 
xranflated  by  Simeon  Seth  (A.  D.  jico.) 
IO 


from  the  Arabic,  and  publifhed  by  Starck  at 
Berlin  in  1697,  in  12**.  2.  Tn  Latin,  a ver- 

fion  from  the  Greek,  Sapientia  Indorum,  in* 
ferted  by  Pcre  Peuflin  at  ihe  end  of  his  edition  of 
Pachvmer  (p.  547— 6zo,  edit.  Roman).  3.  In 
French , from  the  Turkilb, dedicated,  in  1540, 
to  Sultan  Soliman.  Contes  ec  Fables  Indien* 
nes  de  Bidpai  et  de  Lokman,  par  M.  M.  Gal- 
land  et  Cardonne.  Paris,  1778.  3 vols.  in  i2av. 
Mr.  War  ton  (Hiftory  of  Engliffi  Poetry,  vol.  i. 
p.  129—131.)  takes  a larger  fcope. 
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elegance  of  Phscdrus  and  the  native  graces  of  La  Fontaine.  Fifteen 
moral  and  political  fentences  are  illuftrated  in  a feries  of  apologues : 
but  the  compofition  is  intricate,  the  narrative  prolix,  and  the  pre- 
cept obvious  and  barren.  Yet  the  Brachman  may  afliime  the  merit 
of  inventing  a pleafing  fiction,  which  adorns  the  nakednefs  of  truth, 
and  alleviates,  perhaps,  to  a royal  ear,  the  hadhnefs  of  inftrudlion. 
With  a fimilar  defign,  to  admonilh  kings  that  they  are  ftrong  only 
in  the  ftrength  of  their  fubje&s,  the  fame  Indians  invented  the  game 
of  chefs,  which  was  likewife  introduced  into  Perfia  under  the  reign 
of  Nufhirvan’*. 

The  fon  of  Kobad  found  his  kingdom  involved  in  a war  with 
the  fucceflor  of  Conftantine  ; and  the  anxiety  of  his  domeftic  fitua- 
tion  inclined  him  to  grant  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  which  Juftinian 
was  impatient  to  purchafe.  Chofroes  faw  the  Roman  ambafladors 
at  his  feet.  He  accepted  eleven  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  as  the 
price  of  an  endlefs  or  indefinite  peace”;  fome  mutual  exchanges 
were  regulated  ; the  Pcrfian  affumed  the  guard  of  the  gates  of  Cau- 
cafus,  and  the  demolition  of  Dara  was  fufpended,  on  condition  that 
it  Ihould  never  be  made  the  rcfidcnce  of  the  general  of  the  Eaft. 
This  interval  of  repofe  had  been  folicited,  and  was  diligently  im- 
proved by  the  ambition  of  the  emperor : his  African  conquefts  were 
the  firft  fruits  of  the  Perfian  treaty  ; and  the  avarice  of  Chofroes  wTa» 
foothed  by  a large  portion  of  the  fpoils  of  Carthage,  which  his  am- 
Dafladors  required  in  a tone  of  pleafantry,  and  under  the  colour  of 
friendfliip”.  But  the  trophies  of  Belifarius  difturbed  the  flumbers 
of  the  great  king ; and  he  heard  with  aftonifhment,  envy,  and  fear, 
that  Sicily,  Italy,  and  Rome  itfclf,  had  been  reduced  in  three  rapid 

56  Sec  the  Hiftoria  Shahiladii  of  Dr.  Hyde  (A.D.  533,  between  January  jp  and  April  1. 

(Syntagm.  Diflcrtat.  tom.  ii.  p.  61— -69. ).  Pagi,  tom.  ii.  p.  550  ).  Marcellinus,  in  hi« 

57  '1  he  endlefs  peace  (Procopius,  Perfic.  Chronicle,  ufes  the  ftyle  of  Mcdcs  and  Per- 
1.  i.  c.  zi.)  was  concluded  or  ratified  in  the  fans. 

vi,h  year,  and  iii4  confullhip,  of  Juftinian  *•  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  26. 

Vol.  IV.  I i campaigns, 
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P.  campaigns,  to  the  obedience  of  Juftinian.  Unpra&iled  in  the  art  of 
_i  violating  treaties,  he  fecretly  excited  his  bold  and  fubtle  vaflal  Almon- 
dar.  That  prince  of  the  Saracens,  who  refided  at  Hira”,  had  not  been 
included  in  the  general  peace,  and  Hill  waged  an  obfeure  war  againft 
his  rival  Arcthas,  the  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Gaflan,  and  confederate 
of  the  empire.  The  fubje£t  of  their  difpute  was  an  extenlive  fheep- 
walk  in  the  defert  to  the  fouth  of  Palmyra.  An  immemorial  tribute 
for  the  licence  of  pallurc,  appeared  to  atteft  the  rights  of  Almondar, 
while  the  Gaflanite  appealed  to  the  Latin  name  of  ftrata,  a paved 
road,  as  an  unqueftionablc  evidence  of  the  fovereignty  and  labours 
of  the  Romans  The  two  monarchs  fupported  the  caufe  of  their 
refpedtive  vaflals  j and  the  Perfian  Arab,  without  expediting  the  event 
of  a flow  and  doubtful  arbitration,  enriched  his  flying  camp  with 
the  Ipoil  and  captives  of  Syria.  Inftcad  of  repelling  the  arms, 
Juftinian  attempted  to  feduce  the  fidelity,  of  Almondar,  while  he 
called  from  the  extremities  of  the  earth,  the  nations  of  ^Ethiopia 
and  Scythiji  to  invade  the  dominions  of  his  rival.  But  the  aid  of 
fuch  allies  was  diftant  and  precarious,  and  the  difeovery  of  this 
hoflile  corrcfpondence  juftified  the  complaints  of  the  Goths  and 
Armenians,  who  implored,  ahnoft  at  the  fame  time,  the  protc&ion 
of  Chofrocs.  The  defeendants  of  Arfaces,  who  were  ftill  numerous 
in  Armenia,  had  been  provoked  to  aflert  the  laft  relics  of  national 
freedom  and  hereditary  rank ; and  the  ambafladors  of  Vitiges  had 
fecretly  traverfed  the  empire  to  expofe  the  inftant,  and  almoft  inevi- 
table danger  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  Their  reprefentations  were 
uniform,  weighty,  and  effe&uaL  “ We  ftand  before  your  throne, 


**  Almondar,  king  of  Him,  wa*  de- 
pofed  by  Kobad,  and  reftored  by  Nufliir- 
van.  His  mother,  from  her  beauty,  was 
furnamed  CaUjUal  ff'attr,  an  appellation 
which  became  hereditary,  and  was  ex- 
tended for  a more  noble  caufe  (liberality 
in  famine)  to  the  Arab  princes  of  Syria 


(Pocock,  Specimen  Hift.  Arab.  p.  69,  70.); 

Procopius,  Pcrfic.  1.  ii.  c.  1.  Wc  are 
ignorant  of  the  origin  and  objed  of  this  JIratat 
a paved  road  of  ten  days  journey  from  A u ra- 
mus to  Babylonia.  (See  a Latin  note  in  De- 
lifte’s  Map  Imp.  Orient.)  Weflcling  and 
d'Anville  arc  Aleut* 
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•*  the  advocates  of  your  intereft  as  well  as  of  our  own.  The  ambi-  c a r. 
“ tious  and  faithlefs  Juftinian  afpires  to  be  the  foie  mailer  of  the  v_ — , — ^ 
“ world.  Since  the  endlefs  peace,  which  betrayed  the  common 
“ freedom  of  mankind,  that  prince,  your  ally  in  words,  your  enemy 
**  in  aftions,  has  alike  infulted  his  friends  and  foes,  and  has  filled 
“ the  earth  with  blood  and  confufion.  Has  he  not  violated  the 
“ privileges  of  Armenia,  the  independence  of  Colchos,  and  the  wild 
“ liberty  of  the  Tzanian  mountains?  Has  he  not  ufurped,  with  equal 
“ avidity,  the  city  of  Bofphorus  on  the  frozen  Maeotis,  and  the  vale 
* of  palm-trees  on  the  fliores  of  the  Red  fea?  The  Moors,  the 
u Vandals,  the  Goths,  have  been  fucceifively  opprefled,  and  each 
“ nation  has  calmly  remained  the  fpettator  of  their  neighbour’s 
“ ruin.  Embrace,  O king ! the  favourable  moment ; the  Eaft  is 
“ left  without  defence,  while  the  armies  of  Juftinian  and  his  re- 
**  nowned  general  are  detained  in  the  diftant  regions  of  the  Weft. 

“ If  you  hefitate  and  delay,  Belifarius  and  his  vi&orious  troops 
“ will  foon  return  from  the  Tyber  to  the  Tigris,  and  Pcrfia  may 
**  enjoy  the  wretched  confolation  of  being  the  laft  devoured  By 
fuch  arguments,  Chofroes  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  imitate  the  ex- 
ample which  he  condemned  : but  the  Perfian,  ambitious  of  military 
fame,  difdained  the  ina&ivc  warfare  of  a rival,  who  iflued  his 
ianguinary  commands  from  the  fecure  ftation  of  the  Byzantine 
palace. 

Whatever  might  be  the  provocations  of  Chofroes,  he  abufed  the  He  invade* 
confidence  of  treaties  j and  the  juft  reproaches  of  diflimulation  and  X.  D.  540. 
falfehood  could  only  be  concealed  by  the  luftre  of  his  victories 

The 

41  I hive  blended,  in  a Ihort  fpeech,  the  JofHnian  wai  the  true  author  of  the  war  (Per- 
two  orations  of  the  Arfacides  ef  Armenia  and  fic.  1.  ii.  c.  a,  3.)* 

the  Gothic  ambafladors.  Procopius,  in  his  6t  The  invafion  of  Syria,  the  ruin  of  An- 
public  hiltory,  feels,  and  makes  us  feel,  that  tioch.  See.  are  related  in  a full  and  regular 
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e H A P.  Tlie  Perfian  army,  which  had  been  aflembled  in  the  plains  of  Baby- 
» — , Ion,  prudently  declined  the  ftrong  cities  of  Mefopotamia,  and  fol- 
lowed the  weftern  bank  of  the  Euphrates,  till  the  fmall  though 
populous  town  of  Dura  prefumed  to  arrcft  the  progrefs  of  the 
great  king.  The  gates  of  Dura,  by  treachery  and  furprifc,  were 
burft  open ; and  as  foon  as  Chofroes  had  ftained  his  fcymitcr  with 
the  blood  of  the  inhabitants,  he  difmiffed  the  ambaflador  of  Jufti- 
nian  to  inform  his  mafter  in  what  place  he  had  left  the  enemy  of 
the  Romans.  The  conqueror  ftill  affected  the  praife  of  humanity 
and  juftice ; and  as  he  beheld  a noble  matron  with  her  infant  rudely 
dragged  along  the  ground,  he  fighed,  he  wept,  and  implored  the 
divine  juftice  to  puniftt  the  author  of  thefe  calamities.  Yet  the 
herd  of  twelve  thoufand  captives  was  ranfomed  for  two  hundred 
pounds  of  gold ; the  neighbouring  bilhop  of  Scrgiopolis  pledged 
his  faith  for  the  payment ; and  in  the  fubfequent  year  the  unfeeling 
avarice  of  Chofroes  exadted  the  penalty  of  an  obligation  which  it 
was  generous  to  contract  and  impoffiblc  to  difeharge.  He  advanced 
into  the  heart  of  Syria ; but  a feeble  enemy,  who  vaniihed  at  his 
approach,  difappointed  him  of  the  honour  of  victory ; and  as  he 
could  not  hope  to  eftablilh  his  dominion,  the  Perfian  king  difplayed 
in  this  inroad  the  mean  and  rapacious  vices  of  a robber.  Hierapo- 
lis,  Bcrrhxa  or  Aleppo,  Apamea  and  Chalcis,  were  fucceflively 
befieged : they  redeemed  their  fafety  by  a ranfom  of  gold  or  filver, 
proportioned  to  their  refpedtive  ftrength  and  opulence;  and  their 
new  mafter  enforced,  without  obferving,  the  terms  of  capitulation. 
Educated  in  the  religion  of  the  Magi,  he  exercifed,  without  re- 
morfe,  the  lucrative  trade  of  facrilege;  and,  after  ftripping  of  its 

feries  by  Procoptus  (Perfic.  l.ii.  c.  5— 14.).  them  for  making  JuHinian  and  Nufhirvan  con- 
Small  collateral  aid  can  be  drawn  from  the  temporaries.  On  the  geography  of  the  feat 
Orientals:  yet  not  they,  bat  D’Herbclot  him-  of  war,  D’Anville  (l'Euphrate  et  le  Tigrc)  is 
fclf  (p.  6S0.),  Arnold  bluHi,  when  he  blames  fufScicnt  and  famfa&ory. 

gold 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

gold  and  gems,  a piece  of  the  true  crofs,  he  generoufly  reftored  the 
naked  relic  to  the  devotion  of  the  Chriftians  of  Apamea.  No  more 
than  fourteen  years  had  elapfed  fince  Antioch  was  ruined  by  an 
earthquake ; but  the  queen  of  the  Eaft,  the  new  Theopolis,  had 
been  raifed  from  the  ground  by  the  liberality  of  Juftinian  ; and  the 
increafing  greatnefs  of  the  buildings  and  the  people  already  erafcd 
the  memory  of  this  recent  difafter.  On  one  fide,  the  city  was  de- 
fended by  the  mountain,  on  the  other  by  the  river  Orontcs ; but  the 
mofl  accefliblc  part  was  commanded  by  a fuperior  eminence:  the 
proper  remedies  were  rejected,  from  the  defpicable  fear  of  difeover- 
ing  its  weaknefs  to  the  enemy ; and  Germanus,  the  emperor’s  ne- 
phew, refufed  to  truft  his  perfon  and  dignity  within  the  walls  of  a 
befieged  city.  The  people  of  Antioch  had  inherited  the  vain  and 
fatirical  genius  of  their  anccftors : they  were  elated  by  a fudden  re- 
inforcement of  fix  thoufand  foldiers ; they  difdained  the  offers  of  an 
eafy  capitulation  ; and  their  intemperate  clamours  intuited  from  the 
ramparts  the  majefty  of  the  gTeat  king.  Under  his  eye  the  Perfian 
myriads  mounted  with  fcaling-ladders  to  the  affault ; the  Roman 
mercenaries  fled  through  the  oppofite  gate  of  Daphne ; and  the  ge- 
nerous Tefiftance  of  the  youth  of  Antioch  ferved  only  to  aggravate 
the  miferies  of  their  country.  As  Chofrocs,  attended  by  the  am- 
bafladors  of  Juftinian,  was  defeending  from  the  mountain,  he  affc£t- 
ed,  in  a plaintive  voice,  to  deplore  the  obftinacy  and  ruin  of  that 
unhappy  people  ; but  the  daughter  dill  raged  with  unrelenting  fury ; 
and  the  city,  at  the  command  of  a Barbarian,  was  delivered  to  the 
flames.  The  cathedral  of  Antioch  was  indeed  preferved  by  the  ava- 
rice, not  the  piety,  of  the  conqueror : a more  honourable  exemption 
was  granted  to  the  church  of  St.  Julian,  and  the  quarter  of  the 
town  where  the  ambaffadors  refided ; fome  diftant  ftrects  were  faved 
by  the  fluffing  of  the  wind,  and  the  walls  ftill  fubfifted  to  protect, 
and  foon  to  betray,  their  new  inhabitants.  Fanaticifm  had  defaced 
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C h a p.  the  ornaments  of  Daphne,  but  Chofroes  breathed  a purer  air  amid  ft 

■ _ . her  groves  and  fountains ; and  fome  idolaters  in  his  train  might 

facrifice  with  impunity  to  the  nymphs  of  that  elegant  retreat. 
Eighteen  miles  below  Antioch,  the  river  Orontes  falls  into  the  Me- 
diterranean. The  haughty  Ferfian  viftted  the  term  of  his  conquefts ; 
and  after  bathing  alone  in  the  fea,  he  offered  a folemn  facrifice  of 
thankfgiving  to  the  fun,  or  rather  to  the  creator  of  the  fun,  whom 
the  Magi  adored.  If  this  ad  of  fuperflition  offended  the  prejudices 
of  the  Syrians,  they  were  pleafed  by  the  courteous  and  even  eager 
attention  with  which  he  afiifted  at  the  games  of  the  circus ; and  as 
Chofroes  had  heard  that  the  blue  fadion  was  efpoufed  by  the  empe- 
ror, his  peremptory  command  fecured  the  vidory  of  the  green  cha- 
rioteer. From  the  difciplinc  of  his  camp  the  people  derived  more 
folid  confolation ; and  they  interceded  in  vain  for  the  life  of  a fol- 
dier  who  had  too  faithfully  copied  the  rapine  of  the  juft  Nufliir- 
van.  At  length,  fatigued,  though  unfatiated,  with  the  fpoil  of 
Syria,  he  flowly  moved  to  the  Euphrates,  formed  a temporary  bridge 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Barbaliffus,  and  defined  the  fpace  of  three 
days  for  the  entire  paffage  of  his  numerous  hoft.  After  his  return, 
he  founded,  at  the  diftance  of  one  day’s  journey  from  the  palace  of 
Ctefiphon,  a new  city,  which  perpetuated  the  joint  names  of  Chof- 
roes and  of  Antioch.  The  Syrian  captives  recognifed  the  form  and 
fituation  of  their  native  abodes : baths  and  a ftately  circus  were  cou- 
ftnidted  for  their  ufe;  and  a colony  of  muficians  and  charioteers 
revived  in  Affyria  the  pleafures  of  a Greek  capital.  By  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  royal  founder,  a liberal  allowance  was  afligned  to  thefe 
fortunate  exiles,;  and  they  enjoyed  the  fingular  privilege  of  bellow- 
ing freedom  on  the  Haves  whom  they  acknowledged  as  their  kinf- 
men.  Paleftine,  and  the  holy  wealth  of  Jcrufalem,  were  the  next 
objects  that  attracted  the  ambition,  or  rather  the  avarice,  of  Chof- 
roes. Conftantiuople,  and  the  palace  of  the  Caefars,  no  longer  ap- 
peared 
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pcared  impregnable  or  remote ; and  his  afpiring  fancy  already 
covered  Afia  Minor  with  the  troops,  and  the  Black  Sea  with  the 
navies,  of  Pcrfia. 

Thefe  hopes  might  have  been  realized,-  if  the  conqueror  of  Italy 
had  not  been  feafonably  recalled  to  the  defence  of  the  EaflM.  While 
Chofroes  purfued  his  ambitious  defigns  on  the  coafl  of  the  Euxine, 
Belifarius,  at  the  head  of  an  army  without  pay  or  difcipline,  en- 
camped beyond  the  Euphrates,  within  fix  miles  of  Nifibis.  He  me- 
ditated by  a fkilful  operation,  to  draw  the  Perfians  from  their  im- 
pregnable citadel,  and  improving  his  advantage  in  the  field,  cither  to 
intercept  their  retreat,  or  perhaps  to  enter  the  gates  with  the  flying 
Barbarians.  He  advanced  one  day’s  journey  on  the  territories  of 
Perfia,  reduced  the  fortrefs  of  Sifaurane,  and  fent  the  governor,  with 
eight  hundred  chofen  horfemen,  to  ferve  the  emperor  in  his  Italian 
wars.  He  detached  Arethas  and  his  Arabs,  fupported  by  twelve 
hundred  Romans,  to  pafs  the  Tigris,  and  to  ravage  the  harvefts  of 
Aflyria,  a fruitful  province,  long  exempt  from  the  calamities  of 
war.  But  the  plans  of  Belifarius  were  difconcerted  by  the  untra£t> 
able  fpirit  of  Arethas,  who  neither  returned  to  the  camp,  nor  fent 
any  intelligence  of  his  motions.  The  Roman  general  was  fixed  in 
anxious  expectation  to  the  fame  fpot ; the  time  of  action  clapfed-, 
the  ardent  fun  of  Mefopotamia  inflamed  with  fevers  the  blood 
of  his  European  foldiers ; and  the  ftationary  troops  and  officers  of 
Syria  affeded  to  tremble  for  the  fafety  of  their  defencclefs  cities. 
Yet  this  diverfion  had  already  fuccccdcd  in  forcing  Chofroes  to 
return  with  lofs  and  precipitation  ; and  if  the  fkill  of  Belifarius  had 
been  feconded  by  difcipline  and  valour,  his  fuccefs  might  have  fa- 
tisfied  the  fanguine  wifhes  of  the  public,  who  required  at  his  hands 

fli  In  tho  public  hiilory  of  Procopius  (Per-  we  may  rcafonably  (but  our  eari  agiin.4  the 
fic.  I.  ii.  c.  16.  |8,  19,  jo,  ji.  24,  25,  26,  malevolent  whifper  of  the  Anecdoirs  (c.  1,3. 
27,  2S.) ; and,  with  fome  Bight  exception!,  with  the  Notes,  as  ufuaJ,  of  Alcmannvsfi 
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the  conqueft  of  Ctefiplion  and  the  deliverance  of  the  captives  of 
Antioch.  At  the  end  of  the  campaign,  lie  was  recalled  to  Conftan- 
tinople  by  an  ungrateful  court,  but  the  dangers  of  the  enfuing  fpring 
reftored  his  confidence  and  command  ; and  the  hero,  almoft  alone, 
was  difpatched  with  the  fpeed  of  poft-horl'es,  to  repel  by  his  name 
and  prefence  the  imafion  of  Syria.  He  found  the  Roman  generals, 
among  whom  was  a nephew  of  Juftinian,  imprifoned  by  their  fears 
in  the  fortifications  of  Ilierapolis.  But  inftead  of  liflening  to  their 
timid  counfels,  Bclifarius  commanded  them  to  follow  him  to  Europus, 
where  he  had  rcfolved  to  colle<fb  his  forces,  and  to  execute  whatever 
God  rtiould  infpire  him  to  atchieve  again  ft  the  enemy.  His  firm 
attitude  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  retrained  Chofroes  from 
advancing  towards  Palefline  ; and  he  received  with  art  and  dignity, 
the  ambalfadors,  or  rather  fpies  of  the  Pcrfian  monarch.  The  plain 
between  Hicrapolis  and  the  river  was  covered  with  the  fquadrons 
of  cavalry,  fix  thoufand  hunters  tall  and  robufl,  who  purfued  their 
game  without  the  apprehcnfion  of  an  enemy.  On  the  oppofite 
bank  the  ambalfadors  deferied  a thoufand  Armenian  horfe,  who  ap- 
peared to  guard  the  palfagc  of  the  Euphrates.  The  tent  of  Bclifa- 
rius was  of  the  coarfeft  linen,  the  fimplc  equipage  of  a warrior 
who  difdained  the  luxury  of  the  Eaft.  Around  his  tent,  the  nations 
who  marched  under  his  ftandard,  were  arranged  with  fkilful  con- 
fufion.  The  Thracians  and  Illyrians  were  polled  in  the  front,  the 
Hcruli  and  Goths  in  the  centre ; the  profpe£t  was  elofed  by  the 
Moors  and  Vandals,  and  their  loofe  array  feemed  to  multiply  their 
numbers.  Their  drefs  was  light  and  active  ; one  foldier  carried  a 
whip,  another  a fword,  a third  a bow,  a fourth  perhaps  a battle- 
axe,  and  the  whole  pi&ure  exhibited  the  intrepidity  of  the  troops 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  general.  Chofroes  was  deluded  by  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  awed  by  the  genius,  of  the  lieutenant  of  Juftinian.  Coli- 
feious  of  the  merit,  and  ignorant  of  the  force  of  his  antagonift,  he 
j o dreaded 
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dreaded  a dccifivc  battle  in  a diftant  country,  from  whence  not  a 
Perfian  might  return  to  relate  the  melancholy  tale.  The  great  king 
haftcned  to  repafs  the  Euphrates ; and  Belifarius  preffed  his  retreat, 
by  affecting  to  oppofe  a mealure  fo  falutary  to  the  empire,  and 
which  could  fcarcely  have  been  prevented  by  an  army  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  men.  Envy  might  fuggeft  to  ignorance  and  pride,  that 
the  public  enemy  had  been  fuffered  to  efcapc : but  the  African  and 
Gothic  triumphs  are  lefs  glorious  than  this  fafe  and  bloodlefs  vic- 
tory, in  which  neither  fortune,  nor  the  valour  of  the  foldiers,  can 
fubftradt  any  part  of  the  general’s  renown.  The  fecond  removal 
of  Belifarius  from  the  Perfian  to  the  Italian  war,  revealed  the  extent 
of  his  perfonal  merit,  which  had  corrected  or  fupplied  the  want  of 
difcipline  and  courage.  Fifteen  generals,  without  concert  or  (kill, 
led  through  the  mountains  of  Armenia  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
Romans,  inattentive  to  their  fignals,  their  ranks,  and  their  enfigns. 
Four  thoufand  Perfians,  entrenched  in  the  camp  of  Dubis,  van- 
quilhed,  almoft  without  a combat,  this  diforderly  multitude ; their 
ufelcfs  arms  were  fcattered  along  the  road,  and  their  horfes  funk 
under  the  fatigue  of  their  rapid  flight.  But  the  Arabs  of  the  Roman 
party  prevailed  over  their  brethren ; the  Armenians  returned  to 
their  allegiance ; the  cities  of  Dara  and  Edeffa  refilled  a fudden 
affault  and  a regular  liege,  and  the  calamities  of  war  were  fufpended 
by  thofe  of  peftilence.  A tacit  or  formal  agreement  between  the 
two  fovereigns,  prote&ed  the  tranquillity  of  the  eaftern  frontier ; and 
the  arms  of  Chofroes  were  confined  to  the  Colchian  or  Lazic  war, 
which  has  been  too  minutely  deferibed  by  the  hillorians  of  the 
times 

14  The  Laiic  war,  the  contell  of  Rome  and  17.  18,  19,  30.  Gothic.  !.  iv.  c.  7 — 16.) 
Perfiaon  the  Phafii,  ij  trdioufly  fpun  through  and  Agathiai  (I.  ii.  iii.  and  iv.  p.  $5—131. 
many  a page  of  Proccpiua  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  15.  141.). 

Vol.  IV.  K k The 


o 


CHAP. 

XLU. 


A.  D.  543, 
fa. 


. N 


Digitized  by  Google 


25° 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 

XLU. 

< 

Description 
of  Colchos, 
Lazica,  or 
Mingrelia. 


The  extreme  length  of  the  Euxine  fea'!,  from  Conftantinople  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Phafis,  may  be  computed  as  a voyage  of  nine  days, 
and  a meafure  of  fevcn  hundred  miles.  From  the  Iberian  Caucafus, 


the  moft  lofty  and  craggy  mountains  of  Afia,  that  river  dcfccnds 
with  fuch  oblique  vehemence,  that  in  a Qiort  fpace  it  is  travcrfed 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  bridges.  Nor  docs  the  ftream  become 
placid  and  navigable,  till  it  reaches  the  town  of  Sarapana,  five  days 
journey  from  the  Cyrus,  which  flows  from  the  fame  hills,  but  in 
a contrary  direction,  to  the  Calpiau  lake.  The  proximity  of  thefe 
rivers  has  fuggefted  the  practice,  or  at  leaft  the  idea,  of  wafting  the 
precious  mcrehandifc  of  India  down  the  Oxus,  over  the  Cafpian,  up 
the  Cyrus,  and  with  the  current  of  the  Phafis  into  the  Euxine  and 
Mediterranean  feas.  As  it  fuccdfivcly  collcds  the  ftreams  of  the  plain 
of  Colchos,  the  Phafis  moves  with  diminifhed  fpeed,  though  ac- 
cumulated weight.  At  the  mouth  it  is  fixty  fathom  deep,  and  half 
a league  broad,  but  a fmall  woody  ifland  is  interpofed  in  the  midft 
of  the  channel : the  water,  fo  foon  as  it  has  depofited  an  earthy  or 
metallic  fediment,  floats  on  the  furface  of  the  waves,  and  is  no 
longer  fufceptible  of  corruption.  In  a courfe  of  one  hundred  miles, 
forty  of  which  are  navigable  for  large  veflels,  the  Phafis  divides  the 
celebrated  region  of  Colchos or  Mingrelia6’,  which,  on  three 

fides, 


e*  The  P triplus , or  circumnavigation  of  the 
Euxine  fca(  wai  deferibed  in  Latin  by  Salluft, 
and  in  Greek  by  Arrian:  1.  The  former 
work,  which  no  longer  exifls,  has  been  re - 
Cored  by  the  Jingular  diligence  of  M.  de 
Brofles,  firft  prefident  of  the  parliament  of 
Dijon  (Hitt,  de  la  Rcpublique  Romaine, 
tom.  ii.  I.iii.  p.  199— 298.),  who  ventures  to 
afiume  the  charafter  of  the  Roman  hillorian. 
His  defeription  of  the  Euxine  is  ingenioufly 
formed  of  all  the  fragments  of  the  original, 
and  of  all  the  Greeks  and  Latins  whom  Sal- 
luft  might  copy,  or  by  whom  he  might  be 
copied  i and  the  merit  of  the  execution  atones 


for  the  whimfical  defign.  2.  The  Periplus  of 
Arrian  is  addrelled  to  the  emperor  Adrian  (in 
Geograph.  Minor.  Hudfon,  tom.  i.),  and  con- 
tains whatever  the  governor  of  Pontus  had 
feen,  from  Trcbizond  to  Diofcurias;  what- 
ever he  had  heard  from  Diofcurias  to  the  Da- 
nube; and  whatever  he  knew  from  the  Da- 
nube to  Trcbizond. 

66  B elides  the  many  occafional  hints  from 
the  poets,  hirtorians,  See.  of  antiquity,  we  may 
confult  the  geographical  deferiptions  of  Col- 
chos, by  Strabo  (I.  xi.  p.  760 — 765.)  and  Pliny 
(Hid.  Natur.  vi.  5.  19,  Sec.). 

*7  1 Hull  quote,  and  have  ufed,  three  mo. 

dera 
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fides.  Is  fortified  by  the  Iberian  and  Armenian  mountains,  and 
whole  maritime  coaft  extends  about  two  hundred  miles,  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Trebizond  to  Diofcurias,  and  the  confines  of  Cir- 
caflia.  Both  the  foil  and  climate  arc  relaxed  by  exceffive  moifturc  : 
twenty-eight  rivers,  beiides  the  Phafis  and  his  dependent  dreams, 
convey  their  waters  to  the  fea ; and  the  hollownefs  of  the  ground 
appears  to  indicate  the  fubterrancous  channels  between  the  Euxine 
and  the  Cafpian.  In  the  fields  where  wheat  or  barley  is  fown,  the 
earth  is  too  foft  to  fudain  the  action  of  the  plough  ; but  the  gom,  a 
fmall  grain,  not  unlike  the  millet  or  coriander  feed,  fupplics  the  or- 
dinary food  of  the  people  ; and  the  ufe  of  bread  is  confined  to  the 
prince  and  his  nobles.  Yet  the  vintage  is  more  plentiful  than  the 
harved ; and  the  bulk  of  the  dems,  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the 
wine,  difplay  the  unaflided  powers  of  nature.  The  fame  powers 
continually  tend  to  overlhadow  the  face  of  the  country  with  thick 
foreds  ; the  timber  of  the  hills,  and  the  flax  of  the  plains,  contribute 
to  the  abundance  of  naval  dores  ; the  wild  and  tame  animals,  the 
horfe,  the  ox,  and  the  hog,  arc  remarkably  prolific,  and  the  name 
of  the  pheafant  is  expreflive  of  his  native  habitation  on  the  banks 
of  the  Phafis.  The  gold  mines  to  the  fouth  of  Trebizond,  which 
are  dill  worked  with  fufficicnt  profit,  were  a fubjedt  of  national  dif- 
pute  between  Judinlan  and  Chofroes  ; and  it  is  not  unreafonable 
to  believe,  that  a vein  of  precious  metal  may  be  equally  diffufed 
through  the  circle  of  the  hills,  although  thefe  fecret  treafures  arc 
negledtcd  by  the  lazinefs,  or  concealed  by  the  prudence,  of  the  Min- 
ders deferipttons  of  Mingrelia  and  the  adja-  are  (till  more  inftruflive  than  his  obfervations. 
cent  countries,  t.  Of  the  Pcre  Archangel!  3.  Of  Peyflonel  (Obfervations  fur  les  l’euple. 
Lamberti  (Relations  de  Thevenot,  part  i.  Barbarcs,  p.  39,  50.  51.  58.  62.  64,  65.  71, 
p.  31—51.  with  a Map),  who  has  all  the  itc.  and  a more  recent  treatiie.  Sur  le  Corn- 
knowledge  and  prejudices  of  a miflionary.  merce  de  la  Mer  Noire,  tom.  ii.  p.  1—55  ): 
2.  Of  Cnardin  (Voyages  en  Perfe,  tom.  i.  he  had  long  redded  at  Cafft,  as  cornu!  of 
p.  54.68-168.):  his  obfervations  ate  judi-  France;  and  his  erudition  is  lei's  valuable 
tious ; and  his  own  adventures  in  the  country  than  his  experience. 
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grelians.  The  waters,  impregnated  with  particles  of  gold,  are 
carefully  ftrained  through  fheep-fkins  or  fleeces  ; but  this  expedient, 
the  ground-work  perhaps  of  a marvellous  fable,  affords  a faint  image 
of  the  wealth  extracted  from  a virgin  earth  by  the  power  and  in- 
duftry  of  ancient  kings.  Their  filver  palaces  and  golden  chambers 
furpafs  our  belief ; but  the  fame  of  their  riches  is  laid  to  have 
excited  the  enterprifing  avarice  of  the  Argonauts'*.  Tradition  has  af- 
firmed, with  fome  colour  of  reafon,  that  Egypt  planted  on  the 
Phafis,  a learned  and  polite  colony'5,  which  manufactured  linen, 
built  navies,  and  invented  geographical  maps.  The  ingenuity  of 
the  moderns  has  peopled,  with  flourishing  cities  and  nations,  the 
ifthmus  between  the  Euxine  and  the  Cafpian  ’*  j and  a lively  writer, 
obferving  the  refemblance  of  climate,  and,  in  his  apprehenfion,  of 
trade,  has  not  hefitated  to  pronounce  Colchos  the  Holland  of  an- 
tiquity”. 

But  the  riches  of  Colchos  fliine  only  through  the  darknefs  of 
conjedure  or  tradition  ; and  its  genuine  hillory  prelcnts  an  uniform 
feene  of  rudenefs  and  poverty.  If  one  hundred  and  thirty  languages 
were  fpoken  in  the  market  of  Diofcurias  ”,  they  were  the  imperfeCt 
idioms  of  fo  many  favage  tribes  or  families,  fequeftered  from  each 
other  in  the  vallies  of  mount  Caucafus ; and  their  feparation,  which 
diminilhed  the  importance,  mull  have  multiplied  the  number,  of 

61  Pliny,  Hift.  Natur.  1.  xxxiii.  15.  The 
gold  and  ftlvcr  mines  of  Colchos  attraded  the 
Argonauts  (Scrab.  1.  i.  p.  77.).  The  faga- 
cious  Churdin  could  find  no  gold  in  mines, 
rivers,  or  elfe where.  Yet  a Mingrelian  loft 
his  hand  and  foot  for  fhewing  fome  fpecimcns 
at  Conftantinople  of  native  gold. 

49  Herodot.  1.  ii.  c.  104,  105.  p.  150,  151, 

Diodor.  Sicul.  I.  i.  p.  33.  edit.  WelTcling. 

Dionyf.  Pcricget.  689.  and  Euftath.  ad  loc. 

Scholiaft.  ad  Apollonium  Argonaut.  1.  iv. 

282—291. 

J0  Montefquieu,  Efpric  des  Loix,  1.  xxi. 

8 


c.  6.  L’lfthme  ....  couvert  dc  villei  et  na- 
tions qui  ne  font  plus. 

71  Bougainville,  Memoires  de  r Academic 
des  Infcriptions,  tom.  xxvi.  p.  33.  on  the 
African  voyage  of  Hanno  and  the  commerce 
of  antiquity. 

1%  A Greek  hiftorian,  Timofthenes,  had 
affirmed,  in  earn  ccc  nationes  diffimilibus  Un- 
guis defeendere;  and  the  modeft  Pliny  it 
content  to  add,  ct  a poftca  a noftris  exxx  in- 
terpret busnegotia  ibi  gefta  (vi.  5.) ; but  the 
word  nunc  delerta  covers  a multitude  of  paft 
fi&ions. 
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their  rufllc  capitals.  In  the  prefent  Hate  of  Mingrelia,  a village  is 
an  affemblage  of  huts  within  a wooden  fence;  the  fortreffes  are 
feated  in  the  depth  of  forefts ; the  princely  town  of  Cyta,  or  Cota- 
tis,  confills  of  two  hundred  houfcs,  and  a ftone  edifice  appertains 
only  to  the  magnificence  of  kings.  Twelve  {hips  from  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  about  fixty  barks,  laden  with  the  fruits  of  induftry,  an- 
nually call  anchor  on  the  coaft ; and  the  lift  of  Colchian  exports  is 
much  encrcafed,  fince  the  natives  had  only  flaves  and  hides  to  offer 
in  exchange  for  the  corn  and  fait  which  they  purchafed  from  the  fub- 
jedts  of  Juftinian.  Not  a veftige  can  be  found  of  the  art,  the 
knowledge,  or  the  navigation,  of  the  ancient  Colchians : few  Greeks 
defired  or  dared  to  purfuc  the  footfteps  of  the  Argonauts ; and  even 
the  marks  of  an  Egyptian  colony  arc  loft  on  a nearer  approach. 
The  rite  of  circumcifion  is  pradlifcd  only  by  the  Mahometans  of 
the  Euxine ; and  the  curled  hair  and  fwarthy  complexion  of  Africa 
no  longer  disfigure  the  moft  perfect  of  the  human  race.  It  is  in 
the  adjacent  climates  of  Georgia,  Mingrelia,  and  Circaffia,  that  na- 
ture has  placed,  at  leaft  to  our  eyes,  the  model  of  beauty,  in  the 
fhape  of  the  limbs,  the  colour  of  the  fkin,  the  fymmetry  of  the  fea- 
tures, and  the  expreflion  of  the  countenance  ".  According  to  the 
deftination  of  the  two  fexes,  the  men  fecin  formed  for  action,  the 
women  for  love ; and  the  perpetual  fupply  of  females  from  mount 
Caucafus  has  purified  the  blood,  and  improved  the  breed,  of  the 
fouthem  nations  of  Alia.  The  proper  diftridt  of  Mingrelia,  a por- 
tion only  of  the  ancient  Colchos,  has  long  fuftained  an  exportation 
of  twelve  thoufand  flaves.  The  number  of  prifoners  or  criminals 
would  be  inadequate  to  the  annual  demand ; but  the  common  pco- 

11  B'jfTon  (Hift.  Nat.  tom.  iii.  p. 433—43'.)  he  had  obferved  them  with  care),  this  precious 
collcAs  the  unanimous  Suffrage  of  naturaliils  fa&  is  an  example  of  the  influence  of  climate 
and  travellers.  If,  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  on  n foreign  colony* 
they  were  jo  truth  /,uAsyxf0l>'  and  uXorf*x><  (*»d 
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pie  are  in  a ftate  of  fervitude  to  their  lords ; the  exercife  of  fraud  or 
rapine  is  unpunilhed  in  a lawlefs  community ; and  the  market  is 
continually  replcnifbed  by  the  abufe  of  civil  and  paternal  authority. 
Such  a trade  which  reduces  the  human  fpccies  to  the  level  of 
cattle,  may  tend  to  encourage  marriage  and  population ; fince  the 
multitude  of  children  enriches  their  fordid  and  inhuman  parent. 
But  this  fource  of  impure  wealth  rauil  inevitably  poifon  the  na- 
tional manners,  obliterate  the  fenfe  of  honour  and  virtue,  and  almoft 
extinguilh  the  inftin&s  of  nature : the  Cbrijiians  of  Georgia  and 
Mingrelia  are  the  mod  diflolutc  of  mankind  ; and  their  children, 
who,  in  a tender  age,  are  fold  into  foreign  llavery,  have  already 
learnt  to  imitate  the  rapine  of  the  father  and  the  proftitution  of 
the  mother.  Yet,  amidfl:  the  rudeft  ignorance,  the  untaught  natives 
difeover  a lingular  dexterity  both  of  mind  and  hand  ; and  although 
the  want  of  union  and  difeipline  expofes  them  to  their  more  power- 
ful neighbours,  a bold  and  intrepid  ipirit  has  animated  the  Colchians 
of  every  age.  In  the  holl  of  Xerxes,  they  ferved  on  foot  j and  their 
arms  were  a dagger  or  a javelin,  a wooden  cafque,  and  a buckler  of 
raw  hides.  But  in  their  own  country  the  ufe  of  cavalry  has  more 
generally  prevailed  : the  meaneft  of  the  peafants  difdain  to  walk ; 
the  martial  nobles  are  pofleflcd,  perhaps,  of  two  hundred  horfes; 
and  above  five  thoufand  are  numbered  in  the  train  of  the  prince  of 
Mingrelia.  The  Colchian  government  has  been  always  a pure  and 
hereditary  kingdom  ; and  the  authority  of  the  fovereign  is  only 
retrained  by  the  turbulence  of  his  fubjects.  Whenever  they  were 
obedient,  he  could  lead  a numerous  army  into  the  field ; but  fome 
faith  is  requifite  to  believe,  that  the  fingle  tribe  of  the  Suanians  was 


u The  Mingrelian  ambaflador  arrived  at 
Con  flan  tin  op  !c  with  two  hundred  perfons ; 
but  he  eat  (fitd)  them  day  by  day,  till  his 
rednue  was  dimimthed  to  a fee  ret. try  and  two 


valets  (Tavernier,  tom.  i.  p.  365.).  To  pur- 
chafe  his  miftrefs  a Mingrelian  gentleman 
fold  twelve  pricils  and  his  wife  to  the  Turks 
(Chardin,  tom.  i.  p.  66.). 
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compofed  of  two  hundred  thouland  foldiers,  or  that  the  population  c H a 

of  Mingrelia  now  amounts  to  four  millions  of  inhabitants”.  > , • 

It  was  the  boaft  of  the  Colchians,  that  their  anceflors  had  checked  Rcvnluiiont 
the  victories  of  Sefoflris ; and  the  defeat  of  the  Egyptian  is  lefs  in- 
credible than  his  fuccefsful  progrcfs  as  far  as  the  foot  of  mount 
Caucafus.  They  funk,  without  any  memorable  effort,  under  the 
arms  of  Cyrus  ; followed  in  didant  wars  the  flandard  of  the  great 

king,  and  prcfented  him  every  fifth  year  with  one  hundred  boys  and  ania  tlie 

Persians,  be- 

as  many  virgins,  the  fairefl  produce  of  the  land”.  Yet  he  accepted  fore  Chrift, 
this  gift  like  the  gold  and  ebony  of  India,  the  frankincenfe  of  the 
Arabs,  or  the  negroes  and  ivory  of  ^Ethiopia : the  Colchians  were  not 
fubje£t  to  the  dominion  of  a fatrap,  and  they  continued  to  enjoy 
the  name  as  well  as  fubflance  of  national  independence”.  After 
the  fall  of  the  Perfian  empire,  Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  added 
Colchos  to  the  wide  circle  of  his  dominions  on  the  Euxine  ; and 
when  the  natives  prefumed  to  requcfl  that  his  fon  might  reign  over 
them,  he  bound  the  ambitious  youth  in  chains  of  gold,  and  dele- 
gated a fervant  in  his  place.  In  the  purfuit  of  Mithridates,  the  Ro-  under  for 
mans  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Phafis,  and  their  gallies  afeended  fore  Chr’iit. 
the  river  till  they  reached  the  camp  of  Pompey  and  his  legions”.  b°‘ 

But  the  fenate,  and  afterwards  the  emperors,  difdained  to  reduce 
that  difiant  and  ufelefs  conqueft  into  the  form  of  a province.  The 
family  of  a Greek  rhetorician  was  permitted  to  reign  in  Colchos 


11  Strabo,  1.  xi.  p.765.  Lambert!,  Rela- 
tion dc  la  Mingrclie.  Yet  we  mail  avoid  the 
contrary  extreme  of  Chardin,  who  allows  uo 
more  than  20,000  inhabitants  to  fupply  an 
annual  exportation  of  12,000  flaves : an  ab- 
surdity unworthy  of  that  judicious  traveller. 

76  Hcrodot.  I.  iii.  c.  97.  See,  in  1.  vii. 
c.  79.  their  arms  and  fervice  in  the  expedi- 
tion of  Xerxes  againit  Greece, 

n Xenophon,  who  had  encountered  the 
Colchians  in  his  retreat  (AnabaJis,  1.  iv. 

5 


p.  320.  343.  348.  edit.  Hutchinfon ; and 
Forftcr’s  Diflert.ition,  p.  liii — Iviii.  in  Spel- 
man’s  English  verfion,  vol.  ii.),  Ityles  them 
Before  the  con  quell  of  Mithridates, 
they  are  named  by  Appian  afuftan<  (de 
Bell.  Mithridaiico,  c.  1;.  tom.  i.  p.  661.  of 
the  lal)  and  belt  edition,  by  John  Schwcig- 
barofer,  Lipfix,  1785.  3 vols.  large  o&avo). 

,s  The  conqueft  of  Colchos  by  Mithridates 
and  Pompey,  is  marked  by  Appian  (de  Bell. 
Mithiidat.)  and  Plutarch  (in  Vit.  Pomp.)- 

and 
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and  the  adjacent  kingdoms,  from  the  time  of  Mark  Antony  to  that 
of  Nero;  and  after  the  race  of  Polcmo”  was  extindt,  the  eaftern 
Pont  11s,  which  preferved  his  name,  extended  no  farther  than  the 
neighbourhood  of  Trebizond.  Beyond  thefe  limits  the  fortifications 
of  Hy  Hus,  of  Apfarus,  of  the  Phafis,  of  Diofcurias  or  Scbaftopolis, 
and  of  Pityus,  were  guarded  by  fufficient  detachments  of  horfe  and 
foot ; and  fix  princes  of  Colchos  received  their  diadems  from  the 
lieutenants  of  Cx-far.  One  of  thefe  lieutenants,  the  eloquent  and 
philofophic  Arrian,  furveyed,  and  has  deferibed,  the  Euxine  coaft, 
under  the  reign  of  Hadrian.  The  garrifon  which  he  reviewed  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Phafis,  confided  of  four  hundred  chofen  legiona- 
ries; the  brick  walls  and  towers,  the  double  ditch,  and  the  military 
engines  on  the  rampart,  rendered  this  place  inaccefiible  to  the  Bar- 
barians ; but  the  new  fuburbs  which  had  been  built  by  the  merchants 
and  veterans,  required,  in  the  opinion  of  Arrian,  fome  external 
defence ,0.  As  the  ftrength  of  the  empire  was  gradually  impaired, 
the  Romans  ftationed  on  the  Phafis  were  either  withdrawn  or  ex- 
pelled ; and  the  tribe  of  the  Lazi ",  whofe  pofterity  /peak  a foreign 
dialed,  and  inhabit  the  fca-coaft  of  Trebizond,  impofed  their  name 
and  dominion  on  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Colchos.  Their  independ- 
ence was  foon  invaded  by  a formidable  neighbour,  who  had  ac- 
quired, by  arms  and  treaties,  the  fovercignty  of  Iberia.  The  de- 

19  We  may  trace  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  ter  was  afterwards  reftored  by  Juftinian  (de 
family  of  Polemo,  in  Strabo  (I.  xi.  p.  755.  Edif.  1.  iv.  e.  7,). 

I.  xii.  p.  867.)*  Dion  CaHius  or  Xiphilin  *'  In  the  time  of  Pliny,  Arrian,  and  Pto- 
(p.  5 88-  593.  601.  719.  754.  915.  946.  edit.  Icmy,  the  Lazi  were  a particular  tribe  on  the 
Reimar),  Suetonius  (in  Ncron.  c.  18.  in  Ve-  northern  fleirts  of  Colchos  (Cellarius,  Geo- 
fpafian,  c.  8.),  Eutropius  (vii.  14.),  Jofcphus  graph.  Antiq.  tom.  ii.  p.  222.).  In  the  age 
(Antiq.  Judaic.  I.  xx.  c.  7.  p.970.  edit.  Ha-  of  Juftinian,  they  fpread,  or  at  lead  reigned, 
vercamp),  and  Eufebius  (Chron.  with  Sea-  over  the  whole  country.  At  prefent,  they 
Jigrr,  Animadverf.  p.  196.).  have  migrated  along  the  coaft  towards  Tre- 

•°  In  the  time  of  Procopius,  there  were  no  bizond,  and  compofe  a rude  fea-faring  peo- 
Roman  forts  on  the  Phafis.  Pityus  and  Se-  pie,  with  a peculiar  language  (Chardin, 
baftopolis  were  evacuated  on  the  rumour  of  p.  149.  PeyfioncI,  p.  64.). 
the  Pcrfians  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  4.) ; but  the  lat- 
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pendent  king  of  Lazica,  received  his  fceptrc  at  the  hands  of  the  Per- 
fian  monarch,  and  the  fucccflors  of  Conftantine  acquiefced  in  this 
injurious  claim,  which  was  proudly  urged  as  a right  of  immemorial 
prefcription.  In  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  century,  their  influence 
was  reftored  by  the  introduction  of  Chriftianity,  which  the  Mingre- 
lians  ftill  profefs  with  becoming  zeal,  without  underftanding  the 
doCtrines,  or  obfcrving  the  precepts  of  their  religion.  After  the 
deceafe  of  his  father,  Zathus  was  exalted  to  the  regal  dignity  by 
the  favour  of  the  great  king : but  the  pious  youth  abhorred  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Magi,  and  fought,  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople, 
an  orthodox  baptifm,  a noble  wife,  and  the  alliance  of  the  emperor 
Juftin.  The  king  of  Lazica  was  folemnly  inverted  with  the  diadem, 
and  his  cloak  and  tunic  of  white  filk,  with  a gold  border,  dis- 
played, in  rich  embroidery,  the  figure  of  his  new  patron ; who 
foothed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Perfian  court,  and  excufed  the  revolt  of 
Colchos,  by  the  venerable  names  of  hofpitality  and  religion.  The 
common  intereft  of  both  empires  impofed  on  the  Colchians  the  duty 
of  guarding  the  partes  of  mount  Caucafus,  where  a wall  of  fixty 
miles  is  now  defended  by  the  monthly  fervice  of  the  mufquetcers 
of  Mingrelia'*. 

But  this  honourable  conneClion  was  foon  corrupted  by  the  avarice 
and  ambition  of  the  Romans.  Degraded  from  the  rank  of  allies, 
the  Lazi  were  inccflantly  reminded,  by  words  and  aCtions,  of  their 
dependent  ftate.  At  the  diftance  of  a day’s  journey  beyond  the 
Apfarus,  they  beheld  the  rifing  fortrefs  of  Petra ",  which  com- 


" John  Malala,  Chron.  fom.  ii.  p.  134 — belong  to  a connexion  which  had  not  been 
137.  Theophaoes,  p.  144.  Hift.  Mifcell.  diflblvcd  above  twenty  years  t 
J.  iv.  p.  103.  The  fait  is  authentic,  but  the  ,s  The  foie  veltige  of  Petra  fubfifts  in  the 
date  Teems  too  recent.  In  fpeaking  of  their  writings  of  Procopius  and  Agathias.  Mod 
Perfian  alliance,  the  Lazi  contemporaries  of  of  the  towns  and  ciftlei  of  Lazica  may  be 
Juftinian  employ  the  mod  obfolete  words — « found  by  comparing  their  names  and  pofition 
Vi*MA°c « f*™ (*••«,  ipyvfoi,  Ac.  Contd  they  with  the  map  of  Mingrelia,  in  Lamberti. 
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c ”,  ft  p-  manded  the  maritime  country  to  the  fouth  of  the  Phafis.  Inftead 
«. — y~— j of  being  protected  by  the  valour,  Colchos  was  infulted  by  the  li- 
centioufnefs,  of  foreign  mercenaries  ; the  benefits  of  commerce  were 
converted  into  bafe  and  vexatious  monopoly ; and  Gubazes,  the 
native  prince,  was  reduced  to  a pageant  of  royalty  by  the  fuperior 
influence  of  the  officers  of  Juftinian.  Difappointcd  in  their  expect- 
ations of  Chriftian  virtue,  the  indignant  Lazi  repofed  lbme  con- 
fidence in  the  juftice  of  an  unbeliever.  After  a private  afiurance 
that  their  ambaffadors  ffiould  not  be  delivered  to  the  Romans,  they 
publicly  folicited  the  friendffiip  and  aid  of  Choiroes.  The  faga- 
cious  monarch  inftantly  difeerned  the  ufe  and  importance  of  Col- 
chos; and  meditated  a plan  of  conquefl,  which  was  renewed  at 
the  end  of  a thoufand  years  by  Shah  Abbas,  the  wifeft  and  mod 
powerful  of  his  fucceffors  **.  His  ambition  was  fired  by  the  hope 
of  launching  a Perfian  navy  from  the  Phafis,  of  commanding  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  Euxine  fea,  of  delblating  the  coaft  of 
Pontus  and  Bithynia,  of  diftreffing,  perhaps  of  attacking,  Conftan- 
tinople,  and  of  perfuading  the  Barbarians  of  Europe  to  fecond  his 
arms  and  counfcls  againft  the  common  enemy  of  mankind.  Under 
the  pretence  of  a Scythian  war,  he  filently  led  his  troops  to  the 
frontiers  of  Iberia ; the  Colchian  guides  were  prepared  to  condudfc 
them  through  the  wroods  and  along  the  precipices  of  mount  Cau- 
cafus  : and  a narrow  path  was  laborioufly  formed  into  a fafe  and 
fpacious  highway,  for  the  march  of  cavalry,  and  even  of  elephants. 
Gubazes  laid  his  perfon  and  diadem  at  the  feet  of  the  king  of  Perfia  j 
his  Colchians  imitated  the  fubmiffion  of  their  prince ; and  after  the 
walls  of  Petra  had  been  fhaken,  the  Roman  garrifon  prevented,  by 
a capitulation,  the  impending  fury  of  the  laft  aflault.  But  the  Lazi 

14  See  the  amufing  letters  of  Pietro  della  1620,  he  converfcd  with  Shah  Abbas,  and 
Valle,  the  Roman  traveller  (Viaggi,  tom.  ii.  ftrongly  encouraged  a defign  which  might 
207.  209.  213.  215.  266.  286.  300.  tom.  iii.  have  united  Perfia  and  Europe  againft  their 
P*  54*  127.),  In  the  years  1618,  1619,  and  common  enemy  the  Turk. 
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foon  difcovered,  that  their  impatience  had  urged  them  to  chufe  an 
evil  more  intolerable  than  the  calamities  which  they  ftrove  to  efcape. 
The  monopoly  of  fait  and  corn  was  effectually  removed  by  the  lofs 
of  thofe  valuable  commodities.  The  authority  of  a Roman  Iegifla- 
tor  was  fucceeded  by  the  pride  of  an  Oriental  defpot,  who  beheld 
with  equal  difdain,  the  Haves  whom  he  had  exalted,  and  the  king* 
whom  he  had  humbled  before  the  footftool  of  his  throne.  The 
adoration  of  fire  was  introduced  into  Colchos  by  the  zeal  of  the 
Magi : their  intolerant  fpirit  provoked  the  fervour  of  a Chriftian 
people ; and  the  prejudice  of  nature  or  education  was  wounded  by 
the  impious  practice  of  expofing  the  dead  bodies  of  their  parents,  on 
the  fummit  of  a lofty  tower,  to  the  crows  and  vultures  of  the  air”. 
Confcious  of  the  encreafing  hatred,  which  retarded  the  execution  of 
his  great  defigns,  the  juft  Nufhirvan  had  fecretly  given  orders  to 
affaffinate  the  king  of  the  Lazi,  to  tranfplant  the  people  into  forae 
diftant  land,  and  to  fix  a faithful  and  warlike  colony  on  the  banks 
of  the  Phafis.  The  watchful  jealoufy  of  the  Colchians  forefaw  and 
averted  the  approaching  ruin.  Their  repentance  was  accepted  at 
Conftantinople  by  the  prudence,  rather  than  the  clemency,  of  Juf- 
tinian ; and  lie  commanded  Dagifteus,  with  feven  thoufand  Romans, 
and  one  thoufand  of  the  Zani,  to  expel  the  Perfians  from  the  coaft 
of  the  Euxine. 

The  fiege  of  Petra,  which  the  Roman  general,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Lazi,  immediately  undertook,  is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable 
aSions  of  the  age.  The  city  was  feated  on  a craggy  rock,  which 
hung  over  the  fea,  and  communicated  by  a fteep  and  narrow  path 

” See  Herodotus  (I.  i.  c.  140.  p.  69.),  421.).  demonftreres  that  the  burial  of  the 
who  fpeaks  with  diffidence,  Larcber  (tom.  i.  Pcrfian  kings  (Xenophon,  Cyropatd.  I.  viii. 
P-399- 4°'-  Notes  fur  Herodcte),  Procopius  p.  65S.),  t*  yap  ~ *rr*t  U .Jr , . tuts  y ►.•X" 

(PerGc.  I.i.c.11.),  and  Agathias  (I.  ii.  p.61,  twu,  is  a Greek  fifiion,  and  that  their  tombs 
62.).  This  pra£tiie,  agreeable  to  the  Zen-  could  be  no  more  than  cenotaphs, 
davefla  (Iljfde,  de  Rclig.  Perf.c.34.  p.414  — 
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P-  with  the  land.  Since  the  approach  was  difficult,  the  attack  might 
be  deemed  impoffible : the  Perfian  conqueror  had  ftrengthened  the 
fortifications  of  Juftinian ; and  the  places  leaf!  inacceffible  were 
covered  by  additional  bulwarks.  In  this  important  fbrtrefe,  the  vi- 
gilance of  Chofroes  had  depofited  a magazine  of  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  arms,  fufficient  for  five  times  the  number,  not  only  of  the 
garrifon,  but  of  the  befiegers  themfelves.  The  flock  of  flour  and 
fait  provifions  was  adequate  to  the  confumption  of  five  years ; the 
want  of  wine  was  fupplied  by  vinegar,  and  of  grain  from  whence 
a ftrong  liquor  was  extracted  ; and  a triple  aquedu£t  eluded  the 
diligence,  and  even  the  fufpicions,  of  the  enemy.  But  the  firmed 
defence  of  Petra  was  placed  in  the  valour  of  fifteen  hundred  Perfians, 
who  refided  the  a (faults  of  the  Romans,  whilfl,  in  a fofter  vein  of 
earth,  a mine  was  fecretly  perforated.  The  wall,  fupported  by 
{lender  and  temporary  props,  hung  tottering  in  the  air ; but  Da- 
gifleus  delayed  the  attack  till  he  had  fecurcd  a fpecific  recompence  j 
and  the  town  was  relieved  before  the  return  of  his  meflenger  from 
Condantinople.  The  Perfian  garrifon  was  reduced  to  four  hundred 
men,  of  whom  no  more  than  fifty  were  exempt  from  ficknefs  or 
wounds  ; yet  fuch  had  been  their  inflexible  perfeverance,  that  they 
concealed  their  lodes  from  the  enemy,  by  enduring,  without  a mur- 
mur, the  fight  and  putrefying  flench  of  the  dead  bodies  of  their  eleven 
hundred  companions.  After  their  deliverance,  the  breaches  were  hailily 
flopped  with  fand-bags  ; the  mine  was  replenUhed  with  earth ; a new 
wall  was  created  on  a frame  of  fubftantial  timber ; and  a frelh  garrifon 
of  three  thoufand  men  was  ftationed  at  Petra  to  fuftain  the  labours 
of  a fecond  fiegc.  The  operations  both  of  the  attack  and  defence, 
were  conduced  with  (kilful  obftinacy  ; and  each  party  derived 
ufeful  lefions  from  the  experience  of  their  paft  faults.  A battering- 
ram  was  invented,  of  light  conflrutlion  and  powerful  effect : it  was 
tranlported  and  worked  by  the  hands  of  forty  foldiers ; and  as  the 
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(tones  were  loofened  by  its  repeated  ftrokes,  they  were  tom  with  CHAP, 
long  iron  hooks  from  the  wall.  From  thofe  walls,  a (bower  of  darts  ■ XU*' 
was  inceffantly  poured  on  the  heads  of  the  affailants,  but  they  were 
mod  dangeroufly  annoyed  by  a fiery  compofition  of  fulphur  and 
bitumen,  which  in  Colchos  might  with  fome  propriety  be  named 
the  oil  of  Medea.  Of  fix  thoufand  Romans  who  mounted  the  fcal- 
ing-ladders,  their  general  Bellas  was  the  firft,  a gallant  veteran  of 
feventy  years  of  age : the  courage  of  their  leader,  his  fall,  and  ex- 
treme danger,  animated  the  irrefiftible  effort  of  his  troops ; and  their 
prevailing  numbers  oppreffed  the  ftrength,  without  fubduing  the 
fpirit  of  the  Perfian  garrifon.  The  fate  of  thefe  valiant  men  defervcs 
to  be  more  diftindtly  noticed.  Seven  hundred  had  periftied  in  the 
fiege,  two  thoufand  three  hundred  furvived  to  defend  the  breach. 

One  thoufand  and  feventy  were  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword  in 
the  Iaft  affault ; and  if  (even  hundred  and  thirty  were  made  pri- 
foners,  only  eighteen  among  them  were  found  without  the  marks 
of  honourable  wounds.  The  remaining  five  hundred  efcaped  into 
the  citadel,  which  they  maintained  without  any  hopes  of  relief,  re- 
jefting  the  faireft  terms  of  capitulation  and  fervice,  till  they  were 
loft  in  the  flames.  They  died  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
their  prince ; and  fuch  examples  of  loyalty  and  valour  might  excite 
their  countrymen  to  deeds  of  equal  defpair  and  more  profperous 
event.  The  inftant  demolition  of  the  works  of  Petra  confefled  the 


aftonilhment  and  apprehenfion  of  the  conqueror. 

A Spartan  would  have  praifed  and  pitied  the  virtue  of  thefe  heroic 
(laves : but  the  tedious  warfare  and  alternate  luccefs  of  the  Roman 
and  Perfian  arms  cannot  detain  the  attention  of  pofterity  at  the  foot 
of  mount  Caucafus.  The  advantages  obtained  by  the  troops  of 
Juftinian  were  more  frequent  and  fplendid ; but  the  forces  of  the 
great  king  were  continually  fupplied,  till  they  amounted  to  eight 
elephants  and  feventy  thoufand  men,  including  twelve  thoufand  Scy- 
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C H a P.  thian  allies,  and  above  three  thoufand  Dilemites,  who  defcended  by 
v _/  their  free  choice  from  the  hills  of  Hyrcania,  and  were  equally  formi- 

dable in  clofe  or  in  diftant  combat.  The  fiegc  of  Arehxopolis,  a 
name  impofed  or  corrupted  by  the  Greeks,  was  raifed  with  fome 
lofs  and  precipitation ; but  the  Perfians  occupied  the  pafles  of  Iberia : 
Colchos  was  enflaved  by  their  forts  and  garrifons ; they  devoured  the 
fcanty  fuftenance  of  the  people  ; and  the  prince  of  the  Lazi  fled  into 
the  mountains.  In  the  Roman  camp,  faith  and  difeipline  were  un- 
known ; and  the  independent  leaders,  who  were  inverted  with  equal 
power,  difputed  with  each  other  the  pre-eminence  of  vice  and  cor- 
ruption. The  Perfians  followed,  without  a murmur,  the  commands 
of  a Angle  chief,  who  implicitly  obeyed  the  inftru&ions  of  their  fu- 
premc  lord.  Their  general  was  diftinguilhed  among  the  heroes  of 
the  Eaft  by  his  wifdom  in  council  and  his  valour  in  the  field.  The 
advanced  age  of  Mermeroes,  and  the  lamenefs  of  both  his  feet, 
could  not  diminifli  the  a&ivity  of  his  mind,  or  even  of  his  body ; 
and,  whilft  he  was  carried  in  a litter  in  the  front  of  battle,  he  in- 
fpired  terror  to  the  enemy  and  a juft  confidence  to  the  troops  who, 
under  his  banners,  were  always  fuccefsful.  After  his  death,  the 
command  devolved  to  Nacoragan,  a proud  fatrap,  who,  in  a con- 
ference with  the  Imperial  chiefs,  had  prefumed  to  declare  that  he 
difpofed  of  victory  as  abfolutely  as  of  the  ring  on  his  finger.  Such 
prefumption  was  the  natural  caufe  and  forerunner  of  a fhameful 
defeat.  The  Romans  had  been  gradually  repulfed  to  the  edge  of 
the  fea-fhore ; and  their  lart  camp,  on  the  ruins  of  the  Grecian 
colony  of  Phafis,  was  defended  on  all  fides  by  ftrong  intrenchments, 
the  river,  the  Euxine,  and  a fleet  of  gallics.  Defpair  united  their 
counfels  and  invigorated  their  arms:  they  withftood  the  aflliult  of  the 
Perfians ; and  the  flight  of  Nacoragan  preceded  or  followed  the 
flaughtcr  of  ten  thoufand  of  his  braveft  foldiers.  Pie  efcaped  from 
the  Romans,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  unforgiving  inarter,  who 

feverely 
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feverely  chaftifed  the  error  of  his  own  choice : the  unfortunate  gc-  c j*  * *’• 
neral  was  flayed  alive,  and  his  fkin,  fluffed  into  the  human  form,  < — 
was  expofed  on  a mountain ; a dreadful  warning  to  thofe  who  might 
hereafter  be  entrufted  with  the  fame  and  fortune  of  Perfia"’.  Yet 
the  prudence  of  Chofroes  infenfibly  relinquifhcd  the  profecution  of  the 
Colchian  war,  in  the  juft  perfuafion,  that  it  is  impofliblc  to  reduce,  or,  at 
leaft,  to  hold  a diftant  country  agaitift  the  wifhes  and  efforts  of  its  in- 
habitants. The  fidelity  of  Gubazcs  fuftained  the  moft  rigorous  trials. 

He  patiently  endured  the  hardfhips  of  a favage  life,  and  rejected, 
with  difdain,  the  fpecious  temptations  of  the  Perfian  court.  The 
king  of  the  Lazi  had  been  educated  in  the  Chriftian  religion ; his 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  a fenator ; during  his  youth,  he  had 
ferved  ten  years  a filentiary  of  the  Byzantine  palace ,7,  and  the  ar- 
rears of  an  unpaid  falary  were  a motive  of  attachment  as  well  as  of 
complaint.  But  the  long  continuance  of  his  fufferings  extorted 
from  him  a naked  reprefentation  of  the  truth ; and  truth  was  an 
unpardonable  libel  on  the  lieutenants  of  Juftinian,  who,  amidft  the 
delays  of  a ruinous  war,  had  fpared  his  enemies  and  trampled  on  his 
allies.  Their  malicious  information  perfuaded  the  emperor,  that 
his  faithlefs  vaflal  already  meditated  a fccond  dcfe&ion  : an  order 
was  furprifed  to  fend  him  prifoncr  to  Conftantinople ; a treacherous 
claufe  was  inferted,  that  he  might  be  lawfully  killed  in  cafe  of  re- 
fiftance ; and  Gubazes,  without  arms,  or  fufpicion  of  danger,  was 
ftabbed  in  the  fecurity  of  a friendly  interview.  In  the  firft  moments 
of  rage  and  defpair,  the  Colchians  would  have  facrificed  their  coun- 
try and  religion  to  the  gratification  of  revenge.  But  the  authority 


*•  The  paniftiment  of  flaying  alive  could 
not  be  introduced  into  Pcrfia  by  Sapor  (Brif- 
Ton,  dc  Regn.  Perf.  I.  ii.  p.  578.),  nor  could 
it  be  copied  from  the  foolilh  talc  of  Marfyas 
the  Phrygian  piper,  moft  foolifhly  quoted  as 
a precedent  by  Agathias  (1.  iv.  p.  132,  133.)* 
?7  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople  there 


were  thirty  filcntUries*  who  are  ftyled  haftati 
ante  fores  cubical!*  r*»;  1?  ivtrarju,  an  ho- 

nourable title*  which  conferred  the  rank, 
without  impofing  the  duties,  of  a fenator  (Co  J. 
Theodof.  1.  vi.  tit.  23.  Gothofrcd.  Com- 
ment. tom.  ii.  p.  129.). 
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C H A P.  anj  eloquence  of  the  wifer  few,  obtained  a falutary  paufe  : th^vic- 
v...— j— j tory  of  the  Phafis  reftored  the  terror  of  the  Roman  arras,  and  the 
emperor  was  folicitous  to  abfolve  his  own  name  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  fo  foul  a murder.  A judge  of  fenatorial  rank  was  commif- 
fioned  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  and  death  of  the  king  of  the  Lazi. 
He  afeended  a (lately  tribunal,  encompafled  by  the  minifters  of  jus- 
tice and  punifliment : in  the  prefence  of  both  nations,  this  extraor- 
' dinary  caufe  was  pleaded,  according  to  the  forms  of  civil  jurifpru- 
dence,  and  fome  fatisfadion  was  granted  to  an  injured  people,  by 
the  fentence  and  execution  of  the  meaner  criminals 
Negociitiom  In  peace,  the  king  of  Perfia  continually  fought  the  pretences  of  a 

and  treaties  1111  . . _ . 

between  rupture ; but  no  iooner  had  he  taken  up  arms,  than  he  exprefled 
Chofro«,and  his  defire  of  a fafe  and  honourable  treaty.  During  the  fierceft  hofti- 
S+o— 561  lities,  the  two  monarchs  entertained  a deceitful  ncgociation;  and 

fuch  was  the  fuperiority  of  Chofroes,  that  whilft  he  treated  the  Ro- 
man minifters  with  infolence  and  contempt,  he  obtained  the  mod 
unprecedented  honours  for  his  own  ambafladors  at  the  Imperial 
court.  The  fufceftor  of  Cyrus  aflumed  the  majefty  of  the  Eaftern 
fun,  and  gracioufly  permitted  his  younger  brother  Juftinian  to  reign 
over  the  Weft,  with  the  pale  and  refleded  fplendour  of  the  moon. 
This  gigantic  ftyle  was  fupported  by  the  pomp  and  eloquence  of 
Ifdigune,  one  of  the  royal  chamberlains.  His  wife,  and  daughters, 
with  a train  of  eunuchs  and  camels,  attended  the  march  of  the  am- 
baflador : two  fatraps  with  golden  diadems  were  numbered  among 
his  followers : he  was  guarded  by  five  hundred  horfe,  the  moll  va- 
liant of  the  Perfians ; and  the  Roman  governor  of  Data  wifely  re- 
filled to  admit  more  than  twenty  of  this  martial  and  hoftile  caravan. 
When  Ifdigune  had  falutcd  the  emperor,  and  delivered  his  prefents, 

■s  On  thefe  judicial  orations,  Agathias  florid  rhetoric.  His  ignorance  or  earcleflnefs 
(1.  iii.  p.  81  — 89.  k *v*  P*  108—119.)  la*  overlooks  the  flrongeft  argument  agaioit  the 
vilhes  eighteen  or  twenty  pages  of  falfe  and  king  of  Lazica— his  former  revolt. 
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he  paffed  ten  months  at  Conftantinople  without  difeuffmg  any  feri-  CHAP, 
ous  affairs.  Inftead  of  being  confined  to  his  palace,  and  receiving  » ' - 

food  and  water  from  the  hands  of  his  keepers,  the  Perfian  ambaffa- 
dor,  without  fpies  or  guards,  was  allowed  to  vifit  the  capital ; and 
the  freedom  of  converfation  and  trade  enjoyed  by  his  domeftics, 
offended  the  prejudices  of  an  age,  which  rigorotifly  pradifed  the  law 
of  nations,  without  confidence  or  courtefy  By  an  unexampled 
indulgence,  his  interpreter,  a fervant  below  the  notice  of  a Roman 
magiftrate,  was  feated,  at  the  table  of  Juftinian,  by  the  fide  of  his 
mafter ; and  one  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  might  be  afligned  for  the 
expence  of  his  journey  and  entertainment.  Yet  the  repeated  labours 
of  Ifdigune  could  procure  only  a partial  and  imperfed  truce,  which 
Was  always  purchafed  with  the  treafures,  and  renewed  at  the  folicit- 
ation,  of  the  Byzantine  court.  Many  years  of  fruitlefs  dcfolation 
elapfed  before  Juftinian  and  Chofroes  were  compelled,  by  mutual 
laftitude,  to  confult  the  repofe  of  their  declining  age.  At  a confer- 
ence held  on  the  frontier,  each  party,  without  expeding  to  gain 
credit,  difplayed  the  power,  the  jufticc,  and  the  pacific  intentions  of 
their  refpedive  fovereigns ; but  ncceflity  and  intereft  didated  the 
treaty  of  peace,  which  was  concluded  for  a term  of  fifty  years,  dili- 
gently compofed  in  the  Greek  and  Perfian  language,  and  attefted  by 
the  feals  of  twelve  interpreters.  The  liberty  of  commerce  and  reli- 
gion was  fixed  and  defined  ; the  allies  of  the  emperor  and  the 
great  king  were  included  in  the  fame  benefits  and  obligations  j and 
the  moft  fcrupulous  precautions  were  provided  to  prevent  or  deter- 
mine the  accidental  difputes  that  might  arife  on  the  confines  of  two 
hoftile  nations.  After  twenty  years  of  deftrudive  though  feeble 

* 9 Procopius  reprefents  the  practice  of  the  (Bulbeqoius,  epift.  iii.  p.  149.  242,  &c.),  Ruf- 
Gothic  court  of  Ravenna  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  7.) ; fia  (Voyage  d’Olearius),  and  China  (Nar- 
and  foreign  ambafladors  have  been  treated  rative  of  M.  do  Lange,  in  Bell1*  Travels* 
with  the  fame  jealoufy  and  rigour  in  Turkey  vol.  ii.  p.  189—311.). 

Vol.  IV.  M m war, 
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chap.  war.  the  limits  ftill  remained  without  alteration : and  Chofroes  was 
XLII.  1 

■ perfuaded  to  renounce  his  dangerous  claim  to  the  pofieffion  or  fo- 

vereignty  of  Colchos  and  its  dependent  Hates.  Rich  in  the  accumu- 
lated treafures  of  the  Eafl,  he  extorted  from  the  Romans  an  annual 
payment  of  thirty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ; and  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
fum  revealed  the  difgrace  of  a tribute  in  its  naked  deformity.  In  a 
previous  debate,  the  chariot  of  Scfoftris,  and  the  wheel  of  fortune, 
were  applied  by  one  of  the  minifters  of  Jullinian,  who  obferved 
that  the  redudion  of  Antioch,  and  fome  Syrian  cities,  had  elevated 
beyond  meafure  the  vain  and  ambitious  fpirit  of  the  Barbarian. 
“ You  are  miftaken,”  replied  the  model!  Perfian : “ the  king  of 
“ kings,  the  lord  of  mankind,  looks  down  with  contempt  on  fuch  petty 
“ acquilitions ; and  of  the  ten  nations,  vanquilhed  by  his  invincible 
“ arms,  he  efteems  the  Romans  as  the  leal!  formidable’0.”  Ac- 
cording to  the  Orientals,  the  empire  of  Nufhirvan  extended  from 
Ferganah  in  Tranfoxiana,  to  Yemen  or  Arabia  Fajlix.  He  fubdued 
the  rebels  of  Hyrcania,  reduced  the  provinces  of  Cabul  and  Zableftan 
on  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  broke  the  power  of  the  Euthalites,  ter- 
minated by  an  honourable  treaty  the  Turkifh  war,  and  admitted 
the  daughter  of  the  great  khan  into  the  number  of  his  lawful  wives. 
Victorious  and  refpe&ed  among  the  princes  of  Afia,  he  gave  audience, 
in  his  palace  of  Madain,  or  Cteliphon,  to  the  ambafladors  of  the  world. 
Their  gifts  or  tributes,  arms,  rich  garments,  gems,  (laves,  or  aromatics, 
were  humbly  prefented  at  the  foot  of  his  throne;  and  he  condefcended 
to  accept  from  the  king  of  India,  tep  quintals  of  the  wood  of  aloes, 
a maid  feven  cubits  in  height,  and  a carpet  fofter  than  filk,  the  (kin, 
as  it  was  reported,  of  an  extraordinary  ferpent”. 


e“  The  negotiations  and  treaties  between 
Jullinian  and  Chofroes  are  copioufly  explain- 
cd  by  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  to.  13.  26, 
27>  a8.  Gothic.  I.  ii.  c.  11.  1;.),  Agathias 
(I.  iv.  p.  141,  142.),  and  Menander  (in  Ex- 


cerpt. I.egat.  p.  132 — 147.)-  Confult  Bar- 
beyrac.  Hilt,  des  Ancicns  Traites,  tom.  ii. 
p.  154.  181—184.  193 — 200. 

e>  D'Herbclot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p-  680, 
681.  294,  295. 

Jullinian 
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Juftinian  had  been  reproached  for  his  alliance  with  the  Ethiopians,  c H A 

as  if  he  attempted  to  introduce  a people  of  favage  negroes  into  the  * . • 

fyftem  of  civilized  fociety.  But  the  friends  of  the  Roman  empire,  thcDAbyffi.°f 
the  Axumites,  or  Abyflinians,  may  be  always  diftinguifhed  from  the, 
original  natives  of  Africa”.  The  hand  of  nature  has  flattened  the 
nofes  of  the  negroes,  covered  their  heads  with  fhaggy  wool,  and  tinged 
their  fkin  with  inherent  and  indelible  blacknefs.  But  the  olive  com- 
plexion of  the  Abyflinians,  their  hair,  fhape,  and  features,  diftindtly 
mark  them  as  a colony  of  Arabs ; and  this  defeent  is  confirmed 
by  the  refemblance  of  language  and  manners,  the  report  of  an  an- 
cient emigration,  and  the  narrow  interval  between  the  fhores  of  the 
Red  Sea.  Chriftianity  had  raifed  that  nation  above  the  level  of 
African  barbarifmM  : their  intercourfe  with  Egypt,  and  the  fucccffors 
of  Conftantine”,  had  communicated  the  rudiments  of  the  arts  and 
fciences ; their  veflels  traded  to  the  ifle  of  Ceylon”,  and  feven 
kingdoms  obeyed  the  Negus  or  fupreme  prince  of  Abyffinia,  The 
Independence  of  the  Homerites,  who  reigned  in  the  rich  and  happy 
Arabia,  was  firft  violated  by  an  Ethiopian  conqueror  : be  drew 


•*  See  Buffon,  Hill.  Nalurelle,  tom.  ill* 

р.  449.  This  Arab  call  of  features  and  com- 
plexion, which  has  continued  3400  years 
(Ludolph,  Hill,  et  Comment.  j£thiopic.  ).  i. 

с.  4.)  in  the  colony  of  Abylltnis,  will  juilify 
the  furpicion,  that  race,  as  well  as  climate, 
mull  have  contributed  to  form  the  negroes  of 
the  adjacent  and  (imilar  regions. 

*J  The  Portuguefe  millioniries,  Alvarez 
(RatnuCo,  tom.  i.  fol.  204.  reft.  274.  verf.), 
Bermudez  (Porchas's  Pilgrims,  vol.  ii.  1.  v. 
c.  7.  p.  1 149—  1 188.),  Lobo  (Relation,  Sec. 
par  M.  le  Grand,  with  xv  DilTerfations.  Pa- 
ris, 1728),  and  Tellez  (Relations  de  Theve- 
not,  part  iv.),  could  only  relate  of  modern 
Abyilinia  what  they  had  feen  or  invented. 
The  erudition  of  Ludolphus  (Hill.  <£thio> 
pka,  Francofurc.  1681.  Commentarius,  1691. 

M) 


Appendix,  1694).  in  twenty-five  language*, 
could  add  litUe  concerning  iu  ancient  hiftory. 
Yet  the  fame  of  Calcd,  or  Ellifthseu*,  the  con- 
queror of  Yemen,  ia  celebrated  in  aatioua] 
fongi  and  legend*. 

94  The  negociation*  of  Jnflinian  with  the 
Axumitei,  or  Ethiopian*,  are  recorded  by 
Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19,  30.)  and  John 
Malala  (tom.  ii.  p.  163—165.  193 — 196.). 
The  hilloriau  of  Antioch  quote*  the  original 
narrative  of  the  ambaflador  Nonnofua,  of 
which  Photiu*  (Bibliot.  cod,  iii.)  ha*  pre- 
ferred a curious  extra f>. 

•5  The  trade  of  the  Axumitei  to  the  coatl 
of  Indie  and  Africa,  and  the  ifle  of  Ceylon, 
i*  curioufly  represented  by  Cofma*  Indico. 
pleufte*  (Topograph.  Chriflian.  1.  ii.  p.  132. 
138, 139,  140.  l.xi.  p.  338,  339.). 
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his  hereditary  claim  from  the  queen  of  Sheba  **,  and  his  ambition 
was  fandlified  by  rel’gious  zeal.  The  Jews,  powerful  and  aftive  in 
exile,  had  feduced  the  mind  of  Dunaan,  prince  of  the  Homcrites. 
They  urged  him  to  retaliate  the  perfection  infli&ed  by  the  Imperial 
laws  on  their  unfortunate  brethren : feme  Roman  merchants  were 
injurioufly  treated;  and  fcvcral  Chriftians  of  Negra”  were  honour- 
ed with  the  crown  of  martyrdom *\  The  churches  of  Arabia  im- 
plored the  protection  of  the  Abyffinian  monarch.  The  Negus  palled 
the  Red  Sea  with  a fleet  and  army,  deprived  the  Jewifh  profelyto 
of  his  kingdom  and  life,  and  extinguilhed  a race  of  princes,  who  had 
ruled  above  two  thoufand  years  the  fequeftered  region  of  myrrh  and 
frankincenfe.  The  conqueror  immediately  announced  the  victory  of 
the  gofpel,  requeued  an  orthodox  patriarch,  and  fo  warmly  profefled 
his  frien dihip  to  the  Roman,  empire,  that  Juftinian  was  flattered  by 
the  hope  of  diverting  the  filk-trade  through  the  channel  of  Abyf- 
finia,  and  of  exciting  the  forces  of  Arabia  againft  the  Perfian  king. 
Nonnofus,  defeended  from  a family  of  ambafladors,  was  named  by 
the  emperor  to  execute  this  important  commiflion.  He  wifely  de- 
clined the  Ihorter,  but  mors  dangerous,  road  through  the  fandy  de- 
ferts  of  Nubia ; afeended  the  Nile,  embarked  on  the  Red  Sea,  and 
fafely  landed  at  the  African  port  of  Addis.  From  Adulis  to  the 
royal  city  of  Axume  is  no  more  than  fifty  leagues,  in  a direCt  line  ; 
but  the  winding  pafles  of  the  mountains  detained  the  ambaflador 
fifteen  days ; and  as  he  traverfed  the  forefts,  he  faw,  and  vaguely 


Ludolph,  Hill,  et  Comment.  yEthiop. 
1.  ii.  c.  3. 

97  The  city  of  Negra,  or  Nag  Van,  in  Ye- 
men, is  furrounded  with  palm-trees,  and 
Hands  in  the  high-road  between  Saana  the 
capital,  and  Mecca,;  from  the  former  tenr 
from  the  latter  twenty  days  journey  of  a ca- 
ravan of  camels  ( Abulfeda,  Defcript.  Arabia?, 
t • 5*-)- 


pi  The  martyrdom  of  St.  Arethas,  prince 
of  Negra,  and  his  three  hundred  and  forty 
companions,  is  embelJifhcd  in  the  legends  of 
Mctaphraftes  and  Nicephorus  Calliftus, copied 
by  Baronius  (A.  D-  522.  N®  22 — 66.  A.  D. 
523.  Nu  16  " 29.),  and  refuted,  with  obfeure 
diligence,  by  Damage  (Hift.de*  Juifs,  tom.xii. 
1.  viii.  c.  ii.  p.  333—348.),  who  inveftigatea 
the  Hate  of  the  Jews  in  Arabia  and  ./Ethiopia. 

computed. 
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computed,  about  five  thoufand  wild  elephants.  The  capital,  accord-  CHAP, 
ing  to  his  report,  was  large  and  populous ; and  the  village  of  Axume  ■-  - 

is  ftill  confpicuous  by  the  regal  coronations,  by  the  ruins  of  a Chriftian 
temple,  and  by  fixteen  or  feventecn  obelilks  infcribed  with  Grecian 
charaders  But  tlie  Negus  gave  audience  in  the  open  field, 
feated  on  a lofty  chariot,  which  was  drawn  by  four  elephants  fu- 
perbly  caparifoned,  and  furrounded  by  his  nobles  and  muficiatis. 

He  was  clad  in  a linen  garment  and  cap,  holding  in  his  hand  two 
javelins  and  a light  (hield  ; and,  although  his  nakednefs  was  im- 
perfectly covered,  he  difplayed  the  Barbaric  pomp  of  gold  chains, 
collars,  and  bracelets,  richly  adorned  with  pearls  and  precious  (tones. 

The  ambafiador  of  Juftinian  knelt ; the  Negus  raifed  him  from  the 
ground,  embraced  Nonnofus,  killed  the  feal,  perufed  the  letter,  ac- 
cepted the  Roman  alliance,  and,  brandilhing  his  weapons,  denounced 
implacable  war  againlt  the  worfhippers  of  fire.  But  the  propofal 
of  the  filk-trade  was  eluded  ; and  notwithftanding  the  afliirances, 
and  perhaps  the  wi(hes,  of  the  Abyflinians,  thefe  hoftile  menaces 
evaporated  without  effeCt.  The  Homeritcs  were  unwilling  to  aban- 
don their  aromatic  groves,  to  explore  a Tandy  defert,  and  to  en- 
counter, after  all  their  fatigues,  a formidable  nation  from  whom  they 
had  never  received  any  perfonal  injuries.  Inftead  of  enlarging  his  con- 
quefts,  the  king  of  ./Ethiopia  was  incapable  of  defending  his  pofl'dTions. 

Abrahah,  the  (lave  of  a Roman  merchant  of  Adulis,  afliimed  the 
fceptre  of  the  Homerites  ; the  troops  of  Africa  were  feduced  by  the 
luxury  of  the  climate ; and  Juftinian  folicitcd  the  firicndlhip  of  the 
ufurper,  who  honoured,  with  a flight  tribute,  the  fuprcmacy  of  his 
prince.  After  a long  feries  of  profperity,  the  power  of  Abrahah 

**  Alvam  (in  Ramufio,  tom.  i.  fol.  219  hundred  houfes  remain;  but  the  memory  of 
verf.  22!  verf.)  Taw  the  fiounfhing  ftate  of  its  pall  greatoefs  is  preferved  by  the  regal  co- 
Axumc  in  the  year  1520  loogo  molto  buono  ronacion  (Ludolpb,  Hill,  ei  Comment.  J.  ii. 
e grande.  It  was  ruined  in  the  fame  century  c.  11.). 
by  the  Turkifh  invaiion.  No  more  than  one 

was 
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was  overthrown  before  the  gates  of  Mecca  ; his  children  were  de- 
fpoiled  by  the  Perfian  conqueror ; and  the  ./Ethiopians  were  finally 
expelled  from  the  continent  of  Afia.  This  narrative  of  obfeure  and 
remote  events  is  not  foreign  to  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. If  a Chriftian  power  had  been  maintained  in  Arabia,  Mahomet 
muft  have  been  crulhed  in  his  cradle,  and  Abyflinia  would  have 
prevented  a revolution  which  has  changed  the  civil  and  religious 
ftate  of  the  world'”. 

*°°  The  rerolutions  of  Yemen  in  the  fixth  ders),  Pocock  (Specimen  Hift.  Arab.  p.  62. 
century  muft  be  colle&ed  from  Procopius  65. )»  D’Herbclot  (Bibliot.  Orientalc,  p.  12. 
(Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19,  20.),  Theophanes  By-  477.),  and  Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe  and 
aiant.  (spud  Phot.  cod.  lxiii.p.  80.)*  St.  Theo-  Koran  (c.  105.).  The  revolt  of  Abrahah  is 
phancs  (in  Chronograph,  p.  144,  145.  188,  mentioned  by  Procopius  j and  his  fall,  though 
189.  206,  207.  who  is  full  of  ftrtngc  blun-  clouded  with  miracles,  b an  hiftorical  fa  ft. 
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CHAP.  XLIII. 

Rebellions  of  Africa . — Ref  oration  of  the  Gothic  Kingdom 
by  Totila. — Lofs  and  Recovery  of  Rome. — Final  Con - 
qucf  of  Italy  by  Narfes. — ExtinElion  of  the  Ofro- 
goths. — Defeat  of  the  Franks  and  Alemanni. — Laf 
ViSlory , Di/grace,  and  Death  of  Belifarius. — Death 
and  Character  of  Jufinian. — Comet , Earthquakes , 
and  Plague. 

9 

TH  E review  of  the  nations  from  the  Danube  to  the  Nile  has 
expofed  on  every  fide  the  wcaknefs  of  the  Romans ; and  our 
wonder  is  reafonably  excited  that  they  fhould  prefume  to  enlarge  an 
empire,  whofe  ancient  limits  they  were  incapable  of  defending.  But 
the  wars,  the  conquefts,  and  the  triumphs  of  Juftinian,  are  the  feeble 
and  pernicious  efforts  of  old  age,  which  exhauft  the  remains  of 
ftrength,  and  accelerate  the  decay  of  the  powers  of  life.  He  exulted 
in  the  glorious  ad  of  reftoring  Africa  and  Italy  to  the  republic  ; but 
the  calamities  which  followed  the  departure  of  Belifarius  betrayed 
the  impotence  of  the  conqueror,  and  accomplilhed  the  ruin  of  thofe 
unfortunate  countries. 

From  his  new  acquifitions,  Juftinian  expedited  that  his  avarice,  as 
well  as  pride,  fhould  be  richly  gratified.  A rapacious  minifter  of  the 
finances  clofely  purfued  the  footfteps  of  Belifarius ; and  as  the  old 
regifters  of  tribute  had  been  burnt  by  the  Vandals,  he  indulged  his 
fancy  in  a liberal  calculation  and  arbitrary  aflcflment  of  the  wealth 
18  cf 
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C H ^A  p.  cf  Africa The  encreafe  of  taxes,  which  were  drawn  away  by  a 

V-.  u-'-/  diftant  fovereign,  and  a general  refumption  of  the  patrimony  or 
crown  lands,  foon  difpelled  the  intoxication  of  the  public  joy : but 
the  emperor  was  infenfible  to  the  modeft  complaints  of  the  people, 
till  he  was  awakened  and  alarmed  by  the  clamours  of  military  dif- 
content.  Many  of  the  Roman  foldiers  had  married  the  widows  and 
daughters  of  the  Vandals.  As  their  own,  by  the  double  right  of 
conqueft  and  inheritance,  they  claimed  the  eftates  which  Genferic 
had  affigned  to  his  victorious  troops.  They  heard  with  difdain  the 
cold  and  felfifh  reprefentations  of  their  officers,  that  the  liberality  of 
Jullinian  had  railed  them  from  a favage  or  fervile  condition ; that 
they  were  already  enriched  by  the  fpoils  of  Africa,  the  treafure,  the 
Eaves,  and  the  moveables  of  the  vanquilhed  Barbarians ; and  that 
the  ancient  and  lawful  patrimony  of  the  emperors  would  be  applied 
only  to  the  fupport  of  that  government  on  which  their  own  fafety 
and  reward  muft  ultimately  depend.  The  mutiny  was  fecretly  in- 
flamed by  a thoufand  foldiers,  for  the  moft  part  Heruli,  who  had 
imbibed  the  doCirines,  and  were  inftigated  by  the  clergy,  of  the 
Arian  fed ; and  the  caufe  of  perjury  and  rebellion  was  fan&ified  by 
the  difpenfing  powers  of  fanaticifm.  The  Arians  deplored  the  ruin 
of  their  church,  triumphant  above  a century  in  Africa ; and  they 
were  juftly  provoked  by  the  laws  of  the  conqueror,  which  inter- 
dicted the  baptifm  of  their  children  and  the  exercife  of  all  religious 
worfhip.  Of  the  Vandals  chofen  by  Belilarius,  the  far  greater  part, 
in  the  honours  of  the  Eaftern  fervice,  forgot  their  country  and  reli- 


* For  the  troubles  of  Africa,  I neither  hare 
nor  defire  another  guide  than  Procopius,  whofe 
eye  contemplated  the  image,  and  whofe  ear 
coilc&ed  the  reports,  of  the  memorable  events 
of  his  own  times.  In  the  fecond  book  of  the 
Vandalic  war  he  relates  the  revolt  of  Scozas 
(c.  14 — 24. ),  the  return  of  Belifuius  (c.  15.}, 
OI 


the  vi&ory  of  German  us  (c.  16,  17,  18.),  the 
fecond  aduiinitfraiion  of  Solomon  (c.  19,  20, 
21.),  the  government  of  Sergius  (c.  22,  23.)* 
of  Areobindus  (c.  24  ),  the  tyranny  and  death 
of  Gontharis  (c.  25,  26,  27,  28.) ; nor  can  I 
difeern  any  fymptoms  of  flattery  or  maJevo- 
lence  in  his  various  portraits. 

gion. 
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gion.  But  a generous  band  of  four  hundred  obliged  the  mariners,  c A P. 
when  they  were  in  fight  of  the  ifle  of  Lefbos,  to  alter  their  courfc : ■_  J-'  . 
they  touched  on  Peloponnefus,  ran  alhore  on  a defert  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  boldly  ereCted,  on  mount  Aurafius,  the  ftandard  of  independence 
and  revolt.  While  the  troops  of  the  province  diiclaimcd  the  com- 
mands of  their  fuperiors,  a confpiracy  was  formed  at  Carthage 
againft  the  life  of  Solomon,  who  filled  with  honour  the  place  of 
Belifarius  ; and  the  Arians  had  pioufly  refolved  to  facrifice  the 
tyrant  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  during  the  awful  .myfteries  of  the 
fellival  of  Ealler.  Fear  or  remorfe  reftrained  the  daggers  of  the 
aflaffins,  but  the  patience  of  Solomon  emboldened  their  difeontent ; 
and  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  a furious  fedition  was  kindled  in  the 
Circus,  which  defolated  Africa  above  ten  years.  The  pillage  of  the 
city,  and  the  indiferiminate  flaughter  of  its  inhabitants,  were  fuf- 
pended  only  by  darknefs,  fleep,  and  intoxication : the  governor, 
with  feven  companions,  among  whom  was  the  hiftorian  Procopius, 
efcaped  to  Sicily:  two  thirds  of  the  army  were  involved  in  the 
guilt  of  treafon ; and  eight  thoufand  infurgents,  afiembling  in  the 
field  of  Bulla,  elected  Stoza  for  their  chief,  a private  foldicr,  who 
poflfefled  in  a fuperior  degree  the  virtues  of  a rebel.  Under  the 
mafk  of  freedom,  his  eloquence  could  lead,  or  at  leaf!  impel,  the 
paffions  of  his  equals.  He  raifed  himfclf  to  a level  with  Belifarius, 
and  the  nephew  of  the  emperor,  by  daring  to  encounter  them  in 
the  field ; and  the  victorious  generals  were  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  Stoza  deferved  a purer  caufe  and  a more  legitimate 
command.  Vanquifhed  in  batdc,  he  dextroully  employed  the  arts 
of  negociation  ; a Roman  army  was  feduced  from  their  allegiance, 
and  the  chiefs  who  had  trufted  to  his  faithlefs  promife  were  mur- 
dered by  his  order  in  a church  of  Numidia.  When  every  refourcc, 
either  of  force  or  perfidy,  was  exhaufted,  Stoza,  with  fome  de- 
Vol.  IV.  N n fperate 
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C XL  ill  P 1licrule  Vandals,  retired  to  the  wilds  of  Mauritania,  obtained  the 

*s — « ' daughter  of  a Barbarian  prince,  and  eluded  the  purfuit  of  his  ene- 

mies, by  the  report  of  his  death.  The  perfonal  weight  of  Beli- 
farius,  the  rank,  the  fpirit,  and  the  temper  of  Germanus,  the  em- 
peror’s nephew,  and  the  vigour  and  fuccefs  of  the  fecond  admini- 
ftration  of  the  eunuch  Solomon,  rellored  the  modclly  of  the  camp, 
and  maintained  for  a while  the  tranquillity  of  Africa.  But  the 
vices  of  the  Byzantine  court  were  felt  in  that  dillant  province; 
the  troops  complained  that  they  were  neither  paid  nor  relieved,  and 
as  foon  as  the  public  diforders  were  fufficiently  mature,  Stoza  was 
again  alive,  in  arms,  and  at  the  gates  of  Carthage.  He  fell  in  a 
finglc  combat,  but  he  fmiled  in  the  agonies  of  death,  when  he  was 
informed  that  his  own  javelin  had  reached  the  heart  of  his  anta- 
gonift.  The  example  of  Stoza,  and  the  aflurance  that  a fortunate 
foldicr  had  been  the  firft  king,  encouraged  the  ambition  of  Gon- 
tharis,  and  he  promifed,  by  a private  treaty,  to  divide  Africa  with 
the  Moors,  if,  with  their  dangerous  aid,  he  fhould  afeend  the 
throne  of  Carthage.  The  feeble  Areobindus,  unlkillcd  in  the  affairs 
of  peace  and  war,  was  raifed,  by  his  marriage  with  the  niece  of 
Juflinian,  to  the  office  of  Exarch.  He  was  fuddenly  opprefled  by 
a fedition  of  the  guards,  and  his  abjedt  ^applications,  which  pro- 
voked the  contempt,  could  not  move  the  pity,  of  the  inexorable 
tyrant.  After  a reign  of  thirty  days,  Gontharis  himfelf  was  flabbed 
at  a banquet  by  the  hand  of  Artaban ; and  it  is  fingular  enough, 
that  an  Armenian  prince,  of  the  royal  family  of  Arfaces,  fhould  re- 
eftablifh  at  Carthage  the  authority  of  the  Roman  empire.  In  the 
confpiracy  which  unfheathed  the  dagger  of  Brutus  againft  the  life 
of  CaTar,  every  circumftance  is  curious  and  important  to  the  eyes 
of  pofterity  : but  the  guilt  or  merit  of  thefe  loyal  or  rebellious  af- 
falhns  could  intcreft  only  the  contemporaries  of  Procopius,  who, 
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by  their  hopes  and  fears,  their  friendfhip  or  refentment,  were  pcr- 
fonally  engaged  in  the  revolutions  of  Africa*. 

That  country  was  rapidly  finking  into  the  Hate  of  barbarifm,  from 
whence  it  had  been  raifed  by  the  Phoenician  colonies  and  Roman 
laws : and  every  ftep  of  inteftinc  difeord  was  marked  by  fome  de- 
plorable vi&ory  of  favage  man  over  civilized  fociety.  The  Moors’, 
though  ignorant  of  juftice,  were  impatient  of  opprellion  : their  va- 
grant life  and  boundlefs  wildemefs  dilappointed  the  arms,  and 
eluded  the  chains,  of  a conqueror  ; and  experience  had  fliewn,  that 
neither  oaths  nor  obligations  could  fccure  the  fidelity  of  their  at- 
tachment. The  vi&ory  of  mount  Auras  had  awed  them  into  mo- 
mentary fubmiflion  ; but  if  they  refpe&cd  the  character  of  Solomon, 
they  hated  and  defpifed  the  pride  and  luxury  of  his  two  nephews, 
Cyrus  and  Sergius,  on  whom  their  uncle  had  imprudently  bellowed 
the  provincial  governments  of  Tripoli  and  Pentapolis.  A Moorifh 
tribe  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Leptis,  to  renew  their  alliance, 
and  receive  from  the  governor  the  cuftomary  gifts.  Fourfcore  of 
their  deputies  were  introduced  as  friends  into  the  city ; but  on  the 
dark  fufpicion  of  a confpiracy,  they  were  maflacred  at  the  table  of 
Sergius ; and  the  clamour  of  arms  and  revenge  was  re-echoed  through 
the  vallies  of  mount  Atlas,  from  both  the  Syrtes  to  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
A perlbnal  injury,  the  unjuft  execution  or  murder  of  his  brother, 
rendered  Antalas  the  enemy  of  the  Romans.  The  defeat  of  the 
Vandals  had  formerly  ftgnalized  his  valour;  the  rudiments  of  juftice 
and  prudence  were  Hill  more  confpicuous  in  a Moor ; and  while  he 


* Vet  I mull  not  refufe  him  the  merit  of 
painting,  in  lively  colours,  the  murder  of 
Gontharis.  One  of  the  afiafiins  uttered  a 
fentiment  rot  unworthy  of  a Roman  patriot: 
*'  If  I fail,”  faid  Artafires,  **  in  the  firft  ftroke, 

•*  kill  me  on  the  fpot,  left  the  rack  fhould  ex- 
" tort  a difeovery  of  my  accomplices.’* 


* The  Moorifh  wars  are  occafionally  intro- 
duced into  the  narrative  of  Procopius  (Van- 
dal. 1.  ii.  c.  19 — 25.  25.  27,  28.  Gothic. 
1.  iv.  c.  17.);  and  Tho  phancs  adds  fome 
profperou*  and  adverfe  c\  ent:  in  the  lart  year# 
of  juflinian.  s 
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C xl  m P-  Adrumetum  *n  allies,  lie  calmly  admoniflied  tlie  emperor  that 

, > the  peace  of  Africa  might  be  fecured  by  the  recall  of  Solomon  and 

his  unworthy  nephews.  The  exarch  led  forth  his  troops  from  Car- 
thage : but,  at  the  diftancc  of  fix  days  journey,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tcbefte4,  he  was  aftoniflied  by  the  fuperior  numbers  and 
fierce  afpedt  of  the  Barbarians.  He  propofed  a treaty ; folicited  a 
reconciliation ; and  offered  to  bind  himfelf  by  the  mod  folemn  oaths. 
“ By  what  oaths  can  he  bind  himfelf?”  interrupted  the  indignant 
Moors.  “ Will  he  fwcar  by  the  gofpels,  the  divine  books  of  the 
“ Chriflians  ? It  was  on  thofe  books  that  the  faith  of  his  nephew 
“ Sergius  was  pledged  to  eighty  of  our  innocent  and  unfortunate 
“ brethren.  Before  we  truft  them  a fecond  time,  let  us  try  their 
“ efficacy  in  the  chaftifcment  of  perjury  and  the  vindication  of  their 
“ own  honour.”  Their  honour  was  vindicated  in  the  field  of  Te- 
befte,  by  the  death  of  Solomon,  and  the  total  lofs  of  his  army.  The 
arrival  of  frdh  troops  and  more  fkilful  commanders,  foon  checked 
the  infolence  of  the  Moors  ; feventeen  of  their  princes  were  flain  in 
the  fame  battle  } and  the  doubtful  and  tranfient  fubmiffion  of  their 
tribes  was  celebrated  with  laviffi  applaufe  by  the  people  of  Con- 
flantinople.  Succeffive  inroads  had  reduced  the  province  of  Africa 
to  one  third  of  the  meafure  of  Italy ; yet  the  Roman  emperors  con- 
tinued to  reign  above  a century  over  Carthage,  and  the  fruitful  coaft 
of  the  Mediterranean.  But  the  victories  and  the  Ioffes  of  Juftinian 
were  alike  pernicious  to  mankind  ; and  fuch  was  the  defolation  of 
Africa,  that  in  many  parts  a ftranger  might  wander  whole  days 


4 Now  Tibelh,  in  the  kingdom  of  Algiers. 
It  is  watered  by  a river,  the  Sujerafs,  which 
falls  into  the  Mejerda  ( Bagradas).  Tibelh 
is  Hill  remarkable  for  its  walls  of  large  Hones 
(like  the  Colifeum  of  Rome),  a fountain, 
amU  a grove  of  walnut-trees : the  country  is 
fruitful,  and  the  neighbouring  Berebercs  are 


warlike.  It  appears  from  an  inscription, 
that,  under  the  reign  of  Adrian,  the  road 
from  Carthage  to  TebeHe  was  conftru&ed  by 
the  third  legion  (Marmot,  Description  de 
l’Afrique,  tom.  ii.  p.  442,  443.  Shaw's 
Travels,  p.  64,  65,  66.). 
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without  meeting  the  face  either  of  a friend  or  an  enemy.  The 
nation  of  the  Vandals  had  difappeared  : they  once  amounted  to  an 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  warriors,  without  including  the  children, 
the  women,  or  the  flaves.  Their  numbers  were  infinitely  furpafled 
by  the  number  of  the  Moorifli  families  extirpated  in  a relentlefs 
war ; and  the  fame  deflrudion  was  retaliated  on  the  Romans  and 
their  allies,  who  perilhed  by  the  climate,  their  mutual  quarrels,  and 
the  rage  of  the  Barbarians.  When  Procopius  firft  landed,  he  ad- 
mired the  populoufnefs  of  the  cities  and  country,  ftrenuoufly  ex- 
erdfed  in  the  labours  of  commerce  and  agriculture.  In  lefs  than 
twenty  years,  that  bul'y  feene  was  converted  into  a filent  folitude ; 
the  wealthy  citizens  efcaped  to  Sicily  and  Conftantinople  ; and  the 
fecret  hiftorian  has  confidently  affirmed,  that  five  millions  of  Afri- 
cans were  confumed  by  the  wars  and  government  of  the  emperor 
Juftinian*. 

The  jealoufy  of  the  Byzantine  court  had  not  permitted  Belifarius 
to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Italy  : and  his  abrupt  departure  revived 
the  courage  of  the  Goths",  who  refpedted  his  genius,  his  virtue,  and 
even  the  laudable  motive  which  had  urged  the  fervant  of  Juftinian 
to  deceive  and  rejedt  them.  They  had  loft'  their  king  (an  incon- 
fiderable  lofs),  their  capital,  their  treafures,  the  provinces  from  Sicily 
to  the  Alps,  and  the  military  force  of  two  hundred  thoufand  Bar- 
barians, magnificently  equipped  with  horfes  and  arms.  Yet  all 
was  not  loft,  as  long  as  Pavia  was  defended  by  one  thoufand  Goths, 
infpired  by  a fenfe  of  honour,  the  love  of  freedom,  and  the  memory 
of  their  paft  greatnefs.  The  fupreme  command  was  unanimoufly 


» Procopius,  Anecdot.  c.  18.  The  fence 
of  the  African  hillory  alteftj  this  melancholy 
truth. 

• In  the  fecond  (e.  30.)  and  third  books 
(c.  t — 40.),  Procopius  continues  the  hiftory 
of  the  Gothic  war  from  the  fifth  to  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  Juftinian.  As  the  events  are 

13 

o 

« 


lefs  interefling  than  in  the  former  period,  he 
allots  only  half  the  fpacc  to  double  the  time. 
Jornandes,  and  the  Chronicle  of  Mareellinu!, 
afford  fome  collateral  hints.  Sigonius,  Pagi, 
Moratori,  Mafcou,  and  Dc  Buat,  are  ufcful. 
and  have  been  ufed. 
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offered  to  the  brave  Uraias ; and  it  was  in  his  eyes  alone  that  the 
difgrace  of  his  uncle  Vitiges  could  appear  as  a reafon  of  exclufion. 
His  voice  inclined  the  election  in  favour  of  Hildibald,  whofe  per- 
fonal  merit  was  recommended  by  the  vain  hope  that  his  kinfman 
Theudes,  the  Spanifh  monarch,  would  fupport  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  the  Gothic  nation.  The  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  Liguria  and 
Venetia  feemed  to  juflify  their  choice ; but  he  foon  declared  to 
the  world,  that  he  was  incapable  of  forgiving  or  commanding  his 
benefactor.  The  confort  of  Hildibald  was  deeply  wounded  by  the 
beauty,  the  riches,  and  the  pride  of  the  wife  of  Uraias ; and  the 
death  of  that  virtuous  patriot  excited  the  indignation  of  a free  peo- 
ple. A bold  aflaflin  executed  their  fentcnce,  by  ftriking  off  the 
head  of  Hildibald  in  the  midft  of  a banquet : the  Rugians,  a foreign 
tribe,  affutned  the  privilege  of  election  ; and  Totila,  the  nephew  of 
the  late  king,  was  tempted,  by  revenge,  to  deliver  himfelf  and  the 
garrifon  of  Trevigo  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans.  But  the  gal- 
lant and  accomplifhed  youth  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  prefer  the 
Gothic  throne  before  the  fervice  of  Juftinian ; and  as  foon  as  the 
palace  of  Pavia  had  been  purified  from  the  Rugian  ufurper,  he  re- 
viewed the  national  force  of  five  thoufand  foldiers,  and  generoufly 
undertook  the  refloration  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

The  fucceffors  of  Belifarius,  eleven  generals  of  equal  rank,  ne- 
glected to  crufh  the  feeble  and  difunited  Goths,  till  they  were  roufed 
•to  aClion  by  the  progrefs  of  Totila  and  the  reproaches  of  Juftinian. 
The  gates  of  Verona  were  fecretly  opened  to  Artabazus,  at  the  head 
of  one  hundred  Perfians  in  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  The  Goths  fled 
from  the  city.  At  the  diftance  of  fixty  furlongs  the  Roman  generals 
halted  to  regulate  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil.  While  they  difputcd,  the 
enemy  difeovered  the  real  number  of  the  victors  : the  Perfians  were 
inftantly  overpowered,  and  it  was  by  leaping  from  the  wall  that  Ar- 
tabazus preferved  a life  which  he  loll  in  a few  days  by  the  lance  of 
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a Barbarian,  who  had  defied  him  to  Tingle  combat.  Twenty  thou-  c ^ a p. 

fand  Romans  encountered  the  forces  of  Totila,  near  Faenza,  and  , > 

on  the  hills  of  Mugello,  of  the  Florentine  territory.  The  ardour  of 
freedmen,  who  fought  to  regain  their  country,  was  oppofed  to  the 
languid  temper  of  mercenary  troops,  who  were  even  defiitute  of 
the  merits  of  ftrong  and  well-difciplined  fervitude.  On  the  firfi 
attack  they  abandoned  their  enfigns,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
difperfed  on  all  fides  with  an  active  fpeed,  which  abated  the  lofs, 
whilfi  it  aggravated  the  Ihame,  of  their  defeat.  The  king  of  the 
Goths,  who  bluffied  for  the  bafenefs  of  his  enemies,  purfued  with 
•rapid  fteps  the  path  of  honour  and  victory.  Totila  palled  the  Po, 
traverfed  die  Apennine,  fufpended  the  important  conqucR  of  Ra- 
venna, Florence,  and  Rome,  and  marched  through  the  heart  of 
Italy,  to  form  the  fiege,  or  rather  the  blockade,  of  Naples.  The 
Roman  chiefs,  imprisoned  in  their  refpe£tive  cities,  and  accufing 
each  other  of  the  common  difgrace,  did  not  prefume  to  difiurb  his 
enterprife.  But  the  emperor,  alarmed  by  the  difirefs  and  danger  of 
his  Italian  conquefts,  difpatchcd  to  the  relief  of  Naples  a fleet  of 
gallies  and  a body  of  Thracian  and  Armenian  foldiers.  They  land- 
ed in  Sicily,  which  yielded  its  copious  flores  of  provifions ; but  the 
delays  of  the  new  commander,  an  unwarlike  magiflratc,  protra&ed 
the  fufferings  of  the  befieged;  and  the  fuccours,  which  he  dropt 
with  a timid  and  tardy  hand,  were  fucceflively  intercepted  by  the 
armed  veflels  Rationed  by  Totila  in  the  bay  of  Naples.  The  princi- 
pal officer  of  the  Romans  was  dragged,  with  a rope  round  his  neck, 
to  the  foot  of  the  wall,  from  whence,  with  a trembling  voice,  he 
exhorted  the  citizens  to  implore,  like  himfclf,  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
queror. They  requcRcd  a truce,  with  a promife  of  furrendcring 
the  city,  if  no  effectual  relief  Ihould  appear  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days.  InRead  of  one  month,  the  audacious  Barbarian  granted  them 
tbrcey  in  the  juR  confidence  that  famine  would  anticipate  the  term  of 
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their  capitulation.  After  the  reduction  of  Naples  and  Cumx,  the 
provinces  of  Lucania,  Apulia,  and  Calabria,  fubmitted  to  the  king 
of  the  Goths.  Totila  led  his  army  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  pitched 
his  camp  at  Tibur,  or  Tivoli,  within  twenty  miles  of  the  capital, 
and  calmly  exhorted  the  fenate  and  people  to  compare  the  tyranny 
of  the  Greeks  with  the  blefiings  of  the  Gothic  reign. 

The  rapid  fuccefs  of  Totila  may  be  partly  aferibed  to  the  revolu- 
tion which  three  years  experience  had  produced  in  the  fentiments 
of  the  Italians.  At  the  command,  or  at  leaft  in  the  name,  of  a 
Catholic  emperor,  the  pope7,  their  fpiritual  father,  had  been  torn 
from  the  Roman  church,  and  either  flarved  or  murdered  on  a de- 
folatc  ifland '.  The  virtues  of  Bclifarius  were  replaced  by  the  va- 
rious or  uniform  vices  of  eleven  chiefs,  at  Rome,  Ravenna,  Florence, 
Perugia,  Spolcto,  &c.  who  abufed  their  authority  for  the  indulgence 
of  lull  or  avarice.  The  improvement  of  the  revenue  was  committed 
to  Alexander,  a lubtle  feribe,  long  practifed  in  the  fraud  and  oppref- 
fion  of  the  Byzantine  fchools ; and  whofe  name  of  Pfallidion,  the 
fctjfars  *,  was  drawn  from  the  dextrous  artifice  with  which  he  re- 
duced the  fize,  without  defacing  the  figure,  of  the  gold  coin. 
Inflead  of  expeding  the  reftoration  of  peace  and  induftry,  he  im- 
pofed  an  heavy  aflefiment  on  the  fortunes  of  the  Italians.  Yet  his 
prefent  or  future  demands  were  lefs  odious  than  a profecution  of 
arbitrary  rigour  againft  the  perfons  and  property  of  all  thofe,  who, 
under  the  Gothic  kings,  had  been  concerned  in  the  receipt  and  ex- 


7 Sylvcrius,  bifhop  of  Rome,  was  firft 
tranfported  to  Patara,  in  Lycia,  and  at  length 
llirvcd  (fub  eorum  cullodia  inedia  confedtus) 
in  the  iflc  of  Palmaria,  A.  D.  53S.  June  20 
(Litem.  in  Brrviar.  c.  22.  Anaflafius,  in 
Sylverio.  Baronius,  A.  D.  540.  Na  2,  3. 
Pagi,  in  Vit.  Pont.  tom.  i.  p.  285,  286.). 
Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  1.)  accufe*  only  the 
emprefj  and  Antonina. 


9 Palmaria,  a fraall  ifland,  oppofite  to  Ter- 
rain a and  the  coaft  of  the  Volfd  (Oliver. 
Ital.  Antiq.  1.  iii.  c.  7.  p.  1014.). 

9 As  the  Logothete  Alexander,  and  tnoft 
of  his  civil  and  military  colleagues,  were 
either  difgraced  or  defpifed,  the  ink  of  the 
Anecdotes  (c.  4,  5.  18.)  is  fcarcely  blacker 
than  that  of  the  Gothic  Hiftory  (1.  iii.  c.  1. 
3,  4.  9.  20,  21,  Sec.). 
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penditure  of  the  public  money.  The  fubjefts  of  Juftinian,  who 
efcaped  thefe  partial  vexations,  were  opprefled  by  the  irregular  main- 
tenance of  the  foldicrs,  whom  Alexander  defrauded  and  defpifed ; 
and  their  hafty  Tallies  in  queft  of  wealth,  or  fubiiftence,  provoked 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  await  or  implore  their  deliverance 
from  the  virtues  of  a Barbarian.  Totila'°  was  chafle  and  temperate; 
and  none  were  deceived,  either  friends  or  enemies,  who  depended 
on  his  faith  or  his  clemency.  To  the  hufbandmen  of  Itaiy  the 
Gothic  king  ilTued  a welcome  proclamation,  enjoining  them  to  pur- 
fue  their  important  labours,  and  to  reft  allured,  that,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ordinary  taxes,  they  fhould  be  defended  by  his  valour 
and  difciplinc  from  the  injuries  of  war.  The  ftrong  towns  he  fuc- 
ceftively  attacked  ; and  as  foon  as  they  had  yielded  to  his  arms,  he 
demolilhed  the  fortifications ; to  fave  the  people  from  the  calamities 
of  a future  fiege,  to  deprive  the  Romans  of  the  arts  of  defence,  and 
to  decide  the  tedious  quarrel  of  the  two  nations,  by  an  equal  and 
honourable  conflict  in  the  field  of  battle.  The  Roman  captives  and 
deferters  were  tempted  to  enlift  in  the  fervice  of  a liberal  and  cour- 
teous adverfary ; the  Haves  were  attra&cd  by  the  firm  and  faithful 
promife,  that  they  fhould  never  be  delivered  to  their  mafters ; and 
from  the  thoufand  warriors  of  Pavia,  a new  people,  under  the  fame 
appellation  of  Goths,  was  infenfibly  formed  in  the  camp  of  Totila. 
He  fincerely  accomplifhed  the  articles  of  capitulation,  without  feek- 
ing  or  accepting  any  finifter  advantage  from  ambiguous  exprelfions 
or  unforefeen  events : the  garrifon  of  Naples  had  ftipulated,  that 
they  fhould  be  tranfported  by  fca  ; the  obftinacy  of  the  winds  pre- 
vented their  voyage,  but  they  were  generoufiy  fupplied  with  horfes, 
provifions,  and  a fafe-conduift  to  the  gates  of  Rome.  The  wives  of 

10  Procopius  (1.  lit.  c.  2. 3,  &c.)  does  ample  were  happy  to  forget  the  vices  of  theircountry- 
and  willing  juAice  to  the  meritof  Totila.  The  men  in  the  contemplation  of  Barbaric  virtue. 
Roman  hiilorians,  from  Salluft  and  Tacitus, 
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C H A P.  the  fenators,  who  had  been  furprifed  in  the  villas  of  Campania, 
XLilU  7 • 

. . were  reftored,  without  a ranfom,  to  their  hufbands  ; the  violation  of 

female  chaftity  was  inexorably  chadifed  with  death ; and,  in  the  fa- 
lutary  regulation  of  the  diet  of  the  famiihed  Neapolitans,  the  con- 
queror afTumed  the  office  of  an  humane  and  attentive  phyfician. 
The  virtues  of  Totila  are  equally  laudable,  whether  they  proceeded 
from  true  policy,  religious  principle,  or  the  indinCi  of  humanity : 
he  often  harangued  his  troops ; and  it  was  his  conftant  theme,  that 
national  vice  and  ruin  are  infeparably  conne&ed ; that  victory  is 
the  fruit  of  moral  as  well  as  military  virtue  ; and  that  the  prince, 
and  even  the  people,  are  refponfible  for  the  crimes  which  they  ne- 
gleCt  to  punifh. 

Second  com-  The  return  of  Belifarius  to  fave  the  country  which  he  had  fub- 

"firfne in'  dued,  was  prcfled  with  equal  vehemence  by  his  friends  and  enemies  ; 

lu|y>  „ and  the  Gothic  war  was  impofed  as  a trad  or  an  exile  on  the  ve- 

A.  D.  4 

544—548.  teran  commander.  An  hero  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  a flave 
in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople,  he  accepted,  with  reluctance,  the 
painful  tafk  of  lupporting  his  own  reputation,  and  retrieving  the 
faults  of  his  fucceflors.  The  fea  was  open  to  the  Romans : the 
fhips  and  foldiers  were  aflembled  at  Salona,  near  the  palace  of  Dio- 
cletian ; he  refreffied  and  reviewed  his  troops  at  Pola  in  Iflria, 
coafled  round  the  head  of  the  Hadriatic,  entered  the  port  of  Ra- 
venna, and  difpatched  orders,  rather  than  fupplies,  to  the  fubordi- 
nate  cities.  His  fird  public  oration  was  addrefled  to  the  Goths  and 
Romans,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  who  had  fufpended  for  a 
while  the  conqucft  of  Perfia,  and  liflened  to  the  prayers  of  his  Ita- 
lian fubjedts.  He  gently  touched  on  the  caufes  and  the  authors  of 
the  recent  difafters ; driving  to  remove  the  fear  of  punifhment  for 
the  pad,  and  the  hope  of  impunity  for  the  future,  and  labouring, 
with  more  zeal  than  fuccefs,  to  unite  all  the  members  of  his  govern- 
ment in  a firm  league  of  affe&ion  and  obedience.  Judinian,  his 
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gracious  mailer,  was  inclined  to  pardon  and  reward  ; and  it  was 
their  intereft,  as  well  as  duty,  to  reclaim  their  deluded  brethren,  who 
had  been  fcduced  by  the  arts  of  the  ufurper.  Not  a man  was 
tempted  to  defert  the  ftandard  of  the  Gothic  king.  Bclifarius  foon 
difcovercd,  that  he  was  fent  to  remain  the  idle  and  impotent  fpedta- 
tor  of  the  glory  of  a young  Barbarian ; and  his  own  epiftle  exhibits 
a genuine  and  lively  pi&ure  of  the  diftrefs  of  a noble  mind.  “ Mod 
“ excellent  prince,  we  are  arrived  in  Italy,  deftitute  of  all  the  ne- 
“ ceflary  implements  of  war,  men,  horfes,  arms,  and  money.  In 
our  late  circuit  through  the  villages  of  Thrace  and  Illyricum,  we 
*4  have  colle&ed,  with  extreme  difficulty,  about  four  thoufand  re- 
“ cruits,  naked,  and  unfkilled  in  the  ufe  of  weapons  and  the  ex- 
**  ercifcs  of  the  camp.  The  foldiers  already  Rationed  in  the  pro- 
“ vince  are  difcontented,  fearful,  and  difmayed ; at  the  found  of 
**  an  enemy,  they  difmifs  their  horfes,  and  call  their  arms  on  the 
“ ground.  No  taxes  can  be  raifed,  fince  Italy  is  in  the  hands  of 
“ the  Barbarians  : the  failure  of  payment  ha3  deprived  us  of  the 
“ right  of  command,  or  even  of  admonition.  Be  allured,  dread  fir, 
“ that  the  greater  part  of  your  troops  have  already  del'erted  to  the 
“ Goths.  If  the  war  could  be  atchieved  by  the  prefence  of  Belifa- 
“ rius  alone,  your  wilhes  are  fatisfied  ; Belifarius  is  in  the  midft  of 
“ Italy.  But  if  you  defire  to  conquer,  far  other  preparations  are 
“ requifite ; without  a military  force,  the  title  of  general  is  an  empty 
“ name.  It  would  be  expedient  to  reftorc  to  my  fervice  my  own 
“ veterans  and  domettic  guards.  Before  I can  take  the  field,  I 
“ mull  receive  an  adequate  fupply  of  light  and  heavy  armed  troops ; 
“ and  it  is  only  with  ready  money  that  you  can  procure  the  indif- 
“ pcnfable  aid  of  a powerful  body  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Huns".” 


11  Procopiuj,  I.  iii.  c.  i*.  The  foul  of  an  afls  with  the  elaborate  and  often  empty 
hero  it  deeply  imprelTcd  on  the  letter  ; nor  fpeechcs  of  the  Byzantine  hillorians. 
can  we  confound  fuch  genuine  and  original 
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fieged  by  the 
Goth  i, 

A.  D.  546, 
May. 


An  officer  in  whom  Belilarius  confided  was  fent  from  Ravenna  to 
haften  and  condu&  the  fuccours ; but  the  meflage  was  negledtcd, 
and  the  mefienger  was  detained  at  Conftantinoplc  by  an  advan- 
tageous marriage.  After  his  patience  had  been  exhaufted  by  delay 
and  difappointment,  the  Roman  general  repaired  the  Hadriatic,  and 
expected  at  Dyrrachium  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  which  were  llowly 
aficmblcd  among  the  fubje&s  and  allies  of  the  empire.  His  powers 
were  Hill  inadequate  to  the  deliverance  of  Rome,  which  was  elofely 
befieged  by  the  Gothic  king.  The  Appian  way,  a march  of  forty 
days,  was  covered  by  the  Barbarians  ; and  as  the  prudence  of  Bcli- 
farius  declined  a battle,  he  preferred  the  fafe  and  fpeedy  navigation 
of  five  days  from  the  coaft  of  Epirus  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber. 

After  reducing  by  force,  or  treaty,  the  towns  of  inferior  note  in 
the  midland  provinces  of  Italy,  Totila  proceeded,  not  to  alTault,  but 
to  encompafs  and  ftarve  the  ancient  capital.  Rome  was  afflidted  by 
the  avarice,  and  guarded  by  the  valour,  of  Bellas,  a veteran  chief 
of  Gothic  extraction,  who  filled,  with  a garrifon  of  three  thoufand 
foldiers,  the  fpacious  circle  of  her  venerable  walls.  From  the  diftrefs 
of  the  people  he  extracted  a profitable  trade,  and  fecretly  rejoiced 
in  the  continuance  of  the  fiege.  It  was  for  his  ufe  that  the  granaries 
had  been  replenilhed  : the  charity  of  pope  Vigilius  had  purchafed 
and  embarked  an  ample  fupply  of  Sicilian  corn  ; but  the  velTels 
which  efcaped  the  Barbarians  were  feized  by  a rapacious  governor, 
who  imparted  a fcanty  fuftenance  to  the  foldiers,  and  fold  the  re- 
mainder to  the  wealthy  Romans.  The  medimnus,  or  fifth  part  of 
the  quarter  of  wheat,  was  exchanged  for  feven  pieces  of  gold  ; fifty 
pieces  were  given  for  an  ox,  a rare  and  accidental  prize ; the  pro- 
grefs  of  famine  enhanced  this  exorbitant  value,  and  the  mercenaries 
were  tempted  to  deprive  themfelvcs  of  the  allowance  which  was 
fcarcely  fufficicnt  for  the  fupport  of  life.  A taftelefs  and  unwhole- 
fome  mixture,  in  which  the  bran  thrice  exceeded  the  quantity  of 
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flour,  appeafed  the  hunger  of  the  poor;  they  were  gradually  re- 
duced to  feed  on  dead  horfes,  dogs,  cats,  and  mice,  and  eagerly 
to  fnatch  the  grafs,  and  even  the  nettles  which  grew  among  the 
ruins  of  the  city.  A crowd  of  fpedtres,  pale  and  emaciated,  their 
bodies  opprefled  with  difeafe,  and  their  minds  with  defpair,  fur- 
rounded  the  palace  of  the  governor,  urged,  with  unavailing  truth, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  a mailer  to  maintain  his  flaves,  and  humbly 
requeued,  that  he  would  provide  for  their  fubfiflence,  permit  their 
flight,  or  command  their  immediate  execution.  Bcflas  replied,  with 
unfeeling  tranquillity,  that  it  was  impofliblc  to  feed,  unfafe  to  dif- 
mifs,  and  unlawful  to  kill,  the  fubjc&s  of  the  emperor.  Yet  the 
example  of  a private  citizen  might  have  fhewn  his  countrymen  that 
a tyrant  cannot  withhold  the  privilege  of  death.  Pierced  by  the 
cries  of  five  children,  who  vainly  called  on  their  father  for  bread,  he 
ordered  them  to  follow  his  fteps,  advanced  with  calm  and  filcnt  de- 
fpair to  one  of  the  bridges  of  the  Tyber,  and,  covering  his  face, 
threw  himfelf  headlong  into  the  ftream,  in  the  prefence  of  his  fa- 
mily and  the  Roman  people.  To  the  rich  and  pufillanimous,  Betfas'* 
fold  the  permiffion  of  departure  ; but  the  greateft  part  of  the  fugi- 
tives expired  on  the  public  highways,  or  were  intercepted  by  the 
flying  parties  of  Barbarians.  In  the  mean  while,  the  artful  governor 
foothed  the  difeontent,  and  revived  the  hopes,  of  the  Romans,  by 
the  vague  reports  of  the  fleets  and  armies  which  were  haflening  to 
their  relief  from  the  extremities  of  the  Eaft.  They  derived  more 
rational  comfort  from  the  aflurance  that  Belifarius  had  landed  at 
the  port ; "and,  without  numbering  his  forces,  they  firmly  relied  on 
the  humanity,  the  courage,  and  the  fkill  of  their  great  deliverer. 

The  avarice  of  Bcflfas  is  not  diflcmblcd  true  to  the  merits  and  defers  of  his  charac- 
by  Procopius  (I.  iii.  c.  17.  20.).  He  expiated  ter.  The  chaftifentent  which  the  author  of 
the  lofs  of  Rome  by  the  glorious  conqucil  of  the  romance  of  Rrlifairt  has  inflitfed  on  the 
Petrxa  (Goth.  I.  iv.  c.  12.):  but  the  fame  opprcflbr  of  Rome,  is  more  agreeable  to  jullice 
vices  followed  him  from  the  Tyber  to  the  than  10  hiflory* 

Phafis  (c.  13);  and  ike  hiltcrian  is  equally 
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The  forefight  of  Totila  had  raifed  obdacles  worthy  of  fuch  an 
antagonid.  Ninety  furlongs  below  the  city,  in  the  narrowed  part 
of  the  river,  he  joined  the  two  banks  by  drong  and  folid  timbers  in 
the  form  of  a bridge ; on  which  he  erected  two  lofty  towers,  man- 
ned by  the  braved  of  his  Goths,  and  profufely  dored  with  miflile 
weapons  and  engines  of  offence.  The  approach  of  the  bridge  and 
towers  was  covered  by  a drong  and  maffy  chain  of  iron ; and  the 
chain,  at  either  end,  on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  Tyber,  was  de- 
fended by  a numerous  and  chofen  detachment  of  archers.  But  the 
enterprife  of  forcing  thefe  barriers,  and  relieving  the  capital,  difplays 
a fliining  example  of  the  boldnefs  and  conduit  of  Belifarius.  His 
cavalry  advanced  from  the  port  along  the  public  road,  to  awe  the 
motions,  and  didrait  the  attention,  of  the  enemy.  His  infantry 
and  provifions  were  didributed  in  two  hundred  large  boats;  and 
each  boat  was  Auelded  by  an  high  rampart  of  thick  planks,  pierced 
with  many  fmall  holes  for  the  difeharge  of  miflile  weapons.  In  the 
front,  two  large  veflels  were  linked  together  to  fuflain  a floating 
cadle,  which  commanded  the  tower3  of  the  bridge,  and  contained  a 
magazine  of  fire,  fulphur,  and  bitumen.  The  whole  fleet,  which 
the  general  led  in  perfon,  was  laborioufly  moved  againd  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river.  The  chain  yielded  to  their  weight,  and  the  ene- 
mies who  guarded  the  banks  were  either  flain  or  fcattered.  As  foon 
as  they  touched  the  principal  barrier,  the  firc-fhip  was  inflantly 
grappled  to  the  bridge ; one  of  the  towers,  with  two  hundred 
Goths,  was  confumed  by  the  flames  ; the  affailants  fhouted  victory ; 
and  Rome  was  faved,  if  the  wifdom  of  Belifarius  had  not  been 
defeated  by  the  mifconduid  of  his  officers.  He  had  previoufly  fent 
orders  to  Bellas  to  fecond  his  operations  by  a timely  Tally  from  the 
town  ; and  he  had  fixed  his  lieutenant,  Ifaac,  by  a peremptory 
command,  to  the  dation  of  the  port.  But  avarice  rendered  Bellas 
immovable ; while  the  youthful  ardour  of  Ifaac  delivered  him  into 
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the  hands  of  a fuperior  enemy.  The  exaggerated  rumour  of  his  1 
defeat  was  haftily  carried  to  the  ears  of  Belifarius : he  paufed  ; be- 
trayed in  that  finglc  moment  of  his  life  fome  emotions  of  furprife 
and  perplexity ; and  reluctantly  founded  a retreat  to  fave  his  wife 
Antonina,  his  treafures,  and  the  only  harbour  which  he  poffeffed  on 
the  Tufcan  coaft.  The  vexation  of  his  mind  produced  an  ardent 
and  almoft  mortal  fever ; and  Rome  was  left  without  protection  to 
the  mercy  or  indignation  of  Totila.  The  continuance  of  hoftilities 
had  embittered  the  national  hatred  : the  Arian  clergy  w^s  ignomi- 
nioufly  driven  from  Rome ; Pelagius,  the  archdeacon,  returned 
without  fuccefs  from  an  embaflTy  to  the  Gothic  camp  ; and  a Sici- 
lian bifliop,  the  envoy  or  nuncio  of  the  pope,  was  deprived  of  both 
his  hands,  for  daring  to  utter  falfehoods  in  the  fervice  of  the  church 
and  ftate. 

Famine  had  relaxed  the  ftrength  and  difeipline  of  the  garrifon  of 
Rome.  They  could  derive  no  effectual  fervice  from  a dying  peo- 
ple ; and  the  inhuman  avarice  of  the  merchant  at  length  abforbed 
the  vigilance  of  the  governor.  Four  Ifaurian  centinels,  while  their 
companions  flept,  and  their  officers  were  abfent,  defeended  by  a rope 
from  the  wall,  and  fecretly  propofed  to  the  Gothic  king  to  intro- 
duce his  troops  into  the  city.  The  offer  was  entertained  with  cold- 
nefs  and  fufpicion ; they  returned  in  fafety ; they  twice  repeated 
their  vifit ; the  place  was  twice  examined ; the  confpiracy  was 
known  and  difregarded  ; and  no  fooner  had  Totila  confented  to  the 
attempt,  than  they  unbarred  the  Afinarian  gate,  and  gave  admittance 
to  the  Goths.  Till  the  dawn  of  day,  they  halted  in  order  of  battle, 
apprehenfive  of  treachery  or  ambuffi ; but  the  troops  of  Beffas,  with 
their  leader,  had  already  efcaped  ; and  when  the  king  was  preffed 
to  difturb  their  retreat,  he  prudently  replied,  that  no  fight  could  be 
more  grateful  than  that  of  a flying  enemy.  The  patricians,  who 
were  ftill  poffeffed  of  horfes,  Decius,  Bafilius,  &c.  accompanied  the 
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C H A p.  governor ; their  brethren,  among  whom  Olybrius,  Orefles,  and 

Maximus,  arc  named  by  the  hiftorian,  took  refuge  in  the  church 

of  St.  Peter : but  the  afi'crtion,  that  only  five  hundred  perfons  re- 
mained in  the  capital,  infpires  l'ome  doubt  of  the  fidelity  cither  of 
his  narrative  or  of  his  text.  As  foon  as  day-light  had  dilplayed  the 
entire  vi&ory  of  the  Goths,  their  monarch  devoutly  vilited  the 
tomb  of  the  prince  of  the  apofttes  ; but  while  he  prayed  at  the  altar, 
twenty-five  foldiers,  and  fixtv  citizens,  were  put  to  the  fword  in  the 
vefiibulc  of  the  temple.  The  archdeacon  Pelagius”  flood  before 
him  with  the  gofpels  in  his  hand.  “ O Lord,  be  merciful  to  your 
“ fervant.”  “ Pelagius,”  faid  Totila,  with  an  infulting  fmile,  “ your 
“ pride  now  condefcends  to  become  a fuppliant.”  “ I am  a fup- 
“ pliant,”  replied  the  prudent  archdeacon;  “ God  has  now  made 
“ us  your  fubjcdls ; and,  as  your  fubjecls,  we  arc  entitled  to  your 
“ clemency.”  At  his  humble  prayer,  the  lives  of  the  Romans  were 
fpared  ; and  the  chaflity  of  the  maids  and  matrons  was  preferved  in- 
violate from  the  paflions  of  the  hungry  foldiers.  But  they  were 
rewarded  by  the  freedom  of  pillage,  after  the  moll  precious  fpoils 
had  been  referved  for  the  royal  treafury.  The  houfes  of  the  fenators 
were  plentifully  flored  with  gold  and  filvcr ; and  the  avarice  of 
Bellas  had  laboured  with  fo  much  guilt  and  fliame  for  the  benefit 
of  the  conqueror.  In  this  revolution,  the  fons  and  daughters  of 
Roman  confuls  tailed  the  mifery  which  they  had  lpurned  or  re- 
lieved, wandered  in  tattered  garments  through  the  llreets  of  the 
city,  and  begged  their  bread,  perhaps  without  fuccefs,  before  the  gates 
of  their  hereditary  manfions.  The  riches  of  Rufliciana,  the  daughter 
of  Symmachus  and  widow  of  Boethius,  had  been  generoufiy  devoted 

11  Daring  the  long  exile,  .inti  after  the  death  prcdcceflbr.  See  the  original  liver  of  the  pope* 
of  Vtgilius,  the  Roman  church  was  govern-  underthe  namcof  Analtafiu!  (Muratori, Script, 
ed.  at  firlt  by  the  archdeacon,  and  at  length  Rer.  Italicaium,  tom.  iii.  P.  i.  p.  150.  131.). 

A.  555)  by  *be  pope  Pelagius.  who  was  who  relates  federal  curious  incidenrs  of  the 
>ct  thought  guiltlcfs  of  the  fufferings  of  his  iirget  of  Rome  and  the  wars  of  Italy. 
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to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  famine.  But  the  Barbarians  were  ex- 
afperated  by  the  report,  that  flie  had  prompted  the  people  to  over- 
throw the  ftatucs  of  the  great  Thcodoric ; and  the  life  of  that  vene- 
rable matron  would  have  been  facrificed  to  his  memory,  if  Totila 
had  not  refpeCted  her  birth,  her  virtues,  and  even  the  pious  motive 
of  her  revenge.  The  next  day  he  pronounced  two  orations,  to  con- 
gratulate and  admonilh  his  victorious  Goths,  and  to  reproach  the 
fenate,  as  the  vileft  of  flaves,  with  their  perjury,  folly,  and  ingrati- 
tude ; fternly  declaring,  that  their  eftates  and  honours  were  juflly 
forfeited  to  the  companions  of  his  arms.  Yet  he  confented  to  for- 
give their  revolt,  and  the  fenators  repaid  his  clemency  by  dilpatch- 
ing  circular  letters  to  their  tenants  and  vaffals  in  the  provinces  of 
Italy,  ftriCUy  to  enjoin  them  to  defert  the  ftandard  of  the  Greeks, 
to  cultivate  their  lands  in  peace,  and  to  learn  from  their  mailers  the 
duty  of  obedience  to  a Gothic  fovereign.  Againft  the  city  which 
had  fo  long  delayed  the  courfc  of  his  victories  he  appeared  inexo- 
rable : one-third  of  the  walls,  in  different  parts,  were  demolilhed  by 
his  command  ; fire  and  engines  prepared  to  confume  or  fubvert  the 
molt  flately  works  of  antiquity ; and  the  world  was  aftonilhed  by 
the  fatal  decree,  that  Rome  fhould  be  changed  into  a palture  for 
cattle.  The  firm  and  temperate  remonftrance  of  Belifarius  fuf- 
pended  the  execution ; he  warned  the  Barbarian  not  to  fully  his 
fame  by  the  deftruCtion  of  thofe  monuments  which  were  the  glory 
of  the  dead,  and  the  delight  of  the  living ; and  Totila  was  perfuaded, 
by  the  advice  of  an  enemy,  to  preferve  Rome  as  the  ornament  of 
his  kingdom,  or  the  faireft  pledge  of  peace  and  reconciliation.  When 
he  had  fignified  to  the  ambaffadors  of  Belifarius,  his  intention  of 
fparing  the  city,  he  Rationed  an  army  at  the  difiance  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  furlongs,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  Roman  general. 
With  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  he  marched  into  Lucania  and 
Vol.  IV.  P p Apulia, 
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C XLm  P Apulia,  an^  occupied  on  the  fummit  of  mount  Garganus'4  one  of 
«,  1 the  camps  of  Hannibal”.  The  fcnators  were  dragged  in  his  train, 

and  afterwards  confined  in  the  fortrefles  of  Campania : the  citizens, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  were  dilperfed  in  exile  ; and  dur- 
ing forty  days  Rome  was  abandoned  to  defolate  and  dreary  foli- 
tude 


The  lofs  of  Rome  was  fpeedily  retrieved  by  an  aSion,  to  which, 
according  to  the  event,  the  public  opinion  would  apply  the  names 
of  rafhnefs  or  heroifm.  After  the  departure  of  Totila,  the  Roman 
general  {allied  from  the  port  at  the  head  of  a thoufand  horfe,  cut 
in  pieces  the  enemy  who  oppofed  his  progrefs,  and  vifited  with 
pity  and  reverence  the  vacant  fpace  of  the  eternal  city.  Rcfolved 
to  maintain  a Ration  fo  confpicuous  in  the  eyes  of  mankind,  he 
fummoned  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops  to  the  ftandard  which  he 
ereckil  on  the  Capitol : the  old  inhabitants  were  recalled  by  the 
love  of  their  country  and  the  hopes  of  food  ; and  the  keys  of 
Rome  were  fent,  a fecond  time,  to  the  emperor  Juftinian.  The 
walls,  as  far  as  they  had  been  demolilhed  by  the  Goths,  were  re- 
paired with  rude  and  dillimilar  materials ; the  ditch  was  reftored  j 
iron  fpikes”  were  profufely  fcattered  in  the  highways  to  annoy  the 


'♦  Mount  Garganus,  now  Monte  St.  An-  cvertit  muros  domos  aliquantas  igni  eombu- 
gelo,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  runs  three  rens,  ac  omnes  Romanorum  res  in  prtedam 
hundred  Itadia  into  the  Adriatic  fca  (Strab.  acccpir,  hos  ip los  Romanos  in  Campaniam 
1.  vi.  p.  436.),  and  in  the  darker  ages  was  iU  captivos  abduxit.  Poft  quam  dcvaftati©nemr 
lullratcd  by  the  apparition,  miracles,  and  xl  aut  amplius  dies,  Roma  fuit  ita  defoiata, 
church  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel.  Ho-  ut  nemo  ibi  hominum,  nifi  (mdhtt)  bedue 
race,  a native  of  Apulia  or  Lucania,  had  Teen  moraientur  (Marcellin.  in  Chron.  p.  54  ). 
the  elms  and  oaks  of  Garganus  labouring  and  17  The  tribuli  are  fmall  engines  with  four 
bellowing  with  the  north  wind  that  btewon  that  fpikes,  one  fixed  in  the  ground,  the  three 
lofty  coaft  (Carm.  ii.  9.  E pill.  ii.  i,  201.).  others  creA  or  adverfe  (Procopius,  Gothic. 

1 cannot  a Certain  this  particular  camp  1.  iii.  c.  24.  Jull.  Lipfius,  PoliorccG,.  I.  v. 
of  Hannibal  ; but  the  Punic  quarters  were  c.  3.).  The  metaphor  was  borrowed  from 
long  and  often  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arpi  the  tribuli  (land  cahrtpt)%  an  herb  with  a 
(T.  Liv.  xxii.  9.  12.  x»v.  3,  &c.).  prickly  fruit,  common  in  Italy  (Martin,  ad 

14  Totila ....  Romam  ingreditor , « . . ac  Virgil.  Georgic.  i.  153.  vol,  ii.  p.  33.). 
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feet  of  the  horfes ; and  as  new  gates  could  not  fuddenly  be  procured,  c p. 

the  entrance  was  guarded  by  a Spartan  rampart  of  his  braved  foldiera.  < v > 

At  the  expiration  of  twenty-five  days,  Totila  returned  by  hady 
marches  from  Apulia,  to  avenge  the  injury  and  difgrace.  Belifarius 
expected  his  approach.  The  Goths  were  thrice  repulfed  in  three 
general  affaults ; they  lod  the  fiower  of  their  troops ; the  royal 
dandard  had  almod  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fame 
of  Totila  funk,  as  it  had  rifcn,  with  the  fortune  of  his  arms.  What- 
ever fkill  and  courage  could  atchieve,  had  been  performed  by  the 
Roman  general : it  remained  only,  that  Judinian  fhould  terminate, 
by  a drong  and  feafonable  effort,  the  war  which  he  had  ambitioufiy 
undertaken.  The  indolence,  perhaps  the  impotence,  of  a prince 
who  defpifed  his  enemies,  and  envied  his  fervants,  protracted  the 
calamities  of  Italy.  After  a long  filence,  Belifarius  was  commanded 
to  leave  a fufficicnt  garrifon  at  Rome,  and  to  tranfport  himfelf  into 
the  province  of  Lucania,  whofe  inhabitants,  inflamed  by  Catholic 
zeal,  had  cad  away  the  yoke  of  their  Arian  conquerors.  In  this 
ignoble  warfare,  the  hero,  invincible  againd  the  power  of  the  Bar- 
barians, was  bafely  vanquifhed  by  the  delay,  the  difobcdience,  and  the 
cowardice  of  his  own  officers.  He  repofed  in  his  winter-quarters  of 
Crotona,  in  the  full  affurance,  that  the  two  paffes  of  the  Lucanian  hills 
were  guarded  by  his  cavalry.  They  were  betrayed  by  treachery  or 
weaknefs  ; and  the  rapid  march  of  the  Goths  fcarcely  allowed  time 
for  the  efcape  of  Belifarius  to  the  coad  of  Sicily.  At  length  'a  fleet 
and  army  were  affemblcd  for  the  relief  of  Rufcianum,  or  Roffano", 
a fortrefs  fixty  furlongs  from  the  ruins  of  Sybaris,  where  the  nobles 
of  Lucania  had  taken  refuge.  In  the  fird  attempt,  the  Roman  forces 

,s  Rufcia,  the  na'vaUTbkriorMm,  was  tranf-  eflate  of  the  duke  of  Corigliano  (Riedefcl. 
fcrrrd  10  (he  diftanc*  of  fixty  lladia  10  Rufci-  Traveli  into  Magna  Grxtia  and  Sicily,  p.  166 
antim,  Roflano,  an  archbifhopric  without  fuf-  — 171.). 
fragans.  The  republic  of  Sybam  ii  now  the 
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were  diffipated  by  a florm.  In  the  fecond  they  approached  the 
fliorc ; but  they  faw  the  hills  covered  with  archers,  the  landing- 
place  defended  by  a line  of  fpears,  and  the  king  of  the  Goths  im- 
patient for  battle.  The  conqueror  of  Italy  retired  with  a figh,  and 
continued  to  languifh,  inglorious  and  inadlive,  till  Antonina,  who 
had  been  fent  to  Conflantinople  to  folidt  fuccours,  obtained,  after 
the  death  of  the  emprefs,  the  permiflion  of  his  return. 

The  five  laft  campaigns  of  Belifarius  might  abate  the  envy  of  his 
competitors,  whofe  eyes  had  been  dazzled  and  wounded  by  the  blaze 
of  his  former  glory.  Irtflead  of  delivering  Italy  from  the  Goths,  he 
had  wandered  like  a fugitive  along  the  coaft,  without  daring  to 
inarch  into  the  country,  or  to  accept  the  bold  and  repeated  challenge 
of  Totila.  Yet  in  the  judgment  of  the  few  who  could  diferiminate 
counfels  from  events,  and  compare  the  inllrumcnts  with  the  execution, 
he  appeared  a more  confummate  mailer  of  the  art  of  war,  than  in 
the  feafon  of  his  profperity,  when  he  prefented  two  captive  kings 
before  the  throne  of  Jullinian.  The  valour  of  Belifarius  was  not 
chilled  by  age ; his  prudence  was  matured  by  experience,  but  the 
moral  virtues  of  humanity  and  juftice  feem  to  have  yielded  to  the 
hard  neceflity  of  the  times.  The  parfimony  or  poverty  of  the  em- 
peror compelled  him  to  deviate  from  the  rule  of  conduct  which 
had  deferved  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  Italians.  The  war  was 


maintained  by  the  oppreffion  of  Ravenna,  Sicily,  and  all  the  faithful 
fubjedls  of  the  empire ; and  the  rigorous  profecution  of  Herodian 
provoked  that  injured  or  guilty  officer  to  deliver  Spoleto  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  avarice  of  Antonina,  which  had  been  foine- 
times  diverted  by  love,  now  reigned  without  a rival  in  her  breaft. 
Belifarius  himfelf  had  always  underftood,  that  riches,  in  a corrupt 
age,  are  the  fupport  and  ornament  of  pcrfonal  merit.  And  it  can- 
not be  prefumed  that  he  fhould  ftain  his  honour  for  the  public 
fervice,  without  applying  a part  of  the  fpoil  to  his  private  emolu- 


ment. 
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mcnt.  The  hero  had  cfcaped  the  fword  of  the  Barbarians,  but  the  CHAP. 

. . XL11I. 

dagger  of  confpiracy”  awaited  his  return.  In  the  mid  ft  of  wealth  . - 

and  honours,  Artaban,  who  had  chaftifcd  the  African  tyrant,  com- 
plained of  the  ingratitude  of  courts.  He  afpircd  to  Prayeda,  the 
emperor’s  niece,  who  wiflied  to  reward  her  deliverer;  but  the  im- 
pediment of  his  previous  marriage  was  afferted  by  the  piety  of 
Theodora.  The  pride  of  royal  dcfcent  was  irritated  by  flattery  ; 
and  the  fervice  in  which  he  gloried,  had  proved  him  capable  of  bold 
and  fanguinary  deeds.  The  death  of  Judinian  was  refolvcd,  but 
the  confpirators  delayed  the  execution  till  they  could  furprife  Beli- 
farius  dilarmed,  and  naked,  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinoplc.  Not  a 
hope  could  be  entertained  of  fhaking  his  long-tried  fidelity;  and 
they  juflly  dreaded  the  revenge,  or  rather  juflice,  of  the  veteran  ge- 
neral, who  might  fpeedily  afTemble  an  army  in  Thrace  to  punifh  the 
affaffms,  and  perhaps  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  crime.  Delay 
afforded  time  for  rafh  communications  and  honed  confeflions  : 

Artaban  and  his  accomplices  were  condemned  by  the  fenatc,  but  the 
extreme  clemency  of  Judinian  detained  them  in  the  gentle  confine- 
ment of  the  palace,  till  he  pardoned  their  flagitious  attempt  againd 
his  throne  and  life.  If  the  emperor  forgave  his  enemies,  he  mud 
cordially  embrace  a friend  whofc  victories  were  alone  remem- 
bered, and  who  was  endeared  to  his  prince  by  the  recent  cir- 
cumdance  of  their  common  danger.  Belifarius  repofed  from  his 
toils,  in  the  high  dation  of  general  of  the  Ead  and  count  of 
the  domedics  ; and  the  older  confuls  and  patricians  rcfpedtfully 
yielded  the  precedency  of  rank  to  the  peerlefs  merit  of  the  firfi 
of  the  Romans’0.  The  fird  of  the  Romans  dill  fubmitted  to  be 


**  This  confpiracy  is  related  by  Procopius 
(Gothic.  1.  iii.  c.  31,  32.)  with  fuch  freedom 
- and  candour,  that  the  liberty  of  the  Anecdotes 
gives  him  nothing  to  add. 

*°  The  honours  of  Bvlifarius  are  gladly 
commemorated  by  h»  fccrcury  (Procop. 

b 


Goth.  1.  iii.  c.  35.  1.  iv.  c 21.).  The  title 
rf  iii  tranflated,  at  leall  in  this 

inlUncc,  by  prxfe&us  pr&lorio  ; and  to  a mi- 
litary charter,  magifter  militum  is  more  pro- 
per and  applicable  (Ducange,  Olofl*.  Gncc. 
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chap,  the  flave  of  his  wife  ; but  the  fervitude  of  habit  and  affedion  be- 
v_'  ‘ 1 came  lefs  difgraceful  when  the  death  of  Theodora  had  removed  the 

bafer  influence  of  fear.  Joannina  their  daughter,  and  the  foie  heirefs 
of  their  fortunes,  was  betrothed  to  Anaflafius  the  grandfon,  or  rather 
the  nephew,  of  the  emprefs”,  whofc  kind  interpofition  forwarded 
• the  confummation  of  their  youthful  loves.  But  the  power  of  Theo- 
dora expired,  the  parents  of  Joannina  returned,  and  her  honour, 
perhaps  her  happinefs,  were  facrificed  to  the  revenge  of  an  un- 
feeling mother,  who  diflolvcd  the  imperfed  nuptials  before  they 
had  been  ratified  by  the  ceremonies  of  the  church”. 

Rome  »giia  Before  the  departure  of  Belifarius,  Ferufia  was  befieged,  and  few 
Gwh»,by  le  cities  were  impregnable  to  the  Gothic  arms.  Ravenna,  Ancona,  and 
a.d.  5+9.  Crotona,  dill  refilled  the  Barbarians ; and  when  Totila  afked  in  mar- 
riage one  of  the  daughters  of  France,  he  was  flung  by  the  jufl  re- 
proach that  the  king  of  Italy  was  unworthy  of  his  title  till  it  was 
acknowledged  by  the  Roman  people.  Three  thoufand  of  the  bravcfl 
foldiers  had  been  left  to  defend  the  capital.  On  the  fufpicion  of  a 
monopoly,  they  maffacrcd  the  governor,  and  announced  to  Jufli- 
nian,  by  a deputation  of  the  clergy,  that  unlcfs  their  offence  was 
pardoned,  and  their  arrears  were  fatisfied,  they  fhould  inflantly  ac- 
cept the  tempting  offers  of  Totila.  But  the  officer  who  fuccecdcd 
to  the  command  (his  name  was  Diogenes)  deferved  their  eflecra  and 


t 


41  Alemannos  (ad  Hift.  Arcanam,  p.  68.), 
Dacange  (Familiar  Bjzant.  p.  98.),  and  Hei- 
necciin  (Hid.  Juris  Civilis,  p.  434.),  all  three 
reprefent  Anaftafius  as  the  Ton  of  the  daughter 
of  Theodora;  and  their  opinion  firmly  repofes 
on  the  unambiguous  teditnony  of  Procopius 
( Anecdot.  c.  4,  5. — twice  repeated). 
And  yet  I will  remark,  1.  That,  in  the  year 
547,  Theodora  could  fcarcely  have  a grand- 
ion  of  the  age  of  puberty;  2.  That  we  arc 
totally  ignorant  of  this  daughter  and  her 
hufband  ; and,  3.  That  Theodora  concealed 
her  ballards,  and  that  her  grandfon  by  juili- 

o 


nian  would  have  been  heir-apparent  of  the 
empire. 

**  The  */**pr*;**T*,  or  fins,  of  the  hero  in 
Italy  and  after  his  return,  are  manifefted 
•vafH«Xtm>r,  and  mod  probably  fwelled,  by 
the  author  of  the  Anecdotes  (c  4,  5.).  Ti  e 
dffigns  of  Antonina  were  favoured  by  the 
fluduating  jurifprudence  of  Juftinian.  On 
the  law  of  marriage  and  divorce,  that  empe- 
ror was  trocho  verfatilior  (Heinecciu*,  Ele- 
ment. Juris  Civil,  ad  Ordinem  Pandefl.  P.  iv, 
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confidence ; and  the  Goths,  inftead  of  finding  an  cafy  conqucfl,  en-  c HA  P. 
countered  a vigorous  refiftancc  from  the  foldiers  and  people,  who  * 
patiently  endured  the  lofs  of  the  port,  and  of  all  maritime  fupplies. 

The  fiegc  of  Rome  would  perhaps  have  been  raifed,  if  the  liberality 
of  Totila  to  the  Ifaurians  had  not  encouraged  fome  of  their  venal 
countrymen  to  copy  the  example  of  treafon.  In  a dark  night, 
while  the  Gothic  trumpets  founded  on  another  fide,  they  filently 
opened  the  gate  of  St.  Paul : the  Barbarians  ruflied  into  the  city  ; 
and  the  flying  garrifon  was  intercepted  before  they  could  reach  the 
harbour  of  Centumcellx.  A foldier  trained  in  the  fchool  of  Beli- 
farius,  Paul  of  Cilicia,  retired  with  four  hundred  men  to  the  mole 
of  Hadrian.  They  repelled  the  Goths ; but  they  felt  the  approach 
of  famine ; and  their  averfion  to  the  tafte  of  horfe-flefh  confirmed 
their  rcfolution  to  rifk  the  event  of  a defperate  and  decifive  fally. 

But  their  fpirit  infcnfihly  (looped  to  the  offers  of  capitulation : they 
retrieved  their  arrears  of  pay,  and  prefc-rvcd  their  arms  and  horfes, 
by  enlifling  in  the  fervice  of  Totila  j their  chiefs,  who  pleaded  a 
laudable  attachment  to  their  wives  and  children  in  the  Eall,  were 
difmifled  with  honour ; and  above  four  hundred  enemies,  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  fan£tuaries,  were  faved  by  the  clemency  of  the 
vidlor.  He  no  longer  entertained  a v.’ilh  of  dcflroying  the  edifices 
of  Rome  ”,  which  lie  now  reflected  as  the  feat  of  the  Gothic  king- 
dom : the  fenatc  and  people  were  reftored  to  their  country  ; the 
means  of  fubfiftence  were  liberally  provided  ; and  Totila,  in  the  robe 
of  peace,  exhibited  the  equeflrian  games  of  the  circus.  "Whilft  he 
amufed  the  eyes  of  the  multitude,  four  hundred  veffels  were  pre- 
pared for  the  embarkation  of  his  troops.  The  cities  of  Rhegium 

The  Romans  were  ftill  attached  to  the  ferved  entire  in  the  navalia,  near  Monte  Tef- 
monumnus  of  their  ancellors ; and  accord*  tacco,  ac  the  fcot  of  the  Aventice  (Nardini, 
ing  to  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  22.},  the  Roma  Ar.tica,  1.  vii.  c.  9.  p.  466.  Donatos, 
galley  of  vincas,  of  a Angle  rank  of  cars,  Roma  Antiqua,  I.  iv.  c.  13.  p.  334  ).  But 
25  feet  in  bxeadth,  1 10  in  length,  was  pre-  all  antiquity  is  ignorant  of  this  relic. 

b'  and 
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Preparations 
of  juitinian 
for  the 
Gothic  war, 
A.  D. 
549-551* 


and  Tarentum  were  reduced : lie  palled  into  Sicily,  the  object  of 
his  implacable  refentment ; and  the  illand  was  ftripped  of  its  gold 
and  filver,  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  of  an  infinite  number  of 
horfes,  fhcep,  and  oxen.  Sardinia  and  Corfica  obeyed  the  fortune 
of  Italy ; and  the  fea-coalt  of  Greece  was  vifited  by  a fleet  of  three 
hundred  gallics  **.  The  Goths  were  landed  in  Corcyra  and  the  an- 
cient continent  of  Epirus;  they  advanced  as  far  as  Nicopolis,  the 
trophy  of  Auguftus,  and  Dodona ”,  once  famous  by  the  oracle  of 
Jove.  In  every  ftep  of  his  victories,  the  wife  Barbarian  repeated  to 
Juitinian  his  defire  of  peace,  applauded  the  concord  of  their  prede- 
ceflors,  and  offered  to  employ  the  Gothic  arms  in  the  fervice  of  the 
empire. 

Juitinian  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  peace ; but  he  neglected  the 
profccution  of  war ; and  the  indolence  of  his  temper  difappointed 
in  fome  degree  the  obllinacy  of  his  paflions.  From  this  falutary 
flumber  the  emperor  was  awakened  by  the  pope  Vigilius  and  the 
patrician  Cethcgtis,  who  appeared  before  his  throne,  and  adjured 
him,  in  the  name  of  God  and  the  people,  to  refume  the  conquell 
and  deliverance  of  Italy.  In  the  choice  of  the  generals,  caprice,  as 
well  as  judgment,  was  Ihcwn.  A fleet  and  army  failed  for  the  re- 
lief of  Sicily,  under  the  conduct  of  Liberius  ; but  his  want  of  youth 
and  experience  were  afterwards  difeovered,  and  before  he  touched 
the  fliores  of  the  illand  he  was  overtaken  by  his  fucceflor.  In  the 
place  of  Liberius  the  confpirator  Artaban  was  raifed  from  a prifon 
to  military  honours  ; in  the  pious  prefumption,  that  gratitude  would 
animate  his  valour  and  fortify  his  allegiance.  Belifarius  repofed  in 


44  In  thefe  Teas,  Procopius  fcarched  with- 
out fucccfs  for  the  ifle  of  Calypfo.  ’ He 
was  (hewn,  at  Pha»ada  or  Corcyra,  the 
petrified  (hip  of  Ulyfle*  (Odyfl*.  xiii.  163.); 
but  he  found  it  a recent  fabric  of  many 
ftoncj,  dedicated  by  a merchant  to  Jupiter 
Cafilus  (1.  iv.  c.  32. )•  EufUihius  had  fup- 


pofed  it  to  be  the  fanciful  likenefs  of  a rock. 

45  M.  d’Anville  (Memoires  dc  PAcad. 
tom.  xx.vii.  p.  513  — 528.)  illuJlrates  the 
gulph  of  Ambracia  ; but  he  cannot  ascer- 
tain the  fituaticn  of  Dodona.  A country  in 
light  of  Italy  is  Icfs  known  than  the  wilds  of 
America. 

the 
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the  (hade  of  his  laurels,  but  the  command  of  the  principal  army 
was  referved  for  Germ  anus'8,  the  emperor’s  nephew,  whofe  rank 
and  merit  had  been  long  depreflcd  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  court. 
Theodora  had  injured  him  in  the  rights  of  a private  citizen,  the 
marriage  of  his  children,  and  the  tcllament  of  his  brother ; and 
although  his  conduct  was  pure  and  blamclefs,  Juftinian  was  dif- 
pleafed  that  he  fliould  be  thought  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
malecontents.  The  life  of  Germanus  was  a leflon  of  implicit  obe- 
dience : he  nobly  refufed  to  proftitute  his  name  and  charadter  in 
the  factions  of  the  circus : the  gravity  of  his  manners  was  tempered 
by  innocent  cheerfulnefs ; and  his  riches  were  lent  without  intcrcft 
to  indigent  or  deferving  friends.  His  valour  had  formerly  triumphed 
over  the  Sclavonians  of  the  Danube  and  the  rebels  of  Africa : the 
firft  report  of  his  promotion  revived  the  hopes  of  the  Italians ; and 
he  was  privately  allured,  that  a crowd  of  Roman  deferters  would 
abandon,  on  his  approach,  the  ftandard  of  Totila.  His  fccond  mar- 
riage with  Malafontha,  the  grand-daughter  of  Theodoric,  endeared 
Germanus  to  the  Goths  themfelves ; and  they  marched  with  re* 
luQance  againft  the  father  of  a royal  infant,  the  laft  offspring  of  the 
line  of  Amali‘\  A fplendid  allowance  was  afiigned  by  the  em- 
peror : the  general  contributed  his  private  fortune ; his  two  fon* 
were  popular  and  adtive ; and  he  furpafled,  in  the  promptitude  and 
fuccefs  of  his  levies,  the  expectation  of  mankind.  He  was  per- 
mitted to  feledt  fome  fquadrons  of  Thracian  cavalry  : the  veterans, 
as  well  as  the  youth  of  Conftantinople  and  Europe,  engaged  their 
voluntary  fervice ; and  as  far  as  the  heart  of  Germany,  his  fame 

16  See  the  a£U  of  Germanus  in  the  public  fuo,  Alemannus  has  proved  that  he  was  the 
(Vanda!.  1.  ii.  c.  16,  17,  18.  Goth.  1.  iii.  fon  of  the  emperor's  brother, 
c.  31,  32.)  and  private  hiftory  (Anecdot.  *7  Conjunfta  Aniriorum  gens  cum  Amali 
c.  3.),  and  thofe  of  his  fon  Joftin,  in  Aga-  flirpe  fpem  adhuc  utriufque  generis  promit- 
thias  (l.iv.  p.  130,  131.).  Notwithstanding  tit  (Jornandes,  c.  60.  p.  703.).  He  wrote  at 
an  ambiguous  exprefiion  of  jornandes,  fratri  Ravenna  before  the  death  of  Totila. 

Vol.  IV.  Oq  and 
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C "Llfi  P an<^  liberaIIty  attra&ed  tbe  a'^  °f  tbe  Barbarians.  The  Romans 
v — —j  advanced  to  Sardica ; an  army  of  Sclavonians  fled  before  their 
march ; but  within  two  days  of  their  final  departure,  the  defigns 
of  Germanus  were  terminated  by  his  malady  and  death.  Yet  the 
impulfe  which  he  had  given  to  the  Italian  war  ftill  continued  to 
adt  with  energy  and  efiedt.  The  maritime  towns,  Ancona,  Crotona, 
Centumccllx,  refilled  the  aflaults  of  Totila.  Sicily  was  reduced  by 
the  zeal  of  Artaban,  and  the  Gothic  navy  was  defeated  near  the 
coaft  of  the  Hadriatic.  The  two  fleets  were  almoft  equal,  forty- 
feven  to  fifty  gallies : the  vidtory  was  decided  by  the  knowledge 
and  dexterity  of  the  Greeks;  but  the  Ihips  were  fo  clofely  grappled, 
that  only  twelve  of  the  Goths  efcaped  from  this  unfortunate  conflidl. 
They  affedled  to  depreciate  an  element  in  which  they  were  un- 
billed, but  their  own  experience  confirmed  the  truth  of  a maxim, 
that  the  mailer  of  the  fea  will  always  acquire  the  dominion  of  the 
land 

charafttr  After  the  lofs  of  Germanus,  the  nations  were  provoked  to  fmile, 
tion  oVihe  by  the  llrangc  intelligence,  that  the  command  of  the  Roman  armies 
ruouch  Nar-  was  gjven  t0  an  eunucij.  But  the  eunuch  Narfes19  is  ranked  among 
a.d.  551.  the  few  who  have  refeued  that  unhappy  name  from  the  contempt 
and  hatred  of  mankind.  A feeble  diminutive  body  concealed  the 
foul  of  a llatefinan  and  a warrior.  His  youth  had  been  employed 
in  the  management  of  the  loom  and  diftalT,  in  the  cares  of  the 
houfehold,  and  the  fervicc  of  female  luxury  ; but  while  his  hands 
were  bufy,  he  fecretly  exercifed  the  faculties  of  a vigorous  and  dis- 
cerning mind.  A llranger  to  the  fchools  and  the  camp,  he  fludicd 
in  the  palace  to  diflemble,  to  flatter,  and  to  perfuade ; and  as  foon 

51  The  iii‘l  book  of  Procopius  is  terminated  (1.  iv.  c.  21.  26—35.).  ^ fplendid  feene!' 
by  the  death  of  Germanus  (Add.  1.  iv,  c.  23,  Among  the  fix  fubjetts  of  epic  poetry  which 
24,  25,  26.).  TafTo  revolved  in  his  mind,  he  hefitated  bc- 

**  Procopius  relates  the  whole  ferics  of  this  tween  the  conquefls  of  Italy  by  Belifarius  and 
fircond  Gothic  war  and  the  vi&ory  of  Naifcs  by  Narfes  (Hay ley’s  Works,  vol,  iv.  p.  70.)* 
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as  he  approached  the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  Juftinian  liftened  with  C It  .a  p. 
furprife  and  pleafure  to  the  manly  counfcls  of  his  chamberlain  and 
private  treafurcr  io.  The  talents  of  Narfes  were  tried  and  improved 
in  frequent  embaflies;  he  led  an  army  into  Italy,  acquired  a prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  war  and  the  country,  and  prefumed  to  ftrivc 
with  the  genius  of  Belifarius.  Twelve  years  after  his  return,  the 
eunuch  was  chofen  to  atchievc  the  conqueft  which  had  been  left 
imperfect  by  the  fir  ft  of  the  Roman  generals.  Inllead  of  being 
dazzled  by  vanity  or  emulation,  he  fcrioully  declared,  that  unlcfs 
he  were  armed  with  an  adequate  force,  he  would  never  confent  to 
rifle  his  own  glory,  and  that  of  his  fovereign.  Juftinian  granted  to 
the  favourite,  what  he  might  have  denied  to  the  hero  : the  Gothic 
war  was  rekindled  from  its  alhes,  and  the  preparations  were  not  un- 
worthy of  the  ancient  majefty  of  the  empire.  The  key  of  the  public 
treafure  was  put  into  his  hand,  to  colled  magazines,  to  levy  foldiers, 
to  purchafe  arms  and  horfes,  to  difeharge  the  arrears  of  pay,  and  to 
tempt  the  fidelity  of  the  fugitives  and  del'erters.  The  troops  of 
Germanus  were  ftill  in  arms ; they  halted  at  Salona  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  a new  leader  ; and  legions  of  fubjeCts  and  allies  were  created 
by  the  well-known  liberality  of  the  eunuch  Narfes.  The  king  of 
the  Lombards " fatisfied  or  furpafled  the  obligations  of  a treaty,  by 
lending  two  thoufand  two  hundred  of  his  braveft  warriors,  who 


JO  The  country  of  Narfes  is  unknown, 
fince  he  mull  not  be  cob  founded  w ith  the 
Perfarmenian.  Procopius  flyles  him  (Goth, 
1.  ii.  c.  13,)  pxftXutvi  t«4usk  i Paul 

Warnefrid  (1.  ii.  c.  3.  p.  776.)rL'hartulariu5: 
Marceliinus  adds  the  name  of  Cubicularius. 
In  an  infeription  on  the  Salarian  bridge,  be 
is  entitled  Ex-confut,  Ex-prxpcfitus,  Cubi- 
culi  Patricius  (Mafcou,  Hid.  of  the  Germans, 
1.  xiii.  c.  25.}.  The  lawof  Theodofius  again d 
eunuchs  was  obfclete  or  abolifhed  (Annota- 


tion xx.) ; but  the  fooliih  prophecy  of  the 
Romani  fubfiilcd  in  full  vigour  (Procop.  1.  iv. 
c.  21.). 

51  Paul  Warnefrid,  the  Lombard,  records 
with  complacency  the  fuccour,  fervice,  and 
honourable  difmiifion  of  his  countrymen — 
reipubliese  Romani  adverfus  it  in  u!  os  aJju- 
torcs  fucrant  (I.  ii.  c.  1.  p.  774.  edit.  Grot.). 
I am  forprifed  that  Alboln,  their  martial  king, 
did  not  lead  his  fubjelh  in  pet  Too. 
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were  followed  by  three  thoufand  of  their  martial  attendants.  Three 
thoufand  Heruli  fought  on  horfeback  under  Philemuth,  their  native 
chief;  and  the  noble  Aratus,  who  adopted  the  manners  and  difei- 
pline  of  Rome,  conducted  a band  of  veterans  of  the  fame  nation. 
Dagiftheus  was  releafed  from  prifon  to  command  the  Huns;  and 
Kobad,  the  grandfon  and  nephew  of  the  great  king,  was  confpicuou* 
by  the  regal  tiara  at  the  head  of  his  faithful  Perfians,  who  had  de- 
voted themfelves  to  the  fortunes  of  their  prince  Abfolute  in  the 
exercife  of  his  authority,  more  abfolute  in  the  affe&ion  of  hia 
troops,  Narfes  led  a numerous  and  gallant  army  from  Philippopolia 
to  Salona,  from  whence  he  coafted  the  eaftem  fide  of  the  Hadriatic 
as  far  as  the  confines  of  Italy.  His  progress  was  checked.  The 
Eaft  could  not  fupply  veffels  capable  of  tranfporting  fuch  multitudes 
of  men  and  horfes.  The  Franks,  who,  in  the  general  confufion, 
had  ufurped  the  greater  part  of  the  Venetian  province,  refufed  a. 
free  paflage  to  the  friends  of  the  Lombards.  The  Ration  of  Ve- 
rona was  occupied  by  Tcias,  with  the  flower  of  the  Gothic  forces  -r 
and  that  fkilful  commander  had  overfpread  the  adjacent  country 
with  the  fall  of  woods  and  the  inundation  of  waters  ”.  In  this  per- 
plexity, an  officer  of  experience  propofed  a meafure,  fecure  by  the- 
appearance  of  raffinefs ; that  the  Roman  army  fhould  cautioufly  ad- 
vance along  the  fca-ffiore,  while  the  fleet  preceded  their  march,  and 
fucceffively  caft  a bridge  of  boats  over  the  mouths  of  the  rivers, 
the  Timavus,  the  Brenta,  the  Adige,  and  the  Po,  that  fall  into  the 
Hadriatic  to  the  north  of  Ravenna.  Nine  days  he  repofed  in  the 


" He  was,  if  not  *n  iropollor,  the  Ton  of 
the  blind  7. ames,  faved  by  eompaffion,  and 
educated  in  the  Byaantine  court  by  the  va- 
rioui  motives  of  policy,  pride,  aud  generality 
JFrocop.  Pcrfic.  1.  i.  c.  83.). 

” In  the  time  of  Auguflus,  and  in  the 
middle  ages,  the  whole  wade  from  Aquilcia 
«•  Ravenna  was  covered  with  woods,  lakes. 


and  morales.  Man  has  ftsbdued  nature,  and 
the  land  has  been  cultivated,  ftoce  the  waters 
are  confined  and  embanked.  See  the  learned 
rcfearchcs  of  Mumoti  (Antiquitat.  Italiaj 
Medii  aEvi,  loin.  i.  differ!,  xxi.  p.  153, 154..), 
from  Vitruvius,  Strabo,  Herocian,  old  chat- 
ters, and  local  knowledge. 
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city,  collected  the  fragments  of  the  Italian  army,  and  marched  to-  C h^a  p. 
wards  Rimini  to  meet  the  defiance  of  an  infulting  enemy.  » 

The  prudence  of  Narfes  impelled  him  to  fpeedy  and  decifive  Defeat  and 
aflion.  His  powers  were  the  laft  effort  of  the  ftate : the  coft  of  nu'h  °f  1 
each  day  accumulated  the  enormous  account ; and  the  nations,  un-  j S51’ 
trained  to  difeipline  or  fatigue,  might  be  rafhly  provoked  to  turn 
their  arms  againft  each  other,  or  againft  their  benefa&or.  The  fame 
confiderations  might  have  tempered  the  ardour  of  Totila.  But  he 
was  confcious,  that  the  clergy  and  people  of  Italy  afpired  to  a fecond 
revolution : he  felt  or  fufpe&ed  the  rapid  progrefs  of  treafon,  and 
he  refolved  to  rifk  the  Gothic  kingdom  on  the  chance  of  a day,  in 
which  the  valiant  would  be  animated  by  inllant  danger,  aq.d  the 
difaffe&ed  might  be  awed  by  mutual  ignorance.  In  his  march  from 
Ravenna,  the  Roman  general  chaftifed  the  garrifon  of  Rimini,  tra- 
verfed  in  a dire£l  line  the  hills  of  Urbino,  and  re-entered  the  Fbmi- 
nian  way,  nine  miles  beyond  the  perforated  rock,  an  obftacle  of  art 
and  nature  which  might  have  flopped  or  retarded  his  progrefs  The 
Goths  were  aflembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  they  ad- 
vanced without  delay  to  feek  a fuperior  enemy,  and  the  two  armies 
approached  each  other  at  the  diflance  of  one  hundred  furlongs,  be- 
tween Tagina”  and  the  fepulchres  of  the  Gauls’*.  The  haughty 

meffage 


54  The  Flaminian  way,  as  it  is  corre&ed 
from  the.  Itineraries,  and  the  bell  modern 
maps,  by  d’Anville  (Analyfe  de  l’lcalie, 
p.  147—162),  may  be  thus  (laced:  Rome 
toNarni,  51  Roman  miles;  Terni,  57  j $po- 
leto,  75;  Foligno,  88  ; Nocera,  103  ; Cagli, 
142;  In terci fa,  157;  Fofforabrone,  160;  Fa- 
no,  176;  Pe faro,  184;  Ri  u 1 n i,  208— about 
189  Englifh  miles.  He  takes  no  notice  of 
the  death  of  Totila;  but  Weffeling  (hinc- 
rar.  p.  614.)  exchanges,  for  the  field  of  7'a- 
giras,  the  unknown  appellation  of  Ptaniat, 
eight  miles  from  Nocera. 

Taginae,  or  rather  Tadinae,  is  mentioned 


by  Pliny ; but  the  bilhopric  of  that  obfeure 
town,  a mile  from  Gualdo,  in  the  plain,  was 
united,  in  the  year  1007,  with  that  of  Noce- 
ra. The  figns  of  antiquity  are  preferved  in 
the  local  appellations,  Fojfato,  the  camp  ; 
Ca/raia , Caprea  ; Bajlia,  Bulla  Galloram. 
See  Cluverius  (Italia  Antiqua,  1.  ii.  c.  6. 
p.  615,  616,  617.),  Lucas  Holflenius  (Anno- 
tat.  ad  Clover,  p.  85,  86.),  Guazzefi  (Difler- 
tat.  p.  177 — 217.  a pro  felled  enquiry),  and 
the  maps  of  the  ecclefiallical  Hate  and  tho 
march  of  Ancona,  by  Le  Maire  and  Magiflj. 

14  The  battle  was  fought  in  the  year  of 
Rome  458  \ and  the  co^ful  Decius,  by  devot- 
ing 
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C ^ A p.  meflagc  of  Narfes  was  an  offer,  not  of  peace,  but  of  pardon.  The 

v— anfwcr  of  the  Gothic  king  declared  his  refolution,  to  die  or  con- 
quer. “ What  day,”  laid  the  meffenger,  “ will  you  fix  for  the 
“ combat  ?”  “ The  eighth  day,”  replied  Totila : but  early  the  next 
morning  he  attempted  to  furprife  a foe,  fufpicious  of  deceit,  and 
prepared  for  battle.  Ten  thoufand  Heruli  and  Lombards,  of  ap- 
proved valour  and  doubtful  faith,  were  placed  in  the  centre.  Each 
of  the  wings  was  compofed  of  eight  thoul'and  Romans  ; the  right 
was  guarded  by  the  cavalry  of  the  Huns,  the  left  was  covered  by 
fifteen  hundred  chofen  horfe,  dedined,  according  to  the  emergencies 
of  adlion,  to  fuftain  the  retreat  of  their  friends,  or  to  cncompafs  the 
flank  of  the  enemy.  From  his  proper  ftation  at  the  head  of  the 
right  wing,  the  eunuch  rode  along  the  line,  exprefling  by  his  voice 
and  countenance  the  affurance  of  victory  ; exciting  die  foldiers  of 
the  emperor  to  punifti  the  guilt  and  madnels  of  a band  of  robbers  ; 
and  expofing  to  their  view,  gold  chains,  collars,  and  bracelets,  the 
rewards  of  military  virtue.  From  die  event  of  a finglc  combat,  they 
drew  an  omen  of  fuccefs;  and  they  beheld  with  pleafure  the  courage 
of  fifty  archers,  who  maintained  a fmall  eminence  againft  three  fuc- 
ceflive  attacks  of  the  Gothic  cavalry.  At  the  diftance  only  of  two 
bow-fhots,  the  armies  fpent  the  morning  in  dreadful  fufpcnfe,  and 
the  Remans  tailed  fomc  neceflary  food,  without  unloofening  the 
cuirafs  from  their  bread,  or  the  bridle  from  their  horfes.  Narfes 
awaited  the  charge ; and  it  was  delayed  by  Totila  till  he  had  re- 
ceived his  lad  fuccours  of  two  thoufand  Goths.  While  he  confumed 
the  hours  in  fruitlefs  treaty,  the  king  exhibited  in  a narrow  fpace  the 
ftrength  and  agility  of  a warrior.  His  armour  was  cnchafed  with 
gold  ; his  purple  banner  floated  with  the  wind  : he  cad  his  lance  into 

ing  hit  own  life,  afliircd  the  triumph  of  hii  viflory  of  the  Supa  G : ; an  j his  error 

country  .md  his  colleague  Fabius  (T.  Li' . x.  is  branded  by  C! . . .us  with  the  national  re- 
itj.).  Procopius  tferibes  to  Cemillus  the  proach  of  Grjrcorum  nugamenu. 
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rhe  air ; caught  it  with  the  right  hand ; fluffed  it  to  the  left ; threw 
himfelf  backwards ; recovered  his  feat ; and  managed  a fiery  freed 
in  all  the  paces  and  evolutions  of  the  equeftrian  fchool.  As  foon  as 
the  fuccours  had  arrived,  he  retired  to  his  tent,  aflumed  the  drefs 
and  arms  of  a private  foldier,  and  gave  the  fignal  of  battle.  The 
firft  line  of  cavalry  advanced  with  more  courage  than  diferetion, 
and  left  behind  them  the  infantry  of  the  fecond  line.  They  were 
foon  engaged  between  the  horns  of  a crefcent,  into  which  the  ad- 
verfe  wings  had  been  infcnfibly  curved,  and  were  falutcd  from  either 
fide  by  the  vollics  of  four  thoufand  archers.  Their  ardour,  and  even 
their  diftrefs,  drove  them  forwards  to  a clofe  and  unequal  conflict, 
in  which  they  could  only  ufe  their  lances  againft  an  enemy  equally 
(killed  in  all  the  inftruments  of  war.  A generous  emulation  infpired 
the  Romans  and  their  Barbarian  allies ; and  Narfes,  who  calmly- 
viewed  and  directed  their  efforts,  doubted  to  whom  he  (hould  ad- 
judge the  prize  of  fuperior  bravery.  The  Gothic  cavalry  was  afto- 
niflied  and  difordered,  prefled  and  broken  ; and  the  line  of  infantry, 
infread  of  prefenting  their  fpears,  or  opening  their  intervals,  were 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  the  flying  liorfc.  Six  thoufand  of  the 
Goths  were  flaughtered,  without  mercy,  in  the  field  of  Tagina. 
Their  prince,  with  five  attendants,  was  overtaken  by  A(bad,  of  the 
race  of  the  Gcpidx  ; “ Sparc  the  king  of  Italy,”  cried  a loyal  voice, 
and  Afbad  flruck  his  lance  through  the  body  of  Totila.  The  blow  was 
infrantly  revenged  by  the  faithful  Goths ; they  tranfported  their  dying- 
monarch  feven  miles  beyond  the  feenc  of  his  difgrace  ; and  his  lad 
moments  were  not  embittered  by  the  prcfencc  of  an  enemy.  Com- 
pafiion  afForded  him  the  flieltcr  of  an  obfeure  tomb  ; but  the  Romans 
were  not  fatisfied  of  their  victory,  till  they  beheld  the  corpfe  of  the 
Gothic  king.  His.  hat,  enriched  with  gems,  and  his  bloody  robe, 
were  prefented  to  Juflinian  by  the  meflengers  of  triumph 
” Thcopbaaej,  Chron.  p.  193.  Hilt.  Mifcell.  1.  xvi.  p.  ioS. 
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c P.  As  foon  as  Narfes  liad  paid  his  devotions  to  the  Author  of  vi&ory, 

v > and  the  bleffed  Virgin,  his  peculiar  patronefs”,  he  praifed,  rewarded, 

Rome* by °f  and  difmiflTcd  the  Lombards.  The  villages  had  been  reduced  to 
Narft,‘  alhes  by  thefe  valiant  favages ; they  raviflied  matrons  and  virgins 
on  the  altar ; their  retreat  was  diligently  watched  by  a ftrong  de- 
tachment of  regular  forces,  who  prevented  a repetition  of  the  like 
dii'orders.  The  vidorious  eunuch  purfued  his  march  through  Tuf- 
cany,  accepted  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Goths,  heard  the  acclamations, 
and  often  the  complaints  of  the  Italians,  and  encompalTed  the  walls  of 
Rome  with  the  remainder  of  his  formidable  hoft.  Round  the  wide 
circumference,  Narfes  afligned  to  himfelf,  and  to  each  of  his  lieute- 
nants, a real  or  a feigned  attack,  while  he  lilently  marked  the  place 
of  eafy  and  unguarded  entrance.  Neither  the  fortifications  of  Ha- 
drian’s mole,  nor  of  the  port,  could  long  delay  the  progrefs  of  the 
conqueror ; and  Juftinian  once  more  received  the  keys  of  Rome, 
which,  under  his  reign,  had  been  Jive  times  taken  and  recovered”. 
But  the  deliverance  of  Rome  was  the  lad  calamity  of  the  Roman 
people.  The  Barbarian  allies  of  Narfes  too  frequently  confounded 
the  privileges  of  peace  and  war : the  dcfpair  of  the  flying  Goths 
found  fome  confolation  in  fanguinary  revenge : and  three  hundred 
youths  of  the  nobleft  families,  who  had  been  fent  as  hoftages  beyond 
the  Po,  were  inhumanly  flain  by  the  fucceflor  of  Totila.  The  fate 
of  the  fenate  fuggefts  an  awful  leflon  of  the  viciffitude  of  human 
affairs.  Of  the  fenators  whom  Totila  had  banifhed  from  their 
country,  fome  were  refeued  by  an  officer  of  Belifarius,  and  tranf- 
ported  from  Campania  to  Sicily ; while  others  were  too  guilty  to 

” Evagrius,  I.  iv.  c.  24.  The  infpiration  in  547  by  Belifarios,  in  549  by  Totila,  and 
of  the  Virgin  revealed  to  Narfes  the  day,  and  in  552  by  Narfei.  Maltretus  had  inadvert* 
the  word,  of  battle  (Pad  Diacon.  I.  ii.  c.  3.  ently  translated  fixtum  ; a mi  (lake  which  he 
p.  776.).  afterwards  rctrads : but  the  mifehief  wa» 

**  Evi  tot*  jWiannrrot  n vifaTTw  iaX>,  In  done ; and  Coofin,  with  a train  of  French 
the  year  536  by  Beli&rius,  in  546  by  Totila,  and  Latin  readers,  have  fallen  into  the  f hare . 

10  confide 
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confide  in  the  clemency  of  Juflinian,  or  too  poor  to  provide  horfes  c HAP. 

for  their  efcape  to  the  fca-fliorc.  Their  brethren  languilhcd  five  v ' 

years  in  a ftate  of  indigence  and  exile : the  vidlory  of  Narfes  revived 
their  hopes ; but  their  premature  return  to  the  metropolis  was  pre- 
vented  by  the  furious  Goths  ; and  all  the  fortreffes  of  Campania 
were  ftained  with  patrician*0  blood.  After  a period  of  thirteen  cen- 
turies, the  inftitution  of  Romulus  expired  ; and  if  the  nobles  of 
Rome  ftill  aflumed  the  title  of  fenators,  few  fubfequent  traces  can 
be  difeovered  of  a public  council,  or  conftitutional  order.  Afcend 
fix  hundred  years,  and  contemplate  the  kings  of  the  earth  foliciting 
an  audience,  as  the  Haves  or  freedmen  of  the  Roman  fenate*1 ! 

The  Gothic  war  was  yet  alive.  The  braveft  of  the  nation  retired  ?efe»t  ani 

\ # death  of 

beyond  the  Po;  and  Teias  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to  fucceed  and  TeLai. the  lift 

. 11  . king  of  the 

revenge  their  departed  hero.  The  new  king  immediately  font  am-  Goths, 
bafiadors  to  implore,  or  rather  to  purchafe,  the  aid  of  the  Franks,  March.5  5 3* 
and  nobly  lavilhed  for  the  public  fafety,  the  riches  which  had  been 
depofited  in  the  palace  of  Pavia.  The  refidue  of  the  royal  treafure 
was  guarded  by  his  brother  Aligern  at  Cumre  in  Campania ; but 
the  ftrong  caftle  which  Totila  had  fortified,  was  clofely  befieged  by 
the  arms  of  Narfes.  From  the  Alps  to  the  foot  of  mount  Vefuvius, 
the  Gothic  king,  by  rapid  and  fecret  marches,  advanced  to  the  re- 
lief of  his  brother,  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  chiefs,  and 
pitched  his  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Sarnus  or  Drao*',  which 
flows  from  Nuceria  into  the  bay  of  Naples.  The  river  feparated  the 

40  Compare  two  paflages  of  Procopius  (l.iti.  c.  3;.)  is  evidently  the  Sarnus.  The  text  ia 
c.  26.  1.  iv.  c.  24  ),  which,  with  foroe  colla-  accufed  or  altered  by  the  raft  violence  of 
teral  hints  from  Marcellinus  and  Jornandes,  Cluverius  (I.  iv,  c.  3.  p.  11,6.) : but  Ciimil- 
iliuftrate  the  Hate  of  the  expiring  fenate.  lo  Pellegrini  of  Naples  (Difcorfi  fjpra  J* 

41  See,  in  the  example  of  Prufias,  as  it  ia  Campania  Felice,  p.  350,  331.)  h*s  proved 

delivered  in  the  fragments  of  Polybius  (Ex-  from  old  records,  that  as  early  as  the  year 
ccrpt.  Lrgat.  xcvii,  p.  9 27,  928.),  a curious  822  that  river  was  called  the  D/scoatio,  or 
pifturc  of  a royal  Have.  Draccuccllo. 

44  The  &fa*m  of  Procopiaa  (Gcth.  1.  iv, 

Vol.  IV.  R r two 
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P.  two  armies  ; fixty  days  were  confumed  in  diftant  and  fruitlcfs  com- 
bats,  and  Teias  maintained  this  important  pod,  till  he  was  deferred 
by  his  fleet  and  the  hope  of  fubfiftence.  With  reluctant  fteps  he 
afcended  the  LaBarian  mount,  where  the  phyficians  of  Rome,  fince 
the  time  of  Galen,  had  fent  their  patients  for  the  benefit  of  the  air 
and  the  milk4'.  But  the  Goths  foon  embraced  a more  generous 
refolution : to  defeend  the  hill,  to  difmifs  their  horfes,  and  to  die 
in  arms,  and  in  the  pofleflion  of  freedom.  The  king  marched  at 
their  head,  bearing  in  his  right-hand  a lance,  and  an  ample  buckler 
in  his  left:  with  the  one  he  ftruck  dead  the  foremoft  of  the  aflailants; 
with  the  other,  he  received  the  weapons  which  every  hand  was 
ambitious  to  aim  againft  his  life.  After  a combat  of  many  hours, 
hie  left  arm  was  fatigued  by  the  weight  of  twelve  javelins  which 
hung  from  his  fliield.  Without  moving  from  his  ground,  or  fuf- 
pending  his  blows,  the  hero  called  aloud  on  his  attendants  for  a 
frelh  buckler,  but  in  the  moment,  while  his  fide  was  uncovered,  it 
was  pierced  by  a mortal  dart.  He  fell : and  his  head,  exalted  on  a 
fpear,  proclaimed  to  the  nations,  that  the  Gothic  kingdom  was  no 
more.  But  the  example  of  his  death  ferved  only  to  animate  the 
companions  who  had  fworn  to  perifh  with  their  leader.  They 
fought  till  darknefs  defeended  on  the  earth.  They  repofed  on  their 
arms.  The  combat  was  renewed  with  the  return  of  light,  and 
maintained  with  unabated  vigour  till  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day. 
The  repofe  of  a fecond  night,  the  want  of  water,  and  the  lofs  of 
their  bravefl:  champions,  determined  the  furviving  Goths  to  accept 
the  fair  capitulation  which  the  prudence  of  Narfes  was  inclined  to 
propofe.  They  embraced  the  alternative  of  refiding  in  Italy  as  the 
fubjedts  and  foldiers  of  Jufiiuian,  or  departing  with  a portion  of 

' V 

41  Galen  (de  Method.  Medendi,  1.  v.  fits  were  equally  known  and  fought  in  tho 
•pud  Cluver.’l.  it.  c.  3.  p.  1159,  1160.)  de-  time  of  Symmachus  (I.  vi.  epift.  18.)  and 
fcribei  the  lofty  fite,  pure  air,  and  rich  milk,  Cafliodorius  (Var.  xi.  10.).  Nothing  is  now 
cf  mount  La&arius,  whofe  medicinal  bene-  left  except  the  name  of  the  town  of  Latere, 
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their  private  wealth,  in  fearch  of  fome  independent  country  **.  Yet 
the  oath  of  fidelity  or  exile  was  alike  rejected  by  one  thoufand 
Goths,  who  broke  away  before  the  treaty  was  figned,  and  boldly 
effetted  their  retreat  to  the  walls  of  Pavia.  The  fpirit,  as  well  as  the 
fituation  of  Aligern,  prompted  him  to  imitate  rather  than  to  bewail 
his  brother : a ftrong  and  dextrous  archer,  he  tranfpierced  with  a 
fingle  arrow  the  armour  and  breaft  of  his  antagonift ; and  his  mili- 
tary condudt  defended  Cumse”  above  a year  againft  the  forces  of 
the  Romans.  Their  induftry  had  fcooped  the  Sibyll’s  cave*6  into 
a prodigious  mine  ; combufliblc  materials  were  introduced  to  con- 
fume  the  temporary  props : the  wall  and  the  gate  of  Cuma;  funk 
into  the  cavern,  but  the  ruins  formed  a deep  and  inacceffible  pre- 
cipice. On  the  fragment  of  a rock,  Aligern  flood  alone  and  un- 
fhaken,  till  he  calmly  furveyed  the  hopelcfs  condition  of  his  country, 
and  judged  it  more  honourable  to  be  the  friend  of  Narfes  than  the 
Have  of  the  Franks.  After  the  death  of  Teias,  the  Roman  general 
feparated  his  troops  to  reduce  the  cities  of  Italy  ; Lucca  fuftained  a 
long  and  vigorous  fiege  ; and  fuch  was  the  humanity  or  the  pru- 
dence of  Narfes,  that  the  repeated  perfidy  of  the  inhabitants  could 
not  provoke  him  to  exatt  the  forfeit  lives  of  their  hoflages.  Thefe 
hoflages  were  difmifled  in  fafety  ; and  their  grateful  zeal  at  length 
fubdued  the  obftinacy  of  their  countrymen4’. 

Before 


44  Boat  (tom.  xi.  p.  2,  fee.)  conveys  to  his 
favourite  Bavaria  this  remnant  of  Goths,  who 
by  others  are  buried  in  the  mountains  of  LTri, 
or  reftored  to  their  native  ifle  of  Gothland 
(Mafcou,  Annot.  xxi.). 

4*  1 leave  Scaliger  ( Animadverf.  in  F.ofeb. 
p.  59.)  and  Salmafms  (Exercitat.  Plinian. 
p.  51,  52.)  to  quarrel  about  the  origin  of 
Cumx,  the  oldcft  of  the  Greek  colonies  in 
Italy  (Strab.  I.v,  p.372.  Velleius  Patercu- 
lus, I.  i.  c.  4.),  already  vacant  in  Juvenal's 
time  (Satir.  iii.),  and  now  in  ruinJ|| 

W R f 


4*  Agathias  (1.  i.  c.  2i»)  fettles  the  Sibyll’c 
cave  under  the  wall  of  Cumx  : he  agrees  with 
Servioi  (ad  I.  vi.  ASneid.) ; nor  can  I perceive 
why  thriropinion  (hould  be  rejected  by  Heyne, 
the  excellent  editor  of  Virgil  (tom.  ii.  p.  650, 
651.).  In  urbe  media  fecrcta  religio ! But 
Cumx  was  not  yet  built ; and  the  lines  (I.  vi. 
96,  97.)  would  become  ridiculous,  if  i£nea* 
were  a&ually  in  a Greek  city. 

*T  There  is  fome  difficulty  in  counting 
the  chapter  of  the  i\,h  book  of  the  Gothic 
War  of  Procopius  with  the  firA  book  of  the 
2 hiftory< 
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Franks  and 
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Aug  >4  It. 


Before  Lucca  had  furrendcred,  Italy  was  overwhelmed  by  a new 
deluge  of  Barbarians.  A feeble  youth,  the  grandl'on  of  Clovis, 
reigned  over  the  Auflrafians  or  oriental  Franks.  The  guardians  of 
Thcodebald  entertained  with  coldnefs  and  reluctance  the  magnificent 
promifes  of  the  Gothic  amba (labors.  But  the  fpirit  of  a martial 
people  outftripped  the  timid  counlels  of  the  court  : two  brothers, 
Lothaire  and  Buccelin4*,  the  dukes  of  the  Alainanni,  Hood  forth  as 
the  leaders  of  the  Italian  war ; and  feventy-five  thoufand  Germans 
defeended  in  the  autumn  from  the  Rhaetian  Alps  into  the  plain  of 
Milan.  The  vanguard  of  the  Roman  army  was  Rationed  near  the 
Po,  under  the  conduit  of  Fulcaris,  a bold  Herulian,  who  ralhly  con- 
ceived, that  perfonal  bravery  was  the  foie  duty  and  merit  of  a 
commander.  As  he  marched  without  order  or  precaution  along 
the  iEmilian  way,  an  ambufeade  of  Franks  fuddenly  rofc  from  the 
amphitheatre  of  Parma : his  troops  were  furprii'ed  and  routed ; but 
their  leader  refufed  to  fly  ; declaring  to  the  laft  moment,  that  death 
was  lefs  terrible  than  the  angry  countenance  of  Narfes.  The  death 
of  Fulcaris,  and  the  retreat  of  the  furviving  chiefs,  decided  the  fluc- 
tuating and  rebellious  temper  of  the  Goths ; they  flew  to  the  ftan- 
dard  of  their  deliverers,  and  admitted  them  into  the  cities  which 
ftill  refilled  the  arms  of  the  Roman  general.  The  conqueror  of  Italy 
opened  a free  palfage  to  the  irrefiflible  torrent  of  Barbarians.  They 
palled  under  the  walls  of  Cefena,  and  anfwercd  by  threats  and  re- 
proaches the  advice  of  Aligern,  that  the  Gothic  treafures  could  no 
longer  repay  the  labour  of  an  invafion.  Two  thoufand  Franks  were 
deftroyed  by  the  (kill  and  valour  of  Narfes  himfelf,  who  fallied 
from  Rimini  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  horfe,  to  chaRife  the 


hiftory  of  Agathia*.  We  mtifl  now  rclinquiflx  he  difeomfited  and  flew  BrHflmus,  fubdued 
a iUtefman  and  foldier,  to  attend  the  fooiftcp*  Italy  and  Sicily t &c.  See,  in  the  Hiftorians 
of  a poet  and  rhetorician  (1.  i.  p.  n.  1.  ii.  of  France,  Gregory  of  Tours  (tom.  ii.  I.  iii. 
p.  51.  edit.  Louvre).  c.  32.  p.  203.),  and  Aimoin  (tom.  iiL  1.  ii. 

41  Among  the  fabulous  exploits  of  Buccelin*  de  GefUs  Fraucorum,  c.  23.  p.  59.). 
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licentious  rapine  of  their  march.  On  the  confines  of  Samnium,  the 
two  brothers  divided  their  forces.  With  the  right  wing,  Buccelin 
a (Turned  the  fpoil  of  Campania,  Lucania,  and  Bruttium : with  the 
left,  Lothairc  accepted  the  plunder  of  Apulia  and  Calabria.  They 
followed  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Hadriatic,  as  far  as 
Rhegium  and  Otranto,  and  the  extreme  lands  of  Italy  were  the 
term  of  their  deftrudtive  progrefs.  The  Franks,  who  were  Chriftians 
and  Catholics,  contented  themfelves  with  fimple  pillage  and  occafional 
murder.  But  the  churches  which  their  piety  had  fpared,  were 
ftripped  by  the  l'acrilcgious  hands  of  the  Alamanni,  who  facrificcd 
horfes  heads  to  their  native  deities  of  the  woods  and  rivers 48 : they 
melted  or  profaned  the  confecrated  vcflels,  and  the  ruins  of  (hrines 
and  altars  were  ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  faithful.  Buccelin  was 
actuated  by  ambition,  and  Lothaire  by  avarice.  The  former  afpired 
to  reftore  the  Gothic  kingdom  : the  latter,  after  a promife  to  his 
brother  of  Ipecdy  fuccours,  returned  by  the  fame  road  to  depofit  his 
treafure  beyond  the  Alps.  The  ftrength  of  their  armies  was  already 
wafted  by  the  change  cf  climate  and  contagion  of  difeafe  : the  Ger- 
mans revelled  in  the  vintage  of  Italy ; and  their  own  intemperance 
avenged  in  fome  degree  the  miferies  of  a defencelefs  people. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  fpring,  the  Imperial  troops,  who  had 
guarded  the  cities,  aftcmbled  to  the  number  of  eighteen  thoufand 
men,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  Their  winter  hours  had  not 
been  confumed  in  idlenefs.  By  the  command,  and  after  the  example 
of  Narfes,  they  repeated  each  day  their  military  exercife  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback,  accuftomed  their  ear  to  obey  the  found  of  the 
trumpet,  and  pra&ifcd  the  fteps  and  evolutions  of  the  Pyrrhic 

49  Agathias  notices  their  fu per ftition  in  a apoflles  of  that  rude  country;  and  the  latter 
philofophic  tone  (I.  i.  p.  id.).  At  Zug,  in  founded  an  hermitage,  which  has  fwcllcd  into 
Switzerland,  idolatry  ftill  prevailed  in  the  year  an  ccdefiaflical  principality  and  a populous 
Cl 3:  St.  Columbia  and  Sc.  Gail  were  the  city,  the  feat  of  freedom  and  commerce. 
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dance.  From  the  ftreights  of  Sicily,  Buccclin,  with  thirty  thoufand 
Franks  and  Alamanni,  flowly  moved  towards  Capua,  occupied  with 
a wooden  tower  the  bridge  of  Cafilinum,  covered  his  right  by  the 
ftream  of  the  Vulturnus,  and  fecured  the  reft  of  his  encampment, 
by  a rampart  of  fharp  Hakes,  and  a circle  of  waggons,  whofe  wheels 
were  buried  in  the  earth.  He  impatiently  expe&ed  the  return  of 
Lothaire ; ignorant,  alas ! that  his  brother  could  never  return,  and 
that  the  chief  and  his  army  had  been  fwept  away  by  a ft  range  dif- 
eafe 15  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  Benacus,  between  Trent  and  Verona. 
The  banners  of  Narfes  foon  approached  the  Vulturnus,  and  the  eyes 
of  Italy  were  anxioufly  fixed  on  the  event  of  this  final  conteft.  Per- 
haps the  talents  of  the  Roman  general  were  moll  confpicuous  in  the 
calm  operations  which  precede  the  tumult  of  a battle.  His  fkilful 
movements  intercepted  the  fubfiftcnce  of  the  Barbarian,  deprived 
him  of  the  advantage  of  the  bridge  and  river,  and  in  the  choice  of 
the  ground  and  moment  of  a£lion,  reduced  him  to  comply  with  the 
inclination  of  his  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  important  day, 
when  the  ranks  were  already  formed,  a fervant,  for  fome  trivial 
fault,  was  killed  by  his  mafter,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Heruli. 
The  juftice  or  pafiion  of  Narfes  was  awakened  : he  fummoned  the 
offender  to  his  prefence,  and  without  liflening  to  his  excufes,  gave 
the  fignal  to  the  minifter  of  death.  If  the  cruel  mafter  had  not  in- 
fringed the  laws  of  his  nation,  this  arbitrary  execution  was  not  lefs 
unjuft,  than  it  appears  to  have  been  imprudent.  The  Heruli  felt 
the  indignity  ; they  halted  : but  the  Roman  general,  without  footh- 
ing  their  rage,  or  cxpe&ing  their  refolution,  called  aloud,  as  the 
trumpets  founded,  that  unlefs  they  haftened  to  occupy  their  place, 
they  would  lofe  the  honour  of  the  vidtory.  His  troops  were  dif- 

50  See  the  death  of  Lothaire  in  Agathias  makes  him  rave  and  tear  his  fldh.  He  had 
(4.  ii.  p.  38.)  and  Paul  Warnefrid,  furnamed  plundered  churches. 

Diaconus  (I.  it.  c.  3.  p.  775.).  The  Greek 
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pofed 11  in  a long  front,  the  cavalry  on  the  wings ; in  the  centre,  c |j  p- 
the  heavy-armed  foot ; the  archers  and  fiingers  in  the  rear.  The  c — . — 
Germans  advanced  in  a (harp-pointed  column,  of  the  form  of  a 
triangle  or  folid  wedge.  They  pierced  the  feeble  centre  of  Narfes, 
who  received  them  with  a fmilc  into  the  fatal  fnare,  and  dire&ed 
his  wings  of  cavalry  infcnfibly  to  wheel  on  their  flanks  and  encom- 
pafs  their  rear.  The  hod  of  the  Franks  and  Alamanni  confided  of 
infantry  : a fword  and  buckler  hung  by  their  fide,  and  they  ufed  as 
their  weapons  of  offence,  a weighty  hatchet,  and  a hooked  javelin, 
which  were  only  formidable  in  clofe  combat,  or  at  a (hort  didance. 

The  flower  of  the  Roman  archers,  on  horfeback,  and  in  complete 
armour,  (kirmilhed  without  peril  round  this  immovable  phalanx ; 
fupplied  by  aCtive  fpeed  the  deficiency  of  number  ; and  aimed  their 
arrows  againd  a crowd  of  Barbarians,  who,  indead  of  a cuirafs  and 
helmet,  were  covered  by  a Ioofe  garment  of  fur  or  linen.  They 
paufed,  they  trembled,  their  ranks  were  confounded,  and  in  the 
decifive  moment  the  Hcruli,  preferring  glory  to  revenge,  charged 
with  rapid  violence  the  head  of  the  column.  Their  leader,  Sindbal, 
and  Aligern,  the  Gothic  prince,  deferved  the  prize  of  fuperior  va- 
lour ; and  their  example  incited  the  victorious  troops  to  atchieve 
with  fwords  and  fpears  the  dedrudtion  of  the  enemy.  Buccelin, 
and  the  greated  part  of  his  army,  perifhed  on  the  field  of  battle,  in 
the  waters  of  the  Vulturnus,  or  by  the  hands  of  the  enraged  pea- 
fants : but  it  may  feem  incredible,  that  a vidory  ”,  which  no  more 
than  five  of  the  Alamanni  furvived,  could  be  purchafed  w ith  the  lofs 
of  fourfeore  Romans.  Seven  thoufand  Goths,  the  relics  of  the  war, 


*'  PcreDanicl  (I lid.  de  la  Milice  Fra^oTfe, 
tom.  i.  p.  17— zj.)  ha*  exhibited  a fanciful 
reprtfeotation  of  this  battle,  fomewhat  in  the 
manner  of  the  Chevalier  Folard,  the  once  fa- 
mous editor  of  Polybius,  who  fafhioned  to  his 
own  habits  and  opinions  all  the  military  ope- 
rations of  antiquity. 


5*  Agatbias  (1.  ii.  p.  47.)  has  produced  a 
Greek  epigram  of  fix  lines  on  this  victory  of 
Narfes,  which  is  favourably  compared  to  the 
battles  of  Marathon  and  Platan.  The  chief 
difference  is  indeed  in  their  confequenccs — to 
trivial  in  the  former  inftancc — fo  permanent 
and  glorious  in  the  latter. 
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defended  the  fortrefs  of  Campfa  till  the  enfuing  fpring ; and  every 
raeflenger  of  Narfes  announced  the  reduction  of  the  Italian  cities, 
whofe  names  were  corrupted  by  the  ignorance  or  vanity  of  the 
Greeks".  After  the  battle  of  Cafilinum,  Narfes  entered  the  capital ; 
the  arms  and  treafurcs  of  the  Goths,  the  Franks,  and  the  Alamanni, 
were  difplayed ; his  foldiers,  with  garlands  in  their  hands,  chanted 
the  prailes  of  the  conqueror ; and  Rome,  for  the  lad  time,  beheld 
the  femblancc  of  a triumph. 

After  a reign  of  fixty  years,  the  throne  of  the  Gothic  kings 
was  filled  by  the  Exarchs  of  Ravenna,  the  reprefentatives  in  peace 
and  war  of  the  emperor  of  the  Romans.  Their  jurifdiCtion  was  foon 
reduced  to  the  limits  of  a narrow  province  : but  Narfes  himfelf,  the 
firft  and  mod  powerful  of  the  Exarchs,  adminidcred  above  fifteen 
years  the  entire  kingdom  of  Italy.  Like  Belifarius,  he  had  deferved 
the  honours  of  envy,  calumny,  and  difgrace  : but  the  favourite 
eunuch  dill  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Judinian,  or  the  leader  of  a 
victorious  army  awed  and  reprefled  the  ingratitude  of  a timid 
court.  Yet  it  was  not  by  weak  and  mifehievous  indulgence  that 
Narfes  fecured  the  attachment  of  his  troops.  Forgetful  of  the  pad, 
and  regardlefs  of  the  future,  they  abufed  the  prefent  hour  of  pro- 
fperity  and  peace.  The  cities  of  Italy  refounded  with  the  noii’e 
of  drinking  and  dancing  : the  fpoils  of  victory  were  waded  in 
fenfual  pleafures ; and  nothing  (fays  Agathias)  remained,  unlefs  to 
exchange  their  (hields  and  helmets  for  the  foft  lute  and  the  capa- 
cious hoglhead”.  In  a manly  oration,  not  unworthy  of  a Roman 
ccnfor,  the  eunuch  reproved  thefe  diforderly  vices,  which  fullied 
their  fame  and  endangered  their  fafety.  The  foldiers  bluflied  and 


51  The  Beroia  and  Brincas  of  Theophnnes 
or  his  trail fcrifcer  (p,  201.)  mull  be  read  or 
iindcrllood  Verona  and  Brixia. 

54  LX.t.to  yaf  tlw  r*f 

**»  Tec  XfXrt) 


£»nr  cnreJ^Sti  (Agathias,  1.  ii.  p.  48.)*  Jo 
the  firft  feene  of  Richard  HI.  our  hnglifii 
poet  has  beautifully  enlarged  on  this  idea; 
for  which,  however,  he  war  not  indebted  to 
the  Bjzautine  hirtorian. 
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obeyed  : difcipline  was  confirmed,  the  fortifications  were  redored  • C H A P. 
a duke  was  Rationed  for  the  defence  and  military  command  of  each  ■ - , - . 

of  the  principal  cities 11  j and  the  eye  of  Narfes  pervaded  the  ample 
profpedt  from  Calabria  to  the  Alps.  The  remains  of  the  Gothic 
nation  evacuated  the  country,  or  mingled  with  the  people : the 
Franks,  in  (lead  of  revenging  the  death  of  Buccclin,  abandoned,  with- 
out a ftruggle,  their  Italian  conqueds  : and  the  rebellious  Sindbal, 
chief  of  the  Heruli,  was  fubdued,  taken,  and  hung  on  a lofty  gal- 
lows by  the  inflexible  juftice  of  the  Exarch'*.  The  civil  (late  of 
Italy,  after  the  agitation  of  a long  temped,  was  fixed  by  a pragmatic 
fan&ion,  which  the  emperor  promulgated  at  the  requed  of  the  pope. 

Judiniau  introduced  his  own  jurifprudence  into  the  fchools  and 
tribunals  of  the  Wed:  he  ratified  the  a£ts  of  Theodoric  and  his 
immediate  fucceffors,  but  every  deed  was  refeinded  and  abolilhed, 
which  force  had  extorted,  or  fear  had  fubferibed,  under  the  ufurpa- 
tion  of  Totila.  A moderate  theory  was  framed  to  reconcile  the 
rights  of  property  with  the  l'afety  of  prefeription,  the  claims  of  the 
date  with  the  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  pardon  of  offences 
with  the  intcred  of  virtue  and  order  of  fociety.  Under  the  Exarchs 
of  Ravenna,  Rome  was  degraded  to  the  fecond  rank.  Yet  the 
fenators  were  gratified  by  the  permiffion  of  vifiting  their  edates  in 
Italy,  and  of  approaching  without  obdacle  the  throne  of  Condanti- 
nople : the  regulation  of  weights  and  meafurcs  was  delegated  to 
the  pope  and  fenate ; and  the  falaries  of  lawyers  and  phyficians,  of 
orators  and  grammarians,  were  dedined  to  preferve  or  rekindle  the 
light  of  fcience  in  the  ancient  capital.  Judinian  might  didlate  be- 

31  Maffei  has  proved  (Verona  Illudrata,  3®  See  Panlus  Diaconus,  I.  iii.  c.  2.  p.  776. 

P.  i.  1.  x.  p.  257.  289.),  againft  the  common  Menander  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  133.)  men- 
opinion,  that  the  dukes  of  Italy  were  inllituted  tions  Tome  rifings  in  Italy  by  the  Franks  and 
before  the  con qued  of  the  Lombards  by  Narfes  Theophancs  (p.  aoi.)  hints  at  fome  Gothic 
himfelf.  In  the  Pragmatic  San&ion  (N°  23.),  rebellions. 

Judinian  retrains  the  judiccs  militates. 

Vox..  IV.  S f nevolent 
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Qcvolent  alias”,  and  Narfcs  might  fecond  his  wiffies  by  the  refto- 
ration  of  cities,  and  more  efpecially  of  churches.  But  the  power  of 
kings  is  moft  effeaual  to  deftroy  : and  the  twenty  years  of  the 
Gothic  war  had  confummated  the  diftrefs  and  depopulation  of  Italy. 
As  early  as  the  fourth  campaign,  under  the  difeipline  of  Bclifarius 
liimfclf,  fifty  thoufand  labourers  died  of  hunger”  in  the  narrow 
region  of  Picenum’5;  and  a ftridt  interpretation  of  the  evidence  of 
Procopius  would  fwell  the  lofs  of  Italy  above  the  total  fum  of  her 
prefent  inhabitants*0. 

I defire  to  believe,  but  I dare  not  affirm,  that  Belifarius  fincerely 
rejoiced  in  the  triumph  of  Narfes.  Yet  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
exploits  might  teach  him  to  efteem  without  jealoufy  the  merit  of 
a rival ; and  the  repofe  of  the  aged  warrior  was  crowned  by  a laft 
vidlory  which  faved  the  emperor  and  the  capital.  The  Barbarians 
who  annually  vifited  the  provinces  of  Europe  were  lefs  difeouraged 
by  fome  accidental  defeats,  than  they  were  excited  by  the  double 
hope  of  fpoil  and  of  fubfidy.  In  the  thirty-fecond  winter  of  Jufti- 
nian’s  reign,  the  Danube  was  deeply  frozen  : Zabergan  led  the  ca- 
valry of  the  Bulgarians,  and  his  ftandard  was  followed  by  a pro- 
mifeuous  multitude  of  Sclavonians.  The  favage  chief  palled  with- 


57  The  Pragmatic  Sanftion  of  Juflinian, 
which  lertorcs  and  regulates  the  civil  date  of 
Italy*  confifts  of  xxvii  articles : it  is  dated 
Aoguft  15,  A.  D.  554;  is  addrefled  to  Nar- 
fei,  V.  J.  Prarpofitus  Sacri  Cubiculi,  and  to 
Antiochus,  Prxfcvflus  Prxtorio  Italia;  ; and  has 
been  preferved  by  Julian  AotecefTor,  and  in 
the  Corpus  Juris  Civilis,  after  the  novels  and 
cdi&s  of  Juilinian,  Judin*  and  Tiberius. 

s$  A dill  greater  number  was  confumed  by 
famine  in  the  foothern  provinces,  without 
(.st«k)  the  Ionian  gulph.  Acorns  were  nfed 
in  the  place  of  bread.  Procopius  had  fecn  a 
deferred  orphan  fucktcd  by  a (hc-goat.  Se- 
venteen pafTcngers  were  lodged,  murdered. 


and  eaten,  by  two  women,  who  were  detefl- 
cd  and  flain  by  the  eighteenth,  &c. 

5*  Quinta  regio  Piceni  eft ; quondam  uber- 
rima; multitudinis,  ccclx  miliia  Picentium  in 
fidem  P.  R.  vencre  (Plin.  Hid.  Natur.  iii. 
18.).  In  the  time  of  Y'cfpaficn,  this  ancient 
population  was  already  diminished. 

60  Perhaps  fifteen  or  fix  teen  millions.  Pro- 
copius (Anecdot.  c.  a 8.)  computes  that  Africa 
lod  five  millions,  that  Italy  was  thrice  as  ex- 
tenfive,  and  that  the  depopulation  was  in  a 
larger  proportion.  But  his  reckoning  is  in- 
flamed by  paflion,  and  clouded  with  uncer- 
tainty. 

out 
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out  oppofition  the  river  and  the  mountains,  fpread  his  troops  over  chap. 
Macedonia  and  Thrace,  and  advanced  with  no  more  than  feven  i 
thoufand  horfe  to  the  long  walls  which  fhould  have  defended  the 
territory  of  Conflantinople.  Hut  the  works  of  man  arc  impotent 
againft  the  affaults  of  nature : a recent  earthquake  had  fhaken  the 
foundations  of  the  wall ; and  the  forces  of  the  empire  were  em- 
ployed on  the  diflant  frontiers  of  Italy,  Africa,  and  Perfia.  The 
feven  fcbools “,  or  companies  of  the  guards  or  dome  flic  troops,  had 
been  augmented  to  the  number  of  five  thoufand  five  hundred  men, 
whofe  ordinary  flation  was  in  the  peaceful  cities  of  Afia.  But  the 
places  of  the  brave  Armenians  were  infenfibly  fupplied  by  lazy  ci- 
tizens, who  purchafed  an  exemption  from  the  duties  of  civil  life, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  military  fervice.  Of 
fuch  foldiers,  few  could  be  tempted  to  fally  from  the  gates ; and 
none  could  be  perfuaded  to  remain  in  the  field,  unlefs  they  wanted 
flrength  and  fpeed  to  efcape  from  the  Bulgarians.  The  report  of 
the  fugitives  exaggerated  the  numbers  and  fiercenefs  of  an  enemy, 
who  had  polluted  holy  virgins,  and  abandoned  new-born  infants  to 
the  dogs  and  vultures  ; a crowd  of  ruflics,  imploring  food  and  pro- 
tection, cncreafed  the  conflernation  of  the  city,  and  the  tents  of 
Zabergan  were  pitched  at  the  diflance  of  twenty  miles'1,  on  the 
banks  of  a fmall  river,  which  encircles  Melantliias,  and  afterwards 
falls  into  the  Propontis'1.  Juflinian  trembled  : and  thofe  who  had 

61  In  the  decay  of  thefc  military  fchools,  ing’j  ObfervaTions).  The  firtt  xii  mile?,  as 
the  fatire  of  Procopius  (Anccdot.  c.  24.  Ale-  far  as  Rhegium,  were  paved  by  Juftinian, 
man.  p.  102,  103.)  is  confirmed  and  illuf-  who  buiJt  a bridge  over  a morafs  or  gullet 
trated  by  Agathias  (I.  v.  p.  159.)*  who  can-  between  a lake  and  the  fea  (Procop.  de  Edif. 
not  be  rejc&ed  as  an  hottile  witnefs.  1.  iv.  c.  8.). 

The  diihnce  from  Conttantincple  to  61  The  Atyras  (Pompon.  Mela,  1.  ii.  c.  2. 

Melanthias,  Villa  Cxfariana  (Ainmian.  Mar-  p.  169.  edit.  Vofl’.).  At  the  river's  mouth,  a 
cellin.  xxx.  11.),  is  varioufly  fixed  at  10a  or  town  or  cattle  of  the  fame  nmne  was  fortified 
i+ofladia  (Suidas,  tom.  ii.  p.  522,  523.  Aga-  by  Juttinian  (Procop.  dc  EJif.  1.  iv.  c.  2. 
thias,  1.  v.  p.  158.),  or  xviii  orxix  miles  (Iti-  Itincrar.  p.  c“o.  and  Wcficling). 
ncrana,  p.  138.  230.  323.  332.  and  WdTcl-  . . 
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only  fcen  the  emperor  in  his  old  age,  were  pleafed  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  had  left  the  alacrity  and  vigour  of  his  youth.  By  his  command, 
the  veflels  of  gold  and  filver  were  removed  from  the  churches  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  even  the  fuburbs,  of  Conftatitinople : the 
ramparts  were  lined  with  trembling  fpedators  : the  golden  gate  was 
crowded  with  ufelefs  generals  and  tribunes,  and  the  fenatc  fhared 
the  fatigues  and  the  apprehenfions  of  the  populace. 

But  the  eyes  of  the  prince  and  people  were  directed  to  a feeble 
veteran,  who  was  compelled  by  the  public  danger  to  refume  the 
armour  in  which  he  had  entered  Carthage  and  defended  Rome.  The 
horfes  of  the  royal  ftables,  of  private  citizens,  and  even  of  the  circus, 
were  haftily  collected  ; the  emulation  of  the  old  and  young  was 
roufed  by  the  name  of  Belifarius,  and  his  firft  encampment  was  in 
the  prefcncc  of  a victorious  enemy.  His  prudence,  and  the  labour 
of  the  friendly  peafants,  fccured,  with  a ditch  and  rampart,  the  re- 
pofe  of  the  night : innumerable  fires,  and  clouds  of  dull,  were  art- 
fully contrived  to  magnify  the  opinion  of  his  ftrength  : his  l'oldiere 
fuddcnly  palled  from  defpondency  to  prefumption  ; and,  while  ten 
thoufand  voices  demanded  the  battle,  Belifarius  diflcmbled  his  know- 
ledge, that  in  the  hour  of  trial  he  muft  depend  on  the  firmnefs  of 
three  hundred  veterans.  The  next  morning,  the  Bulgarian  cavalry 
advanced  to  the  charge.  But  they  heard  the  lliouts  of  multitudes, 
they  beheld  the  arms  and  difeipline  of  the  front ; they  were  aflaulted 
on  the  flanks  by  two  ambufeades  which  rofe  from  the  woods ; their 
foremoll  warriors  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  aged  hero  and  his  guards; 
and  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  evolutions  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the 
clofe  attack  and  rapid  purfuit  of  the  Romans.  In  this  ad  ion  (fo 
fpcedy  was  their  flight)  the  Bulgarians  loll  only  four  hundred  horfe  ; 
but  Conllantinople  was  faved  ; and  Zabergan,  who  felt  the  hand  of 
a mailer,  withdrew  to  a refpedful  dillance.  But  his  friends  were 
numerous  in  the  councils  of  the  emperor,  and  Belifarius  obeyed  with 
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relu&ance,  the  commands  of  envy  and  Juftinian,  which  forbade 
him  to  atchicve  the  deliverance  of  his  country.  On  his  return  to 
the  city,  the  people,  ftill  confcious  of  their  danger,  accompanied  his 
triumph  with  acclamations  of  joy  and  gratitude,  which  were  im- 
puted as  a crime  to  the  vi&orious  general.  But  when  he  entered' 
the  palace,  the  courtiers  were  filent,  and  the  emperor,  after  a cold 
and  thanklefs  embrace,  difmifled  him  to  mingle  with  the  train  of 
flaves.  Yet  fo  deep  was  the  impreflion  of  his  glory  on  the  minds  of 
men,  that  Juftinian,  in  the  feventy-feventh  year  of  his  age,  was 
encouraged  to  advance  near  forty  miles  from  the  capital,  and  to  in- 
fpc&  in  perfon  the  reftoration  of  the  long  wall.  The  Bulgarians 
wafted  the  fummer  in  the  plains  of  Thrace  ; but  they  were  inclined 
to  peace  by  the  failure  of  their  rafli  attempts  on  Greece  and  the 
Cherfonefus.  A menace  of  killing  their  prifoners  quickened  the 
payment  of  heavy  ranfoms;  and  the  departure  of  Zabcrgan  was 
haftened  by  the  report,  that  double-prowed  veflels  were  built  on  the 
Danube  to  intercept  his  paftage.  The  danger  was  foon  forgotten ; 
and  a vain  queftion,  whether  their  fovereign  had  fticwn  more  wif- 
doin  or  weaknefs,  amufed  the  idlcnefs  of  the  city**. 

About  two  years  after  the  laft  victory  of  Belifarius,  the  emperor 
returned  from  a Thracian  journey  of  health,  or  bufmefs,  or  devo- 
tion. Juftinian  was  afflhfted  by  a pain  in  his- head  ; and  his  private 
entry  countenanced  the  rumour  of  his  death.  Before  the  third  hour 
of  the  day,  the  bakers  (hops  were  plundered  of  their  bread,  the 
houfes  were  Ihut,  and  every  citizen,  with  hope  or  terror,  prepared 
for  the  impending  tumult.  The  fenators  themfclves,  fearful  and 
fufpicious,  were  convened  at  the  ninth  hour ; and  the  prxfedt  re- 
ceived their  commands  to  vifit  every  quarter  of  the  city,  and  pro- 

*4  The  Bulganin  war.  and  the  Uft  victory  p.  154— 174.)  and  thedryChronidccfTheo* 
of  Belifariua,  are  imperfe&ly  reprtfented  in  phance  (p.  197,  198.)* 
the  prolix  declamation  of  Agithiaa  (1.  5.  - 
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claim  a general  illumination  for  the  recovery  of  the  emperor’s  health. 
The  ferment  fubfided ; but  every  accident  betrayed  the  impotence  of 
the  government  and  the  factious  temper  of  the  people : the  guards 
were  difpofed  to  mutiny  as  often  as  their  quarters  were  changed  or 
their  pay  was  withheld : the  frequent  calamities  of  fires  and  earth- 
quakes afforded  the  opportunities  of  diforder;  the  difputes  of  the 
blues  and  greens,  of  the  orthodox  and  heretics,  degenerated  into 
bloody  battles ; and,  in  the  prcfcncc  of  the  Perfian  ambaflador,  Juf- 
tinian  blufhed  for  himfelf  and  for  his  fubjedts.  Capricious  pardon 
and  arbitrary  puniffiment  embittered  the  irkfomcnefs  and  difeontent 
of  a long  reign : a confpiracy  was  formed  in  the  palace ; and,  unlefs 
we  are  deceived  by  the  names  of  Marcellus  and  Sergius,  the  moll 
virtuous  and  the  moll  profligate  of  the  courtiers  were  aflociated  in 
the  fame  defigns.  They  had  fixed  the  time  of  the  execution  ; their 
rank  gave  them  accefs  to  the  royal  banquet  5 and  their  black  flaves'1 
were  ftationed  in  the  veftibule  and  porticos  to  announce  the  death 
of  the  tyrant,  and  to  excite  a fedition  in  the  capital.  But  the  in- 
diferction  of  an  accomplice  faved  the  poor  remnant  of  the  days  of 
Juftinian.  The  confpirators  were  detedted  and  feized,  with  daggers 
hidden  under  their  garments : Marcellus  died  by  his  own  hand,  and 
Sergius  was  dragged  from  the  fandluary“.  Prefied  by  remorfc,  or 
tempted  by  the  hopes  of  fafety,  he  accufcd  two  officers  of  the 
houfehold  of  Belifarius ; and  torture  forced  them  to  declare  that  they 
had  a died  according  to  the  fecret  inftrudlions  of  their  patron 
Pofterity  will  not  haftily  believe  that  an  hero  who,  in  the  vigour  of 


6t  Low,-.  They  could  fcarcely  be  real  In- 
dians ; and  the  Ethiopians,  fometimes  known 
by  that  name,  were  never  ufed  by  the  ancients 
as  guards  or  followers : they  were  the  trifling, 
though  coftly,  objects  of  female  and  royal 
luxury  (Ttrenc.  Eunuch,  act  i.  fccnc  ii.  Sue- 
ton.  in  Auguit.  c.  83.  with  a good  note  of 
Caf&ubon,  in  Caligula,  c.  57.)* 

I 

Q 


The  Sergius  (Vandal.  I.  ii.  c.  21,  22. 
Anccdot.  c.  5.)  and  Marcellus  (Goth.  1.  iii. 
c.  32.)  are  mentioned  by  Procopius.  See 
Theophanes,  p.  197.  201. 

**  Alemannus  (p.  3.)  quotes  an  old  Byzan- 
tine MS.  which  has  been  printed  in  the  it n- 
perium  Orientate  of  Banduri. 
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life,  had  difdained  the  faireft  offers  of  ambition  and  revenge,  fhould 
(loop  to  the  murder  of  his  prince,  whom  he  could  not  long  expeS 
to  furvive.  His  followers  were  impatient  to  fly;  but  flight  mull 
have  been  fupported  by  rebellion,  and  he  had  lived  enough  for  na- 
ture and  for  glory.  Belifarius  appeared  before  the  council  with  lefs 
fear  than  indignation : after  forty  years  fervice,  the  emperor  had 
prejudged  his  guilt;  and  injuftice  was  fandified  by  the  prefence  and 
authority  of  the  patriarch.  The  life  of  Belifarius  was  gracioufly 
fpared ; but  his  fortunes  were  fequeftered,  and,  from  December  to 
July,  he  was  guarded  as  a prifoner  in  his  own  palace.  At  length 
his  innocence  was  acknowledged  ; his  freedom  and  honours  were  re- 
ftored ; and  death,  which  might  be  haftened  by  refentment  and 
grief,  removed  him  from  the  world  about  eight  months  after  his 
deliverance.  The  name  of  Belifarius  can  never  die : but  inflead  of 
the  funeral,  the  monuments,  the  flatues,  fo  juftly  due  to  his  me- 
mory, I only  read,  that  his  treafures,  the  fpoils  of  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  were  immediately  confifcated  by  the  emperor.  Some  de- 
cent portion  was  referved,  however,  for  the  ufe  of  his  widow  ; and 
as  Antonina  had  much  to  repent,  flic  devoted  the  laft  remains  of 
her  life  and  fortune  to  the  foundation  of  a convent.  Such  is  the 
Ample  and  genuine  narrative  of  the  fall  of  Belifarius  and  the  in- 
gratitude of  Juftinian"'.  That  he  was  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and 
reduced  by  envy  to  beg  his  bread,  “ Give  a penny  to  Belifarius  the 
general!”  is  a fidlion  of  later  times”',  which  has  obtained  credit,  or 

rather 


41  Of  the  difgrace  and  rrftoration  of  Beli- 
farius,  the  genuine  original  record  ia  pre- 
fervedin  the  fragment  of  John  Malala  (tom.ii. 
p.  234 — 243.)  and  the  exaft  Chronicle  of 
Theophancs  (p.  194—204.).  Ccdrenus  (Com- 
pend.  p.  387,  388.)  and  Zonaras  (tom.  ii. 
1.  xiv.  p.69.)  feem  to  hefitate  between  (he 
obfoletc  truth  and  the  growing  falsehood. 

a 


€p  The  fource  of  this  idle  fable  may  He 
derived  from  a mifcellaneous  work  of  the 
xiifh  century*  the  Chiliads  of  John  Tzc;- 
z es,  a monk  (Bafil.  1546.  ad  calcent 
Lycophront.  Colon.  Allobrog.  16(4.  in 
Corp.  Poet.  Grace.).  He  relates  the  blind- 
nefs  and  beggary  of  Belifaiius  in  ten  vul- 
gar or  political  verfes  (Chiliad  iii.  N°  88. 
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rather  favour,  as  a ftrange  example  of  the  viciffitudes  of  for- 

h 

tune  . 

If  the  emperor  could  rejoice  in  the  death  of  Bcliiarius,  he  enjoyed 
the  bafe  fatisfadion  only  eight  months,  the  lad  period  of  a reign  of 
thirty-eight,  and  a life  of  eighty-three  years.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  trace  the  character  of  a prince  who  is  not  the  mod  confpicuous 
object  of  his  own  times : but  the  confeffions  of  an  enemy  may  be 
received  as  the  fafed  evidence  of  his  virtues.  The  refemblance  of 
Judinian  to  the  bud  of  Doinitian,  is  malicioudy  urged”  ; with  the 
acknowledgment,  however,  of  a well-proportioned  figure,  a ruddy 
complexion,  aud  a plcafmg  countenance.  The  emperor  was  eafy 
of  accefs,  patient  of  hearing,  courteous  and  affable  in  difeourfe,  and 
a mader  of  the  angry  paffions,  which  rage  with  fuch  dedrudtive 
violence  in  the  bread  of  a defpot.  Procopius  praifes  his  temper  to 
reproach  him  with  calm  and  deliberate  cruelty ; but  in  the  confpi- 
racies  which  attacked  his  authority  and  perfon,  a more  candid  judge 
will  approve  the  judicc,  or  admire  the  clemency  of  Judinian.  He 
excelled  in  the  private  virtues  of  chadity  and  temperance : but  the 
impartial  love  of  beauty  would  have  been  lefs  mifehievous,  than  his 


339 — 3 48.  in  Corp.  Poet.  Grace,  tom.  ii. 
p.jn). 

£* srt'jwt  i.;u  tv  fju \>y 

BiX» caftut  Xru  t*  ffftTtiXatTti 

Of  tv^u  fMt  t axtrvf  Ac*  i a pfiemr. 

This  moral  or  romantic  tale  was  imported  in- 
to Italy  with  the  language  and  manuscripts  of 
Greece;  repeated  before  the  end  of  the  xv,k 
century  by  Crinitus,  Pontanus,  and  Volater- 
ranus ; attacked  by  Alciar,  for  the  honour  of 
the  law ; and  defended  by  Birooius  (A*  D. 
561.  N°z,&c.)f  for  the  honour  of  the  church. 
Yet  Tzetzcs  himfclf  had  read  in  ttler  chro- 
nicles, that  Belifarius  did  not  lofe  his  fight, 
and  that  he  recovered  hi*  fame  and  fortunes. 

70  The  ftatue  in  the  villa  fiorghefc  at  Rome, 
in  a fitting  pofturc,  with  an  open  hand,  which 


is  vulgarly  given  to  Belifarius,  may  be  aferibed 
with  more  dignity  to  Auguflus  in  the  aft  of 
propitiating  Nemefis  (Winckelman,  Hilt,  de 
l'Art,  tom.  iii.  p.  266.).  Ex  nuftumo  vifd 
ctiam  llipem,  quotannis,  die  certo,  emendi- 
cabat  a populo,'Cavam  manum  afles  porrigen- 
tibus  prxbens  (Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  9k.  with 
an  excellent  note  of  Cafaubon). 

71  The  rubor  of  Domitian  is  Higmatifed, 
quaintly  enough,  by  the  pen  of  Tacitus  (in 
Vit.  Agricol.  c.  45.);  and  his  been  likewife 
noticed  by  the  younger  Pliny  (Panegyr. 
c.  48.)  and  Suetonius  (in  Domitian,  c.  18. 
and  Cafaubon  ad  locum).  Procopius  (Anec- 
dot.  c.  8.)  foolilhly  believes  that  only  one  buft 
of  Domitian  had  reached  the  vi‘k  century. 
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conjugal  tendcrnefs  for  Theodora ; and  his  abftemious  diet  was  re- 
gulated, not  by  the  prudence  of  a philofopher,  but  the  luperftition 
of  a monk.  His  rcpafts  were  Ihort  and  frugal : on  foletnn  falls,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  water  and  vegetables ; and  fuch  was  his 
ftrength,  as  well  as  fervour,  that  he  frequently  palled  two  days  and 
as  many  nights,  without  tailing  any  food.  The  meafure  of  his 
deep  was  not  lefs  rigorous : after  the  repofe  of  a Angle  hour,  the 
body  was  awakened  by  the  foul,  and,  to  the  allonifliment  of  his 
chamberlains,  Juftinian  walked  or  lludied  till  the  morning  light. 
Such  relllefs  application  prolonged  his  time  for  the  acquifition  of 
knowledge  ’*  and  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs ; and  he  might  fcrioully 
deferve  the  reproach  of  confounding,  by  minute  and  prepofterous 
diligence,  the  general  order  of  his  adminillration.  The  emperor 
profeHed  himfelf  a mufician  and  architect,  a poet  and  philofopher, 
a lawyer  and  theologian ; and  if  he  failed  in  the  cntcrprife  of  recon- 
ciling the  ChrilHan  fe£ts,  the  review  of  the  Roman  jurifprudence 
is  a noble  monument  of  his  fpirit  and  induflry.  In  the  government 
of  the  empire,  he  was  lefs  wife  or  lefs  fuccefsful : the  age  was  un- 
fortunate ; the  people  was  opprefled  and  difcontented  j Theodora 
abufed  her  power  ; a fuccelfion  of  bad  minillers  difgraced  his  judg- 
ment ; and  Juftinian  was  neither  beloved  in  his  life,  nor  regretted 
at  his  death.  The  love  of  fame  was  deeply  implanted  in  his  brealt, 
but  he  condefcended  to  the  poor  ambition  of  titles,  honours,  and 
contemporary  praife  ; and  while  he  laboured  to  fix  the  admira- 
tion, he  forfeited  the  eftecm  and  affe&ion  of  the  Romans.  The 
defign  of  the  African  and  Italian  wars  was  boldly  conceived  and  ex- 
ecuted : and  his  penetration  difcovered  the  talents  of  Belifarius  in 

r*  The  ftudies  and  fcience  of  Juftinian  are  copius.  Confult  the  copious  index  of  Ale* 
attcfted  by  theconfeffion  (Anecdot.  c.  8.  13. )»  mannus,  and  read  (he  life  of  Juftinian  by 
Aiil  more  than  by  the  praifcs  (Gothic.  I.  iii.  Ludcwig  (p.  1 3 5— 142  ). 
c.  31.  de  Edific.  1.  i.  Proem,  c.  7.),  of  Pro- 
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C H^A  p.  tj,e  cf  Narfcs  in  the  palace.  But  the  name  of  the  emperor 

v ' is  eclipfed  by  the  names  of  his  victorious  generals ; and  Belifarius 

ftill  lives,  to  upbraid  the  envy  and  ingratitude  of  his  fovereign.  The 
partial  favour  of  mankind  applauds  the  genius  of  a conqueror,  who. 
leads  and  direds  his  fubjeds  in  the  exercife  of  arms.  The  charac- 
ters of  Philip  the  Second  and  of  Juftinian  are  diftinguilhed  by  the 
cold  ambition  which  delights  in  war,  and  declines  the  dangers  of 
the  field.  Yet  a coloflal  ftatue  of  bronze  reprefented  the  emperor 
©n  horfeback,  preparing  to  march  againft  the  Pcrfians  in  the  habit 
and  armour  of  Achilles.  In  the  great  fquare  before  the  church  of 
St.  Sophia,  this  monument  was  raifed  on  a brafs  column  and  a ftone 
pedcftal  of  feven  Heps  : and  the  pillar  of  Theodofius,  which  weighed 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  of  filver,  was  removed  from 
the  fame  place  by  the  avarice  and  vanity  of  Juftinian.  Future  princes 
were  more  juft  or  indulgent  to  bis  memory;  the  elder  Andronicur, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  repaired  and  beautified 
his  equeftrian  ftatue  : fince  the  fall  of  the  empire,  it  has  been  melted 
into  cannon  by  the  victorious  Turks 


I fliatl  conclude  this  chapter  with  the  comets,  the  earthquakes, 
and  the  plague,  which  aftonifhed  or  afflicted  the  age  of  Juftinian. 

Comets,  L In  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  month  of  September, 
J3n  539.  a'  0011161,4  was  feen  during  twenty  days  in  the  weftern  quarter  of  the 
heavens,  and  which  fhot  its  rays  into  the  north.  Eight  years  after- 
wards,. while  the  fun  was  in  Capricorn,  another  comet  appeared 
to  follow  in  the  Sagitary : the  fizc  was  gradually  encreafing ; the 
head  was  in  the  caft,.the  tail  in  the  weft,  and  it  remained  vifible  above 


71  See  in  the  C.  P.  Chriftiana  of  Ducinge 
(1.  i.  c.  24.  N°  ; a chain  of  original  tefti- 
monies,  from  Procopiui  in-lhc  viu<  to  Gylliur 
in  the  xvi1*,  century. 

’*  The  firfl  comet  i>  mentioned  by  John 
Mtlala  (tom.  ii.  p.  190, 119.}  andThcophiaei 


(p.  154.);  the  fecond  by  Procopins  (Perfic. 
1.  ii.  c.  4.).  Yet  I flrongly  fufpeft  their  iden- 
tity. The  palenefs  of  the  fun  (Vandal.  I.i>. 
c.  14.)  is  applied  by  Thcophancs  (p.  tjS.)  to 
a different  year, 

i a.  forty, 
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Forty  days.  The  nations,  who  gazed  with  aftonUhment,  expeCtcd  c ^ * p- 

wars  and  calamities  from  their  baleful  influence ; and  thefe-expeCIa-  c. , — j 

lions  were  abundantly  fulfilled.  The  aftronomers  diflembled  their 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  thefe  blazing  ftars,  which  they  affeCted 
to  reprefent  as  the  floating  meteors  of  the  air ; and  few  among  them 
embraced  the  fimple  notion  of  Seneca  and  the  Chaldreans,  that  they 
are  only  planets  of  a longer  period  and  more  eccentric  motion". 

Time  and  fcience  have  juftified  the  conjectures  and  predictions  of 
the  Roman  l'age  : the  telefcope  ha3  opened  new  worlds  to  the  eyes 
of  aftronomers 74 ; and,  in  the  narrow  fpace  of  hiftory  and  fable, 
one  and  the  fame  comet  is  already  found  to  have  revifited  the  earth 
in  /even  equal  revolutions  of  five  hundred  and  feventy-five  years. 

The  /r/i  ”,  which  afeends  beyond  the  Chriflian  ara  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-feven  years,  is  coeval  with  Ogygcs  the 
father  of  Grecian  antiquity.  And  this  appearance  explains  the  tra- 
dition which  Varro  has  preferved,  that  under  his  reign,  the  planet 
Venus  changed  her  colour,  fize,  figure,  and  courfe  ; a prodigy, 
without  example  either  in  pad  or  fuccceding  ages7'.  The  fecov.d 
vifit,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  is  darkly  implied 
in  the  fable  of  Electra  the  feventh  of  the  Pleiads,  who  have  been 
reduced  to  fix  fincc  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war.  That  nymph,  the 
wife  of  Dardanus,  was  unable  to  fupport  the  ruin  of  her  country  : 


75  Seneca**  vU*h  book  of  Natural  QueAioni 
difplays,  in  the  theory  of  comets,  a philofo- 
phic  mind.  Yet  fhould  we  not  too  can- 
didly confound  a vague  prediction,  a vc- 
riet  rempu?,  &c.  with  the  merit  of  real 
difeoverie*. 

76  Allronoraers  may  fludy  New  ton  »nd  Hal- 
ley. I draw  my  humble  fcience  from  the  ar- 
ticle Comete,  in  the  French  Encyclopedic 
by  M.  d’Alembert. 

77  Whiflon,  the  honeft,  pious,  vifionary 
\V  hi  lion,  had  fancied,  for  the  xra  of  Noah’s 
flood  (2242  years  before  Chritt),  a prior  ap- 


paiition  of  the  famtt  comet  which  drowned 
the  earth  with  its  tail. 

7“  A Diliertation  of  Frerct  (Memoires  de 
l’Academie  des  lnfcriptioos,  tom,  x.  p.  357 
— 377.)  affords  an  happy  union  of  philofophy 
and  erudition.  The  phenomenon  in  the  time 
of  Ogygcs  was  preferved  by  Varro  (apud  Au- 
guAin.  de  Civitate  Dei,  xxi.  8.),  who  quotes 
Caftor,  Dion  of  Naples,  and  Adraitus  of  C;- 
licus— nobiles  mathematici.  The  two  fub- 
fcquent  periods  are  preferved  by  the  Greek 
mythologiAs  and  the  fpuriou*  books  of  Sibyl- 
line verfeaL 
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c a p.  fjie  abandoned  the  dances  of  her  filler  orbs,  fled  from  the  zodiac 

«— v > to  the  north  pole,  and  obtained,  from  her  di (he veiled  locks,  the  name 

of  the  comet.  The  third  period  expires  in  the  year  fix  hundred  and 
eighteen,  a date  that  exactly  agrees  with  the  tremendous  comet  of 
the  Sibyll,  and  perhaps  of  Pliny,  which  arofe  in  the  Well  two  ge- 
nerations before  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  The  fourth  apparition,  forty- 
four  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  is  of  all  others  the  mod  fplen- 
did  and  important.  After  the  death  of  Caifar,  a long-haired  (lar 
was  confpicuous  to  Rome  and  to  the  nations,  during  the  games 
which  were  exhibited  by  young  Odtavian,  in  honour  of  Venus  and 
his  uncle.  The  vulgar  opinion,  that  it  conveyed  to  heaven  the 
divine  foul  of  the  dictator,  was  cherifhed  and  confecrated  by  the 
piety  of  a (latefman : while  his  fecret  fuperflition  referred  the  comet 
to  the  glory  of  his  own  times”.  The  fifth  vifit  has  been  already 
aferibed  to  the  fifth  year  of  Juftinian,  which  coincides  with  the  five 
hundred  and  thirty-firft  of  the  Chriftian  xra.  And  it  may  deferve 
notice,  that  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding  inftance,  the  comet  was 
followed,  though  at  a longer  interval,  by  a remarkable  palenefs 
of  the  fun.  The  fixth  return,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
fix,  is  recorded  by  the  chronicles  of  Europe  and  China ; and  in 
the  firft  .fervour  of  the  Crufades,  the  Chriftians  and  the  Mahomet- 
ans might  furmife  with  equal  reafon,  that  it  portended  the  de- 
firuction  of  the  Infidels.  The  feventh  phenomenon,  of  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty,  was  prefented  to  the  eyes  of  an  enlightened 
age  *°.  The  philofophy  of  Bayle  difpelled  a prejudice  which  Mil- 


79  Pliny  (Hid.  Nat_ii.  23.)  has  transcribed 
the  original  memorial  of  Augu&us.  Mairan,  in 
his  moll  ingenious  letters  to  the  P.  Parennin, 
million  ary  in  China,  removes  the  games  and 
the  comet  of  September,  from  the  year  44  to 
the  year  43,  before  the  Chrillian  sera  ; but  I 
am  not  totally  fubdued  by  the  criticifm  of  the 
afironooier  (Opufcules,  p.  275 — 35J.). 

**  This  lad  conk:  was  vifibic  in  the  month 


of  December  1680.  Bayle,  who  begun  his* 
Penfces  fur  la  Comcte  in  January  1681. 
(Oeuvres,  tom.aii.),  was  forced  to  argue  that 
a fuftrvatur al  comet  would  have  confirmed 
the  ancients  in  their  idolatry.  Bernoulli 
(fee  his  Elcgt,  in  Fontenclle,  tom.  v.  p.  99.) 
was  forced  to  allow  that  the  tail,  though  not 
the  head,  was  a ftgn  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
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ton’s  mufc  had  fo  recently  adorned,  that  the  comet  “ from  its 
w horrid  hair  Ihakes  peftilence  and  war  Its  road  in  the  heavens 
was  obferved  with  exquifite  flull  by  Flamftead  and  Caflini  ; and 
the  mathematical  fciencc  of  Bernoulli,  Newton,  and  Halley,  in- 
veftigated  the  laws  of  its  revolutions.  At  the  eighth  period,  in  the 
year  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five,  their  calculations 
may  perhaps  be  verified  by  the  afironomers  of  fome  future  capital 
in  the  Siberian  or  American  wilderncfs. 

II.  The  near  approach  of  a comet  may  injure  or  deftroy  the  globe 
which  we  inhabit  j but  the  changes  on  its  furface  have  been  hitherto 
produced  by  the  action  of  vulcanos  and  earthquakes”.  The  nature 
of  the  foil  may  indicate  the  countries  mod  expofed  to  thefe  formid- 
able concuffions,  fince  they  are  caufed  by  fubterraneous  fires,  and 
fuch  fires  are  kindled  by  the  union  and  fermentation  of  iron  and 
fulphur.  But  their  times  and  effects  appear  to  lie  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  curiofity,  and  the  philofopher  will  difcreetly  abftain 
from  the  prediction  of  earthquakes,  till  he  has  counted  the  drops  of 
water  that  filently  filtrate  on  the  inflammable  mineral,  and  mcafured 
the  caverns  which  encreafe  by  refiftance  the  explofion  of  the  im- 
prifoned  air.  Without  aligning  the  caufe,  hiftory  will  diflinguiih 
the  periods  in  which  thefe  calamitous  events  have  been  rare  or  fre- 
quent, and  will  obferve,  that  this  fever  of  the  earth  raged  with 
uncommon  violence  during  the  reign  of  Juftinian”.  Each  year  is 

marked 


11  Paradifc  Loft  was  publiftied  in  the  year 
1667  ; and  the  famous  lines  (1.  ii.  708,  Sec.), 
which  ftartlcd  the  ltccnfer,  may  allude  to  the 
recent  comet  of  1664,  obferved  by  Caflini  at 
Rome  in  the  prcfcnce  of  queen  Chriftrna 
(Fontenelle,  in  his  Eloget  tom.  v.  p.  338.). 
Had  Charles  II.  betrayed  any  fyin^-toras  of 
curioflty  or  fear  ? 

For  the  caufc  of  earthquakes,  fee  Buf- 


fon  (tom.  i.  p.  502 — 536.  Supplement  a 
rHift.  Naturclle,  tom.  v.  p.  382 — 390.  edi- 
tion in  4**),  Valmontdc  Bomarc  (Dittionaire 
d’Hiiloirc  Naturclle,  7 rtmLUmtns  Je  T ern, 
Pjritn) , Watfon  (Chemical  Eftays,  tom.  i. 
p.  181  — 209.). 

The  earthquakes, that  ftiook  the  Roman 
world  in  the  reign  of  Jcltinian,  are  deferibed 
or  mentioned  by  Procopius  (Goth.  I.  iv.c.  25. 
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marked  by  the  repetition  of  earthquakes,  of  fuch  duration,  that  Coiv 
dantinople  has  been  fhaken  above  forty  days ; of  fuch  extent,  that 
the  fhock  has  been  communicated  to  the  whole  furface  of  the  globe, 
or  at  lead  of  the  Roman  empire.  An  impulfive  or  vibratory  motion 
was  felt:  enormous  chafins  were  opened,  huge  and  heavy  bodies 
were  dilcharged  into  the  air,  the  fea  alternately  advanced  and  re- 
treated beyond  its  ordinary  bounds,  and  a mountain  was  torn  from 
Libanus  “,  and  call  into  the  waves,  where  it  protetted,  as  a mole, 
the  new  harbour  of  Botrys  *’  in  Phoenicia.  The  droke  that  agitates 
an  ant-hill,  may  crufh  the  infetd-myriads  in  the  dud  ; vet  truth 
mud  extort  a confeflion,  that  man  has  indudrioufly  laboured  for  his 
own  dedru&ion.  The  inditution  of  great  cities,  which  include  a 
nation  within  the  limits  of  a wall,  aimed  realizes  the  wiflr  of  Ca- 
ligula, that  the  Roman  people  had  but  orte  neck.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pcrl'ons  are  faid  to  have  pcridicd  in  the  earth- 
quake of  Antioch,  whofe  domcdic  multitudes  were  fwelled  by  the 
conflux  of  drangers  to  the  fedival  of  the  Afccnfion.  The  lofs  of 
Berytus*6  was  of  fmaller  account,  but  of  much  greater  value.  That 
city,  on  the  coad  of  Phoenicia,  was  illudrated  by  the  dudy  of  the 
civil  law,  which  opened  the  fured  road  to  wealth  and  dignity  : the 
fchools  of  Berytus  were  filled  with  the  rifing  fpirits  of  the  age,  and 


Anccdot.  c.  i8  ),  Agathias  (l.ii.  p.  5 2,  53, 
54.  !.  v.  p.  145 — 152.)*  John  Malala  (Chroa* 
tom.ii.  p.  140—146.  176, 177.  183. 193.  220. 
229.231.233,234 ).  and  Thcophanes  (p.  151, 
183.  189.  19!  — 196.). 

•4  An  abrupt  height,  a perpendicular  cape, 
between  Aradui  and  Botrys,  named  by  the 
Greeks  and  irrfwvTtr  or  tjfhirfee- 

by  the  fcrupulous  Chriliians  (Polyb.  l.v. 
f>.  411.  Pompon.  Mela,  1 i.  c.  iz.  p.  87. 
cum  Ifaac  Vofl.  Obfervat.  Manndrell,  Jour- 
ney, p.  32,  33.  Focock’sDefcripiioo,  vol.  ii. 
S'  99-)- 


*'  Boiry«  was  founded  (ann.  ante  Chrift. 
935  — 903.)  by  Ishobal,  king  of  Tyre  (Mar- 
fti.tm,  Canon  Chroa.  p.  383, 388.).  Its  poor 
reprefentative,  the  village  of  Pauone,  is  now 
dellitute  of  an  harbour. 

“ The  univerfity,  fplendonr,  and  roin  of 
Berytus,  arc  celebrated  byHeineccius  (p.  351 
— 356.)  as  an  cflential  part  of  the  hiitory  of 
the  Roman  taw.  It  was  overthrown  in  the 
xxv'h  year  of  JulVinian,  A.  D.  551,  July  9 
(Theophanes.  p.  192  ):  but  Agathiaa  (I.  ii. 
p.  51,  52.)  fufper.ds  the  earthquake  till  he 
hat  atchieved  the  Italian  war. 


many 
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many  a youth  was  loft  in  the  earthquake,  who  might  have  lived  to 
be  the  feourge  or  the  guardian  of  his  country.  In  thefe  diftafters, 
the  architect  becomes  the  enemy  of  mankind.  The  hut  of  a favage, 
or  the  tent  of  an  Arab,  may  be  thrown  down  without  injury  to  the 
inhabitant ; and  the  Peruvians  had  reafon  to  deride  the  folly  of  their 
Spanifh  conquerors,  who  with  fo  much  coft  and  labour  ereded  their 
own  fcpulchres.  The  rich  marbles  of  a patrician  are  daftied  on  his 
own  head  : a whole  people  is  buried  under  the  ruins  of  public  and 
private  edifices,  and  the  conflagration  is  kindled  and  propagated  by 
the  innumerable  fires  which  are  neceffary  for  the  fubfiftence  and 
manufactures  of  a gTeat  city.  Inftead  of  the  mutual  fympathy  which 
might  comfort  and  affift  the  diftreffed,  they  dreadfully  experience 
the  vices  and  paflions  which  are  releafed  from  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment : the  tottering  houfes  are  pillaged  by  intrepid  avarice;  revenge 
embraces  the  moment,  and  feleds  the  vidim ; and  the  earth  often 
fwallows  the  affaflin  or  the  ravifher  in  the  confummation  of  their 
crimes.  Superitition  involves  the  prefent  danger  with  invifible  ter- 
rors ; and  if  the  image  of  death  may  fometimes  be  fubfervient  to 
the  virtue  or  repentance  of  individuals,  an  affrighted  people  is  more 
forcibly  moved  to  exped  the  end  of  the  world,  or  to  deprecate  with 
fcrvile  homage  the  wrath  of  an  avenging  Deity. 

III.  ./Ethiopia  and  Egypt  have  been  ftigmatifed  in  every  age,  as 
the  original  fource  and  feminary  of  the  plague".  In  a damp,  hot, 
ftagnating  air,  this  African  fever  is  generated  from  the  putrefadion 
of  animal  fubftances,  and  cfpccially  from  the  fwarms  of  locufts,  not 
Icfs  deftrudive  to  mankind  in  their  death  than  in  their  lives.  The 
fatal  difeafe  which  depopulated  the  earth  in  the  time  of  Juftinian 
and  his  fucceffors  ",  firft  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pelu- 

fium,, 

,f  I have  read  with  pleafure  Mead’s  ftiort  **  The  great  plague  which  raged  in  542 
but  elegant  treatife  concerning  Pcftilential  and  the  following  years  (Pagi,  Critic*,  tom.  ii* 
Difordcrs,  the  viiitk  edition,  London,  1722.  p.  518.)*  he  traced  in  Procopius  (Per lie. 
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C xli^  P’  ^un,»  between  the  Serbonian  bog  and  the  caftern  channel  of  the 

» — Nile.  From  thence,  tracing  as  it  were  a double  path,  it  fpread  to 

the  Eaft,  over  Syria,  I’erfia,  and  the  Indies,  and  penetrated  to  the 
Weft,  along  the  coafl  of  Africa,  and  over  the  continent  of  Europe. 
In  the  fpring  of  the  fecond  year,  Conftantinople,  during  three  or 
four  months,  was  vifited  by  the  peftilence  : and  Procopius,  who  ob- 
ferved  its  progrefs  and  fymptoms  with  the  eyes  of  a physician'*,  has 
emulated  the  Ikill  and  diligence  of  Thucydides  in  the  defeription  of 
the  plague  of  Athens”.  The  infection  was  fometimes  announced 
by  the  vifions  of  a diftempered  fancy,  and  the  vidtim  defpaired  as 
foon  as  he  had  heard  the  menace  and  felt  the  ftrokc  of  an  invifiblc 
lpe&re.  But  the  greater  number,  in  their  beds,  in  the  ftreets,  in 
their  ufual  occupation,  were  furprifed  by  a flight  fever ; fo  flight 
indeed,  that  neither  the  pulfe  nor  the  colour  of  the  patient  gave  any 
figns  of  the  approaching  danger.  The  fame,  the  next,  or  the  fuc- 
cceding  day,  it  was  declared  by  the  fwelling  of  the  glands,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  groin,  of  the  arm-pits,  and  under  the  ear;  and 
when  thefe  bubos  or  tumours  were  opened,  they  were  found  to 
contain  a coal , or  black  fubftance,  of  the  fize  of  a lentil.  If  they  came 
to  a juft  fwelling  and  fuppuration,  the  patient  was  faved  by  this 
kind  and  natural  difeharge  of  the  morbid  humour.  But  if  they  con- 
tinued hard  and  dry,  a mortification  quickly  enfued,  and  the  fifth 
day  was  commonly  the  term  of  his  life.  The  fever  was  often  ac- 


1.  u.  C.1I,  2}.),  Agathiai(!.».  p.  1,3,  154.), 
Evagrius  (1.  iv.  c.  29.),  Paul  Diacoous  (I.  ii. 
c.  4.  p.  776,777.),  Gregory  of  Tours  (tom.ii. 
1.  iv.  c.  5.  p.  205.),  who  ilyles  it  Luts  lngui - 
naria%  and  the  Chronicles  of  Vidlor  J’unnu- 
nenfts  (p.  9.  inThefaur.Temporum),ofMar- 
cellinus  (p.  54.), and  cf  Thccphanes  (p.  1 53.). 

**  Dr.  Freind  (Hift.  Medicin.  in  Opp. 
p.  416—420.  Lond.  1733.)  is  fatiified  that 
Procopius  mud  have  ftudied  phytic  from  his 
knowledge  and  ufc  of  the  technical  words. 

IO 


Yet  many  words  that  are  now  feientific,  were 
common  and  popular  in  the  Greek  idiom. 

90  See  Thucydides,  I.  ii.  C.  47 — 54.  p.  127 
— 133.  edit,  Dukcr,  and  the  poetical  deferip- 
tion of  the  fame  plague  by  Lucretius  (I.  vL 
1 1 36—1 284  ).  I was  indebted  to  Dr.  Hun- 
ter for  an  elaborate  commentary  on  this  part 
of  Thucydidea,  a quarto  of  600  pages  (Ve- 
net.  1603,  apud  Juntas),  which  was  pro- 
nounced in  St.  Mark’s  library  by  Fabius  Paul- 
linufi  U linen tis,  a phyfician  and  philofopher. 

companied 
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cofttpanied  with  lethargy  or  delirium  ; the  bodies  of  the  fick  were 
covered  with  black  pudules  or  carbuncles,  the  fytnptoms  of  imme- 
diate death  ; and  in  the  conditutions  too  feeble  to  produce  an  erup- 
tion, the  vomiting  of  blood  was  followed  by  a mortification  of  the 
bowels.  To  pregnant  women  the  plague  was  generally  mortal : 
yet  one  infant  was  drawn  alive  from  his  dead  mother,  and  three 
mothers  furvived  the  lofs  of  their  infected  feetus.  Youth  was  the 
mod  perilous  feafon ; and  the  female  fex  was  lefs  fufceptible  than 
the  male  : but  every  rank  and  profeflion  was  attacked  with  indif- 
criminatc  rage,  and  many  of  thofe  who  efcaped  were  deprived  of 
the  ufe  of  their  fpeech,  without  being  fecure  from  a return  of  the 
diforder  The  phyficians  of  Conftantincplc  were  zealous  and 
Ikilful : but  their  art  was  baffled  by  the  various  fytnptoms  and  per- 
tinacious vehemence  of  the  difeafe  : the  fame  remedies  were  pro- 
ductive of  contrary  effects,  and  the  event  capricioufly  dif'appointed 
their  prognoses  of  death  or  recovery.  The  order  of  funerals,  and 
the  right  of  fepulchres,  were  confounded  ; thofe  who  were  left  with- 
out friends  or  fervants,  lay  unburied  in  the  flrcets  or  in  their  defolate 
lioufes ; and  a magiflrate  was  authorised  to  collect  the  promifeuous 
heaps  of  dead  bodies,  to  tranfport  them  by  land  or  water,  and  to 
inter  them  in  deep  pits  beyond  the  precindts  of  the  city.  Their 
own  danger,  and  the  profpcCt  of  public  diftrefs,  awakened  fome 
remorfc  in  the  minds  of  the  mod  vicious  of  mankind  : the  confi- 
dence of  health  again  revived  their  paflions  and  habits ; but  phi- 
lofophy  mud  difdain  the  obfervation  of  Procopius,  that  the  lives  of 
fuch  men  were  guarded  by  the  peculiar  favour  of  fortune  or  pro- 
vidence. He  forgot,  or  perhaps  he  fecretly  recollected,  that  the 
plague  had  touched  the  perfon  of  Judinian  himfelf : but  the  abde- 

91  Thucydides  (c.  51.)  affirms  that  the  in-  this  repetition  is  confirmed  by  Fabius  Paulli- 
frttion  cou!d  only  be  once  taken;  but  Eva-  nus  (p.  588-).  1 obferve,  that  on  thi*  head 

grius,  who  had  family*  perirnceof  the  plague,  phyficians  are  divided  ; and  tho  nature  and 
obferves,  that  Tome  perfons  who  had  efcaped  operation  of  the  difeafe  may  not  always  be 
the  firft,  funk  under  the  fccocd  atuck ; and  iimilar. 

Vol.  IV.  U u mious 
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mious  diet  of  the  emperor  may  fuggeft,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Socrates, 
a more  rational  and  honourable  caufe  for  his  recovery**.  During 
his  ficknefs,  the  public  confternation  was  exprelfed  in  the  habits  of 
the  citizens ; and  their  idlenefs  and  defpondence  occafioned  a general 
fcarcity  in  the  capital  of  the  Eaft. 

Contagion  is  the  infeparable  fymptom  of  the  plague  ; which,  by 
mutual  refpiration,  is  transfufed  from  the  infc&ed  perfons  to  the; 
lungs  and  ftomach  of  thofe  who  approach  them.  While  philofo- 
phers  believe  and  tremble,  it  is  lingular,  that  the  exiftence  of  a real 
danger  fhould  have  been  denied  by  a people  moft  prone  to  vain 
and  imaginary  terrors  Yet  the  fellow-citizens  of  Procopius 
were  fatisfied,  by  fome  Ihort  and  partial  experience,  that  the  in- 
fection could  not  be  gained  by  the  clofeft  converfation** ; and  this 
perfuafion  might  fupport  the  afliduity  of  friends  or  phyficians  in 
the  care  of  the  lick,  whom  inhuman  prudence  would  have  con- 
demned to  folitude  and  defpair.  But  the  fatal  fecurity,  like  the 
prcdcftination  of  the  Turks,  mull  have  aided  the  progrefs  of  the 
contagion ; and  thofe  falutary  precautions  to  which  Europe  is  in- 
debted for  her  fafety,  were  unknown  to  the  government  of  Jufti- 
nian.  No  reftraints  were  impofed  on  the  free  and  frequent  in- 
tcrcourfe  of  the  Roman  provinces : from  Perfia  to  France,  the  na- 
tions were  mingled  and  infe&ed  by  wars  and  emigrations ; and 
the  peftilential  odour  which  lurks  for  years  in  a bale  of  cotton, 
was  imported,  by  the  abufe  of  trade,  into  the  moft  diftant  regions. 


It  was  thus  that  Socrates  had  been  faved 
by  his  temperance  in  the  plague  of  Athena 
(Aul.  Gellius,  Nod.  Attic,  ii.  i.).  Dr. 
Mead  accounts  for  the  peculiar  falubrity  of 
religious  houfes,  by  the  two  advantages  of 
ieclufion  and  abstinence  (p.  18,  19*). 

»*  Mead  proves  that  the  plague  is  conta- 
gious, from  Thucydides,  Lucretius,  Ariftotle, 
Galen,  and  common  experience  (p.  10  — 20.) ; 
and  he  refutes  (Preface,  p.  ia— xiii.)  the  con- 
trary opinion  of  the  French  phyficuns  who 


viGted  Marfcilles  in  the  year  172Q.  Yet 
thefe  were  the  recent  and  enlightened  fpetta- 
tors  of  a plague  which,  in  a few  months* 
fwept  away  50,000  inhabitants  (fur  la  Pefte 
de  Marfeilie,  Paris,  1786)  of  a city  that,  in 
the  prefect  hour  of  profprmy  and  trade,  con- 
tains no  more  than  90,000  fouls  (Necker,  fur 
lei  Finances,  tom.  i.  p.  231.). 

The  flrong  aflertions  of  Procopius — m 
*ti  yaf  are  overthrown  by  the 

fabfequent  experience  of  Evagrins. 

The 
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The  mode  of  its  propagation  is  explained  by  the  remark  of  Pro- 
copius himfelf,  that  it  always  fpread  from  the  fea-coaft  to  the  in- 
land country : the  mod  fequeftcrcd  iflands  and  mountains  were 
fucceftively  vifited ; the  places  which  had  elcaped  the  fury  of  its 
firft  paflagc,  were  alone  expofed  to  the  contagion  of  the  enfuing 
year.  The  winds  might  diffufe  that  fubtle  venom ; but  unlefs 
the  atmofphere  be  previoufly  difpofed  for  its  reception,  the  plague 
would  foori  expire  in  the  cold  or  temperate  climates  of  the  earth. 
Such  was  the  univerfal  corruption  of  the  air,  that  the  peftilence 
which  burft  forth  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Juftinian  was  not 
checked  or  alleviated  by  any  difference  of  the  feafons.  In  time,  its 
firft  malignity  was  abated  and  difperfed  ; the  difeaie  alternately 
languillicd  and  revived  ; but  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  a calamitous 
period  of  fifty-two  years,  that  mankind  recovered  their  health,  or 
the  air  refumed  its  pure  and  falubrious  quality.  No  fails  have 
been  preferved  to  fuftain  an  account,  or  even  a conjedture,  of  the 
numbers  that  periihed  in  this  extraordinary  mortality.  I only  find, 
that  during  three  months,  five,  and  at  length  ten,  thoufand  perfons 
died  each  day  at  Oonftantinople  ; that  many  cities  of  the  Eaft  were 
left  vacant,  and  that  in  feveral  diftriils  of  Italy  the  harveft  and  the 
vintage  withered  on  the  ground.  The  triple  fcourge  of  war,  pef- 
tilence, and  famine,  afflicted  the  fubjeils  of  Juftinian,  and  his  reign 
is  difgraced  by  a vifible  decreafe  of  the  human  fpecies,  which  has 
never  been  repaired  in  fome  of  the  faireft  countries  of  the  globe  ”. 

9*  After  fome  figures  of  rhetoric,  the  fands  nos  (p.  80.)  and  Coufin  (tom.  iii.  p.  178.) 
of  the  fea,  Sec.  Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  18.)  tran/Iate  this  paffage  “ two  hundred  mil- 
attempts  a more  definite  account:  that  ^f*a~  lions but  I am  ignorant  of  their  motives. 

fLvpxiw  fivpun  had  been  exterminated  un-  If  we  drop  the  f the  remaining  jud- 
der the  reign  of  the  Imperial  dxmon.  The  a myriad  of  myriads,  would  fur* 

expredion  is  obfeure  in  grammar  and  arith-  nidi  one  hundred  milliopj,  a cumber  not 
metic ; and  a literal  interpretation  would  pro-  wholly  inadmidible. 
duce  feveral  millions  of  millions.  Aleman- 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 

Idea  of  the  Roman  Jurifprudence. — The  Laws  of  the 
Kings. — The  Twelve  Tables  of  the  Decemvirs. — The 
Laws  of  the  People. — The  Decrees  of  the  Senate. — 
The  EdiEls  of  the  Magif  rates  and  Emperors. — Autho- 
rity of  the  Civilians. — Code,  PandeEls , Novels , and 
Jnjlitutes  of  Juflinian  : — I.  Rights  of  Perfons. — 
II.  Rights  of  Things.  — III.  Private  Injuries  and 
Actions. — IV.  Crimes  and  P unifhments. 

THE  vain  titles  of  the  vi&ories  of  Juflinian  are  crumbled  into 
duA:  but  the  name  of  the  legiflator  is  inferibed  on  a fair  and 
everlafling  monument.  Lender  his  reign,  and  by  his  care,  the  civil 
jurifprudence  was  digcflcd  in  the  immortal  works  of  the  Code,  the 
Pandects,  and  the  Institutes’:  the  public  rcafon  of  the  Ro- 
mans has  been  filently  or  fludioufly  tranfufed  into  the  domeflic  in- 
Aitutions  of  Europe  and  the  laws  of  JuAinian  Aill  command  the 

* The  civilians  of  the  darker  ages  have  erta- 
blifhed  an  abfurd  and  incomprchcnfible  mode 
of  quotation,  which  is  fupported  by  authority 
and  ctiftofD.  In  their  references  to  the  Code, 
the  PandeAs,  and  the  Inftitutes,  they  men- 
tion the  number,  not  of  the  Iwk,  but  only  of 
the  law  ; and  content  thcmfclvrs  with  recit- 
ing the  fir  ft  words  of  the  title  to  which  it  be- 
longs ; and  r ibtfe  tit1cs  there  are  more  than 
a thousand.  Ludewig  ( Vit.  Juftiniani,p.  268  ) 
wifhes  to  fluke  oft'  this  pedantic  yoke  ; and  I 
have  dared  to  adopt  the  funple  and  rational 


method  of  numbering  the  book,  the  title* 
and  the  law. 

* Germany,  Bohemia,  Hungary,  Poland, 
and  Scotland , have  received  them  as  common 
law  or  rcafon  ; in  France,  Italy,  Sec.  they  pof- 
fefi  a direfl  or  indirecl  influence ; and  they 
were  rtfprfted  in  England,  from  Stephen  to 
Edward  I.  our  national  juflinian  (Duck,  de 
Ufa  et  Aufioritate  Juris  Civilis,  1.  ii.  c.  1.  8 
-—15.  Heincccius,  Hill.  Juris  Gcrmanici, 
c.  3,  4.  N°  55—124.  and  the  legal  hiftoriaos 
of  each  country). 
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refpeft  or  obedience  of  independent  nations.  Wife  or  fortunate  c H A ?• 

is  the  prince  who  connects  his  own  reputation  with  the  honour  and  1 * * 4 , ■ ■/ 

intereft  of  a perpetual  order  of  men.  The  defence  of  their  founder 
is  the  firft  caufe,  which  in  every  age  has  exercifed  the  zeal  and  in- 
duftry  of  the  civilians.  They  pioufly  commemorate  his  virtues  ; 
dillemble  or  deny  his  failings ; and  fiercely  chaftifc  the  guilt  or 
folly  of  the  rebels,  who  prefume  to  fully  the  majefty  of  the  purple. 

The  idolatry  of  love  has  provoked,  as  it  ufually  happens,  the  ran- 
cour of  oppofition ; the  character  of  Juftinian  has  been  expofed  to 
the  blind  vehemence  of  flattery  and  inventive,  and  the  injuflice  of 
a fe£t  (the  Anti-  Tribonians ) has  refufed  all  praife  and  merit  to  the 
prince,  his  minilters,  and  his  laws’.  Attached  to  no  party,  inte- 
refled  only  for  the  truth  and  candour  of  hiftory,  and  directed  by 
the  molt  temperate  and  fkilfui  guides*,  I enter  with  juft  diffidence 
on  the  fubjed  of  civil  law,  which  has  exhaufted  fo  many  learned 
lives,  and  clothed  the  walls  of  fuch  fpacious  libraries.  In  a Angle, 
if  poffible,  in  a fhort  chapter,  I fhall  trace  the  Roman  jurifprudence 
from  Roinulti3  to  Juftinian’,  appreciate  the  labours  of  that  em- 
peror, and  paufe  to  contemplate  the  principles  of  a fcience  fo  im- 
portant to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  fociety.  The  laws  of  a nation 


1 Francis  Hottoman,  a learned  and  acute 

lawyer  of  the  xv'.lfc  century,  wifhed  to  mortify 

Cujacius  and  to  pleafe  the  Chancellor  de  PHo- 
pital.  His  Ami-Tribonianus  (which  I ha\e 
never  been  able  to  procure)  was  publilhed  in 
French  in  1609;  and  hi*  fed  was  propagated 
in  Germany  (Heineccius,  Opp.  tom.iii.  fvl- 
lege  iii.  p.  171  - 183.). 

4 At  the  head  of  iliefe  guiJes,  I (hall  rc- 
fpeft  fully  place  the  learned  and  peripicnous 
Heineccius,  a German  pro  fcflor,  who  died  at 
Halle  in  the  year  1741  (fee  his  Elogc  in  the 
Nouvelle  Bibliothcque  Germaniquc,  tom.  ii. 
p.  51  -6+.).  His  ample  works  have  been 
collected  in  eight  volumes  in  4**,  Geneva, 
1 743  — 1748-  The  treaties  which  1 have 


feparatcly  ufed  are,  1.  IEiloria  Juris  Romani 
et  Germanici,  Lugd.  Batav.  1740,  in  8*. 
2.  Syntagma  Antiquit  stum  Romannm  jurif- 
prudentum  illullrantium,  2 vols.  in  8°,  Tra- 
jed.  ad  Rhenum.  3.  Elementa  Juris  Civilis 
fecund  am  Ordinem  Inftj’utionum,  Lugd.  Bat. 
1751,  in  8°.  4.  Elementa  J.  C.  fecundun* 
Ordinem  PuniiUlaruni,  Trajett.  1772,  in 
2 vols. 

* Our  original  text  is  a fragment  dc  Ori- 
gine  Juris  (PandeA.  1.  r.  tit.  ii.),  of  Pompo- 
nios,  a Roman  lawyer,  who  lived  under  the 
Antonincs  (Heinecc.  tom.  iii.  fyll.  iii.  p.  66 
— 126.).  It  has  been  abridged,  and  probably 
corrupted,  by  Tribonian,  and  fin«e  reilcred 
by  Byukcr&ock  (Opp.  tora.i.  p.  279—304,)* 
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C ^ a p.  form  the  moft  inftrudtive  portion  of  its  hiftory ; and,  although  I 

■ - - ■ have  devoted  myfelf  to  write  the  annals  of  a declining  monarchy,  I 

(hall  embrace  the  occafton  to  breathe  the  pure  and  invigorating  air 
of  the  republic. 

Liws  of  the  The  primitive  government  of  Rome4 5 *  was  compofed,  with  feme 

Rome.°  political  (kill,  of  an  ele&ive  king,  a council  of  nobles,  and  a general 
adcmbly  of  the  people.  War  and  religion  were  adminiftered  by 
the  fupreme  magiftrate;  and  he  alone  propofed  the  laws,  which 
were  debated  in  the  fenate,  and  finally  ratified  or  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  votes  in  the  thirty  curia  or  parilhes  of  the  city.  Ro- 
mulus, Numa,  and  Scrvius  Tullius,  are  celebrated  as  the  moft  an- 
cient legiflators  ; and  each  of  them  claims  his  peculiar  part  in  the 
threefold  divifion  of  jurifprudence 7.  The  laws  of  marriage,  the 
education  of  children,  and  the  authority  of  parents,  which  may  feem 
to  draw  their  origin  from  nature  itfelf,  are  aferibed  to  the  untutored 
wifdom  of  Romulus.  The  law  of  nations  and  of  religious  worfliip, 
which  Numa  introduced,  was  derived  from  his  no&urnal  convcrfe 
with  the  nymph  Egcria.  The  civil  law  is  attributed  to  the  expe- 
rience of  Servius : hi  balanced  the  rights  and  fortunes  of  the  feven 
clafles  of  citizens ; and  guarded,  by  fifty  new  regulations,  the  ob- 
fervance  of  contrails  and  the  puniftiment  of  crimes.  ' The  ftate, 
which  he  had  inclined  towards  a democracy,  was  changed  by  the 
laft  Tarquin  into  lawlefs  defpotii’m  ; and  when  the  kingly  office  was 
aboliffied,  the  patricians  engroffed  the  benefits  of  freedom.  The 
royal  laws  became  odious  or  obfolete ; the  myfterious  depofit  was 
ftlently  preferved  by  the  priefts  and  nobles ; and,  at  the  end  of  fixty 


4 The  conftitational  hiftory  of  the  kings  of 

Rome  may  be  ftudied  in  the  firft  book  of  Livy, 

and  more  copioufly  in  Dionylius  Halicarnaf- 

fcnfis  (1.  ii.  p.  80—96.  1 1 9—  130.I.  iv.  p.  1 98 
—no.),  who  fometiroes  betray*  the  character 
of  a rhetorician  and  a Greek. 


* This  threefold  divifion  of  the  law  was 
applied  to  the  three  Roman  kings  by  Juftut 
Lipfms  (Gpp.  tom.  iv.  p.  279  ) ; is  adopted 
by  Gravina  (Urigines  juris  Civilis,  p.  28. 
edit.  Lipf.  1737)  ; and  is  relufUntly  admit- 
ted by  Mafcou,  bis  German  editor. 
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years,  the  citizens  of  Rome  ftill  complained  that  they  were  ruled 
by  the  arbitrary  fentence  of  the  magiftrate*.  Yet  the  pofitive  in- 
flitutions  of  the  kings  had  blended  themfelves  with  the  public  and 
private  manners  of  the  city;  fome  fragments  of  that  venerable  ju- 
rifprudence*  were  compiled  by  the  diligence  of  antiquarians’,  and 
above  twenty  texts  Hill  fpeak  the  rudenefs  of  the  Pelafgic  idiom  of 
the  Latins'*. 

I fhall  not  repeat  the  well-known  ftory  of  the  Decemvirs",  who 
fullied  by  their  actions  the  honour  of  infcribing  on  brafs,  or  wood, 
or  ivory,  the  twelve  tables  of  the  Roman  laws".  They  were 


• The  moft  ancient  Code  or  Digeft  was 
fly  led  Jus  Pct  iriojium,  from  the  firft  com- 
piler, Papirius,  who  flourilhed  fomewhat  be- 
fore or  after  the  Rfgifagium  (Pandefl.  J.  i. 
tit.  ii.).  The  beft  judicial  critics,  even  Byn- 
kerftioek  (tom.  i.  p.  284,  285.)  and  Heincc- 
cius  (Hift.  J.  C.  R.  1.  i.  c.  16,  17.  and  Opp. 
tom.  iiL  fylloge  iv.  p.  I — 8.)*  giv*  credit  to 
this  tale  of  Pomponius,  without  fufficiently 
adverting  to  the  value  and  rarity  of  fuch  a 
monument  of  the  third  century,  of  the  iVZr/v- 
ratt  city.  I much  fifpefl  that  the  Caius  Pa- 
pirius, the  Pontifex  Maximus,  who  revived 
the  laws  of  N um a (Diony  f.  Hal.  1 . iii.  p.  171.), 
left  only  an  oral  tradition  ; and  that  the  Jus 
Papirianum  of  Granius  Flaccos  (Pandeft.  I.  L. 
tit.  xvi.  leg.  144.)  was  not  a commentary,  but 
an  original  work,  compiled  in  the  time  of 
Cxfar  (Cenforin.  de  Die  Natali,!,  iii.  p.  13. 
Duker  de  Latinitate  J.  C.  p.  I57.). 

9 A pompous,  though  feeble,  attempt  to 
reftore  the  original,  is  made  in  the  Hittoire 
de  la  Jurifprudcnce  Romaine  of  Teraflbn, 
p.  22—72.  Paris,  1750,  in  folio*  a work  of 
more  promife  than  performance. 

,w  In  the  year  1444,  feven  or  eight  tables 
of  brafs  were  dug  up  between  Cortona  and 
Gubio.  A part  of  thefe,  for  the  refl  is  Etruf* 
can,  reprefeots  the  primitive  flate  of  the  Pe- 
lafgic  letters  and  language,  which  are  aferibed 
by  Herodotus  to  that  diflritl  of  Italy  (1.  w 


c.  56,  57,  58.) ; though  this  difficult  paflage 
may  be  explained  of  a Creftona  in  Thrace 
(Notes  de  Larcher,  tom.  i.  p.  256—261.). 
The  favage  dialed  of  the  Eugobiue  tables 
has  exercifcd,  and  may  ftill  elude,  the  divi- 
nation of  criticifm  ; but  the  root  is  undoubt- 
edly Latin,  of  the  fame  age  and  character  at 
the  Saliare  Carmen,  which,  in  the  time  of 
Horace,  none  could  nnderftand.  The  Roman 
idiom,  by  an  infuGon  of  Doric  and  r£olic 
Greek,  was  gradually  ripened  into  the  ftyle 
of  the  xii  tables,  of  the  Duillian  column,  of 
Ennius,  of  Terence,  and  of  Cicero  (Gruter. 
Infcript.  tom,  i.  p.  cxlii.  Scipion  Maffei,  Jflo- 
ria  Diplomatics,  p.  241 — 258.  Bibliothcquc 
Italique,  tom.  iii.  p.  30 — 41.  174 — 205. 
tom.  xiv.  p.  1 — 52.). 

11  Compare  Livy  (1.  iii.  c.  31 — 59.)  with 
Dionyfius  Halicarnaflenfis  (1.  x.  p.  644 — xi. 
p.  691.).  How  concife  and  animated  is  the 
Roman — how  prolix  and  lifelefs  the  Greek? 
Yet  he  has  admirably  judged  the  mailers,  and 
defined  the  roles,  of  hiftorical  competition. 

11  From  the  hiflorians,  Heineccius  (HilL 
J.  R.  1.  i.  N°a6.)  maintains  that  the  twelve 
tables  were  of  brafs—  artas  : in  the  text  of 
Pomponiui  we  read  ebertoj ; for  which  Sca- 
liger  has  fub  diluted  r*btrt*s  ( Bynkerfhoek,. 
p.  286.).  Wood,  brafs,  and  ivory,  might  be 
focccffivcly  employed. 
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dictated  by  the  rigid  and  jealous  fpirit  of  an  ariftocracy,  which  had 
yielded  with  reluctance  to  the  juft  demands  of  the  people.  But  the 
fubftancc  of  the  twelve  tables  was  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  city ; 
and  the  Romans  had  emerged  from  barbarifm,  fincc  they  were 
capable  of  ftudying  and  embracing  the  inftitutions  of  their  more 
enlightened  neighbours.  A wife  Ephefian  was  driven  by  envy  from 
his  native  country : before  he  could  reach  the  fhorcs  of  Latium,  he 
had  obferved  the  various  forms  of  human  nature  and  civil  fociety ; 
he  imparted  his. knowledge  to  the  legiflators  of  Rome,  and  a ftatue 
was  erected  in  the  forum  to  the  perpetual  memory  of  Hermodorus’*. 
The  names  and  divifions  of  the  copper-money,  the  foie  coin  of  the 
infant  ftate,  were  of  Dorian  origin'4 : the  harvefts  of  Campania  and 
Sicily  relieved  the  wants  of  a people  whofe  agriculture  was  often 
interrupted  by  war  and  fadlion  ; and  fince  the  trade  was  eftablilh- 
ed",  the  deputies  who  failed  from  the  Tyber,  might  return  from 
the  fame  harbours  with  a more  precious  cargo  of  political  wifdom. 
The  colonies  of  Great  Greece  had  tranfported  and  improved  the 
arts  of  their  mother-country.  Cumcc  and  Rhegium,  Crotona  and 
Tarentum,  Agrigentum  and  Syracufe,  were  in  the  rank  of  the  moft 
fiourifhing  cities.  The  difciples  of  Pythagoras  applied  philofophy 
to  the  ufe  of  government ; the  unwritten  laws  of  Charondas  ac- 
cepted the  aid  of  poetry  and  mufic“,  and  Zalcucus  framed  the  re- 
public of  the  Locrians,  which  flood  without  alteration  above  two 


11  His  exile  is  mentioned  by  Cicero  (Tuf- 
rulan.  Qiiarflion.  v.  36.);  his  llatuc  by  Pliny 
(Hill.  Nat.  xxxiv.  it.).  The  letter,  dream, 
and  prophecy  of  i f-racliius  arc  alike  fpurious 
(Kpitlof.v  Gtxc.  Diverf.  p.  337  ). 

14  This  intricate  fuhjc-t  of  the  Sicilian  and 
Homan  money,  is  ably  difeu/ted  by  Dr.  Dent- 
Icy  (Difit-riatinn  on  the  iipillJes  of  PhaDrh-, 
p.  427  — 479.),  vvhofr  potven  in  this  contro 
vcrly  were  called  forth  by  honour  and  rcfcot- 
ment. 

18 


*s  The  Romans,  or  their  allies,  failed  at  far 
as  the  /air  promontory  of  Africa  ( Polyb.  1.  iii. 
p.  177.  edit.  Cafaubon,  in  fulio).  Their 
voyages  to  Cum#,  &c.  are  noticed  by  Lit/ 

and  Dionytius. 

16  This  circumrtance  would  alone  prove  the 
ant-quity  of  Charondas,  the  legiflator  of  Rhe- 
plum  and  Catana,  who,  by  a Orange  error  of 
Diodorus  Siculus  (tom.i.  I xii  p.4^— 492.), 
is  celebrated  Ion  ? afterwards  as  me  author  of 
the  policy  of  Thuriuui. 
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hundred  years'7-  From  a fimilar  motive  of  national  pride,  both  c P- 

Livy  and  Dionyfius  are  willing  to  believe,  that  the  deputies  of  - f 

Rome  vifited  Athens  under  the  wife  and  fplendid  adminiftration  of 
Pericles;  and  the  laws  of  Solon  were  transfufed  into  the  twelve 
tables.  If  fuch  an  embafly  had  indeed  been  received  from  the  Bar- 
barians of  Hefperia,  the  Roman  name  would  have  been  familiar 
to  the  Greeks  before  the  reign  of  Alexander";  and  the  fainteft 
evidence  would  have  been  explored  and  celebrated  by  the  curiofity 
of  fuccecding  times.  But  the  Athenian  monuments  arefilent;  nor 
will  it  feem  credible  that  the  patricians  ihould  undertake  a long  and 
perilous  navigation  to  copy  the  pureft  model  of  a democracy.  In  the 
comparifon  of  the  tables  of  Solon  with  thofe  of  the  Decemvirs,  fome 
cafual  refemblance  may  be  found  : fome  rules  which  nature  and 
reafon  have  revealed  to  every  fociety ; fome  proofs  of  a common 
detent  from  Egypt  or  Phoenicia1'.  But  in  all  the  great  lines  of  public 

and 


‘*7  Zaleucus,  who  fc  exigence  has  been  rafhly 
attacked,  had  the  merit  and  glory  of  convert- 
ing a band  of  outlaws  (the  Locrians)  into  the 
moft  virtuous  and  orderly  of  the  Greek  re- 
publics (See  two  Memoires  of  the  Baron  de 
St.  Croix,  fur  la  Legislation  de  la  Grande 
Grcce ; Mem.  de  l’Academie,  tom..\!'u,  p.  276 
— 333.).  But  the  laws  of  Zaleucus  and  Cha- 
rondas,  which  impofed  on  Diodorus  and  Sto- 
hxus,  are  the  fpurious  compofuion  of  a Py- 
thagorean fophift,  whofe  fraud  has  been  de- 
tected by  the  critical  fagacity  of  Bentley 
(P-  33S — 377-)- 

'*  I feize  the  opportunity  of  tracing  the 
progrefs  of  this  national  intercourfe  : 1 . Hero- 
dotus and  Thucydides  (A.U.C.  300—350.) 
appear  ignorant  of  the  name  and  exigence  of 
Rome  (Jofeph.  contra  Apian,  tom.ii.  I.i.  c.  iz. 
p 444.  edit.  Havercamp).  2.  Theopompus 
(A.U.C.  4C0.  Plin.  iii.  9.)  mentions  the 
invafion  of  the  Gauls,  which  is  noticed  in 
loofer  terms  by  Hcradidcs  Ponticus  (PIu- 

V ol,  IV.  X 


tarch  in  Camillo,  p.  292.  edit.  H.  Stephan). 
3.  The  real  or  fabulous  embafly  of  the  Ro- 
mans to  Alexander  (A.U.  C.  430),  is  at- 
tc lied  by  Clitarchus  (Plin.  iii.  9 ),  by  Arilte* 
and  Afclcpiades  (Arrian,  1.  vii.  p.  294,  2 95.), 
and  by  Mcmnon  of  Heraclea  (apud  Photium, 
cod.  ccxxiv.  p.  725.) ; though  tacitly  denied 
by  Livy.  4.  Theophrallus  (A.  U.  C.  440) 
primus  externorum  aliqua  de  Romanis  dili- 
gentius  feripfit  (Plin.  iii.  9.).  5.  Lycophroa 

(A.  U.  C,  480—500)  fcattcrcd  the  hrft  feed 
of  a Trojan  colony  and  the  fable  of  the^Encid 
(Catfandra,  1226—1280): 

Tn;  tat  G* ffXKTfx  xxj 
Aaptiri(i 

A bold  prediction  before  the  end  of  the  f.rft 
Punic  war ! 

'•  The  tenth  table,  de  modo  fepultunc, 
was  borrowed  from  Solon  (Cicero  de  Legibus, 
i».  23 — 26.):  the  furtum  per  lancem  et  lici- 
umconccptum,  is  derived  by  Heineccius  from 
the  manners  of  Athens  (Anticjuiut.  Rom. 
* tom. 
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and  private  jurifprudence,  the  legiflators  of  Rome  and  Athens  ap* 
pear  to  be  drangers  or  adverfe  to  each  other. 

Whatever  might  be  the  origin  or  the  merit  of  the  twelve  tables”, 
they  obtained  among  the  Romans  that  blind  and  partial  reverence 
which  the  lawyers  of  every  country  delight  to  bellow  on  their  mu- 
nicipal inllitutions.  The  fludy  is  recommended  by  Cicero”  as 
equally  pleafant  and  indruCtivc.  “ They  amufe  the  mind  by  the 
« remembrance  of  old  words  and  the  portrait  of  ancient  manners  t 
“ they  inculcate  the  founded  principles  of  government  and  morals  i 
« and  I am  not  afraid  to  affirm,  that  the  brief  compofition  of  the 
“ Decemvirs  furpaffes  in  genuine  value  the  libraries  of  Grecian  phi- 
“ lofophy.  How  admirable,”  fays  Tully,  with  honed  or  afiedted 
prejudice,  “ is  the  wifdom  of  our  ancedors.  We  alone  are  the 
“ maders  of  civil  prudence,  and  our  fuperiority  is  the  more  con- 
44  fpicuous,  if  we  deign  to  cad  our  eyes  on  the  rude  and  almod 
« ridiculous  jurifprudence  of  Dracon,  of  Solon,  and  of  Lycurgus.”' 
The  twelve  tables  were  committed  to  the  memory  of  the  young 
and  the  meditation  of  the  old  ; they  were  tranferibed  and  illudratcd 
with  learned  diligence  : they  had  efcaped  the  flames  of  the  Gauls, 
they  fubfided  in  the  age  of  Juflinian,  and  their  fubfequent  lofs  has 
been  imperfectly  redored  by  the  labours  of  modern  critics”.  But 
although  thefe  venerable  monuments  were  confidered  as  the  rule  of 


tom.  ii.  p.  167  — 175.).  The  right  of  kill- 
ing » nofturnal  thief,  was  declared  by  Motes, 
Solon,  and  the  Decemvira  (Exodus,  xxii.  3. 
Demofther.es  contra  Timocratem,  tom.  i. 
p.  736.  edit.  Reiflte.  Macrob.  Saturnalia, 
1.  i.  c.  4.  Collatio  Legutn  Mofaicarum  et 
Romanarum,  til.vii.  N°i.  p.  ziS.  edit.Can- 
negieter). 

Bfs^w  ui  twtfurie  is  the  praife  of  Dio- 
dorus (tom.  i.  1.  xii.  p.  494.),  which  may  be 
fairly  translated  by  the  elegan'j  atque  abfolo- 


ta  brevitate  verberum  of  Aulus  Gellius  (Noft. 
Attic,  xxi.  1.). 

**  Liilen  to  Cicero  (de  Legibus,  ii.  13.) 
and  his  reprefeatatiee  Craffus  (de  Oratore, 
»•  43. 440- 

41  See  Heinrccius  (Hlft.  J.  R.  29— 
33.).  I have  followed  the  refloration  of  the 
xii  tables  by  Gravina  (Origincs  J.  C.  p.  280 
—307.)  and  TcraiTon  (Hift.  de  la  Jurifpru- 
dence  Roraaine,  p.  94 — 205.). 
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right,  and  the  fountain  of  juftice  ",  they  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
weight  and  variety  of  new  laws,  which,  at  the  end  of  five  centuries, 
became  a grievance  more  intolerable  than  the  vices  of  the  city**. 
Three  thoufand  brafs  plates,  the  ads  of  the  fenate  and  people,  were 
depofited  in  the  Capitol*’:  and  fome  of  the  ads,  as  the  Julian  law 
againft  extortion,  furpafled  the  number  of  an  hundred  chapters’”. 
The  Decemvirs  had  negledcd  to  import  the  landion  of  Zaleucus, 
which  fo  long  maintained  the  integrity  of  his  republic.  A Locrian 
who  propofed  any  new  law,  flood  forth  in  the  aflembly  of  the  peo- 
ple with  a cord  round  his  neck,  and  if  the  law  was  rejeded,  the  in- 
novator was  inftantly  ftrangled. 

The  Decemvirs  had  been  named,  and  their  tables  were  approved 
by  an  aflembly  of  the  centuries , in  which  riches  preponderated  againft 
numbers.  To  the  firft  clafs  of  Romans,  the  proprietors  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  copper  *’,  ninety-eight  votes  were  at 
figned,  and  only  ninety-five  were  left  for  the  fix  inferior  clafles, 
diftributed  according  to  their  fubftance  by  the  artful  policy  of  Servius. 


**  Finis  aequi  juris  (Tacit.  Annal.  iii.  *7.). 
Fons  omni*  publici  et  privati  juris  (T.  Liv. 
iii.  34..). 

*+  De  principiis  juris,  et  quibus  modi*  ad 
banc  tnuhitudincm  infinitam  ac  varietatem 
Jcgum  perventutn  fit  altiui  difteram  (Tacit. 
Anna!,  iii.  25.).  This  deep  difquiliiion  tills 
only  two  page*;  but  they  are  the  page*  of 
Tacitus.  With  equal  fenfe,  but  with  lets 
energy,  Livy  (iii.  j|.)  had  complained,  in 
hac  immenfo  alia  rum  foper  alias  acervatarum 
legum  cumulo,  itc. 

**  Suetonius  in  Vefpifiano,  C.  8. 

Cicero  ad  Kamiliares,  viat.  8. 

*7  Dionyfius,  with  Arbuthnot,  and  rood  of 
the  moderns  (except  Eifer.fchmidt  de  Ponce- 
ribus,5ec.  p.  1 37 — !40.),rcprefent  the  100,000 
ajjtt  by  10, coo  Attic  drachma;,  or  fomewhac 
more  than  300  pounds  ilerling.  But  their 
calculation  can  apply  only  to  the  later  time*! 

» hen  the  a was  diminilhed  to  of  its  an- 

X X 


cient  weight : nor  can  I believe  that  in  the 
firft  ages,  however  dellitute  of  the  precious 
metals,  a finglc  ounce  of  fiiver  could  have 
been  exchanged  for  feventy  pounds  of  copper 
or  brafs.  A more  fimplc  and  rational  me- 
thod is,  to  value  the  copper  itfelf  according  to 
the  prefcot  rate,  and,  after  comparing  the 
mint  and  the  market  price,  the  Roman  and 
averdupois  weight,  the  primitive  «/  or  Roman 
pound  of  copper  may  be  appreciated  at  one 
Englilh  (hilling,  and  the  100,000  a flit  of  the 
firft  clafs  amounted  to  5000  pounds  fterling. 
It  will  appear  from  the  fame  reckoning,  that 
an  ox  was  fold  at  Rome  for  five  pounds,  a 
(heep  for  ten  (hillings,  and  a quarter  of  wheat 
for  one  pound  ten  (hillings  (Feftus,  p.  330. 
edit.  Dacier.  PHn.  Hift.  Natur.  xviii.  4.) : 
nor  do  I fee  any  reafon  to  reject  thefe  confer 
quecces,  which  moderate  our  ideas  of  the 
poverty  of  the  firft  Romani. 

2 But 
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C XUV.  P'  But  the  tril)Unes  foon  eftabliflied  a more  fpecious  and  popular 

' — maxim,  that  every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  to  enad  the  laws 

which  he  is  bound  to  obey.  Inftead  of  the  centuries , they  convened 
the  /riles;  and  the  patricians,  after  an  impotent  ftruggle,  fubmitted 
to  the  decrees  of  an  affembly,  in  which  their  votes  were  confounded 
with  thofe  of  the  meaneft  plebeians.  Yet  as  long  as  the  tribes  fuc- 
ceflively  palled  over  narrow  bridges",  and  gave  their  voices  aloud, 
the  condud  of  each  citizen  was  expoled  to  the  eyes  and  ears  of  his 
friends  and  countrymen.  The  info! vent  debtor  confulted  the  wilhes 
of  his  creditor  j the  client  would  have  blulhed  to  oppofc  the  views 
of  his  patron : the  general  was  followed  by  his  veterans,  and  the 
afped  of  a grave  magiftrate  was  a living  Ieflon  to  the  multitude. 
A new  method  of  fecret  ballot  abolifhed  the  influence  of  fear  and 
fhame,  of  honour  and  intereft,  and  the  abufe  of  freedom  accele- 
rated the  progrefs  of  anarchy  and  defpotifm  *’.  The  Romans  had 
afpired  to  be  equal ; they  were  levelled  by  the  equality  of  fervitude; 
and  the  didates  of  Auguftus  were  patiently  ratified  by  the  formal 
confent  of  the  tribes  or  centuries.  Once,  and  once  only,  he  expe- 
rienced a fincerc  and  llrenuous  oppofition.  His  fubjeds  had  re- 
figned  all  political  liberty ; they  defended  the  freedom  of  domeftic 
life.  A law  which  enforced  the  obligation,  and  ftrengthened  the 
bonds  of  marriage,  was  clamoroufly  rejeded  ; Propertius,  in  thtr 
arms  of  Delia,  applauded  the  vidory  of  licentious  love;  and  the 
projed  of  reform  was  fufpended  till  a new  and  more  tradable  ge- 
neration had  arifen  in  the  world”.  Such  an  example  was  not  ne- 


" Confult  the  common  writer!  on  the  Ro- 
man Comma,  efpecially  Sigonius  and  Beau- 
fort. Spanbeim  (dc  Prxftantia  et  Dfd  Nn- 
mifmatum,  tom.  ii.  diflcrt.  x.  p.  19a,  193.) 
thews,  on  a curious  medal,  the  Cilia,  Pontes, 
Septa,  Diribitor,  tec. 

" Cicero  (de  Legibus,  Hi.  16,  17,  18.) 
debates  this  cooltitutional  queftion,  and  a f- 

IO 


Sgns  to  his  brother  Quintus  the  molt  unpo- 
pular fide. 

,0  Prx  tumultu  recufantium  perferre  non 
potuit  (Sucton.  in  Auguft.  c.  34.).  Sec  Pro- 
pertius (I.  ii.  eleg.  6.).  Ifeineccius,  in  a fe- 
parate  hiflory,  ha,  eahaulted  the  whole  fub- 
jeft  of  the  Julian  and  Papian-Poppaam  laws 
(Opp.  tom.  rii.  P.  i.  p.  1 -479.). 
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Ccflary  to  inftruCt  a prudent  ufurper  of  the  mifchief  of  popular  af-  C a p. 

femblies  ; and  their  abolition,  which  Auguftus  had  filently  prepared,  <■  . 

was  accomplifhed  without  refiftance,  and  almoft  without  notice,  on 
the  acceflion  of  his  fucccflor ”.  Sixty  thoufand  plebeian  legilktors, 
whom  numbers  made  formidable,  and  poverty  fecure,  were  fup- 
planted  by  fix  hundred  fenators,  who  held  their  honours,  their  for- 
tunes, and  their  lives,  by  the  clemency  of  the  emperor.  The  lofs  Decree!  of 

the  fenate. 

of  executive  power  was  alleviated  by  the  gift  of  legiflative  authority ; 
and  Ulpian  might  aflcrt,  after  the  practice  of  two  hundred  years, 
that  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  obtained  the  force  and  validity  of  laws. 

In  the  times  of  freedom,  the  refolves  of  the  people  had  often  been 
dictated  by  the  paffion  or  error  of  the  moment : the  Cornelian,  Pom- 
peian, and  Julian  laws,  were  adapted  by  a fingle  hand  to  the  pre- 
vailing diforders:  but  the  fenate,  under  the  reign  of  the  Csefars, 
was  compofed  of  magillratcs  and  lawyers,  and  in  quefiions  of  pri- 
vate jurifprudence,  the  integrity  of  their  judgment  was  fddom  per- 
verted by  fear  or  intereft 

The  filence  or  ambiguity  of  the  laws,  was  fupplied  by  the  occa-  Edifli  of  th* 
fional  edicts  of  thofe  magiftrates  who  were  inverted  with  the  prxtori‘ 
honours  of  the  ftate”.  This  ancient  prerogative  of  the  Roman  kings, 
was  transferred,  in  their  refpeCtive  offices,  to  the  confuls  and  dicta- 
tors, the  cenfors  and  prajtors ; and  a fimilar  right  was  aflumed  by 
the  tribunes  of  the  people,  the  ediles,  and  the  proconfuls.  At  Rome, 
and  in  the  provinces,  the  duties  of  the  fubjcCt,  and  the  intentions  of 
the  governor,  were  proclaimed  ; and  the  civil  jurifprudence  was  re- 
formed by  the  annual  edicts  of  the  fupreme  judge,  the  pretor  of 


**  Tacit.  Annal.  i.  15.  Lipfias,  Excurfus 
E.  in  Taciturn. 

**  Non  ambigitur  fenatum  jus  facere  pofle, 
is  the  decifion  of  Ulpian  (1.  xvi.  ad  Edift.  in 
Pandeft.  I.  i.  tic.  iii.  leg.  9.).  Pomponius 
taxes  the  canitia  of  the  people  as  a turba  bo* 
ttinum  (Pandcd.  1.  i.  (it.  ii.  leg.  9.). 


The  j’us  honorarium  of  the  praetors  and 
other  m»g;llrates,  is  ftridly  defined  in  the 
Latin  text  of  the  Inflitutes  (I.  i.  tit.  ii.  N°  ;. )» 
and  more  loolely  explained  in  the  Greek 
paraphrafe  of  Theophilus  (p.  33—38.  edit. 
Reitz),  who  drops  the  important  word  hano* 
rarium* 

the 
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the  city.  As  foon  as  he  afcended  his  tribunal,  he  announced  by 
the  voice  of  the  crycr,  and  afterwards  inferibed  on  a white  wall, 
the  rules  which  he  propofed  to  follow  in  the  decifion  of  doubtful 
cafes,  and  the  relief  which  his  equity  would  afford  from  the  precife 
rigour  of  ancient  ffatutes.  A principle  of  diferetion  more  congenial 
to  monarchy  was  introduced  into  the  republic : the  art  of  relpedt- 
ing  the  name,  and  eluding  the  efficacy,  of  the  laws,  was  improved 
by  fucceflive  proctors ; fubtletics  and  fictions  were  invented  to  de- 
feat the  plained  meaning  of  the  Decemvirs,  and  where  the  end  was 
falutary,  the  means  were  frequently  abfurd.  The  fecret  or  probable 
wifh  of  the  dead  was  fuffered  to  prevail  over  the  order  of  fucceffion 
and  the  forms  of  teftaments;  and  the  claimant,  who  was  excluded 
from  the  chara&er  of  heir,  accepted  with  equal  pleafure  from  an 
indulgent  prat  or  the  poffeffion  of  the  goods  of  his  late  kinfman  or 
benefadtor.  In  the  redrefs  of  private  wrongs,  compenfations  and 
fines  were  fubftituted  to  the  obfolete  rigour  of  the  twelve  tables; 
time  and  fpace  were  annihilated  by  fanciful  fuppofitions;  and 
the  plea  of  youth,  or  fraud,  or  violence,  annulled  the  obligation, 
or  excufed  the  performance,  of  an  inconvenient  contract ' A jurif- 
didtion  thus  vague  and  arbitrary  was  expofed  to  the  moft  dangerous 
abufe  : the  fubftancc,  as  well  as  the  form  of  jullice,  were  often  fa- 
crificed  to  the  prejudices  of  virtue,  the  bias  of  laudable  affedtion, 
and  the  groffer  fedudlions  of  intereft  or  refentment.  But  the  errors 
or  vices  of  each  prxtor  expired  with  his  annual  office  ; fuch  maxims 
alone  as  had  been  approved  by  reafon  and  pradtice  were  copied  by 
fucceeding  judges ; the  rule  of  proceeding  was  defined  by  the  fo- 
lution  of  new  cafes  ; and  the  temptations  of  injuftice  were  removed 
by  the  Cornelian  law,  which  compelled  the  prxtor  of  the  year  to 
adhere  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  his  firft  proclamation5*.  It  was 

referved 

'*  Dion  Cafliaa  (tom.  i.  1.  xxxvi.  p.  too.)  686.  Their  inftitution,  however,  is  aferibrd 
ires  the  perpetual  edicts  in  the  year  of  Rome  to  the  year  585  in  the  Afta  Diurna,  which 
S have 
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referved  for  the  curiofity  and  learning  of  Hadrian,  to  accomplilh  the  c H A p. 
defign  which  had  been  conceived  by  the  genius  of  Csefar ; and  the  ■ j 
pri'torlhip  of  Salvius  Julian,  an  eminent  lawyer,  was  immortalized  J,!l' 
by  the  compofuion  of  the  perpetual  edict.  This  wcll-digefted 
code  was  ratified  by  the  emperor  and  the  fcnate ; the  long  divorce 
of  law  and  equity  was  at  length  reconciled  ; and,  inftead  of  the 
twelve  tables,  the  perpetual  edift  was  fixed  as  the  invariable  ftandard 
of  civil  jurifprudence  ”, 

From  Auguftus  to  Trajan,  the  modeft  Cxfars  were  content  to  Conftitimom 
promulgate  their  edicts  in  the  various  characters  of  a Roman  magi-  ptroM.'™" 
ftrate  : and,  in  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  the  epiftles  and  orations  of 
the  prince  were  refpe&fully  inferted.  Hadrian16  appears  to  have 
been  the  firft  who  aflumed,  without  difguife,  the  plenitude  of  legifla— 
tive  power.  And  this  innovation,  fo  agreeable  to  his  a Clive  mind, 
was  countenanced  by  the  patience  of  the  times,  and  his  long  ab- 
fence  from  the  feat  of  government.  The  fame  policy  was  embraced 
by  fucceeding  monarchs,  and,  according  to  the  liarih  metaphor 
of  Tertullian,  “ the  gloomy  and  intricate  foreft  of  ancient  laws  was 
“ cleared  away  by  the  axe  of  royal  mandates  and  conjlilutions 
During  four  centuries,  from  Hadrian  to  Juflinian,  the  public  and 
private  jurifprudence  was  moulded  by  the  will  of  the  fovereign ; 
and  few  inftitutions,  either  human  or  divine,  were  permitted  to  Hand 


have  been  publiihed  from  the  papers  of  Lu- 
dovicus  Vives.  Their  authenticity  is  fup- 
ported  or  allowed  by  Pighius  ( Anna!.  Roman, 
tom.  ii.  p.  377,  378.),  Gnevius  (ad  Sueton. 
p.  778.),  Dodwell  (Prae'ettion.  Cambden, 
p.  665.),  and  Hcincccius : but  a tingle  word, 
Scutum  Cim&ri(um,dc\c£is  the  forgery  (Moyle’s 
Works,  vol.i,  p.  303.). 

The  hiftory  of  edifls  is  compcfed,  and 
the  text  of  the  perpetual  edi&  is  reftored,  by 
the  mafter-hand  of  Heineccius  (Opp.  tom.  vii. 
P.ii.  p.  1—564.);  in  whoferefearches  I might 
fafely  acquiefce.  In  the  Academy  of  Infcrip- 
cions,  M.  Douchaud  has  given  a feriesof  me- 


moirs to  this  interefting  fubjeft  of  law  and 
literature. 

,a  His  laws  are  the  firft  in  the  Code.  See 
Dodwell  (Prxleft.  Cambden,  p.  319—340.), 
who  wanders  from  the  fubjcA  in  confofed 
reading  and  feeble  paradox. 

11  Toram  illam  vetcrem  et  fquallentem  fyl- 
vam  legum  novis  principnltum  referiptorum 
et  edi&orum  fecuribus  rufeatis  et  carditis 
(Apologet.  "c.  4.  p.  50.  edit.  Havercamp). 
He  proceeds  to  praifc  the  recent  tirmnefs  of 
Severus,  who  repealed  the  ufelefs  or  perni- 
cious laws  without  any  regard  to  their  age  or 
authority. 
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CHAP.  on  their  former  bafis.  The  origin  of  Imperial  legiflation  was  con- 
XUV. 

' . • coaled  by  the  darknefs  of  ages  and  the  terrors  of  armed  defpotifin  ; 

and  a double  lidion  was  propagated  by  the  fervility,  or  perhaps  the 
ignorance,  of  the  civilians  who  balked  in  the  funlhine  of  the  Roman 
and  Byzantine  courts,  i.  To  the  prayer  of  the  ancient  Caefars,  the 
people  or  the  fenate  had  fometimes  granted  a perfonal  exemption 
from  the  obligation  and  penalty  of  particular  ftatutes ; and  each  in- 
dulgence was  an  ad  of  jurifdidion  exercifed  by  the  republic  over 
the  fir  ft  of  her  citizens.  His  humble  privilege  was  at  length  tranf- 
formed  into  the  prerogative  of  a tyrant ; and  the  Latin  expreflion 
of  “ releafed  from  the  laws”,"  was  fuppofed  to  exalt  the  emperor 
above  all  human  reftraints,  and  to  leave  his  confcience  and  reafon, 
as  the  facred  meafure  of  his  condud.  2.  A fimilar  dependance  was 
implied  in  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  which,  in  every  reign,  defined 
the  titles  and  powers  of  an  eledive  magiftrate.  But  it  was  not  be- 
fore the  ideas,  and  even  the  language,  of  the  Romans  had  been  cor- 
rupted, that  a royal  law”,  and  an  irrevocable  gift  of  the  people, 
were  created  by  the  fancy  of  Ulpian,  or  more  probably  of  Tribonian 
himfelf and  the  origin  of  Imperial  power,  though  falfe  in  fad, 
and  flavilh  in  its  confcquence,  was  fupported  on  a principle  of  free- 
Thcirlcgifla-  dom  and  juftice.  “ The  pleafurc  of  the  emperor  has  the  vigour 
live  power,  u aQ(]  e(Ted  of  law,  fince  the  Roman  people,  by  the  royal  law,  have 
“ transferred  to  their  prince  the  full  extent  of  their  own  power  and 
“ fovereignty  The  will  of  a fingle  man,  of  a child  perhaps, 

was 


5*  The  ccnftitutional  flyle  of  Legibut  Sch- 
tut  is  miiinterpreted  by  the  art  or  ignorance 
of  Dion  Cadius  (tom.  i.  1.  Iiii.  p.  7130*  On 
thtsoccafion  his  editor,  Rcimar,  joins  the  uni- 
verfal  cenfurc  which  freedom  and  criticifm 
have  pronounced  againft  that  flavifli  hidorian. 

39  The  inord  (Lex  Rtgia)  was  Bill  more 
recent  that!  the  thing.  The  flaves  of  Com- 
modus  or  Caracalla  would  have  iUrtcd  at  the 
jiuduc  of  royalty. 


43  See  Gravina  (Opp.  p.  501 — 512.)  and 
Beaufort  (Kepublique  Romaine,  tom.  i.  p.255 
— 274*).  He  has  made  a proper  ufe  of  two 
diJTcrtations  by  John  Frederick  Gronovius 
and  Noodt,  both  translated,  with  valuable 
notes,  by  Barbcyrac,  z vols.  in  i2no,  1731. 

41  Inllitut.  hi.  tit.  ii.  N°6.  Pan deft.  Li. 
tit.  iv.  leg.  1.  Cod.  Juftinian.  1.  i.  tit.  xvii. 
leg.  1.  N°  7.  In  his  Antiquities  and  Ele- 
ments, Heineccias  has  amply  treated  de  con- 
ftitutionibuj 
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was  allowed  to  prevail  over  the  wifdom  of  ages  and  the  inclinations  c H^A  P. 
of  millions  ; and  the  degenerate  Greeks  were  proud  to  declare,  that  ■ / 

in  his  hands  alone  the  arbitrary  exercifc  of  legillation  could  be 
fafely  depofited.  “ What  intereft  or  paffion,”  exclaims  Thcophilus 
in  the  court  of  Juftinian,  “ can  reach  the  calm  and  fublime  clcva- 
“ tion  of  the  monarch  ? he  is  already  matter  of  the  lives  and  for- 
“ tunes  of  his  fubje&s  ; and  thofe  who  have  incurred  his  difplcafure, 

“ are  already  numbered  with  the  dead41.”  Difdaining  the  language 
of  flattery,  the  hiftorian  may  confefs,  that  in  queftions  of  private 
jurifprudence,  the  abfolute  fovereign  of  a great  empire  can  fcldom 
be  influenced  by  any  perfonal  confiderations.  Virtue,  or  even  rea- 
fon,  will  fuggeft  to  his  impartial  mind,  that  he  is  the  guardian  of 
peace  and  equity,  and  that  the  intereft  of  fociety  is  infeparably  con- 
nected with  his  own.  Under  the  weakeft  and  moft  vicious  reign, 
the  feat  of  juftice  was  filled  by  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  Papinian 
and  Ulpian41 ; and  the  pureft  materials  of  the  Code  and  PandeCts  arc 
inferibed  with  the  names  of  Caracalla  and  his  minifters44.  The 


tyrant  of  Rome  was  fometimes  the  benefadtor  of  the  provinces.  A 
dagger  terminated  the  crimes  of  Domitian ; but  the  prudence  of 
Nerva  confirmed  his  a£ts,  which,  in  the  joy  of  their  deliverance,  had 
been  refeinded  by  an  indignant  fenate4’.  Yet  in  the  referipts  *, 


Their  re. 
feripts. 


ftitotionibui  principum,  which  arc  illuftrated 
by  Godefroy  (Comment,  ad  Cod.  Theodof. 
1.  i.  tit.  i,  ii,  iii.)  and  Gravina  (p.  87 — 90.). 

4*  Thcophilus,  in  Paraphraf.  Grrc.  Infti- 
tut.  p.  33,  33*  edit.  Reitz.  For  bii  perfon, 
time,  writings,  fee  the  Thcophilus  of  J.  H. 
Mylius,  Excurf.  iii.  p.  1034—1073. 

41  There  is  more  envy  than  reafon  in  the 
complaint  of  Macrinus  (Jul.  Capitolin.c.13.); 
Ncfas  efle  leges  videri  Commodi  et  Caracallx 
et  hominum  imperitorutn  voluntates.  Corn- 
mod  us  was  made  a Divus  by  Severus  (Dod- 
well,  Prielcft.  viii.  p.  324,  325.).  Yet  he 
occurs  only  twice  in  the  Pan  deft  3. 

Vol.  IV.  Y 


44  Of  Antoninus  Caracalla  alone  200  con- 
Aitucions  are  extant  in  the  Code,  and  with  his 
father  160.  Thefe  two  princes  are  quoted 
fifty  times  in  the  Pandefts  and  eight  in  the 
Institutes  (Tcrafl'on,  p.  265.). 

41  Piin.  Second.  Epiflol.  x.  66.  Sncton. 
in  Domitian.  c.  23. 

46  It  was  a maxim  of  Conftantine,  contra 
jus  referiptt  non  valeant  (Cod.  Theodof.  I.  i. 
tit.  ii.  leg.  1.),  The  emperors  reluftantly 
allow  fome  ferutiny  into  the  law  and  the  faft, 
fome  delay,  petition,  &c. ; but  thefe  infuffi- 
cient  remedies  are  too  much  in  the  difcrction 
and  at  the  peril  of  the  judge. 
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C xliv  P reP'lcs  to  l'le  conf'-iltation3  of  the  magiftrates,  the  wifeft  of 
t_ — v — princes  might  be  deceived  by  a partial  expofition  of  the  cafe. 

And  this  abufe,  which  placed  their  hafty  decifions  on  the  fame 
level  with  mature  and  deliberate  atts  of  legiflation,  was  ineffectually 
condemned  by  the  fenfe  and  example  of  Trajan.  The  refcripts  of 
the  emperor,  his  grants  and  decrees , his  edicts  and  pragmatic  fanc- 
lions , were  fubfcribed  in  purple  ink",  and  tranfmittcd  to  the  pro- 
vinces as  general  or  fpecial  laws,  which  the  magiftrates  were  bound 
to  execute,  and  the  people  to  obey.  But  as  their  number  continually 
multiplied,  the  rule  of  obedience  became  each  day  more  doubtful 
and  obfeure,  till  the  will  of  the  fovereign  was  fixed  and  afeertained 
in  the  Gregorian,  the  Hermogenian,  and  the  Theodofian  codes. 
The  two  firft,  of  which  fome  fragments  have  efcaped,  were  framed 
by  two  private  lawyers,  to  preferve  the  conftitutions  of  the  Pagan 
emperors  from  Hadrian  to  Conftantine.  The  third,  which  is  ftill 
extant,  was  digefted  in  fixteen  books  by  the  order  of  the  younger 
Thcodofius,  to  confecrate  the  laws  of  the  Chriftian  princes  from 
Conftantine  to  his  own  reign.  But  the  three  codes  obtained  an  equal 
authority  in  the  tribunals;  and  any  a&  which  was  not  included  in 
the  facred  depofit,  might  be  difregraded  by  the  judge  as  lpurious  or 
obfolete  **. 


Form*  of  the  Among  favage  nations,  the  want  of  letters  is  imperfectly  fupplied 
by  the  ufe  of  vifible  figns,  which  awaken  attention,  and  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  any  public  or  private  tranfaefion.  The  juris- 
prudence of  the  firft  Romans  exhibited  the  feenes  of  a pantomime  ; 
the  words  were  adapted  to  the  geftures,  and  the  flighteft  error  or 


4T  A compound  of  vermillion  and  cinna- 
bar, which  marks  the  Imperial  diplomas  from 
Leo  1.  (A.  D.  470)  to  the  fall  of  the  Greek 
empire  (Bibliotheque  Raifonnee  de  la  Diplo- 
matique, tom.i.  p,  509 — 514.  Latni.de  Eru- 
ditione  Apoflolorum,  tom. ii,  p.  720—726.). 

41  Schulting,  Jutifprudcntia  Ante- J uflini- 


anea,  p.  681—718.  Cojacius  afligned  to 
Gregory  the  reigns  from  Hadrian  to  Gallie- 
nui,  and  the  continuation  to  his  fellow-la- 
bourer Hermogenes.  This  general  divifion 
may  be  jufi ; but  they  often  trefpafled  on 
each  other’s  ground. 
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negleft  in  the  forms  of  proceeding,  was  fufficient  to  annul  the  fub-  C ^a  p. 

fiance  of  the  faireft  claim.  The  communion  of  the  marriage-life  was  . — > 

denoted  by  the  neceflary  elements  of  fire  and  water*’ : and  the  di- 
vorced wife  refigned  the  bunch  of  keys,  by  the  delivery  of  which, 
fhe  had  been  invefted  with  the  government  of  the  family.  The 
manumilTion  of  a fon,  or  a flave,  was  performed  by  turning  him 
round  with  a gentle  blow  on  the  cheek : a work  was  prohibited  by 
the  carting  of  a ftone  ; prefcription  was  interrupted  by  the  breaking 
of  a branch  ; the  clenched  fift  was  the  fymbol  of  a pledge  or  de« 
pofit ; the  right  hand  was  the  gift  of  faith  and  confidence.  The 
indenture  of  covenants  was  a broken  ftraw ; weights  and  feales  were 
introduced  into  every  payment,  and  the  heir  who  accepted  a tefta- 
ment,  was  fometimes  obliged  to  fnap  his  fingers,  to  call  away  his 
garments,  and  to  leap  and  dance  with  real  or  affedlcd  tranfport’". 

If  a citizen  purfued  any  ftolen  goods  into  a neighbour’s  houfe,  he 
concealed  his  nakednefs  with  a linen  towel,  and  hid  his  face  with 
a mafk  or  bafon,  left  he  fhould  encounter  the  eyes  of  a virgin  or  a 
matron".  In  a civil  a&ion,  the  plaintiff  touched  the  ear  of  his 
witnefs,  feized  his  relu£lant  adverfary  by  the  neck,  and  implored,  in 
folemn  lamentation,  the  aid  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  two  com- 
petitors grafped  each  other’s  hand  as  if  they  flood  prepared  for  com- 
bat before  the  tribunal  of  the  pnetor  : he  commanded  them  to  pro- 
duce the  objedt  of  the  difpute  ; they  went,  they  returned  with  mea- 
fured  fteps,  and  a clod  of  earth  was  cart  at  his  feet  to  reprefent  the 


*9  Scscvola,  moft  probably  Cervidiu* 
Sc.cvoU  the  mailer  of  Papinian,  conlidcrs 
this  acceptance  of  nre  and  water  as  the  cf- 
frnre  of  marriage  (Pandeft.  I.  xxiv.  tit.  I. 
Icy.  66.  bee  Heineccius,  Hift.  J.  R.  N^iy.). 

Cicero  (de  Ohiciis,  iii.  19.)  may  lkte 
an  ideal  cafe,  but  St.  Ambrofe  (de  Oriiciis, 
iii.  2.)  appeals  to  the  practice  of  hi*  own 
times,  which  he  underitood  as  a lawyer  and 


a magiftrate  (Schilling  ad  Ulpian.  Frag- 
ment. tit.  xxtf.  N°  28.  p.  643,  644.). 

*'  The  furtum  lance  licioque  conceptum 
was  no  longer  underitood  in  the  time  of  the 
Antonines  ( Aulus  Gellius,  xvi.  10.).  The 
Attic  derivation  of  Heineccius  (Antiquitae. 
Rom.  1.  »v.  tir.  i.  N4*  13— it.)  is  fupported 
by  the  evidence  of  Ariltophanes,  his  fckolialt, 
and  Pollux. 
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CHAP,  field  for  which  they  contended.  This  occult  fciencc  of  the  words 

XL!V*  J > 

^ and  actions  of  law,  was  the  inheritance  of  the  pontiffs  and  patricians. 

Like  the  Chaldean  aflrologcrs,  they  announced  to  their  clients  the 
days  of  bufmefs  and  repofe  ; thefe  important  trifles  were  interwoven 
with  the  religion  of  Nurna;  and,  after  the  publication  of  the  twelve 
tables,  the  Roman  people  was  ftill  enflaved  by  the  ignorance  of  ju- 
dicial proceedings.  The  treachery  of  fome  plebeian  officers  at  length 
revealed  the  profitable  myftery : in  a more  enlightened  age,  the  legal 
actions  were  derided  and  obferved ; and  the  fame  antiquity  which 
fanClificd  the  practice,  obliterated  the  ufe  and  meaning,  of  this  pri- 
mitive language’1. 

SvccelEon  of  A more  liberal  art  was  cultivated,  however,  by  the  fages  of  Rome, 

vhc  civil 

lawyers.  who,  in  a ftriCter  fenfe,  may  be  confidercd  as  the  authors  of  the  civil 
law.  The  alteration  of  the  idiom  and  manners  of  the  Romans,  ren- 
dered the  ftyle  of  the  twelve  tables  lefs  familiar  to  each  rifing  gene- 
ration, and  the  doubtful  paffages  were  imperfectly  explained  by  the 
ftudy  of  legal  antiquarians.  To  define  the  ambiguities,  to  circum- 
feribe  the  latitude,  to  apply  the  principles,  to  extend  the  confe- 
qucnces,  to  reconcile  the  real  or  apparent  contradictions,  was  a much 
nobler  and  more  important  talk  ; and  the  province  of  legiflation  was 
filently  invaded  by  the  expounders  of  ancient  ftatutes.  Their  fubtle 
interpretations  concurred  with  the  equity  of  the  prxtor,  to  reform 
the  tyranny  of  the  darker  ages : however  ftrange  or  intricate  the 
means,  it  was  the  aim  of  artificial  jurifprudencc  to  reflore  the  Ample 
dictates  of  nature  and  reafon,  and  the  (kill  of  private  citizens  was 
ufcfully  employed  to  undermine  the  public  inftitutions  of  their  coun- 
try. The  revolution  of  almoft  one  thoufand  years,  from  the  twelve 


” In  Ris  Oration  for  Murena  (e.  9— ij.)  Attic,  xx.  to.),  Gravina  (Opp.  p.  265,  266, 
Cicero  turns  into  ridicule  the  forms  and  my-  267.).  and  Heineccsus  ( Amiquitai.  1.  iv. 
Series  of  the  dvilians,  which  are  reprefen  ted  tit.  vi.). 
with  more  candour  by  Aulus  Gdliuj  (Noft. 
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tililcs  to  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  may  be  divided  into  three  periods  c H ^ A p. 
ahnoft  equal  in  duration,  and  diftinguilhed  from  each  other  by  the  v— - -»— 
mode  of  inflrudion  and  the  character  of  the  civilians”.  Pride  and 
ignorance  contributed,  during  the  firft  period,  to  confine  within  The  fiift  p*. 
narrow  limits  the  fcience  of  the  Roman  law.  On  the  public  days  a.’u.C. 
of  market  or  aficmbly,  the  mailers  of  the  art  were  feen  walking  in  - 
the  forum,  ready  to  impart  the  needful  advice  to  the  meaneft  of  their 
fcllow-citkens,  from  whofc  votes,  on  a future  occafion,  they  might 
folicit  a grateful  return.  As  their  years  and  honours  cncreafed,  they 
fcated  themfelves  at  home  on  a chair  or  throne,  to  cxpc&  with  pa- 
tient gravity  the  vifits  of  their  clients,  who  at  the  dawn  of  day, 
from  the  town  and  country,  began  to  thunder  at  their  door.  The 
duties  of  focial  life,  and  the  incidents  of  judicial  proceeding,  were 
the  ordinary  fubjedt  of  thefe  confultations,  and  the  verbal  or  written 
opinion  of  the  jurif  onfalls  was  framed  according  to  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence and  law.  The  youths  of  their  own  order  and  family  were 
permitted  to  lillen  ; their  children  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  more  pri- 
vate lefl'ons,  and  the  Mucian  race  was  long  renowned  for  the  he- 
reditary knowledge  of  the  civil  law.  The  fecond  period,  the  learned  Second  jx» 
and  fplendid  age  of  jurilprudcnce,  may  be  extended  from  the  birth  a.’u.C. 
of  Cicero  to  the  reign  of  Scvcrus  Alexander.  A fyflcm  was  form-  6s8-988» 
cd,  fchools  were  inllituted,  books  were  compofed,  and  both  the  living, 
and  the  dead  became  fubfervient  to  the  infirudion  of  the  ftudent. 

**  The  ferie*  of  the  civil  lawyers  isdcJuced  of  Muciut%  kc.),  afford  much  genuine  and 
by  Pom  points  (de  Origine  Juris  Pandett.  1.  i.  pleating  information.  Horace  often  alludes 
tit.  ii.).  The  moderns  have  difcuifcd,  with  to  the  morning  labours  of  the  civilians 
learning  and  criticifm,  this  branch  of  literary  (Serm.  1.  i.  to.  Epift.  11.  i.  103, 
hiftory  ; and  among  thefe  I have  chiefly  been  Agricolam  laudat  juris  legumque  peritus 
guided  by  Gravina  (p.  4! — 79.)  and  Hei-  Sub  galli  cant  uni,  confultor  ubi  ollia  pulfac. 

neccius  (HUL  J.  R.  N°  113— 351.).  Cicero,  - ----------- 

more  efpecially  in  his  books  de  Oratore,  de  Romar  dulce  diu  fait  et  folemne,  reclufa 

Claris  Oratoribus,  de  Legibus,  and  the  Cla-  Mane  domo  vigilare,  clicnti  promcre  jura. 

«is  Cicerooiana  of  Erneili  [under  the  namea 

The 
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C xl iv  ? ^lC  tr,Partl,e  °f  jLlius  Paitus,  furnamed  Catus,  or  the  Cunning,  was 
c-  — y — preferved  as  the  oldeft:  work  of  jurifprudence.  Cato  the  cenfor  de- 
rived fome  additional  fame  from  his  legal  ftudies,  and  thofc  of  hi* 
fon:  the  kindred  appellation  of  Mucins  Scasvola  was  illuftrated  by 
three  fages  of  the  law ; but  the  perfection  of  the  fcience  was  aferibed 
to  Servius  Sulpicius  their  difciple,  and  the  friend  of  Tully ; and  the 
long  fucceflion,  which  fhone  with  equal  luflre  under  the  republic  and 
under  the  Caifars,  is  finally  clofed  by  the  refpeflable  characters  of  Pa- 
pinian,  of  Paul,  and  of  Ulpian.  Their  names,  and  the  various  titles 
of  their  productions,  have  been  minutely  preferved,  and  the  example 
of  Labeo  may  fuggeft  fotnc  idea  of  their  diligence  and  fecundity.  That 
eminent  lawyer  of  the  Auguftan  age,  divided  the  year  between  the 
city  and  country,  between  bufinefs  and  compofition ; and  four 
hundred  books  are  enumerated  as  the  fruit  of  his  retirement.  Of 
the  collections  of  his  rival  Capito,  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-ninth 
book  is  exprefsly  quoted  ; and  few  teachers  could  deliver  their  opi- 
Third  period,  nions  in  lefs  than  a century  of  volumes.  In  the  third  period,  bc- 
98S—1 230.  tween  the  reigns  of  Alexander  and  Juftinian,  the  oracles  of  jurif- 
prudence were  almoft  mure.  The  meafure  of  curiofity  had  been 
filled:  the  throne  was  occupied  by  tyrants  and  Barbarians;  the 
aCtive  fpirits  were  diverted  by  religious  difputes,  and  the  profelfors 
of  Rome,  Con  flan  ti  nop!  e,  and  Berytus,  were  humbly  content  to 
repeat  the  leilons  of  their  more  enlightened  predecefi'ors.  From  the 
flow'  advances  and  rapid  decay  of  thefe  legal  ftudies,  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, that  they  require  a ftate  of  peace  and  refinement.  From  the 
multitude  of  voluminous  civilians  who  fill  the  intermediate  fpacc, 
it  is  evident,  that  fuch  ftudies  may  be  purfued,  vnnd  fuch  works 
may  be  perfoiined,  with  a common  fharc  of  judgment,  experience, 
and  induftry.  The  genius  of  Cicero  and  Virgil  was  more  fenfibly 
felt,  as  each  revolving  age  had  been  found  incapable  of  producing  a 
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fimilar  or  a fecond  : but  the  raoft  eminent  teachers  of  the  law  were  c P. 

allured  of  leaving  difciples  equal  or  fuperior  to  themfelves  in  merit  v 

and  reputation. 

The  jurifprudcnce  which  had  been  grofsly  adapted  to  the  wants  Their  phito- 
of  the  firft  Romans,  was  polilhed  and  improved  in  the  feventh  cen-  r°plljr' 
tury  of  the  city,  by  the  alliance  of  Grecian  philofophy.  The 
Scaivolas  had  been  taught  by  ufc  and  experience ; but  Scrvius  Sul- 
picius  was  the  firft  civilian  who  eftablifhed  his  art  on  a certain  and 
general  theory54.  For  the  difeernment  of  truth  and  falfehood,  he 
applied,  as  an  infallible  rule,  the  logic  of  Ariftotle  and  the  ftoics, 
reduced  particular  cafes  to  general  principles,  and  diffufed  over  the 
lhapelefs  mafs,  the  light  of  order  and  eloquence.  Cicero,  his  con- 
temporary and  friend,  declined  the  reputation  of  a profefled  lawyer; 
but  the  jurifprudence  of  his  country  was  adorned  by  his  incompar- 
able genius,  which  converts  into  gold  every  objedl  that  it  touches. 

After  the  example  of  Plato,  he  compofed  a republic ; and,  for  the  ulc 
of  his  republic,  a treadle  of  laws  ; in  which  he  labours  to  deduce 
from  a ccieftial  origin,  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  Roman  confti- 
tution.  The  whole  univerfe,  according  to  his  fublime  hypothecs, 
forms  one  immenfe  commonwealth  : gods  and  men,  who  participate 
of  the  fame  cflencc,  arc  members  of  the  fame  community  ; reafon 
preferibes  the  law  of  nature  and  nations ; and  all  pofitive  inftitu- 
tions,  however  modified  by  accident  or  cuftom,  are  drawn  from 
the  rule  of  right,  which  the  Deity  has  inferibed  on  every  virtuous 
mind.  From  thefe  philofophical  inyfteries,  he  mildly  excludes  the 
fceptics  who  refufe  to  believe,  and  the  epicureans  who  are  unwilling 
to  act.  The  latter  difdain  the  care  of  the  republic ; he  advifes  therA 

54  CraflTus,  or  rather  Cicero  himfelf,  pro-  * to  deride.  It  was  partly  executed  by  Servius 
pofes  (dc  Oratore,  i.  41,  42.)  an  idea  of  the  Sulpicius  (in  Bruto,  c.  41.)*  »hofe  praife* 
art  or  feience  of  jurifprudence,  which  the  clo-  are  elegantly  varied  in  the  claffic  Latinity  of 
quent,  but  illiterate,  Antcnius  (i.  58.)  affetis  the  Roman  Gravina  (p.  w 
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C xliv  t0  ^ura^er  ’n  their  fhady  gardens.  But  he  humbly  mtreatv 
' — v- — > that  the  new  academy  would  be  filcnt,  fince  her  bold  objcdion* 
would  too  foon  deftroy  the  fair  and  well-ordered  Rru&urc  of  his 
lofty  fyftem’’.  Plato,  AriRotlc,  and  Zeno,  he  reprefents  as  the 
only  teachers  who  arm  and  inftruft  a citizen  for  tl»c  duties  of  fociai 
•life.  Of  thefe,  the  armour  of  the  ftoics 56  was  found  to  be  of  the 
firmeft  temper ; and  it  was  chiefly  worn,  both  for  ufc  and  orna- 
ment, in  the  fchools  of  jurifprudence.  From  the  portico,  the  Roman 
civilians  learned  to  live,  to  reafon,  and  to  die : but  they  imbibed 
in  fome  degree  the  prejudices  of  the  fedt ; the  love  of  paradox,  the 
pertinacious  habits  of  difpute,  and  a minute  attachment  to  words 
and  verbal  diftindtions.  The  fuperiority  of  form  to  matter , was  in- 
troduced to  afeertain  the  right  of  property : and  the  equality  of 
crimes  is  countenanced  by  an  opinion  of  Trcbatius”,  that  he  who 
touches  the  ear,  touches  the  whole  body ; and  that  he  who  Reals 
from  an  heap  of  corn,  or  an  hogfhead  of  wine,  is  guilty  of  the  entire 
theft*1. 

Authority.  Arms,  eloquence,  and  the  fludy  of  the  civil  law,  promoted  a ci- 
tizen to  the  honours  of  the  Roman  Rate ; and  the  three  profefiions 
were  fometimes  more  confpicuous  by  their  union  in  the  fame  clia- 
radter.  In  the  compofition  of  the  edict,  a learned  pnetor  gave  a 


55  Pertufbatricem  autem  omnium  harum 
rerum  academism,  hanc  ab  ArccTtla  et  Car- 
neade  recentem,  exoremus  ut  filear,  nam  fi 
invaferit  in  hxc,  qux  fatis  fate  inftrufta  ct 
corapofita  videantur,  nimia  edet  ruin  as,  quam 
quidem  ego  placare  cupio,  fubraovere  non 
audeo  (de  Lcgibus,  i.  13.).  From  this  paf- 
fage  alone,  Bentley  (Remarks  on  Free-think- 
ing, p-  250.)  might  have  learned  how  firmly 
Cicero  believed  in  the  fpecious  doftrines 
which  he  has  adorned. 

16  The  lloic  philofophy  was  fird  taught  at 
J^qmc  by  Pao.xuus,  the  friend  of  the  younger 


Scipio  (fee  his  life  in  the  Mem.  de  l’Acade- 
mic  dcs  Infcriptions,  tom.  x.  p.  75— B9.). 

As  he  is  quoted  by  Ulpian  (leg.  40.  ad 
Sabinum  in  Pandeft.  I.  xlvii.  tit,  ii.  leg,  21.). 
Yet  Trcbatius,  after  he  was  a leading  civilian, 
qui  fimiliam  duxit,  became  an  epicurean  (Ci- 
cero ad  Pam.  vii.  5.).  Perhaps  he  was  not 
con  (tan  t or  fincere  in  his  new  feCt. 

51  Sec  Gravina  (p.  43—51.)  and  the  inef- 
fectual cavils  of  Mifcou.  iieineccius  (Hid. 
J.  R.  N J 125.)  quotes  and  approves  a ditier- 
tation  of  Evcrard  Otto,  dc  Stoici  Jurifcon- 
fultorum  PnilolophLi. 

fanftion 
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fandtion  and  preference  to  his  private  fentiments : the  opinion  of  a 
cenfor,  or  a conful,  was  entertained  with  refpedl ; and  a doubtful 
interpretation  of  the  laws  might  be  fupported  by  the  virtues  or 
triumphs  of  the  civilian.  The  patrician  arts  were  long  prote&ed  by 
the  veil  of  myftery ; and  in  more  enlightened  times,  the  freedom  of 
enquiry  cftablilhed  the  general  principles  of  jurifprudence.  Subtle 
and  intricate  cafes  were  elucidated  by  the  difputes  of  the  forum : 
rules,  axioms,  and  definitions”,  were  admitted  as  the  genuine  dic- 
tates of  reafon  ; and  the  confent  of  the  legal  profcflbrs  was  inter- 
woven  into  the  practice  of  the  tribunals.  But  thefe  interpreters 
could  neither  enaft  nor  execute  the  laws  of  the  republic  ; and  the 
judges  might  difregard  the  authority  of  the  Sctevolas  themfclves, 
which  was  often  overthrown  by  the  eloquence  or  fophiftry  of  an 
ingenious  pleader"0.  Auguftus  and  Tiberius  were  the  firft  to  adopt, 
as  an  ufeful  engine,  the  fcience  of  the  civilians ; and  their  fervile 
labours  accommodated  the  old  fyflem  to  the  fpirit  and  views  of  def- 
potifm.  Under  the  fair  pretence  of  fecuring  the  dignity  of  the  art, 
the  privilege  of  fubferibing  legal  and  valid  opinions  was  confined  to 
the  fages  of  fenatorian  or  equeftrian  rank,  who  had  been  previoufly 
approved  by  the  judgment  of  the  prince ; and  this  monopoly  pre- 
vailed, till  Hadrian  reftored  the  freedom  of  the  profeflion  to  every 
citizen  confcious  of  his  abilities  and  knowledge.  The  difcrction  of 
the  prator  was  now  governed  by  the  lclTons  of  his  teachers ; the 
judges  were  enjoined  to  obey  the  comment  as  well  as  the  text  of 
the  law ; and  the  ufe  of  codicils  was  a memorable  innovation,  which 
Auguftus  ratified  by  the  advice  of  the  civilians"'. 


59  We  have  heard  of  the  Catonian  rule, 
the  Aquilian  Imputation,  and  the  Manilian 
fo ran,  of  2ii  maxims,  and  of  147  defini- 
tions (Pandefh  1.  l.  tit.  xvi,  xvii.). 

60  Read  Cicero,  I.  i.  dc  Oratore,  Topica, 
pro  Murena. 

6‘  See  Pomponius  (de  Originc  Juria  Pan- 

Vol.  IV.  Z 


defl.  1. 1.  tit.  ii.  leg.  2.  N*47#)t  Hcineccios 
(ad  Inftitut.  I.  i.  tit.  ii.  N°  8.  I.  ii.  tit.  xxv. 
in  Element,  et  Antiquitat.),  and  Gravina 
(p.  41—45.).  Vet  the  monopoly  of  Auguf- 
tus,an  harfh  meafure,  would  appear  with  fame 
fattening  in  contemporary  evidence  ; and  it 
was  probably  veiled  by  a decree  of  the  fenate. 

7.  The 
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The  mod  abfolute  mandate  could  only  require  that  the  judge* 
fhould  agree  with  the  civilians,  if  the  civilians  agreed  among  them- 
felvcs.  But  pofitive  inftitutions  are  often  the  refult  of  cuftorn  and 
prejudice  ; laws  and  language  arc  ambiguous  and  arbitrary ; where 
reafon  is  incapable  of  pronouncing,  the  love  of  argument  is  inflamed 
by  the  envy  of  rivals,  the  vanity  of  matters,  the  blind  attachment  of 
their  difciples  ; and  the  Roman  jurifprudence  was  divided  by  the 
once  famous  fefts  of  the  Proculians  and  Sabiniatu *\  Two  fages  of 
the  law,  Ateius  Capito  and  Antiftius  Labco ",  adorned  the  peace 
-of  the  Auguftan  age:  the  former  diftinguiflied  by  the  favour  of  his 
Sovereign  ; the  latter  more  illuftrious  by  his  contempt  of  that  favour, 
and  his  ftern  though  harmlefs  oppofltion  to  the  tyrant  of  Rome. 
Their  legal  ftudies  were  influenced  by  the  various  colours  of  their 
temper  and  principles.  Labeo  was  attached  to  the  form  of  the  old 
republic ; his  rival  embraced  the  more  profitable  fubftance  of  the 
riling  monarchy.  But  the  difpofition  of  a courtier  is  tame  and  fub- 
miffive  ; and  Capito  feldom  prefumed  to  deviate  from  the-  fenti- 
ments,  or  at  lcaft  from  the  words,  of  his  predeceflbrs : while  the 
bold  republican  purfued  his  independent  ideas  without  fear  of  pa- 
radox or  innovations.  The  freedom  of  Labeo  was  enflaved,  how- 
ever, by  the  rigour  of  his  own  conclnfions,  and  he  decided  according 
to  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  fame  queftions  which  his  indulgent  com- 
petitor refolved  with  4 latitude  of  equity  more  fuitable  to  the  common 
fenfc  and  feelings  of  mankind.  If  a fair  exchange  had  been  fubfti- 
tuted  to  the  payment  of  money,  Capito  flill  conlidcrcd  the  tranfadlion 


tl  I have  perufed  the  Diatribe  of  Gotfri- 
dus  Mafcovius,  the  learned  Wafccu.de  ScCtis 
Juriftonfuhorum  (Lipfix,  1728,  in  12®0, 
p.  276.),  a learned  iteaii/e  on  a narrow  and 
barren  ground. 

•*  See  the  charafler  of  Antiflius  Labeo  in 
Tacitus  (Anna),  iii.  75.)  and  in  an  cpillle  of 


Areius  Capito  (Aul.  Gellius,  xiii.  12.),  who 
accufes  his  rival  of  libertas  niinia  et  'veitrs* 
Vet  Horace  would  cot  have  lathed  a virtuous 
and  refpeftable  fenator ; and  1 tnuli  adopt  the 
emendation  of  Bentley,  who  reads  Latum* 
in  fan.  or  (Serm.  I.  iii.  82.).  See  Mafcou,  de 
Sedii,  c.  1.  p.  1—24..). 

as 
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as  a legal  fale'*;  and  he  confultcd  nature  for  the  age  of  puberty,  c p- 

without  confining  his  definition  to  the  precife  period  of  twelve  or  ' *■ — • 

fourteen  years*’.  This  oppofition  of  fentiments  was  propagated  in 
the  writings  and  leflTons  of  the  two  founders ; the  fchools  of  Capito 
and  Labeo  maintained  their  inveterate  confUdt  from  the  age  of 
Auguflus  to  that  of  Hadrian64;  and  the  two  feds  derived  their  ap- 
pellations from  Sabinus  and  Proculius,  their  moil  celebrated  teachers. 

The  names  of  CaJJians  and  Pegafians  were  likewife  applied  to  the 
fame  parties ; but,  by  a flrange  revcrfe,  the  popular  caufe  was  in  the 
hands  of  Pegafus  ",  a timid  Have  of  Domitian,  while  the  favourite 
of  the  Cxfars  was  reprefentcd  by  Caflius6’,  who  gloried  in  his  de- 
fcent  from  the  patriot  aflaflin.  By  the  perpetual  edid,  the  contro- 
verfies  of  the  feds  were  in  a great  meafure  determined.  For  that 
important  work,  the  emperor  Hadrian  preferred  the  chief  of  the 
Sabinians : the  friends  of  monarchy  prevailed ; but  the  moderation 
of  Salvius  Julian  infenfibly  reconciled  the  vidors  and  the  van- 
quished. Like  the  contemporary  philofophers,  the  lawyers  of  the 
age  of  the  Antonines  declaimed  the  authority  of  a mailer,  and 

«*  Juftinian  (Inftitut.  I.  iii.  tit.  xxiii.  and  it  the  age—vi;i  5 esri.-oaTiMt  aftnrai  aft 
Theophil.  Verf.  Grit,  p,  677.  680.)  hat  See  the  irftigia  of  the  fefli  in  Mafcou,  c.  ix. 
commemorated  this  weighty  difpute,  and  the  p.  14; — 2-6. 

verfet  of  Homer  that  were  alleged  on  either  **  The  feries  and  conclufion  of  the  fefla 
fide  as  legal  authorities.  It  was  decided  by  are  deferibed  by  Mafcou  (c.  ii— vii.  p.  24— 

Paul  (leg.  43.  ad  Edift.  in  Pandefl.  I.  xviii.  110.),  and  it  would  be  almolt  ridiculous  to 
tit.  i.  leg.  i.)t  fince,  in  a fimple  exchange,  praife  his  equal  juftice  to  thefe  obfoietc  fefts. 
the  buyer  could  not  be  diferiminated  from  the  tr  At  the  firrt  fummons  he  flies  to  the  tur- 
fcller.  bot-council ; yet  Juvenal  (Sattr.  iv.  75-81.) 

®*  This  controverfy  was  likewife  given  for  flyles  the  prxfcfl  or  taiiijf  of  Rome  fa  nil  if. 
the  Proculians,  to  fuperfede  the  indecency  of  fimus  legum  interpret.  From  his  fcience, 
a fearch,  and  to  comply  with  the  aphorifm  fays  the  old  fcholiall,  he  was  called,  not  a 
of  Hippocrates,  who  was  attached  to  the  fep-  man,  but  a book.  He  derived  the  fingular 
tenary  number  of  two  weeks  of  years,  or  700  name  of  Pegafus  from  the  galley  which  hil 
of  days  (Inftitut.  1.  i.  tit.  xxii.).  Plutarch  father  commanded. 

and  the  ftoies  (de  Placit.Philofoph.  I.  v.c.  24.)  *•  Tacit.  Annal.  xvii.  7.  Sucton.  in  Nc- 

aftign  a more  natural  teafou.  Fourteen  years  rone,  c.  37.'  , 
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C XLIV.  P’  a^°Pte^  ^rom  every  fyftem  the  moll  probable  doctrines'*.  But  their 
*— v — J writings  would  have  been  lefs  voluminous,  had  their  choice  been 
more  unanimous.  The  confcience  of  the  judge  was  perplexed  by 
the  number  and  weight  of  difcordant  teftimonics,  and  every  fen- 
tcncc  that  his  paflion  or  intereft  might  pronounce,  was  juftified  by 
the  fandtion  of  fome  venerable  name.  An  indulgent  edict  of  the 
younger  Theodofius  excufed  him  from  the  labour  of  comparing 
and  weighing  their  arguments.  Five  civilians,  Caius,  Papinian, 
Paul,  Ulpian,  and  Modeftinus,  were  eftablifhed  as  the  oracles  of 
jurifprudence:  a majority  was  decifive  ; but  if  their  opinions  were 
equally  divided,  a calling  vote  was  aferibed  to  the  fuperior  wifdom 
of  Papinian'0. 

*•*■*£•  When  Juftinian  afeended  the  throne,  the  reformation  of  the 
mm  law  by  Roman  jurifprudence  was  an  arduous  but  indilpenlable  talk.  In 
AflD.'*5V7,  the  fPace  of  ten  centuries,  the  infinite  variety  of  laws  and  legal 
opinions  had  filled  many  thoufand  volumes,  which  no  fortune  could 
purchafe  and  no  capacity  could  digeft.  Books  could  not  cafily  be 
found ; and  the  judges,  poor  in  the  midft  of  riches,  were  reduced 
to  the  exercife  of  their  illiterate  diferetion.  The  fubjetfs  of  the 
Greek  provinces  were  ignorant  of  the  language  that  difpofed  of 
their  lives  and  properties ; and  the  barbarous  dialed  of  the  Latins 
was  imperfedly  ftudied  in  the  academies  of  Berytus  and  Conftan- 
tinople.  As  an  Illyrian  foldier,  that  idiom  was  familiar  to  the  in- 
fancy of  Juftinian  ; his  youth  had  been  inftruded  by  the  leflons  of 
jurifprudence,  and  his  Imperial  choice  feleded  the  meft  learned 


®*  Mafcou,  dc  Se&is,  c.  viii.  p.  uo 144. 

de  Herifcundij,  a legal  term  which  was  ap. 
plied  to  thefc  eclectic  lawyers : btreifetre  is  fy. 
nonymous  10  dividere. 

,0  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  i.  lit.  i». 
with  Godefroy’s  Commentary,  tom.  i.  p.  30 
— 35-)*  This  decree  might  give  occafion  to 


Jefuitical  difpotes  like  thofc  in  the  Lettres 
Provinciales,  whether  a judge  was  obliged  to 
follow  the  opinion  of  Papinian  or  of  a ma- 
jority, againlt  his  judgment,  againll  his  con- 
fcience, he.  Yet  a legiflator  might  give  that 
opinion,  however  falie,  the  validity  not  of 
truth,  but  of  law. 

civilians. 
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civilians  of  the  Eaft,  to  labour  with  their  fovereijrn  in  the  work  of  C H A P. 

° x'LIV. 

reformation”.  The  theory  of  profeffors  was  affiled  by  the  prac-  > ' 

tice  of  advocates  and  the  experience  of  magiftrates  ; and  the  whole 
undertaking  was  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  Tribonian  ”.  This  ex-  Tribonian, 
traordinary  man,  the  object  of  fo  much  praife  and  ccnfurc,  was  a 51;— 546. 
native  of  Side  in  Pamphylia  ; and  his  genius,  like  that  of  Bacon,, 
embraced,  as  his  own,  all  the  bulinefs  and  knowledge  of  the  age. 

Tribonian  compofed,  both  in  profe  and  verfe,  on  a ftrange  diverfity 
of  curious  and  abftrufc  fubjc£ts  ” : a double  panegyric  of  Juftinian. 
and  the  life  of  the  philofopher  Theodotus ; the  nature  of  happinefs 
and  the  duties  of  government ; Homer’s  catalogue  and  the  four  and 
twenty  forts  of  metre ; the  aftronomical  canon  of  Ptolemy ; the 
changes  of  the  months  ; the  houfes  of  the  planets  ; and  the  har- 
monic fyftem  of  the  world.  To  the  literature  of  Greece  he  added 
the  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue ; the  Roman  civilians  were  depofited 
in  his  library  and  in  his  mind  ; and  he  moll  afliduoufly  cultivated 
thofe  arts  which  opened  the  road  of  wealth  and  preferment.  From 
the  bar  of  the  prxtorian  prxfeifls,  he  raifed  himfelf  to  the  honours 
of  quxftor,  of  conful,  and  of  mailer  of  the  offices  : the  council  of 
Juftinian  liftened  to  his  eloquence  and  wifdom,  and  envy  was  mi- 
tigated by  the  gentlenefs  and  affability  of  his  manners.  The  re- 


For  the  legal  labours  of  Juftinian,  I 
have  ftudied  the  Preface  to  the  Inllitutes;  the 
xd,  and  3d  Prefaces  to  the  Pandcfts ; the 
1“  and  zd  Preface  to  the  Code  ; and  the  Code 
itfelf  (1.  i.  tit.  xvii.  de  Veteri  Jure  enuclc- 
ando).  After  thefe  original  teftimenies,  I 
have  confultcd,  among  the  moderns,  Heincc- 
ciui  (Hill.  J.  R.  Nu  383 — 404.),  Tera/Ton 
(Hift.  de  U junfprudence  Romaine,  p.  295 
— 356.),  Gravida  (Opp.  p.  93 — too.),  and 
Ludcwig,  in  his  Life  of  Juftinian  (p.  19  — 
1*3,  318 — 321.:  for  the  Code  and  Novels, 
p.  209  — 261.;  for  the  Digeft  or  Pandelts, 
p.  161—317.). 

3 


71  For  the  chara&er  of  Tribonian,  fee  the 
teftimonies  of  Procopius  (Pcrfic.  1.  i.  c.  23, 
24.  Anecdot.  c.  13.  20.)  and  Suidas  (tom.iii. 
p.  401.  edit.  Kuftcr).  Ludcwig  (in  Vit.  Juf- 
tinian. p.  175 — 209.)  works  hard,  very  hard, 
to  whitc-walh — the  black*a-moor. 

71  I apply  the  two  palTagei  of  Suidas  to 
the  fame  man  ; every  circumftance  fo  cxn&ly 
tallies.  Yet  the  lawyers  appear  ignorant  ; 
and  Fabricius  is  inclined  to  feparate  the  two 
chara&cr*  (Bibliot.  Grarc.  tom.  i.  p.  341. 
ii.  p.  518.  iai.  p.  4*8.  xii.  p.  346.  353. 

474-). 
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CHAP,  proachcs  of  impiety  and  avarice  have  ftained  the  virtues  or  the  re- 
i - — . putation  of  Tribonian.  In  a bigotted  and  perfecuting  court,  the 
principal  minifter  was  accufed  of  a fecret  averfion  to  the  Chriftian 
faith,  and  was  fuppofed  to  entertain  the  fentiments  of  an  Atheift  and 
a Pagan,  which  have  been  imputed,  inconfiftcntly  enough,  to  the  laft 
philofophcrs  of  Greece.  His  avarice  was  more  clearly  proved  and 
more  fenfibly  felt.  If  he  were  fwayed  by  gifts  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juflice,  the  example  of  Bacon  will  again  occur;  nor  can 
the  merit  of  Tribonian  atone  for  his  bafenefs,  if  he  degraded  the 
fan&ity  of  his  profefiion  ; and  if  laws  were  every  day  enacted, 
modified,  or  repealed,  for  the  bafe  confideration  of  his  private  emo- 
lument. In  the  fedition  of  Conftantinople,  his  removal  was  granted 
to  the  clamours,  perhaps  to  the  juft  indignation,  of  the  people  : but 
the  quteftor  was  fpeedily  reftored,  and,  till  the  hour  of  his  death, 
he  poflefled,  above  twenty  years,  the  favour  and  confidence  of  the 
emperor..  His  paflive  and  dutiful  fubmifiion  has  been  honoured 
with  the  praife  of  Juftinian  himfelf,  whofe  vanity  was  incapable  of 
difeerning  how  often  that  fubmiQion  degenerated  into  the  grofleft 
adulation.  Tribonian  adored  the  virtues  of  his  gracious  mailer : the 
earth  was  unworthy  of  fuch  a prince  ; and  he  afiefted  a pious  fear, 
that  Juftinian,  like  Elijah  or  Romulus,  would  be  fnatched  into  the 
air,  and  tranflated  alive  to  the  manfions  of  cocleftial  glory  r*. 

The  Code  of  If  CaL’far  had  atchievcd  the  reformation  of  the  Roman  law,  his 
a'  d".1  ;j8,  creative  genius,  enlightened  by  reflexion  and  ftudy,  would  have 
’ given  to  the  world  a pure  arid  original  fyftem  of  jurifprudcnce. 
April  7.  Whatever  flattery  might  fuggeft,  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  was  afraid 

74  This  (lory  is  related  by  Hefychius  (Je  the  impudence  of  the  modeft  Virgil.  But  the 
Viris  lllurtribus),  Procopius  ( Anecdot. 0.13.),  fume  l-ontcndle  places  his  king  above  the 
and  Suidas  (tom.  iii.  p.501.).  Such  flattery  divine  Augustus  ; and  the  fage  Boileau  hits 
is  incredible  ? not  blufhed  to  fay  “ Lc  deiiin  a fes  yeux 

Nihil  eft  quod  credere  de  fc  n’ofcroit  balancer/*  Yet  neither  Aoguftu* 

Non poieft, turn  laud:.(urDii»xquayri!eft:ij.  nor  JUouis  XIV.  were  fools. 

. JFoatenellc  (tom.i.p.  33  — 39 ) his  liJicuJci. 
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to  eflablifh  his  private  judgment  as  the  ftandard  of  equity:  in  the 
poflcllion  of  legiflative  power,  he  borrowed  the  aid  of  time  and 
opinion  ; and  his  laborious  compilations  are  guarded  by  the  fagcs 
and  legiflators  of  part  times.  Inftead  of  a ftatue  caft  in  a fimple  mould 
by  the  hand  of  an  artift,  the  works  of  Juftinian  reprefcnt  a teflelatcd 
pavement  of  antique  and  coflly,  but  too  often  of  incoherent  frag- 
ments. In  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  he  directed  the  faithful  Tri- 
bonian,  and  nine  learned  affociates,  to  revife  the  ordinances  of  his 
predeceflbrs,  as  they  were  contained,  fince  the  time  of  Hadrian,  in 
the  Gregorian,  Hcrmogenian,  and  Theodofian  codes ; to  purge  the 
errors  and  contradictions,  to  retrench  whatever  was  obfolete  or  fu- 
perfluous,  and  to  feleCt  the  wife  and  faiutary  laws  bed  adapted  to 
the  practice  of  the  tribunals  and  the  ufe  of  his  fubjeCts.  The  work 
was  accomplifhed  in  fourteen  months;  and  the  twelve  books  or  tables , 
which  the  new  decemvirs  produced,  might  be  defigned  to  imitate 
the  labours  of  their  Roman  predccelTors.  The  new  code  of  Juf- 
tinian  was  honoured  with  his  name,  and  confirmed  by  his  royal 
fignature  : authentic  tranferipts  were  multiplied  by  the  pens  of 
notaries  and  feribes  ; they  were  tranfinitted  to  the  magiftrates  of  the 
European,  the  Afiatic,  and  afterwards  the  African  provinces:  and 
the  law  of  the  empire  was  proclaimed  on  folemn  feftivsls  at  the 
doors  of  churches.  A more  arduous  operation  was  dill  behind  : 
to  extraCl  the  fpirit  of  jurifprudcnce  from  the  decifions  and  con- 
jectures, the  queflions  and  difpute3  of  the  Roman  civilians.  Seven- 
teen lawyers,  with  Tribonian  at  their  head,  were  appointed  by  the 
emperor  to  cxcrcife  an  abfolutc  jurifdiCtion  over  the  works  of  their 
prcdcccfiors.  If  they  had  obeyed  his  commands  in  ten  years,  Jufli- 
nian  would  have  been  fatisfied  with  their  diligence ; and  the  rapid 
compofition  of  the  DIGEST  or  pandects”,  in  three  years,  will  de- 

ferve 

” n.tJuui  (general  receivers)  war  a com-  Pr-ifat.  aJ  M il.  Natur.).  The  Digrjln  cf 
»ua  title  of  the  Greek  mifccllaniea  (Plin.  Scacaola,  Ma.ccllinus,  Ccifiu,  were  already 
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CHAP,  ferve  praifc  or  ccnfure,  according  to  the  merit  of  the  execution, 

v — _ , From  the  library  of  Tribonian,  they  chofe  forty,  the  moft  eminent 
civilians  of  former  times  76 : two  thoufand  treatifes  were  comprifed 
in  an  abridgment  of  fifty  books ; and  it  has  been  carefully  recorded, 
that  three  millions  of  lines  or  fcntcnces”,  were  reduced,  in  this  ab- 
ftraft,  to  the  moderate  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand. 
The  edition  of  this  great  work  was  delayed  a month  after  that  of  the 
institutes  ; and  it  feemed  reafonable  that  the  elements  fhould 
precede  the  digeft  of  the  Roman  law.  As  foon  as  the  emperor  had 
approved  their  labours,  he  ratified,  by  his  legiflative  power,  the  fpe- 
culations  of  thefe  private  citizens : their  commentaries,  on  the  twelve 
tables,  the  perpetual  edid,  the  laws  of  the  people,  and  the  decrees 
of  the  fenate,  fuccceded  to  the  authority  of  the  text ; and  the  text 
was  abandoned,  as  an  ufclefs,  though  venerable,  relic  of  antiquity. 
The  Code , the  PandeEls , and  the  Injiitutes , were  declared  to  be  the 
legitimate  fyftem  of  civil  jurifprudence  ; they  alone  were  admitted 
in  the  tribunals,  and  they  alone  were  taught  in  the  academies  of 
Rome,  Conftantinople,  and  Berytus.  Juftinian  add rc fled  to  the 
fenate  and  provinces,  his  eternal  oraclet ; and  his  pride,  under  the 
malic  of  piety,  aferibed  the  confummation  of  this  great  defign  to  the 
fupport  and  infpiration  of  the  Deity. 


familiar  to  the  civilians : but  Juftinian  was  in 
the  wrong  when  he  ufed  the  two  appellations 
as  fynonymouj.  Is  the  word  PandtQs  Greek 
or  Latin— mafeuline  or  feminine?  The  di- 
ligent Brenckman  will  not  prefume  to  decide 
thefe  momentous  controversies  (Hill.  Pandcd. 
Florentin.  p.  300—304.). 

7*  Angelus  Politianus  (1.  v.  Epift.  ult.) 
reckons  thirty-feven  (p.  192—200.)  civilians 
quoted  in  the  Pandcds — a learned,  and,  for 
his  times,  an  extraordinary  lift.  The  Greek 
Index  to  the  Pandcds  enumerates  thirty-nine; 
and  forty  are  produced  by  the  indefatigable 
Fabriciut, (Bibliot.  Grace,  tost.  iii.  p.  488  — 


502.).  Antoninus  Auguftas  (de  Nominibus 
Propriis.  Pandcd.  apod  Ludewig,  p.  283.) 
is  faid  to  have  added  fifty-four  names ; but 
they  mull  be  vague  or  fecond-hand  references. 

77  The  Znyi  1 of  the  ancient  MSS.  may  be 
ftridly  defined  as  fentences  or  periods  of  a 
complete  fenfe,  which,  on  the  breadth  of  the 
parchment  rolls  or  volumes,  compofed  as 
many  lines  of  unequal  length.  The  num- 
ber of  Ir ix** e*ch  book  ferved  as  a check 
on  the  errors  of  the  feribes  (Ludewig,  p.  11 1 
— 2 1 5.  and  his  original  author  Suicer.  The- 
faur.  Ecdcfcaft.  tom.  i.  p.  1021—1036.). 
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Since  the  emperor  declined  the  fame  and  envy  of  original  compo-  C a p. 
fition,  we  can  only  require  at  his  hands,  method,  choice,  and  fide-  » - ~ j 

lity,  the  humble,  though  indifpenfable,  virtues  of  a compiler.  Among  «nfureof 
the  various  combinations  of  ideas,  it  is  difficult  to  affign  any  reafon-  lrli 

able  preference  ; but  as  the  order  of  Juftinian  is  different  in  his  three 
works,  it  is  poffible  that  all  may  be  wrong  ; and  it  is  certain  that 
two  cannot  be  right.  In  the  feledlion  of  ancient  laws,  he  feems  to 
have  viewed  his  predeceffors  without  jealoufy,  and  with  equal  re- 
gard : the  fertes  could  not  afeend  above  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  and 
the  narrow  diflintflion  of  Paganil'm  and  Chriffianity,  introduced  by 
the  fuperftition  of  Theodofius,  had  been  abolifhed  by  the  confent 
of  mankind.  But  the  jurifprudcnce  of  the  Pandc&s  is  circuinfcribed 
within  a period  of  an  hundred  years,  from  the  perpetual  edict  to  the 
death  of  Severus  Alexander : the  civilians  who  lived  under  the  firfl 
Ctefars,  are  feldoin  permitted  to  fpeak,  and  only  three  names  can 
be  attributed  to  the  age  of  the  republic.  The  favourite  of  Juftinian 
(it  has  been  fiercely  urged)  was  fearful  of  encountering  the  light 
of  freedom  and  the  gravity  of  Roman  fages.  Tribonian  con- 
demned to  oblivion  the  genuine  and  native  wifdom  of  Cato,  the 
Scacvolas,  and  Sulpicius ; while  he  invoked  fpirits  more  congenial  to 
his  own,  the  Syrians,  Greeks,  and  Africans,  who  flocked  to  the 
Imperial  court  to  ftudy  Latin  as  a foreign  tongue,  and  jurifprudence 
as  a lucrative  profeflion.  But  the  minifters  of  Juftinian  J‘  were  in- 
ftrudted  to  labour,  not  for  the  curiofity  of  antiquarians,  but  for  the 
immediate  benefit  of  his  fubje&s.  It  was  their  duty  to  feledt  the 
ufeful  and  practical  parts  of  the  Roman  law ; and  the  writings  of 
the  old  republicans,  however  curious  or  excellent,  were  no  longer 
fuited  to  the  new  fyflem  of  manners,  religion,  and  government. 


7t  Arr  ingenious  and  learned  oration  of  Tribonian,  again  ft  the  paflionate  charges  of 
fichultingius  (Jurifprudentia  Ante-Juftini-  Francis  Holloman  and  his  fclUries. 
anea,  p.  883 — 907.)  jollifies  the  choice  of 

Vol.  IV.  3 A'  : ■ Perhaps, 
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c ^ a P-  Perhaps,  if  the  preceptors  and  friends  of  Cicero  were  ftill  alive,  our 
» candour  would  acknowledge,  that,  except  in  purity  of  language”, 

their  intrinfic  merit  was  excelled  by  the  fchool  of  Papinian  and 
Ulpian.  The  fciencc  of  the  laws  is  the  flow  growth  of  time  and 
experience,  and  the  advantage  both  of  method  and  materials,  is 
naturally  affumcd  by  the  molt  recent  authors.  The  civilians  of  the 
reign  of  the  Antonines  had  ftudied  the  works  of  their  predeceffors : 
their  philofophic  fpirit  had  mitigated  the  rigour  of  antiquity,  Am- 
plified the  forms  of  proceeding,  and  emerged  from  the  jealoufy  and 
prejudice  of  the  rival  fefts.  The  choice  of  the  authorities  that  com- 
pofe  the  Pande£ts,  depended  on  the  judgment  of  Tribonian  : but 
the  power  of  his  fovereign  could  not  abfolve  him  from  the  facred 
obligations  of  truth  and  fidelity.  As  the  legiflator  of  the  empire, 
Juftinian  might  repeal  the  adts  of  the  Antonines,  or  condemn,  as 
feditious,  the  free  principles,  which  were  maintained  by  the  laft  of 
the  Roman  lawyers  *°.  But  the  exiftence  of  paft  fads  is  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  defpotifm ; and  the  emperor  was  guilty  of  fraud 
and  forgery,  when  he  corrupted  the  integrity  of  their  text,  inferibed 
with  their  venerable  names  the  words  and  ideas  of  bis  fervile 
reign  ",  and  fupprefled,  by  the  hand  of  power,  the  pure  and 
authentic  copies  of  their  fentiments.  The  changes  and  interpola- 
tions of  Tribonian  and  his  colleagues  are  excufed  by  the  pretence 


79  Strip  away  the  cruft  of  Tribonian,  and 
allow  for  the  ufe  of  technical  words,  and  the 
Latin  of  the  Pande&s  will  be  found  not  un- 
wcvthy  of  the  J*h/tr  age.  It  has  been  ve- 
hemently attacked  by  Laorentius  Valla,  a 
faftidious  grammarian  of  the  xvlh  century, 
and  by  hu  apologift  Floridus  Sabinas.  It 
has  been  defended  by  Alciat  and  a namelrfs 
advocate  (moft  probably  James  Capellus). 
Their  various  treatifes  are  collected  by  Duker 
(Opufcuia  de  Latinitate  veterum  Jurifcon- 
fultorum,  Lugd.  Bat.  1721,  in  12*°). 

4 


,Q  Nomina  quidem  veteribua  femvimua, 
legum  autem  veritatem  noftram  fecimus.  Ita- 
que  Squid  erat  in  illir  multa  autent 

t.ilia  erant  ibi  repo  flu,  hoc  decifum  eft  et  de- 
finitom,  et  in  peripicuum  finem  deduce  eft 
quxque  lex  (Cod.  Juftinian.  1.  i.  tit.  xvii. 
leg.  3.  N*  10.).  A frank  confefiion! 

11  The  nomber  of  rhefe  t mb  iemata  (a  po- 
lite name  for  forgeries)  is  much  reduced  by 
Bynkerihoek  (in  the  iv.  laft  books  of  bis  Ob- 
servations), who  poorly  maintains  the  right 
of  juftinian  and  the  duty  of  Tribonian. 

- of 
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of  uniformity : but  their  cares  have  been  inefficient,  and  the  an-  c tt^A  P. 
tinomics,  or  contradictions  of  the  Code  and  Pande&s,  dill  exercife  the  <■  „ > 

patience  and  fubtlety  of  modern  civilians’*. 

A rumour  devoid  of  evidence  has  been  propagated  by  the  enemies  Lofs 

— , , indent  jnrif- 

of  Juftinian  ; that  the  jurifprudence  or  ancient  Rome  was  reduced  prudence, 
to  afhes  by  the  author  of  the  Pandedts,  from  the  vain  perfuafion, 
that  it  was  now  either  falfe  or  fuperfluous.  Without  ufurping  an 
office  fo  invidious,  the  emperor  might  fafely  commit  to  ignorance 
and  time  the  accomplifliment  of  this  deftrudive  with.  Before  the 
invention  of  printing  and  paper,  the  labour  and  the  materials  of 
writing  could  be  purchafed  only  by  the  rich  ; and  it  may  rea/onably 
be  computed,  that  the  price  of  books  was  an  hundred  fold  their  pre- 
fent  value".  Copies  were  flowly  multiplied  and  cautioufly  re- 
newed : the  hopes  of  profit  tempted  the  facrilegious  feribes  to  eraze 
the  charaders  of  antiquity,  and  Sophocles  or  Tacitus  were  obliged 
to  refign  the  parchment  to  mifials,  homilies,  and  the  golden  legend". 

If  fuch  was  the  fate  of  the  mod  beautiful  compofitions  of  genius,  what 
(lability  could  be  expeded  for  the  dull  and  barren  works  of  an  ob- 
folete  fcience  ? The  books  of  jurifprudence  were  interefling  to  few, 
and  entertaining  to  none : their  value  was  conneded  with  prefent 
ufe,  and  they  funk  for  ever  as  foon  as  that  ufe  was  fuperfeded  by 
the  innovations  of  fafhion,  fuperior  merit,  or  public  authority.  In 


•*  The  antinemies , or  oppofite  Jaws  of  the 
Code  and  Panders,  are  fbmetimes  thecaufe, 
and  often  the  excufe,  of  the  glorious  uncer- 
tainty of  the  civil  Jaw,  which  fo  often  affords 
what  Montaigne  calls  4 * Qaeflions  poor 
l'Ami-'*  See  a fine  padhge  of  Francifcus  B il- 
duinus  in  juftinian  (I.  ii.  p.  2 59,  &c.  apud 
Ludewig,  p*  305,  306.). 

11  When  Kurt,  or  Fauftus,  Jold  at  Paris  his 
firft  printed  bibles  as  manuferipts,  the  price 
of  a parchment  copy  was  reduced  from  four 


or  fire  hundred  to  fixty,  fifty,  and  forty 
crowns.  The  public  was  at  firft  pleafed  with 
the  cheapncfs,  and  at  length  provoked  by  the 
difeovery  cf  the  fraud  (Mattaire,  Annal.  Ty- 
pograph.  tom.  i.  p.  iz.  ; firft  edition). 

*4  This  execrable  practice  prevailed  front 
the  viiifi*,  and  more  efpecially  from  the 
century,  when  it  became  almoft  univerfal 
(Montf'aucon,  in  the  Memoires  de  J'Aca- 
demie,  tom.  vi.  p.  6c6,  ice.  Bibliotheque 
Raifonnce  de  la  Diplomatique,  tom.  i.  p.  176.). 

the 
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C x^liv  P'  l^e  aSe  peace  and  learning,  between  Cicero  and  the  Iaft  of  the 
v -v-_/  Antonines,  many  lofles  had  been  already  fuftained,  and  fome  lumi- 
naries of  the  fchool,  or  forum,  were  known  only  to  the  curious  by 
tradition  and  report.  Three  hundred  and  fixty  years  of  diforder 
and  decay  accelerated  the  progrcls  of  oblivion ; and  it  may  fairly 
be  prefumed,  that  of  the  writings,  which  Juftinian  is  accufed  of  ne- 
glecting, many  were  no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  the 
Eaft  The  copies  of  Papinian  or  Ulpian,  which  the  reformer  had 
proferibed,  were  deemed  unworthy  of  future  notice  ; the  twelve 
tables  and  prxtorian  edidt  infenfibly  vanilhcd,  and  the  monuments 
of  ancient  Rome  were  ncglcdted  or  deftroyed  by  the  envy  and  ig- 
norance of  the  Greeks.  Even  the  Pande&s  themfelvcs  have  efcaped 
•with  difficulty  and  danger  from  the  common  fhipwreck,  and  cri- 
ticifm  has  pronounced,  that  all  the  editions  and  manuferipts  of  the 
Weft  arc  derived  from  one  original'*.  It  was  tranferibed  at  Con- 
ftantinople  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  century*',  was  fucceflivcly 
tranfported  by  the  accidents  of  war  and  commerce  to  Amalphi", 


,#  Pompcaius  (PandeA.  1.  i.  lit.  ii.  leg.  a.) 
obfesves,  that  of  the  three  founders  of  the 
civil  law,  Mucius,  Brutus,  and  Maniliut,  ex- 
tant volumina,  fcripia  Manila  monuments; 
that  of  fome  old  republican  lawyers,  hie  ver- 
fantureorum  feripta  inter  manus  honiinum. 
Eight  of  the  Auguflan  fages  were  reduced  to 
a compendium  : of  Cafccllius,  feripta  non 
extant  fed  unus  liber,  &c. ; of  Trcbatioi, 
minus  frequenttntur ; of  Tubcro,  libri  pa- 
rum  grati  funt.  Many  quotations  in  the 
PandeAs  are  derived  from  bocks  which  Tri- 
bonian  never  faw  ; and,  in  the  long  period 
from  the  vii‘fc  to  the  xiLlfc  century  of  Rome, 
the  apfaroti  reading  of  the  moderns  fuccef- 
iively  depends  on  the  knowledge  and  veracity 
of  their  predecessors. 

*6  All , in  fever. il  inftanccr,  repeat  the  er- 
rors of  the  feribe  and  the  tranfpofitlons  of 
fome  leaves  in  the  Florentine  PandeAf.  This 
faA,  if  it  be  true,  is  dccifirc.  Yet  the  Fan- 

7 


deAs  arc  quoted  by  Ivo  of  Chartres  (who  died 
in  1117),  by  Theobald,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  by  Vacaiius,  our  hr  ft  profeflbr, 
in  the  year  1140  (Seldcn  ad  Fletam,  c.  7. 
tom.  ii.  p.  1080 — 1085.).  Have  our  Brkifli 
MSS.  of  the  PandeAs  been  collated  i 

*7  See  the  defeription  of  this  original  in 
Brenckman  (Hill.  PandeA.  Flortnt.  1.  i.  c.  2, 
3.  p.  4 — 17.  and  1.  ii.).  Politian,  an  enthu- 
IjaA,  revered  it  as  the  authentic  Aandard  of 
Juftinian  himfelf  (p.  407,  4 c8.) ; but  this 
paradox  is  refuted  by  the  abbreviations  of  the 
Florentine  MS.  (I.  ii.  c.  3.  p.  117 — 130.)  It 
is  coin  poled  of  two  quarto  volumes,  with  large 
margins,  on  a thin  parchment,  and  the  Latin 
charaAcrs  betray  the  hand  of  a Greek  feribe. 

**  Brenckman,  at  the  end  of  his  hiAory, 
has  inserted  two  diflertations,  on  the  republic 
of  Amalphi,  and  the  Pi  Ian  wax  in  the  year 
113s,  &c. 

Pifa, 
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Pifa",  and  Florence’*,  and  is  now  depofited  as  a facred  relic”  in 
the  ancient  palace  of  the  republic”. 

It  is  the  firft.  care  of  a reformer  to  prevent  any  future  reformation. 
To  maintain  the  text  of  the  Pandedts,  the  Inftitutcs,  and  the  Code, 
the  ufe  of  cyphers  and  abbreviations  was  rigoroufly  proferibed  ; and 
as  Juftinian  rccolledtcd,  that  the  perpetual  edidl  had  been  buried 
under  the  weight  of  commentators,  he  denounced  the  puniflunent 
of  forgery  againft  the  rafli  civilians  who  fhould  prefume  to  interpret 
or  pervert  the  will  of  their  fovereign.  The  fcholars  of  Accurfius,  of 
Bartolus,  of  Cujacius,  thould  blttlh  for  their  accumulated  guilt,  unlefs 
they  dare  to  difpute  his  right  of  binding  the  authority  of  his  fuccei- 
fors,  and  the  native  freedom  of  the  mind.  But  the  emperor  was 
unable  to  fix  his  own  inconftancy  ; and,  while  he  boafted  of  renew- 
ing the  exchange  of  Diomede,  of  tranfmuting  brafs  into  gold  ”,  he 
difcovered  the  ncceflity  of  purifying  his  gold  from  the  mixture  of 
bafer  alloy.  Six  years  had  not  clapfed  from  the  publication  of  the 
Code,  before  he  condemned  the  imperfect  attempt,  by  a new  and 


•»  The  difeovery  of  the  Pandefts  it  Atnal- 
plii  (A.  D.  1 137)  is  firft  noticed  (in  1501) 
by  Ludovicus  Bologninus  (Brenckman,  1.  i. 
c.  xi.  p.  73,74- Iiv-  c-  *•  P-4'7— 4*5-). on 
the  faith  of  1 Pifan  chionicle  (p.  409,  410.), 
without  a name  or  a date.  The  whole  ilorv, 
though  unknown  to  the  xii'h  century,  cmbel- 
liOted  by  ignorant  ages,  and  fufpefled  by  rigid 
criticifm,  i>  not,  however,  dettitute  of  much 
internal  probability  (I.  i.  c.  4 — S.  p.  17 — 50.). 
The  Liber  PandeiUrum  of  Pifa  was  ondoubt- 
edly  confulted  in  the  xit1"  century  by  the 
great  Bartolus  (p.  406,  407.  See  1.  i.  c.  9. 
p.  50—61.). 

Pifa  was  taken  by  the  Florentines  in  the 
year  1406;  and  in  14II  the  PandeCis  were 
tranfported  to  the  capital.  Thefe  events  are 
authentic  and  famous. 

91  They  were  new  bound  in  purple,  depo- 
sited in  a rich  ealket,  and  (hewn  to  curious 


travellers  by  the  monks  and  magillrates  bare- 
headed, and  with  lighted  tapers  (Brenckman, 
1.  i.  e.  10,  11,  12.  p.  62— 9J-). 

9*  After  the  collations  of  Politian,  Bolog- 
r.inus,  and  Antoninus  Augullinus,  and  the 
fplendid  edition  of  the  Pandefls  by  i'aurel- 
lus  (in  Henry  Brcntkinan,  a Dutch- 

man, undertook  a pilgrimage  to  Florence, 
where  he  employed  fcvcral  ycais  in  the  lludy 
of  a fingle  manufeript.  His  Hilloria  Pan- 
deflirum  Floreminorum  (Utrecht,  1722,  in 
4"),  though  a monument  of  indullry,  is  a 
fmall  portion  of  his  original  defign. 

91  iaarsu.Cal  mia£  u*r,  apod 

Homcrum  patrem  omois  \ Irrutis  ( 1 “ Prrcfat. 
ad  Pandect.).  A line  of  Milton  or  Tallo 
would  furprife  us  in  an  aft  of  parliament. 
Qua:  omnia  obtincrc  fancimus  in  omne  xvum. 
Of  the  firll  Code,  he  fays  (aJ  Prarfal.),  in 
sternum  valituium.  Man  and  for  ever  1 
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CHAP,  more  accurate  edition  of  the  fame  work ; which  he  enriched  with 
XLIV. 

* * > two  hundred  of  his  own  laws,  and  fifty  decifions  of  the  darkeft  and 

Nov!  i6^4’  moil  intricate  points  of  jurifprudence.  Every  year,  or,  according 
to  Procopius,  each  day,  of  his  long  reign,  was  marked  by  fome  legal 
innovation.  Many  of  his  ads  were  refeinded  by  himfelf ; many 
were  rejeded  by  his  fucceflors,  many  have  been  obliterated  by  time; 
but  the  number  of  fixtecn  edicts,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
THe  Novel),  eight  novels  ”,  has  been  admitted  into  the  authentic  body  of  the 
534—565.  civil  jurifprudence.  In  the  opinion  of  a philofopher  fuperior  to 
the  prejudices  of  his  profeffion,  tliefe  inceflant,  and,  for  the  mod 
part  trifling,  alterations,  can  be  only  explained  by  the  venal  fpirit 
of  a prince,  who  fold  without  fhame  his  judgments  and  his  laws”. 
The  charge  of  the  fecret  hiftorian  is  indeed  explicit  and  vehement ; 
but  the  foie  inftance,  which  he  produces,  may  be  aferibed  to  the  de- 
votion as  well  as  to  the  avarice  of  Juflinian.  A wealthy  bigot  had 
bequeathed  his  inheritance  to  the  church  of  Emefa ; and  its  value 
was  enhanced  by  the  dexterity  of  an  artift,  who  fubferibed  confef- 
fions  of  debt  and  promifes  of  payment  with  the  names  of  the  richefl 
Syrians.  They  pleaded  the  eftablifhed  prefeription  of  thirty  or 
forty  years ; but  their  defence  was  over-ruled  by  a retrofpe&ive 
edift,  which  extended  the  claims  of  the  church  to  the  term  of  a 
century  ; an  edi£t  fo  pregnant  with  injuftice  and  diforder,  that  after 
ferving  this  occafional  purpofe,  it  was  prudently  abolifhed  in  the 
fame  reign”.  If  candour  will  acquit  the  emperor  himfelf,  and  tranf- 


94  Novell*  it  a claffic  adjeltivr,  bat  a bar  - 
baroui  fubliantive  (Lodewig,  p.  245.).  Juf- 
tinian  never  colleflcd  them  himfelf : the  nine 
collations,  the  legal  ftandard  of  modem  tri- 
bunal), confirt  of  ninety-eight  Novel)  j but 
the  number  wu  entreated  by  the  diligence 
of  Julian,  Haloander,  and  Contiua  (Lude- 
wig,  p.  849.  *58.  Aleman.  Non  in  Anee- 
dot.  p.  98  ). 

” Montefquieu,  ConGdcratinni  fur  la 


Grandeur  et  la  Decadence  de»  Remain), 
c.  ao.  tom.  iii.  p.  501.  in  4'*.  On  tbit  oc- 
cafion  he  throw)  afide  the  gown  and  cap  of 
a Prefident  a Mortier. 

**  Ptocopiu),  Anecdot.  c.  18.  A fimilar 
privilege  »ai  granted  to  the  church  of  Rome 
(Novel,  ix.).  For  the  general  repeal  of  thefe 
mifehievout  indulgence),  fee  Novel,  cxi.  and 
Edifl.  v, 

fer 
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fer  the  corruption  to  his  wife  and  favourites,  the  fufpicion  of  fo  c A P. 

foul  a vice  mufl  dill  degrade  the  majefty  of  his  laws  ; and  the  advo-  > - _■ 

cates  of  Juflinian  may  acknowledge,  that  fuch  levity,  whatfoevcr 
be  the  motive,  is  unworthy  of  a legiflator  and  a man. 

Monarchs  feldom  condefcend  to  become  the  preceptors  of  their  The  Infli- 
fubje&s  ; and  fome  praife  is  due  to  Juflinian,  by  whofe  command  A.D.  533, 
an  ample  fyflern  was  reduced  to  a Ihort  and  elementary  treatife. 

Among  the  various  inftitutes  of  the  Roman  law",  thofe  of  Caius'’* 
were  the  mod  popular  in  the  Ead  and  Wed  ; and  their  ufe  may  be 
confidered  as  an  evidence  of  their  merit.  They  were  fclcctcd  by 
the  Imperial  delegates,  Tribonian,  Theophilus,  and  Dorotheus : and 
the  freedom  and  purity  of  the  Antonines  was  incruded  with  the 
coarfcr  materials  of  a degenerate  age.  The  fame  volume  which  in- 
troduced the  youth  of  Rome,  Conllantinople,  and  Berytus,  to  the 
gradual  dudy  of  the  Code  and  Pande&s,  is  dill  precious  to  the  hifto- 
rian,  the  philofopher,  and  the  magidrate.  The  institutes,  of 
Judinian  are  divided  into  four  books ; they  proceed,  with  no  con- 
temptible method,  from,  I.  Ptrfons , to,  II.  ‘things,  and  from  things*  • 
to.  III.  Actions  ; and  the  article  IV.  of  Private  Wrongs,  is  terminated 
by  the  principles  of  Criminal  Lavs. 

I.  The  didindtion  of  ranks  and  perfons,.  is  the  firmed  bafis  of  a I.  Of  n»- 
mixed  and  limited  government.  In  France,  the  remains  of  liberty  K°r«a>cn  and 
are  kept  alive  by  the  fpirit,  the  honours,  and  even  the  preju- 
dices,  of  fifty  thoufand  nobles  Two  hundred  families  fupply, 

in 


91  Laflantiu»,in  hi»  Infticotes  of  Chriftian- 
Sty,  an  elegant  and  fpecioua  work,  propofrs 
to  imitate  the  title  and  method  of  the  civi- 
lians. Qoidam  prudentes  et  arbitri  xquicatis 
Inftitutiones  Civitia  Juris  compofitas  etiide* 
runt  (1  nllitut.  Divio.  1.  i.  c.  1.).  Such  as 
Ulpian,  Paul.  Florentine,  Martian. 

•*  The  emperor  Judinian  calls  him  f*um% 
though  he  died  before  the  end  of  the  fecoad 


century.  His  Inftitutes  are  quoted  by  Scr- 
vkts,  Uocthiu*,  Prifeian,  &c,  and  the  Epi- 
tome by  Arrian  is  llill  extant.  (See  the  Pro- 
legomena and  Notes  to  the  edition  of  Schul* 
ting,  in  the  Jurifprudentia  Antc-Juftinianea, 
Lugd.  Bat.  1717.  Hetnecetos,  Hift.  J.  R. 
N°  313.  Ludewig,  in  Vi t.  Juft.  p.  199.) 

99  See  the  Annalea  Poiitiques  de  i’Abbc  de 
St.  Pierre,  10m.  i.  p.  25.  who  dates  in  the 

year 
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C p.  jn  j;neat  Jcfccnt,  the  fecond  branch  of  the  Englilh  legillature,  which 

* „ > maintains,  between  the  king  and  commons,  the  balance  of  the  con- 

llitution.  A gradation  of  patricians  and  plebeians,  of  ftrangers  and 
fubjefls,  has  fupported  the  ariftocracy  of  Genoa,  Venice,  and  an- 
cient Rome.  The  perfect  equality  of  men  b the  point  in  which 
the  extremes  of  democracy  and  defpotifm  are  confounded ; fince 
the  majefty  of  the  prince  or  people  would  be  offended,  if  any  heads 
were  exalted  above  the  level  of  their  fellow-llavcs  or  fellow-citizens. 
In  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  proud  diftin&ions  of  the  re- 
public were  gradually  aboliflied,  and  the  rcafon  or  inftind  of  Jufti- 
nian  completed  the  fimple  form  of  an  abfolute  monarchy.  The 
emperor  could  not  eradicate  the  popular  reverence  which  always 
waits  on  the  poffeffion  of  hereditary  wealth  or  the  memory  of  fa- 
mous anceftors.  He  delighted  to  honour  with  titles  and  emolu- 
ments, his  generals,  magiftrates,  and  fenators ; and  his  precarious 
indulgence  communicated  fome  rays  of  their  glory  to  the  perfons 
of  their  wives  and  children.  But  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  all  Roman 
citizens  were  equal,  and  all  fubjetls  of  the  empire  were  citizens  of 
Rome.  That  ineflimable  character  was  degraded  to  an  obl'olete  and 
empty  name.  The  voice  of  a Roman  could  no  longer  enaft  his 
laws,  or  create  the  annual  minifters  of  his  power : his  conflitutional 
rights  might  have  checked  the  arbitrary  will  of  a mailer ; and  the 
bold  adventurer  from  Germany  or  Arabia  was  admitted,  with  equal 
favour,  to  the  civil  and  military  command,  which  the  citizen  alone 
had  been  once  entitled  to  affume  over  the  conqucfls  of  his  fathers. 
The  fir  ft  Caefars  had  fcrupuloully  guarded  the  diftimftion  of  ingenu- 
ous, and  fervile  birth,  which  was  decided  by  the  condition  of  the 
mother  ; and  the  candour  of  the  laws  was  fatisfied,  if  her  freedom 


year  1735.  The  moll  ancient  families  claim  merit  and  fer  vices.  The  recent  and  vulgar 
the  immemorial  pofleffion  of  arms  and  fiefs,  crowd  i«  derived  from  the  multitude  of  venal 
fcincc  the  Cru fades,  fo»e,  the  moll  truly  re-  offices  without  truft  or  dignity,  which  conti- 
fpcclable,  have  been  created  by  the  king  for  Dually  ennoble  the  wealthy  plebeian?. 

could 
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could  be  afcertained  during  a fingle  moment  between  the  conception 
and  the  delivery.  The  flaves,  who  were  liberated  by  a generous 
matter,  immediately  entered  into  the  middle  dafs  of  libertines  or 
freedmen : but  they  could  never  be  enfranchifed  from  the  duties 
cf  obedience  and  gratitude : whatever  were  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry,  their  patron  and  his  family  inherited  the  third  part ; or  even 
the  whole  of  their  fortune,  if  they  died  without  children  and  with- 
out a teftament.  Juftinian  refpe&ed  the  rights  of  patrons  ; but  his 
indulgence  removed  the  badge  of  difgrace  from  the  two  inferior 
orders  of  freedmen : whoever  ceafed  to  be  a (lave,  obtained,  without 
referve  or  delay,  the  ftation  of  a citizen  ; and  at  length  the  dignity 
of  an  ingenuous  birth,  which  nature  had  refufed,  was  created,  or 
fuppofed,  by  the  omnipotence  of  the  emperor.  Whatever  reftraint* 
of  age,  or  forms,  or  numbers,  had  been  formerly  introduced  to  check 
the  ahufe  of  manumiflions,  and  the  too  rapid  encreafe  of  vile  and 
indigent  Romans,  he  finally  abolilhed;  and  the  fpirit  of  his  laws 
promoted  the  extinction  of  domeftic  fervitude.  Yet  the  eaftera 
provinces  were  filled,  in  the  time  of  Juftinian,  with  multitudes  of 
flaves,  either  born  or  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  their  matters ; and 
the  price,  from  ten  to  feventy  pieces  of  gold,  was  determined  by 
their  age,  their  ftrength,  and  their  education  ‘°°.  But  the  hard- 
fhips  of  this  dependent  ftate  were  continually  diminiflied  by  the 
influence  of  government  and  religion ; and  the  pride  of  a fubjeCt 
was  no  longer  elated  by  his  abfolute  dominion  over  the  life  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  bondfman 

The 
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100  If  the  option  of  a Have  was  bequeathed  eunuchs  under  ten  years,  thirty  pieces ; above, 
to  feveral  legatees,  they  drew  lots,  and  the  fifty ; if  tradefmen,  feventy  (Cod.  1.  vi. 
4ofers  were  entitled  to  their  (hare  of  his  va-  tit.  xliii.  leg.  3.).  Thcfe  legal  prices  are 
lue:  tep  pieces  of  gold  for  a common  frrvant  generally  bi  lew  thofe  of  the  market, 
or  maid  under  ten  years;  if  above.that  age,  For  the  Hate  of* Have*  and  freedmen, 

twenty;  if  they  knew  a trade,  thirty  ; notaries  fee  Infiitutes,  1.  i.  tit.  iii— viii.  1.  ii.  tit.  ix. 
or  writers,  fifty;  mid  wive  1 or  f>LjJtcia*s,  fixty;  1.  iii.  tit.  viii,  ix.  Pandects  or  Digeft,  1.  i. 
Vou  IV.  * 3 B ttt. 
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XLIV. 


Father!  and 
children. 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

The  law  of  nature  indrafts  mod  animals  to  cherifh  and  educate 
their  infant  progeny.  The  law  of  reafon  inculcates  to  the  human 
fpccies  the  returns  of  filial  piety.  But  the  exclufive,  abfolute,  and 
perpetual  dominion  of  the  father  over  his  children,  is  peculiar  to  the 
Roman  jurifprudence  and  feems  to  be  coeval  with  the  foundation 
of  the  city  *01.  The  paternal  power  was  indituted  or  confirmed  by- 
Romulus  himfelf ; and  after  the  praftice  of  three  centuries,  it  was 
infcribed  on  the  fourth  table  of  the  Decemvirs.  In  the  forum,  the 
fenate,  or  the  camp,  the  adult  fon  of  a Roman  citizen  enjoyed  the 
public  and  private  rights  of  a perfon : in  his  fathers  houfe,  he  was 
a mere  thing ; confounded  by  the  laws  with  the  moveables,  the  cat- 
tle, and  the  flaves,  whom  the  capricious  mader  might  alienate  or 
dedroy,  without  being  refponfiblc  to  any  earthly  tribunal.  The 
hand  which  bedowed  the  daily  fudenance  might  refume  the  voluntary 
gift,  and  whatever  was  acquired  by  the  labour  or  fortune  of  the 
fon,  was  immediately  lod  in  the  property  of  the  father.  His  dolen 
goods  (his  oxen  or  his  children)  might  be  recovered  by  the  fame 
aftion  of  theft  ‘°4  j and  if  either  had  been  guilty  of  a trefpafs,  it  was 
in  his  own  option  to  compenfate  the  damage,  or  refign  to  the  in- 
jured party  the  obnoxious  animal.  At  the  call  of  indigence  or 


lit.  v,  vi.  I.  jnxviii.  tit.  i— it.  and  the  whole 
of  the  xl'b  book.  Code,  1.  vi.  tit.  iv,  v.  1.  vii. 
*tit.  i— xxiii.).  Be  it  henceforward*  under* 
flood  that,  with  the  original  text  of  the  In- 
flitutes  and  PandeAs,  the  corrcfpondcnt  ar- 
ticles in  the  Antiquities  and  Elements  of 
Heineccius  arc  implicitly  quoted  j and,  with 
the  xxvii  firfl  books  of  the  PandeAs,  the 
learned  and  rational  Commentaries  of  Ge- 
rard Noodt  (Opera,  tom.  ii.  p.  1—590,  the 
end.  Lugd.  Bat.  1724). 

See  the  pauia  potedas  in  the  In  dilutes 
. (I.  i.  tit.  ix.)t  the  PandeAs  (1.  i.  tit.  vi,  vii.), 
.and  the  Code  (1.  viu.  tit.  xlvu#‘)clviii,  xlix.). 
Jus  poiedatis  quod  in  liberos  ft&bcnwt  pvo- 


prium  cd  civium  Romanorum.  NuJIl  erim 
alii  funt  homines,  qui  talem  in  liberos  habe- 
ant  potedatem  qualem  nos  habemus. 

,C|  Dionyfius  Hal.  1.  ii.  p.  94,  95.  Gra- 
vina  (Opp.  p.  286.)  produces  the  words  of 
the  xii  tables.  Papinian  (in  Coliatiooe  Leg  urn 
Roman,  et  Mofaicarum,  tic.  iv.  p.  204.) 
ftyles  this  patria  potedas,  lex  regia : Ulpian 
(ad  Sabin.  1.  xxvi.  in  PandeA.  1.  i.  tit.  vi. 
leg.  8.)  fays,  jus  potedatis  moribus  rcceptum  ; 
and  furiofus  filiutn  in  potedate  habebit. 
How  facred  — or  rather  how  abfurd  ! 

to*  PandeA.  1.  xlvii.  tit.  ii.  leg.  14. 
N°  13."  leg-  38.  N°  1.  Such  was  the  deci- 
fion  of  UlpHtf*«wd  PiuU 

1 2 atarice. 
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avarice,  the  matter  of  a family  could  difpofc  of  his  children  or  his 
flaves.  But  the  condition  of  the  Have  was  far  more  advantageous, 
fince  Ire  regained  by  the  firft  manumiflion  his  alienated  freedom : 
the  fon  waa  again  rettored  to  his  unnatural  father;  he  might  be  con- 
demned to  fervitude  a fecond  and  a third  time,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  the  third  fale  and  deliverance  that  he  was  enfranchifed  from 
the  domeftic  power,  which  had  been  fo  repeatedly  abufed.  Ac- 
cording to  his  diferetion,  a father  might  chaftife  the  real  or  imagi- 
nary faults  of  his  children,  by  ftripes,  by  imprifonment,  by  exile, 
by  fending  them  to  the  country  to  work  in  chains  among  the 
meaneft  of  his  fervants.  The  majefty  of  a parent  was  armed  with 
the  power  of  life  and  death  ; and  the  examples  of  fuch  bloody 
executions,  which  were  fometimes  praifed  and  never  puniflied,  may 
be  traced  in  the  annals  of  Rome,  beyond  the  times  of  Pompey  and 
Auguftus.  Neither  age,  nor  rank,  nor  the  confular  office,  nor  the 
honours  of  a triumph,  could  exempt  the  moll  illuftrious  -citizen 
from  the  bonds  of  filial  fubjedtion 107 : his  own  defendants  were 
included  in  the  family  of  their  common  anceftor ; and  the  claims  of 
adoption  were  not  kfs  facred  or  lefs  rigorous  than  thofe  of  nature. 
Without  fear,  though  not  without  danger  of  abufe,  the  Roman 
legiflators  had  repofed  an  unbounded  confidence  in  the  fentiments 
of  paternal  love ; and  the  oppreffion  w'as  tempered  by  the  afiurance. 


*°5  The  trina  mancipatio  it  moll  clearly 
defined  by  Ulpian  (Fragment,  x.  p.  591, 
59:,  edit.  Schulting)  ; and  beft  illuflrated  in 
the  Antiquities  of  Heincccius. 

By  Juftinian,  the  old  law,  the  jus  necis 
of  the  Roman  father  (inftituc.  1.  iv.  tit.  ix. 
N°  7.),  is  reported  and  reprobated.  Some 
legal  veiliges  are  left  in  the  Pandefts  (I.  xliii. 
tit.  xxix.  leg.  3.  Nq4-)  and  the  Collatio  Le- 
gum  Romanarum  et  Mofaicarum  (tit.  ii.  N°3. 
p.  189.}. 

Except  on  public  pCCftfioss,  »ed  in  tbe 

' 3B 


adual  exercife  of  his  office.  In  publicti  locis 
atque  mnneribus,  atque  adionibus  patrum, 
jura  cum  filiorum  qui  in  magifiratu  funt,  po- 
teftatibus  collata  interquiefeere  paullulum  et 
connivere,  &c.  (Aul.  Gellius,  Nodes  Attic*, 
ii.  2.).  The  leilons  of  the  philofopher  Tau- 
rus were  juftified  by  the  old  and  memorable 
example  of  Fabius ; and  we  may  Contemplate 
the  fame  ftory  in  the  ftyle  of  Livy  (xxiv.  44.) 
and  the  homely  idiom  of  Claudius  Quadriga- 
nos  the  atnalift. 

• 
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C ^ A P.  that  each  generation  muft  fucceed  in  its  turn  to  the  awful  dignity 
* v < of  parent  and  mailer. 

Limitations  The  firft  limitation  of  paternal  power  is  afcribed  to  the  jullice 
naliu'hor'/i  and  humanity  of  Numa : and  the  maid  who,  with  bis  father’s  con- 
fcnt,  had  cfpoufed  a freeman,  was  protedled  from  the  difgrace  of 
becoming  the  wife  of  a flave.  In  the  firft  ages,  when  the  city  was 
prefled  and  often  famifhed  by  her  Latin  and  Tufcan  neighbours, 
the  faje  of  children  might  be  a frequent  practice  ; but  as  a Roman 
could  not  legally  purchafe  the  liberty  of  his  fellow-citizen,  the 
market  muft  gradually  fail,  and  the  trade  would  be  deftroyed  by  the 
conquefts  of  the  republic.  Ail  imperfect  right  of  property  was  at 
length  communicated  to  fons  ; and  the  threefold  diftindtion  of  pro- 
fcRitious , adventitious , and  profejjional,  was  afcertained  by  the  juril- 
prudence  of  the  Code  and  Pandedis ,#*.  Of  all  that  proceeded  from 
the  father,  he  imparted  only  the  ufe,  and  referved  the  abfolute  do- 
minion ; yet  if  his  goods  were  fold,  the  filial  portion  was  excepted, 
by  a favourable  interpretation,  from  the  demands  of  the  creditors. 
In  whatever  accrued  by  marriage,  gift,  or  collateral  fucceffion,  the 
property  was  fecured  to  the  fon  ; but  the  father,  unlefs  he  had  been 
fpecially  excluded,  enjoyed  the  ufufrudt  during  his  life.  As  a juft 
and  prudent  reward  of  military  virtue,  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy  were 
acquired,  poflefled,  and  bequeathed  by  the  foldicr  alone ; and  the 
fair  analogy  was  extended  to  the  emoluments  of  any  liberal  pro- 
felfion,  the  falary  of  public  fervice,  and  the  facred  liberality  of  the 
emperor  or  the  emprefs.  The  life  of  a citizen  was  lefs  expofed  than 
his  fortune  to  the  abufe  of  paternal  power.  Yet  his  life  might  be 
adverfe  to  the  intereft  or  paflions  of  an  unworthy  father  : the  fame 
crimes  that  flowed  from  the  corruption,  were  more  fenfibly  felt  by 
the  humanity,  of  the  Auguftan  age;  and  the  cruel  Erixo,  who  whipt 

See  the  gradual  enlargement  and  fecu-  til. i*.), the Pmdedti (l.xv  ut.  i.  1. xli. tit. i.), 
tiiy  of  the  filial  ftcaliua  in  the  1 oili  tines  (1.  ii.  and  the  Code  (1.  i».  tit.  jutvi,  xxvii.}. 
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his  Ton  till  he  expired,  was  faved  by  the  emperor  from  the  juft  fury  CHAP, 
of  the  multitude*'’.  The  Roman  father,  from  the  licence  of  fer-  ‘ - , • 

vile  dominion,  was  reduced  to  the  gravity  and  moderation  of  a 
judge.  The  prefencc  and  opinion  of  Auguftus  confirmed  .the  fen- 
tence  of  exile  pronounced  againft  an  intentional  parricide  by  the 
domeftic  tribunal  of  Arius.  Hadrian  tranfported  to  an  ifiand  the 
jealous  parent,  who,  like  a robber,  had  feized  the  opportunity  of 
hunting,  to  aflaflinate  a youth,  the  inccftuous  lover  of  his  ftep- 
mothcr"'.  A private  jurifdiction  is  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  mo- 
narchy ; the  parent  was  again  reduced  from  a judge  to  an  accufer ; 
and  the  magiftrates  were  enjoined  by  Sevcrus  Alexander  to  hear  his 
complaints  and  execute  his  fentence.  He  could  no  longer  take  the 
Kfe  of  a fon  without  incurring  the  guilt  and  punithment  of  murder; 
and  the  pains  of  parricide,  from  which  he  had  been  excepted  by 
the  Pompeian  law,  were  finally  in  Aided  by  the  juftice  of  Conftan- 
tine"'.  The  fame  protedion  was  due  to  every  period  of  exiftence; 
and  reafon  inuft  applaud  the  humanity  of  Paulus,  for  imputing  the 
crime  of  murder  to  the  father,  who  ftrangles,  or  ftarves,  or  aban- 
dons his  new-born  infant ; or  expofes  him  in  a public  place  to  find 
the  mercy  which  he  himfclf  had  denied.  But  the  expofidon  of 
children  was  the  prevailing  and  ftubborn  vice  of  antiquity  : it  was 
fometimes  preferibed,  often  permitted,  almoft  always  pradifed  with 
impunity,  by  the  nations  who  never  entertained  the  Roman  ideas  of 


160  The  examples  of  Erixo  and  Arius  arc  f.eariit  and  farritidit,  are  repeated,  or  rather 
related  by  Seneca  (de  dementia,  i.  14,  15.),  abridge! , with  the  lad  fupplements  of  Alex- 
ihe  former  with  horror,  the  latter  with  ap-  andcr  Severus,  Conftantinc,  and  Valentinian, 
plaufe.  in  the  Pandects  (I.  xkiii.  tit.  viii,  ix.)  and 

,w  QuoJ  latronis  magis  quam  patris  jure  Code  (I.  ix.  tit.  xvi,  xvii.).  See  likewise  the 
•um  imcrfecit,  nam  patria  potelias  in  pietate  Tbcodofnn  Code  (1.  ix.  tit.  xiv,  xv.),  with 
debet  non  in  atrocitate  con  ft  lie  re  (Marcian,  Godefroy’s  Commentary  (tom.  iii.  p.  84 — 
Inflicut.  1.  xiv.  in  Pandcft.  1.  xlviii.  tit.  ix.  113 .),  who  pours  a flood  of  ancient  and  mo- 
kg.  5 ).  dern  learning  over  ihcfe  penal  laws. 

,u  The  Pompeian  and  Cornelian  laws  dc 

* paternal 
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C xliv  ^ P4terna^  Power  j ant^  the  dramatic  poets,  who  appeal  to  the  human 
l heart,  reprefent  with  indifference  a popular  cuftom  which  was  pal- 

liated by  the  motives  of  ceconomy  and  compaffion  If  the  father 
could  fubdue  his  own  feelings,  he  might  efcape,  though  not  the  cen- 
fure,  at  leafl  the  chaftifement  of  the  laws  ; and  the  Roman  empire 
was  Rained  with  the  blood  of  infants,  till  fucli  murders  were  in- 
cluded, by  Valentinian  and  his  colleagues,  in  the  letter  and  fpirit  of 
the  Cornelian  law.  The  leffons  of  jurifprudence  and  chriftianity 
had  been  infufficient  to  eradicate  this  inhuman  pradice,  till  their 
gentle  influence  was  fortified  by  the  terrors  of  capital  punifhment"*. 
ItuQiittdi  Experience  has  proved,  that  favages  are  the  tyrants  of  the  female 
ird  wlvei'  fex,  and  that  the  condition  of  women  is  ufually  foftened  by  the  re- 
finements of  focial  life.  In  the  hope  of  a robuft  progeny,  Lycurgus 
had  delayed  the  feafon  of  marriage : it  was  fixed  by  Numa  at  the 
tender  age  of  twelve  years,  that  the  Roman  hufband  might  educate 
Thereligtom  to  his  will  a pure  and  obedient  virgin"*.  According  to  the  cuftoui 
nlge°f  mir  of  antiquity,  he  bought  his  bride  of  her  parents,  and  fhe  fulfilled 
the  coemption , by  purchafing,  with  three  pieces  of  copper,  a juft  in- 
troduction to  his  houfe  and  houfehold  deities.  A facrifice  of  fruits 


***  When  the  Chremes  of  Terence  re- 
proaches his  wife  for  not  obeying  his  orJers 
and  evpofmg  their  infant,  he  fpeaks  like  a 
father  and  a mailer,  and  filences  the  ferupfes 
of  a foolith  woman.  See  Apuleius  (Meta- 
xnorph.  I.  x.  p.  337.  edit.  Delphin.). 

MJ  The  opinion  of  the  lawyers,  and  the 
diferetion  of  the  magiftrates,  had  introduced 
in  the  time  of  Tacitus  fome  legal  reftraints, 
which  might  fupport  his  contrail  of  the  boni 
mores  of  the  Germans  to  the  bonx  leges 
alibi— that  is  to  fay,  at  Rome  (de  Mori  bus 
Germanorum,  c.  19.).  Tertullian  (ad  Na- 
liones,  1.  i.  c.  15.)  refutes  his  own  charges 
and  thofe  of  his  brethren,  againft  the  heathen 
jurifprudence, 

,,+  The  wife  and  humane  /catenet  of  the 


civilian  Paul  (I.  ii.  Seotentiarutn  in  Pan- 
deft.  J.  xxv.  tit.  iii.  leg.  4.)  is  reprefented  as 
a mere  moral  precept  by  Gerard  Noodt  (Opp. 
tom.  i.  in  Julius  Paullus,  p.  567 — 588.  and 
Arnica  Refponfio,  p.  591 — 606.),  who  main- 
tains the  opinion  of  Julius  Lipfius  (Opp. 
tom.  ii.  p.  409.  ad  Befgas,  cent.  i.  epift.  85.), 
and  as  a pofitive  binding  law  by  Bynkcrlhoek 
(de  Jure  occidendi  Libcros,  Opp.  tom.  i. 
P*  3*8  — 340.  Curx  Sccundx,  p.  391  — 
427.).  In  a learned  but  angry  controverfy 
the  two  friends  deviated  into  the  oppofite 
extremes. 

ll*  Dionyf.  Hal.  1.  ii.p.  92, 93.  Plutarch, 
in  Numa,  p.  140,  141*  T & cvpa  ui  n 

*xdap9t  «*i  »&.*?&>  1*1  t*  yapt/nt  yvis 
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■was  offered  by  the  pontiffs  in  the  prefence  of  ten  witneffes,  the  con-  c p- 

trading  parties  were  feated  on  the  fame  fheepfkin ; they  tailed  a t . * 

fait  cake  of  far  or  rice ; and  this  confarreation  which  denoted  the 
ancient  food  of  Italy,  ferved  as  an  emblem  of  their  myftic  union  of 
mind  and  body.  But  this  union  on  the  fide  of  the  woman  was 
rigorous  and  unequal ; and  ihe  renounced  the  name  and  worfhip  of 
her  father’s  houfe,-  to  embrace  a new  fervitude,  decorated  only  by 

the  title  of  adoption.  A fidion  of  the  law,  neither  rational  nor  ele- 

gant, bellowed  on  the  mother  of  a family  m (her  proper  appella- 
tion) the  llrange  charaders  of  filler  to  her  own  children,  and  of 
daughter  to  her  hulband  or  mailer,,  who  was  invelled  with  the  ple- 
nitude of  paternal  power.  By  his  judgment  or  caprice  her  beha- 
viour was  approved,  or  cenfured,.  or  chaftifed  ; he  exercifed  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  life  and  death  ; , and  it  was  allowed,  that  in  the  cafes  of 
adultery  or  drunkennefs  the  fentencc  might  be  properly  inflided. 

She  acquired  and  inherited  for  the  foie  profit  of  her  lord ; and  fo 
clearly  was  woman  defined,  not  as  a perfont  but  as  a thing)  that,  if 
the  original  title  were  deficient,  Ihe  might  be  claimed,  like  other 
moveables,  by  the  ufe  and  poffelfion  of  an  entire  year.  The  inclin- 
ation of  the  Roman  hulband  difcharged  or  withheld  the  conjugal 
debt,  fo  fcrupuloully  exuded  by  the  Athenian  and  Jewilh  laws  : 


• i6  Among  the  winter  fmmnta,  the  triti- 
lum<  or  bearded  wheat ; the  flip,  or  the 
unbearded  ; the  far,  ar/orta,  arjxa,  whole 
defeription  pcrfeftly  tallie.  with  the  nee  of- 
Spain  and  Italy.  I adopt  thia  tdenuty  on 
the  credit  of  M.  Paufton  in  his  ufeful  and 
laborious  Metrologie  (p.  517—5*9-). 

•If  Aulus  Gellius  (Nodes  Attic*,  xvtu.  6.) 

gives  a ridiculous  definition  ofiElius  Meliflu,, 
Matrons,  qux  femel,  matirfamiliei  qux  fx- 
pius  peperit,  as  porcetra  and  feropha  in  the 
fow  kind.  He  then  adds  the  genuine  mean- 
ing, qua  in  matrimonium  vel  in  manum  con- 

venerat.  , 

•is  was  enough  to  hare  tailed  wine,  or 


to  have  ftolen  the  key  of  the  cellar  (Piin. 
Hilt.  Nat.  xiv.  14.). 

">  Solon  requires  three  payments  per 
month.  By  the  Mifna,  a daily  debt  was  ira- 
pofed  on  an  idle,  vigorous,  young  hulband  ; 
twice  a week  on  a citizen  ; once  on  a peafant; 
once  in  thirty  days  on  a camel-driver;  once 
in  fix  months  on  a Teaman.  But  the  fiudent 
or  doctor  was  free  from  tribute ; and  *0  wife, 
if  (he  received  a tmrUji  fultenance,  could  fue 
for  a divorce  : for  one  week  a vow  of  ablti- 
nence  was  allowed.  Polygamy  divided,  with- 
out multiplying,  the  duties  of  the  hulband 
(Sclden,  Uxor  Ebraica,  1.  iii.  c.  6.  in  his 
works,  vol,  ii.  p.717— 7*0-). 

but 
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Chap,  but,  as  polygamy  was  unknown,  he  could  never  admit  to  Ills  bed  x 

A Li  1 V# 

' fairer  or  more  favoured  partner. 

Freedom  of  After  the  Punic  triumphs,  the  matrons  of  Rome  afpired  to  the 

sul contract,  common  benefits  of  a free  and  opulent  republic:  their  wiflies  were 
gratified  by  the  indulgence  of  fathers  and  lovers,  and  their  ambition 
was  unfuccefsfully  refilled  by  the  gravity  of  Cato  the  Cenfor”". 
They  declined  the  folemnities  of  the  old  nuptials,  defeated  the  an- 
nual prefeription  by  an  abfencc  of  three  days,  and,  without  lofing 
their  name  or  independence,  fubferibed  the  liberal  and  definite  terms 
of  a marriage-contract.  Of  their  private  fortunes,  they  communi- 
cated the  ufe,  and  fecured  the  property : the  eftates  of  a wife  could 
neither  be  alienated  nor  mortgaged  by  a prodigal  liufband;  their 
mutual  gifts  were  prohibited  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  laws ; and 
the  mifeondudt  of  either  party  might  afford,  under  another  name, 
a future  fubje£t  for  an  action  of  theft.  To  this  loofe  and  voluntary 
compadl,  religious  and  civil  rites  were  no  longer  eflential ; and,  be- 
tween perfons  of  a fimilar  rank,  the  apparent  community  of  life 
was  allowed  as  fufficient  evidence  of  their  nuptials.  The  dignity 
of  marriage  was  reftored  by  the  Chriftians,  who  derived  all  fpiritual 
grace  from  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  and  the  benediction  of  the 
prieft  or  billiop.  The  origin,  validity,  and  duties  of  the  holy  in- 
ftitution,  were  regulated  by  the  tradition  of  the  fynagogue,  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  gofpel,  and  the  canons  of  general  or  provincial  fy- 
nods ; and  the  confcience  of  the  Chriftians  was  awed  by  the  de- 
crees and  cenfures  of  their  ecclefiaftical  rulers.  Yet  the  magiftrates 
of  Juftinian  were  not  fubjed  to  the  authority  of  the  church : the 


1,0  On  the  Oppian  law  we  may  hear  the 
mitigating  fpeech  of  Valerias  Flaccas,  and 
the  fevere  ceoforial  oration  of  the  elder  Cato 
(Lif.  xxxiv.  i — 8.).  But  we  (hall  rather 
hear  the  polifhed  hitlorian  of  the  eighth,  than 
the  rough  orators  of  the  fixth,  century  of 
Rome.  The  principles,  and  even  the  Jlyle, 


of  Cato  are  more  accurately  preferred  by 
Aulus  Gellius  (x.  13.). 

111  For  the  fyftem  of  Jewilh  and  Catholic 
matrimony,  fee  Seldcn  (Uxor  Ebraica,  Opp. 
vol.  ii.  p.  529—  P60.),  Bingham  (Chrifliat 
Antiquities,  1.  xxiL),  and  Chardon  (Hid.  dec 
Sacremens,  tom.  vi.). 
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emperor  confulted  the  unbelieving  civilians  of  antiquity,  and  the  C H a p. 

choice  of  matrimonial  laws  in  the  Code  and  Pande&s,  is  directed  by  > 1# 

the  earthly  motives  of  juftice,  policy,  and  the  natural  freedom  of 
both  fexes”\ 

Befides  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  the  eflence  of  every  rational  Liberty  and 
_ . _ . . . . . . abofe  of  di« 

contrail,  the  Roman  marriage  required  the  previous  approbation  of  »orce. 

die  parents.  A father  might  be  forced  by  fome  recent  laws  to  fup- 
ply  the  wants  of  a mature  daughter;  but  even  his  infanity  was  not 
generally  allowed  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  his  confent.  The 
caufes  of  the  diffolution  of  matrimony  have  varied  among  the  Ro- 
mans but  the  moft  folemn  facrament,  the  confarreation  itfelf, 
might  always  be  done  away  by  rites  of  a contrary  tendency.  In 
the  firft  ages,  the  father  of  a family  might  fell  his  children,  and  his 
wife  was  reckoned  in  the  number  of  his  children:  the  domeftic 
judge  might  pronounce  the  death  of  the  offender,  or  his  mercy 
might  expel  her  from  his  bed  and  houfe ; but  the  llavery  of  the 
wretched  female  was  hopelefs  and  perpetual,  unlefs  he  aflerted  for 
his  own  convenience  the  manly  prerogative  of  divorce.  The  warmeft 
applaufc  has  been  lavilhed  on  the  virtue  of  the  Romans,  who  abftain- 
ed  from  the  exercife  of  this  tempting  privilege  above  five  hundred 
years”4:  but  the  fame  fa£t  evinces  the  unequal  terms  of  a connec- 


■**  The  civil  laws  of  marriage  are  ex- 
posed in  the  Inftitutes  (1.  i.  tit.  x.),  the  Pan- 
el efts  (1.  xxiii,  xxiv,  xxv,),  and  the  Code  (I.v.): 
but  as  the  title  de  ritu  nupuarum  is  yet  im- 
pcrfcft,  we  are  obliged  to  explore  the  frag- 
ments of  Ulp’un  (tit.  ix.  p.  590,  591O  and 
the  Collaiio  Lrgum  Mofaicarum  (tit.  xvi. 
p.  790,  791.).  with  the  Notes  of  Pithxus 
and  Schuhing.  They  find,  in  the  Com- 
mentary of  Servius  (on  the  1”  Georgic  and 
the  4th  „£neid),  two  curious  paflages. 

**3  According  to  Plutarch  (p.  57.),  Romu- 
lus allowed  only  three  grounds  of  a divorce- 
dr  unkennefs,  adultery, and  falfckcys.  Other- 

Vol.  IV. 


wife,  the  hulband  who  abufed  bit  fupremacy 
forfeited  half  hit  goodi  to  the  wife,  and  half 
to  the  goddeft  Ccret,  and  offered  a facrifice 
(with  the  remainder?)  to  the  terrellriil  dei- 
ties. Thit  ftrange  law  was  cither  imaginary 
or  transient. 

**♦  In  the  yearof  Rome  ;aj,  Sporius  Car- 

viliui  Ruga  repudiated  a fair,  a good,  but  a 
barren,  wife  (Dionyfius  Hal,  1.  ii.  p.  93, 
Plutarch,  in  Numi,  p.  141.  Valerius  Maxi- 
mus, 1.  ii.  c.  1.  Aules  Gellius,  iv.  3 ).  HP 
was  queflioned*  by  the  cenfors,  and  hated  by 
the  people  ; but  hia  divorce  iiood  unim- 
peached in  law. 

tion 
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tion  in  which  the  Have  was  unable  to  renounce  her  tyrant,  and  the 
tyrant  was  unwilling  to  rclinquifh  his  flave.  When  the  Roman 
matrons  became  the  equal  and  voluntary  companions  of  their  lords, 
a new  jurifprudence  was  introduced,  that  marriage,  like  other  part- 
nerfhips,  might  be  diflolved  by  the  abdication  of  one  of  the  aflociates. 
In  three  centuries  of  profperity  and  corruption,  this  principle  was 
enlarged  to  frequent  practice  and  pernicious  abufe.  Paflion,  intereft, 
or  caprice,  fuggelled  daily  motives  for  the  diffolution  of  marriage ; 
a word,  a fign,  a meflage,  a letter,  the  mandate  of  a freedman,  de- 
clared the  feparation ; the  moll  tender  of  human  connections  was 
degraded  to  a tranfient  fociety  of  profit  or  plcafure.  According  to 
the  various  conditions  of  life,  both  fexes  alternately  felt  the  difgrace 
and  injury : an  inconftant  fpoufe  transferred  her  wealth  to  a new 
family,  abandoning  a numerous,  perhaps  a fpurious,  progeny  to  the 
paternal  authority  and  care  of  her  late  hufband  ; a beautiful  virgin 
might  be  difmiflcd  to  the  world,  old,  indigent,  and  friendlefs ; but 
•the  reluCtance  of  the  Romans,  when  they  were  prefled  to  marriage 
by  Auguftus,  fufficiently  marks,  that  the  prevailing  inflitutions  were 
leaft  favourable  to  the  males.  A fpecious  theory  is  confuted  by 
this  free  and  perfeCt  experiment,  which  demonftrates,  that  the  liberty 
of  divorce  does  not  contribute  to  happinefs  and  virtue.  The  facility 
of  feparation  would  deftroy  all  mutual  confidence,  and  inflame  every 
trifling  difpute : the  minute  difference  between  an  hufband  and  a 
ftranger,  which  might  fo  eafily  be  removed,  might  flill  more  cafily 
be  forgotten  ; and  the  matron,  who  in  five  years  can  fubmit  to  the 
embraces  of  eight  hufbands,  muft  ceafe  to  reverence  the  chaflity  of 
her  own  perfon 

Infuf- 


15  —Sic  fiunt  o&o  msritt 
Quinquc  per  autumnos. 


as  well  as  the  non  confelura  numero,  Ted  ma- 
ritorum  annos  fuos  computant,  of  Seneca  (de 


(Juvenal.  Satir.  vi,  20,)  Beneficiis,  iii.  16.).  Jcroni  faw  at  Rome  a 
A rapid  fuccelEon,  which  may  yet  be  credibfc,  triumphant  buibani  bury  his  cwcniy-firlt 
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Insufficient  remedies  followed  with  diftant  and  tardy  Heps  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  the  evil.  The  ancient  worlhip  of  the  Romans  af- 
forded a peculiar  goddefs  to  hear  and  reconcile  the  complaints  of  a 
married  life;  but  her  epithet  of  Vtriplaca the  appeafer  of  huf- 
bands,  too  clearly  indicates  on  which  fide  fubmiflion  and  repentance 
were  always  expected.  Every  ad  of  a citizen  was  fubjed  to  the 
judgment  of  the  ccnfors ; the  firft  who  ufed  the  privilege  of  divorce 
alligned,  at  their  command,  the  motives  of  his  conduct ; and  a 
fcnator  was  expelled  for  difmifling  his  virgin  fpoufc  without  the 
knowledge  or  advice  of  his  friends.  Whenever  an  adion  was  in- 
ftituted  for  the  recovery  of  a marriage-portion,  the  prator , as  the 
guardian  of  equity,  examined  the  caufe  and  the  characters,  and 
gently  inclined  the  fcale  in  favour  of  the  guiltlefs  and  injured  party. 
Auguftus,  who  united  the  powers  of  both  magiftrates,  adopted  their 
different  modes  of  reprefling  or  chaftifing  the  liccnfe  of  divorce"*. 
The  prefencc  of  feven  Roman  witneffes  was  required  for  the  validity 
of  this  folemn  and  deliberate  ad  : if  any  adequate  provocation  had 
heen  given  by  the  hulband,  inftead  of  the  delay  of  two  years,  he 
was  compelled  to  refund  immediately,  or  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months; 
but  if  he  could  arraign  the  manners  of  his  wife,  her  guilt  or  levity 
was  expiated  by  the  lofs  of  the  fixth  or  eighth  part  of  her  marriage- 
portion.  The  Chriftian  princes  were  the  firft  who  fpecified  the  juft 
caufes  of  a private  divorce ; their  inftitutions,  from  Conftantine  to 
Juftinian,  appear  to  fluduate  between  the  cuftom  of  the  empire 


wife,  who  had  interred  twenty-two  of  his 
lefi  ftutdy  predeceltbri  (Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  90. 
td  Ccrontiam).  But  the  ten  hulband*,  in  a 
month  of  the  poet  Martial,  is  an  extravagant 
hyperbole  (1.  vi.  epigram  7.). 

*“  Sacellum  Viriplacx  (Valerius  Maxi- 
mus, 1.  ii.  c.  1.)  in  the  Palatine  region  ap- 
pears in  the  time  of  Theodofius,  in  the  dc- 
irriptbn  of  Rome  by  Publius  Victor. 

3C 


,W  Valerios  Maximus,  1.  ii.  c.  9.  With 
fome  propriety  he  judges  divorce  more  cri- 
minal than  celibacy:  il!o  namquc conjugalia 
facra  fpreta  tantom,  hoc  etiam  injuriofc  trac- 
tata. 

'*•  See  the  laws  of  Auguftus  and  his  fuc- 
ceftors,  in  Heineccius,ad  Legem  Pjpiam-Pop- 
param,  c.  19.  in  Opp.  tom.  vi.  P.  i.  p.  323 

-m-  * 
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CHAP,  and  the  wiflics  of  the  church  and  the  author  of  the  Novels  too 
■ XLU  ' ■>  frequently  reforms  the  jurifprudencc  of  the  Code  and  Pande&s.  In 
the  mod  rigorous  laws,  a wife  was  condemned  to  fupport  a game- 
fter,  a drunkard,  or  a libertine,  unlefs  he  were  guilty  of  homicide, 
poifon,  or  facrilege,  in  which  cafes  the  marriage,  as  it  Ihould  feem, 
might  have  been  diffolved  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner.  But 
the  facrcd  right  of  the  hufband  was  invariably  maintained,  to  deliver 
his  name  and  family  from  the  difgrace  of  adultery  : the  lift  of  mortal 
fins,  either  male  or  female,  was  curtailed  and  enlarged  by  fucceflive 
regulations,  and  the  obftacles  of  incurable  impotence,  long  abfence, 
and  monaflic  profeflion,  were  allowed  to  refeind  the  matrimonial 
obligation.  Whoever  tranfgreffed  the  permiflion  of  the  law,  was 
fubjecl  to  various  and  heavy  penalties.  The  woman  was  ftript  of 
her  wealth  and  ornaments,  without  excepting  the  bodkin  of  her 
hair : if  the  man  introduced  a new  bride  into  his  bed,  her  fortune 
might  be  lawfully  feized  by  the  vengeance  of  his  exiled  wife.  For- 
feiture was  fometimes  commuted  to  a fine ; the  fine  was  fometimes 
aggravated  by  tranfportation  to  an  illand,  or  imprifonment  in  a 
monaftcry  : the  injured  party  was  releafed  from  the  bonds  of  mar- 
riage ; but  the  offender,  during  life  or  a term  of  years,  was  difabled 
from  the  repetition  of  nuptials.  The  fucceffor  of  Juftinian  yielded 
to  the  prayers  of  his  unhappy  fubjedts,  and  reftored  the  liberty  of 
divorce  by  mutual  confent:  the  civilians  were  unanimous”®,  the 
theologians  were  divided  and  the  ambiguous  word,  which  contains 

the 


Ali.c  funt  leges  Cxfirum,  all*  Chrifti ; 
aliud  Papinianus,  atiud  Panlus  nejitr  prxei- 
pit  (Jeroro,  tom.  i.  p.  198.  Selden,  Uxor 
Ebraica,  1.  iii.  c.  31.  p.  847— S53.). 

,i0  The  Ioflitutes  are  Client,  but  we  may 
confult  the  Codes  of  Theodofius  (1.  iii. 
tit.  xvi.  with  Godefroy’s Commentary,  tom.  i. 
P-  310—315.)  and  Juftinian  (1.  v.  tit.  xrii.), 


the  Pandefls  (1.  xxiv.  tit.  ii.)  and  the  Novels 
(xxii.  cxvii.  cxxvii.  cxxxiv.  cxl.).  Juftinian 
fluctuated  to  the  laft  between  civil  and  ecclc- 
fiaftical  law. 

***  In  pure  Greek,  v^niais  not  a common 
word ; nor  can  the  proper  meaning,  fornica- 
tion, be  fir i I y applied  to  matrimonial  fin.  In 
a figurative  fenfr,  how  far,  and  to  what  of- 
fences. 
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the  precept  of  Chrift  is  flexible  to  any  interpretation  that  the  wif-  C p. 

dom  of  a legiflator  can  demand.  v. / 

The  freedom  of  love  and  marriage  was  reftrained  among  the  Ro-  !»«#.  «»- 
mans  by  natural  and  civil  impediments.  An  inftindt,  almoft  innate  bjitardi’. 
and  univerfal,  appears  to  prohibit  the  inceftuous  commerce  of 
parents  and  children  in  the  infinite  feries  of  afeending  and  defeend- 
ing  generations.  Concerning  the  oblique  and  collateral  branches, 
nature  is  indifferent,  reafon  mute,  and  cuflom  various  and  arbitrary. 

In  Egypt,  the  marriage  of  brothers  and  lifters  was  admitted  without 
fcruple  or  exception  : a Spartan  might  efpoufe  the  daughter  of  his 
father,  an  Athenian,  that  of  his  mother ; and  the  nuptials  of  an 
uncle  with  his  niece  were  applauded  at  Athens  as  an  happy  union  of 
the  deareft  relations.  The  profane  lawgivers  of  Rome  were  never 
tempted  by  intereft  or  fuperftition  to  multiply  the  forbidden  de- 
grees : but  they  inflexibly  condemned  the  marriage  of  fillers  and 
brothers,  hefitated  whether  firft  coufins  fhould  be  touched  by  the 
fame  interdict ; revered  the  parental  character  of  aunts  and  uncles, 
and  treated  affinity  and  adoption  as  a juft  imitation  of  the  ties  of 
blood.  According  to  the  proud  maxims  of  the  republic,  a legal 
marriage  could  only  be  contra&ed  by  free  citizens ; an  honourable, 
at  lead  an  ingenuous  birth,  was  required  for  the  fpoul'e  of  a fenator  : 
but  the  blood  of  kings  could  never  mingle  in  legitimate  nuptials 
with  the  blood  of  a Roman ; and  the  name  of  Stranger  degraded 


fences,  may  it  be  extended  ? Did  Chrift  fpeak 
the  Rabbinical  or  Syriac  tongue?  Of  what 
original  word  is  wopti.a  the  tranflation  ? How 
varioufly  is  that  Greek  word  translated  in  the 
werfions  ancient  and  modern  ! There  are 
two  (Mark,  x.  11.  Luke,  xvi.  18.)  to  one 
(Matthew,  xix.  9.)  that  fuch  ground  of  di- 
vorce was  not  excepted  by  Jefus.  Some  cri- 
tics have  prefumed  to  think,  by  an  evafive 
anfwer,  he  avoided  the  giving  offence  either 
to  the  fchool  of  Sammai  or  to  that  of  Iiillcl 


(Selden,  Uxor  Ebraica,  1.  iii.  c.  18— 22.  28. 

1,1  The  principles  of  the  Roman  jurifpru- 
dcr.ce  are  expofed  by  Jullinian  (Inftitut.  I.  i. 
tit.  x.)  ; and  the  laws  and  manners  of  the 
different  nations  of  antiquity  concerning  for* 
bid  Jen  degrees,  Sec.  are  copioufty  explained 
by  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  Elements  of  Civil  Law 
(p.  108.  314— 339*)»  * work  of  amufing, 
though  various,  reading  ; but  which  cannot 
be  praifed  for  philofophical  precilion. 

Cleopatra 
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C xliv  P ^eoPatra  an<^  Berenice to  live  the  concubines  of  Mark  Antony 

t and  Titus'1*.  This  appellation,  indeed  fo  injurious  to  the  majefty, 

cannot  without  indulgence  be  applied  to  the  manners,  of  thefe  Orien- 
tal queens.  A concubine,  in  the  ftrid  fenfe  of  the  civilians,  was  a 
woman  of  fervile  or  plebeian  extra&ion,  the  foie  and  faithful  com- 
panion of  a Roman  citizen,  who  continued  in  a Hate  of  celibacy. 
Her  model!  ftation  below  the  honours  of  a wife,  above  the  infamy 
of  a proflitutc,  was  acknowledged  and  approved  by  the  laws:  from 
the  age  of  Auguftus  to  the  tenth  century,  the  ufe  of  this  fccondary 
marriage  prevailed  both  in  the  Well  and  Eall,  and  the  humble  vir- 
tues of  a concubine  were  often  preferred  to  the  pomp  and  infolence 
of  a noble  matron.  In  this  connection,  the  two  Antonines,  the 
bell  of  princes  and  of  men,  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  domeltic  love : 
the  example  was  imitated  by  many  citizens  impatient  of  celibacy, 
but  regardful  of  their  families.  If  at  any  time  they  defired  to  le- 
gitimate their  natural  children,  the  converfion  was  inftantly  per- 
formed by  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials  with  a partner  whofe 
fruitfulnefs  and  fidelity  they  had  already  tried.  By  this  epithet  of 
natural , the  offspring  of  the  concubine  were  diftinguilhed  from  the 
fpurious  brood  of  adultery,  prollitution,  and  inceft,  to  whom  Jufti- 
nian  reludantly  grants  the  neceflary  aliments  of  life ; and  thefe  na- 
tural children  alone  were  capable  of  fucceeding  to  a fixth  part  of 
the  inheritance  of  their  reputed  father.  According  to  the  rigour  of 
law,  baftards  were  entitled  only  to  the  name  and  condition  of  their 
toother,  from  whom  they  might  derive  the  charade r of  a flave,  a 


When  her  father  Agrippa  died  (A.  D. 
44),  Berenice  was  fixteen  years  of  age 
(Jofcph.  tom.  i*  Antiquit.  Judaic.  1.  xix. 
C.  9.  p.  952.  edit.  Havercamp).  She 
was  therefore  above  fifty  years  old  when 
Titus  (A.  D.  79)  invitus  invitam  invi- 
te. This  date  would  not  have  adorned 

3 

:u 


the  tragedy  or  pafloral  of  the  tender  Ra- 
cine. 

1,4  The  jEgyptia  ctnjunx of  Virgi  1 (/Eneid, 
viii.  683.)  fee  ms  to  be  numbered  among  (he 
monitors  who  warred  with  Mark-Antony 
again  ft  Auguftus,  the  fenatc  and  the  gods  of 
Italy. 

ftrangcr, 
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flranger,  or  a citizen.  The  outcafts  of  every  family  were  adopted  chap. 
without  reproach  as  the  children  of  the  ftate ■ , ‘ . 

The  relation  of  guardian  and  ward,  or  in  Roman  words  of  tutor  GuardUn. 
and  pupil , which  covers  fo  many  titles  of  the  Inftitutcs  and  Pan-  ^ 
deds  is  of  a very  fimple  and  uniform  nature.  The  perfon  and 
property  of  an  orphan  muft  always  be  t tufted  to  the  cuftody  of 
fome  difereet  friend.  If  the  deceafed  father  had  not  fignified  his 
choice,  the  agnats , or  paternal  kindred  of  the  neared  degree,  were 
compelled  to  ad  as  the  natural  guardians  : the  Athenians  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  expofing  the  infant  to  the  power  of  thofe  moft  inte- 
refted  in  his  death  ; but  an  axiom  of  Roman  jurifprudence  has  pro- 
nounced, that  the  charge  of  tutelage  fhould  conftantly  attend  the 
emolument  of  fucceftion.  If  the  choice  of  the  father,  and  the  line 
of  confanguinity,  afforded  no  efficient  guardian,  the  failure  was  fup- 
plied  by  the  nomination  of  the  praetor  of  the  city,  or  the  prefident 
of  the  province.  But  the  perfon  whom  they  named  to  this  public 
office  might  be  legally  excufed  by  infanity  or  blindnefs,  by  igno- 
rance or  inability,  by  previous  enmity  or  adverfe  intcreft,  by  the 
number  of  children  or  guardianlhips  with  which  he  was  already 
burthened,  and  by  the  immunities  which  were  granted  to  the  ufe- 
ful  labours  of  magiftrates,  lawyers,  phyficians,  and  profeffors.  Till 
the  infant  could  fpeak  and  think,  he  was  reprefented  by  the  tutor, 
whofc  authority  was  finally  determined  by  the  age  of  puberty. 

Without  his  confent,  no  ad  of  the  pupil  could  bind  himfelf  to  his 
own  prejudice,  though  it  might  oblige  others  for  his  perfonal  be- 
nefit. It  is  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  the  tutor  often  gave  fecurity. 


The  humble  but  legal  rights  of  con- 
cubines ar.J  natural  children,  are  Hated  in 
the  Inftitutcs  (!.  i.  tit.  x.),  the  Pandedis  (I.  i. 
tit.  vii.),  the  Code  (1.  v.  tit.  xxv.),  and  the 
Novels  (Ixxiv.  Ixxxix.).  The  refearches  of 
Heireccius  and  Giannonc  (ad  Legem  Juliatn 
et  P.-ipiam-Poppawm,  c.  i?.  p.  164—175. 


Opcre  Pofthume,  p.  ic8— 158.)  illuftrate  this 
interefting  and  domeftic  fubjeft. 

1,6  See  the  article  of  guardians  and  wards 
in  the  Inftitutcs  (1.  i.  tit.  xiii— xxvi.)»  the 
Pande&s  (I.  xxvi,  xxvii.),  and  the  Code  (l.  v. 
tit.  wviii— lx*.). 
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and  always  rendered  an  account,  and  that  the  want  of  diligence  or 
integrity  expofed  him  to  a civil  and  almoft  criminal  a£lion  for  the 
violation  of  his  facred  truft.  The  age  of  puberty  had  been  rafhly 
fixed  by  the  civilians  at  fourteen;  but  as  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
ripen  more  flowly  than  thofe  of  the  body,  a curator  was  interpofed 
to  guard  the  fortunes  of  a Roman  youth  from  his  own  inexperience 
and  headllrong  paflions.  Such  a truftee  had  been  firft  inftituted 
by  the  praetor,  to  fave  a family  from  the  blind  havock  of  a prodigal 
or  madman ; and  the  minor  was  compelled  by  the  laws,  to  folicit  the 
fame  protcQion,  to  give  validity  to  his  adts  till  he  accompliflicd  the  full 
period  of  twenty-five  years.  Women  were  condemned  to  the  perpetual 
tutelage  of  parents,  hufbands,  or  guardians  ; a fex  created  to  pleafe 
aud  obey  was  never  fuppofed  to  have  attained  the  age  of  reafon  and 
experience.  Such  at  lead  was  the  ftern  and  haughty  fpirit  of  the  ancient 
law,  which  had  been  infenfibly  mollified  before  the  time  of  Juftinian. 

II.  The  original  right  of  property  can  only  be  juftified  by  the 
accident  or  merit  of  prior  occupancy ; and  on  this  foundation  it  is 
wilely  eftablilhed  by  the  phiiofophy  of  the  civilians'".  The  favage 
who  hollows  a tree,  inferts  a Iharp  ftonc  into  a wooden  handle,  or 
applies  a firing  to  an  elaftic  branch,  becomes  in  a ftate  of  nature  the 
juft  proprietor  of  the  canoe,  the  bow,  or  the  hatchet.  The  mate- 
rials were  common  to  all,  the  new  form,  the  produce  of  his  time 
and  funplc  induftry,  belongs  folely  to  himfelf.  His  hungry  brethren 
cannot,  without  a fenfe  of  their  own  injuftice,  extort  from  the  hunter 
the  game  of  the  foreft  overtaken  or  flain  by  his  perfonal  ftrength 
and  dexterity.  If  his  provident  care  preferves  and  multiplies  the 
tame  animals,  whole  nature  is  tradable  to  the  arts  of  education,  he 
acquires  a perpetual  title  to  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  their  numerous 

1,7  fnflirat.  1.  u.  tit.  i,  ii.  Compare  the  Icofe  prolixity  of  Theophilus  (p.  207— 165.). 
pore  and  prccifc  rcafoning  of  Caius  and  The  opinions  of  Ulpian  arc  preferved  in  tbe 
Ileineccius  (I.  ii.  tit.  i.  p.  69—91.)  with  the  Pandctls  (l.i.  tic,  viii.  leg.  41.  N°  !.)• 

1 2 progeny. 
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progeny,  which  derives  its  exiftence  from  him  alone.  If  he  inclofes  CHAP, 
and  cultivates  a field  for  their  fuftenance  and  his  own,  a barren  j 

wade  is  converted  into  a fertile  foil ; the  feed,  the  manure,  the  la- 
bour, create  a new  value,  and  the  rewards  of  harveft  are  painfully 
earned  by  the  fatigues  of  the  revolving  year.  In  the  fuccefiive  ftates 
of  fociety,  the  hunter,  the  Ihepherd,  the  hufbandman,  may  defend 
their  pofleflions  by  two  reafons  which  forcibly  appeal  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  human  mind  : that  whatever  they  enjoy  is  the  fruit  of 
their  own  induflry ; and,  that  every  man  who  envies  their  felicity, 
may  purchafe  fimilar  acquifitions  by  the  exercife  of  fimilar  diligence. 

Such,  in  truth,  may  be  the  freedom  and  plenty  of  a fmall  colony 
call  on  a fruitful  ifland.  But  the  colony  multiplies,  while  the  fpace 
Hill  continues  the  fame : the  common  rights,  the  equal  inheritance 
of  mankind,  are  engrofled  by  the  bold  and  crafty ; each  field  and 
foreft  is  circumfcribed  by  the  land-marks  of  a jealous  mailer ; and 
it  is  the  peculiar  praife  of  the  Roman  jurifprudcnce,  that  it  aflerts 
the  claim  of  the  firft  occupant  to  the  wild  animals  of  the  earth,  the 
air,  and  the  waters.  In  the  progrefs  from  primitive  equity  to  final  in- 
juftice,  the  Heps  are  filent,  the  fhades  are  almoll  imperceptible,  and  the 
abfolute  monopoly  is  guarded  by  pofitive  laws  and  artificial  reafon. 

The  active  infatiate  principle  of  felf-love  can  alone  fupply  the  arts 
of  life  and  the  wages  of  induftry  ; and  as  foon  as  civil  government 
and  exclufive  property  have  been  introduced,  they  become  neceflary 
to  the  exiftence  of  the  human  race.  Except  in  the  fingular  inftitu- 
tions  of  Sparta,  the  wifeft  legiflators  have  difapproved  an  agrarian 
law  as  a falfe  and  dangerous  innovation.  Among  the  Romans,  the 
enormous  difproportion  of  wealth  furmounted  the  ideal  reftraints  of 
a doubtful  tradition  and  an  obfolcte  ftatute  ; a tradition  that  the 
pooreft  follower  of  Romulus  had  been  endowed  with  the  perpetual 
inheritance  of  two  jugtra a ftatute  which  confined  the  richeft 

citizen 

The  beriJiun  of  the  firft  Remans  is  p.  141.  c.  ic.  t6t.  edit.  Gefoer),  and 

defined  by  V r 0 (de  Re  Ruiltca,  1.  i.  c.  1.  clouded  byplf^s  dcelamition  (Hift.  Natur. 

Vol.  IV.  ")  3D  •»  xviii.  tt 
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C xliv  P Clt'zen  t0  mea^ijre  of  five  hundred  jugera,  or  three  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  of  land.  The  original  territory  of  Rome  confided  only 
of  fome  miles  of  wood  and  meadow  along  the  banks  of  the  Tyber  ; 
and  domeftic  exchange  could  add  nothing  to  the  national  dock.  But 
the  goods  of  an  alien  or  enemy  were  lawfully  expofed  to  the  fird 
hodile  occupier;  the  city  was  enriched  by  the  profitable  trade  of 
war ; and  the  blood  of  her  fons  was  the  only  price  that  was  paid  for 
the  Volfcian  fhcep,  the  fiaves  of  Britain,  or  the  gems  and  gold  of 
Afiatic  kingdoms.  In  the  language  of  ancient  jurifprudence,  which 
was  corrupted  and  forgotten  before  the  age  of  Judinian,  thefe  fpoifs 
were  didinguilhed  by  the  name  of  manceps  or  mancipium , taken 
with  the  hand ; and  whenever  they  were  fold  or  emancipated , the 
purchafer  required  fome  adiirance  that  they  had  been  the  property 
of  an  enemy,  and  not  of  a fellow-citizen ,M.  A citizen  could  only 
forfeit  his  rights  by  apparent  dereliction,  and  fuch  dereliction  of  a 
valuable  intcrcd  could  not  cafily  be  prefumed.  Yet  according  to 
the  twelve  tables,  a prefeription  of  one  year  for  moveables,  and  of 
two  years  for  immoveables,  abolifhed  the  claim  of  the  ancient  mader, 
if  the  aCtual  podclfor  had  acquired  them  by  a fair  tranfaCtion  from 
the  perfon  whom  he  believed  to  be  the  lawful  proprietor  u°.  Such 
confcientious  injudice,  without  any  mixture  of  fraud  or  force,  could 
feldom  injure  the  members  of  a fmall  republic ; but  the  various  pe- 
riods of  three,  of  ten,  or  of  twenty  years,  determined  by  Judinian, 
are  more  datable  to  the  latitude  of  a great  empire.  It  is  only  in 
the  term  of  prefeription  that  the  didinClion  of  real  and  perfonal 


xviii.  2.).  A juft  and  learned  comment  is 
given  in  the  Adminiftration  des  Ter  res  chcz 
les  Remains  (p.  12  — 66.). 

1,9  The  rts  manage  is  explained  from 
faint  and  remote  lights  by  Ulpian  (Frag- 
ment. tit.  xviii.  p.  6 1 3,  619.)  and  Byn- 
kerthoek  (Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  306—315.). 
The  definition  is  fomewbat  arbitrary  j and 
as  none  except  rnyfclf^Bp  aligned  a 


reafon,  I am  diffident  of  my  own. 

140  From  this  Ihort  prefeription,  Hume 
(E/Tays,  vol.i.  p.  423.)  infers  that  there  could 
not  tbtn  be  more  order  and  fettlement  in  Italy 
than  »wy  amongfl  the  Tartars.  By  the  civi- 
lian of  his  adverfary  Wallace,  he  is  reproach- 
ed, and  not  without  reafon,  for  overlooking 
the  conditions  (InlUtut.  1.  ii.  tit.  vi.). 


r 


fortune 
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fortune  has  been  remarked  by  the  civilians,  and  their  general  idea  of 
property  is  that  of  fimplc,  uniform,  and  abfolute  dominion.  The 
fubordinatc  exceptions  of  u/e,  of  ufufruEl of ferviludet  *4*,  impofed 
for  the  benefit  of  a neighbour  on  lands  and  houfes,  are  abundantly 
explained  by  the  profeflbrs  of  jurifprudencc.  The  claims  of  pro- 
perty, as  far  as  they  arc  altered  by  the  mixture,  the  divifion,  or  the 
transformation  of  fubftances,  are  inveftigated  with  metaphyfical  fub- 
tlety  by  the  fame  civilians. 

The  pcrfonal  title  of  the  firft  proprietor  mull  be  determined  by 
his  death : but  the  pofleflion,  without  any  appearance  of  change,  is 
peaceably  continued  in  his  children,  the  aflociates  of  his  toil  and 
the  partners  of  his  wealth.  This  natural  inheritance  has  been  pro- 
tected by  the  legiflators  of  every  climate  and  age,  and  the  father  is 
encouraged  to  pcrfeverc  in  (low  and  diftant  improvements,  by  the 
tender  hope,  that  a long  poflerity  will  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
bour. The  principle  of  hereditary  fucceflion  is  univerlal,  but  the 
order  has  been  varioufly  cftablifiicd  by  convenience  or  caprice,  by 
the  fpirit  of  national  inftitutions,  or  by  fome  partial  example,  which 
was  originally  decided  by  fraud  or  violence.  The  jurifprudence  of 
the  Romans  appears  to  have  deviated  from  the  equality  of  nature, 
much  lefs  than  the  Jewifli'4’,  the  Athenian*44,  or  the  Englilh  infli- 


C H A P. 
XLIV. 


Of  inherit- 
ance and  fuc~ 
ccflion. 


141  See  the  Inftnotes  (!.  i.  tit.  iv,v.)  and 
the  Pandefts  (I.  vii.).  Noodt  ha*  compofed 
a learned  and  diftintt  treatife  de  Ufufrudu 
(Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  387—478.). 

*4*  The  qoeftions  de  Scrvitutibus  are  dif- 
cufied  in  the  Inftitutes  (1,  ii.  tit.  iii.)  and  Pan- 
ders (1.  viii.) . Cicero  (pro  Murena,  c.  9.) 
and  Latfantius  (Inflitut.  Divio.  1.  i.  c.  1.)  af- 
fe&  to  laugh  at  the  insignificant  doftrine,  de 
aqua  pluvia  arcenda,  be c.  Yet  it  might  be 
of  frequent  ufe  among  litigious  neigh bours, 
both  in  town  and  country. 

145  Among  the  patriarchs,  the  firft  bom 


1 

' 


enjoyed  a myftk  and  fpiritual  primogeniture 
(Gcncfis,  xxv.  31*)*  In  the  land  of  Canaan 
he  was  entitled  to  a double  portion  of  inhe- 
ritance (Deuteronomy,  xxi.  17.  with  Le 
Clerc’j  judicious  Commentary). 

144  At  Athens  the  fons  were  equal,  bat 
the  poor  daughters  were  endowed  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  their  brothers.  See  the 
pleadings  of  Ifarus  (in  the  viilb  volume  of  the 
Greek  Orators),  illuftrated  by  the  verfion  and 
comment  of  Sir  William  Jones,  a fcholar,  a 
lawyer,  and  a man  of  genius. 
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C xliv  P’  tut'10ns  On  the  death  of  a citizen,  all  his  defcendants,  unlefs 

Vi — « — they  were  already  freed  from  his  paternal  power,  were  called  to  the 
inheritance  of  his  pofleflions.  The  infolent  prerogative  of  primo- 
geniture was  unknown : the  two  fexes  were  placed  on  a juft  level ; 
all  the  fons  and  daughters  were  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  the 
patrimonial  eftate  ; and  if  any  of  the  fons  had  been  intercepted  by 
a premature  death,  his  perfon  was  reprefented,  and  his  (hare  was 

S'kladrtd**  ^wided,  by  his  furviving  children.  On  the  failure  of  the  diretft  line, 
the  right  of  fucceflion  mult  diverge  to  the  collateral  branches.  The 
degrees  of  kindred 145  are  numbered  by  the  civilians,  afeending  from 
the  laft  pofleffor  to  a common  parent,  and  defeending  from  the  com- 
mon parent  to  the  next  heir : my  father  ftands  in  the  firft  degree, 
my  brother  in  the  fecond,  his  children  in  the  third,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  feries  may  be  conceived  by  fancy",  or  pictured  in  a 
genealogical  table.  In  this  computation,  a diftindion  was  made, 
eftential  to  the  laws  and  even  the  conftitution  of  Rome  ; the  agnats , 
or  perfons  conne&ed  by  a line  of  males,  were  called,  as  they  flood 
in  the  neareft  degree,  to  an  equal  partition  ; but  a female  was  inca- 
pable of  tranfmitting  any  legal  claims ; and  the  cognats  of  every 
rank,  without  excepting  the  dear  relation  of  a mother  and  a fon, 
were  difinherited  by  the  twelve  tables,  as  flrangers  and  aliens. 
Among  the  Romans,  a gens  or  lineage  was  united  by  a common 
name  and  domeflic  rites  ; the  various  cognomens  or  fumames  of 
Scipio,  or  Marcellus,  diftinguifhed  from  each  other  the  lubordinate 
branches  or  families  of  the  Cornelian  or  Claudian  race:  the  de- 


In  England,  the  elded  Ton  alone  inhe- 
rit} all  the  land,  a law,  Taya  the  orthodox 
jodge  Blaclcftcne  (Commentaries  on  the  Lawi 
of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  115.),  unjult  only  in 
the  opinion  of  younger  brothers,  ft  may  be 
of  fome  political  ufe  in  fltarpening  their  in- 
dairy, 


144  Blackftone’s  Tablea  (rol.  ii.  p.  201.) 
reprefent  and  compare  tbe  degrees  of  the  civil 
with  thofe  of  the  canon  and  common  law.  A 
feparate  traft  of  Jalina  Panlus,  de  gradiboa 
et  affinibuj,  is  infected  or  abridged  in  the  Pan- 
dedls  (I.  xxxviii.  tit.  x.).  In  the  riP*  degree* 
he  computet  (N°  18.)  1024  perfons. 

fault 
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fault  of  the  agnats,  of  the  fame  fur  name,  was  fupplied  by  the  larger  c P- 

denomination  of  gentiles ; and  the  vigilance  of  the  laws  maintained,  v„ , — 

in  the  fame  name,  the  perpetual  dcl'cent  of  religion  and  property. 

A ftmilar  principle  di£tatcd  the  Voconian  law**7,  which  aboliihed 
the  right  of  female  inheritance.  As  long  as  virgins  were  given  or 
fold  in  marriage,  the  adoption  of  the  wife  extinguished  the  hope# 
of  the  daughter.  But  the  equal  fucceflion  of  independent  matrons, 
fupported  their  pride  and  luxury,  and  might  tranfport  into  a foreign 
houfc  the  riches  of  their  fathers.  While  the  maxims  erf"  Cato  “*  were 
revered,  they  tended  to  perpetuate  in  each  family  a juft  and  vir- 
tuous mediocrity  : till  female  blandifhmcnts  infenfibly  triumphed ; 
and  every  falutary  reftraint  was  loft  in  the  diflolute  greatnefs  of  the 
republic.  The  rigour  of  the  decemvirs  was  tempered  by  the  equity 
of  the  praetors.  Their  editta  reftored  emancipated  and  pofthumoua 
children  to  the  rights  of  nature ; and  upon  the  failure  of  the  agnats, 
they  preferred  the  blood  of  the  cognats  to  the  name  of  the  gentiles, 
whofe  title  and  character  were  infenfibly  covered  with  oblivion. 

The  reciprocal  inheritance  of  mothers  and  fons  was  eftabliihed  in 
the  Tertullian  and  Orphifian  decrees  by  the  humanity  of  the  fenate. 

A new  and  more  impartial  order  was  introduced  by  the  novels  of 
Juftinian,  who  affe&ed  to  revive  the  jurifprudence  of  the  twelve 
tables.  The  lines  of  mafeuline  and  female  kindred  were  confound- 
ed: the  defending,  afeending,  and  collateral  feries,  was  accurately 
defined  ; and  each  degree,  according  to  the  proximity  of  blood  and 
affedlion,  fucceeded  to  the  vacant  poffeffions  of  a Roman  citizen  '**. 

- The 


***  Ttie  Voconian  law  wn  mailed  in  the 
year  of  Rome  $84.  The  yoanger  Scipio,  who 
we i then  xvii  yeari  of  age  (Frenlhemius,  Sup- 
plement. Livian.  xlvi.  40.),  found  an  occafton 
of  exerdfing  hit  geaerofity  to  bis  mother, 
fi Sen,  4c.  (Polybius,  tom.  ii.  I.  xxxi.  p.  145] 
— 1464.  edit.  Gronov.  a domeftic  witaefs). 


’**  Legem  Voconiam  (Ernefli,  Claris  Ci- 
ceronUoa)  magna  voce  bonis  lateribua  (at  lsr 
yean  of  age)  fuahiTcm,  fays  old  Cato  (de 
Senedute,  c,  5.).  Aulus  Gellius  (via.  13. 
xvii.  6.)  has  faved  fome  pafiages. 


■*’  See  the  law  of  fucceflion  in  the  Infli- 
tutea  of  CaiaAH,  ii.  tit.  viii.  p.  130—144.) 

and 
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C xuv  P The  order  of  fucceflion  is  regulated  'by  nature,  or  at  leaf!  by  the 

' — ' general  and  permanent  reafon  of  the  lawgiver:  but  this  order  is 

and  liberty  of  frequently  violated  by  the  arbitrary  and  partial  -wills  which  prolong 
tcflamtnti.  (jle  doniinion  0f  the  teftator  beyond  the  grave1*".  In  the  fimple 
ftate  of  fociety,  this  lad  ufe  or  abufe  of  the  right  of  property  is  fel- 
dom  indulged  : it  was  introduced  at  Athens  by  the  laws  of  Solon ; 
and  the  private  teftaments  of  the  father  of  a family  are  authorifed 
by  the  twelve  tables.  Before  the  time  of  the  decemvirs’”,  a Roman 
citizen  expofed  his  wifhes  and  motives  to  the  aflembly  of  the  thirty 
curia:  or  parifhes,  and  the  general  law  of  inheritance  was  fufpended 
by  an  occafional  aft  of  the  legiflature.  After  the  permiflion  of  the 
decemvirs,  each  private  lawgiver  promulgated  his  verbal  or  written 
teflament  in  the  prefence  of  five  citizens,  who  reprefented  the  five 
claflcs  of  the  Roman  people ; a fixth  witnefs  attefted  their  concur- 
rence ; a feventh  weighed  the  copper  money,  which  was  paid  by  an 
imaginary  purchafer ; and  the  eftate  was  emancipated  by  a fi&itious 
fale  and  immediate  releafe.  This  fingular  ceremony  which  excited 
the  wonder  of  the  Greeks,  was  Hill  praflifed  in  the  age  of  Severus ; 
but  the  prrutors  had  already  approved  a more  fimple  teflament,  for 
which  they  required  the  feals  and  fignatures  of  feven  witnefles,  free 
from  all  legal  exception,  and  purpofely  fummoned  for  the  execution 


and  Juftinian  (1.  iii.  tit.  i— vi.  with  the  Greek 
verfion  of  Theophilus,  p.  515—575.  588— 
600.),  the  Pandefts  (I.  xxxviii.  tit.  vi—  xvii.), 
the  Code  (1.  vi.  tit.  lv— > lx.),  and  the  Novels 
(cxviii.). 

150  That  fucceiGon  was  the  ruUt  teflament 
the  txctftioM,  is  proved  by  Taylor  (Clements 
qf  Civil  Law,  p.  519—527.).  a learned, 
rambling,  fpirited,  writer.  In  the  il4  and  iii4 
books  the  method  of  the  Inftitutes  is  doubt- 
lei's  prepoftcrous ; and  the  Chancellor  Du- 
quefleau  (Oeuvres,  tom.  i.  p.  275.)  wilhes 
his  countryman  Domat  in  |bf  place  of  Tri- 
L oe.iajs.  Yet  crvtnattfs  before  j'uccfjfieni  is 

& 


not  finely  the  natural  trdtr  cf  tit  civil  Imxn. 

‘,1  Prior  examples  of  teftaments  are  per- 
haps fabulous.  At  Athens  a thiUlt/t  father 
only  could  make  a will  (Plutarch,  in  Solohe, 
tom.  i.  p.  164.  See  Ifeua  and  Jones). 

M*  The  teflament  of  Auguftus  is  fpecified 
by  Suetonius  (in  Augoft.  c.  lot.  in  Neron. 
c.  4.),  who  may  be  lludied  as  a code  of  Ro- 
man antiquities.  Plutarch  (Opufcul.  tom.  ii. 
p.  976.)  is  furprifed  8r«.  t,  }.u6*uu<  yffum, 
htfttf  put  arcinwuiti  uMftttput,  irini  it  rvtjtji 
ru(  wn(.  The  language  of  Ulpian  (frag- 
ment. tit.  xx.  p.  627.  edit.  Scbulting)  is  al- 
moft  too  exclufise — folum  in  nffi  eft. 

of 
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of  that  important  a£.  A domeftic  monarch,  who  reigned  over  the  C H A >1 
lives  and  fortunes  of  his  children,  might  diftribute  their  refpe&ive  t— 
fhares  according  to  the  degrees  of  their  merit  or  his  affcdtion  : his 
arbitrary  difplealure  chaflifed  an  unworthy  fon  by  the  lofs  of  his 
inheritance  and  the  mortifying  preference  of  a ftranger.  But  the 
experience  of  unnatural  parents  recommended  fome  limitations  of 
their  teftamentary  powers.  A fon,  or,  by  the  laws  of  Juftinlan, 
even  a daughter,  could  no  longer  be  difinherited  by  their  filencc : 
they  were  compelled  to  name  the  criminal,  and  to  fpecify  the  of- 
fence ; and  the  juftice  of  the  emperor  enumerated  the  foie  caufes 
that  could  juftify  fuch  a violation  of  the  firft  principles  of  nature 
and  fociety  Unlefs  a legitimate  portion,  a fourth  part,  had  been 
referved  for  the  children,  they  were  entitled  to  inftitutc  an  a&ion  or 
complaint  of  inofficious  teftament ; to  fuppofe  that  their  father’s  un- 
demanding was  impaired  by  ficknefs  or  age  ; and  refpe&fully  to  ap- 
peal from  his  rigorous  fentence  to  the  deliberate  wifdom  of  the  ma- 
giflrate.  In  the  Roman  jurifprudcnce,  an  eflential  diftin&ion  was  Lrgiciw. 
admitted  between  the  inheritance  and  the  legacies.  The  heirs  who 
fucceeded  to  the  entire  unity,  or  to  any  of  the  twelve  fractions  of 
the  fubftance  of  the  teflator,  reprefented  his  civil  and  religious  cha- 
racter, afierted  his  rights,  fulfilled  his  obligations,  and  difeharged 
the  gifts  of  friendfhip  or  liberality  which  his  Iaft  will  had  bequeathed 
under  the  name  of  legacies.  But  as  the  imprudence  or  prodigality 
of  a dying  man  might  exhauft  the  inheritance,  and  leave  only  rifk 
and  labour  to  his  fucceflor,  he  was  empowered  to  retain  the  Fal- 
cidian  portion ; to  deduct,  before  the  payment  of  the  legacies,  a 
clear  fourth  for  his  own  emolument.  A reafonable  time  was  al- 
lowed to  examine  the  proportion  between  the  debts  and  the  efface. 


151  Jultinian  (Novell.  cxv,  N®  3, 4.)  eno- 
a crates  only  the  public  and  private  crimes, 

IO 


for  which  a fon  might 
father.  , w, 

VP? 


£ 


likcwife  disinherit  hia 

to 
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• H A T.  to  decide  whether  he  fliould  accept  or  refufe  the  teftament : and  if 
XLIV. 

■ - - ' he  ufed  thfe  benefit  of  an  inventory,  the  demands  of  the  creditors 
could  not  exceed  the  valuation  of  the  effe&s.  The  laft  will  of  a 
citizen  might  be  altered  during  his  life  or  refeinded  after  his  death : 
the  perfons  whom  he  named  might  die  before  him,  or  rejed  the 
inheritance,  or  be  expofed  to  fome  legal  difqualification.  In  the 
contemplation  of  thefe  events,  he  was  permitted  to  fubftitute  fecond 
and  third  heirs,  to  replace  each  other  according  to  the  order  of  the 
teftament ; and  the  incapacity  of  a madman  or  an  infant  to  bequeath 
his  property,  might  be  fupplied  by  a fimilar  fubftitution  But  the 
power  of  the  teftator  expired  with  the  acceptance  of  the  teftament : 
each  Roman  of  mature  age  and  diferetion  acquired  the  abfolute 
dominion  of  his  inheritance,  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  civil  law 
was  never  clouded  by  the  long  and  intricate  entails  which  confine 
the  happinefs  and  freedom  of  unborn  generations. 

Codiciti  and  Conqueft  and  the  formalities  of  law  eftablifhed  the  ufe  of  codicils. 

uulll‘  If  a Roman  was  furprifed  by  death  in  a remote  province  of  the  em- 
pire, he  addrefled  a fhort  epiftle  to  his  legitimate  or  teftamentary 
heir ; who  fulfilled  with  honour,  or  negle&ed  with  impunity,  this 
laft  requeft,  which  the  judges  before  the  age  of  Auguftus  were  not 
authorifed  to  enforce.  A codicil  might  be  exprefled  in  any  mode, 
or  in  any  language ; but  the  fubfeription  of  five  witnefles  muft  de- 
clare that  it  was  the  genuine  compofition  of  the  author.  His 
intention,  however  laudable,  was  fometimes  illegal ; and  the  in- 
vention of  fdci-comrnijfa , or  trufts,  arofe  from  the  ftruggle  be- 
tween natural  juftice  and  pofitivc  jurifprudence.  A ftranger  of 
Greece  or  Africa  might  be  the  friend  or  benefactor  of  a childlefs 


**♦  The  JubftitUtiont  fdti  commljTairn  of  ihe 
modern  civil  law  is  a feudal  idea  grafted  on  the 
Roman  jurifprudence,  and  bears  fcarcely  any 
refemblance  to  the  ancient  fidci-commilTa  (Ir- 
fLituiioiu  du  Oioit  Francois,  tom.  u p.  34 7 


— 383,  Deniffart,  Peeifions  de  Jurifpru- 
d?nce,  tom.  iv.  p.  $77—604.).  They  were 
ftretched  to  the  fourth  degree  by  an  abelc  of 
the  clix<h  Novel ; a partial,  perplexed,  decla- 
matory law. 

Roman, 
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Roman,  but  none,  except  a fellow-citizen,  could  a£t  as  his  heir. 
The  Voconian  law,  which  abolilhed  female  fucccflion,  reflrained  the 
legacy  or  inheritance  of  a woman  to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  fefterccs'”  j and  an  only  daughter  was  condemned  almoft  as  an 
alien  in  her  father’s  houfe.  The  zeal  of  friendlhip,  and  parental  af- 
fection, fuggefted  a liberal  artifice : a qualified  citizen  was  named 
in  the  teftament,  with  a prayer  or  injunction  that  he  would  reft  ore 
the  inheritance  to  the  perfon  for  whom  it  was  truly  intended.  Va- 
rious was  the  conduct  of  the  truftees  in  this  painful  fituation  : they 
had  fworn  to  obferve  the  laws  of  their  country,  but  honour 
prompted  them  to  violate  their  oath : and  if  they  preferred  their 
intereft  under  the  mafk  of  patriotifm,  they  forfeited  the  eftcem  of 
every  virtuous  mind.  The  declaration  of  Auguftus  relieved  their 
doubts,  gave  a legal  fanCtion  to  confidential  teftaments  and  codicils, 
and  gently  unravelled  the  forms  and  reftraints  of  the  republican 
jurifprudence"6.  But  as  the  new  practice  of  trulls  degenerated  into 
fome  abufe,  the  truftee  was  enabled,  by  the  Trcbellian  and  Pegafian 
decrees,  to  referve  one  fourth  of  the  eftate,  or  to  transfer  on  the 
head  of  the  real  heir  all  the  debts  and  actions  of  the  fucceflion. 
The  interpretation  of  teftaments  was  ftridt  and  literal ; but  the  lan- 
guage of  trujls  and  codicils  was  delivered  from  the  minute  and 
technical  accuracy  of  the  civilians"'. 

III.  The  general  duties  of  mankind  are  impofed  by  their  public 
and  private  relations : but  their  fpccific  obligations  to  each  other 
can  only  be  the  effeCl  of,  i.  a promife,  2.  a benefit,  or  3.  an  in- 


>ss  Dion  CaiHus  (tom.  it.  I.  I vi . p.  814. 
with  Rcimar’s  Notes)  fpecifies  in  Greek  mo- 
ney the  Aim  of  25,000  drachms. 

,5<k  The  revolutions  of  the  Roman  laws  of 
inheritance  are  finely,  though  femetimea  fan- 
cifully, deduced  by  MomeAjuieu  (lllprit  dm 
Loi<,  I.  xxvh.). 

157  Of  the  tin!  jurtfprudencc  of  futcef- 

Vol.  IV.  3 


front,  teftaments,  codicils,  legacies,  and  trulls, 
the  principles  are  afoertained  in  the  Inllitutes 
of  Caius  (I.  ii.  tit.  ii — ix.  p.  91  — 144.)* 
tinian  (!.  ii.  tit.  x— xxv.),  and  Thccpbilus 
(p.  328— 514.)  s and  the  itnmeofe  detail  oc- 
cupies twelve  books  (xxviii— xxxii.)  of  the 
Pandc&i^  jff 

V.  jury:- 
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C xuv  P julT : and  when  thefe  obligations  are  ratified  by  law,  the  interefted 
v i party  may  compel  the  performance  by  a judicial  ad  ion.  On  this 
principle,  the  civilians  of  every  country  have  erected  a fimilar  jurif- 
prudence,  the  fair  condufion  of  univerfid  rcafon  and  juftice 
Pfomifo.  i.  The  goddefs  of  faith  (of  human  and  focial  faith)  was  wor- 
shipped, not  only  in  her  temples,  but  in  the  lives  of  the  Romans ; 
and  if  that  nation  was  deficient  in  the  more  amiable  qualities  of 
benevolence  and  generofity,  they  aftonilhed  the  Greeks  by  their 
fincere  and  fimple  performance  of  the  moll  burthenfome  engage- 
ments ,!a.  Yet  among  the  fame  people,  according  to  the  rigid 
maxims  of  the  patricians  and  decemvirs,  a naked  pail,  a promife, 
or  even  an  oath,  did  not  create  any  civil  obligation,  unlcfs  it  was 
confirmed  by  the  legal  form  of  a f ipulation.  Whatever  might  be 
the  etymology  of  the  Latin  word,  it  conveyed  the  idea  of  a firm 
and  irrevocable  contract,  which  was  always  exprefled  in  the  mode 
of  a queftion  and  anfwer.  Do  you  promife  to  pay  me  one  hundred 
pieces  of  gold  ? was  the  folemn  interrogation  of  Seius.  I do  pro- 
mife— was  the  reply  of  Sempronius.  The  friends  of  Sempronius,  who 
anfwered  for  his  ability  and  inclination,  might  be  feparately  fued  at 
the  option  of  Seius;  and  the  benefit  of  partition,  or  order  of  recipro- 
cal actions,  infenfibly  deviated  from  the  ilritt  theory  of  flipulation. 
The  moll  cautious  and  deliberate  confent  was  juflly  required  to 
fuftain  the  validity  of  a gratuitous  promife  ; and  the  citizen  who 
might  have  obtained  a legal  fecurity,  incurred  the  fufpicion  of  fiaud, 
and  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  negledt.  But  the  ingenuity  of  the  civi- 
lians fuccefsfully  laboured  to  convert  fimple  engagements  into  the 


,,a  The  Inftitutes  of  Caius  (I.  ii.  tit.  i x. 
.p.  144—214  ),  of  Juftinian  (I.  iii.  tit.  xiv — 
xxx.  1.  iv.  tit.  i — vi.)(  and  of  TlicophUui 
(p.  616  — S37.),diflinguiJh  four  font  of  obli- 
gations—aut  re,  aut  verbis , aut  Uteris,  aut 
eonfeufi:  but  I confefs  myfM  partial  to  my 
own  divifion. 


& 


*s*  How  much  is  the  cool,  rational  evi- 
dence of  Polybius  (1,  vi.  p.  693,  1.  xx\i. 
p.  1459,  1460.)  fuperior  to  vague,  in- 
diferiminate  applaufc — omnium  maxime  et 
prxeipue  fidem  coluit  (A.  GcJlius,  vx. 
I). 
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form  of  folemn  ftipulations.  The  praetors,  as  the  guardians  of  focial  c A P. 

faith,  admitted  every  rational  evidence  of  a voluntary  and  deliberate  >- — , > 

aft,  which  in  their  tribunal  produced  an  equitable  obligation,  and 
for  which  they' gave  an  aCtion  and  a remedy  ’**. 

2.  The  obligations  of  the  fecond  dafs,  as  they  were  contracted  Benefiu. 
by  the  delivery  of  a thing,  are  marked  by  the  civilians  with  the 
epithet  of  real  A grateful  return  is  due  to  the  author  of  a bene- 
fit; and  whoever  is  entrufted  with  the  property  of  another,  has 
bound  himfelf  to  the  facred  duty  of  reftitution.  In  the  cafe  of  a 
friendly  loan,  the  merit  of  generofity  is  on  the  fide  of  the  lender 
only,  in  a depofit  on  the  fide  of  the  receiver ; but  in  a pledge,  and 
the  reft  of  the  felfilh  commerce  of  ordinary  life,  the  benefit  is  com- 
penfated  by  an  equivalent,  and  the  obligation  to  rcftorc  is  varioufly 
modified  by  the  nature  of  the  tranfaClion.  The  Latin  language  very 
happily  exprefles  the  fundamental  difference  between  the  commoda- 
tum  and  the  mutuum , which  our  poverty  is  reduced  to  confound 
under  the  vague  and  common  appellation  of  a loan.  In  the  former, 
the  borrower  was  obliged  to  reftore  the  fame  individual  thing  with 
which  he  had  been  accommodated  for  the  temporary  lupply  of  his 
wants ; in  the  latter,  it  was  deftined  for  his  ufe  and  confumption, 
and  he  difeharged  this  mutual  engagement,  by  fubftituting  the  fame 
fpecific  value,  according  to  a juft  eftimation  of  number,  of  weight, 
and  of  meafure.  In  the  contract  of  file,  the  abfolute  dominion  is 
transferred  to  the  purchafer,  and  he  repays  the  benefit  with  an 
adequate  fum  of  gold  or  filver,  the  price  and  univerfal  ftandard 

160  The  Jus  Prxtoriam  de  Paftis  etTrinf-  civil  law  on  the  mofl  juft  and  liberal  prin- 
aftionibus  is  a frparate  and  faiisf  iftory  c.;p!cs. 

treatife  of  Gerard  Noodc  (Opp.  tom.  L ,6‘  The  nice  and  various  fubjeft  of  con- 
p.  483—564.).  And  I will  here  obferve  trails  by  content,  is  fpread  over  four  books 
that  the  uoirerlidcs  of  Holland  and  Bran-  (xvii— xx.)  of  the  Pandefls,  and  is  one  of  the 
denburgh,  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre-  parts  bell  deferring  of  the  attention  of  an 
fent  century,  appear  to  have  fludied  the  Engliftitludent. 

3 E 2'  JBfc  of 
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• of  all  earthly  pofleflions.  The  obligation  of  another  contrail,  that 

' of  location , is  of  a more  complicated  kind.  Lands  or  houfes,  labour 
or  talents,  may  be  hired  for  a definite  term ; at  the  expiration  of 
the  time,  the  thing  itfelf  mull  be  reftored  to  the  owner  with  an  ad- 
ditional reward  for  the  beneficial  occupation  and  employment.  In 
thefe  lucrative  contrads,  to  which  may  be  added  thofe  of  partnerlhip 
and  commifiions,  the  civilians  fometimes  imagine  the  delivery  of  the 
objed,  and  fometimes  prefume  the  confent  of  the  parties.  The  fub- 
ftantial  pledge  has  been  refined  into  the  invifible  rights  of  a mortgage 
or  bypotbeca  ; and  the  agreement  of  fale,  for  a certain  price,  imputes, 
from  that  moment,  the  chances  of  gain  or  lofs  to  the  account  of  the 
purchafer.  It  may  be  fairly  fuppofed,  that  every  man  will  obey  the 
didates  of  his  intereft ; and  if  he  accepts  the  benefit,  he  is  obliged 
to  fuftain  the  expencc,  of  the  tranfadion.  In  this  boundlefs  fubjed, 
the  hiftorian  will  obferve  the  location  of  land  and  money,  the  rent 
of  the  one  and  the  intereft  of  the  other,  as  they  materially  affed 
the  profperity  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  The  landlord  was 
often  obliged  to  advance  the  ftock  and  inftruments  of  hufbaodry, 
and  to  content  himfelf  with  a partition  of  the  fruits.  If  the  feeble 
tenant  was  opprefled  by  accident,  contagion,  or  hoftile  violence,  he' 
claimed  a proportionable  relief  from  the  equity  of  the  laws : five 
years  were  the  cuftomary  term,  and  no  folid  or  coftly  improvements 
could  be  expeded  from  a farmer,  who,  at  each  moment,  might  be 
ejeded  by  the  fale  of  the  eftate  Ufury  «,  the  inveterate  griev- 
ance 


'**  The  covenant!  of  rent  are  defined  in 
the  Pardfat  (I.  xix.)  and  the  Code  (I.  iv. 
tit.  lxv.).  The  quinquennium,  or  term  of 
five  yean,  appears  to  have  been  a cuflom  ra- 
ther than  a law ; but  in  France  all  leafei  of 
farad  were  determined  in  nine  year*.  This 
limitation  was  removed  only  in  the  year  i->yj 
(Encyclopedic  Methodinue,  tom  i.  dc  la  /u. 


rifprudence.  p.  668,669.);  *°d  I am  for ry 
to  obferve  that  it  yet  prevaili  in  the  beauteous 
and  happy  country  where  I am  permitted  to 
refide. 

I might  implicitly  acquiefce  in  the  fenfe 
and  learning  of  the  three  books  of  G.  Noodr, 

de  fernore  et  ufuris  (Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  1-$ 

268.).  The  interpretation  of  the  tffa  or , ™- 

ttjsaum 


o 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


397 


ance  of  the  city,  had  been  difcouraged  by  the  twelve  tables"14,  and  c H^a  p. 
abolifhed  by  the  clamours  of  the  people.  It  was  revived  by  their  ». — — < 
wants  and  idlenefs,  tolerated  by  the  dil'cretion  of  the  praetors,  and 
finally  determined  by  the  Code  of  Jullinian.  Pcrfons  of  illuftrious 
rank  were  confined  to  the  moderate  profit  of  four  per  cent.-,  fix  was 
pronounced  to  be  the  ordinary  and  legal  flandard  of  intereft  ; eight 
was  allowed  for  the.  convenience  of  manufacturers  and  merchants ; 
twelve  was  granted  to  nautical  infurance,  which  the  wifer  ancients 
had  not  attempted  to  define ; but  except  in  this  perilous  adventure, 
the  practice  of  exorbitant  ulury  was  feverely  reftrained  The  moll 
fimple  intereft  was  condemned  by  the  clergy  of  the  Eaft  and 
\Veft‘“:  but  the  fenfe  of  mutual  benefit,  which  had  triumphed  over 
the  laws  of  the  republic,  have  refilled  with  equal  firmnefs  the  de- 
crees of  the  church,  and  even  the  prejudices  of  mankind 

3.  Nature  and  fociety  impofe  the  ftrid  obligation  of  repairing  Injuries, 
an  injury ; and  the  lufferer  by  private  injuftice,  acquires  a perfonal 


ttfintee  uf*rtc  at  twelve,  the  unciari*  at  one, 
per  cent,  is  maintained  by  the  bed  critics  and 
civilians : Noodt  (I.  ii.  c.  2.  p.  207.),  Gravi- 
na  (Opp.  p.  205,  8c c.  210.),  lleinccciu*.  (An* 
tiquitat.  ad  lnllitut.  1.  iii.  tit.  xv.),  Montcf- 
quieu  (Efprit  de*  Lotx,  I.  xxii.  c.  22.  tom.  ii. 
p.  36.  Defenfe  de  1* Efprit  des  Loix,  torn.  iii. 
p.  478,  &c.),  and  above  all  John  Frederic 
Gronovius  (de  Pccunia  Veteri,  1.  iii.  c.  13. 
p.213 — 227.  and  his  three  Antexegefcs,  p.455 
^—655.),  the  founder,  or  at  lead  the  cham- 
pion, of  this  probable  opinion  ; which  is, 
however,  perplexed  with  fome  difficulties. 

164  Primo  xii  tabulis  fancitum  ell  ne  quis 
■ nciario  feenore  aroplius  excrcerei  (Tacit.  An- 
nal.  vi.  16.).  Pour  peu  (fays  Mcntefquieu, 
Efpiit  des  Loix,  1.  xxii.  c.  22.)  qu’on  foit 
verfc  dans  Phiftoire  dc  Rome,  on  verra  qu*une 
pareiile  lot  ne  devoit  pas  etre  1’ouvrage  des 
decemviri.  Was  Tacitus  ignorant -or  ftu- 
pid  ? But  the  wifer  and  more  virtuous  pairi- 
cuci  might.  facrifice  their  avarice  to  their 


ambition,  and  might  attempt  to  check  the 
odious  practice  by  fuch  intereft  as  no  lender 
would  accept,  and  fuch  penalties  as  no  debtor 
would  incur. 

wl*  Jullinian  has  not  condefeended  to  give 
ufury  a place  in  his  Institutes ; but  the  necef* 
fary  rules  and  reftridlions  are  inferted  in  the 
Pandcfts  (1.  xxii.  tit. i,  ii.)  and  the  Code(l.iv. 
tit.  xxxii,  xx xii i.). 

The  fathers  are  unanimous  (Barbeyrac, 
Morale  des  Peres,  p.  144,,  &c.)  : Cyprian, 
L..£Untius,  Badl,  Chryfollom  (fee  his  frivo- 
lous arguments  in  Noodt,  1.  i.  c.  7.  p.  188.), 
Gregory  of  NyiTi,  Amhrofe,  Jcrom,  Auguf- 
tin,  and  a hoft  of  councils  and  catuifts. 

,6;  Cato,  Seneca,  Plutarch,  have  loudly 
condemned  the  practice  or  abu.e  of  ufury. 
According  to  the  etymology  i f Janus  and 
t * , the  principal  is  fuppi  ’cii  to  gnu  rate  the 
intcrell;  a breed  of  b«iren  metal,  txciaims 
Sbakfpeare— and  the  Ittgc  is  the  echo  of  the 
public  voice. 

JtL  ' right 
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CHAP,  right  and  a legitimate  a&ion.  If  the  property  of  another  be  en- 

■ traded  to  our  care,  the  requifite  degree  of  care  may  rife  and  fall 

according  to  the  benefit  which  we  derive  from  fuch  temporary  pof- 
feflion ; we  are  feldom  made  refponfible  for  inevitable  accident,  but 
the  confequences  of  a voluntary  fault  muft  always  be  imputed  to 
the  author*6’.  A Roman  purfued  and  recovered  his  ftolen  goods 
by  a civil  a&ion  of  theft ; they  might  pafs  through  a fucceffion  of 
pure  and  innocent  hands,  but  nothing  lefs  than  a prefeription  of 
thirty  years  could  extinguifh  his  original  claim.  They  were  reflorcd 
by  the  fentence  of  the  praetor,  and  the  injury  was  compenfated  by 
double  or  threefold,  or  even  quadruple  damages,  as  the  deed  had 
been  perpetrated  by  fecret  fraud  or  open  rapine,  as  the  robber  had 
been  furprifed  in  the  fadt  or  detected  by  a fubfequent  refearch.  The 
Aquilian  law  ‘6s  defended  the  living  property  of  a citizen,  his  flaves 
and  cattle,  from  the  ftrokc  of  malice  or  negligence  : the  higheft  price 
was  allowed  that  could  be  aferibed  to  the  domeftic  animal  at  any 
moment  of  the  year  preceding  his  death ; a fxmilar  latitude  of  thirty 
days  was  granted  on  the  deftrudtion  of  any  other  valuable  clFedls. 
A perfonal  injury  is  blunted  or  lharpened  by  the  manners  of  the 
times  and  the  fenfibility  of  the  individual  : the  pain  or  the  difgrace 
of  a word  or  blow  cannot  eafily  be  appreciated  by  a pecuniary 
equivalent.  The  rude  jurisprudence  of  the  decemvirs  had  con- 
founded all  hafty  infults,  which  did  not  amount  to  the  frariturc  of  a 
limb,  by  condemning  the  aggrefior  to  the  common  penalty  of  twenty- 
five  ajfes.  But  the  fame  denomination  of  money  was  reduced,  in 
three  centuries,  from  a pound  to  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce;  and 


161  Sir  William  Jones  has  given  an  inge- 
nious and  rational  Kflay  on  the  Law  of  Bail- 
ment (London,  1781,  p.  12;.  in  8*).  He  is 
perhaps  the  only  lawyer  equally  converfant 
with  the  year-books  of  Weftrrnftcr,  the  Com- 
mentaries of  Ulpian,  th'*  Attic  pleadings  of 

• 


(focus,  and  the  (ententes  of  Arabian  and 
Perflan  cadhii. 

Noodt  (Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  137 — 172.)  has 
eompofed  a feparate  treattfe,  ad  Legem  Aqui- 
liam  (Pandect.  I.  ix.  tit.  ii.}. 

the 
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the  infolence  of  a wealthy  Roman  indulged  himfelf  in  the  cheap  chap. 
amufement  of  breaking  and  fatisfying  the  law  of  the  twelve  tables,  . f 

Veratius  ran  through  the  ftrccts  ftriking  on  the  face  the  inoffenfive 
paflengers,  and  and  his  attendant  purfe-bearer  immediately  lilenced 
their  clamours  by  the  legal  tender  of  twenty-five  pieces  of  copper, 
about  the  value  of  one  {hilling ,78.  The  equity  of  the  prators 
examined  and  eftimated  the  didinct  merits  of  each  particular  com- 
plaint. In  the  adjudication  of  civil  damages,  the  magiftrate  affumed 
a right  to  confidcr  the  various  circumllances  of  time  and  place,  of 
age  and  dignity,  which  may  aggravate  the  lhamc  and  fufferings  of 
the  injured  perfon;  but  if  he  admitted  the  idea  of  a fine,  a punilh- 
ment,  an  example,  he  invaded  the  province,  though,  perhaps,  he 
fupplied  the  defedU,  of  the  criminal  law. 

The  execution  of  the  Alban  dictator,  who  was  difmembered  by  PunUhment.*. 
eight  horfes,  is  reprefented  by  Livy  as  the  firft  and  the  lad  inftance 
of  Roman  cruelty  in  the  punilhment  of  the  moil  atrocious  crimes*”. 

But  this  ail  of  juftice,  or  revenge,  was  infliiled  on  a foreign  enemy 
in  the  heat  of  viitory,  and  at  the  command  of  a fingle  man.  The  Severity  of 
twelve  tables  afford  a more  decifive  proof  of  the  national  fpirit,  fince  tables, 
they  were  framed  by  the  wiled  of  the  fenate,  and  accepted  by  the 
free  voices  of  the  people;  yet  thefe  laws,  like  the  fiatutes  of 
Draco are  written  in  characters  of  blood They  approve  the 
inhuman  and  unequal  principle  of  retaliation;  and  the  forfeit  of  an 


170  Aulus  GelHus  (No&.  Attic.  xx.  i.) 
borrowed  this  liory  from  the  Cosimentavies 
of  Qc  Labeo  on  the  xii  tables. 

1J*  The  narrative  of  Livy  (i.  28.)  is  weighty 
and  folemn.  At  tu  diftis  Albane  manerc*  is 
an  harfh  reflexion,  unworthy  of  Virgil's  hu- 
manity (yEnciJ,  viii.  643.).  Heyne,  with 
his  ufual  good  tartc,  obferves  that  the  fubjeft 
was  too  horrid  for  the  ihicld  of  .Eneas 
(tom.  iii.  p.  229.). 

4,1  The  age  of  Draco  (Olympiad  xxxix. 
5 

& 


1.)  is  fixed  by  Sir  John  Marfhnra  (Canon 
Chronicus,  p.  593—596.)  and  Corftni  (Falli 
A tcici,  tom.  iii.  p.  62  ).  For  his  laws,  fee 
the  writers  on  the  government  of  Athens,  Si- 
gonius,  Meurfms,  Potter,  fire. 

‘7J  The  vii1*  de  delicti*,  of  the  xii  tables  is 
delineated  by  Gravina  (Opp.  p.  292,  293. 
with  a Commentary,  p.  21 4—230.).  Aulus 
Gellius  (xx.  1.)  and  the  Collatio  Legum  Mo. 
faicarum  et  Roman  arum  afford  much  original 
information. 
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C ?.  Cj-e  for  an  eye,  a tooth  for  a tooth,  a limb  for  a limb,  is  rigoroufly 
exacted,  unlcfs  the  offender  can  redeem  his  pardon  by  a fine  of  three 
hundred  pounds  of  copper.  The  decemvirs  diftnbuted  with  much 
liberality  the  flightcr  chaftifements  of  flagellation  and  fervitude  ; and 
nine  crimes  of  a very  different  complexion  are  adjudged  worthy  of 
death.  I.  Any  a£t  of  treafon  againft  the  flatc,  or  of  correfpondence 
with  the  public  enemy.  The  mode  of  execution  was  painful  and 
ignominious : the  head  of  the  degenerate  Roman  was  fhrouded  in 
a veil,  his  hands  were  tied  behind  his  back,  and,  after  he  had  been 
fcourged  by  the  lidior,  he  was  fufpended  in  the  midft  of  the  forum 
on  a crofs,  or  inaufpicious  tree.  2.  Nodlurnal  meetings  in  the  city; 
whatever  might  be  the  pretence,  of  pleafure  or  religion,  or  the 
public  good.  3.  The  murder  of  a citizen ; for  which  the  common 
feelings  of  mankind  demand  the  blood  of  the  murderer.  Poifon  is 
ftill  more  odious  than  the  fword  or  dagger;  and  we  are  furprifed  to 
difeover,  in  two  flagitious  events,  how  early  fuch  fubtle  wickednefs 
had  infcdled  the  fimplicity  of  the  republic,  and  the  chafle  virtues  of 
the  Roman  matrons”*.  The  parricide  who  violated  the  duties  of 
nature  and  gratitude,  was  call  into  the  river  or  the  fea,  inclofed  in  a 
fack ; and  a cock,  a viper,  a dog,  and  a monkey,  were  fucceflively  added 
as  the  moft  fuitable  companions'”.  Italy  produces  no  monkies; 
but  the  want  could  never  be  felt,  tilf  the  middle  of  the  fixth  century 


174  Livy  mentions  two  remarkable  and  fla- 
gitious wras,  of  3000  per  Tons  accufed,  and  of 
190  noble  matrons  convicted,  of  the  crime  of 
poi Toning  (xl.  43.  viii.  18,).  Mr.  Hume  dif- 
criminatet  the  ages  of  private  and  public 
virtue  (E  flays,  vol.  i,  p.  22,  23  ).  I would 
rather  fay  that  fuch  ebullitions  of  rnifehief 
(as  in  France  in  the  year  1680)  arc  accidents 
and  prodigies  which  leave  no  marks  on  the 
manners  of  a nation. 

1,5  The  xii  Tables  and  Cicero  (pro  Rofcio 
A merino,  c.  25,  26.)  are  con:  nt  with  the 
fack ; Scncca  (Excerpt.  Coo  trove  rf.  v.  4.) 


adorns  it  with  ferpents ; Juvenal  pities  the 
guiltlcfi  monkey  (innoxia  fimia— Satir.  xiii. 
156.).  Hadrian  (apud  Doflcheuni  Magiflrum, 
1.  its.  c.  16.  p.  874 — 876.  with  Schuhing's 
Note),  Modeflinus  (Pande&.  xlviii.  tit.  ix« 
leg.  9.),  Conflantine  (Cod.  1.  ix.  tit.  xvii.), 
anJ  Juflinian  (inilitut.  I.  ir.  tit.  xviii.),  enu- 
merate ail  the  companions  of  the  parricide. 
But  this  fanciful  execution  was  Amplified  in 
pradice.  Hodie  inmen  vivi  exuruntur  vel  ad 
beflias  dantur  (Paul,  Scntent.  Recept.  1.  v. 
tit.  xxiv.  p.512.  edit.  Schuliing). 
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firft  revealed  the  guilt  of  a parricide  ,7\  4.  The  malice  of  an  incendiary.  CHAP. 
After  the  previous  ceremony  of  whipping,  he  himfclf  was  delivered  •,  ,f 

to  the  flames ; and  in  this  example  alone  our  reafon  is  tempted  to 
applaud  the  juftice  of  retaliation.  5.  Judicial  perjury.  The  corrupt 
or  malicious  witnefs  was  thrown  headlong  from  the  Tarpeian  rock 
to  expiate  his  falfehood,  winch  was  rendered  ftill  more  fatal  by  the 
feverity  of  the  penal  laws,  and  the  deiiciency  of  written  evidence. 

6.  The  corruption  of  a judge,  who  accepted  bribes  to  pronounce 
an  iniquitous  fcntence.  7.  Libels  and  latircs,  whole  rude  drains 
fometimes  didurbed  the  peace  of  an  illiterate  city.  The  author  was 
beaten  with  clubs,  a worthy  challifeincnt,  but  it  is  not  certain  that 
he  was  left  to  expire  under  the  blows  of  the  executioner1''.  8.  The 
no&urnal  mifehief  of  damaging  or  dedroying  a neighbour’s  corn. 

The  criminal  was  fufpended  as  a grateful  vidtira  to  Ceres.  But  the 
fylvan  deities  were  lefs  implacable,  and  the  extirpation  of  a more 
valuable  tree  was  compenfated  by  the  moderate  fine  of  twenty-five 
pounds  of  copper.  9 Magical  incantations ; which  had  power,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Latian  Ihepherds,  to  exhaud  the  drength  of  an 
enemy,  to  extinguifh  his  life,  and  to  remove  from  their  feats  his 
deep-rooted  plantations.  The  cruelty  of  the  twelve  tables  againd 
infolvent  debtors  dill  remains  to  be  told ; and  I lhall  dare  to  prefer 
the  literal  fenfe  of  antiquity,  to  the  fpecious  refinements  of  modern 
criticifin ,’\  After  the  judicial  proof  or  confcffion  of  the  debt. 


,7*  The  firrt  parricide  at  Rome  wasL.Ortius,  libels  a capital  offence:  cum  perpaocai  res 
after  ihe  fecond  Tunic  war  (Plutarch  in  Ro-  capite  fanxifient— ftrpaacai  f 
mulo,  tom.  i.  p.  57.)*  During  the  Cimbric,  Bynkcrfhoek  (Obfervat.  Juris  Rom.  1.  i. 

T.  M .FI  col  us  was  guilty  of  the  full  matricide  c.  t.  in  Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  9, 10,  1 1.)  labours  to 
(Liv.  E pi  tom.  !.  lxviii.).  prove  that  the  creditors  divided  not  the/ps/jr, 

Hrrace  talks  of  the  formidine  fuflis  but  the  price.,  of  the  infolvent  debtor.  Yet  his 
(t.  ii.  epill.  ii.  154.);  but  Cicero  (de  Rcpub-  interpretation  isone  perpetual harfh  metaphor; 
lica,  1.  iv.  apud  Auguftin.  de  Civitat.  Dcr,  nor  can  he  furmounc  the  Roman  authorities 
ix.6.  in  Fragment.  Philofoph.  tom. iii.p. 79$.  of  Quintilian,  Crcilius,  Fa  von;  us,  and  Tcr- 
edit.  Olivet)  afliriirt  that  the  decemvirs  made  tullian.  See  Gcllius,  Noft.  Attic,  xvi. 

3 F . thirty 
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CHAP. 

xliv. 


Abolition  < 
oblivion  of 
peuii 


thirty  days  of  grace  were  allowed  before  a Roman  was  delivered  into 
the  power  of  his  fellow-citizen.  In  this  private  prifon,  twelve 
ounces  of  rice  were  his  daily  food ; he  might  be  bound  with  a chain 
of  fifteen  pounds  weight;  and  his  mifery  was  thrice  expoled  in  the 
market-place,  to  folicit  the  compafTion  of  his  friends  and  country- 
men. At  the  expiration  of  lixty  days,  the  debt  was  difeharged  by 
the  lofs  of  liberty  or  life;  the  infolvcnt  debtor  was  cither  put  to 
death,  or  fold  in  foreign  flavery  beyond  the  Tyber:  but  if  feveral 
creditors  were  alike  obflinate  and  unrelenting,  they  might  legally 
dilineinbcr  his  body,  and  fatiate  their  revenge  by  this  horrid  par- 
tition. The  advocates  for  this  favage  law  have  infilled,  that  it 
mull  flrongly  operate  in  deterring  idlenefs  and  fraud  from  contrad- 
ing  debts  which  they  were  unable  to  difeharge;  but  experience 
would  dillipate  this  falutary  terror,  by  proving,  that  no  creditor 
could  be  found  to  exad  this  unprofitable  penalty  of  life  or  limb. 
As  the  manners  of  Rome  were  infenfibly  polilhed,  the  criminal 
code  of  the  decemvirs  was  abolilhed  by  the  humanity  of  accufers, 
witnelfcs,  and  judges;  and  impunity  became  the  confequence  of 
immoderate  rigour.  The  Porcian  and  Valerian  laws  prohibited  the 
niagillrates  from  infliding  on  a free  citizen  any  capital,  or  even 
corporal  puniihtnent;  and  the  obfolete  (latutes  of  blood  were  artfully, 
and  perhaps  truly,  aferibed  to  the  fpirit,  not  of  patrician,  but  of 
regal,  tyranny. 

In  the  abfence  of  penal  laws  and  the  infuflicicncy  of  civil  adions, 
the  peace  and  juftice  of  the  city  were  imperfcdly  maintained  by  the 
private  jurifdidion  of  the  citizens.  The  malcfadors  who  replenilh 
our  gaols,  are  the  outcalls  of  focicty,  and  the  crimes  for  which 
they  fuffer  may  be  commonly  aferibed  to  ignorance,  poverty,  and 
brutal  appetite.  For  the  perpetration  of  fimilar  enormities,  a vile 
plebeian  might  claim  and  abufe  the  facrcd  charader  cf  a member  of 
the  republic  : but,  on  the  proof  or  fufpieion  of  guilt,  the  Have,  or 
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the  ftranger,  was  nailed  to  a crofs,  and  this  ftri£t  and  fummary  C A P.  . 

juftice  might  be  excrcifed  without  reftraint  over  the  greateft  part  of  > , 

the  populace  of  Rome.  Each  family  contained  a domcftic  tribunal, 
which  not  was  confined,  like  that  of  the  pr;ctor,  to  the  cognizance 
of  external  adlions  : virtuous  principles  and  habits  were  inculcated  by 
the  difeipline  of  education  j and  the  Roman  father  was  accountable 
to  the  Rate  for  the  manners  of  his  children,  fince  he  difpofed,  with- 
out appeal,  of  their  life,  their  liberty,  and  their  inheritance.  In 
fomc  prefting  emergencies,  the  citizen  was  authorifed  to  avenge  his 
private  or  public  wrongs.  The  confent  of  the  Jewifh,  the  Athenian, 
and  the  Roman  laws,  approved  the  (laughter  of  the  no&urnal  thief; 
though  in  open  day-light,  a robber  could  not  be  (lain  without  fome 
previous  evidence  of  danger  and  complaint.  Whoever  furprifed  an 
adulterer  in  his  nuptial  bed  might  freely  exercife  his  revenge ; 
the  mod  bloody  or  wanton  outrage  was  excufed  by  the  provoca- 
tion"0; nor  was  it  before  the  reign  of  Auguftus  that  the  hulband 
was  reduced  to  weigh  the  rank  of  the  offender,  or  that  the  parent 
was  condemned  to  facrifice  his  daughter  with  her  guilty  feducer. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  kings,  the  ambitious  Roman  who  (hould 
dare  to  afiume  their  title  or  imitate  their  tyranny,  was  devoted  to 
the  infernal  gods  : each  of  his  fellow-citizens  was  armed  with  the 
fword  of  juftice  ; and  the  att  of  Brutus,  however  repugnant  to  gra- 
titude or  prudence,  had  been  already  famflified  by  the  judgment  of 
his  country The  barbarous  practice  of  wearing  arms  in  the 

mid  ft 

179  The  firft  fpecch  of  Lyfias  (Retflte,  Ora-  (Catull.  p.  4!,  42*  *dit.  Voffiar.).  H’inc 
tor.  Grarc.  tom.  v.  p.  2 — 48.)  if  in  defence  of  mugilis  intrat  (Juvenal,  hatir.  x.  317.). 
an  hulband  who  had  killed  the  adulterer.  Hone  permihxrrc  caJoncs  (Florat.  !.  i.  S*rir, 

The  right  of  hulbands  and  fathers  at  Rome  li.  44.)  familiar  flupramium  dedit.  . . fraudi 
nod  Athens  is  difeuded  with  much  learning  non  fuit^Val.  Maxim.  1.  vi.  c.  1.  N°  13.). 
by  Dr,  Taylor  (Lc&ioncs  Lvfucx,  c.  xi.  in  **'  T his  law  is  noticed  by  Livy  (ti.  S.)  and 
Rrifke,  tom.  vi.  p.  301—308.).  Plutarch  (io  Publicoln,  tom.  i.  p.  187.) ; and 

lso  See  Cafaubon  ad  Athenxum,  1.  i.  c.  $.  it  fully  jullihes  the  public  opinion  on  the 
p.  19.  Pcrcurrcnt  raphanique  mogilcfque  death  of  CxJ'ar,  which  Suetonius  could  pub-  t 
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CHAP 
XLIV. 
v.  — „ 


Revival  of 
capital  pu- 
oifhmcnu. 


mid  ft  of  peace’",  and  the  bloody  maxims  of  honour,  were  unknown 
to  the  Romans ; and,  during  the  two  pureft  ages,  from  the  cfta- 
blilhment  of  equal  freedom  to  the  end  of  the  Punic  wars,  the  city 
was  never  difturbed  by  fedition,  and  rarely  polluted  with  atrocious 
crimes.  The  failure  of  penal  laws  was  more  fenfibly  felt  when 
every  vice  was  inflamed  by  faction  at  home  and  dominion  abroad. 
In  the  time  of  Cicero,  each  private  citizen  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
anarchy : each  miniftcr  of  the  republic  was  exalted  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  regal  power,  and  their  virtues  are  entitled  to  the  warmcft 
praife  as  the  fpontaneous  fruits  of  nature  or  philofophy.  After  a 
triennial  indulgence  of  lull,  rapine,  and  cruelty,  Verrcs,  the  tyrant 
of  Sicily,  could  only  be  fued  for  the  pecuniary  reftitution  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ; and  fuch  was  the  temper  of  the- 
laws,  the  judges,  and  perhaps  the  accufer  himfelf'",  that  on  re- 
funding a thirteenth  part  of  his  plunder,  Verres  could  retire  to  an 
eafy  and  luxurious  exile'*4. 

The  firft  imperfedi  attempt  to  reftore  the  proportion  of  crimes 
and  punilhments,  was  made  by  the  didator  Sylla,  who  in  the  midli 
of  his  fanguinary  triumph,  afpired  to  reftrain  the  licence,  rather 
than  to  opprefs  the  liberty,  of  the  Romans.  He  gloried  in  the  ar- 
bitrary profeription  of  four  thoufand  feven  hundred  citizens’".  But 

in 


lilh  under  the  Imperial  government.  Jure 
cafu»  exittimatur  (in  Julio,  c.  76.).  Read 
the  letters  that  patted  between  Cicero  and 
Matius  a few  months  after  the  ides  of  March 
(ad  Fam,  xi.  27,  28.). 

1,1  rifWTCt  a9t*«43»  tw  n xctTiforro. 

Thucydid.  Li.  c.  6.  The  hittorian  who  con* 
Aden  this  circumttance  as  the  tett  of  civiliza- 
tion, would  difdain  the  barbarifm  of  an  Euro- 
pean court. 

1,1  He  firtt  rated  at  ruiliitt  (800,000/.)  the 
damages  of  Sicily  (Divinatio  in  %Rtilium, 
c.  5.),  which  he  afterwards  reduced  to  qua- 


dringtntiti  (320,000 /. — 1 Afiio  in  Verrem, 
c.  18.),  and  was  finally  content  with  tricia 
(24,000/.).  Plutarch  (in  Ciceron.  tom.  iii. 
p.  1584.)  has  not  dittcmblcd  the  popular  fuf- 
picioo  and  report. 

Verres  lived  near  thirty  years  after  hi* 
trial,  till  the  fecond  triumvirate,  when  he  was 
preferibed  by  the  taftc  of  Mark-Antony  for 
the  Like  of  his  Corinthian  plate  (Pliiu  Hitt. 
Natur.  xxjtiv.  3.). 

1,5  Such  is  the  number  afitgned  by  Vale- 
rius Maximus  (1.  ix.  c.  2.  N°  1.).  Floras 
(iv.  21.)  diftinguittics  2000  fenators  and 

knights. 
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in  the  charadter  of  a Icgiflator,  he  refpeded  the  prejudices  of  the  C H^A  P. 
times ; and  inftead  of  pronouncing  a fentence  of  death  againft  the  v_ — , — j 
robber  or  aflalTin,  the  general  who  betrayed  an  army,  or  the  magi- 
ftrate  who  ruined  a province,  Sylla  was  content  to  aggravate  the 
pecuniary  damages  by  the  penalty  of  exile,  or,  in  more  conftitu- 
tional  language,  by  the  interdiction  of  fire  and  water.  The  Cor- 
nelian, and  afterwards  the  Pompeian,  and  Julian,  Jaws  introduced 
a new  fyflem  of  criminal  jurifprudcnce"*;  and  the  emperors,  from 
Auguftus  to  Juftinian,  difguifed  their  encrcafing  rigour  under  the 
names  of  the  original  authors.  But  the  invention  and  frequent  ufe 
of  extraordinary  pains , proceeded  from  the  defire  to  extend  and 
conceal  the  progrefs  of  defpotifm.  In  the  condemnation  of  illuftri- 
ous  Romans,  the  fenatc  was  always  prepared  to  confound,  at  the 
will  of  their  mailers,  the  judicial  and  legiflativc  powers.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  governors  to  maintain  the  peace  of  their  province,  by 
the  arbitrary  and  rigid  adminillration  of  jufticc  ; the  freedom  of  the 
city  evaporated  in  the  extent  of  empire,  and  the  Spanilh  malefadtor, 
who  claimed  the  privilege  of  a Roman,  was  elevated  by  the  com- 
mand of  Galba  on  a fairer  and  more  lofty  crofs  Occafional  re- 
fcripts  iflued  from  the  throne  to  decide  the  queftions  which,  by 
their  novelty  or  importance,  appeared  to  furpafs  the  authority  and 
difeernment  of  a proconful.  Tranfportation  and  beheading  were 
referved  for  honourable  perfons  ; meaner  criminals  were  either 


knights.  Appian  (de  Bell.  Civil.  I.i.  c.  95. 
tom.  ii.  p.  133*  edit.  Schwrighxufer)  more 
accurately  computes  40  victims  of  the  fenato- 
rian  rank,  and  >600  of  the  equeftrian  ccnfus 
or  order. 

,M  For  the  penal  laws  (Leges  Cornell*, 
Pompehe,  Jolix,  of  Sylla,  Pompey,  and  the 
Cxfcrs),  fee  the  fentcnccs  of  Paulus  (1.  iv. 
tit.  xviii — xxx.  p.497 — 5*8.  edit.Schulting), 
the  Gregorian  Code  (Fragment.  1.  xix.  p.  705, 
70$.  in  Schulung),  the  Collatio  Legum  Mo- 
8 

• i 


faicarum  et  Romanarum  (tit.  i — xv.)>  the 
TheoJofian  Code  (1.  ix.},  the  Code  of  Jufti- 
nian (1.  ix.),  the  PandeAs  (xlviii.),  the  In- 
ftitutr?  (1.  iv,  tit.  xviii.),  and  the  Greek  ver- 
fion  of  Theophilus  (p.  917— 926.). 

1,1  Jt  was  a guardian  who  had  poifoned 
his  ward.  The  crime  was  atrocious ; yet  the 
puniihmcnt  is  reckoned  by  Suetonius  (c.  9,) 
among  the  ads  in  which  Galba  (hewed  him- 
fclf  accr  40emcns,  et  in  ccliAis  coercendis 
immodicus. 
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C h a P.  hanged  or  burnt,  or  buried  in  the  mines,  or  expoled  to  the  wild 
i beads  of  the  amphitheatre.  Armed  robbers  were  purfued  and  ex- 
tirpated as  the  enemies  of  fociety  ; the  driving  away  horfes  or  cattle 
was  made  a capital  offence1" ; but  fimple  theft  was  uniformly  con- 
fidered  as  a mere  civil  and  private  injur)'.  The  degrees  of  guilt, 
and  the  modes  of  punifhment,  were  too  often  determined  by  the 
diferetion  of  the  rulers,  and  the  fuhjeft  was  left  in  ignorance  of 
the  legal  danger  which  he  might  incur  by  every  action  of  his 
life. 

Mr. flirt  of  A fin,  a vice,  a crime,  are  the  objects  of  theology,  ethics,  and 

£Ul1'  j urifprudence.  Whenever  their  judgments  agree,  they  corroborate 

each  other;  but  as  often  as  they  differ,  a prudent  legiflator  ap- 
preciates the  guilt  and  punifhment  according  to  the  meafure  of  fo- 
cial  injury.  On  this  principle,  the  mod  daring  attack  on  the  life 
and  property  of  a private  citizen,  is  judged  lefs  atrocious  than  the 
crime  of  treafon  or  rebellion,  which  invades  the  majtfly  of  the  re- 
public : the  obfequious  civilians  unanimoufly  pronounced,  that  the 
republic  is  contained  in  the  perfon  of  its  chief ; and  the  edge  of  the 
Julian  law  was  fharpened  by  the  inceffint  diligence  of  the  em- 
perors. The  licentious  commerce  of  the  fexes  may ‘be  tolerated  as 
an  impulle  of  nature,  or  forbidden  as  a fource  of  diforder  anti  cor- 
ruption : but  the  fame,  the  fortunes,  the  family  of  the  hufband,  are 
ferioufly  injured  by  the  adultery  of  the  wife.  The  wifdom  of 
Auguftus,  after  curbing  the  freedom  of  revenge,  applied  to  this 
domcftic  offence  the  animadverfion  of  the  laws : and  the  guilty 
parties,  after  the  payment  of  heavy  forfeitures  and  finc3,  were  con- 


The  abaefcores  or  ahi^eatores,  who  drove 
one  herfc,  or  two  mares  or  oxen*  or  live  h.  g«, 
or  ten  pout*,  were  fat  j-cl  to  capital  punilh- 
ment  (/aul,  Srntent.  Rrccpt.  I iv.  lit.  xiiii. 
p.  4}"r  498.).  Hadrian  (ad  Concil.  Rxticx), 

9 


mod  fevere  where  the  offence  was  mol)  fie • 
rju»r»ft  condemns  the  criminals,  ad  gladiam, 
JuJi  damnati  nein  (Ulpian,  de  Ofricio  Pro- 
confulis,  I.  viii.  in  Collatione  Lcguxn  M 0- 
faic.  e:  Rom.  lit.  xi.  p.  235  ). 

demned 
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demneil  to  long  or  perpetual  exile  in  two  feparate  iflands  Re- 
ligion  pronounces  an  equal  cenfure  againft  the  infidelity  of  the  huf- 
band ; but  as  it  is  not  accompanied  by  the  fame  civil  effeds,  the 
wife  was  never  permitted  to  vindicate  her  wrongs  ; and  the  difi. 
tindion  of  fimple  or  double  adultery,  fo  familiar  and  fo  important 
in  the  canon  law,  is  unknown  to  the  jurifprudcnce  of  the  Code 
and  Pandeds.  I touch  with  reludance,  and  difpatch  with  impa- 
tience, a more  odious  vice,  of  which  modefty  rejeds  the  name, 
and  nature  abominates  the  idea.  The  primitive  Romans  were  in- 
feded  by  the  example  of  the  Etrufcans  '**  and  Greeks1'*:  in  the 
mad  abufe  of  profperity  and  power,  every  pleafure  that  is  innocent 
was  deemed  infipid ; and  the  Scatinian  law  *M,  which  had  been 
extorted  by  an  ad  of  violence,  was  infenfibly  abolithed  by  the  lapfe 
of  time  and  the  multitude  of  criminals.  By  this  law,  the  rape,  per- 
haps the  fedudion,  of  an  ingenuous  youth,  was  compenfated,  as  a 
perfonal  injury,  by  the  poor  damages  of  ten  thoufand  feflerccs  or 
fourlcore  pounds ; the  raviflier  might  be  flain  by  the  refillance  or 


1,9  Till  the  publication  of  the  Julius  Pau- 
Jus  of  Schol'ing  (l.  ii.  tit.  xxvi.  p.  317 — 
323.)*  it  was  affirmed  and  believed,  that  the 
Julian  laws  punifhed  adultery  with  death  ; and 
the  raiftake  arofe  from  the  fraud  or  error  of 
Tnbonian.  Yet  Lrpfius  had  fufpe&ed  the 
truth  from  the  narrative*  of  Tacitus  (Annul, 
ii.  50.  iii.  24.  iv.  42.),  and  even  from  the 
practice  of  Augo&us,  who  diftinguifhed  the 
ttta/cmmllt  frailties  of  his  female  kindred. 

*9°  ]n  cafes  of  adultery,  Severus  confined 
to  the  h '(bind  the  right  of  public  accuf&tion 
(Cod.  Juiltnian.  !.  ix.  tit.  ix.  leg.  t.).  Nor 
is  this  privilege  urjuft— fo  different  are  the 
efirfti  of  male  or  female  infidelity. 

191  Timon  (1.  i.)  and  Theopompus  (1.  xliii. 
tpud  Athenxum,  1.  xii.  p.  5 17.)  deferibe  the 
luxury  and  lull  of  the  Etrufcans : p,,  tw 

1 » ‘ (Hi  T&K 

About  the  lame  period  (A.  U.  C.  445)  the 


Roman  youth  fludied  in  Etruria  (Liv,  ix. 
36). 

1,1  The  Pcrfians  had  been  corrupted  in  the 
fame  fchool  J xv'  EUr>»  fuiO'.rri,-  xxtci  pwytir-i 
(Hcrodot.  1.  i.  c.  135  ).  A curious  difTcrtA* 
lion  might  he  formed  on  the  introduction  of 
p.uderafty  after  the  time  of  Homer,  its  pro- 
grefs  among  the  Greeks  of  Afja  and  Europe, 
the  vehemence  of  their  paflions,  and  the  thin 
device  of  virtue  and  fricndfhip  which  amufed 
the  philofophcrs  of  Athens.  But,  fcelera  often* 
di  oportec  dum  puniuntur,  abfeondi  fUgitia. 

191  The  name,  the  date,  end  the  providers 
of  this  law,  are  equally  doubtful  (Graving, 
Opp.  p.  432,  453.  lleineccius.  Hill.  Jur. 
Rom.  Ng  10S.  Krnerti,  Ciav.  Ciceron.  in 
Indice  Lcgum).  But  l will  obferve  that  the 
ntfanda  Venus  of  the  honeft  German  is  ftylcd 
avtrfa  by  the  more  polite  Italian. 

revenge 
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c H A P.  revenge  of  chaftity ; and  I wilh  to  believe,  that  at  Rome,  as  In 
Athens,  the  voluntary  and  effeminate  deferter  of  his  fex  was  degraded 
from  the  honours  and  the  rights  of  a citizen  '**.  But  the  pradlice  of 
vice  was  not  difeouraged  by  the  feverity  of  opinion : the  indelible 
ftain  of  manhood  was  confounded  with  the  more  venial  tranfgrel- 
fions  of  fornication  and  adultery,  nor  was  the  licentious  lover  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fame  dilhonour  which  be  impreffed  on  the  male  or 
female  partner  of  his  guilt.  From  Catullus  to  Juvenal the  poets 
accufe  and  celebrate  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  the  reforma- 
tion of  manners  was  feebly  attempted  by  the  reafon  and  authority 
of  the  civilians,  till  the  mod  virtuous  of  the  Caffars  proferibed  the 
fin  againli  nature  as  a crime  againft  fociety 

A new  fpirit  of  legiflation,  rcfpe&able  even  in  its  error,  arefe 
in  the  empire  with  the  religion  of  Conftantine'”.  The  laws  of 
Mofes  were  received  as  the  divine  original  of  juftice,  and  the 
Chriftian  princes  adapted  their  penal  ftatutes  to  the  degrees  of  moral 
and  religious  turpitude.  Adultery  was  firft  declared  to  be  a capital 
offence;  the  frailty  of  the  fexes  was  affimilatcd  to  poifon  or  affaffina- 
tion,  to  forcery  or  parricide ; the  fame  penalties  were  infli&ed  on 
the  paflive  and  adlive  guilt  of  pxderafty ; and  all  criminals  of  free 
or  fervile  condition  were  cither  drowned  or  beheaded,  or  caft  alive 
into  the  avenging  flames.  The  adulterers  were  fpared  by  the 


Rigour  of 
«h ; Chrillian 

. emperors. 


See  the  oration  of  iCfchines  againft  the 
catamite  Timarchus  (in  Keilkc,  Orator.  Grace, 
tom.  i'ti.  p.  a 1— >184.). 

***  A crowd  of  disgraceful  paflages  will 
force  themfelves  on  the  memory  of  the  clnffic 
reader:  I will  only  remind  him  of  the  cool 
declaration  of  Ovid : 

Odtcontubitusqui  non  utrumqoe  refolvunt. 

1 Jo  ’ eft  quod  puer&m  tangar  amo'C  mittttj. 

194  iEliu<  Lampridius,  in  Vit.  Hehogabal. 
in  Hill.  Auguft.  p.  112.  Aurelius  Vidor,  in 
Pbilippo.  Codex  TheodoC  l.ix.  tit.  vii.  leg.  7. 


aod  Godefroy's  Commentary,  tom.  iii.  p.  63. 
Theodofius  aoolifhed  the  fubterraneous  bro- 
thels of  Rome,  in  which  the  proftitution  of 
both  fixes  was  aded  with  impunity. 

101  Sec  the  laws  of  Cocftaniinc  and  his 
fucceftbrs  againft  adultery,  fodomy,  Ac.  in 
the  Theodofian  (1.  ix.  tit.  vii.  leg.  7.  I.  xi. 
tit.  xxxvi.  leg.  1.  4.)  and  Juftinian  Codes 
(I.  ix.  tiu  ix.  leg.  30,  31.).  Thcfe  princes 
fpealc  the  language  of  paffion  as  well  as  of 
juftice,  and  fraudulently  aferibe  their  own  fe- 
ver it  y to  the  firft  Cxfars. 

common 
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common  fympathy  of  mankind ; but  the  lovers  of  their  own  fex 
were  purfued  by  general  and  pious  indignation : the  impure  manners 
of  Greece  Hill  prevailed  in  the  cities  of  Alia,  and  every  vice  was 
fomented  by  the  celibacy  of  the  monks  and  clergy.  Juftinian  re- 
laxed the  punilhment  at  leaft  of  female  infidelity;  the  guilty  fpoufe 
was  only  condemned  to  folitude  and  penance,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
years  fhe  might  be  recalled  to  the  arms  of  a forgiving  hufband. 
But  the  fame  emperor  declared  himfelf  the  implacable  enemy  of 
unmanly  lull,  and  the  cruelty  of  his  perfection  can  fcarcely  be 
excufed  by  the  purity  of  his  motives'8*.  In  defiance  of  every 
principle  of  jullice,  he  ftretched  to  paft  as  well  as  future  offences  the 
operations  of  his  edidts,  whh  the  previous  allowance  of  a fhort 
refpite  for  confeflion  and  pardon.  A painful  death  was  inflicted  by 
the  amputation  of  the  finful  inftrument,  or  the  infertion  of  fliarp 
reeds  into  the  pores  and  tubes  of  raoft  exquifite  fenfibility;  and 
Juftinian  defended  the  propriety  of  the  execution,  fince  the  criminals 
would  have  loft  their  hands  had  they  been  convidted  of  facrilegc. 
In  this  ftate  of  difgrace  and  agony,  two  bilhops,  Ifaiah  of  Rhodes, 
and  Alexander  of  Diofpolis,  were  dragged  through  the  ftreets  of 
Conftantinople,  while  their  brethren  were  admonifhed  by  the  voice 
of  a cryer,  to  obferve  this  awful  leffon,  and  not  to  pollute  the 
fandtity  of  their  charadter.  Perhaps  thefe  prelates  were  innocent. 
A fcntence  of  death  and  infamy  was  often  founded  on  the  flight 
and  fufpicious  evidence  of  a child  or  a fervant:  the  guilt  of  the 
green  fadlion,  of  the  rich,  and  of  the  enemies  of  Theodora,  was 
prefumed  by  the  judges,  and  pxdcrafty  became  the  crime  of  thofe  to 
whom  no  crime  could  be  imputed.  A French  philofopher188  has 
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Juftinian,  Novel.  Ixxvli.  cxxxiv.  evli. 
Procopius,  in  Anecdot.  c.  11.  16.  with  the 
Notes  of  Alcmar.nus.  Theophancs,  p.  i$i. 
Ccdrenus,  p.  368.  Zonarxs,  1.  xiv,  p.  64. 
109  Montefquicu,  Efprit  dcs  Loix,  1.  xii. 

Vo L.  IV.  ? 


c.  6.  That  eloquent  philofopher  conciliates 
the  rights  of  liberty  and  of  nature,  which 
flioufd  never  be  placed  in  oppoiltion  to  each 
other. 
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CHAP.  Jared  to  remark,  that  whatever  is  fecret  mull  be  doubtful,  and  that 
. XL1V‘  , our  natural  horror  of  vice  may  be  abufed  as  an  engine  of  tyranny. 

But  the  favourable  perfuafion  of  the  fame  writer,  that  a legiflator 
may  confide  in  the  tafle  and  reafon  of  mankind,  is  impeached  by  the 
unwelcome  difcovery  of  the  antiquity  and  extent  of  the  difeafe“°. 
judgments  of  The  fi%e  citizens  of  Athens  and  Rome  enjoyed,  in  all  criminal 
thepeopk.  thc  ;nvaluable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  country  M‘. 

1.  The  adminiftration  of  juflice  is  the  mod  ancient  office  of  a prince: 
it  was  excrcifed  by  the  Roman  kings,  and  abufed  by  Tarquin  ; who 
alone,  without  law  or  council,  pronounced  his  arbitrary  judgments. 
The  firft  confuls  fuccecded  to  this  regal  prerogative ; but  the  facrcd 
right  of  appeal  foon  aboliffied  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  all  public  caufes  were  decided  by  thc  fupreme  tribunal  of  the 
people.  But  a wild  democracy,  fuperior  to  the  forms,  too  often 
difdains  the  effential  principles,  of  juflice : the  pride  of  dcfpotifm 
was  envenomed  by  plebeian  envy,  and  thc  heroes  of  Athens 
might  fometimes  applaud  the  happinefs  of  the  Perfian,  whole  fate 
depended  on  the  caprice  of  a Jingle  tyrant.  Some  falutary  rcflraints, 
impofed  by  the  people  on  their  own  paflions,  were  at  once  the  caute 
and  effect  of  the  gravity  and  temperance  of  the  Romans.  The 


100  For  the  corruption  of  P-»leftine,  2000 
years  before  the  Chriftian  jera,  fee  the  hillory 
and  laws  of  Mofcs.  Ancient  Gaul  is  ftigma- 
tifed  by  Diodorus  Siculus  ( tom.  i.I.v.  p.356  ), 
China  by  the  Mahometan  and  Chriftian  tra- 
vellers (Ancient  Relations  of  India  and  Chi- 
na, p.  34.  tranflated  by  Rcnaudot,  and  his 
bitter  critic  the  Tcrc  Premare,  Lettrcs  Edi- 
fiantes,  tom.  xix.  p.  435-),  and  native  Ame- 
rica by  the  Spanilh  hillorians  (Garcilaflo  de 
la  Vega,  1.  iii.  c.  13.  Rycaut’s  tranllation  ; 
and  Diclionaire  dc  Baylc,  tom.  iii.  p.  88.). 
I believe,  and  hope,  that  the  negroes,  in  their 
own  country,  were  exempt  from  this  moral 
pclliicnce. 


The  important  fubjeft  of  the  public 
qoeftions  and  judgments  at  Rome  is  ex- 
plained with  much  learning,  and  in  a claf- 
fic  liylc,  by  Charles  Sigonius  (1.  iii.  de 
Judiciis,  in  Opp.  tom.  iii.  679—864.)  ; and 
a good  abridgment  may  be  found  in  the 
Republique  Romaine  of  Beaufort  (tom.  ii. 
1.  v.  p.  1—12!.).  Thofe  who  wifh  for 
more  abftrufc  law,  may  ftudy  Noodt  (de 
Jurifdi&ione  et  Imperio  Libri  duo',  tom.  i. 
p.  93—134.),  HcincCcius  (ad  Pandett.  1.  i. 
et  ii.  ad  inllitut.  1.  iv.  tit.  xvii.  Element, 
ad  Amiquitat.),  and  Gravina  (Opp.  230— 
251). 
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right  of  accufation  was  confined  to  the  magiftrates.  A vote  of  c p. 

the  thirty-five  tribes  could  infli&  a fine ; but  the  cognizance  of  all  v_ — „ 

capital  crimes  was  referved  by  a fundamental  law  to  the  affembly  of 
the  centuries,  in  which  the  weight  of  influence  and  property  was 
fure  to  preponderate.  Repeated  proclamations  and  adjournments 
were  interpofed,  to  allow  time  for  prejudice  and  refentment  to  fubfide; 
the  whole  proceeding  might  be  annulled  by  a feafonable  omen,  or 
the  oppofition  of  a tribune;  and  fuch  popular  trials  were  commonly 
jefs  formidable  to  innocence,  than  they  were  favourable  to  guilt.  But 
this  union  of  the  judicial  and  Iegiflative  powers,  left  it  doubtful 
whether  the  accufed  party  was  pardoned  or  acquitted ; and  in  the 
defence  of  an  illuftrious  client,  the  orators  of  Rome  and  Athens 
addrefs  their  arguments  to  the  policy  and  benevolence,  as  well  as  to 
the  juflice  of  their  fovereign.  a.  The  tafk  of  convening  the 
citizens  for  the  trial  of  each  offender  became  more  difficult,  as  the 
citizens  and  the  offenders  continually  multiplied ; and  the  ready 
expedient  was  adopted  of  delegating  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  people 
to  the  ordinary  magiftrates,  or  to  extraordinary  inquifdort.  In  the 
firft  ages  thefe  queftions  were  rare  and  occafional.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  feventh  century  of  Rome  they  were  made  perpetual : four 
praetors  were  annually  empowered  to  fit  in  judgment  on  the  ftate 
offences  of  treafon,  extortion,  peculation,  and  bribery;  and  Sylla 
added  new  praetors  and  new  queftions  for  thofe  crimes  which  more 
diredtly  injure  the  fafety  of  individuals.  By  thefe  inquifttors  the 
trial  was  prepared  and  directed  ; but  they  could  only  pronounce  the 
fentencc  of  the  majority  of  judges , who  with  fome  truth,  and  more  Sdedtjudge,. 
prejudice,  have  been  compared  to  the  Englifh  juries*0*.  To  dif- 


The  office,  both  at  Rome  and  in  Eng-  it  peculiar  to  our  laws,  which  condemn  the 
land,  mud  be  considered  as  an  occafioual  juryman  to  undergo  the  torture  from  whence 
duty,  and  not  a magistracy  or  profeffion.  they  have  exempted  the  criminal. 

But  the  obligation  of  an  unanimous  verdtfl 
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Affeffors. 


charge  this  important  though  burthenfome  office,  an  annual  lift 
of  ancient  and  refpe&able  citizens  was  formed  by  the  prmtor.  After 
many  conftitutional  ftruggles,  they  were  chofen  in  equal  numbers 
from  the  ienatc,  the  equeftrian  order,  and  the  people  j four  hundred 
and  fifty  were  appointed  for  fingle  queftions ; and  the  various  rolls 
or  dccurics  of  judges  mull  have  contained  the  names  of  fome  thou- 
fand  Romans,  who  reprefented  the  judicial  authority  of  the  flate. 
In  each  particular  caufc,  a fufficient  number  was  drawn  from  the 
urn  ; their  integrity  was  guarded  by  an  oath ; the  mode  of  ballot 
fecured  their  independence;  the  fufpicion  of  partiality  was  removed 
by  the  mutual  challenges  of  the  accufer  and  defendant;  and  the 
judges  of  Milo,  by  the  retrenchment  of  fifteen  on  each  fide,  were 
reduced  to  fifty-one  voices  or  tablets,  of  acquittal,  of  condemnation, 
or  of  favourable  doubt  3.  In  his  civil  jurifdiQion,  the  prator 
of  the  city  was  truly  a judge,  and  almoft  a lcgillator ; but  as  foon  as 
he  had  preferibed  the  a&ion  of  law,  he  often  referred  to  a delegate 
the  determination  of  the  fad.  With  the  increafe  of  legal  proceed- 
ings, the  tribunal  of  the  centumvirs,  in  which  he  prefided,  acquired 
more  weight  and  reputation.  But  whether  he  a&ed  alone,  or  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  the  moll  abfolute  powers  might  be  traded 
to  a magiftrate  who  was  annually  chofen  by  the  votes  of  the. 
people.  The  rules  and  precautions  of  freedom  have  required  fome 
explanation ; the  order  of  defpotifin  is  fimple  and  inanimate.  Be- 
fore the  age  of  Juftinian,  or  perhaps  of  Diocletian,  the  decuries  of 
Roman  judges  had  funk  to  an  empty  title:  the  humble  advice  of  the 
affielfors  might  be  accepted  or  defpifed  ; and  in  each  tribunal  the  civil: 
and  criminal  jurifdidion  was  adminiftered  by  a fingle  magiftrate, 
who  was  raifed  and  difgraced  by  the  will  of  the  emperor. 


We  are  Indebted  for  this  interefting  fnft 
to  a fragment  of  Afconius  Pedianus,  who 
flouriihed  under  the  reign  of  Tiberius.  The 


2 


lofs  of  his  Commentaries  on  the  Orations  of 
Cicero  has  deprived  us  of  a valuable  fund  of 
hiHorical  and  legal  knowledge. 

A Roman 
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A Roman  accufed  of  any  capital  crime  might  prevent  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  law  by  voluntary  exile,  or  death.  Till  his  guilt  had 
been  legally  proved,  his  innocence  was  prefumed,  and  his  perfon 
was  free : till  the  votes  of  the  lad  century  had  been  counted  and  de- 
clared, he  might  peaceably  fecede  to  any  of  the  allied  cities  of  Italy, 
or  Greece,  or  Afia“\  His  fame  and  fortunes  were  preferved,  at 
lead  to  his  children,  by  this  civil  death ; and  he  might  dill  be  happy 
in  every  rational  and  fenfual  enjoyment,  if  a mind  accudomed  to 
the  ambitious  tumult  of  Rome  could  fupport  the  uniformity  and 
filence  of  Rhodes  or  Athens.  A bolder  effort  was  required  to  efcape 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  Cxfars ; but  this  effort  was  rendered 
familiar  by  the  maxims  of  the  Stoics,  the  example  of  the  braved 
Romans,  and  the  legal  encouragements  of  fuicide.  The  bodies  of 
condemned  criminals  were  expofed  to  public  ignominy,  and  their 
children,  a more  ferious  evil,  were  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  con- 
fifeation  of  their  fortunes.  But  if  the  vhdims  of  Tiberius  and  Nero 
anticipated  the  decree  of  the  prince  or  fenate,  their  courage  and 
difpatch  were  recompenfed  by  the  applaufe  of  the  public,  the  decent 
honours  of  burial,  and  the  validity  of  their  tedaments”1.  The 
exquifite  avarice  and  cruelty  of  Domitian  appears  to  have  deprived 
the  unfortunate  of  this  lad  confolation,  and  it  was  dill  denied  even 
by  the  clemency  of  the  Antonines.  A voluntary  death,  which,  in 
the  cafe  of  a capital  offence,  intervened  between  the  accufation  and 
the  fentence,  was  admitted  as  a confelfion  of  guilt,  and  the  fpoils  of 
the  deceafed  were  fuzed  by  the  inhuman  claims  of  the  treafury 

Yet 

**♦  Polyb.  1.  vi.  p.  643.  The  extenfion  of  di.  Tacit.  Anna!,  vi.  25.  with  the  Notes  of 
the  empire  and  city  of  Home,  obliged  the  Lipfius. 

exile  to  fcck  a more  diftant  place  of  retire-  ace  Juliu*  Paului  (Sentent.  Recept.  1.  v. 
meof.  tit.  xii.  p.  476.)*  the  Pandeds  xiviiL 

Qui  de  fc  ftatuebant,  humahantur  cor-  tit.  xxi.),  the  Code  (I.  ix.  tit.  l ),  Bynker- 
pora,  manebaat  teft-menu ; pretium  feilinan-  fhoek  (tom.  i.  p.  59.  Oblcrvat.  J.  C.  R. 
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CHAP.  Yet  the  civilians  have  always  refpe&ed  the  natural  right  of  a citizen 

v . ■ ' j to  difpofe  of  his  life;  and  the  pofthumous  difgrace  invented  by 
Tarquin*”  to  check  the  dcfpair  of  his  fubje&s,  was  never  revived 
or  imitated  by  fucceeding  tyrants.  The  powers  of  this  world  have 
indeed  loft  their  dominion  over  him  who  is  refolved  on  death ; and 
his  arm  can  only  be  reftrained  by  the  religious  apprehenfion  of  a 
future  ftate.  Suicides  are  enumerated  by  Virgil  among  the  un- 
fortunate, rather  than  the  guilty  ; and  the  poetical  fables  of  the 
infernal  ihades  could  not  ferioufly  influence  the  faith  or  practice  of 
mankind.  But  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  or  the  church,  have  at 
length  impofed  a pious  fervitude  on  the  minds  of  Chriftians,  and 
condemn  them  to  exped,  without  a murmur,  the  laft  ftroke  of 
difeafe  or  the  executioner. 

Aborts  of  The  penal  ftatutes  form  a very  fmall  proportion  of  the  Axty-two 

civil  jurifpru-  . . , 

deuce.  books  of  the  Code  and  Pandects : and,  in  all  judicial  proceeding, 
the  life  or  death  of  a citizen  is  determined  with  lefs  caution  and 
delay  than  the  mod  ordinary  queftion  of  covenant  or  inheritance. 
This  Angular  diftindion,  though  fomething  may  be  allowed  for  the 
urgent  neceffity  of  defending  the  peace  of  fociety,  is  derived  from 
the  nature  of  criminal  and  civil  jurisprudence.  Our  duties  to  the 
ftate  are  Ample  and  uniform ; the  law  by  which  he  is  condemned, 

' is  inferibed  not  only  on  brafs  or  marble,  but  on  the  confcience  of 
the  offender,  and  his  guilt  is  commonly  proved  by  the  teftimony  of 
a Angle  fad.  But  our  relations  to  each  other  are  various  and  in- 

iv.  4.),  and  Montesquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  their  dead  bodies  to  crofles. 

1.  xxix.  c.  9.),  define  the  civil  limitations  of  The  foie  refcmblancc  of  a violent  and 

the  liberty  and  privileges  of  fuicide.  The  premature  death  ha*  engaged  Virgil  (/Eneid 
criminal  penalties  are  the  production  of  a vi.  434 — 439.)  to  confound  fuicide*  with  in- 
later  and  darker  age.  fant?,  lovers, and  perfons  unjuftly  condemned. 

11/7  Plin.  Hill.  Natar.  xxxvi.  24.  When  Hcyne,  the  bell  of  his  editors,  is  at  a lofa  to 
he  fatigued  his  fubje&s  in  building  the  deduce  the  idea,  or  afeertain  the  jurifpru- 
Capitol,  many  of  the  labourers  were  pro-  deuce,  of  the  Roman  poet. 

.voiced  to  difpatch  themfelvcs;  he  nailed 

finite : 
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finite : our  obligations  are  created,  annulled,  and  modified,  by  in- 
juries, benefits,  and  promifes;  and  the  interpretation  of  voluntary 
contrails  and  teflaments,  which  are  often  dictated  by  fraud  or  ig- 
norance, affords  a long  and  laborious  exercife  to  the  fagacity  of  the 
judge.  The  bufinefs  of  life  is  multiplied  by  the  extent  of  commerce 
and  dominion,  and  the  refideuce  of  the  parties  in  the  diftant  pro- 
vinces of  an  empire,  is  productive  of  doubt,  delay,  and  inevitable 
appeals  from  the  local  to  the  fupreme  magiftrate.  Jullinian,  the 
Greek  emperor  of  Conftantinople  and  the  Fall,  was  the  legal  fuc- 
ceffor  of  the  Latian  (hepherd  who  had  planted  a colony  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyber.  In  a period  of  thirteen  hundred  years,  the  la.ws  had 
reluctantly  followed  the  changes  of  government  and  manners  ; and 
the  laudable  defire  of  conciliating  ancient  names  with  recent  infli- 
tutions,  deflroyed  the  harmony,  and  fwelled  the  magnitude  of  the 
obfeure  and  irregular  fyftem.  The  laws  which  excufe  on  any  oc- 
cafions  the  ignorance  of  their  fubje&s,  confefs  their  own  imperfec- 
tions ; the  civil  jurisprudence,  as  it  was  abridged  by  Jullinian,  Hill 
continued  a myftcrious  fcicncc  and  a profitable  trade,  and  the  in- 
nate perplexity  of  the  lludy  was  involved  in  tenfold  darknefs  by 
the  private  induftry  of  the  practitioners.  The  expence  of  the  pur- 
fuit  fometimes  exceeded  the  value  of  the  prize,  and  the  faired  rights 
were  abandoned  by  the  poverty  or  prudence  of  the  claimants.  Such 
coftly  jultice  might  tend  to  abate  the  fpirit  of  litigation,  but  the  un- 
equal preffure  ferves  only  to  encrcafe  the  influence  of  the  rich,  and 
to  aggravate  the  mifery  of  the  poor.  15y  thefe  dilatory  and  expen- 
fivc  proceedings,  the  wealthy  pleader  obtains  a more  certain  ad- 
vantage than  he  could  hope  from  the  accidental  corruption  of  his 
judge.  The  experience  of  an  abufc,  from  which  our  own  age  and 
country  are  not  perfectly  exempt,  may  fometimes  provoke  a gene- 
rous indignation,  and  extort  the  hafty  wilh  of  exchanging  our  ela- 
borate jurifprudence  for  the  fimple  and  l'ummary  decrees  of  a Turkifh 
9 cadhi. 
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C xi.iv  P ca<^l'#  ®ur  ca'mer  reflection  will  fuggeft,  that  fuch  forms  and  delays 
«■  » ■ • are  neceflary  to  guard  the  perfon  and  property  of  the  citizen ; that 

the  difcrction  of  the  judge  is  the  firft  engine  of  tyranny,  and  that 
the  laws  of  a free  people  flhould  forefee  and  determine  every  quellion 
that  may  probably  arife  in  the  cxercife  of  power  and  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  induftry.  But  the  government  of  Juftinian  united  the  evils 
of  liberty  and  fervitude;  and  the  Romans  were  opprefl'ed  at  the 
fame  time  by  the  multiplicity  of  their  laws  and  the  arbitrary  will  of 
their  mailer. 
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CHAP.  XLV. 

Reign  of  the  younger  JuJlin. — Embaffy  of  the  Avars . — 

Their  Settlement  on  the  Danube. — Conquejl  of  Italy 
by  the  Lombards. — Adoption  and  Reign  of  Tiberius. 

— Of  Maurice. — State  of  Italy  under  the  Lombards 
and  the  Exarchs. — Of  Ravenna. — Dijlrefs  of  Rome, 
—CharaEter  and  Pontificate  of  Gregory  the  Firfl. 

DURING  the  laft  years  of  Juflinian,  his  infirm  mind  was  de-  c HA  P. 

voted  to  heavenly  contemplation,  and  he  negle&ed  the  bufi-  > — t 

nefs  of  the  lower  world.  His  fubje&s  were  impatient  of  the  long 
continuance  of  his  life  and  reign : yet  all  who  were  capable  of  re- 
flexion,  apprehended  the  moment  of  his  death,  which  might  in- 
volve the  capital  in  tumult,  and  the  empire  in  civil  war.  Seven 
nephews*  of  the  childlefs  monarch,  the  fons  or  grandfons  of  his 
brother  and  fifter,  had  been  educated  in  the  fplendour  of  a princely 
fortune  ; they  had  been  fhewn  in  high  commands  to  the  provinces 
and  armies ; their  chara&ers  were  known,  their  followers  were 
zealous,  and  as  the  jcaloufy  of  age  poftponcd  the  declaration  of  a 
fucceffor,  they  might  expert  with  equal  hopes  the  inheritance  of 
their  uncle.  He  expired  in  his  palace  after  a reign  of  thirty-eight 
years ; and  the  declfive  opportunity  was  embraced  by  the  friends  of 

* See  the  family  of  JolHn  and  JafHoian  in  Juftinian.  p.  131.)  and  Heineccius  (Hirt.  Ja- 
the  Familix  Byzantinx  of  Ducange,  p.  89—  ris  Romaa.  p.  374.)  have  fince  illufirated  ifce 
10 1.  The  devout  civilian!  Ludewig  (in  Vit.  genealogy  of  iheix  favourite  prince.  4 

3 H Juftin 
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JuAio  if.  or 
the  younger, 
A.  D.  565, 
Nov.  15 — 
A.  D.  574, 
December, 
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J uftin  the  fon  of  Vigilantia  *.  At  the  hour  of  midnight,  his  do- 
medics  were  awakened  by  an  importunate  crowd  who  thundered  at 
his  door,  and  obtained  admittance  by  revealing  themfelves  to  be 
the  principal  members  of  the  fenate.  Thefe  welcome  deputies  an- 
nounced the  recent  and  momentous  fecret  of  the  emperor’s  deccafe : 
reported,  or  perhaps  invented,  his  dying  choice  of  the  bed  beloved 
and  mod  deferving  of  his  nephews,  and  conjured  Judin  to  prevent 
the  diforders  of  the  multitude,  if  they  fliould  perceive,  with  the  re- 
turn of  tight,  that  they  were  left  without  a mader.  After  com- 
pofing  his  countenance  to  furprife,  forrow,  and  decent  modedy,  Judin, 
by  the  advice  of  his  wife  Sophia,  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the 
fenate.  He  was  conducted  with  fpced  and  ftlencc  to  the  palace, 
the  guards  faluted  their  new  fovereign,  and  the  martial  and  religious 
rites  of  his  coronation  were  diligently  accomplished.  By  the  hands 
of  the  proper  officers,  he  was  inveded  with  the  Imperial  garments, 
the  red  bufkins,  white  tunic,  and  purple  robe.  A fortunate  foldier, 
whom  he  indantly  promoted  to  the  rank  of  tribune,  encircled  his 
neck  with  a military  collar ; four  robuft  youths  exalted  him  on  a 
ihield : he  ftood  firm  and  erett  to  receive  the  adoration  of  his  fub- 
jeifts  ; and  their  choice  was  fandtified  by  the  benedL£lion  of  the  pa- 
triarch, who  impofed  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  an  orthodox  prince. 
The  hippodrome  was  already  filled  with  innumerable  multitudes, 
and  no  fooner  did  the  emperor  appear  on  his  throne,  than  the  voices 
of  the  blue  and  the  green  factions  were  confounded  in  the  fame  loyal 
acclamations.  In  the  fpeeches  which  Judin  addrefled  to  the  fenate 
and  people,  he  promifed  to  corred  the  abufes  which  had  difgraced 
the  age  of  his  predeceffior,  difplayed  the  maxims  of  a juft  and  bene- 

* In  (he  (lory  of  Juftio’s  elevation  I heve  Corippiu,  dc  Laudibue  JirfUni,  Appendix 
tranflated,  into  fimple  and  concjfe  profc,  the  Hill.  Byzant.  p.  401 — 416.  Rome,  1777. 
•ight  hundred  *erfei  of  the  two  firtl  booka  of 
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ficent  government,  and  declared,  that  on  the  approaching  calends  c j^A  P. 
of  January  ’,  he  would  revive  in  his  own  perfon  the  name  and  li- 
berality  of  a Roman  conful.  The  immediate  difeharge  of  his  uncle’s  HU  conful- 
debts  exhibited  a folid  pledge  of  his  faith  and  generality  : a train  of  A.  D.  566. 
porters,  laden  with  bags  of  gold,  advanced  into  the  midft  of  the  *" 

hippodrome,  and  the  hopclefs  creditors  of  Juftinian  accepted  this 
equitable  payment  as  a voluntary  gift.  Before  the  end  of  three 
years,  his  example  was  imitated  and  furpafled  by  the  emprefs  Sophia, 
who  delivered  many  indigent  citizens  from  the  weight  of  debt  and 
ufury:  an  a£t  of  benevolence  the  belt  entitled  to  gratitude,  fince 
it  relieves  the  moil  intolerable  diftrefs ; but  in  which  the  bounty  of 
a prince  is  the  moll  liable  to  be  abufed  by  the  claims  of  prodigality 
and  fraud 

On  the  feventh  day  of  his  reign,  Juflin  gave  audience  to  the  am-  Emb*flyof 
bafladors  of  the  Avars,  and  the  lccne  was  decorated  to  imprefs  the  A.  D.  566. 
Barbarians  with  aftonilhment,  veneration,  and  terror.  From  the  pa- 
lace gate,  the  fpadous  courts  and  long  porticoes  were  lined  with 
the  lofty  crefts  and  gilt  bucklers  of  the  guards,  who  prefented  their 
fpears  and  axes  with  more  confidence  than  they  would  have  ihewn 
in  a field  of  battle.  The  officers  who  exercifed  the  power,  or  at- 
tended the  perfon,  of  the  prince,  svere  attired  in  their  richefl  habits, 
and  arranged  according  to  the  military  and  civil  order  of  the  hier- 
archy. When  the  veil  of  the  fan&uary  was  withdrawn,  the  am- 
baflors  beheld  the  ' emperor  of  the  Eaft  on  his  throne,  beneath  a 
canopy  or  dome,  which  was  fupported  by  four  columns,  and  crowned 
with  a winged  figure  of  Victory.  In  the  firft  emotions  of  furprife, 
they  fubmitted  to  the  fervile  adoration  of  the  Byzantine  court ; but 

3 It  is  furpriiing  how  Pagi  (Critica  in  An-  pone,  till  A.  D.  567,  the  confulthip  of  Jnf- 
nal.  Baron,  tom.  ii.  p.  639.)  could  be  tempted  tin. 

by  an y chronicles  to  contradict  the  plain  and  4 Thcophan.  Chronograph,  p.  205.  When- 
decifire  text  of  Corippus  (vicina  dona,  1.  ii.  ever  Cedrenus  or  Zonaras  are  mere  tranferib- 
354.  vicina  dies,  1.  iv.  1.),  and  to  poll-  ers,  it  is  fuperfluoua  to  allege  their  teflimony. 
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C xlv  **’  as  ^°°n  as  ro^e  ^rom  ground,  Targetius,  the  chief  of  the 
v — v — _»  embaffy,  expreffed  the  freedom  and  pride  of  a Barbarian.  He  ex- 
tolled, by  the  tongue  of  his  interpreter,  the  greatnefs  of  the  chagan, 
by  whofe  clemency  the  kingdoms  of  the  South  were  permitted  to 
exift,  whofe  victorious  fubjeCts  had  traverfed  the  frozen  rivers  of 
Scythia,  and  who  now  covered  the  banks  of  the  Danube  with  in- 
numerable tents.  The  late  emperor  had  cultivated,  with  annual  and 
coftly  gifts,  the  friendfhip  of  a grateful  monarch,  and  the  enemies 
of  Rome  had  refpeCted  the  allies  of  the  Avars.  The  fame  prudence 
would  inftruCt  the  nephew  of  Jufiinian  to  imitate  the  liberality  of 
his  uncle,  and  to  purchafe  the  blcflings  of  peace  from  an  invincible 
people,  who  delighted  and  excelled  in  the  exercife  of  war.  The 
reply  of  the  emperor  was  delivered  in  the  fame  ftrain  of  haughty 
defiance,  and  he  derived  his  confidence  from  the  God  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  the  ancient  glory  of  Rome,  and  the  recent  triumphs  of  Jufti- 
nian.  “ The  empire,”  faid  he,  “ abounds  with  men  and  horfcs, 
“ and  arms  fufficient  to  defend  our  frontiers,  and  to  chaftife  the  Bar- 
" barians.  You  offer  aid,  you  threaten  hoflilities  : we  defpife  your 
“ enmity  and  your  aid.  The  conquerors  of  the  Avars  folicit  our 
“ alliance ; (hall  we  dread  their  fugitives  and  exiles  ’ ? The  bounty 
“ of  our  uncle  wag  granted  to  your  mifery,  to  your  humble  prayers. 
“ From  us  you  fhall  receive  a more  important  obligation,  the  know- 
• “ ledge  of  your  own  weaknefs.  Retire  from  our  prefence ; the  lives 

* of  ambaffadors  arc  fafc ; and  if  you  return  to  implore  our  pardon* 


4 Corippus,  I.  !ii.  390.  The  unqueflion- 
tble  fcnfe  relates  to  the  Turks,  the  conquerors 
of  the  Avars  ; but  the  word  fcultor  baa  no  ap- 
parent meaning,  and  the  foie  MS.  of  Corip- 
pus, from  whence  the  firft  edition  (1581,  apod 
Plantin)  was  printed,  is  no  longer  vifible. 
The  lail  editor,  Foggini  of  Rome,  has  in- 
ferred the  conjectural  emendatioa  of  foldun: 
but  the  pioofs  of  Ducange  (Joinvillc,  Dif- 
m.  xvi.  p.  238—240.)  for  the  early  ufe  of 


this  title  among  the  Turks  and  Persians,  are 
weak  or  ambiguooi.  And  I mull  incline  to 
the  authority  of  d’Herbelot  (Bibliothcque 
Orient,  p.  825.),  who  aferibe*  the  word  to 
the  Arabic  and  Chaldaran  tongues,  and  the 
date  to  the  beginning  of  the  x’.1*  century, 
when  it  was  bellowed  by  the  khalif  of  Bag- 
dad on  Mahmud  prince  of  Gazna,  and  con- 
queror of  India. 

“ perhaps 
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« perhaps  you  will  tade  of  our  benevolence'.”  On  the  report  of  c H A P. 

his  ambafladors,  tlie  chagan  was  awed  by  the  apparent  firmnefs  of  a * «— — 1 ' 

Roman  emperor,  of  whofe  chara&er  and  refources  he  was  ignorant. 

Indead  of  executing  his  threats  againd  the  Eadem  empire,  he  march- 
ed into  the  poor  and  favage  countries  of  Germany,  which  were  fub- 
jc£t  to  the  dominion  of  the  Franks.  After  two  doubtful  battles,  he 
confcnted  to  retire,  and  the  Auftrafian  king  relieved  the  didrefs  of 
his  camp  with  an  immediate  fupply  of  corn  and  cattle  ’.  Such  re- 
peated difappointmcnts  had  chilled  the  fpirit  of  the  Avars,  and  their 
power  would  have  diffolved  away  in  the  Sarmatian  defert,  if  the 
alliance  of  Alboin,  king  of  the  Lombards,  had  not  given  a new  ob- 
ject to  their  arms,  and  a lading  fettiement  to  their  wearied  fortunes. 

White  Alboin  ferved  under  his  father’s  dandard,  he  encountered  Alboin,  king 

ot  the  Loin- 

in  battle,  and  tranfpierced  with  his  lance,  the  rival  prince  of  the  birJi— hi. 
Gcpidae.  The  Lombards,  who  applauded  fuch  early  prowefs,  re-  ani  te’ycage! 
queded  his  father  with  unanimous  acclamations,  that  the  heroic 
youth,  who  had  {hared  the  dangers  of  the  field,  might  be  admitted 
to  the  fead  of  vi&ory.  “ You  are  not  unmindful,”  replied  the  in- 
flexible Audoin,  **  of  the  wife  cufloms  of  our  ancedors.  What- 
“ ever  may  be  his  merit,  a prince  is  incapable  of  fitting  at  table 
“ with  his  father  till  he  has  received  his  arms  from  a foreign  and 
“ royal  hand.”  Alboin  bowed  with  reverence  to  the  inditutions  of 
his  country ; fcle&ed  forty  companions,  and  boldly  vifited  the  court 
of  Timfund  king  of  the  Gcpidrc,  who  embraced  and  entertained, 
according  to  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  the  murderer  of  his  fon.  At 
the  banquet,  whild  Alboin  occupied  the  feat  of  the  youth  whom  he 
had  flain,  a tender  remembrance  arofe  in  the  mind  of  Turifund. 


6 For  thefe  chara£teriftk  fpeeches,  compare 
the  verfe  of  Corippus  (1.  iii.  251 — 401*)  with 
the  profe  of  Menander  (Excerpt.  Legation* 
p.  io2,  103.).  Their  diverfity  proves  that 
they  did  not  copy  each  other ; their  relcra- 

<1 


blanet,  that  theycirew  from  a common  origins). 

’ For  the  Auftraiian  war,  fee  Mcnaoder 
(Eaeerpt.  Legal,  p.  no.),  Gregory  of  Toot*. 
(Hill.  Franc. ).  iv.  c.  *9.),  and  f.,ul  the  dea- 
con (dc  Gelt.  Langobard.  1.  ii,  c.  to.). 
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“ How  dear  is  that  place — how  hateful  is  that  perfon — ” were  the 
words  that  efcaped,  with  a figh,  from  the  indignant  father.  His 
grief  exafperated  the  national  refentment  of  the  Gepida: ; and  Cuni- 
mund,  his  furviving  fon,  was  provoked  by  wine,  or  fraternal  affection, 
to  the  deiirc  of  vengeance.  “ The  Lombards,"  faid  the  rude  Bar- 
barian, “ refemblc,  in  figure  and  in  fmell,  the  mares  of  our  Sarmatiaa 
“ plains.’’  And  this  infult  was  a coarfe  allufion  to  the  white  bands 
which  enveloped  their  legs.  “ Add  another  refemblance,”  replied 
an  audacious  Lombard ; “ you  have  felt  how  ftrongly  they  kick. 
“ Vifit  the  plain  of  Asfeld,  and  feek  for  the  bones  of  thy  brother ; 
“ they  are  mingled  with  thofe  of  the  vileft  animals."  The  Gepidae, 
a nation  of  warriors,  flatted  from  their  feats,  and  the  fearlefs  Alboin, 
with  his  forty  companions,  laid  their  hands  on  their  fwords.  The 
tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  venerable  interpofition  of  Turifund. 
He  faved  his  own  honour,  and  the  life  of  his  gueft ; and  after 
the  folctnn  rites  of  invefliture,  difmiffed  the  ftranger  in  the 
bloody  arms  of  his  fon ; the  gift  of  a weeping  parent.  Alboin 
returned  in  triumph;  and  the  Lombards,  who  celebrated  his 
matchlefs  intrepidity,  were  compelled  to  praife  the  virtues  of  an 
enemy  *.  In  thi3  extraordinary  vifit  he  had  probably  feen  the 
daughter  of  Cunimund,  who  foon  after  afeended  the  throne  of 
the  Gepida:.  Her  name  was  Rofamond,  an  appellation  expref- 
five  of  female  beauty,  and  which  our  own  hiftory  or  romance 
has  confccrated  to  amorous  tales.  The  king  of  the  Lombards  (the 
father  of  Alboin  no  longer  lived)  was  contracted  to  the  grand- 
daughter of  Clovis ; but  the  reflraints  of  faith  and  policy  foon  yield- 
ed to  the  hope  of  poffelfing  the  fair  Rofamond,  and  of  infulting  her 
family  and  nation.  The  arts  of  perfuafion  were  tried  without  fuc- 
cefs ; and  the  impatient  lover,  by  force  and  ftratagem,  obtained  the 

* Paul  Warnefrid,  the  deacon  of  Friuli,  de  Scotched,  are  more  lively  and  faithful  than 
Gelt.  Langubard.  1.  i.  c.  13,  24.  His  pic-  thofe  of  Bede,  or  Gregory  of  Tours, 
turcs  of  national  manners,  though  rudely 

10  c objedt 

C V 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


object  of  his  defires.  War  was  the  confequence  which  he  forefaw  CHAP, 
and  folicited ; but  the  Lombards  could  not  long  withftand  the  furious  »■  — r 
affault  of  the  Gepidae,  who  were  fuftained  by  a Roman  army. 

And  as  the  offer  of  marriage  was  rejected  with  contempt,  Alboin 
was  compelled  to  relinquilh  his  prey,  and  to  partake  of  the  difgrace 
which  he  had  inflided  on  the  houfe  of  Cunimund*. 

When  a public  quarrel  is  envenomed  by  private  injuries,  a blow  L°m- 
that  is  not  mortal  or  decifive  can  be  produdive  only  of  a fliort  Avan  dcitroy 
truce,  which  allows  the  unfuccefsful  combatant  to  fharpen  his  arms  kingdom  ofd 
for  a new'  encounter.  The  firength  of  Alboin  had  been  found  un-  ‘J*^*?^* 
equal  to  the  gratification  of  his  love,  ambition,  and  revenge:  he 
condefcended  to  implore  the  formidable  aid  of  the  chagan ; and  the 
arguments  that  he  employed  are  expreffivc  of  the  art  and  policy 
of  the  Barbarians.  In  the  attack  of  the  Gepidae,  he  had  been 
prompted  by  the  juft  defire  of  extirpating  a people  whom  their 
alliance  with  the  Roman  empire  had  rendered  the  common  enemies 
of  the  nations,  and  the  perfonal  adverfaries  of  the  chagan.  If  the 
forces  of  the  Avars  and  the  Lombards  fhould  unite  in  this  glorious 
quarrel,  the  vidory  was  fecure,  and  the  reward  ineftimable:  the 
Danube,  the  Hcbrus,  Italy,  and  Conftantinople,  would  be  expofed, 
without  a barrier,  to  their  invincible  arms.  But  if  they  hefitated 
or  delayed  to  prevent  the  malice  of  the  Romans,  the  fame  fpirit 
which  had  infulted,  would  purfue  the  Avars  to  the  extremity  of 
the  earth.  Thefe  fpecious  reafons  were  heard  by  the  chagan  with 
coldnefs  and  difdain : he  detained  the  Lombard  ambaffadors  in  his 
camp,  protraded  the  negociation,  and  by  turns  alleged  his  want  of 
inclination,  or  his  want  of  ability,  to  undertake  this  important  cn- 
terprife.  At  length  he  fignified  the  ultimate  price  of  his  alliance, 
that  the  Lombards  ftiould  immediately  prefent  him  with  the  tythe  of 

* The  ftory  is  told  by  an  impoftor  (Theo-  art  enough  to  build  bis  fictions  on  public  and 
phyUct.  Siaocat.  1.  vi.  c.  io.) ; but  he  had  notorious  fads. 
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p-  their  cattle ; that  the  fpoils  and  captives  fhould  be  equally  divided  ; 
-j  but  that  the  lands  of  the  Gepidae  fliould  become  the  foie  patrimony 
of  the  Avars.  Such  hard  conditions  were  eagerly  accepted  by  the 
paflions  of  Alboin;  and  as  the  Romans  were  diflatisfied  with  the 
ingratitude  and  perfidy  of  the  Gepidae,  Juftin  abandoned  that  in- 
corrigible people  to  their  fate,  and  remained  the  tranquil  fpedlator 
of  this  unequal  conflict.  The  defpair  of  Cunitnund  was  active  and 
dangerous.  He  was  informed  that  the  Avars  had  entered  his  con- 
fines; but  on  the  ftrong  afliirance,  that,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Lombards,  thefe  foreign  invaders  would  eafily  be  repelled,  he 
rufhed  forwards  to  encounter  the  implacable  enemy  of  his  name 
and  family.  But  the  courage  of  the  Gepidae  could  fecure  them  no 
more  than  an  honourable  death.  The  bravefl  of  the  nation  fell  in 
the  field  of  battle  ; the  king  of  the  Lombards  contemplated  with 
delight  the  head  of  Cunimund,  and  his  lkull  was  fafhioned  into  a 
cup  to  fatiate  the  hatred  of  the  conqueror,  or,  perhaps,  to  comply 
with  the  the  favage  cuftom  of  his  country'0.  After  this  vi&ory, 
no  farther  obftacle  could  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  confederates, 
and  they  faithfully  executed  the  terms  of  their  agreement".  The 
fair  countries  of  Walachia,  Moldavia,  Tranfylvania,  and  the  parts 
of  Hungary  beyond  the  Danube,  were  occupied,  without  refiftance, 
by  a new  colony  of  Scythians;  and  the  Dacian  empire  of  the 
chagans  fubfifted  with  fplendour  above  two  hundred  and  thirty 
years.  The  nation  of  the  Gepidx  was  difiolved ; but  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  captives,  the  flaves  of  the  Avars  were  lefs  fortunate 
than  the  companions  of  the  Lombards,  whofe  generofity  adopted  a 


10  It  appears  from  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Am- 
mianui  Marcellinus,  that  the  fame  praftice 
was  common  among  the  Scythian  tribes  (Mu- 
ratori,  Scnptorcs  Rer.  Italic,  tom.  i.  p.  4:4.). 
The  fealps  of  North  America  are  lilccwife 
trophies  of  valour.  The  &uii  of  Cunimund 
12 


was  preferred  above  two  hundred  years  among 
the  Lombards;  and  Paul  himfetf  was  one  of 
the  guefls  to  whom  duke  Ratchis  exhibited 
this  cup  on  a high  feftival  (1.  ii.  c.  28.). 

11  Paul,  I,  i.  c.  ay,  Menander,  in  Ex- 
cerpt. Legal,  p.  no,  ill. 

valiant 
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valiant  foe,  and  whofe  freedom  was  incompatible  with  cool  and  c h a p. 

deliberate  tyranny.  One  moiety  of  the  fpoil  introduced  into  the  * , > 

camp  of  Alboin  more  wealth  than  a Barbarian  could  readily  com- 
pute. The  fair  Rofamond  was  perfuaded,  or  compelled,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  rights  of  her  victorious  lover  ; and  the  daughter  of  Cuni- 
mund  appeared  to  forgive  thofe  crimes  which  might  be  imputed  to 
her  own  irrefiftible  charms. 

The  deftruCtion  of  a mighty  kingdom  eftablifhed  the  fame  of  Alboin  on- 

" aertakei  the 

Alboin.  In  the  days  of  Charlemagne,  the  Bavarians,  the  Saxons,  conqueftof 
and  the  other  tribes  of  the  Teutonic  language,  (till  repeated  the  a!  d.  567. 
fongs  which  defcribed  the  heroic  virtues,  the  valour,  liberality,  and 
fortune  of  the  king  of  the  Lombards  But  his  ambition  was  yet 
unfatisfied ; and  the  conqueror  of  the  Gepidx  turned  his  eyes  from 
the  Danube  to  the  richer  banks  of  the  Po  and  the  Tyber.  Fifteen  years 
had  not  elapfed,  frnce  his  fubje&s,  the  confederates  of  Narfes,  had 
vifited  the  pleafant  climate  of  Italy : the  mountains,  the  rivers,  the 
highways,  were  familiar  to  their  memory  : the  report  of  their  fuccefs, 
perhaps  the  view  of  their  Ipoils,  had  kindled  in  the  rifmg  genera- 
tion the  flame  of  emulation  and  enterprife.  Their  hopes  were 
encouraged  by  the  fpirit  and  eloquence  of  Alboin  ; and  it  is  affirmed, 
that  he  fpoke  to  their  fenfes,  by  producing,  at  the  royal  fcaft,  the 
faireft  and  moil  exquifite  fruits  that  grew  fpontaneoufly  in  the 
garden  of  the  world.  No  fooner  had  he  ercCted  his  ftandard,  than 
the  native  ilrength  of  the  Lombards  was  multiplied  by  the  ad- 
venturous youth  of  Germany  and  Scythia.  The  robuft  peafantry  of 


a*  Ut  ha<flemis  etiam  tarn  apud  Baj  vario- 
rum gentem,  quart)  et  Saxon  um  fed  et  alios 
ejufdcm  lingua:  homines ....  in  eorum  car- 
minibus  celcbrctur.  Paul,  1.  i.  C.  27.  He 
died  A.  D.  799  (Muratori,  in  Prxfat.  tom.i. 
p.  397.)*  Thefc  German  fongs,  fome  of 
which  might  be  as  old  as  Tacitus  (de  Mori- 
bus  Germ.  c.  2.),  were  compiled  and  tran- 

Vol.  IV.  3 I 


feribed  by  Charlemagne.  Barbara  et  anti- 
quiftima  carmina,  quibus  veterum  regum  a&ut 
et  belli  canebautur  fc  rip  fit  mrmorixque  man- 
davit  (Egtnard,  in  V»t.  Carol  Magn.  c.  29. 
p.  130,  1 31.).  The  poems,  which  Goldaft 
commends  (Animadverf.ad  Bginard.p  207.), 
appear  to  be  recent  and  contemptible  ro- 
mances. 

Noricum 
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Noricum  and  Pannonia  had  rcfumed  the  manners  of  Barbarians; 
and  the  names  of  the  Gepidx,  Bulgarians,  Sarmatians,  and  Bava- 
rians, may  be  diftindly  traced  in  the  provinces  of  Italy”.  Of  the 
Saxons,  the  old  allies  of  the  Lombards,  twenty  thoufand  warriors, 
with  their  wives  atid  children,  accepted  the  invitation  of  Alboin. 
Their  bravery  contributed  to  his  fuccefs;  but  the  acceflion  or  the 
abfence  of  their  numbers  was  not  fenfibly  felt  in  the  magnitude  of 
his  hoft.  Every  mode  of  religion  was  freely  pra&ifcd  by  its  re- 
fpeclive  votaries.  The  king  of  the  Lombards  had  been  educated  in 
the  Arian  herefy ; but  the  Catholics,  in  their  public  worfliip,  were 
allowed  to  pray  for  his  converfion ; while  the  more  flubborn  Bar- 
barians facriftced  a (hc-goat,  or  perhaps  a captive,  to  the  gods  of 
their  fathers'*.  The  Lombards,  and  their  confederates,  were  united 
by  their  common  attachment  to  a chief,  who  excelled  in  all  the 
virtues  and  vices  of  a favage  hero;  and  the  vigilance  of  Alboin 
provided  an  ample  magazine  of  offenfive  and  defenfive  arms  for 
the  ufe  of  the  expedition.  The  portable  wealth  of  the  Lombards 
attended  the  march  ; their  lands  they  cheerfully  relinquished  to  the 
Avars,  on  the  folemn  promife,  which  was  made  and  accepted  with- 
out a fmile,  that  if  they  failed  in  the  conqucft  of  Italy,  thefe  volun- 
tary exiles  (hould  be  reinftated  in  their  former  pofieffions. 

They  might  have  failed,  if  Narfes  had  been  the  antagonift  of  the 
Lombards ; and  the  veteran  warriors,  the  aflociates  of  his  Gothic 
vi&ory,  would  have  encountered  with  reluftance  an  enemy  whom 
they  dreaded  and  eflccmcd.  But  the  weaknefs  of  the  Byzantine 
court  was  fubfervient  to  the  Barbarian  caufe;  and  it  was  for  the  ruin 

*3  The  other  nations  are  rehearfed  by  Paul  c.  27,  28.  apod  Baron.  Annal.  Ecdcf.  A.D. 
(I.  ii.  c.  6.  26  ).  Maratori  (Antichita  Ita-  579,  N°  io.)»  fuppofca  that  they  likewife  a. 
Jsanc,  ton*,  i.  difiert.  i.  p.  4.)  has  difeovered  dored  this  (he-goat.  I know  but  of  one  reli- 
the  village  of  the  Bavarians,  three  miles  from  gion  in  vkhich  the  god  and  the  viAim  are  tht 
Modena.  fame. 

u Gregory  the  Roman  (Dialog.  I.  iii, 
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of  Italy,  that  the  emperor  once  lidened  to  the  complaints  of  his  fub-  c 
jeCts.  The  virtues  of  Narfes  were  darned  with  avarice ; and  in  his  v 
provincial  reign  of  fifteen  years,  he  accumulated  a treafure  of  gold 
and  filver  which  furpafled  the  modefty  of  a private  fortune.  His 
government  was  oppreflive  or  unpopular,  and  the  general  difeontent 
was  exprefl'cd  with  freedom  by  the  deputies  of  Rome.  Before  the 
throne  of  Judin  they  boldly  declared,  that  their  Gothic  fervitude 
had  been  more  tolerable  than  the  defpotifm  of  a Greek  eunuch; 
and  that,  unlefs  their  tyrant  were  indantly  removed,  they  would 
confult  their  own  happinefs  in  the  choice  of  a mader.  The  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a revolt  was  urged  by  the  voice  of  envy  and  de- 
traction, which  had  fo  recently  triumphed  over  the  merit  of  Belifa- 
rius.  A new  exarch,  Longinus,  was  appointed  to  fuperfede  the 
conqueror  of  Italy,  and  the  bafe  motives  of  his  recall  were  revealed 
in  the  infulting  mandate  of  the  emprefs  Sophia,  “ that  he  fhould 
“ leave  to  men  the  exercifc  of  arms,  and  return  to  his  proper  dation 
“ among  the  maidens  of  the  palace,  where  a didaff  fliould  be  again 
“ placed  in  the  hand  of  the  eunuch.”  “ I will  fpin  her  fuch  a 
“ thread,  as  (he  (hall  not  cafily  unravel!”  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
reply  which  indignation  and  coufcious  virtue  extorted  from  the 
hero.  Indead  of  attending,  a (lave  and  a victim,  at  the  gate  of  the 
Byzantine  palace,  he  retired  to  Naples,  from  whence  (if  any  credit  is 
due  to  the  belief  of  the  times)  Narfes  invited  the  Lombards  to 
chadife  the  ingratitude  of  the  prince  and  people”.  But  the  paflions 
of  the  people  are  furious  and  changeable,  and  the  Romans  foon 


15  The  charge  of  the  deacon  again  ll  Nar- 
fes (I.  ii.  c.  5.)  may  be  groundlefc;  but  the 
weak  apology  of  the  cardinal  (Baron.  An- 
na!. Ecclcf.  A.  D.  567,  N°  8—12  ) is  reje&- 
ed  by  the  belt  critics— Pagi  (tom.  ii.  p.  639, 
6.}c.)»  Muratori  (Annati  d’ltalia,  tom.  v. 
p.  160—163.),  and  the  laft  editor?,  Hoiatius 
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Blancus  (Script.  Rerum  Italic,  tom.  i.  p.  427, 
42 8.)  and  Philip  Argelatus  ($igon.  Opera, 
tom.  ii.  p.  n,  12.).  The  Narfes  who  aifiil- 
cd  at  the  coronation  of  Jultin  (Coripptrs, 
I.  iii.  221.)  is  clearly  understood  to  be  a dif- 
ferent peril  n. 
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C xlv  P’  rec°He^et*  tlle  mer‘ts>  or  dreaded  the  refentment,  of  their  victorious 

* » ' general.  By  the  mediation  of  the  pope,  who  undertook  a fpecial 

pilgrimage  to  Naples,  their  repentance  was  accepted;  and  Narfes, 
a (Turning  a milder  afpect  and  a more  dutiful  language,  confented  to 
fix  his  refidence  in  the  Capitol.  His  death  **,  though  in  the  extreme 
period  of  old  age,  was  unfcafonablc  and  premature,  fince  bis  genius 
alone  could  have  repaired  the  laft  and  fatal  error  of  his  life.  The 
reality,  or  the  fufpicion,  of  a confpiracy  difarmed  and  difunited  the 
Italians.  The  foldiers  refented  the  difgrace,  and  bewailed  the  lofs  of 
their  general.  They  were  ignorant  of  their  new  exarch ; and  Lon- 
ginus was  himfelf  ignorant  of  the  (fate  of  the  army  and  the  pro- 
vince. In  the  preceding  years  Italy  had  been  defolated  by  peftilence 
and  famine,  and  a difaffedlcd  people  aferibed  the  calamities  of  Nature 
to  the  guilt  or  folly  of  their  rulers". 

Conquelt  of  Whatever  might  be  the  grounds  of  his  fecurity,  Alboin  neither 

a great  part  , 4 

of  luJy  by  the  expe&ed  nor  encountered  a Roman  army  in  the  field.  Heafcended 
A.  D.  ’ the  Julian  Alps,  and  looked  down  with  contempt  and  defire  on  the 
568—570.  fj-uitful  plains  to  which  his  victory  communicated  the  perpetual  ap- 
pellation of  Lombardy.  A faithful  chieftain,  and  a feledt  band,, 
were  Rationed  at  Forum  Julii,  the  modem  Friuli,  to  guard  the  pafles 
of  the  mountains.  The  Lombards  rcfpeCted  the  ftrength  of  Pavia,, 
and  liftened  to  the  prayers  of  the  Trevifans : their  (low  and  heavy 
multitudes  proceeded  to  occupy  the  palace  and  city  of  Verona  ; and 
Milan,  now  riling  from  her  afhes,  was  inverted  by  the  powers  of 
Alboin  five  months  after  his  departure  from  Pannonia.  Terror  pre- 


u The  death  of  Narfes  it  mentioned  by 
Faol,  I.  ii.  c.  it.  Aniliif.  in  Vie.  Johan, 
lit.  p 43  Agnetln*,  Liber  Pontifical.  Ra- 
ven. fen  Script.  Rer.  Itaiicariim,  tom.  ii. 
pan  i.  p.  114.  114.  Yet  I s-annot  be- 
lieve with  Agnellui  that  Narfes  w*  ninety- 
five  years  of  age.  is  it  probable  that  all 
2 


his  exploits  were  performed  at  fourfeoref 
" The  defigns  of  Narfes  and  of  the  Lom- 
bards for  the  invafion  of  Italy  are  expofed  in 
the  laft  chapter  of  the  firfl  book,  and  the  le- 
ven  firfl  chapters  of  the  fecond  book,  of  Paul 
the  deacon. 
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ceded  his  march;  he  found  every  where,  or  he  left,  a dreary  foli-  c h^a  p. 
tude;  and  the  pufillanimous  Italians  prefumed,  without  a trial,  that  ■ . 

the  ftranger  was  invincible.  Efcaping  to  lakes,  or  rocks,  or  moraffes, 
the  affrighted  crowds  concealed  fome  fragments  of  their  wealth,  and 
delayed  the  moment  of  their  fervitude.  Paulinus,  the  patriarch  of 
Aquileia,  removed  his  treafures,  facred  and  profane,  to  the  ille  of 
Grado",  and  his  fucceffors  were  adopted  by  the  infant  republic  of 
Venice,  which  was  continually  enriched  by  the  public  calamities. 
Honoratus,  who  filled  the  chair  of  St.  Ambrofe,  had  creduloufly  ac- 
cepted the  faithlefs  offers  of  a capitulation ; and  the  archbilhop,  with 
the  clergy  and  nobles  of  Milan,  were  driven  by  the  perfidy  of  Alboin 
to  feek  a refuge  in  the  lefs  acceffible  ramparts  of  Genoa.  Along  the 
maritime  coaft,  the  courage  of  the  inhabitants  was  fupported  by  the 
facility  of  fupply,  the  hopes  of  relief,  and  the  power  of  efcape ; but 
from  the  Trentinc  hills  to  the  gates  of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  the  in- 
land regions  of  Italy  became,  without  a battle  or  a fiege,  the  lading 
patrimony  of  the  Lombards.  The  fubmiffion  of  the  people  invited 
the  Barbarian  to  affumc  the  character  of  a lawful  fovereign,  and  the 
helplefs  exarch  was  confined  to  the  office  of  announcing  to  the  em- 
peror Juftin,  the  rapid  and  irretrievable  lofs  of  his  provinces  and 
cities'”.  One  city,  which  had  been  diligently  fortified  by  the  Goths,, 
refilled  the  arms  of  a new  invader ; and  while  Italy  was  fubdued  by 
the  flying  detachm'cnts  of  the  Lombards,  the  royal  camp  was  fixed 
above  three  years  before  the  weftern  gate  of  Ticinum,  or  Pavia.  1 he 


11  Which  from  this  tranflation  was  called 
New  Aquileia  (Chron.  Venet.  p.  3.).  The 
patriarch  o*  Grado  Toon  became  the  fiift  ci- 
tizen of  the  republic  (p.  9,  dec.),  but  his  feat 
was  not  removed  to  Venice  till  the  year  1450. 
He  is  now  decorated  with  titles  and  honours; 
hut  the  genius  of  the  church  has  bowed  to 
that  of  the  (late,  and  the  government  of  a 
Catholic  city  is  ftriftly  prefbyterian.  Tho- 


malfin,  Difcipline  de  PEglife,  tom.  i.  p.  156, 
157.  161—165.  Amclot  de  la  HoulLye, 
Government  dc  Venife,  tom  i.  p.  256—  261 . 

19  Paul  has  given  a deferipion  of  Italy,  as 
it  was  then  divided  into  eighteen  regions  (I.  ii. 
C.  14-  24.).  The  Diifcrtatio  Chorographica 
de  Italil  Medii  slLvi,  by  Father  Brretu,  a Be- 
nedi&jne  monk,  and  regius  profciTor  at  Pa- 
via, has  been  ufefully  consulted. 
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C xlv  P’  ^ame  couraSe  wh‘ch  obtains  the  efteem  of  a civilifed  enemy,  pro- 
vokes the  fury  of  a favage,  and  the  impatient  befieger  had  bound 
himfelf  by  a tremendous  oath,  that  age,  and  fex,  and  dignity,  Ihould 
be  confounded  in  a general  maflacre.  The  aid  of  famine  at  length 
enabled  him  to  execute  his  bloody  vow ; but  as  Alboin  entered  the 
gate,  his  horfe  Humbled,  fell,  and  could  not  be  raifed  from. the 
ground.  One  of  his  attendants  was  prompted  by  companion,  or 
piety,  to  interpret  this  miraculous  fign  of  the  wrath  of  heaven : the 
conqueror  paufed  and  relented ; he  (heathed  his  fword,  and,  peace- 
fully repofing  himfelf  in  the  palace  of  Theodoric,  proclaimed  to  the 
trembling  multitude,  that  they  Ihould  live  and  obey.  Delighted 
with  the  fituation  of  a city,  which  was  endeared  to  his  pride  by  the 
difficulty  of  the  purchafe,  the  prince  of  the  Lombards  difdained  the 
ancient  glories  of  Milan  ; and  Pavia,  during  fome  ages,  was  refpeded 
as  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy  ", 

The  reign  of  the  founder  was  fplcndid  and  tranfient ; and  before 
he  could  regulate  his  new  conquefts,  Alboin  fell  a facrifice  to  do- 
Koum«raa,  meq;c  treafon  and  female  revenge.  In  a palace  near  Verona,  which 
June  28.  had  not  been  eroded  for  the  Barbarians,  he  feafted  the  companions 

of  his  arms : intoxication  was  the  reward  of  valour,  and  the  king 
himfelf  was  tempted  by  appetite,  or  vanity,  to  exceed  the  ordinary 
mcafure  of  his  intemperance.  After  draining  many  capacious  bowls 
of  Rhxtian  or  Falernian  wine,  he  called  for  the  fkull  of  Cunimund, 
the  noblcft  and  mod;  precious  ornament  of  his  fideboard.  The  cup 
of  vidory  was  accepted  with  horrid  applaufe  by  the  circle  of  the 
Lombard  chiefs.  “ Fill  it  again  with  wine,”  exclaimed  the  inhu- 
man conqueror,  “ fill  it  to  the  brim  ; carry  this  goblet  to  the  queen. 

For  ihe  conqurt!  of  Inly,  fee  the  on-  19.),  and  ihe  corrcft  and  criiical  review  of 
ginal  materials  t.f  Fiul  (1.  ii.  fc.  7—10.  12.14.  Mufaiori  (Annali  d’iulia,  wm.  t.  p.  164— 
2$,  26,  2j.)„  the  eloquent  narrative  of  Sigo-  l8o»). 
oius  (tom.  ii.  dc  Rrgno  lu'ix,  1.  i,  p.  13—  • - . 

“ and 

<0*  , 


A^bcin  is 
nwtdcred  by 
bis  wife 
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“ and  requeft  in  my  name  that  (he  would  rejoice  with  her  father.”  c 
In  an  agony  of  grief  and  rage,  Rofamond  had  ftrength  to  utter,  “ Let  v 
“ the  will  of  my  lord  be  obeyed  !”  and  touching  it  with  her  lips,, 
pronounced  a filent  imprecation,  that  the  infult  fhould  be  wafhed 
away  in  the  blood  of  Alboin.  Some  indulgence  might  be  due  to 
the  refentment  of  a daughter,  if  (he  had  not  already  violated  the 
duties  of  a wife.  Implacable  in  her  enmity,  or  inconftant  in  her 
love,  the  queen  of  Italy  had  (looped  from  the  throne  to  the  arms 
of  a fubjedt,  and  Helmichis,  the  king’s  armour-bearer,  was  the  fc- 
cret  minifter  of  her  pleafure  and  revenge.  Againft  the  propofal  of 
the  murder,  he  could  no  longer  urge  the  fcruples  of  fidelity  or  grati- 
tude ; but  Helmichis  trembled,  when  he  revolved  the  danger  as 
well  as  the  guilt,  when  he  recolle&ed  the  matchlel’s  ftrength  and 
intrepidity  of  a warrior,  whom  he  had  fo  often  attended  in  the  field 
of  battle.  He  prefled,  and  obtained,  that  one  of  the  braveft  cham- 
pions of  the  Lombards  (hould  be  aflociated  to  the  enterprife,  but  no 
more  than  a promife  of  fecrecy  could  be  drawn  from  the  gallant 
Percdeus ; and  the  mode  of  fedu&ion  employed  by  Rofamond  be- 
trays her  (hamelefs  infenfibility  both  to  honour  and  love.  She  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  one  of  her  female  attendants  who  was  beloved  by 
Percdeus,  and  contrived  fomc  cxcufe  for  darknefs  and  filenee,  till 
die  could  inform  her  companion  that  he  had  enjoyed  the  queen  of 
the  Lombards,  and  that  his  own  death,  or  the  death  of  Alboin,  mull 
be  the  confequcnce  of  fuch  treafonable  adultery.  In  this  alternative, 
he  chofe  rather  to  be  the  accomplice  than  the  victim  of  Rofamond  ”, 
whofe  undaunted  fpirit  was  incapable  of  fear  or  remorfe.  She  ex- 
pected, and  foon  found  a favourable  moment,  when  the  king,  op- 


M The  ctaHkal  reader  will  recolleft  the 
wife  and  murder  of  Candaulest  fo  agreeably 
told  in  the  firH  book  of  Herodotus.  The 
choice  of  Gygcs,  ntfiira*  amtfj  mpiuat,  may 

I 


ferve  as  the  excuse  of  Pcrrdrus ; and  this  Toft 
indnuntion  of  an  odious  idea  has  been  imi- 
tated by  the  beft  writers  of  antiquity  (Gr*- 
vius,  ad  Ciccron.  Orat.  pro  Mi!or.c,  c.  10.). 
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’•  prefled  with  wine,  had  retired  from  the  table  to  his  afternoon  flum- 
• bers.  His  faithlefs  fpoufe  was  anxious  for  his  health  and  repofe: 
the  gates  of  the  palace  were  /hut,  the  arms  removed,  the  attendants 
difmifled,  and  Rofamond,  after  lulling  him  to  reft  by  her  tender 
carefles,  unbolted  the  chamber-door,  and  urged  the  relu&ant  con- 
fpirators  to  the  inftant  execution  of  the  deed.  On  the  firft  alarm, 
the  warrior  darted  from  his  couch  ; his  fword,  which  he  attempted 
to  draw,  had  been  fattened  to  the  fcabbard  by  the  hand  of  Rofa- 
mond ; and  a fmall  ftool,  his  only  weapon,  could  not  long  protect 
him  from  the  fpears  of  the  aflaflins.  The  daughter  of  Cunimond 
fmiled  in  his  fall ; his  body  was  buried  under  the  ftair-cafe  of  the 
palace,  and  the  grateful  pofterity  of  the  Lombards  revered  the  tomb 
and  the  memory  of  their  victorious  leader. 

The  ambitious  Rofamond  afpired  to  reign  in  the  name  of  her 
lover;  the  city  and  palace  of  Verona  were  awed  by  her  power,  and 
a faithful  band  of  her  native  Gepida:  was  prepared  to  applaud  the 
revenge,  and  to  fecond  the  wilhes,  of  their  fovereign.  But  the  Lom- 
bard chiefs,  who  fled  in  the  firft  moments  of  conftemation  and  dif- 
order,  had  refumed  their  courage  and  colleded  their  powers;  and 
the  nation,  inftead  of  fubmitting  to  her  reign,  demanded  with  unani- 
mous cries,  that  juftice  /hould  be  executed  on  the  guilty  fpoufe  and 
the  murderers  of  their  king.  She  fought  a refuge  among  the  ene- 
mies of  her  country,  and  a criminal  who  deferved  the  abhorrence  of 
mankind  was  protected  by  the  felli/h  policy  of  the  exarch.  With 
her  daughter,  the  heirefs  of  the  Lombard  throne,  her  two  lovers, 
her  trufty  Gepidrc,  and  the  fpoils  of  the  palace  of  Verona,  Rofa- 
mond delcended  the  Adige  and  the  Po,  and  was  tranfported  by  a 
Greek  veffel  to  the  fafe  harbour  of  Ravenna.  Longinus  beheld  w ith 
delight  the  charms  and  the  treafures  of  the  widow  of  Alboin : her 
fituation  and  her  paft  conduit  might  juftify  the  moft  licentious  pro- 

polals ; 
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pofals ; and  (he  readily  liftened  to  the  paflion  of  a miniftcr,  who,  Chap. 
even  in  the  decline  of  the  empire,  was  refpeded  as  the  equal  of  ■ aL'~  . 
kings.  The  death  of  a jealous  lover  was  an  eafy  and  grateful  fa- 
crifice,  and  as  Helmichis  iflued  from  the  bath,  he  received  the 
deadly  potion  from  the  hand  of  his  miftrefs.  The  talk  of  the 
liquor,  its  fpeedy  operation,  and  his  experience  of  the  character  of 
Rofamond,  convinced  him  that  he  was  poifoned : he  pointed  his  dagger 
to  her  breaft,  compelled  her  to  drain  the  remainder  of  the  cup,  and 
expired  in  a few  minutes,  with  the  confolation,  that  flic  could  not 
furvive  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  her  wickcdnefs.  The  daughter  of  Alboin 
and  Rofamond,  with  the  richeft  fpoils  of  the  Lombards,  was  embarked 
for  Conftantinople ; the  furprifing  ftrength  of  Percdeus  amufed  and 
terrified  the  Imperial  court : his  blindnefs  and  revenge  exhibited  an 
imperfed  copy  of  the  adventures  of  Sampfon.  By  the  free  fuffrage  Clepho.  ting 
of  the  nation,  in  the  alTembly  of  Pavia,  Clepho,  one  of  their  bLd,*1,0"' 
nobleft  chiefs,  was  eleded  as  the  fucceflor  of  Alboin.  Before  the  Au^ft!75* 
end  of  eighteen  months,  the  throne  was  polluted  by  a fecond  mur- 
der; Clepho  was  ftabbed  by  the  hand  of  a domeftic;  the  regal  office 
was  fufpended  above  ten  years,  during  the  minority  of  his  fon 
Autharis ; and  Italy  was  divided  and  opprefled  by  a ducal  ariftocracy 
of  thirty  tyrants’*. 

W hen  the  nephew  of  Jufliman  afeended  the  throne,  he  proclaim-  Weaknefa  of 
ed  a new  xra  of  happinefs  and  glory.  The  annals  of  the  fecond  juftS”1*'0' 
Juftin”  are  marked  with  dilgrace  abroad  and  mifery  at  home.  In 
the  Weft,  the  Roman  empire  was  afflided  by  the  bfs  of  Italy,  the 
defolation  of  Africa,  and  the  conquefts  of  the  Perfians.  Injufticc 

“ See  the  hiftory  of  Paul,  I.  it.  c.  18-  *»  The  original  authori  for  the  reign  of 

3a.  I have  borrowed  Come  ioterefling  cir-  Juftin  the  younger,  are  Evagriui,  Hift.  Ec- 
cumftances  from  the  Liber  Pontificalia  of  Ag-  clef.  I.  v.  c.  1 — 12.  Theophanei,  in  Chro- 
nellua,  in  Script.  Rer;  Ital.  tom.  ii.  p,  ta4.  nograph,  p.  20+— jio.  Zonarai,  tom.  ii. 

Of  all  chronological  guide;,  Mcratori  ia  the  |.  xiv.  p.  70—72.  Cedrenua,  in  Compend. 
fafeft.  p.  383—39*. 

\ ol.  IV.  _ 3 K prevailed 
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CHAP,  prevailed  bi'h  in  the  capital  and  the  provinces;  the  rich  trembled 
for  their  property,  the  poor  for  their  fafety,  the  ordinary  magiftrates 
were  ignorant  or  venal,  the  occafional  remedies  appear  to  have  been 
arbitrary  and  violent,  and  the  complaints  of  the  people  could  no 
longer  be  filenced  by  the  fplendid  names  of  a legiflator  and  a con- 
queror. The  opinion  which  imputes  to  the  prince  all  the  calamities 
of  his  times,  may  be  countenanced  by  the  hiftorian  as  a ferious 
truth  or  a falutary  prejudice.  Yet  a candid  fufpicion  will  arife,  that 
that  fentiments  of  Juftin  were  pure  and  benevolent,  and  that  he 
might  have  filled  his  ftation  without  reproach,  if  the  faculties  of  his 
mind  had  not  been  impaired  by  difeafe,  which  deprived  the  em- 
peror of  the  ufe  of  his  feet,  and  confined  him  to  the  palace,  a ftrangcr 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  vices  of  the  government. 
The  tardy  knowledge  of  his  own  impotence  determined  him  to  lay 
down  the  weight  of  the  diadem;  and  in  the  choice  of  a worthy  fub- 
ftitute,  he  fhewed  forqe  fymptoms  of  a difeerning  and  even  magna- 
nimous fpirit.  The  only  fon  of  Juftin  and  Sophia  died  in  his  in» 
fancy:  their  daughter  Arabia  was  the  wife  of  Baduarius'4  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  palace,  and  afterwards  commander  of  the  Italian 
armies,  who  vainly  afpired  to  confirm  the  rights  of  marriage  by 
thofc  of  adoption.  While  the  empire  appeared  an  object  of  defire, 
Juftin  was  accuftomed  to  behold  with  jealoufy  and  hatred  his  bro- 
thers and  coufins,  the  rivals  of  his  hopes ; nor  could  he  depend  on 
the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  would  accept  the  purple  as  a reftitution, 
rather  than  a gift.  Of  tbefe  competitors,  one  had  been  removed 
by  exile,  and  afterwards  by  death ; and  the  emperor  himfelf  had 


’*  Difpoiitorque  novas  facne  Baduarius  auls. 
Succeflor  foceri  mox  faUut  Cara-palait. 

Corippus. 

Badoariui  is  enumerated  among  the  dek'end- 
iim  and  allies  of  the  haofe  of  JulUciap.  A 
family  of  noble  Venetians  (Cafa  BaJttrc) 
built  churches  and  gave  dulccs  to  the  republic 

18 


as  early  as  the  ix**  century ; and  if  their  de- 
feent  be  admitted,  no  kings  in  Europe  can 
produce  a pedigree  fo  ancient  and  illuftriout. 
Ducaoge,  Fam.  Byzaniia.  p.  99.  Ameloe 
de  la  Houflayc,  Gouvcrncmcnt  de  Venifc, 
tom.  U»  P/'SfS* 
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inflicted  fucli  cruel  infults  on  another,  that  he  muft  either  dread  c H A P. 
his  refentment  or  defpife  his  patience.  This  domeftic  animofity  i — ... 
was  refined  into  a generous  refolution  of  feeking  a fucceflbr,  not  in 
his  family,  but  in  the  republic : and  the  artful  Sophia  recom- 
mended Tiberius”,  his  faithful  captain  of  the  guards,  whofe  virtues 
and  fortune  the  emperor  might  chcrifii  as  the  fruit  of  his  judicious 
choice.  The  ceremony  of  his  elevation  to  the  rank  of  Csefar,  or  Aflbciation 
Auguftus,  was  performed  in  the  portico  of  the  palace,  in  the  pre-  a.  d.  o*,' 
fence  of  the  patriarch  and  the  fenate.  Juftin  collected  the  remaining  Dwm  eT‘ 
ftrength  of  his  mind  and  body,  but  the  popular  belief  that  his  fpeech 
was  infpired  by  the  Deity,  betrays  a very  humble  opinion  both  of 
the  man  and  of  the  times”,  “ You  behold,”  faid  the  emperor, 

“ the  enfigns  of  fupremc  power.  You  are  about  to  receive  them 
“ not  from  my  hand,  but  from  the  hand  of  God.  Honour  them, 

*l  and  from  them  you  will  derive  honour.  RefpeG  the  emprefs 
“ your  mother ; you  are  now  her  fori,  before,  you  were  her  fervant. 

“ Delight  not  in  blood,  abftain  from  revenge,  avoid  thofe  actions 
“ by  which  I have  incurred  the  public  hatred,  and  confult  the  ex- 
“ perience  rather  than  the  example  of  your  predeceflor.  As  a man, 

“ I have  finned ; as  a finner,  even  in  this  life  I have  been  feverely 
4(  punifhed : but  thefe  fervants  (and  he  pointed  to  his  minifters), 

“ who  have  abufed  my  confidence,  and  inflamed  my  paffions,  will 
“ appear  with  me  before  the  tribunal  of  Chrill.  I have  been 
4i  dazzled  by  the  fplendour  of  the  diadem : be  thou  wife  and  modeft ; 

“ remember  what  you  have  been,  remember  what  you  arc.  You 


M The  praife  beftowed  on  princes  before 
their  elevation,  is  the  poreft  and  moil  weighty. 
Corippus  his  celebrated  Tiberius  at  the  time 
of  the  acceffion  of  Juftin  (I.  i.  212—222.).  Yet 
even  a captain  of  the  guards  might  attract  the 
flattery  of  an  African  exile, 

Eragrius  (1.  v.  c.  13  ) has  added  the  re- 


proach to  his  minifters.  He  applies  this  fpeech 
to  the  ceremony  when  Tiberius  was  inverted 
with  the  rank  of  Cxfar.  The  loofe  expref- 
fi*.a,  rather  than  the  pofittve  error,  of  Theo- 
phanes,  tec.  has  delayed  it  to  his  Augmftan  in- 
vcftfhir^,  innAedtetely  before  the  death  of 
Juftin. 
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Death  of 
Juftin  II. 
A.  D.  578, 
Odobcr  5. 


Reign  of  Ti- 
berius II. 

A. D.  578, 
Sept.  26  — 
A.  D.  582, 
Augult  14. 


“ fee  around  us  your  flaves  and  your  children ; with  the  authority, 
“ aiftime  the  tendernefs,  of  a parent.  Love  your  people  like  your- 
“ fclf ; cultivate  the  affections,  maintain  the  difciplme  of  thc'army* **. 
“ protect  the  fortunes  of  the  rich,  relieve  the  neceflities  of  the 
“ poor”.”  The  affembly,  in  filence  and  in  tears,  applauded  the 
counfcls,  and  fympathifed  with  the  repentance,  of  their  prince : the 
patriarch  rehearfed  the  prayers  of  the  church ; Tiberius  received  the 
diadem  on  his  knees,  and  Juftin,  who  in  his  abdication  appeared 
moft  worthy  to  reign,  addrefled  the  new  monarch  in  the  following 
words:  “ If  you  confent,  I live;  if  you  command,  I die:  may  the 
“ God  of  heaven  and  earth  infufe  into  your  heart  whatever  I have 
“ neglected  or  forgotten.”  The  four  laft  years  of  the  emperor 
Juftin  were  palled  in  tranquil  obfeurity:  his  confcience  was  no  longer 
tormented  by  the  remembrance  of  thofe  duties  which  he  was  in- 
capable of  difeharging;  and  his  choice  was  juftified  by  the  filial  re- 
verence and  gratitude  of  Tiberius. 

Among  the  virtues  of  Tiberius*',  his  beauty  (he  was  one  of  the 
tailed  and  moft  comely  of  the  Romans)  might  introduce  him  to 
the  favour  of  Sophia ; and  the  widow  of  Juftin  was  perfuaded,  that 
flic  fhould  preferve  her  ftation  and  influence  under  the  reign  of  a 
fecond  and  more  youthful  hufband.  But  if  the  ambitious  candidate  had 
been  tempted  to  flatter  and  diflemble,  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power 
to  fulfil  her  expectations,  or  his  own  promife.  The  factions  of  the 
hippodrome  demanded,  with  fome  impatience,  the  name  of  their  new 
emprefs ; both  the  people  and  Sophia  were  aftoniihed  by  the  pro- 


*7  Thcophylad  Simocatta  (1.  iii.  c.  11.) 
declares  that  he  (hall  give  to  pofterity  the 
fpeech  of  Juftin  as  it  was  pronounced,  with* 
out  attempting  to  corred  the  imperfedions 
of  language  or  rhetoric.  Perhaps  the  vain 
fophift  would  have  been  incapable  of  pro- 
ducing fuch  fentiments. 

**  For  the  charadcr  and  reign  of  Tiberius, 
2 


fee  Evagrius,  1.  v.  c.  13.  Theophylad,  l.iii. 
c.  12,  &c.  Theophanes,  in  Chron.  p.  210— 
213.  Zonaras,  tom.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  72.  Ce- 
drenus,  p.  392.  Paul  Warnefrid,  dc  Geftis 
Langobard.  I.  iii.  c.  1 1,  12.  The  deacon  of 
Forum  Julii  appears  to  have  pofleiTed  feme 
curious  and  authentic  fads. 
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clamation  of  Anaftafia,  the  fecret,  though  lawful  wife  of  the  em- 
peror Tiberius.  Whatever  could  alleviate  the  difappointment  of 
Sophia,  imperial  honours,  a (lately  palace,  a numerous  houfehold, 
was  liberally  bellowed  by  the  piety  of  her  adopted  fon ; on  folemn 
occafions  he  attended  and  confulted  the  widow  of  his  benefactor: 
but  her  ambition  difdained  the  vain  fcmblance  of  royalty,  and  the 
tefpeCtful  appellation  of  mother  ferved  to  exafperate,  rather  than 
appeafe,  the  rage  of  an  injured  woman.  While  (he  accepted,  and 
repaid  with  a courtly  fmile,  the  fair  expreffions  of  regard  and 
confidence,  a fecret  alliance  was  concluded  between  the  dowager 
emprefs  and  her  ancient  enemies;  and  Juftinian,  the  foil  of  Ger- 
manus,  was  employed  as  the  indrument  of  her  revenge.  The  pride 
of  the  reigning  houfe  fupported,  with  reluctance,  the  dominion  of  a 
ftranger:  the  youth  was  defervedly  popular;  his  name,  after  the 
death  of  Judin,  had  been  mentioned  by  a tumultuous  faction ; and 
his  own  fubmiffive  offer  of  his  head,  with  a treafure  of  fixty  thoufand 
pounds,  might  be  interpreted  as  an  evidence  of  guilt,  or  at  lead 
ef  fear.  Judinian  received  a free  pardon,  and  the  command  of 
the  eadern  army.  The  Perfian  monarch  fled  before  his  arms;  and 
the  acclamations  which  accompanied  his  triumph,  declared  him 
worthy  of  the  purple.  His  artful  patronefs  had  chofen  the  month 
of  the  vintage,  while  the  emperor,  in  a rural  folitude,  was  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  a fubjeCl.  On  the  fird  intelligence  of  her 
defigns  he  returned  to  Condantinople,  and  the  confpiracy  was 
fupprefled  by  his  prefence  and  firmnefs.  From  the  pomp  and 
honours  which  (he  had  abufed,  Sophia  was  reduced  to  a moded 
allowance  : Tiberius  difmiffed  her  train,  intercepted  her  correfpond- 
ence,  and  committed  to  a faithful  guard  the  cudody  of  her  perfon. 
But  the  fervices  of  Judinian  were  not  confidered  by  that  excellent 
prince  as  an  aggravation  of  his  offences : after  a mild  reproof,  his 

treafooi 
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treafon  and  ingratitude  were  forgiven ; and  it  was  commonly  be- 
lieved, that  the  emperor  entertained  fome  thoughts  of  contracting  a 
double  alliance  with  the  rival  of  his  throne.  The  voice  of  an  angel 
(fuch  a fable  was  propagated)  might  reveal  to  the  emperor,  that  he 
Ihould  always  triumph  over  his  domcftic  foes ; but  Tiberius  derived  a 
firmer  aflurance  from  the  innocence  and  generality  of  his  own 
mind. 

With  the  odious  name  of  Tiberius,  lie  afi'umed  the  more  popular 
appellation  of  Conftantinc,  and  imitated  the  purer  virtues  of  the 
Antonines.  After  recording  the  vice  or  folly  of  fo  many  Roman 
princes,  it  is  pleafing  to  repofe,  for  a moment,  on  a character  con- 
fpicuous  by  the  qualities  of  humanity,  juftice,  temperance,  and  for- 
titude ; to  contemplate  a fovereign  affable  in  his  palace,  pious  in  the 
church,  impartial  on  the  feat  of  judgment,  and  victorious,  at  leaft 
by  his  generals,  in  the  Perfian  war.  The  molt  glorious  trophy  of 
his  victory  confided  in  a multitude  of  captives,  whom  Tiberius 
entertained,  redeemed,  and  difmified  to  their  native  homes  with  the 
charitable  fpirit  of  a Chriftian  hero.  The  merit  or  misfortunes  of 
his  own  fubjeCts  had  a dearer  claim  to  his  beneficence,  and  he  mea- 
fured  his  bounty  not  fo  much  by  their  expectations,  as  by  his  own 
dignity.  This  maxim,  however  dangerous  in  a truftee  of  the  public 
wealth,  was  balanced  by  a principle  of  humanity  and  juftice,  which 
taught  him  to  abhor,  as  of  the  bafeft  alloy,  the  gold  that  was  ex- 
tracted from  the  tears  of  the  people.  For  their  relief,  as  often  as  they 
had  fuffered  by  natural  or  hoftile  calamities,  he  was  impatient  to 
remit  the  arrears  of  the  paft,  or  the  demands  of  future  taxes : he 
fternly  rejected  the  fervile  offerings  of  his  minifters,  which  were 
compenfeted  by  tenfold  oppreffion ; and  the  wife  and  equitable  laws 
of  Tiberius  excited  the  praife  and  regret  of  fueceeding  times. 
Conftantinople  believed  that  the  emperor  lad  difeovered  a treafure : 

but 
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but  his  genuine  treafure  confided  in  the  pra&icc  of  liberal  oeconomy, 
and  the  contempt  of  all  vain  and  fuperfluoua  expence.  The  Romans 
pf  the  Eaft  would  have  been  happy,  if  the  beft  gift  of  heaven,  a 
patriot  king,  had  been  confirmed  as  a proper  and  permanent  bleflmg. 
But  in  lefs  than  four  years  after  the  death  of  Judin,  his  worthy  fuc- 
ccffor  funk  into  a mortal  difeafe,  which  left  him  only  fufficient  time 
to  redore  the  diadem,  according  to  the  tenure  by  which  he  held  it, 
to  the  mod  deferving  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  fele&ed  Maurice 
from  the  crowd,  a judgment  more  precious  than  the  purple  it- 
felf:  the  patriarch  and  fenate  were  fummoned  to  the  bed  of  the 
dying  prince : he  bedowed  his  daughter  and  the  empire ; and  his 
lad  advice  was  folemnly  delivered  by  the  voice  of  the  quaedor. 
Tiberius  exprefied  his  hope,  that  the  virtues  of  his  Ion  and  fucccdbr 
would  ereft  the  nobled  maufoleum  to  his  memory.  His  memory 
was  embalmed  by  the  public  affli&ion ; but  the  mod  finccre  grief 
evaporates  in  the  tumult  of  a new  reign,  and  the  eyes  and  accla- 
mations of  mankind  were  fpeedily  dire&ed  to  the  ridng  fun. 

The  emperor  Maurice  derived  his  origin  from  ancient  Rome”; 
but  his  immediate  parents  were  fettled  at  Arabiflus  in  Cappadocia, 
and  their  fingular  felicity  preferved  them  alive  to  behold  and  par- 
take the  fortune  of  their  auguft  fon.  The  youth  of  Maurice  was 
{pent  in  the  profeffion  of  arms;  Tiberius  promoted  him  to  the 
command  of  a new  and  favourite  legion  of  twelve  thoufand  confede- 
rates ; his  valour  and  condud  were  fignalized  in  the  Perfian  war ; 
and  he  returned  to  Condantinople  to  accept,  as  his  jud  reward,  the 
inheritance  of  the  empire.  Manrice  afeended  the  throne  at  the 
mature  age  of  forty-three  years ; and  he  reigned  above  twenty  year* 

’*  It  u therefore  ftngular enough  that Paul  Latin  provinces  of  Europe;  and  a various 
c.  15.)  Ihould  dillingui(h  him  as  the  reading,  is  Grxcorum  Itsperio.  would  sfpljr 
hr(l  Greek  emperor— primus  ex  Grxcorum  the  exprsfion  to  (he  empire  rather  than  the 
genere  in  Jmperio  conflitutui.  Hit  imise-  prince, 
dtaie  prcdeccCon  had  indeed  been  born  in  the 
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over  the  Eaft  and  over  himfelf’0;  expelling  from  his  mind  the  wild 
democracy  of  paflions,  and  eftabliffiing  (according  to  the  quaint 
expreffion  of  Evagrius)  a perfect  ariftocracy  of  reafon  and  virtue. 
Some  fufpicion  will  degrade  the  teftimony  of  a fubjecl,  though  he 
protc&s  that  his  fecret  praife  fhould  never  reach  the  ear  of  his 
fbvereign  ”,  and  fome  failings  feem  to  place  the  charader  of  Maurice 
below  the  purer  merit  of  his  predeceflor.  His  cold  and  referved 
demeanour  might  be  imputed  to  arrogance;  his  juftice  was  not 
always  exempt  from  cruelty,  nor  his  clemency  from  weaknefs  ; and 
his  rigid  oeconomy  too  often  expofed  him  to  the  reproach  of  avarice. 
But  the  rational  wifhes  of  an  abfolutc  monarch  muft  tend  to  the 
happinefs  of  his  people ; Maurice  was  endowed  with  fenfe  and 
courage  to  promote  that  happinefs,  and  his  adminiftration  was  di- 
rected by  the  principles  and  example  of  Tiberius.  Tire  pufillani- 
mity  of  the  Greeks  had  introduced  fo  complete  a feparation  between 
the  offices  of  king  and  of  general,  that  a private  foldier  who  had 
deferved  and  obtained  the  purple,  ieldom  or  never  appeared  at  the 
head  of  his  armies.  Yet  the  emperor  Maurice  enjoyed  the  glory  of 
reftoring  the  Perfian  monarch  to  his  throne : his  lieutenants  waged 
a doubtful  war  againft  the  Avars  of  the  Danube,  and  he  caft  an  eye 
of  pity,  of  ineffedual  pity,  on  the  abjed  and  diilrefsful  ftate  of  hi* 
Italian  provinces. 

From  Italy  the  emperors  were  incefiantly  tormented  by  tales  of 
mifery  and  demands  of  fuccour,  which  extorted  the  humiliating 
confeffion  of  their  own  weaknefs.  The  expiring  dignity  of  Rome 


Confult,  for  the  charter  and  reign  of 
Maurice,  the  fifth  and  fixth  books  of  Eva* 
grius,  particularly  1.  vi.  c.  i ; the  eight 
books  of  his  prolix  and  florid  hiftory  by 
Theophyhft  Simocatta.  Thebphancs,  p. z i jf 
&c.  Zonaras,  tom.  n.  1.  xiv.  p.  73.  Cedre* 
nus,  p.  394, 


*'  AvrtKfciTvf  htv;  yutfun;  rr» 
n*flt»  Tfc’r  *•$*•*  u r»;  nxiis,-  i^ni^jrniri  4'tXTt* 
ftftr'jtpsTii«r  it  iv  t*k  wvra  X:y*c 7*5**  *ararrc-a- 

fMn c.  Evagrius  compofed  his  hiftory  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  Maurice;  and  he  had  been  Co 
wifely  indifereer,  that  the  emperor  knew  and 
rewarded  his  favourable  opinion  (I.  vi.  c.  24.). 
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was  only  marked  by  the  freedom  and  energy  of  her  complaints ; C H A p. 
“ If  you  are  incapable,”  fhe  laid,  “ of  delivering  us  from  the  fword  i , • 

“ of  the  Lombards,  fave  us  at  leaft  from  the  calamity  of  famine.” 

Tiberius  forgave  the  reproach,  and  relieved  the  diftrefs  : a fupply  of 
corn  was  tranfported  from  Egypt  to  the  Tyber;  and  the  Roman 
people,  invoking  the  name,  not  of  Camillus,  but  of  St.  Peter,  re- 
pulfed  the  Barbarians  from  their  walls.  But  the  relief  was  acci- 
dental, the  danger  was  perpetual  and  prefling ; and  the  clergy  and 
fenate,  colle&ing  the  remains  of  their  ancient  opulence,  a fum  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  difpatched  the  patrician  Pamphronius 
to  lay  their  gifts  and  their  complaints  at  the  foot  of  the  Byzantine 
throne.  The  attention  of  the  court,  and  the  forces  of  the  Eaft,  were 
diverted  by  the  Perfian  war : but  the  juftice  of  Tiberius  applied  the 
fubfidy  to  the  defence  of  the  city ; and  he  difiniflcd  the  patrician 
with  his  beft  advice,  either  to  bribe  the  Lombard  chiefs,  or  to  pur- 
chafe  the  aid  of  the  kings  of  France.  Notwithftanding  this  weak 
invention,  Italy  was  flill  affli&ed,  Rome  was  again  befieged,  and 
the  fuburb  of  Clafle,  only  three  miles  from  Ravenna,  was  pillaged 
and  occupied  by  the  troops  of  a Ample  duke  of  Spoleto.  Maurice 
gave  audience  to  a fecond  deputation  of  priefts  and  fenators  ; the 
duties  and  the  menaces  of  religion  were  forcibly  urged  in  the  letters 
of  the  Roman  pontiff;  and  his  nuncio,  the  deacon  Gregory,  was 
alike  qualified  to  folicit  the  powers  either  of  heaven  or  of  the  earth. 

The  emperor  adopted,  with  ftronger  effe€V,  the  meafures  of  his  pre- 
deccflbr:  fomc  formidable  chiefs  were  perfuaded  to  embrace  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Romans ; and  one  of  them,  a mild  and  faithful 
Barbarian,  lived  and  died  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  exarch : the  paffes  of 
the  Alps  were  delivered  to  the  Franks ; and  the  pope  encouraged 
them  to  violate,  without  fcruple,  their  oaths  Ajid  engagements,  to  the 
mifbdievers.  Ohildebcrt,  the  great-grandfon  of  Clovis,  was  per- 
fetaded  to  invade  Italy  by  the  payment  of  fifty  thoufand  pieces;  but 
Vol.  IV.  , 3 L as 
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C xi  v P aS  v*cwe<^  w‘t^1  delight  fome  Byzantine  coin  of  the  weight 

C — » > of  one  pound  of  gold,  the  king  of  Auftrafia  might  ftipulate,  that  the 

gift  Ihould  be  rendered  more  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  by  a proper 
mixture  of  thefe  refpcdtablc  medals.  The  dukes  of  the  Lombards 
had  provoked  by  frequent  inroads  their  powerful  neighbours  of  Gaul. 
As  foon  as  they  were  apprehenfive  of  a juft  retaliation,  they  re- 
nounced their  feeble  and  diforderly  independence  : the  advantages 
of  regal  government,  union,  fecrecy,  and  vigour,  were  unanimoufly 
Authiru,  confefled  ; and  Autharis,  the  fon  of  Clepho,  had  already  attained  the 
Lombard,*  ftrength  and  reputation  of  a warrior.  Under  the  ftandard  of  their 
584^590.  new  king,  the  conquerors  of  Italy  withftood  three  fucccflive  inva- 
fions,  one  of  which  was  led  by  Childebert  himfelf,  the  laft  of  the 
Merovingian  race  who  defeended  from  the  Alps.  The  firft  expe- 
dition was  defeated  by  the  jealous  animofity  of  the  Franks  and 
Alemanni.  In  the  fecond  they  were  vanquilhed  in  a bloody  battle, 
with  more  lofs  and  diflionour  than  they  had  fuftained  fince  the 
foundation  of  their  monarchy.  Impatient  for  revenge,  they  re- 
turned a third  time  with  accumulated  force,  and  Autharis  yielded 
to  the  fury  of  the  torrent.  The  troops  and  treafures  of  the  Lom- 
bards were  diftributed  in  the  walled  towns  between  the  Alps  and  the 
Apennine.  A nation,  left  fenfible  of  danger,  than  of  fatigue  and  delay, 
foon  murmured  againft  the  folly  of  their  twenty  commanders ; and 
the  hot  vapours  of  an  Italian  fun  infe&cd  with  difeafe  thofe  tra- 
montane bodies  which  had  already  fuffered  the  viciflitudes  of  in- 
temperance and  famine.  The  powers  that  were  inadequate  to  the 
conqueft,  were  more  than  fuflicient  for  the  dcfolation,  of  the  country; 
nor  could  the  trembling  natives  diftinguifti  between  their  enemies 
and  their  deliverers.  If  the  jun&ion  of  the  Merovingian  and  Im- 
perial forces  had  been  cffe&ed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan,  per- 
haps they  might  Iftvi?  fitb¥crted  the  throne  of  the  Lombards;  but 
the  Frauks  expected  fix  days  the  fignal  of  a flaming  village,  and 
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the  arms  of  the  Greeks  were  idly  employed  in  the  redudion  of  c ^ A p. 

Modena  and  Parma,  which  were  torn  from  them  after  the  retreat  of  ' „ > 

their  Tranfalpine  allies.  The  vidorious  Autharis  aflcrted  his  claim 
to  the  dominion  of  Italy.  At  the  foot  of  the  Rhsetian  Alps,  he  fub- 
dued  the  refiftance,  and  rifled  the  hidden  treafures,  of  a fequeftercd 
ifland  in  the  lake  of  Comum.  At  the  extreme  point  of  Calabria, 
he  touched  with  his  fpear  a column  on  the  fea-fhorc  of  Rhegium  ”, 
proclaiming  that  ’ancient  land-mark  to  ftand  the  immovable  boun- 
dary of  his  kingdom  ”, 

During  a period  of  two  hundred  years,  Italy  was  unequally  di- 
vided  between  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  and  the  exarchate  of  veana. 
Ravenna.  The  offices  and  profeffions,  which  the  jealoufy  of  Con- 
ftantine  had  feparated,  were  united  by  the  indulgence  of  Jullinian  ; 
and  eighteen  fucceffive  exarchs  were  inverted,  in  the  decline  of  the 
empire,  with  the  full  remains  of  civil,  of  military,  and  even  of  ec- 
clcfiaftical  power.  Their  immediate  jurifdidtion,  which  was  after- 
wards confecrated  as  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  extended  over  the 
modern  Romagna,  the  marlhes  or  vallies  of  Ferrara  and  Comma- 
chio”,  five  maritime  cities  from  Rimini  to  Ancona,  and  a fecond, 
inland  Pentapolis,  between  the  Adriatic  coaft  and  the  hills  of  the 
Apcnnine.  Three  fubordinatc  provinces,  of  Rome,  of  Venice,  and 


i»  The  Column*  Rhegina,  in  the  narrowed 
part  of  the  Faro  of  Medina,  one  hundred  Na- 
dia from  Rhegium  itfelf,  is  frequently  men- 
tioned in  ancient  geography.  Cluver.  Ital. 
Antiq.  tom.  ii.  p.  129 5.  Lucas  Holllen.  An- 
notat.  ad  Cluver.  p.  301.  Weffeling,  Itine- 
rar.  p.  106. 

»«  The  Greek  hidorians  adord  fome  faint 
hints  of  the  wars  of  Italy  (Menander,  in  Ex- 
cerpt. Legat.  p.  1 24.  126.  Theophylafl, 
1.  iii.  c.  4.).  The  Latins  are  more  fatisfac- 
tory ; and  efpqcially  Paul  Warnefrid,  ,U  iii- 
c,  13—34.  w^°  read  the  more  ancient 


hidories  of  Secundus  and  Gregory  of  Tours. 
Baronius  produces  fome  letters  of  the  popes, 
&c. ; and  the  times  are  meafured  by  the  ac- 
curate fcale  of  Pagi  and  Muratori. 

’*  The  papal  advocates,  Zacagni  and  Fon- 
tanini,  might  judly  claim  the  valley  or  mo- 
rafs  of  Commachio  as  a part  of  the  exarchate. 
But  the  ambition  of  including  Modena,  Reg- 
gio, Parma,  and  Placentia,  has  daikened  a 
geographical  quedion  fomewhat  doubtful  and 
obfeure.  Even  Muratori,  at  the  fervant  of 
the  heu4iof  Eds,  if.  not  free  from  partiality 
and  prejudice. 
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of  Naples,  which  were  divided  by  hoflile  lands  from  the  palace  of 
Ravenna,  acknowledged,  both  in  peace  and  war,  the  fupremacy  of 
the  exarch.  The  dutchy  of  Rome  appears  to  have  included  the 
Tufcan,  Sabine,  and  Latian  conqueRs,  of  the  firft  four  hundred 
years  of  the  city,  and  the  limits  may  be  diRin&ly  traced  along  the 
coaft,  from  Civita  Vecchia,  to  Terracina,  and  with  the  courfe  of 
the  Tyber  from  Ameria  and  Narni  to  the  port  of  ORia.  The  nu- 
merous iflands  from  Grado  to  Chiozza,  compofed  the  infant  domi- 
nion of  Venice  ; but  the  more  accefliblc  towns  on  the  continent 
were  overthrown  by  the  Lombards,  who  beheld  with  impotent  fury 
a new  capital  rifmg  from  the  waves.  The  power  of  the  dukes  of 
Naples  was  circumfcribed  by  the  bay  and  the  adjacent  ifles,  by  the 
hoflile  territory  of  Capua,  and  by  the  Roman  colony  of  Amalphi  ”, 
whofe  indufirious  citizens,  by  the  invention  of  the  mariner’s  com- 
pafs,  have  unveiled  the  face  of  the  globe.  The  three  iflands  of 
Sardinia,  Corftca,'  and  Sicily,  Rill  adhered  to  the  empire ; and  the 
acquifttion  of  the  farther  Calabria  removed  the  land- mark  of  Autharis 
from  the  fliore  of  Rhegium  to  the  iflhmus  of  Confentia.  In  Sar- 
dinia, the  favage  mountaineers  preferved  the  liberty  and  religion 
of  their  anccRors  ; -but  the  hufbandmen  of  Sicily  were  chained  to 
their  rich  and  cultivated  foil.  Rome  was  opprefled  by  the  iron 
feeptre  of  the  exarchs,  and  a Greek,  perhaps  an  eunuch,  infulted 
with  impunity  the  ruins  of  the  Capitol.  But  Naples  foon  acquired 
the  privilege  of  electing  her  own  dukes  ” ; the  independence  of 
Amalphi  was  the  fruit  of  commerce ; and  the  voluntary  attachment 
of  Venice  was  finally  ennobled  by  an  equal  alliance  with  the  eaflem 
empire.  On  the  map  of  Italy,  the  meafure  of  the  exarchate  oc- 
cupies a very  inadequate  fpace,  but  it  included  an  ample  proportion 

35  See  Brcncmann,  Diffrrt.  i®*  dc  Rcpub-  Gregor.  Magn*  1.  Hi.  cpifl.  23.  23,  2 6, 

lira  lAmalphitana,  p.  1-— ^2.  ad  ealeem  Hill.  27. 

Fandeft.  Florent. 
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of  wealth,  induftry,  and  population.  The  moll  faithful  and  valu-  c ^ P, 

able  fuhjeds  efcaped  from  the  Barbarian  yoke;  and  the  banners  of  — — ' 

Pavia  and  Verona,  of  Milan  and  Padua,  were  difplaycd  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  quarters  by  the  new  inhabitants  of  Ravenna.  The  remain-  The  k*g- 
der  of  Italy  was  poffeffed  by  the  Lombards ; and  from  Pavia,  the  Lombard/, 
royal  feat,  their  kingdom  was  extended  to  the  eaft,  the  north,  and 
the  weft,  as  far  as  the  confines  of  the  Avars,  the  Bavarians,  and 
the  Franks  of  Auftrafia  and  Burgundy.  In  the  language  of  modern 
geography,  it  is  now  reprefented  by  the  Terra  Firma  of  the  Venetian 
republic,  Tirol,  the  Milanefe,  Picmont,  the  coaft  cf  Genoa,  Mantua, 

Parma,  and  Modena,  the  grand  dutchy  of  Tufcany,  and  a large 
portion  of  the  ecclcfiaftical  ftatc  from  Perugia  to  the  Adriatic.  The 
dukes,  and  at  length  the  princes  of  Bcneventum,  furvived  the  mo- 
narchy, and  propagated  the  name  of  the  Lombards.  From  Capua 
to  Tarentum,  they  reigned  near  five  hundred  years  over  the  greateft 
part  of  the  prefent  kingdom  of  Naples”. 

In  comparing  the  proportion  of  the  victorious  and  the  vanquiftied  *'aJ8ua8e 
people,  the  change  of  language  will  afford  the  moft  probable  in-  of  the  Lom- 
ference.  According  to  this  ftnndard  it  will  appear,  that  the  Lom- 
bards of  Italy,  and  the  Vifigoths  of  Spain,  were  lefs  numerous  than 
the  Franks  or  Burgundians;  and  the  conquerors  of  Gaul  inuft  yield, 
in  their  turn,  to  the  multitude  of  Saxons  and  Angles  who  almoft 
eradicated  the  idioms  of  Britain.  The  modern  Italian  has  been  in- 
fcnfibly  formed  by  the  mixture  of  nations;  the  awkwardnefs  of  the 
Barbarians  in  the  nice  management  of  dcclcnfions  and  conjugations, 
reduced  them  to  the  ufc  of  articles  and  auxiliary  verbs;  and  many 


,T  I have  deferihed  the  ftate  of  Italy  from 
the  excellent  DiiTertaiion  of  Beretti.  Gta- 
none  (lAoria  Civile,  tom.  i.  p.  374—387.) 
has  foltowcd  the  learned  Cimillo  i cllrgrini 
in  the  gregraphy  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
After  the  lofs  cf  the  true  Calabria,  the  vanity 


of  the  Greek*  fuWKtuted  that  name  in  dead  of 
the  more  ignoble  appellation  of  Brottinm  ; 
and  the  change  apjwrars  to  have  takeo  place 
before  the  time  of  Charlemagne  (Ivgiaard, 
P-  75-)* 

new 
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CHAP,  new  ideas  have  been  exprefTed  by  Teutonic  appellations.  Yet  the 

. _ j principal  flock  of  technical  and  familiar  words  is  found  to  be  of 
Latin  derivation  ’* ; and  if  we  were  fufficicntly  converfant  with  the 
obfolete,  the  ruflic,  and  the  municipal  dialcdls  of  ancient  Italy,  we 
fhould  trace  the  origin  of  many  terms  which  might,  perhaps,  be 
rejected  by  the  claflic  purity  of  Rome.  A numerous  army  confli- 
tutes  but  a frnall  nation,  and  the  powers  of  the  Lombards  were  foon 
diminifhed  by  the  retreat  of  twenty  thoufand  Saxons,  who  fcorned 
a dependent  fituation,  and  returned,  after  many  bold  and  perilous 
adventures,  to  their  native  country  The  camp  of  Alboin  was  of 
formidable  extent,  but  the  extent  of  a camp  would  be  eafily  circum- 
fcribed  within  the  limits  of  a city ; and  its  martial  inhabitants  mufl 
be  thinly  fcattered  over  the  face  of  a large  country.  When  Alboin 
dcfcended  from  the  Alps,  he  invefted  his  nephew,  the  firft  duke  of 
Friuli,  with  the  command  of  the  province  and  the  people;  but  the 
prudent  Gifulf  would  have  declined  the  dangerous  office,  unlcfs  he 
had  been  permitted  to  chufe,  among  the  nobles  of  the  Lombards,  a 
fufficient  number  of  families40  to  form  a perpetual  colony  of  foldiers 
and  fubje&s.  In  the  progrefs  of  conquefl,  the  fame  option  could 
not  be  granted  to  the  dukes  of  Brefcia  or  Bergamo,  of  Pavia  or 
Turin,  of  Spoleto  or  Beneventura ; but  each  of  thefe,  and  each  of 
their  colleagues,  fettled  in  his  appointed  diflridl  with  a band  of 
followers  who  reforted  to  his  flandard  in  war  and  his  tribunal  in 
peace.  Their  attachment  was  free  and  honourable:  refigning  the 
gifts  and  benefits  which  they  had  accepted,  they  might  emigrate 
with  their  families  into  the  jurifdiclion  of  another  duke;  but  their 


31  Maffci  (Verona  Illuftrata,  parti,  p.310 
— 321.)  and  Muratori  (Antichita  Italune, 
tom.  ii.  Diftertazione  xxxii,  xxxiii.  p.  71  — 
365.)  have  aflerted  the  native  claims  of  the 
Italian  idiom:  the  former  with  e*thufiafm, 
the  latter  with  diferetion  ; both  with  learn- 
ing, ingenuity*  and  truth. 


**  Paul.deGeft. Langobard. l.iii.c.  5,6,7, 
40  Paul,  1.  ii.  c.  9.  He  calls  thefe  familiea 
or  generations  by  the  Teutonic  name  of  Fa- 
rm, which  is  likewife  ufed  in  the  Lombard 
laws.  The  humble  deacon  was  not  infenfible 
of  the  nobility  of  his  own  race.  See  1.  iv. 
c.  39, 
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abfence  from  the  kingdom  was  punifhed  with  death,  as  a crime  of 
military  defertion  *'.  The  pollerity  of  the  firft  conquerors  ftruck  a 
deeper  root  into  the  foil,  which,  by  every  motive  of  intereft  and 
honour,  they  were  bound  to  defend.  A Lombard  was  bom  the 
foldier  of  his  king  and  his  duke;  and  the  civil  aflemblies  of  the 
nation  difplayed  the  banners,  and  affumed  the  appellation,  of  a regu- 
lar army.  Of  this  army,  the  pay  and  the  rewards  were  drawn  from 
the  conquered  provinces  j and  the  diftribution,  which  was  not 
effected  till  after  the  death  of  Alboin,  is  difgraced  by  the  foul  marks 
of  injultice  and  rapine.  Many  of  the  moll  wealthy  Italians  were 
flain  or  banilhed  ; the  remainder  were  divided  among  the  ftrangers, 
and  a tributary  obligation  was  impofed  (under  the  name  of  hofpi- 
tality),  of  paying  to  the  Lombards  a third  part  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth.  Within  lels  than  feventy  years,  this  artificial  fyftcm  was 
abolilhed  by  a more  fimple  and  folid  tenure  Either  the  Roman 
landlord  was  expelled  by  his  ftrong  and  infolent  gueft ; or  the  annual 
payment,  a third  of  the  produce,  was  exchanged  by  a more  equi- 
table tranfa&ion  for  an  adequate  proportion  of  landed  property. 
Under  thefe  foreign  mailers,  the  bufinefs  of  agriculture,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  corn,  vines,  and  olives,  was  exercil’ed  with  degenerate 
Ikill  and  induliry  by  the  labour  of  the  flaves  and  natives.  But  the  oc- 
cupations of  a paftoral  life  were  more  pleafing  to  the  idlcnefs  of  the 
Barbarians.  In  the  rich  meadows  of  Vcnetia,  they  rellored  and  im- 
proved the  breed  of  horfes  for  which  that  province  had  once  been 
illuftrious4’;  and  the  Italians  beheld  with  allonilhment  a foreign  race 


41  Compare  N°  3 and  177  of  ihe  laws  of 

Rotharis. 

4*  Paul,  !.  ii.  c.  31,  32.  1.  iii.  c.  16.  The 
laws  of  Rotharis,  promulgated  A.  D.  643,  do 
not  contain  the  fmalleft  veftige  of  this  pay- 
ment of  thirds ; hut  they  preferve  many  cu- 
rious circumftances  cf  the  Hate  of  Italy  #u 4 
the  manners  of  the  Lombards. 

4i  The  Auds  of  Dionyfius  of  Syracufc,  and 

3 


his  frequent  victories  in  the  Olympic  games, 
had  dilfufed  among  the  Greeks  the  fame  of 
the  Venetian  horfes;  but  the  breed  was  ex- 
tinft  in  the  time  of  Strabo  (1.  v.  p.  325.). 
Gifulf  obtained  from  bis  uncle  gcncroiarum 
equarura  grrgec.  Paul,  I.  ii.  c;-  9.  • The 
Lombard*  a4certva«d*  liuoduced^citballi  fyl- 
vatici— wild  horfes.  Paul,  1.  iv.  c.  11. 

• 
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Drefs  and 
marriage. 


P.  of  oxen  or  buffaloes**.  The  depopulation  of  Lombardy,  and  the 
incrcafc  of  foreils,  afforded  an  ample  range  for  the  plcafures  of  the 
chace*5.  That  marvellous  art  which  teaches  the  birds  of  the  air  to 
acknowledge  the  voice,  and  execute  the  commands  of  their  mailer, 
had  been  unknown  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans**. 
Scandinavia  and  Scythia  produce  the  boldeft.  and  moll  tradable  fal- 
cons*7: they  were  tamed  and  educated  by  the  roving  inhabitants 
always  on  horfeback  and  in  the  field.  This  favourite  amufement  of 
cur  ancehors  was  introduced  by  the  Barbarians  into  the  Roman 
provinces;  and  the  laws  of  Italy  clteem  the  fword  and  the  hawk  as 
of  equal  dignity  and  importance  in  the  hands  of  a noble  Lombard  *'. 

So  rapid  was  the  influence  of  climate  and  example,  that  the  Lom- 
bards of  the  fourth  generation  furveyed  with  curiofity  and  affright 
the  portraits  of  their  favage  forefathers  *’.  Their  heads  were  lhaven 

. behind, 


44  Tunc  (A.  D.  596)  primum,  hibali  in 
Italiam  delati  Italia:  populis  miracula  fuerc 
{Paul  Warnefrid,  1.  iv.  c.  11.).  The  buffa- 
loes, whofe  native  climate  appears  to  be  Afri- 
ca and  India,  are  unknown  id  Europe,  except 
in  Italy,  where  they  arc  numerous  and  ufcfui. 
The  ancients  were  ignorant  of  thefc  animals, 
unlefs  Ariftotlc  (Hift.  Animal.  I.  ii.  c.  1.  p.  58. 
Paris,  1783)  has  deferibed  them  as  the  wild 
oxen  of  Arachofia.  See  Buffon,  Hift.  Natu- 
rellc,  tom.  xi.  and  Supplement,  tom.  vi.  Hill. 
Generale  dcs  Voyages,  tom.  i.  p.  7.  481.  ii. 
105.  iii.  291.  iv.  234.  461.  v.  193.  vi.  491. 
viii.  400.  x.  666.  Pennant’s  Quadrupcdcs, 
p.  24.  Diilionaire  d’Hift.  Naturelle,  par 
Valmont  de  Romare,  tom.  ii.  p.  74.  Vet  I 
mull  not  conceal  the  fufpicion  that  Paul,  by 
a vulgar  error,  may  have  applied  the  name  of 
bubalus  to  the  aurochs,  or  wild  bull,  of  an- 
cient Germany. 

,41Confultthexx'.w  Diflertation  of  Muratori. 

Their  ignorance  is  proved  by  the  filencc 
even  of  chcfe  who  profcfledly  treat  of  the  arts 
of  hunting  and  the  hiftory  of  animals.  Ari- 
8 


ftotle  (Hift.  Animal.  I.  ix.  c.  36.  tom.  i. 
p.  586.  and  the  Notes  of  his  laft  editor,  M. 
Camus,  tom.  ii.  p.  314.),  Pliny  (Hift.  Na- 
tur.  1.  x.  c.  10.),  ./Elian  (dc  Natur.  Animal. 
].  ii.  c.  42-),  and  perhaps  Homer  (OdyfT. 
xxii.  302—306.),  deferibe  with  aftonilbment 
a tacit  league  and  common  chace  between  the 
hawks  and  the  Thracian  fowlers. 

47  Particularly  the  gerfaut,  or  gyrfalcon, 
of  the  fize  of  a fmall  eagle.  See  the  ani- 
mated defeription  of  M.  de  Buffon,  Hift.  Na- 
ture !!e,  tom.  xvi.  p.  239,  &c. 

4*  Script.  Rerum  Italicarum,  tom.i.  partii. 
p.  129.  This  is  the  xvi,h  law  of  the  emperor 
Lewis  the  Pious.  His  father  Charlemagne 
had  falconers  in  his  houfchold  as  well  as  huntf- 
men  (Mcmoires  fur  Tanciecne  Chevalcrie,  par 
M.  dc  St.  Palaye,  tom.  iii.  p 175.).  I 
obferve  in  the  laws  of  Rotharis  a more  early 
mention  of  the  art  of  hawking  (N°  322.); 
and  in  Gaul,  in  the  v,b  century,  it  is  celebrated 
by  Sidonius  Apollinaris  among  the  talents  of 
Avitus  (202  - 207.). 

49  The  epitaph  of  Droftulf  (Paul,  1.  iii. 

c.  19.) 


* 
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behind,  but  the  fhaggy  locks  hung  over  their  eyes  and  mouth,  and  C H A P. 
a long  heard,  reprefented  the  name  and  character  of  the  nation.  » " f 

Their  drefs  confided  of  loofe  linen  garments,  after  the  falhion  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  which  were  decorated,  in  their  opinion,  with  broad 
ftripes  of  variegated  colours.  The  legs  and  feet  were  clothed  in  long 
hofc,  and  open  fandals;  and  even  in  the  fecurity  of  peace,  a trufty 
fvvovd  was  conftantly  girt  to  their  fide.  Yet  this  ftrange  apparel,  and 
horrid  afpect,  often  concealed  a gentle  and  generous  difpofition  j and 
as  foon  as  the  rage  of  battle  had  fublided,  the  captives  and  fubjetts 
were  fomctiines  furprifed  by  the  humanity  of  the  vidtor.  The  vices  of 
the  Lombards  were  the  effect  of  pafiion,  of  ignorance,  of  intoxication : 
their  virtues  are  the  more  laudable,  as  they  were  not  affe&ed  by  the 
hypocrify  of  focial  manners,  nor  impofed  by  the  rigid  conftraint  of 
laws  and  education.  I fiiould  not  be  apprehenfive  of  deviating  from 
my  fubjedt,  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  delineate  the  private  life  of 
the  conquerors  of  Italy,  and  L lhall  relate  with  pleafure  the  adven- 
turous gallantry  of  Autharis,  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  chivalry 
and  romance”.  After  the  lofs  of  his  promifed  bride,  a Merovingian 
princcfs,  he  fought  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Bava- 
ria; and  Garibald  accepted  the  alliance  of  the  Italian  monarch. 

Impatient  of  the  flow  progrefs  of  negociation,  the  ardent  lover 
dcaped  from  his  palace,  and  vilited  the  court  of  Bavaria  in  the  train 
of  his  own  embalfy.  At  the  public  audience,  the  unknown  ftranger 
advanced  to  the  throne,  and  informed  Garibald,  that  the  ambaflador 
was  indeed  the  miniller  of  ftate,  but  that  he  alone  was  the  friend  of- 


c.  19.)  may  be  applied  to  many  of  his  court* 
irymen  : 

Terribilis  vifu  facies,  fed  cord*  brnignus 
Longaque  robufio  pt&orc  harba  fuit. 

The  portraits  of  the  old  Lombards  might  dill 
be  fern  in  the  palace  of  Moi.za,  twelve  miles 
from  Milan,  which  had  been  founded  or  re- 
flored  by  queen  Thcudciinda  (I.  iv.  Z2,  23.)* 

Vol.  IV.  3 


See  Mura  tori,  tom.  i.  diflertaz.  xxiii.  p.  300. 

,u  The  ftory  of  Autharis  and  TheodclinJa 
is  related  by  Paul,  I.  iii.  c.  29.  34. ; and  ary 
fragment  of  Bavarian  antiquity  excites  the 
indefatigable  diligence  of  the  count  de 
Hift.  des  Pc4ples  de  Pliurope,  tom.  xi.  p.  595 
— 635.  tom.'xii.  p.  1 — 53. 
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Autharis,  who  had  trufled  him  with  the  delicate  commiflion  of  making 
a faithful  report  of  the  charms  of  his  fpoufe.  Theudelinda  was 
fummoned  to  undergo  this  important  examination,  and  after  a paufe 
of  filent  rapture,  he  hailed  her  as  the  queen  of  Italy,  and  humbly 
requcllcd,  that,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  nation,  flic  would 
prefent  a cup  of  wine  to  the  firft  of  her  new  fubjeds.  By  the  com- 
mand of  her  father,  (he  obeyed : Autharis  received  the  cup  in  his  turn, 
and,  in  reftoring  it  to  the  princcfs,  he  fecretly  touched  her  hand, 
and  drew  his  own  finger  over  his  face  and  lips.  In  the  evening, 
Theudelinda  imparted  to  her  nurfc  the  indifereet  familiarity  of  the 
ftranger,  and  was  comforted  by  the  affurance,  that  fuch  boldnefs 
could  proceed  only  from  the  king  her  hufband,  who,  by  his  beauty 
and  courage,  appeared  worthy  of  her  love.  The  ambafiadors  were 
difmifled : no  fooner  did  they  reach  the  confines  of  Italy,  than 
Autharis,  raifing  himfclf  on  his  horfe,  darted  his  battle-axe  againft 
a tree  with  incomparable  ftrength  and  dexterity,  “ Such,”  faid  he 
to  the  aflonifhed  Bavarians,  “ fuch  arc  the  flrokes  of  the  king  of  the 
“ Lombards.”  On  the  approach  of  a French  army,  Garibald  and 
his  daughter  took  refuge  in  the  dominions  of  their  ally;  and  the 
marriage  was  confummatcd  in  the  palace  of  Verona.  At  the  end  of 
one  year,  it  was  dilfolvcd  by  the  death  of  Autharis : but  the  virtues 
of  Theudelinda ’*  had  endeared  her  to  the  nation,  and  Ihe  was  per- 
mitted to  bellow,  with  her  hand,  the  feeptre  of  the  Italian  kingdom. 

From  this  fad,  as  well  as  from  fimilar  events ",  it  is  certain  that 
the  Lombards  poflefled  freedom  to  eled  their  fovereign,  and  fenfe  to 
decline  the  frequent  ufe  of  that  dangerous  privilege.  The  public 
revenue  arofe  from  the  produce  of  land,  and  the  profits  of  juft  ice. 

*•  Giannone  (tfloria  Civile  de  Napoli,  delinda  to  the  arms  of  a muleteer, 
tom.  ,i-  p.  *6 j.)  has  jolUy  ccnfured  the  '*  Paul,  1.  iii.  c.  ■ 6.  The  firlt  diflertationa 
impertinence  of  Boccaccio  (Gio.  iii.  No-  of  Muratori,  and  the  firlt  volume  of  Gian- 
vel.  a.),  who,  without  right,  or  truth,  or  oone’e  hiftory,  may  be  confulted  for  the  Hate 
pretence,  has  given  the  pious  queen  Theu-  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

When 
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When  the  independent  dukes  agreed  that  Autharis  fliould  afeend  the  c p- 

throne  of  his  father,  they  endowed  the  regal  office  with  a fair  ' ■ 

moiety  of  their  rcfpe&ivc  domains.  The  proudeft  nobles  afpired  to 
the  honours  of  fervitude  near  the  perfon  of  their  prince : he  rewarded 
the  fidelity  of  his  vaflals  by  the  precarious  gift  of  penfions  and  bene- 
fices ; and  atoned  for  the  injuries  of  war,  by  the  rich  foundation  of 
monafteries  and  churches.  In  peace  a judge,  a leader  in  war,  he  never 
ufurped  the  powers  of  a foie  and  abfolute  legiflator.  The  king 
of  Italy  convened  the  national  aflemblies  in  the  palace,  or  more 
probably  in  the  fields,  of  Pavia : his  great  council  was  compofcd  of 
the  perfons  mod  eminent  by  their  birth  and  dignities;  but  the 
validity,  as  well  as  the  execution  of  their  decrees,  depended  on  the 
approbation  of  the  faithful  people,  the  fortunate  army  of  the  Lom- 
bards. About  fourfeore  years  after  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  their  tra- 
ditional cuftoms  were  tranferibed  in  Teutonic  Latin  ”,  and  ratified  Laws, 
by  the  confent  of  the  prince  and  people ; fome  new  regulations  4c.°  643’ 
were  introduced,  more  fuitable  to  their  prefent  condition;  the  example 
of  Rotharis  was  imitated  by  the  wifeft  of  his  fuccelfors,  and  the 
laws  of  the  Lombards  have  been  efteemed  the  leaft  imperfect  of  the 
Barbaric  codes”.  Secure  by  their  courage  in  the  pofleffion  of 
liberty,  thefe  rude  and  hafty  legiflators  w'ere  incapable  of  balancing 
the  powers  of  the  conftitution,  or  of  difeuffing  the  nice  theory  of 
political  government.  Such  crimes  as  threatened  the  life  of  the 
fovereign,  or  the  l'afety  of  the  Hate,  were  adjudged  worthy  of  death; 
but  their  attention  was  principally  confined  to  the  defence  of  the 
perfon  and  property  of  the  fubjedt.  According  to  the  llrange  jurif- 


s*  The  moil  accurate  edition  of  the  laws  of  54  Montefquieu,  Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xxviir. 
the  Lombards  is  to  be  found  in  the  Scriptores  c.  1.  Lc*  loix  des  Bourguiguons  font  aflez 
Rcrum  Italic.irum,  tom.  i.  part  ii.  p.  1 — 181.  judicieufrs : celles  de  Rotharis  ct  des  autre* 
collated  from  the  fit oft  ancient  MSS.  and  il-  princes  Lombltd*  1?  font  encore  ptus. 
luftrated  by  the  critical  notes  of  Muratori. 

3 M 2 'prudence 
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prudence  of  the  times,  the  guilt  of  blood  might  he  redeemed  by  a fine; 
yet  the  high  price  of  nine  hundred  pieces  of  gold  declares  a juft  fenfe  of 
the  value  of  a fimplc  citizen.  Lcfs  atrocious  injuries,  a wound,  a frac- 
ture, a blow,  an  opprobrious  word,  were  meafured  with  fcrupulous  and 
almoft  ridiculous  diligence  ; and  the  prudence  of  the  legiflator  en- 
couraged the  ignoble  praflice  of  bartering  honour  and  revenge  for  a pe- 
cuniary compcnfation.  The  ignorance  of  the  Lombards,  in  the  ftate  of 
Faganifm  or  Chriftianity,  gave  implicit  credit  to  the  malice  and  mif- 
chief  of  witchcraft ; but  the  judges  of  the  fcventcenth  century  might 
have  been  inftructed  and  confounded  by  the  wildom  of  Rotharis, 
who  derides  the  abfurd  fuperftition,  and  prote&s  the  wretched 
vidtims  of  popular  or  judicial  cruelty”.  The  fame  fpirit  of  a legif- 
lator, fuperior  to  his  age  and  country,  may  be  aferibed  to  I.uitprand, 
who  condemns,  while  he  tolerates,  the  impious  and  inveterate 
abufe  of  duels  **,  obferving  from  his  own  experience,  that  the  jufter 
caufe  had  often  been  opprefled  by  fuccefsful  violence.  Whatever 
merit  may  be  difeovered  in  the  laws  of  the  Lombards,  they  arc  the 
genuine  fruit  of  the  reafon  of  the  Barbarians,  who  never  admitted 
the  Bifhops  of  Italy  to  a feat  in  their  legiflative  councils.  But  the  fuc- 
ceftion  of  their  kings  is  marked  with  virtue  and  ability ; the  troubled 
feries  of  their  annals  is  adorned  with  fair  intervals  of  peace,  order, 
and  domeftic  happinefs ; and  the  Italians  enjoyed  a milder  and  more 
equitable  government,  than  any  of  the  other  kingdoms  which  had 
been  founded  on  the  ruins  of  the  Weftern  Empire 

Amidft 


**  See  'Leges  Rotharis,  N°  379,  p.  47. 
Striga  is  ufed  as  the  name  of  a witch.  It  is 
of.  the  put  re  it  clafiic  origin  (Horat.  epod.  v. 
jo.  Petron.  c.  134.) ; and,  from  the  words 
cf  Pctrooius  (qua:  rtriges  come  Jernot  rvos 
tuosfj,  it  may  be  inferred  that  ' c prejudice 
was  of  Italian  rather  than  Ba*b<ric  extrac- 
tion* 


511  Quia  incerte  fumus  de  judicio  dci,  et 
tnuStos  audivimus  per  pugnam  line  juftii  caufa 
fuam  caufam  perdcre.  Sed  propter  confue- 
tudinern  gentem  noltram  Lnngobardorum  le- 
gem impiam  vetarc  non  pofl\imus.  See  p.  74. 
N°  65.  of  the  Laws  of  Luitprand,  promul- 
gated A.  D.  724. 

S1  Read  the  hiilory  of  Faul  Wamefrid  5 
particu- 
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Amidft  the  arms  of  the  Lombards,  and  under  the  defpotifm  of  the 
Oreeks,  we  again  enquire  into  the  fate  of  Rome”,  which  had 
reached,  about  the  clofe  of  the  fixth  century,  the  loweft  period  of 
her  deprcflion.  By  the  removal  of  the  feat  of  empire,  and  the  l'uc- 
ceflive  lofs  of  the  provinces,  the  fources  of  public  and  private  opu- 
lence were  exhauftcd ; the  lofty  tree,  under  whofc  Ihade  the  nations 
of  the  earth  had  repofed,  was  deprived  of  its  leaves  and  branches, 
and  the  faplefs  trunk  was  left  to  wither  on  the  ground.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  command,  and  the  meflengers  of  vi&ory,  no  longer  met 
on  the  Appian  or  Flaminian  way  ; and  the  hoflile  approach  of  the 
Lombards  was  often  felt  and  continually  feared.  The  inhabitants 
of  a potent  and  peaceful  capital,  who  vifit  without  an  anxious 
thought  the  garden  of  the  adjacent  country,  will  faintly  picture  in 
their  fancy  the  diftrefs  of  the  Romans : they  Ihut  or  opened  their 
gates  with  a trembling  hand,  beheld  from  the  walls  the  flames  of 
their  houfes,  and  heard  the  lamentations  of  their  brethren  who  were 
coupled  together  like  dogs,  and  dragged  away  into  diftant  flavery 
beyond  the  fea  and  the  mountains.  Such  incefiant  alarms  mud  an- 
nihilate the  plealures  and  interrupt  the  labours  of  a rural  life ; and 
the  Campagna  of  Rome  was  fpeedily  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a dreary 
wildernefs,  in  which  the  land  is  barren,  the  waters  are  impure,  and 
the  air  is  infe&ious.  Curiofity  and  ambition  no  longer  at  traded 
the  nations  to  the  capital  of  the  world : hut  if  chance  or  neceffity 
dire&ed  the  fteps  of  a wandering  ftranger,  he  contemplated  with 
horror  the  vacancy  and  folitude  of  the  city,  and  might  be  tempted 
to  afle,  where  is  the  fenate,  and  where  are  the  people,  in  a feafon 

particularly  1.  iii.  c.  1 6.  Baronius  rejects  the 
praife,  which  appears  to  contradict  the  invec- 
tives, of  pope  Gregory  the  Great ; but  Mu- 
ratori  (Annals  d'ltalia,  tom.  v.  p.  217.)  pre- 
-fumes  to  infmuatc  that  the  faint  may  have 
.magnified  the  faults  of  Axians  and  enemies. 

9 


*§  The  paftages  of  the  homilies  of  Gregory, 
which  reprefent  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  city 
and  Tuutry,  .*re  tranferibed  in  the  Annals  of 
Barom^i,  D.  590.  16.  A.  D.  595* 

N°  2 1 fcc.fcc. 

of 
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P.  of  exceflive  rains,  the  Tyber  fwelled  above  its  banks,  and  rulhccl 
with  irrefiftible  violence  into  the  vallies  of  the  fcven  hills.  A pefli- 
lential  difcafe  arofe  from  the  ftagnation  of  the  deluge,  and  fo  rapid 
was  the  contagion,  that  fourlcorc  perfons  expired  in  an  hour  in  the 
xnidft  of  a folemn  proceflion,  which  implored  the  mercy  of  heaven 
A fociety  in  which  marriage  is  encouraged  and  induftry  prevails, 
foon  repairs  the  accidental  lofles  of  peftilence  and  war : but  as  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  Romans  was  condemned  to  hopelefs  indigence 
and  celibacy,  the  depopulation  was  conftant  and  vifiblc,  and  the 
gloomy  enthufiafts  might  exped  the  approaching  failure  of  the  hu- 
man race*0.  Yet  the  number  of  citizens  ftill  exceeded  the  meafure 
of  fubfiftence  : their  precarious  food  was  fupplied  from  the  harvefts 
of  Sicily  or  Egypt ; and  the  frequent  repetition  of  famine  betrays 
the  inattention  of  the  emperor  to  a diftant  province.  The  edifices 
of  Rome  were  expofed  to  the  fame  ruin  and  decay : the  mouldering 
fabrics  were  eafily  overthrown  by  inundations,  tempefts,  and  earth- 
quakes, and  the  monks  who  had  occupied  the  moll  advantageous 
Rations,  exulted  in  their  bafe  triumph  over  the  ruins  of  antiquity". 
It  is  commonly  believed,  that  pope  Gregory  the  firft  attacked  the 
temples  and  mutilated  the  ftatues  of  the  city  ; that,  by  the  command 
of  the  Barbarian,  the  Palatine  library  was  reduced  to  allies,  and  that 
the  hi  (lory  of  Livy  was  the  peculiar  mark  of  his  abfurd  and  mif- 
chievous  fanaticifm.  The  writings  of  Gregory'  himfelf  reveal  his 


59  The  inundation  and  plague  were  report- 
ed by  a deacon,  whom  his  bilhop,  Gregory 
of  Tours,  had  difpatched  to  Rome  for  fome 
relics.  The  ingenious  meitenger  embelliihcd 
his  tale  and  the  river  with  a great  dragon  and 
a train  of  little  ferpents  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  x. 
c.  i.). 

60  Gregory  of  Rome  (Dialpg.  f«  ii.  c.  15,) 
relates  a memorable  prediction  of  ijt.  Bene- 
dict. Roma  a Gcntilibus  non  cj©-minabi- 
tur  fed  tempeftatibus,  corufcis  turbinibus  ac 


terrx  mettk  in  femetipfa  marcefcct.  Such  3 
prophecy  melts  into  true  hiilory,  and  be- 
comes the  evidence  of  the  fact  after  which  it 
was  invented. 

61  Quia  in  uno  fe  ore  cum  Jovis  laodibus, 
Chriilt  laudes  non  capiunt,  et  quam  grave 
nefamiumque  fit  epifeopis  canere  quod  nec 
laico  religiofo  conveniac,  ipfe  confident  (I.  ix. 
ep.  4.).  The  writings  of  Gregory  hira/elf 
atteft  his  innocence  of  any  claiUc  cafte  or  li- 
terature. 

impla- 
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implacable  averfion  to  the  monuments  of  clafllc  genius ; and  lie  chap. 

points  his  fevered:  cenfurc  againft  the  profane  learning  of  a bifhop,  < . < 

■who  taught  the  art  of  grammar,  ftudied  the  Latin  poets,  and  pro- 
nounced with  the  fame  voice  the  praifes  of  Jupiter  and  thofe  of  Chrift. 

But  the  evidence  of  his  dcftruCtive  rage  is  doubtful  and  recent : the 
Temple  of  Peace,  or  the  theatre  of  Marccllus,  have  been  demolifhcd 
by  the  flow  operation  of  ages,  and  a formal  profeription  would  have 
multiplied  the  copies  of  Virgil  and  Livy  in  the  countries  which 
were  not  fubjeCt  to  the  ccclcflaflical  dictator"1. 

Like  Thebes,  or  Babylon,  or  Carthage,  the  name  of  Rome  might  T*’' ,on,,M 

* ° and  relics  of 

have  been  crazed  from  the  earth  ; if  the  city  had  not  been  animated  the  apoftles. 
by  a vital  principle,  which  again  reftored  her  to  honour  and  domi- 
nion. A vague  tradition  was  embraced,  that  two  Jewifti  teachers, 
a tent-maker,  and  a fiflierman,  had  formerly  been  executed  in  the 
circus  of  Nero,  and  at  the  end  of  five  hundred  years  their  genuine 
or  fictitious  relics  were  adored  as  the  Palladium  of  Chriftian  Rome. 

The  pilgrims  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  reforted  to  the  holy  threfhold  ; 
but  the  flirincs  of  the  apoftles  were  guarded  by  miracles  and  invifible 
terrors ; and  it  was  not  without  fear  that  the  pious  Catholic  approach- 
ed the  objeft  of  his  worfliip.  It  was  fatal  to  touch,  it  was  dangerous 
to  behold,  the  bodies  of  the  faints ; and  thofe  who  from  the  pureft 
motives  prefumed  to  difturb  the  repofc  of  the  fanCtuary,  were  af- 
frighted by  vifions,  or  punifhed  with  fudden  death.  The  unreafon- 
able  requeft  of  an  emprefs,  who  wiftved  to  deprive  the  Romans  of 
their  facred  treafure,  the  head  of  St.  Paul,  was  rejected  with  the 
deepeft  abhorrence ; and  the  pope  aflerted,  moft  probably  with 
truth,  that  a linen  which  had  been  fanCtified  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  his  body,  or  the  filings  of  his  chain,  which  it  was  fometimes  eafy 


•’  Bayle  (Difiionaire  Critique,  tom.  ii. 
p.  598,  599  ),  in  * »ery  good  article  of  Grt. 
g:irt  1.  has  quoted,  for  the  buildings  and  fta- 
tues,  Platina  in  Gregorio  I. ; for  the  Pala- 


tine library,  John  of  Saliibury  (de  Nugis 
CurialiufNl.  ii.  e.  26.) ; and  for  Livy,  An- 
toninus or  Florence : the  oldelt  of  the  threo 
lived  in  the  xii'h  century. 

and 
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and  fometimes  impofllble  to  obtain,  poffeffed  an  equal  degree  of 
miraculous  virtue  **.  But  the  power  as  well  as  virtue  of  the 
apoflles  refided  with  living  energy  in  the  breaft  of  their  fucceffors  • 
and  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  was  filled  under  the  reign  of  Maurice  by 
the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  name  of  Gregory4*.  His  grandfather 
Felix  had  himl'elf  been  pope,  and  as  the  bifhops  were  already  bound 
by  the  law  of  celibacy,  his  confecration  muft  have  been  preceded  by 
the  death  of  his  wife.  The  parents  of  Gregory,  Sylvia,  and  Gor- 
dian, were  the  noblcft  of  the  fenate  and  the  moll  pious  of  the 
church  of  Rome ; his  female  relations  were  numbered  among  die 
faints  and  virgins  ; and  his  own  figure  with  thofe  of  his  father  and 
mother  were  reprefented  near  three  hundred  years  in  a family  por- 
trait41, which  he  offered  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Andrew.  The 
defign  and  colouring  of  this  picture  afford  an  honourable  teftimony, 
that  the  art  of  painting  was  cultivated  by  the  Italians  of  the  fixth 
century  ; but  the  mod  abje<3  ideas  mull  be  entertained  of  their  taftc 
and  learning,  fincc  the  epiftles  of  Gregory,  his  ferraons,  and  his  dia- 

41  Gregor.  1.  sir.  epift.  J4.  indift.  12,  4c.  mining  much  original,  though  doubtful,  evi- 
Frorn  the  Epiftles  of  Gregory,  and  the  viii'*  dcnce ; the  third,  a long  and  laboured  corn- 
volume  of  the  Annals  of  Baronius,  she  pioui  pilation  by  the  Benedifiine  editors  (p.  loo- 
reader  may  collca  the  particles  of  holy  iron  315.).  The  Annals  of  Baronius  are  a co- 
wbichwcreinferted  in  keys  or  croffes  of  gold,  pious  but  partial  hiltory.  His  papa!  prrju- 
and  diftributed  in  Britain,  Gaul,  Spain,  Afri-  dices  are  tempered  by  the  good  fenfe  of  Fleury 
ca,  Conftantinople,  and  Egypt.  The  pond-  (Hid.  Ecclef.  tom.  viii.),  and  hia  chronology 
Beal  fmith  who  handed,  the  file  mull  have  has  been  reflified  by  the  criticifm  of  Fagi  and 
undcrfteod  the  miracles  which  it  was  in  his  Muratoti. 

own  power  to  operate  or  with-hold : a circum-  « John  the  deacon  has  deferibrd  them  Wee 
fiance  which  abates  the  fuperftiiion  of  Gxe-  an  eyc-witnefs  (I.  iv.  c.  S3,  84.)  ] and  his  dc- 
gory,  at  the  cxpence  of  his  veracity.  feripdon  is  illufirated  by  Angelo  Rocca,  a 

*•  Brfides  the  Epiftles  of  Gregory  himfdf,  Roman  antiquary  (St.  Greg.  Opera,  tom.  ’iv, 
which  are  methodifed  by  Dupin  (Bibiiotheque  p.  312— 316.).  who  obferves,  that  fomc  mo- 
Ecclef.  tom.  v.  p.  103  116.),  we  have  three  faics  of  the  popca  of  the  vii,k  century  are  Hill 

lives  of  the  pope;  the  two  firft  written  in  the  preferved  in  the  old  churches  of  Rome  (p  ,2, 
vm*  and  sx“  centuries  (de  Triple  Viu  St.  -323,).  The  fame  walls  which  reprefented 
C7£.  t0  the  u<  vo!3rr'c'  ' Be-  Gregory’s  family  are  now  decorated  with  the 

nedifline  edition)  by  the  deacons  (?.  , martyrdom  of  St.  Andrew,  the  noble  Cornell 

iy.)  and  ^ohn  (p.  19—188.),  and  con-  of  Dominichino  and  Guido. 
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logues,  are  the  work  of  a man  who  was  fccond  in  erudition  to  none 
of  his  contemporaries  “ : his  birth  and  abilities  had  railed  him  to 
the  office  of  prafett  of  the  city,  and  he  enjoyed  the  merit  of  re- 
nouncing the  pomp  and  vanities  of  this  world.  His  ample  patri- 
mony was  dedicated  to  the  foundation  of  feven  monafleries 6”,  one 
in  Rome  and  fix  in  Sicily  ; and  it  was  the  wilh  of  Gregory  that 
he  might  be  unknown  in  this  life,  and  glorious  only  in  the  next. 
Yet  his  devotioD,  and  it  might  be  fincere,  purfued  the  path  which 
would  have  been  chofen  by  a crafty  and  ambitious  ftatefman.  The 
talents  of  Gregory,  and  the  fplendour  which  accompanied  his  re- 
treat, rendered  him  dear  and  ufeful  to  the  church ; and  implicit 
obedience  has  been  always  inculcated  as  the  fir  ft  duty  of  a monk. 
As  foon  as  he  had  received  the  character  of  deacon,  Gregory  was 
fent  to  refide  at  the  Byzantine  court,  the  nuncio  or  minifter  of  the 
apoftolic  fee ; and  he  boldly  aflumed,  in  the  name  of  St.  Peter,  a 
tone  of  independent  dignity,  which  would  have  been  criminal  and 
dangerous  in  the  moft  illuftrious  layman  of  the  empire.  He  re- 
turned to  Rome  with  a juft  encreafe  of  reputation,  and  after  a fliort 
exercife  of  the  monaftic  virtues,  he  was  dragged  from  the  cloyfter 
to  the  papal  throne,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  clergy,  the 


M Difciplinis  vero  Jiberal:bus,hoc  eft  gram- 
tnatica,  rhctorica,  diale&ica,  ita  a pucro  eft 
inftitutus,  ut  quamvis  eo  tempore  florcrcnt 
adhuc  Romi  ftudia  literarum,  tamen  nulli  in 
urbe  ipfa  lecundus  putaretur.  Paul.  Diacon. 
in  Vit.  S.  Greg.  c.  2. 

67  1 he  Benedi&ines  (Vit.  Greg.  1.  i.  p.  20  j- 
—208.)  labour  to  reduce  the  monafterics  of 
Gregory  within  the  rule  cr  their  own  order ; 
but  as  the  queftion  is  con f died  to  be  doubt- 
ful, it  is  clear  that  thefc  powerful  monk*  are 
in  the  wrong.  See  Butler’s  Lives  of  the 
Saints,  vol.  Hi.  p.  149.;  a work  of  merit; 
the  fenfeand  learning  belong  to  the  author — 

Vol.  IV. 


his  prejudices  are  thofe  of  his  profeftion. 

e#  Monafterium  Gregoriaaum  in  ejufdem 
Bead  Gregorii  xdibus  ad  clivum  Scauri  prope 
ecclefiam  S.  S.  Johannis  et  Pauli  in  honorem 
St.  Andrea:  (John,  iq  Vit.  Greg.  1.  i.  c.  6. 
Greg.  1.  vii.  epift.  13.).  This  houfe  and  mo- 
nallcry were  fituate  on  the  fide  of  the  Cxlian 
hill  which  fronts  the  Palatine : they  are  now' 
occupied  by  the  Camaldoli ; San  Gregorio 
triumphs,  and  St.  Andrew'  has  retired  to  a 
fmall  chapel.  Nardiui,  Roma  Arnica,  1-iii. 
c.  6.  p.  Dcfcriizior-e  di  Rpm^.tom.  i. 

P- 
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fenate,  and  the  people.  He  alone  refilled,  or  feemed  to  refill,  his 
own  elevation ; and  his  humble  petition,  that  Maurice  would  be 
pleafed  to  rejed  the  choice  of  the  Romans,  could  only  ferve  to  exalt 
his  chara&er  in  the  eyes  of  the  emperor  and  the  public.  When  the 
fatal  mandate  was  proclaimed,  Gregory  folicited  the  aid  of  fome 
friendly  merchants  to  convey  him  in  a balket  beyond  the  gates  of 
Rome,  and  modeflly  concealed  himfclf  fome  days  among  the  woods 
and  mountains,  till  his  retreat  was  difeovered,  as  it  is  faid,  by  a ce- 
lcllial  light. 

The  pontificate  of  Gregory  the  Great,  which  lalled  thirteen  years 
fix  months  and  ten  days,  is  one  of  the  moll  edifying  periods  of  the 
hillory  of  the  church.  His  virtues,  and  even  his  faults,  a lingular 
mixture  of  fimplicity  and  cunning,  of  pride  and  humility,  of  fenfe 
and  fupcrllition,  were  happily  fuited  to  his  Ration  and  to  the  temper 
of  the  times.  In  his  rival,  the  patriarch  of  Conllantinople,  he  con- 
demned the  Anti-chrillian  title  of  univerfal  bilhop,  which  the  fuc- 
cclfor  of  St.  Peter  was  too  haughty  to  concede,  and  too  feeble  to 
aflume ; and  the  ecclefiallical  jurildiiRion  of  Gregory  was  confined 
to  the  triple  character  of  bilhop  of  Rome,  primate  of  Italy, 
and  apollle  of  the  Well.  He  frequently  afeended  the  pulpit,  and 
kindled,  by  his  rude  though  pathetic  eloquence,  the  congenial  paf- 
fions  of  his  audience  : the  language  of  the  Jewilh  prophets  was 
interpreted  and  applied,  and  the  minds  of  a people,  deprclfcd  by 
their  prefent  calamities,  were  directed  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the 
invifible  world.  His  precepts  and  example  defined  the  model  of 
the  Roman  liturgy  ** ; the  diflribution  of  the  parilhes,  the  calendar 
of  fcllivals,  the  order  of  procelfions,  the  fervicc  of  the  priells  and 

The  Lord's  prayer  COnfifh  of  half  a cor.ftiiate  a part  of  the  Ordo  Romoxut,  which 
dozen  lines:  the  Sacramentarjus  and  Anti-  Mabillon  has  illuftrated  ar.d  Fleury  hat 
phon  iritis  of  Gregory  fill  (olio  pages  abridged  (Htft.  Rcclcf.  totfl.  viii.  p.  1 39  — > 
{tom.  iii.  F.  i.  p.  i-rt$o.)i  yzi  thefc  only  —152.). 
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deacons,  the  variety  and  change  of  facerdotal  garments.  Till  the  c H A P. 
laft  days  of  his  life,  he  officiated  in  the  canon  of  the  mafs,  which  — v— j 
continued  above  three  hours ; the  Gregorian  chant has  prcferved 
the  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic  of  the  theatre,  and  the  rough 
voices  of  the  Barbarians  attempted  to  imitate  the  melody  of  the 
Roman  fchool  ”.  Experience  had  Ihewn  him  the  efficacy  of  thefc 
folemn  and  pompous  rites,  to  foothe  the  diftrefs,  to  confirm  the 
faith,  to  mitigate  the  ficrcencfs,  and  to  dilpcl  the  dark  cnthulial'm 
of  the  vulgar,  and  he  readily  forgave  their  tendency  to  promote  the 
reign  of  priefthood  and  fuperftition.  The  biffiops  of  Italy  and  the 
adjacent  iflands  acknowledged  the  Roman  pontiff  as  their  fpecial 
metropolitan.  Even  the  exigence,  the  union,  or  the  tranllation  of 
epifcopal  feats,  was  decided  by  his  abfolute  diferetion  : and  his  fije- 
cefsful  inroads  into  the  provinces  of  Greece,  of  Spain,  and  of  Gauf, 
might  countenance  the  more  lofty  pretenfions  of  fucceeding  popes. 

He  interpofed  to  prevent  the  abufes  of  popular  elections ; his  jealous 
care  maintained  the  purity  of  faith  and  difeipline,  and  the  apoftolic 
fhepherd  affiduoufly  watched  over  the  faith  and  difeipline  of  the 
fubordinatc  paflors.  Under  his  reign,  the  Arians  of  Italy  and  Spain 
were  reconciled  to  the  Catholic  church,  and  the  conqueft  of  Bri- 
tain reflefb  lefs  glory  on  the  name  of  Ctefar,  than  on  that  of  Gre- 
gory the  Firft.  Inflead  of  fix  legions,  forty  monks  were  embarked 

70  I learn  from  the  Abbe  Dubos  (Reflexions  cct  corpora  voc urn  fuarura  tonitruis  ahifone 
fur  la  Poelle  et  la  Pci  mure,  tom.  iii.  p.  174,  perftrepentia,  fufeepta;  modulation!)  dulce- 
175.)  that  the  fimplicity  of  the  Ambrofian  dinem  proprie  non  refuhanc : quia  bibuli 
chant  was  confined  to  four  modes,  while  the  gutturis  barbara  fexitas  dum  inflexionibus  et 
more  perfeft  harmony  of  the  Gregorian  com-  reperculBonibus  mitem  nititur  edcre  canti- 
prized  the  eight  modes  or  fifteen  chords  of  lenam,  naturali  quodam  fragore  quafi  plau* 
the  ancient  mulic.  He  ubferves  (p.  332.)  ' ftra  per  gradus  confufe  fonantia  rigidas  vocca 
that  the  ennnoifleurs  admire  the  preface  and  ja&ar,  &c.  In  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  the 
many  paflages  of  the  Gregorian  office.  Franks,  though  with  lome  rclotfancr,  admit- 

**  John  the,  deaegn  (in  Yrit.  Greg.  1.  iL  ted  the  jufHce  of  the  reproach.  Mora  tori, 
c.  7.)  expvtfisrt  the  early  contempt  of  the  Ira-  DifFcrt.  x\V. 
liani  for  tramontane  finging.  Alpina  feili- 
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CHAP.  for  that  diftant  ifland,  and  the  pontiff  lamented  the  auftere  duties 
, XLV'  . which  forbade  him  to  partake  the  perils  of  their  fpiritual  warfare. 

In  lefs  than  two  years  he  could  announce  to  the  archbifhop  of  Alex- 
andria, that  they  had  baptifed  the  king  of  Kent  with  ten  thoufand 
of  his  Anglo-Saxons,  and  that  the  Roman  miflionaries,  like  thofe 
of  the  primitive  church,  were  armed  only  with  fpiritual  and  fuper- 
natural  powers.  The  credulity  or  the  prudence  of  Gregory  was 
always  difpofed  to  confirm  the  truths  of  religion  by  the  evidence  of 
gholls,  miracles,  and  refurre&ions7*,  and  po fieri ty  has  paid  to  bis 
memory  the  fame  tribute,  which  he  freely  granted  to  the  virtue  of 
his  own  or  the  preceding  generation.  The  cceleftial  honours  have 
been  liberally  bellowed  by  the  authority  of  the  popes,  but  Gregory 
is  the  la  ft  of  their  own  order  whom  they  have  prefumed  to  inferibe 
in  the  calendar  of  faints. 

md  tempera!  Their  temporal  power  infenfibly  arofe  from  the  calamities  of  the 
government ; tjmes . an(j  tiie  Roman  bilhops,  who  have  deluged  Europe  and  Alia 
with  blood,  were  compelled  to  reign  as  the  minifters  of  charity 
and  peace.  I.  The  church  of  Rome,  as  it  has  been  formerly  ob- 
ferved,  was  endowed  with  ample  poffeffions  in  Italy,  Sicily,  and  the 
more  diftant  provinces ; and  her  agents,  who  were  commonly  fub- 
deacons,  had  acquired  a civil,  and  even  criminal,  jurifdi£lion  over 
iU  cjites,  their  tenants  and  hulbandmen.  The  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  admini- 
ftered  his  patrimony  with  the  temper  of  a vigilant  and  moderate  land- 
lord 71 5 and  the  epiftles  of  Gregory  arc  filled  with  falutary  inftruc- 


71  A French  critic  (Petrui  Gufianvillus, 
Opera,  tom.ii.  p.  to; — uz.)  has  vindicated 
the  right  of  Gregory  to  the  entire  nonfenfe 
of  the  Dialogues.  Dupin  (tom.  v.  p.  158.) 
does  not  think  that  any  one  will  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  all  thefe  miracles : I fhould  like 
10  rocnv  many  of  them  he  believed  him- 
fcl  f. 

11  Bjronfus  is  unwilling  to  expatiate  on 


the  care  of  the  patrimonies,  left  he  ihould 
betray  that  they  confifted  not  of  kingdoms  but 
farms.  The  Freach  writers,  the  Benedidine 
editors  (tom.  iv.  1.  iii.  p.  272,  &c.),  and 
Pleary  (tom.  viii.  p.  29,  &c.),  are  not  afraid 
of  entering  into  thefe  humble,  though  ufeful, 
details;  and  the  humanity  of  Fleury  dwells 
on  the  focial  virtues  of  Gregory. 
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tions  to  abftain  from  doubtful  or  vexatious  law-fuits;  to  preferve  CHAP. 

the  integrity  of  weights  and  meafures;  to  grant  every  reafonable 

delay,  and  to  reduce  the  capitation  of  the  (laves  of  the  glebe,  who 

purchafed  the  right  of  marriage  by  the  payment  of  an  arbitrary 

fine  The  rent  or  the  produce  of  thefe  eftates  was  tranfported  to 

the  mouth  of  the  Tyber,  at  the  rifk  and  expence  of  the  pope:  in 

the  ufe  of  wealth,  he  a died  like  a faithful  fteward  of  the  church  and 

the  poor,  and  liberally  applied  to  their  wants,  the  inexhauftible 

rcfources  of  abftinence  and  order.  The  voluminous  account  of  his 

receipts  and  difburfements  was  kept  above  three  hundred  years 

in  the  Lateran,  as  the  model  of  Chriftian  occonomy.  On  the  four  »n<t  almi. 

great  feftivals,  he  divided  their  quarterly  allowance  to  the  clergy, 

to  his  domeftics,  to  the  monafteries,  the  churches,  the  places  of 

burial,  the  alms-houfes,  and  the  hofpitals  of  Rome,  and  the  reft  of 

the  diocefe.  On  the  firft  day  of  every  month,  he  diftributed  to  the 

poor,  according  to  the  feafon,  their  ftated  portion  of  corn,  wine,  cheefe, 

vegetables,  oil,  filh,  frefh  provifions,  clothes,  and  money;  and  his 

treafurers  were  continually  fummoned  to  fatisfy,  in  his  name,  the 

extraordinary  demands  of  indigence  and  merit.  The  inftant  dillrcfs 

of  the  fick  and  helplefs,  of  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  was  relieved  by 

the  bounty  of  each  day,  and  of  every  hour;  nor  would  the  pontiff 

indulge  himfelf  in  a frugal  repaft,  till  he  had  fent  the  difhes  from 

his  own  table  to  fomc  objedts  deferving  of  his  compaflion.  The 

mifery  of  the  times  had  reduced  the  nobles  and  matrons  of  Rome  to 

accept,  without  a blufti,  the  benevolence  of  the  church : three  thou- 

fand  virgins  received  their  food  and  raiment  from  the  hand  of  their 


74  I much  fufpeft  that  this  pecuniary  fine  hulband,  an  haodfome  bride  might  commute 
on  the  marriages  of  villains  produced  the  fa-  the  payment  in  the  arms  of  a young  land- 
mous,  and  often  fabulous,  right,  de  cuijfagtt  lord,  and  the  mutual  favour  might  atSnrd  a 
dt  marfuette,  Sec.  With  the  confcnt  of  her  precedent  of  local  rather  than  legal  tyranny. 
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’•  benefaclor;  and  many  biffiops  of  Italy  cfcapcd  from  the  Barbarians 

» to  the  hofpitable  threffiold  of  the  Vatican.  Gregory  might  judly  be 
dyled  the  Father  of  hia  Country  ; and  fuch  was  the  extreme  fenfibi- 
lity  of  his  confcience,  that,  for  the  death  of  a beggar  who  had 
pcrilhcd  in  the  dreets,  he  interdicted  himfelf  during  feveral  days 
from  the  exercife  of  facerdotal  functions.  II.  The  misfortunes  of 
Rome  involved  the  apoftolical  pallor  in  the  bufincfs  of  peace  and 
war;  and  it  might  be  doubtful  to  himfelf,  whether  piety  or  ambi- 
tion prompted  him  to  fupply  the  place  of  his  abfent  fovereign. 
Gregory  awakened  the  emperor  from  a long  Humber,  expofed  the 
guilt  or  incapacity  of  the  exarch  and  his  inferior  minifters,  com- 
plained that  the  veterans  were  withdrawn  from  Rome  for  the  de- 
fence of  Spoleto,  encouraged  the  Italians  to  guard  their  cities  and 
altars;  and  condefcended,  in  the  criiis  of  danger,  to  name  the  tri- 
bunes, and  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  provincial  troops.  But 
the  martial  fpirit  of  the  pope  was  checked  by  the  fcruples  of  hu- 
manity and  religion : the  impofition  of  tribute,  though  it  was 
employed  in  the  Italian  war,  he  freely  condemned  as  odious  and 
opprclfive;  whilft  he  protected  againfl  the  Imperial  edi£ts,  the  pious 
cowardice  of  the  foldiers  who  deferted  a military  for  a monadic  life. 
If  we  may  credit  his  own  declarations,  it  would  have  been  eafy  for 
Gregory  to  exterminate  the  Lombards  by  their  domedic  factions, 
without  leaving  a king,  a duke,  or  a count,  to  fave  that  unfortunate 
nation  from  the  vengeance  of  their  foes.  As  a Chridian  bilhop,  lie 
preferred  the  falutary  offices  of  peace ; his  mediation  appealed  the 
tumult  of  arms;  but  he  was  too  confeious  of  the  arts  of  the  Greeks, 
and  the  pilfions  of  the  Lombards,  to  engage  his  facred  promife  for 
the  obfervance  of  the  truce.  Difappointed  in  the  hope  of  a general 
and  lading  treaty,  lie  prefumed  to  fave  his  country  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  emperor  or  the  exarch.  The  fvvoK.  of  the  enemy  was 
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fufpcnded  over  Rome ; it  was  averted  by  the  mild  eloquence  and 
feafonable  gifts  of  the  pontiff,  who  commanded  the  refpeft  of 
heretics  and  Barbarians.  The  merits  of  Gregory  were  treated  by  the 
Byzantine  court  with  reproach  and  infult ; but  in  the  attachment  of 
a grateful  people,  he  found  the  pureft  reward  of  a citizen,  and  the 
beft  right  of  a fovereign  ", 

11  The  temporal  reign  of  Gregory  I.  is  de  Regno  Iulia:.  See  his  works,  tom.  ii. 
gbly  e.xpofed  by  Sigonius  in  the  hrft  book,  p.  4^—75. 
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Revolutions  of  Perfia  after  the  Death  of  Chofroes  or 
Nufhirvan . — His  Son  Hormouzy  a Tyrant , is  de- 
pofed. — Ufurpation  of  Baharam. — Flight  and  Repa- 
ration of  Chofroes  II. — His  Gratitude  to  the  Romans. 
— The  Chagan  of  the  Avars. — Revolt  of  the  Army 
againf  Maurice. — His  Death. — Tyranny  ofPhocas. — 
Elevation  of  Heraclius. — The  Per  fan  War. — Chofroes 
J'ubdues  Syria y Egypt , and  Afa  Minor. — Siege  of 
Confantinople  by  the  Perfians  and  Avars. — Perfan 
Expeditions. — ViElories  and  Triumph  of  Heraclius. 

THE  conflict  of  Rome  and  Perfia  was  prolonged  from  the 
death  of  Craffus  to  the  reign  of  Heraclius.  An  experience 
of  feven  hundred  years  might  convince  the  rival  nations  of  the  im- 
poflibility  of  maintaining  their  conquefts  beyond  the  fatal  limits  of 
the  Tigris  and  Euphrates.  Yet  the  emulation  of  Trajan  and  Julian 
was  awakened  by  the  trophies  of  Alexander,  and  the  fovercigns  of 
Perfia  indulged  the  ambitious  hope  of  reftoring  the  empire  of  Cyrus 
Such  extraordinary  efforts  of  power  and  courage  will  always  com- 
mand the  attention  of  pofterity ; but  the  events  by  which  the  fate 

* Miflis  qui, . . repofccrent. . . veteres  Per-  nal.  vi.  31.  Such  was  the  language  of  the 
farum  ac  Maccdonum  terminos,  fequi  invafu-  Arfacidtt:  I have  repeatedly  marked  the  lofiy 
rum  poflefla  Cyro  ct  poft  Alcxandro,  per  va-  claims  of  the 
niloqucntiam  ac  minus  jaciebac.  Tacit.  An- 
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of  nations  is  not  materially  changed,  leave  a faint  impreflion  on  the  Chap. 

page  of  hiftory,  and  the  patience  of  the  reader  would  be  exhaufted  1 » — -• 

by  the  repetition  of  the  fame  hoftilities,  undertaken  without  caufe, 
profecuted  without  glory,  and  terminated  without  efiett.  The  arts 
of  negociation,  unknown  to  the  fimplc  greatnefs  of  the  fenate  and 
the  Ca;fars,  were  afliduoufly  cultivated  by  the  Byzantine  princes ; 
and  the  memorials  of  their  perpetual  embaflies1  repeat,  with  the 
fame  uniform  prolixity,  the  language  of  falfehood  and  declamation, 
the  infolence  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  fervile  temper  of  the  tri- 
butary Greeks.  Lamenting  the  barren  fuperlluity  of  materials,  I 
have  ftudied  to  comprefs  the  narrative  of  thefe  uninterefling  tranf- 
aftions : but  the  juft  Nufhirvan  is  flill  applauded  as  the  model  of 
Oriental  kings,  and' the  ambition  of  his  grandfon  Chofrocs  pre- 
pared the  revolution  of  the  Eaft,  which  was  fpeedily  accomplifhcd 
by  the  arms  and  the  religion  of  the  fuccefiors  of  Mahomet. 

In  the  ufelefs  altercations,  that  precede  and  juftify  the  quarrels  of  Conqutti  of 
princes,  the  Greeks  and  the  Barbarians  accufed  each  other  of  violat-  Nuthlnaa. 
ing  the  peace  which  had  been  concluded  between  the  two  empires  j^IP‘  S7°' 
about  four  years  before  the  death  of  Juftinian.  The  fovereign  of 
Perfia  and  India  afpired  to  reduce  under  his  obedience  the  province 
of  Yemen  or  Arabia’  Felix,  the  diftant  land  of  myrrh  and  frank- 
incenfc,  which  had  cfcaped,  rather  than  oppofed,  the  conquerors  of 
the  Eaft.  After  the  defeat  of  Abrahah  under  the  walls  of  Mecca, 
the  difeord  of  his  fons  and  brothers  gave  an  eafy  entrance  to  the 
Perfians : they  chaced  the  ftrangers  of  Abyffinia  beyond  the  Red  Sea; 


1 See  the  embaflies  of  Menander,  extrafled 
and  preferved  in  the  xtk  century  by  the  order 
of  Conftantinc  Porphyrogenitus. 

* The  general  independence  of  the  Arabs, 
which  cannot  be  admitted  without  many  li- 
mitations, is  blindly  aflerted  in  a feparate  dif- 
fertation  of  the  authors  of  -iverfal  Hif- 


V OL»  IV. 


tory,  vol.  ifx.  p.  196—250.  A perpetual 
miracle  is  fuppofed  to  have  guarded  the  pro- 
phecy in  favour  of  the  pollerity  of  Iftimael; 
and  thefe  learned  bigots  are  not  afraid  to  rifle 
the  truth  of  Christianity  on  this  frail  and  flip- 
pery  foundation. 
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and  a native  prince  of  the  ancient  Homerites  was  reftored  to  the 
the  throne  as  the  vafTal  or  viceroy  of  the  great  Nulhirvan  4.  But  the 
nephew  of  Judinian  declared  his  refolution  to  avenge  the  injuries  of 
his  Chriftian  ally  the  prince  of  Abylfinia,  as  they  fuggdled  a decent 
pretence  to  difeontinue  the  annual  tribute , which  was  poorly  dif- 
guifed  by  the  name  of  penfion.  The  churches  of  Perfarmenia  were 
oppreffed  by  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  the  Magi ; they  fecretly  invoked 
the  protestor  of  the  Chriftians,  and  after  the  pious  murder  of  their 
fatraps,  the  rebels  were  avowed  and  fupported  as  the  brethren  and 
fubjefts  of  the  Roman  emperor.  The  complaints  of  Nulhirvan  were 
difregarded  by  the  Byzantine  court;  Juftin  yielded  to  the  importuni- 
ties of  the  Turks,  who  offered  an  alliance  againfl  the  common  enemy ; 
and  the  Perfian  monarchy  was  threatened  at  the  fame  inilant  by 
the  united  forces  of  Europe,  of  ./Ethiopia,  and  of  Scythia.  At  the 
age  of  fourfeore,  the  fovereign  of  the  Eaft  would  perhaps  have  chofen 
the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  glory  and  greatnefs : but  as  foon  as 
war  became  inevitable,  he  took  the  field  with  the  alacrity  of  youth,, 
whilft  the  aggreffor  trembled  in  the  palace  of  Conllantinople. 
Nulhirvan,  or  Chofrocs,  conducted  in  perfon  the  liege  of  Dara; 
and  although  that  important  fortrefs  had  been  left  deftitute  of  troops 
and  magazines,  the  valour  of  the  inhabitants  refilled  above  five 
months  the  archers,  the  elephants,  and  the  military  engines  of  the 
great  king.  In  the  mean  while  his  general  Adarman  advanced  from 
Babylon,  traverfed  the  defert,  paffed  the  Euphrates,  infulted  the 
fuburbs  of  Antioch,  reduced  to  alhes  the  city  of  Apamea,  and  laid 
the  fpoils  of  Syria  at  the  feet  of  his  mailer,  whofe  perfcverance  in  the 
midll  of  winter  at  length  fubverted  the  bulwark  of  the  Eall.  But 

* D’Htrbelo^  Bihlioth.  Orient,  p.  477.  A.  D.  569,  in  the  year  of  the  elephant,  or 
Pocock,  Specimen  Hill.  Arabum,  p.  64,  65.  the  defeat  of  Abiahah  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Ma- 
Fathcr  Pagi  (Critica,  tom.  ii.  p.  646.)  has  hornet,  tom.  i.  p.  89,  90.  98.)  ; and  this  ac- 
proved  that,  after  ten  years  peace,  the  Per-  count  allows  two  years  for  the  concjuelt  of 
Gan  war,  which  continued  twenty  years,  was  Yemen, 
renewed  A.  D.  571.  Mahomet  was  born 
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thefc  Ioffes,  which  artonilhed  the  provinces  and  the  court,  produced 
a falutary  cffe<ft  in  the  repentance  and  abdication  of  the  emperor 
Juflin:  a new  fpirit  arofe  in  the  Byzantine  councils;  and  a truce  of 
three  years  was  obtained  by  the  prudence  of  Tiberius.  That  feafon- 
able  interval  was  employed  in  the  preparations  of  war ; and  the  voice 
of  rumour  proclaimed  to  the  world,  that  from  the  diftant  countries 
of  the  Alps  and  the  Rhine,  from  Scythia,  Madia,  Pannonia,  Illyri- 
cum,  and  Ifauria,  the  flrength  of  the  Imperial  cavalry  was  reinforced 
with  one  hundred  and  lifty  thouinnd  foldicrs.  Yet  the  king  of  Per- 
fia,  without  fear,  or  without  faith,  refolved  to  prevent  the  attack  of 
the  enemy : again  palled  the  Euphrates,  and  difmiffing  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  Tiberius,  arrogantly  commanded  them  to  await  his  arrival 
at  Cxfarea,  the  metropolis  of  the  Cappadocian  provinces.  The  two 
armies  encountered  each  other  in  the  battle  of  Melitene : the  Bar- 
barians, who  darkened  the  air  with  a cloud  of  arrows,  prolonged 
their  line,  and  extended  their  wings  acrofs  the  plain;  while  the 
Romans,  in  deep  and  folid  bodies,  expected  to  prevail  in  clofer 
adtion,  by  the  weight  of  their  fwords  and  lances.  A Scythian  chief, 
who  commanded  their  right  wing,  fuddenly  turned  the  flank  of  the 
enemy,  attacked  their  rear-guard  in  the  prefence  of  Chofroes,  pene- 
trated to  the  midfl  of  the  camp,  pillaged  the  royal  tent,  profaned 
the  eternal  fire,  loaded  a train  of  camels  with  the  fpoils  of  Alia,  cut 
his  way  through  the  Perfian  hoft,  and  returned  with  fongs  of  vi&ory 
to  his  friends,  who  had  confumed  the  day  in  Angle  combats  or  in- 
effectual fkirmifhes.  The  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  feparation 
of  the  Romans,  afforded  the  Perfian  monarch  an  opportunity  of  re- 
venge ; and  one  of  their  camps  was  fwept  away  by  a rapid  and  im- 
petuous affault.  But  the  review  of  his  lofs,  and  the  confcioufnefs 
of  his  danger,  determined  Chofroes  to  a fpeedy  retreat  : he  burnt, 
in  his  palfage,  the  vacant  town  of  Melitene ; and,  without  confulting 
the  fafety  of  his  troq^  boldly  fwam  the  Euphrates  ou  the  back  of 
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an  elephant.  After  this  unfuccefsful  campaign,  jhc  want  of  maga- 
zines, and  perhaps  fome  inroad  of  the  Turks,  obliged  him  to  dif— 
band  or  divide  his  forces;  the  Romans  were  left  matters  of  the  field, 
and  their  general  Juftinian,  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the  Perfarme- 
nian  rebels,  created  his  ftandard  on  the  banks  of  the  Araxes.  The 
great  Pompey  had  formerly  halted  within  three  days  march  of  the 
Cafpian  ’ : that  inland  fea  was  explored,  for  the  firft  time,  by  an 
hoftile  fleet8,  and  feventy  thoufand  captives  were  tranfplanted  from 
Hyrcania  to  the  ifle  of  Cyprus.  On  the  return  of  fpring,  Juftinian 
defeended  into  the  fertile  plains  of  Affyria,  the  flames  of  war  ap- 
proached the  refidcnce  of  Nufhirvan,  the  indignant  monarch  funk 
into  the  grave,  and  his  laft  edidt  reftrained  his  fucceflors  from  ex- 
pofing  their  perfon  in  a battle  againft  the  Romans.  Yet  the  memory 
of  this  tranfient  affront  was  loft  in  the  glories  of  a long  reign ; and 
his  formidable  enemies,  after  indulging  their  dream  of  conqueft, 
again  folicitcd  a fhort  refpite  from  the  calamities  of  war7. 

The  throne  of  Chofrocs  Nufhirvan  was  filled  by  Hormouz,  or 
Hormifdas,  the  eldeft  or  the  moll  favoured  of  his  fons.  With  the 
kingdoms  of  Perfia  and  India,  he  inherited  the  reputation  and  ex- 
ample of  his  father,  the  fervice,  in  every  rank,  of  his  wife  and 
valiant  officers,  and  a general  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  harmonifed 

5 He  had  vanquifhed  the  Albanians,  who 
brought  into  the  f.etd  i a,oco  horfc  and  60,000 
foot ; but  he  dreaded  the  multitude  of  ve- 
nomous reptiles,  whofc  exiitence  may  admit 
of  fome  doubt,  as  well  as  that  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Amazons.  Plutarch,  in  Pompeio, 
tom*  ii.  p.  1 165,  1 165. 

* In  the  hsftory  of  the  world  I can  only 
perceive  two  navies  on  the  Cafpian:  t*  Of 
the  Macedonians,  when  Pairocles,  the  admi- 
ral of  the  Itii'gs  of  Syria,  Scleucus  and  An- 
tiochus,  defeended  mod  probably  the  river 
Oxus,  from  the  confines  0/  India  (Plin.  Hill. 


Nator.  vi.  21.).  a.  Of  the  Ruffians,  when 
Peter  the  Firft  conducted  a fleet  and  army 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofcow  to  the 
coaft  of  Perfia  (Bell**  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  323 
-—352.).  He  juftly  obferves,  that  fuch  mar- 
tial pomp  had  never  been  displayed  on  the 
Volga. 

7 For  thefe  Pcrfian  wars  and  treaties,  fee 
Menander,  in  Excerpt.  Legac.  p.  113— 125* 
Thecphanci  Byzant.  apud  Phoiium,  cod.  l.viv. 
p.  77.  80,  81.  Evagrius,  I.  v.  c.  7 — 15. 
Theopbyla-ft,  !.  Wi*  c.  9 — 16.  Agathias, 
1.  iv.  p.  140.  ^ 
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by  time  and  political  wifdom  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  prince 
and  people.  But  the  royal  youth  enjoyed  a ftill  more  valuable 
blefling,  the  friendlhip  of  a fage  who  had  prdided  over  his  educa- 
tion, and  who  always  preferred  the  honour  to  the  intcrcft  of  his 
pupil,  his  intereft  to  his  inclination.  In  a difpute  with  the  Greek 
and  Indian  philofophers,  Buzurg  * had  once  maintained,  that  the 
mod  grievous  misfortune  of  life  is  old  age  w ithout  the  remembrance 
of  virtue;  and  our  candour  will  prefume  that  the  fame  principle 
compelled  him,  during  three  years,  to  diredl  the  councils  of  the  Per- 
fian  empire.  His  zeal  was  rewarded  by  the  gratitude  and  docility 
of  Hormouz,  who  acknowledged  himfelf  more  indebted  to  his  pre- 
ceptor than  to  his  parent : but  when  age  and  labour  had  impaired 
the  ftrength  and  perhaps  the  faculties  of  this  prudent  counfellor,  he 
retired  from  court,  and  abandoned  the  youthful  monarch  to  his 
own  paflions  and  thofe  of  his  favourites.  By  the  fatal  viciflitude 
of  human  affairs,  the  fame  fcencs  were  renewed  at  Cteliphon,  which 
had  been  exhibited  in  Rome  after  the  death  of  Marcus  Antoninus. 
The  minifters  of  flattery  and  corruption,  who  had  been  baniihed  by 
the  father,  were  recalled  and  cherifhed  by  the  fon  ; the  difgrace  and 
exile  of  the  friends  of  Nulhirvan  eftablifhed  their  tyranny;  and  vir- 
tue was  driven  by  degrees  from  the  mind  of  Hormouz,  from  his 
palace,  and  from  the  government  of  the  ftate.  The  faithful  agents, 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  king,  informed  him  of  the  progrefs  of  dif- 
order,  that  the  provincial  governors  flew  to  their  prey  with  the 
fierccncfs  of  lions  and  eagles,  and  that  their  rapine  and  injufticc 
would  teach  the  mod  loyal  of  his  fubjedts  to  abhor  the  name  and 


* Buzurg  Mihif  may  be  confidered,  in  his 
charafter  aril  ftation,  as  the  Seneca  of  the 
b.  tt ; hut  his  virtues,  and  pci  haps  his  faults, 
are  lel»  known  than  l hide  of  the  Roman,  who 
apyeats  to  have  been  udrt’mo re  loquacious. 

Pcr/iun  fage  wit  1 • dfltiit)  who  import- 
ed from  ludia  (lie  cWTfj  and  th:  i»bk& 


of  Pilpay.  Such  has  been  the  fame  of  his 
wifJom  and  virtues,  that  the  Chriftians  claim 
him  as  a believer  in  the  gofpcl ; and  the 
Mahometans  revere  Buzurg  a«  a premature 
Mufultnan.  .D*i icibclot,  Bibliutheque  Ori- 
cuulc,  p.  218. 
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authority  of  their  fovcrcign.  The  fmcerity  of  this  advice  was  pu- 
nifhcd  with  death,  the  murmurs  of  the  cities  were  defpifed,  their 
tumults  were  quelled  by  military  execution;  the  intermediate  powers 
between  the  throne  and  the  people  were  aboliflted ; and  the  childifh 
vanity  of  Hormouz,  who  affe&ed  the  daily  ufe  of  the  tiara,  was 
fond  of  declaring,  that  he  alone  would  be  the  judge  as  well  as  the 
mafter  of  his  kingdom.  In  every  word,  and  in  every  adlion,  the 
fon  of  Nufliirvan  degenerated  from  the  virtues  of  his  father.  His 
avarice  defrauded  the  troops ; his  jealous  caprice  degraded  the  fa- 
traps  : the  palace,  the  tribunals,  the  waters  of  the  Tigris,  were 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  innocent,  and  the  tyrant  exulted  in 
the  fufferings  and  execution  of  thirteen  thoufand  vidims.  As  the 
cxcufe  of  his  cruelty,  he  fometimes  condefcended  to  obferve,  that 
the  fears  of  the  Perfians  would  be  productive  of  hatred,  and  that 
their  hatred  mud  terminate  in  rebellion  ; but  he  forgot  that  his  own 
guilt  and  folly  had  infpired  the  fentiments  which  he  deplored,  and 
prepared  the  event  which  he  fo  juftly  apprehended.  Exafperated 
by  long  and  hopelefs  oppreflion,  the  provinces  of  Babylon,  Sufa, 
and  Carmania,  eredted  the  llandard  of  revolt ; and  the  princes  of 
Arabia,  India,  and  Scythia,  refufed  the  cuftomary  tribute  to  the  un- 
worthy fucceflbr  of  Nufhirvan.  The  arms  of  the  Romans,  in  flow 
fleges  and  frequent  inroads,  affliCled  the  frontiers  of  Mefopotamia 
and  Aflyria  ; one  of  their  generals  profefled  himfelf  the  difciple  of 
Scipio,  and  the  foldiers  were  animated  by  a miraculous  image  of 
Chrift,  whofe  mild  afpedt  fhould  never  have  been  difplayed  in  the 
front  of  battle’.  At  the  fame  time,  the  eaftern  provinces  of  Perlia 
were  invaded  by  the  great  khan,  who  pafled  the  Oxus  at  the  head 

• See  the  imitation  of  Scipio  in  Theophy-  This,  if  I im  not  miltsken,  is  the  oldeft 
laft,  l.l.  c.  tt*  » the  image  of  Chrift,  1.  ii.  “era;  of  divine  manufacture ; but  in 

c.  3.  Hereafter  I thall  fpeak  more  amply  of  the  next 
the  Chriftian  imagtt — I had  aimoft  faiti  rVs/r,  from  the 
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of  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  Turks.  The  imprudent  I lormouz  Chap. 

* XLVI. 

accepted  their  perfidious  and  formidable  aid  ; the  cities  of  Khorafan  > _ ' ■ 

or  Ba&riana  were  commanded  to  open  their  gates  ; the  march  of 
the  Barbarians  towards  the  mountains  of  Ilyrcania,  revealed  the 
correfpoftdence  of  the  Turkifh  and  Roman  arms ; and  their  union 
inuft  have  fubverted  the  throne  of  the  houfe  of  Saflan. 

Perfia  had  been  loft  by  a king ; it  was  faved  by  an  hero.  After  Kxploit«  of 
his  revolt,  Varanes  or  Bahram  is  ftigmatifed  by  the  fon  of  Hormouz  A.  D.  590. 
as  an  ungrateful  flave  : the  proud  and  ambiguous  reproach  of  defpot- 
ifm,  fincc  he  was  truly  defeended  from  the  ancient  princes  of  Rei 
one  of  the  feven  families  whofe  fplendid,  as  well  as  fubftantial,  pre- 
rogatives exalted  them  above  the  heads  of  the  Perfian  nobility  ". 

At  the  ftege  of  Dara,  the  valour  of  Bahram  was  fignalifed  under 
the  eyes  of  Nufhirvan,  and  both  the  father  and  fon  fucceflively  pro- 
moted him  to  the  command  of  armies,  the  government  of  Media, 
and  the  fuperintendence  of  the  palace.  The  popular  prediction  which 
marked  him  as  the  deliverer  of  Perfia,  might  be  infpired  by  his  paft 
victories  and  extraordinary  figure  : the  epithet  Giubin  is  exprcllive 
of  the  quality  of  dry  wood ; he  had  the  ftrength  and  ftature  of  a 
giant,  and  his  favage  countenance  was  fancifully  compared  to  that 


,0  Ragx,  or  Rei,  is  mentioned  in  the  apo- 
cryphal book  of  1 obit  as  already  flounOimg, 
700  years  before  Chrift,  under  the  Aflyrian 
empire.  Under  the  foreign  names  of  Eu- 
ropas  and  Arfacia,  this  city,  500  iladia  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Cafpiaa  gates,  was  fucccf- 
fively  embellilhcd  by  the  Macedonians  and 
Parthian*  (Strabo,  I.  xi.  p.  796.).  Ita  gran- 
deur and  popcloufnefs  in  the  ix1*  century,  is 
exaggerated  beyond  the  bounds  of  credibi- 
lity i but  Rci  has  been  fince  ruined  by'  wars 
and  the  unwholcfomeneis  of  the  air.  Char- 
din, Voyage  en  Perfe,  tom.  i.  p.  279,  280. 
D’Hcrbelot,  Biblioth.  Oriental,  p.  714. , * 
w Tbcophylaft,  1.  iii..cTl8.  The  (lory  of 


the  (even  Perfians  is  mid  in  the  third  book  of 
Herodotus  ; and  their  noble  diTccndants  ate 
often  mentioned,  efpeci.illy  in  the  frag- 
ments of  Ctefias.  Yet  the  independence  of 
Otanes  (Hcrodot.  I.  iii.  c.  83,  84.)  is  hollile 
to  the  fpirit  of  defpotifm,  aud  it  may  not 
feem  probable  that  the  feven  families  could 
furvive  the  revolutions  of  eleven  hundred 
years.  They  might  however  be  reprefented 
by  the  feven  minifters  (Briflbn,  de  Rt-gr.o  Per- 
fico,  1.  i.  p.  190.) ; and  feme  Perfian  nobles, 
like  the  kings  of  Pontus  (Polyb.  1.  v.  p/540.) 
and  Cappadocia  (Diodor.  $icul.l.xnri*  toin.ii, 
p.  517.),  might  claim  their  deker.t  from  the 
bold  companions  of  Darius. 
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c H A P.  0f  a wild  cat.  While  the  nation  trembled,  while  Hormouz  dif- 
« . ■ guiled  his  terror  by  the  name  of  fufpicion,  and  his  fervants  con- 

cealed their  dilloyalty  under  the  mafk  of  fear,  Bahram  alone  dis- 
played his  undaunted  courage  and  apparent  fidelity : and  as  foon  as 
he  found  that  no  more  than  twelve  thoufand  foldiers  would  follow 
him  againft  the  enemy,  he  prudently  declared,  that  to  this  fatal 
number  heaven  had  referved  the  honours  of  the  triumph.  The  fteep 
and  narrow  defeent  of  the  Pule  Rudbar  “ or  Hyrcanian  rock,  is  the 
only  pafs  through  which  an  army  can  penetrate  into  the  territory  of 
Rci  and  the  plains  of  Media.  From  the  commanding  heights,  a 
band  of  refolute  men  might  overwhelm  with  Hones  and  darts  the 
myriads  of  the  Turkifh  hoft  : their  emperor  and  his  fon  were  tranf- 
pierced  with  arrows ; and  the  fugitives  were  left,  without  counfel 
or  provifions,  to  the  revenge  of  an  injured  people.  The  patriotifm 
of  the  Perfian  general  was  (Emulated  by  his  affe&ion  for  the  city 
of  his  forefathers ; in  the  hour  of  victory  every  peafant  became  a 
foldicr,  and  every  foldier  an  hero ; and  their  ardour  was  kindled  by 
the  gorgeous  fpedtacle  of  beds,  and  thrones,  and  tables  of  mafiy  gold, 
the  fpoils  of  Afia,  and  the  luxury  of  the  hoftile  camp.  A prince  of 
a lefs  malignant  temper  could  not  eafily  have  forgiven  his  benefactor, 
and  the  fecrct  hatred  of  Hormouz  was  envenomed  by  a malicious 
report,  that  Bahram  had  privately  retained  the  molt  precious  fruits 
of  his  Turkilh  victory.  But  the  approach  of  a Roman  army  on  the 
fide  of  the  Araxes  compelled  the  implacable  tyrant  to  fmile  and  to 
applaud  ; and  the  toils  of  Bahram  were  rewarded  with  the  permif- 
fion  of  encountering  a new  enemy,  by  their  fkill  and  difeipline 
more  formidable  than  a Scythian  multitude.  Elated  by  his  recent 
fuccefs,  he  difpatched  an  herald  with  a bold  defiance  to  the  camp  of 

'*  See  an  accurate  defcrlption  of  this  mown-  and  danger  in  his  return  from  Hpahan  to  the 
tain  by  Ql  Voyage  ?n  Pcrfc,  p.  997,  Cirfpijn  fca. 

993.),  who  ikended  it  with  much  difficulty  V 
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the  Romans,  requefting  them  to  fix  a day  of  battle,  and  to  chufe  c H A p- 

• /•  1 #•  Alji  1* 

whether  they  would  pafs  the  river  themlelvcs,  or  allow  a free  paffage  ' . > 

to  the  arms  of  the  great  king.  The  lieutenant  of  the  emperor 
Maurice  preferred  the  fafer  alternative,  and  this  local  circumftance, 
which  would  have  enhanced  the  vi&ory  of  the  Pcrlians,  rendered 
their  defeat  more  bloody  and  their  efcape  more  difficult.  But  the 
lofs  of  his  fubje&s,  and  the  danger  of  his  kingdom,  were  over- 
balanced in  the  mind  of  Hormouz  by  the  difgrace  of  his  perfonal 
enemy ; and  no  fooner  had  Bahrain  colleiffed  and  reviewed  his 
forces,  than  he  received  from  a royal  mefTenger  the  infulting  gift  of 
a diftaff,  a fpinning-wheel,  and  a complete  fuit  of  female  apparel. 

■Obedient  to  the  will  of  his  fovereign,  he  fhewed  hiinfelf  to  the  fol- 
diers  in  this  unworthy  difguife : they  refented  his  ignominy  and 
their  own ; a flrout  of  rebellion  ran  through  the  ranks,  and  the  ge- 
neral accepted  their  oath  of  fidelity  and  vows  of  revenge.  A fecond 
mefTenger,  who  had  been  commanded  to  bring  the  rebel  in  chains, 
was  trampled  under  the  feet  of  an  elephant,  and  manifeflos  were  His  rcbel- 
diligcntly  circulated,  exhorting  the  Perfians  to  aflert  their  freedom  ll00’ 
againft  an  odioUs  and  contemptible  tyrant.  The  defection  was 
rapid  and  univerfal : his  loyal  flaves  were  facrificed  to  the  public 
fury  ; the  troops  deferted  to  the  ftandard  of  Bahram  ; and  the  pro- 
vinces again  faluted  the  deliverer  of  his  country. 

As  the  paflcs  were  faithfully  guarded,  Hormouz  could  only  com-  Hormou*  is 
pute  the  number  of  his  enemies  by  the  teftimony  of  a guilty  con-  imprisoned, 
lcience,  and  the  daily  defection  of  thofe  who,  in  the  hour  of  his 
diftrefs,  avenged  their  wrongs,  or  forgot  their  obligations.  lie 
proudly  difplayed  the  enfigns  of  royalty ; but  the  city  and  palace  of 
Modain  had  already  efcaped  from  the  hand  of  the  tyrant.  Among 
the  victims  of  his  cruelty,  Bindocs,  a SafTanian  prince, ■•hrificen  caft 
into  a dungeon:  hi^Tettcrs  were  broken  by  the  zeal  and  courage  of 

Vol.  IV.  3'P  a brother; 
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a brother;  and  he  flood  before  the  king  at  the  head  of  thofe  trufty 
guards,  who  had  been  chofen  as  the  tninifters  of  his  confinement, 
and  perhaps  of  his  death.  Alarmed  by  the  hafty  intrufion  and  bold 
reproaches  of  the  captive,  Hormouz  looked  round,  but  in  vain,  for 
advice  or  affiftance ; difcovered  that  his  ftrength  confifted  in  the 
obedience  of  others,  and  patiently  yielded  to  the  Angle  arm  of 
Bindoes,  who  dragged  him  from  the  throne  to  the  fame  dungeon  in 
which  he  himfelf  had  been  fo  lately  confined.  At  the  firft  tumult, 
Chofrocs,  the  eldeft  of  the  fons  of  Hormouz,  efcaped  from  the  city; 
he  was  perfuaded  to  return  by  the  preffing  and  friendly  invitation 
of  Bindoes,  who  promifed  to  feat  him  on  his  father’s  throne,  and 
who  expe&ed  to  reign  under  the  name  of  an  inexperienced  youth. 
In  the  juft  aflfurance,  that  his  accomplices  could  neither  forgive  nor 
hope  to  be  forgiven,  and  that  every  Perfian  might  be  trulled  as  the 
judge  and  enemy  of  the  tyrant,  he  inftituted  a public  trial  without  a 
precedent  and  without  a copy  in  the  annals  of  the  Eaft.  The  fon 
of  Nufliirvan,  who  had  rcquefted  to  plead  in  his  own  defence,  was 
introduced  as  a criminal  into  the  full  aflembly  of  the  nobles  and 
fatraps'1.  He  was  heard  with  decent  attention  as  long  as  he  expa- 
tiated on  the  advantages  of  order  and  obedience,  the  danger  of  in- 
novation, and  the  inevitable  difeord  of  thofe  who  had  encouraged 
each  other  to  trample  on  their  lawful  and  hereditary  fovereign.  By 
a pathetic  appeal  to  their  humanity,  he  extorted  that  pity  which 
is  feldom  refufed  to  the  fallen  fortunes  of  a king;  and  while  they 
beheld  the  abjed  pofture  and  fqualid  appearance  of  the  prifoner, 
his  tears,  his  chains,  and  the  marks  of  ignominious  ftripes,  it  was 
impoffible  to  forget  how  recently  they  had  adored  the  divine  fplen- 
dour  of  his  diadem  and  purple.  But  an  angry  murmur  arofe  in  the 
aflembly  as  foern  as  he  prefumed  to  vindicate  his  condud,  and  to 

•s 

•>  The  Orientals  fuppoft  chat  Bahrain  con-  but  Thfophjliifl  it,  in  this  iniUnce,  mo t* 
vened  this  ■trembly  and  proclaimed  Chofjocs,;  didinfl  and  credible. 
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applaud  the  vidories  of  his  reign.  He  defined  the  duties  of  a king, 
and  the  Perfian  nobles  liftened  with  a fmile  of  contempt ; they  were 
fired  with  indignation  when  he  dared  to  vilify  the  charader  of 
Chofroes;  and  by  the  indifereet  offer  of  refigning  the  feeptre  to  the 
fecond  of  his  fons,  he  fubferibed  his  own  condemnation,  and 
facrificed  the  life  of  his  innocent  favourite.  The  mangled  bodies 
of  the  boy  and  his  mother  were  expofed  to  the  people ; the  eyes 
of  Hormouz  were  pierced  with  a hot  needle ; and  the  punifiiment 
of  the  father  was  fucceeded  by  the  coronation  of  his  eldeft  fon. 
Chofroes  had  afeended  the  throne  without  guilt,  and  his  piety  ftrove 
to  alleviate  the  mifery  of  the  abdicated  monarch  j from  the  dungeon 
he  removed  Hormouz  to  an  apartment  of  the  palace,  fupplied  with 
liberality  the  confolations  of  fenfual  enjoyment,  and  patiently  en- 
dured the  furious  fallies  of  his  refentment  and  defpair.  He  might 
defpife  the  refentment  of  a blind  and  unpopular  tyrant,  but  the'  tiara 
was  trembling  on  his  head,  till  he  could  fubvert  the  power,  or 
acquire  the  friendfhip,  of  the  great  Bahram,  who  ftemly  denied  the 
juftice  of  a revolution,  in  which  himfelf  and  his  foldiers,  the  true 
reprefentatives  of  Perfia,  had  never  been  confulted.  The  offer  of  a 
general  amnefty,  and  of  the  fecond  rank  in  his  kingdom,  was  an- 
fwered  by  an  epiftle  from  Bahram  friend  of  the  gods,  conqueror  of 
men,  and  enemy  of  tyrants,  the  fatrap  of  fatraps,  general  of  the 
Perfian  armies,  and  a prince  adorned  with  the  title  of  eleven  vir- 
tues He  commands  Chofroes,  the  fon  of  Hormouz,  to  (hun  the 
example  and  fate  of  his  father,  to  confine  the  traitors  who  had  been 
releafed  from  their  chains,  to  depofit  in  fome  holy  place  the  diadem 
which  he  had  ufurped,  and  to  accept  from  his  gracious  benefador 

*♦  See  the  word*  of  Thtophylefl,  1.  W.  ' «y)e*,'himfct(  7 

C.  7.  Bw«|»  SiW(,  • T»(  *»"»:  (the  genu)  jmChjoj.j.  5 '• 

,*T{xTr.;  genuine  Oriental  bombaft. 

,KS1  Sic.  In  hi*  anfwer,  Chofroe* 
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the  pardon  of  his  faults  and  the  government  of  a province.  The 
rebel  might  not  be  proud,  and  the  king  moll  affuredly  was  not 
humble ; but  the  one  was  confcious  of  his  flrength,  the  other  was 
fenfiblc  of  his  wcaknefs ; and  even  the  modcfl  language  of  his  reply 
flill  left  room  for  treaty  and  reconciliation.  Chofroes  led  into  the 
f.eld  the  flaves  of  the  palace  and  the  populace  of  the  capital:  they 
beheld  with  terror  the  banners  of  a veteran  army;  they  were  en- 
compafl'ed  and  furprifed  by  the  evolutions  of  the  general ; and  the 
fatraps  who  had  depofed  Hormouz,  received  the  ptinilhment  of  their 
revolt,  or  expiated  their  firfl  treafon  by  a fecond  and  more  criminal 
aft  of  difloyalty.  The  life  and  liberty  of  Chofroes  were  faved,  but 
he  was  reduced  to  the  necelTity  of  imploring  aid  or  refuge  in  fome 
foreign  land ; and  the  implacable  Bindoes,  anxious  to  fecure  an  un- 
qucflionable  title,  haflily  returned  to  the  palace,  and  ended,  with  a 
bow-firing,  the  wretched  exiilence  of  the  fon  of  Nufliirvan". 

While  Chofroes  difpatchcd  the  preparations  of  his  retreat,  lie  de- 
liberated with  his  remaining  friends’",  whether  he  fhould  lurk  in 
the  rallies  of  Mount  Caucafus,  or  fly  to  the  tents  of  the  Turks,  or 
folicit  the  protection  of  the  emperor.  The  long  emulation  of  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Artaxcrxes  and  Conflantine  encreafed  his  reluQance 
to  appear  as  a fuppliant  in  a rival  court;  but  he  weighed  the  forces 
of  the  Romans,  and  prudently  confidcred,  that  the  neighbourhood 
of  Syria  would  render  his  efcape  more  cafy  and  their  fuccours  more 
effectual.  Attended  only  by  his  concubines,  and  a troop  of  thirty 


,J  Theophylaft  (1,  iv.  c.  7.)  imputes  the 
death  of  Hormoux  to  his  fon,  by  whofc  com- 
mand he  was  beaten  to  death  with  clubs.  I 
hive  followed  the  milder  account  of  Khon- 
demir  and  Eutychius,  and  {ball  always  be 
content  with  the  flightell  evidence  to  exte- 
nuate the  crime  of  parricide. 

After  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  the  Pom- 
pey  of  Lucan  (1.  viii.  256 — -455.)  holdy*. 


fimilar  debate.  He  was  himfclf  defircus  of 
feeking  the  Parthian* ; but  his  companions 
abhorred  the  unnatural  alliance;  and  the  ad- 
verfe  prejudices  might  operate  as  forcibly  on 
Chofroes  and  his  companions,  who  could  de- 
feribe,  with  the  fame  vehemence,  the  contrail 
of  laws,  religion,  and  manners,  between  the 
Ealt  and  Well. 


18 
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guards,  he  fecretly  departed  from  the  capital,  followed  the  hanks  of  c ^ ^ *’• 
the  Euphrates,  traverfed  the  defert,  and  halted  at  the  diflance  of  ten  v— — , — 
miles  from  Circefium.  About  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  the 
Roman  praefed  was  informed  of  his  approach,  and  he  introduced 
the  royal  ftranger  to  the  fortrefs  at  the  dawn  of  day.  From  thence 
the  king  of  Perfia  was  conducted  to  the  more  honourable  refidencc 
of  Hierapolis ; and  Maurice  diflembled  his  pride,  and  difplayed  his 
benevolence,  at  the  reception  of  the  letters  and  ambafladors  of  the 
grandfon  of  Nufhirvan.  They  humbly  reprefented  the  viciflitudes 
of  fortune  and  the  common  intcreft  of  princes,  exaggerated  the  in- 
gratitude of  Bahram  the  agent  of  the  evil  principle,  and  urged,  with 
fpecious  argument,  that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of  the  Romans- 
themfelves  to  fupport  the  two  monarchies  which  balance  the  world, 
the  two  great  luminaries  by  whofe  falutary  influence  it  is  vivified 
and  adorned.  The  anxiety  of  Chofrocs  was  foon  relieved  by  the 
afllirance,  that  the  emperor  had  cfpoufed  the  caufe  of  jufticc  and 
royalty ; but  Maurice  prudently  declined  the  expence  and  delay  of 
his  ufelefs  vifit  to  Conftantinople.  In  the  name  of  his  generous  be- 
nefactor, a rich  diadem  was  prefented  to  the  fugitive  prince  with 
an  ineflimable  gift  of  jewels  and  gold  ; a powerful  army  was  aflem- 
bled  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria  and  Armenia,  under  the  command 
of  the  valiant  and  faithful  Narfes  ”,  and  this  general,  of  his  own 
nation,  and  his  own  choice,  was  directed  to  pafs  the  Tigris,  and 
never  to  fheath  his  fword  till  he  had  reftored  Chofroes  to  the  throne 
of  his  anccftors.  The  enterprife,  however  fplcndid,  was  lefs  arduous 


17  Id  this  age  there  were  three  warriors  of 
the  name  of  Narfct,  who  have  been  often 
confounded  (Pagi,  Critica,  tom.  ii.  p.640.) : 
1.  A Perfarmenian,  the  brother  of  Ifaac  and 
Armatius,  who,  after  a fucccfsfol  action  agsinft 
Beiifarius,  deferted  from  his  Perfian  fovereign, 
and  afterwards  ferved  in  the  Italian  war. — 


2.  The  eunuch  who  conquered  Italy. — 3.  The 
reftorer  of  Chofrocs,  who  is  celebrated  in  the 
poem  of  Corippas  (!.  ui.  220—227.)  as  ex- 
cel fus  fuper  omnia  vertice  agmina....  ha- 
bitu  modeftus ....  morum  probitate  placens, 
virtutc  verendus  j fulmineus,  cautus,  vigiians. 
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C XL vi  ^ t^an  m*g^1  appear.  Perfia  had  already  repented  of  her  fatal  rafli- 
^ j nefs,  which  betrayed  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of  Saflan  to  the  ambition 
u reiuro,  ^ a rcke[iious  fubje& ; and  the  bold  refufal  of  the  Magi  to  confc- 
crate  his  ufurpation,  compelled  Bahram  to  aflume  the  fceptre,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  laws  and  prejudices  of  the  nation.  The  palace  was 
foon  diftraSed  with  confpiracy,  the  city  with  tumult,  the  provinces 
with  infurre&ion ; and  the  cruel  execution  of  the  guilty  and  the 
fufpe&ed,  ferved  to  irritate  rather  than  fubdue  the  public  difcontent. 
No  fooner  did  the  grandfon  of  Nufhirvan  difplay  his  own  and  the 
Roman  banners  beyond  the  Tigris,  than  he  was  joined,  each  day, 
by  the  encreafing  multitudes  of  the  nobility  and  people ; and  as  he 
advanced,  he  received  from  every  fide  the  grateful  offerings  of  the 
keys  of  his  cities  and  the  heads  of  his  enemies.  As  foon  as  Modain 
was  freed  from  the  prefence  of  the  ufurper,  the  loyal  inhabitants 
obeyed  the  firft  fummons  of  Mebodes  at  the  head  of  only  two 
thoufand  horfe,  and  Chofroes  accepted  the  facred  and  precious  or- 
naments of  the  palace  as  the  pledge  of  their  truth  and  a prefage 
of  his  approaching  fuccefs.  After  the  junction  of  the  Imperial  troops, 
which  Bahram  vainly  flruggled  to  prevent,  the  conteft  was  decided 
by  two  battles  on  the  banks  of  the  Zab,  and  the  confines  of  Media. 
The  Romans,  with  the  faithful  fubje&s  of  Perfia,  amounted  to  fixty 
thoufand,  while  the  whole  force  of  the  ufurper  did  not  exceed  forty 
thoufand  men : the  two  generals  fignalifed  their  valour  and  ability, 
but  the  vi&ory  was  finally  determined  by  the  prevalence  of  numbers 
and  difcipline.  With  the  remnant  of  a broken  army,  Bahram  fled 
towards  the  eaftern  provinces  of  the  Oxus : the  enmity  of  Perfia  re- 
conciled him  to  the  Turks  ; but  his  days  were  Ihortened  by  poifon, 
perhaps  the  moft  incurable  of  poifons ; the  flings  of  remorfe  and  de- 
fpair,  arid  the  bitter  remembrance  of  loft  glory.  Yet  the  modern 
Perfians  ftill  commemorate  the  exploits  of  Baliram ; and  fome  excellent 
2 laws 


•ltd  final 
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laws  have  prolonged  the  duration  of  his  troubled  and  tranfitory  C h^a  p 

reign.  ' ■ 

The  reftoration  of  Chofroes  was  celebrated  with  feafts  and  exe-  Reflorition 

and  policy  oi 

cutions  ; and  the  mufic  of  the  royal  banquet  was  often  difturbed  by  Choiroes 
the  groans  of  dying  or  mutilated  criminals.  A general  pardon  might  jgi-603.. 
have  diffufed  comfort  and  tranquillity  through  a country  which 
had  been  fliaken  by  the  late  revolutions ; yet,  before  the  fanguinary 
temper  of  Chofroes  is  blamed,  we  (hould  learn  whether  the  Perfians 
had  not  been  accuftomed  either  to  dread  the  rigour,  or  to  defpife  the 
weaknefs,  of  their  fovereign.  The  revolt  of  Bahram,  and  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  the  (straps,  were  impartially  punifhed  by  the  revenge  or 
juftice  of  the  conqueror ; the  merits  of  Bindoes  himfelf  could  not 
purify  his  hand  from  the  guilt  of  royal  blood  ; and  the  fon  of  Hor- 
mouz  was  defirous  to  aflert  his  own  innocence  and  to  vindicate  the 
fandity  of  kings.  During  the  vigour  of  the  Roman  power,  feveral 
princes  were  feated  on  the  throne  of  Perfia  by  the  arms  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  firft  Caefars.  But  their  new  fubjeds  were  foon  difgufted 
■with  the  vices  or  virtues  which  they  had  imbibed  in  a foreign  land  ; 
the  inftabflity  of  their  dominion  gave  birth  to  a vulgar  obfervation, 
that  the  choice  of  Rome  was  fblicited  and  rejeded  with  equal  ar- 
dour by  the  capricious  levity  of  Oriental  (laves  ’*.  But  the  glory 
of  Maurice  was  confpicuous  in  the  long  and  fortunate  reign  of  his 
fon  and  his  ally.  A band  of  a thoufand  Romans,  who  continued  to 
guard  the  perfon  of  Chofroes,  proclaimed  his  confidence  in  the  fide- 
lity of  the  ftrangers ; his  growing  ftrength  enabled  him  to  difmifs 
this  unpopular  aid,  but  he  ftcadily  profefied  the  fame  gratitude  and 
reverence  to  his  adopted  father;  and  till  the  death  of  Maurice,  the 


**  Experiments  cogniium  ell  Barbara  31—44.),  end  Meherdatea  (Anna),  xi.  10. 
malic  Roma  petere  reges  qcara  habere,  xii.  10—14.).  The  eye  of  Tpcilus  feema 
Thefc  experiments  are  admirably  reprefent-  to  have  tranfpierced  the  camp  of  the  Par- 
ed  in  the  invitation  and  expulfion  ol  Vono-  thians  and  the  walla  of  the  bar  am. 
aes  (Anna!. 2.  1-3-),  Tiridates  (Aanal. 
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CHAP,  peace  and  alliance  of  the  two  empires  were  faithfully  maintained. 

. ' ' . Yet  the  mercenary  friendfliip  of  the  Roman  prince  had  been  pur- 

chafed  with  coftly  and  important  gifts : the  ftrong  cities  of  Mar- 
tyropolis  and  Dara  were  reftored,  and  the  I’ciTarmpnians  became 
the  willing  fubje&s  of  an  empire,  whofe  eallern  limit  was  extended, 
beyond  the  example  of  former  times,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the 
Araxes  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cafpian.  A pious  hope  was 
indulged,  that  the  church  as  well  as  the  (late  might  triumph  in  this 
revolution  : but  if  Chofroes  had  fincerely  liftened  to  the  Chriftian 
bilhops,  the  impreflion  was  crazed  by  the  zeal  and  eloquence  of  the 
Magi : if  he  was  armed  with  philofophic  indifference,  he  accommo- 
dated his  belief,  or  rather  his  profellions,  to  the  various  circumftanccs 
of  an  exile  and  a fovereign.  The  imaginary  converfion  of  the  king 
of  Perfia  was  reduced  to  a local  and  fupcrftitious  veneration  for  Ser- 
gius'”, one  of  the  faints  of  Antioch,  who  heard  his  prayers  and  ap- 
peared to  him  in  dreams  ; he  enriched  the  (brine  with  offerings  of 
gold  and  lilver,  and  aferibed  to  this  invilible  patron  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms,  and  the  pregnancy  of  Sira,  a devout  Chriftian  and  the 
bed  beloved  of  his  wives  The  beauty  of  Sira,  or  Schirin  ”,  her 
wit,  her  mufical  talents,  arc  dill  famous  in  the  hidory  or  rather  in 
the  romances  of  the  Ead  : her  own  name  is  expreffive,  in  the  Perfian 
tongue,  of  fweetnefs  and  grace;  and  the  epithet  of  Parviz  alludes 


99  Sergius  and  his  companion  Bacchus, 
who  are  faid  10  have  fu  fie  red  in  tbe  per  fee  u- 
tion  of  Maximian,  obtained  divine  honour  in 
France,  Italy,  Conftantinople,  and  the  Ea  t. 
Their  tomb  at  Rafaphe  was  famous  for  mi- 
racles, and  that  Syrian  town  acquired  the 
more  honourable  name  of  Sergiopolis.  Tif- 
lemont,  Mem,  Ecclcf.  tom.  v.  p.  491 — 496. 
Butler's  Saint;,  vol.  x.  p.  155. 

10  Evagrius  (I,  vi.  c.  21.)  and  Theophyln.fi 
(l.v.  c.  13,  14.)  have  preferved  the  original 
letters  of  Chofroes,  written  in  Grech,  fjgncd 
with  his  own  hand,  and  afterwards  infer. 


on  erofles  and  tables  of  gold,  which  w ere  de- 
pofited  in  the  church  of  Scrgiopolis.  They 
had  been  fent  to  the  bifhop  of  Antioch,  ai 
primate  of  Syria. 

**  The  Greeks  only  deferibe  her  as  a Ro- 
man hy  birth,  a Chrillian  by  religion  ; but 
fhe  is  reprefented  as  the  daughter  of  the  em- 
peror Maurice  in  the  Perfian  and  Turkilh  ro- 
mances, which  celebrate  the  love  of  Khofrou 
for  Schirin,  of  Schirin  for  Ferhad,  the  010ft 
beautiful  youth  of  the  Eaft.  D’Herbclot, 
Biblioth,  Orient,  p.  789.  997,  99S. 
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to  the  charms  of  her  royal  lover.  Yet  Sira  never  Aiarcd  the  paflion  c p. 

which  (he  infpired,  and  the  blifs  of  Chofroes  was  tortured  by  a v — / 

jealous  doubt,  that  while  he  poirelTed  her  perfon,  flic  had  bellowed 
her  affections  on  a meaner  favourite”. 

While  the  majefty  of  the  Roman  name  was  revived  in  the  Eall,  Pnde.poliejr, 
the  profpe£l  of  Europe  is  lefs  pleating  and  lefs  glorious.  By  the  dc-  the  chagm 
parture  of  the  Lombards,  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gepidx,  the  balance  °f  'a' d!*”* 
of  power  was  deflroyed  on  the  Danube;  and  the  Avars  fpread  their  S7°4(~c,00’ 
permanent  dominion  from  the  foot  of  the  Alps  to  the  fca-coaft  of 
the  Euxine.  The  reign  of  Baian  is  the  brightell  rtra  of  their  mo- 
narchy ; their  chagan,  who  occupied  the  ruftic  palace  of  Attila, 
appears  to  have  imitated  his  charafter  and  policy 11 ; but  as  the  fame 
fccnes  were  repeated  in  a fmaller  circle,  a minute  reprefentation  of 
the  copy  would  be  devoid  of  the  greatnefsand  novelty  of  the  original. 

The  pride  of  the  fecond  Juftin,  of  Tiberius,  and  Maurice,  was 
humbled  by  a proud  Barbarian,  more  prompt  to  inflict,  than  expofed 
to  fuffer,  the  injuries  of  war;  and  as  often  as  Afia  was  threatened 


“ The  whole  feries  of  the  tyranny  of  Hor- 
inouz,  the  revolt  of  Bahram,  and  the  flight 
and  redoracion  of  Chofroes,  is  related  by  two 
contemporary  Greeks — more  concifely  by 
Evagrius  (Lvi.  c.  16,  17,  18,  19.)— and  moll 
diffufely  by  Theophyla«fl  Simocatta  (1.  iii. 
c.  6 — 18.  1.  iv.  c.  1—16.  I.  v.  c.  1 — 15-) : 
fucceeding  compilers,  Zonaras  and  Cedrenus, 
can  only  tranferibe  and  abridge.  The  Chrif. 
tian  Arabs,  Rutychius  ( Annal.  tom.  ii.  p.  200 
— -208.)  and  Abulpharagius  (Dyoaft.  p.  96 
— 98. ),  appear  to  have  confalted  force  par- 
tirelar  memoirs.  Tbe  great  Perfian  hifto- 
rians  of  the  x\,h  century,  Mirkhond  and 
Khondemir,  are  only  known  to  me  by  the 
iinpcrfeflcxtraftsof  Schikard  (Tarikh,p.  <50 
— 1 c; 5. ),  Texeira,  or  rather  Stevens  (Hid. 
of  Pcrfla,  p.  182 — 1K6.),  a Turkifh  MS. 
trandated  by  the  Abbe  Fourmont  (Hid.  de 
l’Acadcmie  des  inferiptions,  tom.  vii.  p.  525 

Vot.  IV. 


— 334.),  and  d’Herbelot  (aenr  mots,  Uormovx% 
p.  457 — 459.  Bahrain,  p.  174.  Khofrou 
Parviz,  p.  996.).  Were  I perfectly  fatisfled  of 
their  authority,  I could  with  thefe  Oriental 
materials  had  been  more  copious. 

11  A general  idea  of  the  pride  and  power 
of  the  chagan  may  be  taken  from  Menander 
(Excerpt.  Lcgat.  p.  117,  &c.)  and  Theophy- 
la&  (I.  i.  c.  3.  1.  vii.  c.  15.),  whofe  eight 
books  are  much  more  honourable  to  the  A- 
var  than  to  the  Roman  prince.  The  prede- 
ccflors  of  Baian  had  tailed  the  liberality  of 
Rome,  and  be  furvived  the  reign  of  Maurice 
(Buat,  Hift.  des  Peuples  Barbares,  tom.  xu 
P 54>-)»  The  chagan  who  invaded  Italy  A.  D. 
61 1 (Muratori,  Annali,  tom.  v.  p.  303.) 
was  then  juvenili  artatc  Horentcm  (Paul  War- 
nefrid,  de  Ged.  Langobard.  I.  v.  c.  38.),  the 
fon,  perhaps,  or  the  grandfon,  of  Baian. 
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c H A P.  by  the  Perfian  arms,  Europe  was  opprefled  by  the  dangerous  inroads,  or 
. ' ' . coftly  friendftiip,  of  the  Avars.  When  the  Roman  envoys  approached 

the  prefence  of  the  chagan,  they  were  commanded  to  wait  at  the  door 
of  his  tent,  till,  at  the  end  perhaps  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  he  con- 
defeended  to  admit  them.  If  the  fubftance  or  the  ftyle  of  their  meffage 
was  offenfivc  to  his  ear,  he  infultcd,  with  real  or  affeCted  fury,  their 
own  dignity,  and  that  of  their  prince}  their  baggage  was  plundered, 
and  their  lives  were  only  faved  by  the  promife  of  a richer  prefent 
and  a more  refpeCtful  addrefs.  But  bit  facred  ambafladors  enjoyed 
and  abufed  an  unbounded  licence  in  the  midft  of  Conllantinople : 
they  urged,  with  importunate  clamours,  the  increafe  of  tribute,  or 
the  reftitution  of  captives  and  deferters ; and  the  majefty  of  the 
empire  was  almofl  equally  degraded  by  a bafe  compliance,  or  by  the 
falfe  and  fearful  excufes,  with  which  they  eluded  fuch  infolent  de- 
mands. The  chagan  had  never  feen  an  elephant } and  his  curiofity 
was  excited  by  the  flrangc,  and  perhaps  fabulous,  portrait  of  that 
wonderful  animal.  At  his  command,  one  of  the  Iargcft  elephants  of 
the  Imperial  (tables  was  equipped  with  (lately  caparifons,  and  con- 
ducted by  a numerous  train  to  the  royal  village  in  the  plains  of 
Hungary.  He  furveyed  the  enormous  bead  with  furprife,  with 
difguft,  and  poflibly  with  terror ; and  failed  at  the  vain  induftry  of 
the  Romans,  who,  in  fearch  of  fuch  ufelefs  rarities,  could  explore 
the  limits  of  the  land  and  fea.  He  wilhed,  at  the  expence  of  the 
emperor,  to  repofe  in  a golden  bed.  The  wealth  of  Conftantinople, 
and  the  ikilful  diligence  of  her  artifts,  were  inftantly  devoted  to  the 
gratification  of  his  caprice ; but  when  the  work  was  finifhed,  he 
rejected  with  fcorn  a prefent  fo  unworthy  the  majefty  of  a great 
king  ’4.  Thefe  were  the  caftial  fallies  of  his  pride,  but  the  avarice 
of  the  chagan  was  a more  fteady  and  tradable  paflion : a rich  and 

**  Thcoaty^.lTf.  c.  5,6, 
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regular  fupply  of  filk  apparel,  furniture,  and  plate,  introduced  the  c p* 

rudiments  of  art  and  luxury  among  the  tents  of  the  Scythians ; * ' 

their  appetite  was  {Emulated  by  the  pepper  and  cinnamon  of  India”; 
the  annual  fublidy  or  tribute  was  railed  from  fourfcorc  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ; and  after  each  hoflile 
interruption,  the  payment  of  the  arrears,  with  exorbitant  intereft, 
was  always  made  the  firft  condition  of  the  new  treaty.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  a Barbarian,  without  guile,  the  prince  of  the  Avars  affected 
to  complain  of  the  infincerity  of  the  Greeks  “,  yet  he  was  not  in- 
ferior to  the  mod  civilized  nations  in  the  refinements  of  diflimula- 
tion  and  perfidy.  As  the  fucccffor  of  the  Lombards,  the  chagan 
afferted  his  claim  to  the  important  city  of  Sirmium,  the  ancient  bul- 
wark of  the  Illyrian  provinces”.  The  plains  of  the  Lower  Hungary 
were  covered  with  the  Avar  horfe,  and  a fleet  of  large  boats  was 
built  in  the  Hcrcynian  wood  ; to  defeend  the  Danube,  and  to  trans- 
port into  the  Save  the  materials  of  a bridge.  But  as  the  ftrong  gar- 
rifon  of  Singidunum,  which  commanded  the  conflux  of  the  two 
rivers,  might  have  flopped  their  paflage  and  baffled  his  defigns,  he  dis- 
pelled their  apprehenfions  by  a folemn  oath,  that  his  views  were  not 
lioftile  to  the  empire.  He  fworc  by  his  fword,  the  fymbol  of  the 
god  of  war,  that  he  did  not,  as  the  enemy  of  Rome,  conftrudi  a 
bridge  upon  the  Save.  “ If  I violate  my  oath,”  purfued  the  intre- 
pid Baian,  “ may  I myfelf,  and  the  laft  of  my  nation,  perifh  by 
“ the  fword ! may  the  heavens,  and  fire,  the  deity  of  the  heavens. 


**  Even  in  the  field,  the  chagan  delighted 
in  the  ufe  of  thefc  aromatics.  He  foliated, 
as  a gift,  i»»ks;  ) and  received  vmp 

acai  pv\\9»  I »l*»,  K*7*U9  TI  xat  To»  XrycfArft*  *&roi. 

Thcophylaft,  I.  vii.  c.  13.  The  Europeans 
of  the  ruder  ages  confumed  more  fpices  in 
theifr  meat  and  drink  than  ia  compatible  with 
the  delicacy  of  a modern  palate, 
dcs  Frarjois,  tom.  ii.  p.  162,  163. 


**  Theophylafl,  1.  vi.  c.  6.  ?.  vii.  c.  15, 
The  Greek  hiftorian  confefles  the  truth  and 
juftice  of  his  reproach. 

**  Menander  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  126 
— 132.  174,  175.)  deferibes  the  perjury  of 
Baian  and  the  furrender  of  Sirftium. 
have  loft  his  account  of  the  fiege,  which  it 
commended  by  Thcophylacl,  I,  i.  C.  3.  T« 


vinw0* 
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CHAP.  « fa||  upon  our  heads!  may  the  forefts  and  mountains  bury  us  in 
v « their  ruins!  and  the  Save  returning,  againft  the  laws  of  nature, 

“ to  his  fource,  overwhelm  us  in  his  angry  waters!”  After  this 
barbarous  imprecation,  he  calmly  enquired,  what  oath  was  moll 
facred  and  venerable  among  the  Chriftians,  what  guilt  of  perjury  it 
was  moll  dangerous  to  incur.  The  bifliop  of  Singidunum  prefented 
the  gofpel,  which  the  chagan  received  with  devout  reverence.  “ I 
“ fwear,”  faid  lie,  “ by  the  God  who  has  fpoken  in  this  holv  book, 
“ that  I have  neither  falfehood  on  my  tongue  nor  treachery  in  my 
“ heart.’’  As  foon  as  he  rofe  from  his  knees,  he  accelerated  the 
labour  of  the  bridge,  and  difpatched  an  envoy  to  proclaim  what  he 
no  longer  wiihed  to  conceal.  “ Inform  the  emperor,”  faid  the  per- 
fidious Baian,  “ that  Sirmium  is  invefted  on  every  fide.  Advife 
“ his  prudence  to  withdraw  the  citizens  and  their  effedts,  and  to 
“ refign  a city  which  it  is  now  impoflible  to  relieve  or  defend.”’ 
Without  the  hope  of  relief,  the  defence  of  Sirmium  was  prolonged 
above  three  years : the  walls  were  Hill  untouched ; but  famine  was 
inclofed  within  the  walls,  till  a merciful  capitulation  allowed  the 
efcape  of  the  naked  and  hungry  inhabitants.  Singidunum,  at  the 
diftance  of  fifty  miles,  experienced  a more  cruel  fate : the  buildings, 
were  razed,  and  the  vanquished  people  was  condemned  to  fervitude 
and  exile.  Yet  the  ruins  of  Sirmium  are  no  longer  vifible;  the 
advantageous  fituation  of  Singidunum  foon  attracted  a new  colony  of 
Sclavonians,  and  the  conflux  of  the  Save  and  Danube  is  flill  guarded 
by  the  fortifications  of  Belgrade,  or  the  White  City , fo  often  and  fo 
obftinately  difputed  by  the  Chriftian  and  Turkiih  arms”.  From 
Belgrade  to  the  walls  of  Conftantinople  a line  may  be  meafured  of 


15  Sec  d’Anville,  in  the  Mcrroircs  de  1*A-  Porphyrogenitus ; the  Latin  appellation  of 
eatft  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  xvviii.  p.  412—  Alba  Crete  a is  ufed  by  the  Franks  in  t|>e  be- 
443.  The  Sclavonic  name  of  Belgrade  is  ginning  of  the  (p.  414.). 

fi* 


mentioned  in  the  xtb  century  by  Cotiftantinc  , * 
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fix  hundred  miles  : that  line  was  marked  with  flames  and  with  blood  ; c jj,*  * p- 

the  horfes  of  the  Avars  were  alternately  bathed  in  the  Euxine  and  * 

the  Adriatic  j and  the  Roman  pontiff,  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  a 
more  favage  enemy  **,  was  reduced  to  chcrilh  the  Lombards  as  the 
protestors  of  Italy.  The  defpair  of  a captive,  whom  his  country 
refufed  to  ranfom,  difclofcd  to  the  Avars  the  invention  and  practice 
of  military  engines  but  in  the  firft  attempts,  they  were  rudely 
framed,  and  awkwardly  managed  ; and  the  refi fiance  of  Diocletiano- 
polis  and  Benea,  of  Philippopolis  and  Adrianople,  foon  exhaufted 
the  fkill  and  patience  of  the  befiegers.  The  warfare  of  Baian  was 
that  of  a Tartar,  yet  his  mind  was  fufceptible  of  a humane  and 
generous  fentiment:  he  fpared  Anchialus,  whofe  falutary  waters  had 
reftored  the  health  of  the  bed  beloved  of  his  wives ; and  the  Romans 
confefs,  that  their  flarving  army  was  fed  and  difmiffed  by  the  libe- 
rality of  a foe.  His  empire  extended  over  Hungary,  Poland,  and 
Prullia,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  to  that  of  the  Oder  " ; and 
his  new  fubjedts  were  divided  and  tranfplanted  by  the  jealous  policy 
of  the  conqueror’*.  The  caftern  regions  of  Germany,  which  had 
been  left  vacant  by  the  emigration  of  the  Vandals,  were  replenifhed 
with  Sclavonian  colonifts ; the  fame  tribes  are  difeovered  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Adriatic  and  of  the  Baltic,  and  with  the  name 
of  Baian  himfelf,  the  Illyrian  cities  of  Neyfs  and  Lifla  are  again  found 
in  the  heart  of  Silelia.  In  the  difpofition  both  of  his  troops  and 


,9  Baron.  Anna).  Ecclef.  A.D.600,  N°i. 
Paul  Warncfrid  (1.  iv.  c.  38.)  relates  their  ir- 
ruption into  Friuli,  and  (c.  39.)  the  capti- 
vity of  his  anccftorst  about  A.  IX  632.  The 
Sclavi  traverfed  the  Hadriatic,  cum  multitu- 
dine  navium,  and  made  a defeent  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sipontoro  (c.  47.)* 

30  Even  the  hclcpolis,  or  moveable  turret. 
Theophylaft,  1.  ii.  16,  17. 

**  The  arms  and  alliances  of  the  chagan 
reached  to  the  neighbourhood  of  a weftern 
fea,  fifteen  months  journey  from  Conftanii- 


nople.  The  emperor  Maurice  converfcd  with 
feme  itinerant  harpers  from  that  remote 
country,  and  only  feems  to  have  miftaken  a 
trade  for  a nation.  TheophylaCt,  I.  vi.  c.  2. 

54  This  is  one  of  the  molt  probable  and  lu- 
minous conjectures  of  the  learned  count  de 
Bust  (Hilt,  des  Peoples  Barbarcr,  tom.  xi. 
p.  546—  568.).  The  Tzechi  and  Serbi  as* 
found  together  near  mount  Caucafcs,  in  II- 
lyricum,  and  on  the  Lower  Elbe.  Even  the 
wildell  traditions  of  the  Bohemians,  &c.  af- 
ford lomc  colour  to  hjs  hypothefis. 

provinces. 
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XL vi  F Provinccs»  ^'e  c^agan  expofed  the  vaflals,  whofe  lives  he  difregard- 

> ed  ",  to  the  firft  afiault ; and  the  fvvords  of  the  enemy  were  blunted 

before  they  encountered  the  native  valour  of  the  Avars, 
ran  of  The  Perfian  alliance  rellored  the  troops  of  tire  Eaft  to  the  defence 

;.inil  the  of  Europe;  and  Maurice,  who  had  fupported  ten  years  the  infolcncc 

a'.  D.  °f  the  chagan,  declared  his  refolution  to  march  in  perfon  again!!  the 
595  601.  Barbarians.  In  the  fpace  of  two  centuries,  none  of  the  fucceffors  of 
Thcodofius  had  appeared  in  the  field,  their  lives  were  fupinely  fpent 
in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople ; and  the  Greeks  could  no  longer 
onderftand,  that  the  name  of  emperor , in  its  primitive  fenfe,  de- 
noted the  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  republic.  The  martial  ardour  of 

Maurice  was  oppofed  by  the  grave  flattery  of  the  fenate,  the  timid 

fuperftition  of  the  patriarch,  and  the  tears  of  the  emprefs  Conftan- 
tina  ; and  they  all  conjured  him  to  devolve  on  fome  meaner  general 
the  fatigues  and  perils  of  a Scythian  campaign.  Deaf  to  their  advice  and 
entreaty,  the  emperor  boldly  advanced  ’*  leven  miles  from  the  capital ; 
the  facred  enlign  of  the  crofs  was  difplavcd  in  the  front,  and  Maurice 
reviewed,  with  confcious  pride,  the  arms  and  numbers  of  the  veterans 
who  had  fought  and  conquered  beyond  the  Tigris.  Anchialus  was 
the  laf!  term  of  his  progrefs  by  fca  and  land ; he  folicited,  without 
fucccfs,  a miraculous  anfwer  to  his  nodlurnal  prayers ; his  mind  was 
confounded  by  the  death  of  a favourite  horfe,  the  encounter  of  a wild 
boar,  a llorm  of  wind  and  rain,  and  the  birth  of  a monflrous  child ; 
and  he  forgot  that  the  beft  of  omens  is,  to  urifhcath  our  fword  in  the 
defence  of  our  country”.  Under  the  pretence  of  receiving  the  am- 

11  See  Fredegarius,  in  the  Hlrtoriam  of  If  he  were  a writer  of  tafie  or  genius,  we 
France,  tom.  ii.  p.  432.  Brian  did  not  con-  might  fufpefi  him  of  an  elegant  irony:  but 
ccal  his  proud  infenlibility.  On  ewurvc  (not  Triicophyladt  is  furely  harmlefs. 


rufftmt:,  according  Co  a fuolifh  emendation) 
nrafan*  rn  Pupa***,  u >«  c$.jt 

CztxT*  mXwmi,  oM  ipoi  yi  fin  yutffSau  cvtcuff~ 

Sl&ITt 

14  Sec  the  march  and  return  of  Maurice, 
in  Thcophylaft,  1.  v.  c.  1 6.  1.  vi.  c.  i,  2,  *. 


w i E**  Apr*  wip  rr»Tpr.<;. 

Iliad  xii.  243. 

This  noble  verfe,  which  unite*  the  fpirit  cf 
an  hero  with  the  reafon  of  a fage,  may  prove 
tjaat  Homer  was  in  every  light  fuperior  to  his 
age  and  country. 

bafladors 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


4S7 

bailadors  of  Perfia,  the  emperor  returned  to  Conftantinople,  ex-  c **  A p. 

changed  the  thoughts  of  war  for  thofc  of  devotion,  and  difappointed  1 » 

the  public  hope  by  his  abfence  and  the  choice  of  his  lieutenant?. 

The  blind  partiality  of  fraternal  love  might  excufe  the  promotion  of 
his  brother  Peter,  who  fled  with  equal  difgrace  from  the  Barbarians, 
from  his  own  foldicrs,  and  from  the  inhabitants  of  a Roman  city. 

That  city,  if  we  may  credit  the  refemblance  of  name  and  character, 
was  the  famous  Azimuntium which  had  alone  repelled  the  tempeft 
of  Attila.  The  example  of  her  warlike  youth  was  propagated  to 
fuccecding  generations;  and  they  obtained,  from  the  firft  or  the 
fecond  Juftin,  an  honourable  privilege,  that  their  valour  fhould  be 
always  referred  for  the  defence  of  their  native  country.  The  brother 
of  Maurice  attempted  to  violate  this  privilege,  and  to  mingle  a patriot 
band  with  the  mercenaries  of  his  camp ; they  retired  to  the  church, 
he  was  not  awed  by  the  famftity  of  the  place;  the  people  rofe  in  their 
caufe,  the  gates  were  fhut,  the  ramparts  were  manned ; and  the 
cowardice  of  Peter  was  found  equal  to  his  arrogance  and  injuftice. 

The  military  fame  of  Commentiolus  ” is  the  cbjett  of  fatire  or 
comedy  rather  than  of  ferious  hiftorv,  fince  he  was  even  deficient 
in  the  vile  and  vulgar  qualification  of  perfonal  courage.  His  folemn 
councils,  ftrange  evolutions,  and  fecrct  orders,  always  fupplied  an 
apology  for  flight  or  delay.  If  he  marched  againft  the  enemy,  the 
pleafant  vallies  of  mount  Hamms  oppofed  an  infupcrable  barrier ; 
but  in  his  retreat,  he  explored,  with  fearlefs  curiofity,  the  moll 
difficult  and  obfolete  paths,  which  had  almoft  efcaped  the  memory 
of  the  oldefl  native.  The  only  blood  which  he  loft  was  drawn,  in 

3*  Theophylafl,  1.  vii.  c.  3.  On  thcevi-  patriotifm  and  valour  is  cheaply  purchafed  by 
dence  of  this  fait,  which  had  not  occurred  10  fuch  a confeflioo. 

my  memory,  the  candid  reader  will  correft  37  See  the  lhameful  conduct  of  Commen- 
and  excufe  a note  in  the  in'*  volume  of  this  tiolus,  in  Thecphylaft,  1.  ii.  c«  10—15.  !•***- 
hitfory,  p.  374.  which  haAens  the  decay  of  c.  13*  14.  1.  viii.  C.  2.4. 

A fun  us,  or  Azimuntium  : another  century  of 
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C xi  vAJ  P 3 rca'  01  a^ci^e^  malady,  by  the  lancet  of  a furgeon;  and  his  health, 

v. — v > which  felt  with  exquifite  fcnfibility  the  approach  of  the  Barbarians, 

was  uniformly  rcftorcd  by  the  repofe  and  fafety  of  the  winter  fcafon. 
A prince  who  could  promote  and  fupport  this  unworthy  favourite 
mull  derive  no  glory  from  the  accidental  merit  of  his  colleague  Pril- 
cus3*.  In  five  fucccfiive  battles,  whiph  feem  to  have  been  conducted 
with  {kill  and  refolution,  feventeen  thoufand  two  hundred  Barba- 
rians were  made  prifoners : near  fixty  thoufand,  with  four  Tons  of 
the  chagan,  were  flain  : the  Roman  general  furprifed  a peaceful 
didridl  of  the  Gepidse,  who  flept  under  the  protection  of  the  Avars; 
and  his  lad  trophies  were  erefted  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube  and 
the  Teyl's.  Since  the  death  of  Trajan,  the  arms  of  the  empire  had 
not  penetrated  fo  deeply  into  the  old  Dacia : yet  the  fuccefs  of  Prif- 
cus  was  tranfient  and  barren ; and  he  was  foon  recalled,  by  the 
apprehenfion,  that  Baian,  with  dauntlefs  fpirit  and  recruited  forces, 
was  preparing  to  avenge  his  defeat  under  the  walls  of  Conflanti- 
nople 

State  of  the  The  theory  of  war  was  not  more  familiar  to  the  camps  of  C:tfar 

Roman  u anj  Trajan,  than  to  thofe  of  Jufliuian  and  Maurice*”.  The  iron 
of  Tufcany  or  Pontus  ftill  received  the  keened  temper  from  the  {kill 
of  the  Byzantine  workmen.  The  magazines  were  plentifully  dored 
with  every  fpecies  of  offend ve  and  defenfive  arms.  In  the  con- 
drutlion  and  ufc  of  (hips,  engines,  and  fortifications,  the  Barbarians 
admired  the  fuperior  ingenuity  of  a people  whom  they  fo  often  van- 
qui filed  in  the  field.  The  fciencc  of  taCtics,  the  order,  evolutions. 


3*  Sec  the  exploit*  of  Prifcos,  1.  viii.  c.  a,  j. 

**  The  general  detail  of  the  war  againft  the 
Avars,  may  be  traced  in  the  firft,  fecond,  fixtb, 
feventh,  and  eighth  books  of  the  Hiflory  of 
the  Emperor  Maurice,  by  Theophylaft  Simo- 
catta.  At  he  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Hera* 
dius  he  had  no  temptation  to  Hatter;  but 
has  want  of  judgment  renders  him  ditfufe  in 


trifles  and  concife  in  the  mod  i mere  fling  fatfj. 

49  Maurice  himfelf  compofed  xit  books  on 
the  military  art,  which  are  Ail!  extant,  and 
h*|re  been  puhliihcd  (Upfal,  1664)  by  John 
Scheffer  afc  the  end  of  the  Tadics  of  Arrian 
(Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Gr.xca,  1.  iv.  c.  8.  tom.  iii. 
p.  278.)*  who  promifes  to  fpeak  more  full / 
of  his  work  in  its  proper  place, 

and 
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and  ftratagems  of  antiquity,  was  tranfcribed  and  fludied  in  the  c ^ f- 

books  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  But  the  folitude  or  degeneracy  * „ • 

of  the  provinces  could  no  longer  fupply  a race  of  men  to  handle 
thofe  weapons,  to  guard  thofe  walls,  to  navigate  thofe  Ihips,  and  to 
reduce  the  theory  of  war  into  bold  and  fuccefsful  pra&ice.  The 
genius  of  Bclifarius  and  Narfes  had  been  formed  without  a matter, 
and  expired  without  a dilciple.  Neither  honour,  nor  patriotifm,  nor 
generous  fuperflition,  could  animate  the  lifelefs  bodies  of  (laves  and 
((rangers,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  honours  of  the  legions : it  was 
in  the  camp  alone  that  the  emperor  (hould  have  exerciled  a defpotic 
command ; it  was  only  in  the  camps  that  his  authority  was  dif- 
obeyed  and  infulted : he  appeafed  and  inflamed  with  gold  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  troops;  but  their  vices  were  inherent,  their  victories 
were  accidental,  and  their  coftly  maintenance  exhaufted  the  fub- 
ftance  of  a ftate  which  they  were  unable  to  defend.  After  a long 
and  pernicious  indulgence,  the  cure  of  this  inveterate  evil  was  un- 
dertaken by  Maurice  : but  the  rafli  attempt,  which  drew  deftruCtion 
on  his  own  head,  tended  only  to  aggravate  the  difeafe.  A reformer 
(hould  be  exempt  from  the  fufpicion  of  interefl,  and  he  muft  poflefs 
the  confidence  and  efteem  of  thofe  whom  he  propofes  to  reclaim. 

"The  troops  of  Maurice  might  liften  to  the  voice  of  a victorious 
leader ; they  difdained  the  admonitions  of  (latefmen  and  fophifts, 

and  when  they  received  an  ediCt  which  deducted  from  their  pay  iheir  difeon- 

tent, 

the  price  of  their  arms  and  clothing,  they  execrated  the  avarice  of 
a prince  infenfible  of  the  dangers  and  fatigues  from  which  he  had 
efcaped.  The  camps  both  of  Alia  and  Europe  were  agitated  with 
frequent  and  furious  feditions4' ; the  enraged  foldicrs  of  Edcfla  pur- 
fued,  with  reproaches,  with  threats,  with  wounds,  their  trembling 


*'  See  (tie  m utinles  under  the  rtign  of  Minrice,  in  Theophylaft,  1.  iii.  c.  1—4.  I.  vi.  c.  7, 
S.  10.  1.  vii.  c.  1.  1.  viii.  c.  6,  See. 

Vol.  IV.  3 R generals; 
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C P.  generals : they  overturned  the  ftatues  of  the  emperor,  caft  ftones 
. againft  the  miraculous  image  of  Chrift,  and  either  rejected  the  yoke 
of  all  civil  and  military  laws,  or  inftituted  a dangerous  model  of  vo- 
luntary fubordination.  The  monarch,  always  diftant  and  often  de- 
ceived, was  incapable  of  yielding  or  perfifting  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  moment.  But  the  fear  of  a general  revolt  induced 
him  too  readily  to  accept  any  ad  of  valour,  or  any  expreflion  of 
loyalty,  as  an  atonement  for  the  popular  offence ; the  new  reform 
was  abohlhed  as  hallily  as  it  had  been  announced,  and  the  troops, 
in  (lead  of  punilliment  and  reftraint,  were  agreeably  furprifed  by  a 
gracious  proclamation  of  immunities  and  rewards.  But  the  foldiers 
accepted  without  gratitude  the  tardy  and  reludant  gifts  of  the  em- 
peror; their  infolence  was  elated  by  the  difeovery  of  his  weaknels 
and  their  own  ftrength ; and  their  mutual  hatred  was  inflamed  be- 
yond the  defire  of  forgivenefs  or  the  hope  of  reconciliation.  The 
hiftorians  of  the  times  .adopt  the  vulgar  fufpicion,  that  Maurice  con- 
fpired  to  deftroy  the  troops  whom  he  had  laboured  to  reform  ; the 
mifeondud  and  favour  of  Commentiolus  are  imputed  to  this  male- 
volent defign  ; and  every  age  mull  condemn  the  inhumanity  or 
avarice  41  of  a prince,  who,  by  the  trifling  ranfom  of  fix  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  might  have  prevented  the  malTacre  of  twelve  thou- 
>nd  rebel-  fand  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  chagan.  In  the  juft  fervour  of 
indignation,  an  order  was  (lgnificd  to  the  army  of  the  Danube,  that 
they  ftiould  fpare  the  magazines  of  the  province,  and  eftabiith, 
their  winter-quarters  in  the  hoftile  country  of  the  Avars.  The 
meafure  of  their  grievances  was  full : they  pronounced  Maurice  un- 
worthy to  reign,  expelled  or  flaughtered  his  faithful  adherents,  and, 

41  Theopbylaft  and  Theophancs  frem  ig-  whence  Zonaras  (tom.  ii.  1.  »r. 

nonnt  of  the  confpiracy  and  avarice  of  Mau-  p.  77,  78.)  has  tranferibed  them-  Ccdrenua 
rice.  Thefe  charges,  fo  unfavourable  to  the  (p.  399.)  has  followed  another  computation 
memory  of  that  emperor,  are  firft  mertlipned  of  the  ranfom. 
by  the  author  of  the  Pafchal  Chronicle  (p.379, 
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under  the  command  of  Phocas,  a fimple  centurion,  returned  by  hafty  c A p. 

marches  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Conftantinople.  After  a long  • 

fcrics  of  legal  fucceflion,  the  military  diforders  of  the  third  century  phot*'”  °f 
were  again  revived  ; yet  fuch  was  the  novelty  of  the  enterprile,  that  October0** 
the  infurgents  were  awed  by  their  own  rafhnefs.  They  hefitated  to 
invert  their  favourite  with  the  vacant  purple,  and  while  they  re- 
jected all  treaty  with  Maurice  himfelf,  they  held  a friendly  corrc- 
fpondence  with  his  fon  Thcodofius,  and  with  Germanus  the  father- 
in-law  of  the  royal  youth.  So  obfeure  had  been  the  former  condi- 
tion of  Phocas,  that  the  emperor  was  ignorant  of  the  name  and 
character  of  his  rival : but  as  foon  as  he  learned,  that  the  centurion, 
though  bold  in  fedition,  was  timid  in  the  face  of  danger,  “ Alas !" 
cried  the  defponding  prince,  “ if  he  is  a coward,  he  will  furcly  be  a 
“ murderer.” 

Yet  if  Conftantinople  had  been  firm  and  faithful,  the  murderer  Revolt  of 
might  have  fpent  his  fury  againft  the  walls;  and  the  rebel  army  pic. 
would  have  been  gradually  confirmed  or  reconciled  by.  the  prudence 
of  the  emperor.  In  the  games  of  the  circus,  which  he  repeated 
with  unufual  pomp,  Maurice  difguifed  with  fmiles  of  confidence  the 
anxiety  of  his  heart,  condefccnded  to  folicit  the  applaufe  of  the  fac- 
tions, and  flattered  their  pride  by  accepting  from  their  rcfpc&ive 
tribunes  a lift  of  nine  hundred  blues  and  fifteen  hundred  greens, 
whom  he  affected  to  efteem  as  the  folid  pillar  of  his  throne.  Their 
treacherous  or  languid  fitpport  betrayed  his  weaknefs  and  haftened 
his  fall ; the  green  faction  were  the  fecret  accomplices  of  the  rebels, 
and  the  blues  recommended  lenity  and  moderation  in  a conteft 
with  their  Roman  brethren.  The  rigid  and  parfimonious  virtues  of 
Maurice  had  long  fince  hearts  of  his  fubje&s : as  he 

walked  barefoot  in  a religious  proceflion,  he  was  rudely  aiTaulted 
with  ftones,  and  his  guards  were  compelled  to  prefent  their  iron 
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c J*  ^ P*  maces  in  the  defence  of  his  perfon.  A fanatic  monk  ran  through 

» i the  ftreets  with  a drawn  fword,  denouncing  againft  him  the  wrath 

and  the  fentencfe  of  God,  and  a vile  plebeian,  who  reprefented  his 
countenance  and  apparel,  was  feated  on  an  afs,  and  purfued  by  the 
imprecations  of  the  multitude  The  emperor  fufpe&ed  the  popu- 
larity of  Germanus  with  the  foldiers  and  citizens;  he  feared,  he 
threatened,  but  he  delayed  to  ftrike  ; the  patrician  fled  to  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  the  church  ; the  people  rofe  in  his  defence,  the  walls  were 
deferted  by  the  guards,  and  the  lawlefs  city  was  abandoned  to  the 
flames  and  rapine  of  a nodturnal  tumult.  In  a fmall  bark,  the  un- 
fortunate Maurice,  with  his  wife  and  nine  children,  efcaped  to  the 
Afiatic  fhore,  but  the  violence  of  the  wind  compelled  him'  to  land 
at  the  church  of  St.  Autonomus44  near  Chalcedon,  from  whence  he 
difpatched  Theodofius,  his  cldeft  fon,  to  implore  the  gratitude  and 
friendfliip  of  the  Perfian  monarch.  For  himfelf,  he  refufed  to  fly : 
his  body  was  tortured  with  fciatic  pains4’,  his  mind  was  enfeebled 
by  fuperftition  ; he  patiently  awaited  the  event  of  the  revolution, 
and  addrefled  a fervent  and  public  prayer  to  the  Almighty,  that  the 
punifhmcnt  of  his  fins  might  be  inflicted  in  this  world,  rather  than 
in  a future  life.  After  the  abdication  of  Maurice,  the  two  fadlions 
difputed  the  choice  of  an  emperor ; but  the  favourite  of  the  blues 

41  In  their  clamours  again!!  Maurice,  the  (cribcd  by  Gyllitii  (de  Bofphoro  Thracio, 
people  of  Contlantinople  branded  him  with  1.  iii.  c.  xi.)  as  one  of  the  two  harbours  of 
the  name  of  Marcionite  or  Marcionilt:  a he-  Chalcedon. 

refy  (fays  Theophylaft,  1.  viii.  c.  9.)  p,T»  4>  The  inhabitant!  of  ContUntinople  were 
T..M  ivrSut  r,  «<t.  «»r*yiX»r«.  generally  fubjrtl  to  the  an,  afoot, i«;  and 

Did  they  only  call  out  a vague  reproach— or  Theoph)lafl  infinuates  (l.  viii.  c.  9.),  that  if 
had  the  emperor  teally  liAcned  to  fome  ob-  it  were  confident  with  the  rule!  of  hillory,  he 
feure  teacher  of  tbofe  ancient  Gnoftics  ? could  affign  the  medical  caufe.  Vet  fuch  a 

44  The  church  of  St.  Autonomus  (whom  ‘ v(Jjgrdiion  would  not  have  been  more  imper- 
have  not  the  honour  to  know)  was  1 ;o  ftadia  tlfflht  than  his  enquiry  (I.  vii.c.  16,  17.)  into 
from  Conflantinoplc  (Theophylafl,  I.  viii.  the  annual  inundations  of  the  Nile,  and  all 
c.  9.).  The  port  of  Kutropius,  whereJVIau-  the  opinions  of  the  Greek  philofophers  on 
rice  aod  his  children  were  murdcrcdfj^dc.  that  fubjedl. 

was 
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was  rcje&ed  by  the  jealoufy  of  their  antagonifts,  and  Germanus 
himfelf  was  hurried  along  by  the  crowds,  who  ruihed  to  the  palace 
of  Hebdomon,  feven  miles  from  the  city,  to  adore  the  majefty  of 
Phocas  the  centurion.  A modeft  wifh  of  refigning  the  purple  to 
the  rank  and  merit  of  Germanus  was  oppofed  by  bis  refolution,  more 
obflinate  and  equally  fincerc  : the  fenate  and  clergy  obeyed  his 
fummons,  and  as  foon  as  the  patriarch  was  allured  of  his  orthodox 
belief,  he  confecrated  the  fuccefsful  ufurper  in  the  church  of  St.  John 
the  Baptift.  On  the  third  day,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  a thought- 
lefs  people,  Phocas  made  his  public  entry  in  a chariot  drawn  by  four 
white  horfes  : the  revolt  of  the  troops  was  rewarded  by  a lavifh 
donative,  and  the  new  fovereign,  after  vifiting  the  palace,  beheld 
from  his  throne  the  games  of  the  hippodrome.  In  a difpute  of 
precedency  between  the  two  factions,  his  partial  judgment  inclined 
in  favour  of  the  greens.  “ Remember  that  Maurice  is  Hill  alive,” 
refounded  from  the  oppofite  fide  ; and  the  indifereet  clamour  of  the 
blues  admonilhed  and  llimulatcd  the  cruelty  of  the  tyrant.  The 
minifters  of  death  were  difpatched  to  Chalcedon  : they  dragged  the 
emperor  from  his  fan&uary : and  the  five  fons  of  Maurice  were 
fucceflively  murdered  before  the  eyes  of  their  agonizing  parent.  At 
each  flroke  which  he  felt  in  his  heart,  he  found  ftrength  to  rehcarfe 
a pious  ejaculation : “ Thou  art  juft,  O Lord,  and  thy  judgments 
“ 'are  righteous.”  And  fuch,  in  the  laft  moments,  was  his  rigid  at- 
tachment to  truth  and  juftice,  that  he  revealed  to  the  foldiers  the 
pious  falfehood  of  a nurfe  who  prefented  her  own  child  in  the  place 
of  a royal  infant  The  tragic  feene  was  finally  clofed  by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  emperor  himfelf  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign  and 


C II  A p. 
XL  VI. 


Death  of 
Maurice  and 
his  children, 
A.  D.  602, 
Nor.  27. 


From  this  generous  attempt,  Corneilte 
has  deduced  the  intricate  web  of  his  tragedy 
of  Htrtulius , which  requires  more  than  one 
reprefen cation  to  be  clearly  underftood  (Cor- 

I 
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neille  de  Voltaire,  tom.  v.  p.  300.) ; and 
which,  after  an  interval  of  fome  years,  is  faid 
tc^k^ve  puzz'cd  the  author  himfelf  (Anec- 
d£3bramatique9,  tom.  i. 
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C Xi  VI  F ^'e  flxty-t,lird  bis  aEc*  The  bodies  of  the  father  and  lib  five 
-v- — J fons  were  caft  into  the  fea,  their  heads  were  expofcd  at  Conftan- 
tinople  to  the  infults  or  pity  of  the  multitude,  and  it  was  not  till 
fome  figns  of  putrefaction  had  appeared,  that  Phocas  connived  at  the 
private  burial  of  thefe  venerable  remains.  In  that  grave,  the  faults 
and  errors  of  Maurice  were  kindly  interred.  His  fate  alone  was 
remembered  ; and  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  in  the  recital  of  the 
hi  (lory  of  Theophylatt,  the  mournful  talc  was  interrupted  by  the 
tears  of  the  audience  *\ 

Phoc»$  «m-  Such  tears  mud  have  flowed  in  fecret,  and  fuch  compaflion  would 
a.  d!  602,  have  been  criminal,  under  the  reign  of  Phocas,  who  was  peaceably 
JUD.^io,  acknowledged  in  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  The  images 
Oitober  4.  of  the  emperor  and  his  wife  Leontia  were  expofed  in  the  Lateran 
to  the  veneration  of  the  clergy  and  fenate  of  Rome,  and  afterwards 
depofited  in  the  palace  of  the  Catfars,  between  thofe  of  Conftantine 
and  Theodofius.  As  a fubjedl  and  a Chriftian,  it  was  the  duty  of 
Gregory  to  acquiefce  in  the  eftablilhcd  government,  but  the  joyful 
applaufe  with  which  he  falutes  the  fortune  of  the  aflaflin,  has  fullied, 
with  indelible  difgrace,  the  character  of  the  faint.  The  fucceflor  of 
the  apoftles  might  have  inculcated  with  decent  firmnefs  the  guilt  of 
blood,  and  the  neceflity  of  repentance:  he  is  content  to  celebrate 
the  deliverance  of  the  people  and  the  fall  of  the  oppreflor;  to  re- 
joice that  the  piety  and  benignity  of  Phocas  have  been  raifed  by 
Providence  to  the  Imperial  throne ; to  pray  that  his  hands  may  be 
(Lengthened  agarnft  all  his  enemies;  and  to  exprefs  a wifli,  perhaps  a 
prophecy,  that,  after  a long  and  triumphant  reign,  he  may  be  transferred 
from  a temporal  to  an  everlafting  kingdom*'.  I have  already  traced 

' the 

'*  The  revolt  of  rimra.  Zunoni  (tom.  ii.  l.'xiv.  p.  -7— «o.), 

nee  are  told  ty  I In  ophytaft  Siaocat  4$bCedr<  tu«  (p.  397—404.). 

c.  7-1*.).  the  IVchal  Chronicle  ( fBk  4*  Greyer  I.  M.  epW.  j8.  India,  vi.  Be- 
380.),  rhtoph.i.tj  (Chronograph.  p.  436 — nigniutem  veilrx  picuti*  ad  iraperiale  /afli- 
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the  Heps  of  a revolution  fo  pleafing,  in  Gregory’s  opinion,  both  to  c H A 
heaven  and  earth ; and  Phocas  does  not  appear  left  hateful  in  the  * — -v — 
exercife  than  in  the  acquifition  of  power.  The  pencil  of  an  impar-  ch*rac- 
tial  hiftorian  has  delineated  the  portrait  of  a monHer4’;  his  diminu- 
tive and  deformed  perfon,  the  clofenefs  of  his  ffiaggy  eye-brows,  his 
red  hair,  his  beardlefs  chin,  and  his  cheek  disfigured  and  difcoloured 
by  a formidable  fear.  Ignorant  of  letters,  of  laws,  and  even  of 
arms,  he  indulged  in  the  fupreme  rank  a more  ample  privilege  of 
lull  and  drunkennefs,  and  his  brutal  pleafures  were  either  injurious 
to  his  fubjetts  or  difgraccful  to  himfelf.  Without  afluming  the 
office  of  a prince,  he  renounced  the  profeffion  of  a foldier;  and  the 
reign  of  Phocas  afflicted  Europe  with  ignominious  peace,  and  Afia 
with  defolating  war.  His  favage  temper  was  inflamed  by  paffion, 
hardened  by  fear,  exafperated  by  refinance  or  reproach.  The  flight 
of  Theodofius  to  the  Perfian  court  had  been  intercepted  by  a rapid 
purfuit,  or  a deceitful  meflage:  he  was  beheaded  at  Nice,  and  the 
la  ft  hours  of  the  young  prince  were  foothed  by  the  comforts  of  re- 
ligion and  the  confcioufnefs  of  innocence.  Yet  his  phantom  dif- 
turbed  the  repofe  of  the  ufurper : a whifper  was  circulated  through 
the  Eaft,  that  the  fon  of  Maurice  was  ftill  alive  : the  people  expeOcd 
their  avenger,  and  the  widow  and  daughters  of  the  late  emperor 
would  have  adopted  as  their  fon  and  brother  the  vileft  of  mankind. 

In  the  maflacre  of  the  Imperial  family ,0,  the  mercy,  or  rather  the 

dil'cre- 

giom  pervenifle  gaudemtts.  Lstentur  eceli  49  The  images  of  Phocas  were  deftroyed ; 
et  cxultet  terra,  et  de  veflris  benignis  aftibua  but  evtn  the  malice  of  his  enemies  would  fuf- 
univerfz  reipublicze  populus  nunc  ufque  vehe-  fer  one  copy  of  fuch  a portrait  or  caricatura 

menter  afflidns  hilarefcat,  kc.  This  bafe  (Cedrenus,  p.  404.)  to  efcape  the  flames*  ^ 

flattery,  the  topic  of  prottfUftt  The  family  of  Maurice  is  reprefeated 

juiliy  cenfured  by  the  philofopher’^fcf^Sp.  . by .Pucangc  (Familix  Byzinrintc,  p.  ic-6,  toy, 

ticitaite  Cridtp.!C,  Grcgtjtrt- L tu;».^A(P^WW»is  eldeJl  fon  Theodoiius  had  ftecn 

p.  597,598.).  Cardinal  Barom us  jufliher  fffl  emperor  when  he  was  00  more  than 

pope  at  the  expeace  of  the  fallen  emperor.  -*##■-  an  and  a half  old,  and  he  is  always 

joined 
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P.  difcretion,  of  Fhocas  had  fpared  thcfe  unhappy  females,  and  they 
j were  decently  confined  to  a private  houfe.  Hut  the  fpirit  of  the 
emprefs  Conllantina,  flill  mindful  of  her  father,  her  hufband,  and 
her  Ions,  afpired  to  freedom  and  revenge.  At  the  dead  of  night, 
£he  efcaped  to  the  fanduary  of  St.  Sophia;  but  her  tears,  and  the 
gold  of  her  afTociate  Germanus,  were  infuflkient  to  provoke  an  in- 
furredion.  Her  life  was  forfeited  to  revenge,  and  even  to  juftice  : 
but  the  patriarch  obtained  and  pledged  an  oath  for  her  fafety  ; a 
monaftery  was  allotted  for  her  prifon,  and  the  widow  of  Maurice 
accepted  and  abufed  the  lenity  of  his  aflaflin.  The  difeovery  or 
the  fufpicion  of  a fecond  confpiracy,  diflblved  the  engagements  and 
rekindled  the  fury  of  Phocas.  A matron  who  commanded  the  re- 
fped  and  pity  of  mankind,  the  daughter,  wife,  and  mother  of  em- 
perors, was  tortured  like  the  vilefl:  malefador,  to  force  a confelfion 
of  her  defigns  and  aflociates  ; and  the  emprefs  Conftantina,  with  her 
three  innocent  daughters,  was  beheaded  at  Chalcedon,  on  the  fame 
ground  which  had  been  llalned  with  the  blood  of  her  hufband  and 
five  fons.  After  fuch  an  example,  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  enu- 
merate the  names  and  fufferings  of  meaner  victims.  Their  con- 
demnation was  feldom  preceded  by  the  forms  of  trial,  and  their 
puniflunent  was  embittered  by  the  refinements  of  cruelty  : their 
eyes  were  pierced,  their  tongues  were  torn  from  the  root,  the  hands 
and  feet  were  amputated  ; fome  expired  under  the  lafh,  others  in 
the  flames,  others  again  were  transfixed  with  arrows ; and  a Ample 
fpeedy  death  was  mercy  which  they  could  rarely  obtain.  The 
hippodrome,  the  facred  afylum  of  the  pleafures  and  the  liberty  of 
the  Romans,  was  polluted  with  heads  and  limbs,  and  mangled  bodies; 
and  the  companions  of  Phocas  wci  *ar  uj£>ll  fenfiblc,  that  neither 

6nd 


joined  with  hii  father  in  the  of  Anaftafa  and  TheofteHc,  I am  farprifed  to 

Gregory.  With  the  Chriltiai.  daugfrty,  the  Pagan  name  of  Cleopatra. 
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!iis  favour,  nor  their  fervices,  could  protedl  them  from  a tyrant,  the  c H A P- 
worthy  rival  of  the  Caligulas  and  Domitians  of  the  firft  age  of  the 
empire  5‘. 

A daughter  of  Phocas,  his  only  child,  was  given  in  marriage  His  fall  and 
to  the  patrician  Crifpus’*,  and  the  royal  images  of  the  bride  and  a.  D/610, 
bridegroom  were  indifcreetly  placed  in  the  circus,  by  the  fide  of  the  oa°bcr  +• 
emperor.  The  father  mull  defire  that  his  pofterity  fhould  inherit  the 
fruit  of  his  crimes,  but  the  monarch  was  offended  by  this  premature 
and  popular  affociation:  the  tribunes  of  the  green  fadtion,  who 
aecufed  the  officious  error  of  their  fculptors,  were  condemned  to 
inftant  death  : their  lives  were  granted  to  the  prayers  of  the  people ; 
but  Crifpus  might  reafonably  doubt,  whether  a jealous  ufurper  could 
forget  and  pardon  his  involuntary  competition.  The  green  fa&ion 
was  alienated  by  the  ingratitude  of  Phocas  and  the  lofs  of  their 
privileges;  every  province  of  the  empire  was  ripe  for  rebellion; 
and  Heraclius,  exarch  of  Africa,  per  filled  above  two  years  in  re- 
fufing  all  tribute  and  obedience  to  the  centurion  who  difgraced  the 
throne  of  Conftantinople.  By  the  fecret  emiffaries  of  Crifpus  and 
the  fenate,  the  independent  exarch  was  folicited  to  fave  and  to 
govern  his  country : but  his  ambition  was  chilled  by  age,  and  he 
refigned  the  dangerous  enterprife  to  his  fon  Heraclius,  and  to  Nicetas, 
the  fon  of  Gregory  his  friend  and  lieutenant.  The  powers  of  Africa 
were  armed  by  the  two  adventurous  youths ; they  agreed  that  the 
one  fhould  navigate  the  fleet  from  Carthage  to  Conftantinople,  that 
the  other  fhould  lead  an  army  through  Egypt  and  Afia,  and  that  the 


51  Some  of  the  cruelties  of  Phocas  arc 
marked  by  Theophylaft,  1.  viii.  c.  i ; . 14*  i : 
George  of  the  poet  ofj 

ftylcs  him  (Bell.  Avaricum,  p.  4b. 

•1777)  rue  n»f 0 JtrtT*a&trTo<  «ai 

The  latter  epithet  is  jult— but  the 
corrupter  of  life  was  cafily  vanejuilhed. 

Vol.  IV.  3 

c 


In  the  writers,  and  in  the  copies  of  thofc 
writers,  there  is  fuch  hefitation  between  the 
names  of  Prifcut  and  Crifput  (Ducange,  Pam. 
Byzant.  p.  1 1 1.),  that  I have  been  tempted'xo 
identtjiiKhe  fon-in-law  of  Phocas  with  the 
hc^ye  times  rifiorioil  over  the  A wars. 
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Imperial  purple  (hould  be  the  reward  of  diligence  and  fuccefs.  A 
faint  rumour  of  their  undertaking  was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  Pho- 
cas,  and  the  wife  and  mother  of  the  younger  Heraclius  were  fecured 
as  the  hoftages  of  his  faith : but  the  treacherous  art  of  Crifpus 
extenuated  the  diflant  peril,  the  means  of  defence  were  negledted  or 
delayed,  and  the  tyrant  fupinely  dept  till  the  African  navy  cad 
anchor  in  the  Hellefpont.  Their  (landard  was  joined  at  Abydus  by 
the  fugitives  and  exiles  who  thirded  for  revenge  ; the  (hips  of  Hera- 
clius, whofe  lofty  mads  were  adorned  with  the  holy  fymbols  of  re- 
ligion”, (leered  their  triumphant  courle  through  the  Propontis ; and 
Phocas  beheld  from  the  windows  of  the  palace,  his  approaching  and 
inevitable  fate.  The  green  fadlion  was  tempted,  by  gifts  and  pro- 
mifes,  to  oppofe  a feeble  and  fruitlefs  refiftance  to  the  landing  of  the 
Africans  j but  the  people,  and  even  the  guards,  were  determined  by 
the  well-timed  dcfe&ion  of  Crifpus ; and  the  tyrant  was  feized  by  a 
private  enemy,  who  boldly  invaded  the  folitude  of  the  palace. 
Stripped  of  the  diadem  and  purple,  clothed  in  a vile  habit,  and 
loaded  with  chains,  he  was  tranfported  in  a fmall  boat  to  the  Im- 
perial galley  of  Heraclius,  who  reproached  him  with  the  crimes  of 
his  abominable  reign.  “ Wilt  thou  govern  better  ?”  were  the  laft 
words  of  the  defpair  of  Phocas.  After  fuffering  each  variety  of 
infult  and  torture,  his  head  was  fevered  from  his  body,  the  mangled 
trunk  was  cad  into  the  flames,  and  the  fame  treatment  was  infli&ed 
on  the  llatues  of  the  vain  ufurper  and  the  feditious  banner  of  the 
green  fafiion.  The  voice  of  the  clergy,  the  fenate,  and  the  people, 
invited  Heraclius  to  afeend  the  throne  which  he  had  purified  from 
guilt  and  ignominy ; after  fome  graceful  hefitation,  he  yielded  to 


•”  Accordi-'g  to  Theophsnet,  ind 

{•  Ccdrcnus  adds  in  3 ( 1 r.  T : . 

sums  ntpuj,  which  Heracliu*  bore  as  a hw>- 
nrr  in  the  hilt  Perfiw  expedition.  See  GiWgc 


roas  I.  140.  The  manufa&ure  fee  ms 
to  have  Houriihcd  ; but  Foggini,  the  Roman 
editor  (p.  26.),  is  at  a lofs  to  determine  whe- 
ther this  pifture  was  an  original  or  a copy. 
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their  entreaties.  His  coronation  was  accompanied  by  that  of  his  wife 
Eudoxia ; and  their  poderity,  till  the  fourth  generation,  continued 
to  reign  over  the  empire  of  the  Ead.  The  voyage  of  Heraclius  had 
been  cafy  and  profperous,  the  tedious  march  of  Nicetas  was  not  ac- 
complifhed  before  the  decifion  of  the  conted : but  he  fubmitted 
without  a murmur  to  the  fortune  of  his  friend,  and  his  laudable  in- 
tentions were  rewarded  with  an  cquedriau  flatue,  and  a daughter  of 
the  emperor.  It  was  more  difficult  to  truft  the  fidelity  of  Crifpus, 
whole  recent  fervices  were  recompenfed  by  the  command  of  the 
Cappadocian  army.  His  arrogance  foon  provoked,  and  feemed  to 
excufe,  the  ingratitude  of  his  new  fovereign.  In  the  prefence  of 
the  fenate,  the  fon-in-law  of  Phocas  was  condemned  to  embrace  the 
monadic  life;  and  the  fentence  was  judilied  by  the  weighty  obfer- 
vation  of  Heraclius,  that  the  man  who  had  betrayed  his  father,  could 
never  be  faithful  to  his  friend  !*. 

Even  after  his  death  the  republic  was  afflicted  by  the  crimes  of 
Phocas,  which  armed  with  a pious  caufc  the  mod  formidable  of  her 
enemies.  According  to  the  friendly  and  equal  forms  of  the  Byzan- 
tine and  Perfian  courts,  he  announced  his  exaltation  to  the  throne ; 
and  his  ambadador  Lilius,  who  had  prefented  him  with  the  heads  of 
Maurice  and  his  fons,  was  the  bed  qualified  to  deferibe  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  tragic  feene”.  However  it  might  be  varnifhed  by 
fiction  or  fophidry,  Chofroes  turned  with  horror  from  the  a (Tiffin, 
imprifoned  the  pretended  envoy,  difclaimed  the  ufurper,  and  de- 
clared himfelf  the  avenger  of  his  father  and  benefactor.  The  fenti- 


C H A p. 
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Reign  of  He- 
radius, 

A.  D.  610, 
Odober  5 — 
A.  D.  642, 
February  11. 


Chofroes  in- 
vades the  Ro^ 
man  empire, 
A.  D,  603, 
&c. 


See  the  tyranny  of  Phocas  and  the  ele-  e*-pr*fcd,  a native  of  Egypt.  Photius,  who 
vation  of  Heraclius,  in  Chron.  Pafchal.  gives  an  ample  e'ttrad  of  the  work  (cod.  Ixv. 
p.  380—383.  Theophanes,  p.242 — 230.  p.  Si  — ico. ),  gently  reproves  the  afFedation 
Nicephorus,  p.  3 — 7.  Cedrenus,  , r^d  allegory  of  the  ftyle.  His  preface  is  a 

407.  Zonaras,  tom.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  atnJogue  between  Philofophy  and  Hiflory ; 

**  Thcophylad,  1.  viii.  c.  15.  Ttitpjfr  of  they  feat  theuiitilve*  under  a pi  tree, 
Alaurice  was  compofed  about  the  year  628  the  laa«r  touches  her  lyre. 

(I.  viii.  c.  13.)  by  Thcophylad  Simocatta,  / 
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CHAP,  ments  of  grief  and  refentmcnt  which  humanity  would  feel,  and  honour 
would  dictate,  promoted,  on  this  occafion,  the  intereft  of  the  Per- 
fian  king ; and  his  intereft  was  powerfully  magnified  by  the  national 
and  religious  prejudices  of  the  Magi  and  fatraps.  In  a ftrain  of 
artful  adulation,  which  aflumed  the  language  of  freedom,  they  pre- 
fumed to  cenfure  the  excefs  of  his  gratitude  and  friendfhip  for  the 
Greeks ; a nation  with  whom  it  was  dangerous  to  conclude  either 
peace  or  alliance ; whofe  fuperftition  was  devoid  of  truth  and  juftlce, 
and  who  muft  be  incapable  of  any  virtue,  fince  they  could  perpetrate 
the  moft  atrocious  of  crimes,  the  impious  murder  of  their  fovereign  **. 
For  the  crime  of  an  ambitious  centurion,  the  nation  which  he  opprefTed 
was  chaftifed  with  the  calamities  of  war ; and  the  fame  calamities,  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  were  retaliated  and  redoubled  on  the  heads 
of  the  Perfians The  general  who  had  reftored  Chofroes  to  the 
throne  ftill  commanded  in  the  Eaft ; and  the  name  of  Narfes  was 
the  formidable  found  with  which  the  AlTyrian  mothers  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  terrify  their  infants.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  a native 
fubje£l  of  Perfia  fhould  encourage  his  mafter  and  his  friend  to  de- 
liver and  po  fiefs  the  provinces  of  Afia.  It  is  ftill  more  probable, 
that  Chofroes  fhould  animate  his  troops  by  the  affurance  that  the 
fword  which  they  dreaded  the  moft  would  remain  in  its  fcabbard, 
or  be  drawn  in  their  favour.  The  hero  could  not  depend  on  the 
fiiith  of  a tyrant ; and  the  tyrant  was  confeious  how  little  he  dc- 


56  Chriftiaois  ncc  paflum  nee  fidem  rus  (p.  5—16. ) fupply  a regular,  hut  Jin- 
nee fccuus. , . . quod  fi  ulla  illis  fide*  fjifl'ct,  perJVifc,  fcrici  of  the  PcrGan  war  ; and  for 
regetn  fuum  non  occidiftent.  Eunch.  -An*  any  additional  fafh  I quote  my  fpecial  au- 
nales,  totn.ii.  p.  211.  verf.  Pocock.  thoriiies.  Theopbanes,  a courtier  who  be* 

ST  We  muft  now,  for  fome  ages,  take  our  came  a monk,  was  born  A.  D.  74#;  Nice- 
leavc  of  contemporary  hiftemns,  and  do  jh'umrch  of  Cooftantinoplc,  who 

fceod,  if  it  be  a defeent,  from  the  afle£Utio%  waa  fame*  bar  vouogtr ; 

of  rhctcric  to  the  rude  fnnpliciry  of  chronicles  th^ptit^f  fiui'cred  in  the  caufe  of  images, 
itid  abridgments.  Thofc  of  Theoph^nes  Hankiu?,  dc  Scriptoribus  Byzuntinis,  p.  aoo 
(Chronograph,  p.  244—279.)  and  Nice^ho-  —246. 
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ferved  the  obedience  of  an  hero : Narfes  was  removed  from  his  mi-  c ^ ^ p- 
litary  command  ; he  reared  an  independent  ilandard  at  Hierapolis  in  v — -j 
Syria:  he  was  betrayed  by  fallacious  promifes,  and  burnt  alive  in 
the  market-place  of  Conftantinople.  Deprived  of  the  only  chief 
whom  they  could  fear  or  efteem,  the  bands  which  he  had  led  to 
victory  were  twice  broken  by  the  cavalry,  trampled  by  the  elephants, 
and  pierced  by  the  arrows  of  the  Barbarians ; and  a great  number 
of  the  captives  were  beheaded  on  the  field  of  battle  by  the  fentence 
of  the  vidtor,  who  might  juftly  condemn  thefe  feditious  mercenaries 
as  the  authors  or  accomplices  of  the  death  of  Maurice.  Under  the 
reign  of  Phocas,  the  fortifications  of  Merdin,  Dara,  Amida,  and 
Edefla,  were  fucceffively  befieged,  reduced,  and  deftroyed,  by  the 
Pcrfian  monarch:  he  palled  the  Euphrates,  occupied  the  Syrian  Hi^conqutH 
cities,  Hierapolis,  Chalcis,  and  Berrhaea  or  Aleppo,  and  foon  encom-  a.D.  6u. 
palled  the  walls  of  Antioch  with  his  irrcfiftiblc  arms.  The  rapid 
tide  of  fuccefs  dil'clofcs  the  decay  of  the  empire,  the  incapacity  of 
Phocas,  and  the  diiaffedUon  of  his  fubjedts ; and  Chofroes  provided 
a decent  apology  for  their  fubmifiion  or  revolt,  by  an  impoflor  who 
attended  his  camp  as  the  fon  of  Maurice ‘‘  and  the  lawful  heir  of 
the  monarchy. 

The  full  intelligence  from  the  Eaft  which  Hcraclius  received 
was  that  of  the  lofs  of  Antioch ; but  the  aged  metropolis,  fo  often 
overturned  by  earthquakes  and  pillaged  by  the  enemy,  could  fupply 
but  a final!  and  languid  fiream  of  trealure  and  blood.  The  Perfuus 


5#  The  Per/ian  historians  hive  been  them-  he  brings  not  from  Carthage,  but  $atonic.i, 
{elves  dec  i ved  ; Hut  Theoph.ines  (p.  144.)  with  a fleet  laden  with  vegetables  for  the  rc- 
tecofes  Chofroes  of  the  frau  1 and  faifehoed  ; }jcf  of  Conftantinople  (Anna),  tom.  ii.  p.  Z2t, 
and  Eutychios  believes  (Anoal.  tom.  ii.  224  ).  The  other  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft,  Bar- 
p.  211.)  thr.t  the  fon  of  Maurice,  who  was  bcbrxus  (apud  Afieman,  Biblioihec.  Orien- 
fi-.’cd  from  the  affuTm?,  lived  tom.  tii.  p.  412,  413.),  Elmacin  (Hift. 

monk  on  mount  Smai,  Saracen,  p.  1 3— 16,),  Abulpbaragius (Dvnaft. 

>v  Eutychlus  dates  all  the  loflel  c^Vie  p.  9S,  9 3.),  are  mere  fmcere  and  accurate 
empire  under  the  reign  of  Phocas,  an  error  The  years  of  the  Peril  an  war  arc  Jifprfed  j. 
whkH  f*ves  the  honour  of  Heraclius,  whom  the  chronology  of  P.igi. 

v-  were 
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c / { p'  wcrc  equally  fucccfsful  and  more  fortunate  in  the  fack  of  Cafarca, 
*— v ' the  capital  of  Cappadocia ; and  as  they  advanced  beyond  the  ram- 

parts of  the  frontier,  the  boundary  of  ancient  war,  they  found  a 
lei's  obflinate  rcfiftancc  and  a more  plentiful  liarvefL  The  pleafant 
vale  of  Damafcus  has  been  adorned  in  every  age  with  a royal  city : 
her  obfeure  felicity  has  hitherto  efcapcd  the  hiftorian  of  the  Roman 
empire : but  Chofroes  repofed  his  troops  in  the  paradife  of  Damafcus 
before  he  afeended  the  hills  of  Libanus,  or  invaded  the  cities  of  the 
cf  Pilcftine,  Phoenician  coalt.  The  conqueft  of  JerufalemM,  which  had  been 
A.D.611.  me(j;tate(j  by  Nulhirvan,  was  atchievcd  by  the  zeal  and  avarice  of 
his  grand  Ion ; the  ruin  of  the  proudefl  monument  of  Chriftianity 
was  vehemently  urged  by  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  the  Magi ; and  he 
could  enliff,  for  this  holy  warfare,  an  army  of  fix  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  Jews,  whofe  furious  bigotry  might  compenfate,  in  fome  de- 
gree, for  the  want  of  valour  and  difeipline.  After  the  reduction  of 
Galilee,  and  the  region  beyond  the  Jordan,  whofe  rcfiftance  appears  to 
have  delayed  the  fate  of  the  capital,  Jerufalem  itfelf  was  taken  by 
afl'ault.  The  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  and  the  (lately  churches  of  Helena 
and  Conftantine,  were  confumcd,  or  at  leaft  damaged,  by  the  flames; 
the  devout  offerings  of  three  hundred  years  were  rifled  in  one  facri- 
legious  day;  the  patriarch  Zachariah,  and  the  true  crofs , were 
tranfported  into  Perfia;  and  the  mafTacre  of  ninety  thoufand  Chriflians 
is  imputed  to  the  Jews  and  Arabs  who  fwclled  the  diforder  of  the 
Perfian  march.  The  fugitives  of  Paleftine  were  entertained  at  Alex- 
andria by  the  charity  of  John  the  archbifhop,  who  is  diflinguifhed 
among  a crowd  of  faints  by  the  epithet  of  alm/giver  “ : and  the 

revenues 

eo  On  the  conqueft  of  jerufalem,  an  event££-?6.),  whofe  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
fo  intereftiog  to  the  church,  fee  the  Annals^  Koculie^re  (till  extant,  if  what  no  one  reads 
of  £utychim  (tom.  ii.  p.  212— 2a$.)  end  the  may  be  faid  to  be  extant, 
lamentations  of  the  monk  Antiochus  (apud  t>  The  life  of  this  worthy  faint  is  compofed 
Baror.ium,  Anna).  Ecclef.  A.  D.  614,  N°  16  by  Leontius,  a contemporary  bifoop;  and  I 

find 
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pounds,  were  reftored  to  the  true  proprietors,  the  poor  of  every  c _r 
country  and  every  denomination.  But  Egypt  itfelf,  the  only  pro- 
vince which  had  been  exempt,  fince  the  time  of  EJiocletian,  from 
foreign  and  domeftic  war,  wa3  again  fubdued  by  the  fuccefTors  of 
Cyrus.  Pelufium,  the  key  of  that  impervious  country,  was  furprifed  of  Egypt, 
by  the  cavalry  of  the  Perfians : they  palled,  with  impunity,  the  in- 
numerable channels  of  the  Delta,  and  explored  the  long  valley  of 
the  Nile,  from  the  pyramids  of  Memphis  to  the  confines  of  ./Ethio- 
pia. Alexandria  might  have  been  relieved  by  a naval  force,  but 
the  archbilhop  and  the  prafect  embarked  for  Cyprus ; and  Chofrocs 
entered  the  fecond  city  of  the  empire,  which  Hill  preferved  a wealthy 
remnant  of  induftry  and  commerce.  His  weftern  trophy  was 
erected,  not  on  the  walls  of  Carthage  but  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Tripoli:  the  Greek  colonies  of  Cyrene  were  finally  extirpated; 
and  the  conqueror,  treading  in  the  footfteps  of  Alexander,  returned 
in  triumph  through  the  fands  of  the  Lybian  defert.  In  the  fame  of AH*  Mi- 
campaign,  another  army  advanced  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Thra-  a.  D.  616, 
cian  Bofphorus ; Chalcedon  furrendered  after  a long  fiege,  and  a c’ 

Ferfian  camp  was  maintained  above  ten  years  in  the  prefence  of 
Conftanttnople.  The  fea-coaft  of  Pontus,  the  city  of  Ancyra,  and 
the  iflc  of  Rhodes,  are  enumerated  among  the  laft  conqucfts  of  the 
great  king ; and  if  Chofroes  had  pofTefled  any  maritime  power,  his 
boundlcfs  ambition  would  have  fpread  flavery  and  defolation  over  the 
provinces  of  Europe. 

From  the  long-difputed  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  the  His  reign 
reign  of  the  grandfon  of  Nufhirvan  was  fuddenly  extended  to  the  «nce. 

find  in  Bironiut  (Anna).  Ecclef.  Aiflb  610. ^^ugtinfteadof  Chalcedon,  ii  founded  on  tho 
N°  10,  &c.)  and  Fleury  (tom.  vui.  p.  *35—  near  refftfcWihee  of  Greek  worth 
v^42.)  fufficientextraftsof  this  edifying  work.  &»«  and  K in  the  text  of  Thcophanes, 

6*  The  error  of  Baronius,  and  many  others  See.  which  have  been  fomctimei  confounded 
who  have  carried  the  arms  of  Chofroes  to  Car-  by  transcribers  and  fometimes  by  critics. 
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chap.  Hellefpont  and  the  Nile,  the  ancient  limits  of  the  Perfian  monarchy. 

. _ - j But  the  provinces,  which  had  been  fafhioned  by  the  habits  of  fix 

hundred  years  to  the  virtues  and  vices  of  the  Roman  government, 
fupported  with  reludance  the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians.  The  idea  of 
a republic  was  kept  alive  by  the  inftitutions,  or  at  lead  by  the  writ- 
ings, of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  the  fubjeds  of  Heraclius  had 
been  educated  to  pronounce  the  words  of  liberty  and  law.  But  it 
has  always  been  the  pride  and  policy  of  Oriental  princes,  to  dilplay 
the  titles  and  attributes  of  their  omnipotence  ; to  upbraid  a nation 
of  Haves  with  their  true  name  and  abject  condition,  and  to  enforce, 
by  cruel  and  infolent  threats,  the  rigour  of  their  abfolute  commands. 
The  Chrillians  of  the  Eaft  were  fcandalized  by  the  worfliip  of  lire, 
and  the  impious  dodrine  of  the  two  principles : the  Magi  were  not 
lefs  intolerant  than  the  bilhops,  and  the  martyrdom  of  fome  native 
Perlians,  who  had  deferted  the  religion  of  Zoroaftcr  was  con- 
ceived to  be  the  prelude  of  a fierce  and  general  perfecution.  By 
the  oppreffive  laws  of  Juftinian,  the  adverfaries  of  the  church  were 
made  the  enemies  of  the  ftate  ; the  alliance  of  the  Jews,  Neftorians, 
and  Jacobites,  had  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  Chofroes,  and  his 
partial  favour  to  the  fedaries  provoked  the  hatred  and  fears  of  the 
Catholic  clergy.  Confcious  of  their  fear  and  hatred,  the  Perfian 
conqueror  governed  his  new  fubjeds  with  an  iron  feeptre ; and  as  if 
he  fufpeded  the  (lability  of  his  dominion,  he  exhaulled  their  wealth 
by  exorbitant  tributes  and  licentious  rapine,  defpoiled  or  demolifhed 
the  temples  of  the  Eaft,  and  tranfported  to  his  hereditary  realms  the 
gold,  the  filver,  the  precious  marbles,  the  arts,  and  the  artifts  of  the 
Afiatie  cities.  In  the  obfcure  pidurc  of  the  calamities  of  the  em- 


•*  The  grMnimt  aft*  of  St.  Anaftafius  are 
publiihcd  in  thofe  of  tKe  vii*  general  coun- 
cil, from  whence  Barcnius  (Anna).  Ecclef. 
A.  D.  614,  626,  627.)  and  Butler  (Lives  of 
the  Saints,  vol.  i.  p.  242 — 248.)  have  taken 


their  accounts.  The  holy  martyr  deferred 
from  the  Perfian  to  the  Roman  army,  became 
a monk  at  Jerufalem,  and  infulted  the  wor- 
fliip of  the  Magi,  which  was  then  eiUbiiflied 
at  CLcfarca  in  Palcilinc. 
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pirc“,  It  is  not  eafy  to  difcern  the  figure  of  Chofroes  himfclf,  to  C H A P. 
1 9 xLVi. 

feparate  his  actions  from  thofe  of  his  lieutenants,  or  to  afeertain  his  ■ ' - * 

perfonal  merit  in  the  general  blaze  of  glory  and  magnificence.  He 
enjoyed  with  oftentation  the  fruits  of  victory,  and  frequently  re- 
tired from  the  hardlhips  of  war  to  the  luxury  of  the  palace.  But  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty-four  years,  he  was  deterred  by  fupcrftition  or 
xefentment  from  approaching  the  gates  of  Ctefiphon : and  his  fa- 
vourite refidence  of  Artemita  or  Daftagerd,  was  fituatc  beyond  the 
Tigris,  about  fixty  miles  to  the  north  of  the  capital  The  adjacent 
paftures  were  covered  with  flocks  and  herds : the  paradife  or  park 
was  replenilhed  with  pheafants,  peacocks,  oftriches,  roebucks,  and 
wild  boars,  and  the  noble  game  of  lions  and  tygers  was  fometimes 
turned  loofc  for  the  bolder  pleafures  of  the  chace.  Nine  hundred 
and  fixty  elephants  were  maintained  for  the  ufe  or  fplendour  of  the 
great  king:  his  tents  and  baggage  were  carried  into  the  field  by 
twelve  thoufand  great  camels  and  eight  thoufand  of  a fmaller  fize  “ : 
and  the  royal  (tables  were  filled  with  fix  thoufand  mules  and  horfes, 
among  whom  the  names  of  Shebdiz  and  Barid  are  renowned  for 
their  fpeed  or  beauty.  Six  thou&nd  guards  fucccflively  mounted 
before  the  palace  gate ; the  fervice  of  the  interior  apartments  was 
performed  by  twelve  thoufand  (laves,  and  in  the  number  of  three 
thoufand  virgins,  the  faired  of  Afia,  fome  happy  concubine  might 
confole  her  mafler  for  the  age  or  the  indifference  of  Sira.  The  va- 
rious treafures  of  gold,  filver,  gems,  filk,  and  aromatics,  were  de- 
pofited  in  an  hundred  fubterraneous  vaults ; and  the  chamber  Ba- 
daverd  denoted  the  accidental  gift  of  the  winds  which  had  wafted 

M Abolpharagitii,  Dynali.  p.  gg.  Elma-  has  only  one;  the  fize  of  the  proper  camel  ia 
cin,  Hilt.  Saracen,  p.  14.  larger;  the  country  he  comet  from,  Turlc- 

65  D’Anville,  Mem.  del’ Academic  del  In.  eflan  or  Badriana;  the  dromedary  it  confined 
dcriptions,  tom.  xxxii.  p.  568 — 571.  to  Arabia  and  Africa.  Buffon,  Hitt.  Naturcllc, 

“ The  difference  between  the  two  races  tom.  xi.  p-  an.  Sc c.  Ariilot.  Hill.  Animal, 
confifts  in  one  or  two  hemps;  the  dromedary  tom.  i.  1.  ii.  c,  1.  tom.  ii.  p.  185. 
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the  fpoils  of  Heraclivjs  into  one  of  the  Syrian  harbours  of  his  rival. 
Tire  voice  of  flattery,  and  perhaps  of  fi&ion,  is  not  afhamed  to  com- 
pute the  thirty  thoufand  rich  hangings  that  adorned  the  walls;  the 
forty  thoufand  columns  of  filver,  or  more  probably  of  marble,  and 
plated  wood,  that  fupported  the  roof ; and  the  thoufand  globes  of 
gold  fufpended  in  the  dome  to  imitate  the  motions  of  the  planets 
and  the  conftcllations  of  the  zodiac".  While  the  Perfian  monarch 
contemplated  the  wonders  of  his  art  and  power,  he  received  an  epiftle 
from  an  obfeure  citizen  of  Mecca,  inviting  him  to  acknowledge 
Mahomet  as  the  apoftle  of  God.  He  rejected  the  invitation,  and 
tore  the  epiftle.  “ It  is  thus,”  exclaimed  the  Arabian  prophet, 
“ that  God  will  tear  the  kingdom,  and  rejedt  the  fupplications  of 
“ Chofroes1'.”  Placed  on  the  verge  of  the  two  great  empires  of  the 
Eaft,  Mahomet  oblerved  with  fecret  joy,  the  progrefs  of  their  mu- 
tual deftrudtion,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  Perfian  triumphs,  he  ven- 
tured to  foretell,  that  before  many  years  fliould  elapfe,  vidtory  would 
again  return  to  the  banners  of  the  Romans 

At  the  time  when  this  predidtion  is  faid  to  have  been  delivered, 
no  prophecy  could  be  more  diftant  from  its  accomplifhment,  fince 
the  firft  twelve  years  of  Heraclius  announced  the  approaching  diflb- 
lution  of  the  empire.  If  the  motives  of  Chofroes  had  been  pure 

€*  Theophanes,  Chronograph,  p.  *68. 

D’Herbelot,  Bitliothcquc  Orientate,  p.  997. 

The  Greek*  deferibe  the  decay,  the  Pcr- 
fians  the  fplendour,  of  Daflagerd  ; but  the 
former  fpeak  from  the  modefl  witnefs  of  the 
eye,  the  latter  from  the  vague  report  of  the 
ear. 

The  hiftoriani  of  Mahomet,  Abulfeda 
(in  Vit.  Mohammed,  p,  92, 93.)  and  Gagrier 
(Vie  dc  Mahomet,  tom.  ii.  p.  247.),  date  this 
' embaffy  in  the  vii*fc  year  of  the-  hegira,  which 
commences  A.  D.  628,  May  11.  Their  chro- 
nology is  erroneous,  fincc  Chofroes  died  in  the 
month  of  February  of  the  fame  year  (Pagi, 

18 


Critics,  tom.  ii.  p.  779.).  The  count  de 
Boulainviliiers  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  327, 
328.}  placet  this  embaity  about  A.  D.  615, 
Toon  after  the  conqued  of  Paledine.  Yet 
Mahomet  would  fcarcely  hare  ventured  fo 
foon  on  fo  bold  a Hep. 

69  See  the  xx\,h  chapter  of  the  Koran,  en- 
titled tbt  Grgfki.  Our  honed  and  learned 
tranflator  Sale  (p.  330,331.)  fairly  dates  this 
conje&ure,  guefs,  wager,  of  Mahomet;  but 
Boulainviliiers  (p.  329— 344.) K with  wicked 
intentions,  labours  to  edablilh  this  evident 
prophecy  of  a future  event,  which  mud,  in 
his  opinion,  embarrafs  the  Cluillian  polemics. 

and 
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and  honourable,  he  mud  have  ended  the  quarrel  with  the  death  of  C H A p. 

4 XLVI 

Phocas,  and  he  would  have  embraced  as  his  beft  ally,  the  fortunate  1 ■ 

African  who  had  fo  generoufly  avenged  the  injuries  of  his  bene- 
factor Maurice.  The  profecution  of  the  war  revealed  the  true  cha- 
racter of  the  Barbarian  ; and  the  fuppliant  embaflies  of  Heraclius,  to 
befeech  his  clemency,  that  he  would  fparc  the  innocent,  accept  a 
tribute,  and  give  peace  to  the  world,  were  rejected  with  contemptu- 
ous filencc  or  infolent  menace.  Syria,  Egypt,  and  the  provinces  of 
Afia,  were  fubdued  by  the  Perfiau  arms,  while  Europe,  from  the 
confines  of  Iftria  to  the  long  wall  of  Thrace,  was  opprefled  by  the 
Avars,  unfatiated  with  the  blood  and  rapine  of  the  Italian  war.  They 
had  coolly  maflacred  their  male  captives  in  the  facred  field  of  Pan- 
nonia  ; the  women  and  children  were  reduced  to  fervitude,  and  the 
nobleft  virgins  were  abandoned  to  the  promifeuous  lull  of  the  Bar- 
barians. The  amorous  matron  who  opened  the  gates  of  Friuli 
palled  a Ihort  night  in  the  arms  of  her  royal  lover;  the  next  evening, 

Romilda  was  condemned  to  the  embraces  of  twelve  Avars,  and  the 
third  day  the  Lombard  princefs  was  impaled  in  the  fight  of  the  camp, 
while  the  chagan  obferved,  with  a cruel  fmile,  that  fuch  a hulband  was 
the  fit  recompenfe  of  her  lewdnefs  and  perfidy’0.  By  thefe  implacable 
enemies,  Heraclius,  on  cither  fide,  was  infulted  and  befieged : and 
the  Roman  empire  was  reduced  to  the  walls  of  Conllantinople,  with 
the  remnant  of  Greece,  Italy,  and  Africa,  and  fome  maritime  cities, 
from  Tyre  to  Trcbizond,  of  the  Afiatic  coaft.  After  the  lofs  of 
Egypt,  the  capital  was  affli&cd  by  famine  and  pellilence ; and  the 
emperor,  incapable  of  refiftance,  and  hopelels  of  relief,  had  refolved 
to  transfer  his  perfon  and  government  to  the  more  fecure  rcfidence 
of  Carthage.  His  fliips  were  already  laden  with  the  treafures  of  the 
palace,  "but  his  flight  was  arrefted  by  the  patriarch,  who  armed  the 

70  Paul  Warm  fr  Id,  de  Geftis  Langobardorum,  ).  iv,  c.  39*  *•  Mu  rat  or  I,  Annali  d’ltalia, 
loin.  v.  p.  305,  &c. 
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CHAP,  posters  of  religion  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  led  Heraclins  to 
■ 'XL^  *'  ■ the  altar  of  St.  Sophia,  and  extorted  a folemn  oath,  that  he  would 
live  and  die  with  the  people  whom  God  had  entrufted  to  his  care. 
The  chagan  was  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Thrace,  but  he  diflem- 
bled  his  perfidious  defigns,  and  folicited  an  interview  with  the  em- 
peror near  the  town  of  Hcraclea.  Their  reconciliation  was  celebrated 
with  equeftrian  games,  the  fenate  and  people  in  their  gayeft  apparel 
reforted  to  the  feftival  of  peace,  and  the  Avars  beheld  with  envy 
and  defire,  the  fpe&acle  of  Roman  luxury.  On  a fudden,  the  hip- 
podrome was  encompafied  by  the  Scythian  cavalry,  who  had  prefleti 
their  fccret  and  nocturnal  march  : the  tremendous  found  of  the 
chagan’ s whip  gave  the  fignal  of  the  affault ; and  Heraclius  wrap- 
ping his  diadem  round  his  arm,  was  faved,  with  extreme  hazard,  by 
the  fleetnefs  of  his  horfe.  So  rapid  was  the  purfuit,  that  the  Avars 
almoft  entered  the  golden  gate  of  Conftantinople  with  the  flying 
crowds” ; but  the  plunder  of  the  fuburbs  rewarded  their  treafon, 
and  they  tranfported  beyond  the  Danube  two  hundred  and  feyenty 
thoufand  captives.  On  the  lhore  of  Chalcedon,  the  emperor  held 
a fafer  conference  with  a more  honourable  foe,  who,  before  Hera- 
clius defeended  from  his  galley,  falutcd  with  reverence  and  pity  the 
He  fuiiciti  majefty  of  the  purple.  The  friendly  offer  of  Sain  the  Perfian  ge- 
***"•  neral,  to  conduct  an  embaffy  to  the  prefence  of  the  great  king,  was 
accepted  with  the  warmeft  gratitude,  and  the  prayer  for  pardon  and 
peace  was  humbly  prefented  by  the  pnetorian  prafeft,  the  prxfcdh 
of  the  city,  and  one  of  the  firft  ecclefiaftics  of  the  patriarchal  church”. 
But  the  lieutenant  of  Cbofroes  had  fatally  miftaken  the  intentions  of 

71  The  Paichal  Chronicle,  which  fometimes 
introduces  fragments  of  biftory  into  a barren 
lift  of  names  and  dates,  gives  the  beft  account, 
of  the  treafon  of  the  Avars,  p.  389,  390. 

The  number  of  captirtf  is  added  by  Nice- 
phoros, 

hi* 


7t  Some  original  pieces,  fuch  as  the  fpeech 
or  letter  of  the  Roman  ambafiadors  (p.  386 
-*388.),  likewife  conftitute  the  merit  of  the 
Pafchal  Chronicle,  which  was  compofeJ,  per- 
haps at  Alexandria,  under  the  reign  of  Hera- 
diu6. 
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his  matter.  M It  was  not  an  cmbafly,”  laid  the  tyrant  of  Afia,  “ it 
“ was  the  perfon  of  Hcraclius,  bound  in  chains,  that  he  fliould  have 
“ brought  to  the  foot  of  my  throne.  I will  never  give  peace  to  the 
“ emperor  of  Rome  till  he  has  abjured  his  crucified  God,  and  em- 
“ braced  the  worth  ip  of  the  fun.”  Sain  was  flayed  alive,  according 
to  the  inhuman  praSice  of  his  country ; and  the  feparate  and  rigor- 
ous confinement  of  the  ambafladors,  violated  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  faith  of  an  exprefs  ftipulation.  Yet  the  experience  of  fix 
years  at  length  perfuaded  the  Perfian  monarch  to  renounce  the  con- 
queft  of  Conftantinople,  and  to  fpecify  die  annual  tribute  or  ranfom 
of  the  Roman  empire  : a thoufand  talents  of  gold,  a thoufand  talents 
of  filver,  a thoufand  filk- robes,  a thoufand  horfes,  and  a thoufand 
virgins.  Heraclius  fubferibed  thefe  ignominious  terms,  but  the  time 
and  fpacc  which  he  obtained  to  collet!  fuch  treafures  from  the  po- 
verty of  the  Eaft,  was  induftrioufly  employed  in  the  preparations  of 
a bold  and  defperate  attack. 

Of  the  characters  confpicuous  in  hiftory,  that  of  Heraclius  is  one 
of  the  moil  extraordinary  and  inconfiftent.  In  the  firft  and  the  laft 
years  of  a long  reign,  the  emperor  appears  to  be  the  Have  of  (loth, 
of  pleafure,  or  of  fuperftition,  the  carelefs  and  impotent  fpe&ator  of 
the  public  calamities.  But  the  languid  mitts  of  the  morning  and 
evening  are  feparated  by  the  brightnefs  of  the  meridian  fun  : the 
Arcadius  of  the  palace,  arofe  the  Crefar  of  the  camp ; and  the  honour 
of  Rome  and  Heraclius  was  glorioufly  retrieved  by  the  exploits 
and  trophies  of  fix  adventurous  campaigns.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Byzantine  hiftorians  to  have  revealed  the  caufes  of  his  (lumber  and 
vigilance.  At  this  diftance,  we  can  only  conjeflure  that  he  was  en- 
dowed with  more  perfonal  courage  than  political  refolution  ; that  he 
was  detained  by  the  charms  and  perhaps  tHe  arts  of  his  niece  Mar- 
tina, with  whom,  after  the  death  of  Eudocia,  he  contracted  an  in- 
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c p.  cefluous  marriage”  ; and  that  he  yielded  to  the  bafe  advice  of  the 
v_.— y— _/  counfellors,  who  urged  as  a fundamental  law,  that  the  life  of  the 
•emperor  ftiould  never  be  expofed  in  the  field7*.  Perhaps  he  was 
awakened  by  the  laft  infolent  demand  of  the  Perfian  conqueror;  but 
at  the  moment  when  Heraelius  afi'umed  the  fpirit  of  an  hero,  the 
only  hopes  of  the  Romans  were  drawn  from  the  vicifiitudes  of  for- 
tune, which  might  threaten  the  proud  profperity  of  Chofroes,  and 
mull  be  favourable  to  thofe  who  had  attained  the  loweft  period  of 
depreflion”.  To  provide  for  the  expences  of  war,  was  the  firft 
care  of  the  emperor ; and  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting  the  tribute, 
he  was  allowed  to  folicit  the  benevolence  of  the  Eaftern  provinces. 
But  the  revenue  no  longer  flowed  in  the  ufual  channels,  the  credit 
of  an  arbitrary  prince  is  annihilated  by  his  power;  and  the  courage  of 
Heraelius  was  firft  difplayed  in  daring  to  borrow  the  confecrated 
•wealth  of  churches,  under  the  folemn  vow  of  reftoring,  with  ufury, 
•whatever  he  had  been  compelled  to  employ  in  the  fervice  of  religion 
and  of  the  empire.  The  clergy  thcmfelves  appear  to  have  fympa- 
thifed  with  the  public  dillrefs,  and  the  difcrcct  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria, without  admitting  the  precedent  of  facrilcgc,  affifted  his  fo- 
vereign  by  the  miraculous  or  fcafonable  revelation  of  a fecret  trea- 
sure’6. Of  the  foldien  who  had  confpired  with  Phocas,  only  two 


77  Nicephoros  (p.  10,  11.),  who  brands 
this  marriage  with  the  names  of  *6it rps,,  and 
adip-roi,  is  happy  to  obferve  that  of  two  forts, 
its  incelluous  fruit,  the  elder  was  marked  by 
Providence  with  a ftiff  neck,  the  younger 
•with  the  lofs  of  hearing. 

74  George  of  Pi  lid  ia  (Acroaf.i.  112 — 125. 
p.  5,),  who  Hates  the  opinions,  acquits  the 
ipuQIlanimous  counfellors  of  any  Jinifter  views. 
Would  he  have  excufed  the  prqud  and  con* 
temptuous  admonition  of  Crifpus?  £*r»0*?rra- 

V*  *«  tfxcxt  fAvanir  patnAnc*, 

Ten  wtxptau. 


were 

71  Ei  7tt;  IW  tutf Of  r, iVi&xi 
KurSir  to  it  u<»(  ts 

Ji»  &c. 

George  Pifid.  Acroaf.  i.  $1, &c.  p.4. 
The  Orientals  are  not  lefs  fond  of  remarking 
this  ftrange  viciiTitude  ; and  1 remember  fome 
ftory  of  Khofrou  Parviz,  not  very  unlike  the 
ring  of  Polycratcs  of  Samos. 

7*  Haronius  gravely  relates  this  difeovery, 
or  rather  transmutation,  of  barrels,  not  of 
honey,  but  of  gold  (Anna!.  Eccjgf.  A.  D. 
620,  Sv  $,  Sec,),  Yet  the  loan  was  arbi- 
trary, 
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were  found  to  have  furvived  the  ftrokc  of  time  and  of  the  Barba- 
rians"; their  lofs,  even  of  thefe  feditious  veterans,  was  imperfe&Iy 
fupplied  by  the  new  levies  of  Heraclius,  and  the  gold  of  the  fanc- 
tuary  united,  in  the  fame  catnp,  the  names,  and  arms,  and  languages 
of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  He  would  have  been  content  with  the  neu- 
trality of  the  Avars;  and  his  friendly  entreaty,  that  the  chagan 
would  adt,  not  as  the  enemy  but  as  the  guardian  of  the  empire,  was 
accompanied  with  a more  perfuafive  donative  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  gold.  Two  days  after  the  feftival  of  Eafter,  the  em- 
peror, exchanging  his  purple  for  the  fimple  garb  of  a penitent  and 
warrior",  gave  the  fignal  of  his  departure.  To  the  faith  of  thq 
people  Heraclius  recommended  his  children ; the  civil  and  military 
powers  were  veiled  in  the  molt  deferving  hands,  and  the  difcrction 
of  the  patriarch  and  fenate  was  authorifed  to  favc  or  furrendcr  the 
city,  if  they  Ihould  be  opprefled  in  his  abfence  by  the  fuperior  forces 
of  the  enemy. 

The  neighbouring  heights  of  Chalcedon  were  covered  with  tents 
and  arms : but  if  the  new  levies  of  Heraclius  had  been  ralhly  led 
to  the  attack,  the  victory  of  the  Perfians  in  the  fight  of  Conftanti- 
nople  might  have  been  the  laft  day  of  the  Roman  empire.  As  im- 
prudent would  it  have  been  to  advance  into  the  provinces  of  Afia, 
leaving  their  innumerable  cavalry  to  intercept  his  convoys,  and  con- 
tinually to  hang  on  the  laflitude  and  diforder  of  his  rear.  But  the 
Greeks  were  ftill  mailers  of  the  fea ; a fleet  of  gallies,  tranfports, 
and  ftorelhips,  was  aflembled  in  the  harbour,  the  Barbarians  con- 


trary,  fince  it  was  collected  by  foldiers,  who 
were  ordered  to  leave  the  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria no  more  than  or.e  hundred  pounds  of 
gold.  Nicephorus  (p.  n.),  two  hundred 
years  afterwards,  fp  calcs  with  ill-humour  of 
this  contribution,  which  the  church  of  Con- 
stantinople might  ftill  feel. 

77  Thcophylaft  Siraocaua,  1.  viii.  c.  12. 


This  circum fiance  need  not  excite  our  fur- 
prife.  The  mufter-roll  of  a regiment,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  is  renewed  in  lefs  than 
twenty  or  twenty-five  years. 

79  He  changed  his  purple , for  black , buf- 
kins,  and  dyed  them  red'  in  the  blood  of  the 
Perfians  (Georg.  Pifid.  Acroaf.  iii.  118.  121, 
122.  Sec  the  Notes  of  Foggini,  p.  35.). 
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C p.  fente{j  t0  embark ; a fteady  wind  carried  them  through  the  Hellef- 

u— , t pont ; the  wcflcrn  and  fouthern  coaft  of  Afia  Minor  lay  on  their 

left-hand  ; the  fpirit  of  their  chief  was  firft  difplayed  in  a florm ; . 
and  even  the  eunuchs  of  his  train  were  excited  to  fuffer  and  to  work 
by  the  example  of  their  mailer.  He  landed  his  troops  on  the  con- 
fines of  Syria  and  Cilicia,  in  the  gulf  of  Scanderoon,  where  the  coaft 
fuddeuly  turns  to  the  fouth  ” ; and  his  dilcernmcnt  was  exprefled  in 
the  choice  of  this  important  poft'°.  From  all  fides,  the  fcattered 
garrifons  of  the  maritime  cities  and  the  mountains  might  repair  with 
fpeed  and  fafety  to  his  Imperial  ftandard.  The  natural  fortifications 
of  Cilicia  protected  and  even  concealed  the  camp  of  Heraclius,  which 
was  pitched  near  Ulus,  on  the  fame  ground  where  Alexander  had 
vanquilhed  the  hoft  of  Darius.  The  angle  which  the  emperor  oc- 
cupied, was  deeply  indented  into  a vaft  femicircle  of  the  Afiatic, 
Armenian,  and  Syrian  provinces ; and  to  whatfoever  point  of  the  cir- 
cumference he  lliould  dirc£t  his  attack,  it  was  eafy  for  him  to  dif- 
femble  his  own  motions  and'to  prevent  thofe  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
camp  of  Ifius,  the  Roman  general  reformed  the  doth  and  dilorder 
of  the  veterans,  and  educated  the  new  recruits  in  the  knowledge  and 
pra<ftice  of  military  virtue.  Unfolding  the  miraculous  image  of 
Chrift,  he  urged  them  to  revenge  the  holy  altars  which  had  beet) 


f9  George  of  Pifidia  ( Acroaf.  iL  10.  p.  8.) 
has  fixed  this  important  point  of  the  Syrian 
and  Cilician  gates.  They  are  elegantly  de- 
scribed by  Xenophon,  who  marched  through 
them  a thoufand  years  before.  A narrow 
pafs  of  three  (tadia  between  flccp  high  rocks 
(xiTfat  cXtjfo t»0  and  the  Mediterranean,  was 
clofed  at  each  end  by  ftrong  gates,  impregnable 
to  the  land  wt  r,  £.*),  acceffible  by 

fe a (Anabafis,  1.  i.  p.  35*  3 6.  with  Hntchin- 
fon’s  Geographical  Diflertation,  p.  vi.).  The 
gates  were  thirty-five  parafangs,  or  leagues, 
from  Tarfos  (Anabafis,  I.  i.  p.  33,  34.),  and 
eight  or  ten  from  Antioch.  (Compare  Iri- 
12 


nerar.  WriTeling.  p.  580,  581.  Schultcns* 
Index  Geograph,  ad  ealeem  Alt.  Saladin. 
p.  9.  Voyage  en  Turquie  et  en  Perfe,  par 
M.  Otter,  tom.  i.  p.  78,  79.) 

19  Heraclius  might  write  to  a friend  in  thi 
modell  words  of  Cicero:  41  Caftra  habuimos 
ea  ipfa  quae  contra  Darium  habcerat  apud 
Iffum  Alexander,  imperator  haud  paullo  me- 
lior  quam  aut  tu  aut  ego.**  Ad  Atticum,  v.  20, 
Iffus,  a rich  and  flourifhing  city  in  the  time 
of  Xenophon,  was  ruined  by  the  profperity 
of  Alexandria  or  Scanderoon,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  bay. 
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profaned  by  the  worlhippers  of  fire ; addreffing  them  by  the  en- 
dearing appellations  of  fons  and  brethren,  he  deplored  the  public 
and  private  wrongs  of  the  republic.  The  fubjedks  of  a monarch 
were  perfuaded  that  they  fought  in  the  caufe  of  freedom ; and  a 
fimilar  enthufiafm  was  communicated  to  the  foreign  mercenaries, 
who  mull  have  viewed  with  equal  indifference  the  intereft  of  Rome 
and  of  Pcrfia.  Heraclius  himfelf,  with  the  fkill  and  patience  of  a cen- 
turion, inculcated  the  leffons  of  the  fchool  of  tadkics,  and  the  foldicrs 
were  afliduoufly  trained  in  the  ufe  of  their  weapons,  and  the  exer- 
cifes  and  evolutions  of  the  field.  The  cavalry  and  infantry  in  light 
or  heavy  armour  were  divided  into  two  parties ; the  trumpets  were 
fixed  in  the  centre,  and  their  figuals  directed  the  march,  the  charge, 
the  retreat,  or  purfuit ; the  diredk  or  oblique  order,  the  deep  or 
extended  phalanx;  to  reprefent  in  fidkitious  combat  the  operations 
of  genuine  war.  Whatever  hardfhip  the  emperor  impofed  on  the 
troops,  he  infiidled  with  equal  feverity  on  himfelf;  their  labour, 
their  diet,  their  Deep,  were  meafured  by  the  inflexible  rules  cf  dis- 
cipline ; and,  without  defpifing  the  enemy,  they  were  taught  to  repofe 
an  implicit  confidence  in  their  own  valour  and  the  wifdom  of  their 
leader.  Cilicia  was  foon  cncompaffed  with  the  Perfian  arms ; but 
their  cavalry  hefitated  to  enter  the  defiles  of  mount  Taurus,  till  they 
were  circumvented  by  the  evolutions  of  Heraclius,  who  infenfibly 
gained  their  rear,  whilft  he  appeared  to  prefent  his  front  in  order 
of  battle.  By  a falfe  motion,  which  feemed  to  threaten  Armenia,  he 
drew  them,  againft  their  wifhes,  to  a general  adtion.  They  were 
tempted  by  the  artful  diforder  of  his  camp ; but  when  they  advanced 
to  combat,  the  ground,  the  fun,  and  the  expedition  of  both  armies, 
were  unpropitious  to  the  Barbarians ; the  Romans  fucceCsfully  re- 
peated their  tadkics  in  a field  of  battle  ",  and  the  event  of  the  day 

declared 

" (Annoiat.  p.  31.)  fufpedts  that  vkvyiAm  of  .£lian  (Taflic,  c.  48.),  an  intri- 

thc  Perfiani  were  deccited  by  the  cate  fpiral  motion  of  the  army.  Hcobfcrvei 

Voi.IV.  3U  (p.  z8.) 
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declared  to  the  world  that  the  Perfians  were  not  invincible,  and  that 
an  hero  was  inverted  with  the  purple.  Strong  in  vitrtory  and  fame, 
Heraclius  boldly  afeended  the  heights  of  mount  Taurus,  directed 
his  march  through  the  plains  of  Cappadocia,  and  eftabliflied  his 
troops  for  the  winter  feafon  in  fafe  and  plentiful  quarters  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Halys  “.  His  foul  was  fuperior  to  the  vanity  of 
entertaining  Conftantinople  with  an  imperfe£t  triumph  : but  the 
prcfcnce  of  the  emperor  was  indifpenfably  required  to  foothe  the  reft- 
lefs  and  rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Avars.' 

Since  the  days  of  Scipio  and  Hannibal,  no  bolder  enterprife  has 
been  attempted  than  that  which  Heraclius  atchieved  for  the  de- 
liverance of  the  empire".  He  permitted  the  Perfians  to  opprefs 
for  a while  the  provinces,  and  to  infult  with  impunity  the  capital  of 
the  Eaft ; while  the  Roman  emperor  explored  his  perilous  way 
through  the  Black  Sea"  and  the  mountains  of  Armenia,  pene- 
trated into  the  heart  of  Pcrfia",  and  recalled  the  armies  of  the  great 
king  to  the  defence  of  their  bleeding  country.  With  a felcft  band 
of  five  thoufand  foldiers,  Heraclius  failed  from  Conftantinople  to 


(p.  aS.)  that  the  military  descriptions  of 
George  of  Pifidia  arc  tranferibed  in  the  tac- 
tic! of  the  emperor  Leo. 

11  George  of  Piiidia,  an  eye  witnefs  ( Acro- 
af  ii.  122,  &c.)»  deferibed,  in  three  aertmjtit 
or  cantos,  the  firft  expedition  of  Heraclius. 
The  poem  has  been  lately  (1777)  publiihed 
at  Rome ; but  fuch  vague  and  declamatory 
praife  is  far  from  corresponding  with  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  of  Pagi,  D’Anviile,  &c. 

*J  Thcophanes  (p.  256.)  carries  Heraclius 
fwiftly  (<*?4  T«^  ) into  Armenia.  Nicepho- 
rus  (p.  11.),  though  he  confounds  the  two 
expeditions,  defines  the  province  of  Lexica. 
Eutychias  (Aor.al,  tom.ii.  p.  231.)  has  given 
the  5 coo  men,  with  the  more  probable  ftation 
of  Trcbizond. 

*♦  From  Conftantinople  to  Trebizond,  with 
a fair  wind,  four  or  nvc  days ; from  thence 


to  Erzerom,  five ; to  Erivan,  twelve  ; to  Tau- 
ris,  ten  ; in  all,  thirty-two.  Such  is  the  Iti- 
nerary of  Tavernier  (Voyages,  tom.  i.  p.  12 
— 56.),  who  was  perfe&ly  converfant  with 
the  roads  of  Afia.  Tourncfort,  who  travel- 
led with  a pafha,  fpenc  ten  or  twelve  days 
between  Trcbizond  and  Erzerom  (Voyage 
du  Levant,  tom.  lii.  lettre xviii.) ; and  Char- 
din (Voyages,  tom.  i.  p.  249—254.)  gives  the 
more  correct  diftance  of  fifty-three  parafar.gs, 
each  of  5000  paces  (what  paces  ?),  between 
Erivan  and  Tauris. 

,s  The  expedition  of  Heraclius  into  Perfia 
is  finely  illullru  ted  by  M.  d'Anville  (Mcmoires 
de  l’Acadcmie  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  xxviiL 
p.  S59~573^)*  11®  difeovers  the  fituation  of 
GanJzaca,  Thcfurma,  Daftagerd,  Sec.  with 
admirable  tk.il!  and  learning  ; but  iheobfcure 
campaign  of  62 4,  he  pailcs  over  in  filence. 

Trebi- 
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Trebizond : aftembled  his  forces  which  had  wintered  in  the  Pontic  Chap. 

XLV1, 

regions;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Phafis  to  the  Cafpian  Sea,  eu-  ‘ - . j 

couraged  his  fubjedls  and  allies  to  march  with  the  fucceflor  of  Con- 

flantine,  under  the  faithful  and  vidtorious  banner  of  the  crofs.  When 

the  legions  of  Lucullus  and  Pompey  firft  paffed  the  Euphrates,  they 

blufhed  at  their  cafy  vi&ory  over  the  natives  of  Armenia.  But  the 

long  experience  of  war  had  hardened  the  minds  and  bodies  of  that 

effeminate  people ; their  zeal  and  bravery  were  approved  in  the  fer- 

vice  of  a declining  empire  ; they  abhorred  and  feared  the  ufurpation 

of  the  houfe  of  Saflan,  and  the  memory  of  perfecution  envenomed 

their  pious  hatred  of  the  enemies  of  Clirifl.  The  limits  of  Armenia, 

as  it  had  been  ceded  to  the  emperor  Maurice,  extended  as  far  as  the 

Araxes ; the  river  fubmitted  to  the  indignity  of  a bridge  “,  and 

Heraclius,  in  the  footfteps  of  Mark  Antony,  advanced  towards  the 

eity  of  Tauris  or  Gandzaca  ”,  the  ancient  and  modem  capital  of  one 

of  the  provinces  of  Media.  At  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men, 

Chofroes  himfelf  had  returned  from  fome  diftant  expedition  to  op- 
pofe  the  progrefs  of  the  Roman  arms ; but  he  retreated  on  the 
approach  of  Heraclius,  declining  the  generous  alternative  of  peace  or 
of  battle.  Inftcad  of  half  a million  of  inhabitants,  which  have  been 
aferibed  to  Tauris  under  the  reign  of  the  Sophys,  the  city  contained 
no  more  than  three  thoufand  houfes;  but  the  value  of  the  royal 
treafures  was  enhanced  by  a tradition,  that  they  were  the  fpoils  of 
Croefus,  which  had  been  tranfported  by  Cyrus  from  the  citadel  of 


14  Et  l’ontem  indignatus  Araxes.  the  Orientals  (d’Herbelot,  Bibiiot.  Orient. 

Virgil,  vEneid  viii.  728.  p.  834.),  he  aferibes  the  foundation  of  Tauris, 
The  river  Araxes  is  noify,  rapid,  vehement,  or  Tcbris,  to  Zohcide,  the  wife  of  the  f.imous 
and,  with  the  melting  of  the  (mows,  irrefift-  Khalif  Haroun  Alrafhid  ; but  it  appears  to 
ible  : the  ftrongelt  and  mofl  nu fly  bridge*  are  have  been  more  ancienr,  and  the  names  of 
fwept  away  by  the  current;  and  its  inJigna-  Gandzaca,  Gazaci,  Gaza,  are  expreflive  of 
tiom  is  a tufted  by  the  ruins  of*  many  arches  the  royal  trealure.  The  number  of  550,000 
near  the  old  town  of  ZuLfa.  Voyages  de  inhabitants  is  reduced  by  Chardin  from 
Chardin,  tom  i.  p.  252.  1,100,000,  the  popular  eftimatc. 

47  Chardin,  tom.  i,  p.  255—259.  With 

3 U 2 Sardes. 


t 


Digitized  by  Google 


Si6  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

C XL vi  P'  Gardes.  The  rapid  conquefts  of  Heraclius  were  fufpcndcd  only  by 
«. — % — j the  winter  fcafon ; a motive  of  prudence,  or  fuperftition ",  deter- 
mined his  retreat  into  the  province  of  Albania,  along  the  fhores  of 
the  Cafpian  ; and  his  tents  were  moft  probably  pitched  in  the  plains 
of  Mogan  ",  the  favourite  encampment  of  Oriental  princes.  In  the 
eourfe  of  this  fuccefsful  inroad,  he  fignalized  the  zeal  and  revenge 
of  a Chriftian  emperor:  at  his  command,  the  foldiers  extinguished 
the  fire  and  deftroyed  the  temples  of  the  Magi ; the  ftatues  of  Chof- 
roes,  who  afpired  to  divine  honours,  were  abandoned  to  the  flames; 
and  the  ruin  of  Thebarma  or  Orraia  **,  which  had  given  birth  to 
Zoroafter  himfelf,  made  fome  atonement  for  the  injuries  of  the  holy 
fepulchre.  A purer  fpirit  of  religion  was  Shewn  in  the  relief  and  de- 
liverance of  fifty  thoufand  captives.  Heraclius  was  rewarded  by 
their  tears  and  grateful  acclamations ; but  this  wife  meafure,  which 
fpread  the  fame  of  his  benevolence,  diffufed  the  murmurs  of  the 
Perfians  againft  the  pride  and  obftinacy  of  their  own  fovereign. 

Amid  ft  the  glories  of  the  fuccecding  campaign,  Heraclius  is  almoft 
loft  to  our  eyes,  and  to  thofe  of  the  Byzantine  hiftorians  ”,  From 
the  fpacious  and  fruitful  plains  of  Albania,  the  emperor  appears  to 


11  He  opened  the  gofpel,  and  applied  or 
interpreted  the  firft  cafual  pafijge  to  the 
name  and  fituation  of  Albania.  Theophanes, 
p.  258. 

*9  The  heath  of  Mogan,  between  the  Cy- 
ras and  the  A raxes,  is  fixey  parafangs  in  length 
and  twenty  in  breadth  (Olearius,  p.  1023, 
1024.),  abounding  in  waters  and  fruitful  paf- 
tures  (Hill,  de  Nader  Shah,  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Jones  from  a Perfian  MS.  part  ii.  p.  2,  3.)* 
See  the  encampments  of  Timur  (Hilt,  par 
Skerefcddin  Ali,  1.  v.  c.  37.  ).  vi.  c.  13.)  and 
the  coronation  of  Nader  Shah  (Hilt.  Perfanne, 
p.  3 — 13.  and  the  Cnglifh  Life  by  Mr.  Jones, 
p.  64,  6;.). 

90  Thebarma  and  Urmia,  near  the  lake 
Spauta,  are  proved  to  be  the  fame  city  by 
D’Anville  (Mcmoircs  de  1’Academie,  tom. 


xxviii.  p.  564,  565.).  It  is  honoured  as  the 
birth-place  of  Zoroafter,  according  to  the 
Perfians  (Schulten’s  Index  Geograph,  p.48.) ; 
and  their  tradition  is  fortified  by  M.  Perron 
d’Anquetil  (Mem.  de  PAcad.  das  Infcript. 
tom.  xxxi.  p.  375.),  with  fome  te*ts  from  bit, 
or  tb/ir,  Zendavefta. 

51  I cannot  find,  and  (what  is  much  more) 
M*  d’AnvilJc  does  not  attempt  to  feek,  the 
Salban,  Tarantura,  territory  of  the  Huns, 
«fcc.  mentioned  by  Theophanes  (p.  260 — 
262.).  Eutychius  (Annal.  tom.  ii.  p.  231, 
232.),  an  infuffcient  author,  names  Afpha- 
han  ; and  Calkin  is  moft  probably  the  city 
of  Sapor,  [fpahan  is  twenty-four  days  jour- 
ney from  Tauris,  and  Calkin  half  way  be- 
tween them  (Voyages  de  Tav*?r  Vr,  tom.  i. 
p.  63—82.). 
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follow  the  chain  of  Hyrcanian  mountains,  to  defcend  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Media  or  Irak,  and  to  carry  his  victorious  arms  as  far  as  the 
royal  cities  of  Cafbin  and  Ifpahan,  which  had  never  been  approached 
by  a Roman  conqueror.  Alarmed  by  the  danger  of  his  kingdom, 
the  powers  of  Chofroes  were  already  recalled  from  the  Nile  and  the 
Bofphorus,  and  three  formidable  armies  furrounded,  in  a diftant 
and  hoftile  land,  the  camp  of  the  emperor.  The  Colchian  allies 
prepared  to  defert  his  Itandard ; and  the  fears  of  the  braveft  veterans 
were  expreffed,  rather  than  concealed,  by  their  defponding  filence. 
“ Be  not  terrified,”  faid  the  intrepid  Heraclius,  “ by  the  mul- 
“ titude  of  your  foes.  With  the  aid  of  Heaven,  one  Roman  may 
“ triumph  over  a thoufand  Barbarians.  But  if  we  devote  our  lives 
“ for  the  falvation  of  our  brethren,  we  fliall  obtain  the  crown  of 
“ martyrdom,  and  our  immortal  reward  will  be  liberally  paid  by 
“ God  and  pofterity.”  Thefe  magnanimous  fentiments  were  fup- 
perted  by  the  vigour  of  his  aCtions.  He  repelled  the  threefold 
attack  of  the  Perfians,  improved  the  divifions  of  their  chiefs,  and,  by 
a well-concerted  train  of  marches,  retreats,  and  fuccefsful  aCtions, 
finally  chaccd  them  from  the  field  into  the  fortified  cities  of  Media 
and  Aflyria.  In  the  feverity  of  the  winter  feafon,  Sarbaraza  deemed 
liimfelf  fecure  in  the  walls  of  Salban ; he  was  furprifed  by  the  acti- 
vity of  Heraclius,  who  divided  his  troops  and  performed  a laborious 
march  in  the  filencc  of  the  night.  The  flat  roofs  of  the  houfes  were 
defended  with  ufelefs  valour  againft  the  darts  and  torches  of  the 
Romans:  the  fatraps  and  nobles  of  Pcrfia,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  and  the  flower  of  their  martial  youth,  were  either  (lain  or 
made  prifoners.  The  general  efcaped  by  a precipitate  flight,  but  his 
golden  armour  was  the  prize  of  the  conqueror  j and  the  foldiers  of 
Heraclius  enjoyed  the  wealth  and  repofe  which  they  had  fo  nobly 
deferved.  On  the  return  of  fpring,  the  emperor  traverfed  in  feven 
days  the  mountains  of  Curdiftan,  and  palled  without  refinance  the 
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° XL vi. P'  rap‘d  ftrcam  of  the  OppreflTed  by  the  weight  of  their  fpoils 

« > and  captives,  the  Roman  army  halted  under  the  walls  of  Amida;  and 

Heraclius  informed  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople  of  his  lafety  and 
fuccefs,  which  they  had  already  felt  by  the  retreat  of  the  befiegers. 
The  bridges  of  the  Euphrates  were  deftroyed  by  the  Periians ; but 
as  foon  as  the  emperor  had  difcovercd  a ford,  they  haftily  retired  to 
defend  the  banks  of  the  Sams  s\  in  Cilicia.  That  river,  an  impetuous 
torrent,  was  about  three  hundred  feet  broad,  the  bridge  was  fortified 
with  ftrong  turrets,  and  the  banks  were  lined  with  Barbarian  archers. 
After  a bloody  conflict,  which  continued  till  the  evening,  the  Ro- 
mans prevailed  in  the  affault,  and  a Perfian  of  gigantic  fize  was  /lain 
and  thrown  into  the  Sams  by  the  hand  of  the  emperor  himfelf. 
The  enemies  were  difperfed  and  difmayed ; Heraclius  purfued  his 
march  to  Sebafte  in  Cappadocia;  and  at  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
the  fame  coaft  of  the  Euxine  applauded  his  return  from  a long  and* 
victorious  expedition”. 

Inftcad  °f  lkirmi(hinS  on  the  frontier,  the  two  monarchs  who 
nopie  from  difputed  the  empire  of  the  Eaft  aimed  their  defperate  ftrokes  at  the 
and  Avars,  heart  of  their  rival.  The  military  force  of  Perfia  was  wafted  by 
the  marches  and  combats  of  twenty  years,  and  many  of  the  veterans, 
who  had  furvived  the  perils  of  the  fword  and  the  climate,  were  ftifl 
detained  in  the  fortrelTes  of  Egypt  and  Syria.  But  the  revenge  and 
ambition  of  Chofroes  exhaufted  his  kingdom ; and  the  new  levies  of 
fubjeCts,  ftrangers,  and  flaves,  were  divided  into  three  formidable 
bodies  ”.  The  firft  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  illuftrious  by  the 


" At  ten  parafanga  fromTarfur,  tbe  army 
of  the  younger  Cyru»  palled  the  Strut,  three 
plethra  in  breadth  : the  pyramus,  a Dadium 
in  breadth,  ran  five  parafangt  farther  to  the 
tail  (Xenophon,  Anabaf.  l.i.  p.  33,  34.). 

*’  George  of  Pifidia  (Bell.  Abaricum,  24G 
—265.  p.  49.)  cclcbtatet  with  truth  the  per- 


fevering  courage  of  the  three  campaign! 
(tf*h  iri againfl  the  Perfiant. 

**  fetaviut  (Annotation  e>  ad  Nicephorum. 

p-  6z,  63,  64.)  difcrini'MiLt  the  . met  and 
aftions  of  five  I’erfiatt  general!  tthp  were  fuc- 
celfively  fern  againft  Hertsliu!,  n 
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ornament  and  title  of  the  golden  /pears ; was  dcftined  to  march 
againft  Heraclius ; the  fecond  was  ftationed  to  prevent  his  jundion  t 
with  the  troops  of  his  brother  Theodoras ; and  the  third  was  com- 
manded to  befiege  Conftantinople,  and  to  fecond  tile  operations  of 
the  chagan,  with  whom  the  Perfian  king  had  ratified  a treaty  of 
alliance  and  partition.  Sarbar,  the  general  of  the  third  army,  pene- 
trated through  the  provinces  of  Afia  to  the  well-known  camp  of 
Chalcedon,  and  amufed  himfelf  with  the  deftruftion  of  the  facred 
and  profane  buildings  of  the  Afiatic  fuburbs,  while  he  impatiently 
waited  the  arrival  of  his  Scythian  friends  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Bofphorus.  On  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  thirty-thoufand  Barba- 
rians, the  vanguard  of  the  Avars,  forced  the  long  w’all,  and  drove 
into  the  capital  a promifeuous  crowd  of  peafants,  citizens,  and  foldiers. 
Fourfcore  thoufand,s  of  his  native  fubjedts,  and  of  the  vaffal  tribes 
of  Gepidae,  Ruffians,  Bulgarians,  and  Sclavonians,  advanced  under 
the  ftandard  of  the  chagan  ; a month  was  fpent  in  marches  and  ne- 
gociations,  but  the  whole  city  was  invefted  on  the  thirty-firft  of  July, 
from  the  fuburbs  of  Pera  and  Galata  to  the  Blachernx  and  feven 
towers ; and  the  inhabitants  deferied  with  terror  the  flaming  fignals 
of  the  European  and  Afiatic  fhorcs.  In  the  mean  while  the  magi— 
ftrates  of  Conftantinople  repeatedly  ftrove  to  purchafe  the  retreat  of 
the  chagan:  but  their  deputies  were  rejcdled  and  infulted;  and  he 
fuflered  the  patricians  to  (land  before  his  throne,  while  the  1 erfian 
envoys,  in  filk  robes,  were  feated  by  his  fide.  “ You  fee,”  faid 
the  haughty  Barbarian,  “ the  proofs  of  my  perfe<ft  union  with  the 
“ great  king  j and  his  lieutenant  is  ready  to  fend  into  my  camp  a 
u feicft  band  of  three  thoufand  warriors.  Prefume  no  longer  to 


*»  Thi»  number  of  eight  myriads  is  fpeci- 
fied  by  George  of  Pifidia  (Bell.  Ab»r.  219.). 
The  poet  {50— SS  .)  clearly  indicates  that  the 
old  chagan  lived  till  the  reign  of  Heracliur, 

I 


and  that  his  fon  and  fueceflor  was  born  of  a 
foreign  mother.  Yet  Fogg im-  (Annotat. 
p.  57.)  has  given  another  interpretation  to 
this  paflage. 

‘ tempt 
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• “ tempt  your  matter  with  a partial  and  inadequate  ranfom:  your 
“ wealth  and  your  city  are  the  only  prefents  worthy  of  my  ac- 
“ ceptance.  For  yourfelves,  I fhall  permit  you  to  depart,  each 
“ with  an  under-garment  and  a fhirt ; and,  at  my  entreaty,  my 
“ friend  Sarbar  will  not  refufe  a paflage  through  -his  lines.  Your 
“ abfent  prince,  even  now  a captive  or  a fugitive,  has  left  Conftan- 
“ tinople  to  its  fate ; nor  can  you  efcape  the  arms  of  the  Avars  and 
“ Pcrfians,  unlefs  you  could  foar  into  air  like  birds,  unlefs  like  fifties 
“ you  could  dive  into  the  waves94.”  During  ten  fucceffive  days, 
the  capital  was  aflaulted  by  the  Avars,  who  had  made  fome  progrefa 
in  the  fcience  of  attack ; they  advanced  to  fap  or  batter  the  wall, 
under  the  cover  of  the  impenetrable  tortoife ; their  engines  dif- 
charged  a perpetual  volley  of  ftones  and  darts ; and  twelve  lofty 
towers  of  wood,  exalted  the  combatants  to  the  height  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ramparts.  But  the  fenate  and  people  were  animated  by  the 
fpirit  of  Heraclius,  who  had  detached  to  their  relief  a body  of  twelve 
thoufand  cuirafliers;  the  powers  of  fire  and  mechanics  were  ufed 
with  fuperior  art  and  fuccefs  in  the  defence  of  Conftantinople ; and 
the  gallics,  with  two  and  three  ranks  of  oars,  commanded  the  Bof- 
phorus,  and  rendered  the  Perfians  the  idle  fpeSators  of  the  defeat  of 
their  allies.  The  Avars  were  repulfed;  a fleet  of  Sclavoman  canoes 
was  deftroyed  in  the  harbour ; the  vaflals  of  the  chagan  threatened 
to  defert,  his  provifions  were  exhaufted,  and  after  burning  his  engines, 
he  gave  the  fignal  of  a flow  and  formidable  retreat.  The  devotion 
of  the  Romans  afcribed  this  fignal  deliverance  to  the  virgin  Mary  j 
but  the  mother  of  Chrift  would  furely  have  condemned  their  in- 

94  A bird,  • frog,  * tnoufe,  and  fice  ar-  fera  qu'unc  fanfarronade  dont  Darias  n’eat 
rows,  had  been  the  prerent  of  the  Scythian  fait  que  rire  (Emile,  tom.  iii.  p.  146.).  Yet 
king  to  Darias  (Hcrodot.  L iv.  c.  131,  13a.).  I much  qucftion  whether  the  fenate  and  peo- 
*'  Subflituez  one  lettre  a ces  fignea  (fays  pic  of  Conftantinople  laagbtt/  at  this  mciTage 
Rooflcau,  with  moch  good  tafte)  plus  elle  of  the  chagan. 
fera  menacartc  moins  eilc  cSrayera  : ce  ne  £> 

human 
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human  murder  of  the  Perfian  envoys,  who  were  entitled  to  the  rights  c H^A  p. 

of  humanity,  if  they  were  not  protected  by  the  laws  of  nations".  < v — —t 

After  the  divifion  of  his  army,  Heraclius  prudently  retired  to  the  Allianc«>and 
banks  of  the  Phafis,  from  whence  he  maintained  a defenfive  war  HcneUu.°f 
againft  the  fifty  thoufand  gold  fpears  of  Perfia.  His  anxiety  was 
relieved  by  the  deliverance  of  Conftantinople ; his  hopes  were  con- 
firmed by  a victory  of  his  brother  Theodorus ; and  to  the  hoftilc 
league  of  Chofroes  with  the  Avars,  the  Roman  emperor  oppofed  the 
ufeful  and  honourable  alliance  of  the  Turks.  At  his  liberal  invita- 
tion, the  hord  of  Chozars’"  tranfported  their  tents  from  the  plains  of 
the  Volga  to  the  mountains  of  Georgia ; Heraclius  received  them  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Teflis,  and  the  khan  with  his  nobles  dis- 
mounted from  their  horfes,  if  we  may  credit  the  Greeks,  and  fell 
proftrate  on  the  ground,  to  adore  the  purple  of  the  Caefar.  Such  vo- 
luntary homage  and  important  aid  were  entitled  to  the  warmeft 
acknowledgments;  and  the  emperor,  taking  off  his  own  diadem, 
placed  it  on  the  head  of  the  Turkifh  prince,  whom  he  faluted  with 
a tender  embrace  and  the  appellation  of  fon.  After  a fumptuous 
banquet,  he  prefented  Ziebel  with  the  plate  and  ornaments,  the  goldj 
the  gems,  and  the  filk,  which  bad  been  ufed  at  the  Imperial  table, 
and,  with  his  own  hand,  diftributed  rich  jewels  and  ear-rings  to  his 
new  allies.  In  a fecret  interview,  he  produced  the  portrait  of  his 
daughter  Eudocia  ”,  condefcended  to  flatter  the  Barbarian  with  the 

promife 


•7  The  Pafchal  Chronicle  (p.  392 — 397*) 
gives  a minute  and  authentic  narrative  of  the 
fiege  and  deliverance  of  Conftantinople. 
Theophanes  (p.  264.)  adds  fome  circum- 
ftances ; and  a faint  light  may  be  obtained 
from  the  fmolte  of  George  of  Pifidia,  who 
has  compofed  a poem  (de  Bello  A banco,  p.  45 
— <54.)  to  commrmciate  this  aufpicious  event. 

*•  The  Chozars  prevailed  io  the 

Vol.IV.  3 


rL,k»  viii,k,  and  i x* *•k  centuries.  They  were 
known  to  the  Greeks,  the  Arabs,  and,  under 
the  name  of  Ke/t i,  to  the  Chinefe  themfelves. 
De  Guignes,  Hift.  des  Huns,  tom.  ii.  part  ii. 

p.  507^509. 

99  Epiphania,  or  Endocia,the  only  daughter 
of  Heraclius  and  his  firft  wife  Eudocia,  was 
born  at  Conftantinopl  c on  the  -lk  of  July, 
A.  D.  611,  baptifed  the  ij,k  of  Atiguft,  and 
X crowned 
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c p.  promife  of  a fair  and  augujl  bride,  obtained  ah  immediate  fuecour  of 

.«  forty  thoufand  horfe,  and  negociated  a ftrong  diverfion  of  (he 

Turkiih  arms  on  the  fide  of  the  Oxus  The  Perfians,  in  their 
torn,  retreated  with  precipitation ; in  the  c2mp  of  Edefla,  Hera- 
clius  reviewed  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  Romans  and  ftrangers ; 
and  fome  months  were  fuccefsfully  employed  in  the  recovery  of  the 
cities  of  Syria,  Mefopotamia,  and  Armenia,  whofe  fortifications  had 
been  imperfectly  reftored.  Sarbar  ftill  maintained  the  important 
Ration  of  Chalcedon ; but  the  jealoufy  of  Chofroes,  or  the  artifice  of 
Heraclius,  foon  alienated  the  mind  of  that  powerful  fatrap  from  the 
fervice  of  his  king  and  country.  A melFenger  was  intercepted  with 
a real  or  fictitious  mandate  to  die  cadarigan,  or  fecond  in  command, 
directing  him  to  fend,  without  delay,  to  the  throne,  the  head  of  a 
guilty  of  unfortunate  general.  The  difpatches  were  tranfmitted  to 
Sarbar  himielf  j and  as  foon  as  he  read  the  fentence  of  his  own  death, 
he  dexteroufly  inferted  the  names  of  four  hundred  officers,  a/Tembled 
a military  council,  and  afked  the  Cadarigan , whether  he  was  prepared 
to  execute  the  commands  of  their  tyrant.  The  Perfians  unanimou/Iy 
declared,  that  Chofroes  had  forfeited  the  fceptre  j a feparate  treaty 
was  concluded  with  the  government  of  Conftantinople ; and  if  fome 
confiderations  of  honour  or  policy  reftrained  Sarbar  from  joining  the 
ftandard  of  Heraclius,  the  emperor  was  allured  that  he  might  pro- 
fecute,  without  interruption,  his  defigns  of  victory  and  peace. 

Hii  third  Deprived  of  his  firmeft  fupport,  and  doubtful  of  the  fidelity  of 
his  fubjeCts,  the  greatnefs  of  Chofroes  was  ftill  conlpicuous  in  its 


crowned  (In  the  oratory  of  St.  Stephen  in  the 
palace)  the  4th  of  O&ober  of  the  fame  year. 
At  this  time  Ihe  was  about  fifteen.  Eudocia 
was  afterwards  Cent  to  her  Turkiih  hulband, 
but  the  news  of  his  death  flopped  her  jour- 
ney and  prevented  th<-  confummatioa  (Du- 
cange,  Far.f  jc  Byzantin.  p.  118.). 


,co  Elmacin  (Hill.  Saracen,  p.  13—16.) 
gives  fome  curious  and  probable  falls : but 
his  numbers  are  rather  too  high— 3oo,oc«  Ro- 
man* alTembled  at  Edefla— 500,000  Perfians 
killed  at  Nineveh.  The  abatement  of  a cy- 
pher is  fcarccly  enough  tofjgpp  hia  fanity. 

Q 
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ruins.  The  number  of  five  hundred  thouland  ‘may  be  interpreted  c i\ 

as  an  Oriental  metaphor,  to  deferibe  the  men  and  arms,  the  horfes  »- — . — 

and  elephants  that  covered  Media  and  Afiyria  againfl  the  invafion 

of  Heraclius.  Yet  the  Romans  boldly  advanced  from  the  Araxes 

to  the  Tigris,  and  the  timid  prudence  of  Rhazates  was  content  to 

follow  them  by  forced  marches  through  a defolate  country,  till  he 

received  a peremptory  mandate  to  rifk  the  fate  of  Perfia  in  a decl- 

five  battle.  Eaftward  of  the  Tigris,  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  of 

Mofal,  the  great  Nineveh  had  formerly  been  erected : the  city, 

and  even  the  ruins  of  the  city,  had  long  fince  difappeared ,M : the 

vacant  fpace  afforded  a fpacious  field  for  the  operations  of  the  two 

armies.  But  thefe  operations  are  neglected  by  the  Byzantine  hifto- 

rians,  and,  like  the  authors  of  epic  poetry  and  romance,  they  aferibe 

the  victory,  not  to  the  military  conduft,  but  to  the  perfonal  valour, 

of  their  favourite  hero.  On  this  memorable  day,  Heraclius,  on  his  *ni1 

December  i# 

horfe  Phallas,  furpafled  the  braveft  of  his  warriors : his  lip  was  &c. 
pierced  with  a fpear,  the  fleed  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  he 
carried  his  mailer  fafe  and  victorious  through  the  triple  phalanx  of 
the  Barbarians.  In  the  heat  of  the  a&ion,  three  valiant  chiefs  were 
fuccellively  (lain  by  the  fword  and  lance  of  the  emperor;  among 
thefe  was  Rhazates  himfelf ; he  fell  like  a foldier,  but  the  fight  of 
his  head  fcattered  grief  and  defpair  through  the  fainting  ranks  of  the 
Perfians.  His  armour  of  pure  and  maffy  gold,  the  ihield  of  one 

*°*  Ctefias  (apod  Diodor.  Sicul.  tom.  i.  93.),  which  ceafed  to  exiit  600  yean  before 
t.ii.  p.115.  edit.  Wcfleling)  afligns  480  IU-  Chilli.  The  we  Hern  fubarb  itill  fubfifled, 
dia  (perhaps  only  31  miles)  for  the  circum-  and  is  mentioned  under  the  name  of  Moful 
ference  of  Nineveh.  Jonas  talks  of  three  in  the  firii  age  of  the  Arabian  khalifs. 
days  journey:  the  120,000  perfons  deferibed  ,M  Niebuhr  (Voyage  en  Arabic,  Ac.  tom.  ii. 
by  the  prophet  as  incapable  of  difcerning  p.  286.)  palled  over  Nineveh  without  perceiv- 
their  right  hand  from  their  left,  may  afford  ing  it.  He  miltook  for  a ridge  of  hills  the 
about  700,000  perfons  of  all  ages  for  the  in-  old  rampart  of  brick  or  earth.  It  it  faid  to 
habitants  of  Ah|^ncient  capital  (Goguet,  have  been  too  feet  high,  flanked  with  1300 
Origines  des  c.  tom,  iii.  part  i.  p.  92,  towers,  each  of  the  height  of  it  <eet. 

3X2  v^iundred 
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hundred  and  twenty  plates,  the  fword  and  belt,  the  faddle  and 
cuirafs,  adorned  the  triumph  of  Heraclius,  and  if  he  had  not  been 
faithful  to  Clirift  and  his  mother,  the  champion  of  Rome  might  have 
offered  the  fourth  opime  fpoils  to  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol Ia 
the  battle  of  Nineveh,  which  was  fiercely  fought  from  day-break 
to  the  eleventh  hour,  twenty-eight  ftandards,  befide  thofe  which 
might  be  broken  or  torn,  were  taken  from  the  Perfians ; the  greateft 
part  of  their  army  was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  vi&ors,  concealing  their 
own  lofs,  palled  the  night  on  the  field.  They  acknowledge,  that  on 
this  occafion,  it  was  lefs  difficult  to  kill  than  to  difeomfit  the  foldiers 
of  Chofroefe ; amidft  the  bodies  of  their  friends,  no  more  than  two 
bow-fhot  from  the  enemy,  the  remnant  of  the  Perfian  cavalry  flood 
firm  till  the  feventh  hour  of  the  night ; about  the  eighth  hour,  they 
retired  to  their  uurifled  camp,  colleGed  their  baggage,  and  difperfed 
qn  all  Tides,  from  the  want  of  orders  rather  than  of  refolution.  The 
diligence  of  Kcraclius  was  not  lefs  admirable  in  the  ufe  of  vidtory ; 
by  a march  of  forty-eight  miles  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  his  van- 
guard occupied  the  bridges  of  the  great  and  the  lefler  Zab ; and  the 
cities  and  palaces  of  AfTyria  were  open  for  the  firft  time  to  the 
Romans.  By  a juft  gradation  of  magnificent  feenes,  they  penetrated 
to  the  royal  feat  of  Daftagcrd,  and,  though  much  of  the  treafure 
had  been  removed,  and  much  had  been  expended,  the  remaining 
wealth  appears  to  have  exceeded  their  hopes,  and  even  to  have  fa- 
tiated  their  avarice.  Whatever  could  not  be  eafily  tranfported,  they 
confumed  with  fire,  that  Chofroes  might  feel  the  anguifh  of  thofe 
wounds,  whicl>  he  had  fo  often  inflided  on  the  provinces  of  the 


101  Rex  regia  arnaa  fero  (fays  Romulus,  in 
the  firft  coo  Iteration)  ....  bina  poftca  {con. 
jinuea  Livy,  i.-to)  inter  tot  bella,  opim» 
parta  funt  fpoi^a,  adeo  rara  ejus  fortuna  de- 
eoris.  If  V.ir:a  (apud  Pomp.  leftuni,  p.  306. 

a *4 


edit.  Dacier)  could  juflify  his  liberality  in 
granting  the  efimt  fpoils  e*en  to  a common 
foldier  who  had  ftain  the  king  or  general  of 
the  enemy,  the  honour  v ouid-bnvc  been  muck 
more  cheap  and  commcn.  ) 
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empire:  and  juftice  might  allow  the  excufe,  if  the  defolation  had  c **• 

been  confined  to  the  works  of  regal  luxury,  if  national  hatred,  mi-  ' . * 

litary  licenfe,  and  religious  zeal,  had  not  wafted  with  equal  rage  the 
habitations  and  the  temples  of  the  guiltlefs  fubjed.  The  recovery 
of  three  hundred  Roman  ftandards,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  nu- 
merous captives  of  Edefla  and  Alexandria,  refled  a purer  glory  on 
the  arms  of  Heraclius.  From  the  palace  of  Daftagerd,  he  purfued 
his  march  within  a few  miles  of  Modain  or  Ctefiphon,  till  he  was 
flopped,  on  the  banks  of  the  Arba,  by  the  difficulty  of  the  paflage, 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  perhaps  the  fame  of  an  impregnable 
capital.  The  return  of  the  emperor  is  marked  by  the  modern  name 
of  the  city  of  Sherhzour ; he  fortunately  pafled  mount  Zara,  before 
the  fnow,  which  fell  incellantly  thirty-four  days,  and  the  citizens 
of  Gandzaca,  or  Tauris,  were  compelled  to  entertain  his  foldicrs  and 
their  horfes  with  an  hofpitable  reception  1 

When  the  ambition  of  Chofroes  was  reduced  to  the  defence  of  Plight  of 

* r r r r Chofroes, 

his  hereditary  kingdofli,  the  love  of  glory,  or  even  the  lenle  of  a.  d.  6i7m 
ftiame,  ftiould  have  urged  him  to  meet  his  rival  in  the  field.  In  the  Dec  29‘ 
battle  of  Nineveh,  his  courage  might  have  taught  the  Perfians  to 
vanquilh,  or  he  might  have  fallen  with  honour  by  the  lance  of  a 
Roman  emperor.  The  fucccflbr  of  Cyrus  chofe  rather,  at  a fecure 
diftance,  to  exped  the  event,  to  afletnble  the  relics  of  the  defeat, 
and  to  retire  by  ineafured  fteps  before  the  march  of  Heraclius,  till 
he  beheld  with  a figh  the  once  loved  manfions  of  Daftagerd.  Both 
his  friends  and  enemies  were  perfuaded,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Chofroes  to  bury  himfelf  under  the  ruins  of  the  city  and  palace : and 
as  both  might  have  been  equally  adverfe  to  his  flight,  the  monarch 

»<*  In  deferibing  this  laft  expedition  of  He-  original  letters  of  the  emperor,  of  which  the 
radius,  the  fads,  the  places,  and  the  dates  of  Pafchal  Chronicle  hat  referred  (p.  $98— 

Theophancs  271 .)  arc  fo  accurate  402.)  a very  curious  fpccimca. 

tod  SLUihentic, Tkal  tie  mud  have  followed  the  * 
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■ of  Afia,  with  Sira,  and  three  concubines,  efcaped  through  an  hole  in 
> the  wall  nine  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans.  The  flow  and 
(lately  proceflion  in  which  he  (hewed  himfeif  to  the  prodrate  crowd, 
was  changed  to  a rapid  and  fecret  journey  ; and  the  firft  evening  he 
lodged  in  the  cottage  of  a pealant,  whole  humble  door  would  fcarcely 
give  admittance  to  the  great  king His  fuperftition  was  fubdued 
by  fear : on  the  third  day,  he  entered  with  joy  the  fortifications  of 
Ctefiphon  ; yet  he  dill  doubted  of  his  fafety  till  he  had  oppofed  the 
river  Tigris  to  the  purfuit  of  the  Romans.  The  difeovery  of  his 
flight  agitated  with  terror  and  tumult  the  palace,  the  city,  and  the 
camp  of  Daftagerd  : the  fatraps  hefitated  whether  they  had  mod'  to 
fear  from  their  fovereign  or  the  enemy ; and  the  females  of  the 
haram  were  aftonifhed  and  pleafed  by  the  fight  of  mankind,  till 
the  jealous  hulband  of  three  thouiand  wives  again  confined  them  to 
a more  didant  cadle.  At  his  command,  the  army  of  Dadagerd  re- 
treated to  a new  camp : the  front  was  covered  by  the  Arba,  and  a 
line  of  two  hundred  elephants  ; the  troops  of  the  more  didant  pro- 
vinces fucceflively  arrived,  and  the  viled  domedics  of  the  king  and 
fatraps  were  enrolled  for  the  lad  defence  of  the  throne.  It  was  dill 
in  the  power  of  Chofroes  to  obtain  a reafonable  peace ; and  he  was 
repeatedly  prefled  by  the  meflengers  of  Heraclius,  to  fpare  the  blood 
of  his  fubjedts,  and  to  relieve  an  humane  conqueror  from  the  painful 
fluty  of  carrying  fire  and  fword  through  the  faired  countries  of 
Afia.  But  the  pride  of  the  Perfian  had  not  yet  funk  to  the  level 
of  his  fortune  ; he  derived  a momentary  confidence  from  the  retreat 
of  the  emperor ; he  wept  with  impotent  rage  over  the  ruins  of  his. 
Aflyrian  palaces,  and  difregarded  too  long  the  rifing  murmurs  of 

*°s  The  word*  of  Tlieophanes  are  remark-  who  difeover  a propenfity  to  war  fhoold  re- 
able  : Xtr/n;  m luo  f, peatedly  tranfciibc  and  tranflate  fuch  fain* 

» x**^®1*  *>  T*  »» i<rx*r“  wry  text*. 

'Hpajuw,  (p.  269.).  Youog  prince* 

the 
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the  nation,  who  complained  that  their  lives  and  fortunes  were  fa-  c H A P. 

ALV 

crificed  to  the  obftinacy  of  an  old  man.  That  unhappy  old  man  — .* 

was  himfelf  tortured  with  the  lharpeft  pains  both  of  mind  and  body ; 
and,  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  approaching  end,  he  refolved  to  fix 
the  tiara  on  the  head  of  Merdaza,  the  moft  favoured  of  his  fons. 

But  the  will  of  Chofroes  was  no  longer  revered,  and  Siroes,  who 
gloried  In  the  rank  and  merit  of  his  mother  Sira,  had  confpired  with 
the  malecontents  to  aflert  and  anticipate  the  rights  of  primogeni- 
ture '**.  Twenty-two  fatraps,  they  ftyled  themfclves  patriots,  were 
tempted  by  the  wealth  and  honours  of  a new  reign  : to  the  foldiers, 
the  heir  of  Chofroes  pfomifed  an  encreafe  of  pay  ; to  the  Chriftians 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion;  to  the  captives,  liberty  and  re- 
wards ; and  to  the  nation,  inftant  peace  and  the  reduction  of  taxes. 

It  was  determined  by  the  confpirators,  that  Siroes,  with  the  enfigns 
of  royalty,  (hould  appear  in  the  camp ; and  if  the  enterprife  fhould 
fail,  his  efcape  was  contrived  to  the  Imperial  court.  But  the  new 
monarch  was  faluted  with  unanimous  acclamations  * the  flight  of  de* 
Chofroes  fyet  where  could  he  have  fled?)  was  rudely  arrefted,  A.  D.  628,. 

w , , February  ij, 

eighteen  fons  were  maflacred  before  his  face,  and  he  was  thrown 
into  a dungeon,  where  he  expired  on  the  fifth  day.  The  Greeks 
and  modern  Perfians  minutely  deferibe  how  Chofroes  was  infultcd* 
and  familhed,  and  tortured,  by  the  command  of  an  inhuman  fon,  who 
fo  far  furpafled  the  example  of  his  father : but  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  what  tongue  would  relate  the  ftory  of  the  parricide  ? what 
eye  could  penetrate  into  the  tower  of  d&rkucji  ? According  to  the 
faith  and  mercy  of  his  Chriftian  enemies,  he  funk  without  hope  inter 
a frill  deeper  abyfs ,07 ; and  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  tyrants  of 

every 

>«  The  authentic  oarrariw  of  the  fall  of  **’  On  the  firft  rumc-  of  the  death  of 
Chofroes  ii  contained  in  the  letter  of  Her*-  Chofroei.  an  Heracliad  in  two  cantor  war  m- 
clius  (Chron.  Pafchal.  p.  398.}  aod  the  hif-  flantly  publifhed  at  Conftintinople  by  George 
lory  of  Theophanei  (p.  *71.}.  of  FifidU  (p.  97—105.).  A ,-neft  and  a poet 
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and  murder- 
ed by  his  Ton 
Siroes, 
February  28. 


Treaty  of 
peace  be- 
tween the 
two  empires, 
A.  D.  628, 
March,  Sec. 


every  age  and  fedt  are  the  Left  entitled  to  fuch  infernal  abodes.  The 
glory  of  the  houfe  of  Saffan  ended  with  the  life  of  Chofroes:  his 
unnatural  fon  enjoyed  only  eight  months  the  fruit  of  his  crimes ; 
and  in  the  fpace  of  four  years,  the  regal  title  was  affumed  by  nine 
candidates,  who  difputed,  with  the  fword  or  dagger,  the  fragments 
of  an  exhaufted  monarchy.  Every  province,  and  each  city  of  Perfia, 
was  the  feene  of  independence,  of  difeord,  and  of  blood,  and  the 
ftatc  of  anarchy  prevailed  about  eight  years  longer,  till  the  factions 
were  filcnccd  and  united  under  the  common  yoke  of  the  Arabian 
caliphs 

As  loon  as  the  mountains  became  pafTable,  the  emperor  received 
the  welcome  news  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  confpiracy,  the  death  of 
Chofroes,  and  the  elevation  of  his  eldeft  fon  to  the  throne  of  Perfia. 
The  authors  of  the  revolution,  eager  to  difplay  their  merits  in  the 
court  or  camp  of  Tauris,  preceded  the  ambaffadors  of  Siroes,  who 
delivered  the  letters  of  their  mailer  to  his  brother  the  emperor  of 
the  Romans  ,0\  In  the  language  of  the  ufurpers  of  every  age,  he 
imputes  his  own  crimes  to  the  Deity,  and,  without  degrading  his 
equal  majefty,  he  offers  to  reconcile  the  long  difeord  of  the  two  na- 
tions, by  a treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  more  durable  than  brafs  or 
iron.  The  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  eafily  defined  and  faith- 
fully executed.  In  the  recovery  of  the  flandards  and  prifoners  which 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Perfians,  the  emperor  imitated  the 


anight  very  properly  exult  in  the  damnation 
cf  thr  public  enemy  (ifivi7wfnTarr«p',v,  56.)  • 
but  fuch  mean  revenge  is  unworthy  of  a king 
and  a conqueror;  and  I am  forry  to  find  fo 
much  black  fuperftition  Xc i7Kra 

MSk  trcrpm  (i<  T«  Ka'taytoux  . . . T«  xvf 

*it*T«rjS«rtr,  Sec  ) in  the  letter  of  Hcraclius : 
he  almoft  applauds  the  parricide  of  Siroes  as 
an  art  Of  piety  and  jufticc. 

K|  The  beft  Cental  accounts  of  this  laft 
period  of  the  SaJ&niao  kings  axe  found  in 


Eutychius  (Annal.  tom.  i».  p.  251  — 256.), 
who  dificmbles  the  parricide  of  Siroes,  d’Her- 
belot  (Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  789.),  and 
Aflemanni  (Bibliothec.  Oriental,  tom.  iii. 
p.  +15 — 42°0. 

*’•  The  letter  of  Siroes  in  the  Pafchal 
Chronicle  (p.  402.)  unfortunately  cods  be- 
fore he  proceeds  to  bufinefa.  The  treaty  ap- 
pear, in  its  execution  in  the  hiftories  of  Theo- 
pbancs  and  Nicephoras. 

a * 
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example  of  Auguftus,  their  care  of  the  national  dignity  was  cele- 
brated by  the  poets  of  the  times,  but  the  decay  of  genius  may  be 
meafured  by  the  diftance  between  Horace  and  George  of  Pifidia : 
the  fubjcdts  and  brethren  of  Heraclius  were  redeemed  from  perfe- 
cution,  flavery,  and  exile ; but,  inftead  of  the  Roman  eagles,  the 
true  wood  of  the  holy  crok  was  rcftored  to  the  importunate  demands 
of  the  fucceflbr  of  Conftandne.  The  vi&or  was  not  ambitious  of 
enlarging  the  weaknefs  of  the  empire  ; the  fon  of  Chofroes  aban- 
doned without  regret  the  conquefts  of  his  father ; the  Perfians  who 
evacuated  the  cities  of  Syria  and  Eg^pt  were  honourably  conduced 
to  the  frontier,  and  a war  which  had  wounded  the  vitals  of  the 
two  monarchies,  produced  no  change  in  their  external  and  relative 
fituation.  The  return  of  Heraclius  from  Tauris  to  Conftantinople, 
was  a perpetual  triumph ; and  after  the  exploits  of  fix  glorious 
campaigns,  he  peaceably  enjoyed  the  fabbath  of  his  toils.  After  a 
long  impatience,  the  fenate,  the  clergy,  and  the  people,  went  forth 
to  meet  their  hero,  with  tears  and  acclamations,  with  olive  branches 
and  innumerable  lamps : he  entered  the  capital  in  a chariot  drawn 
by  four  elephants ; and  as  foon  as  the  emperor  could  difengage  him- 
felf  from  the  tumult  of  public  joy,  he  tailed  more  genuine  latisfac- 
tion  in  the  embraces  of  his  mother  and  his  fon 

The  fucceeding  year  was  illuftrated  by  a triumph  of  a very  differ- 
ent kind,  the  reflitution  of  the  true  crofs  to  the  holy  fepulchre. 
Heraclius  performed  in  perfon  the  pilgrimage  of  Jerufalem,  the  iden- 
tity of  the  relick  was  verified  by  the  difereet  patriarch and  this 

The  burthen  of  Corneille’s  fong,  is  ufed,  fomewhat  profanely,  by  thefe  Rytan- 
•'  Montrcz  Heraclius  au  peuple  qui  I’attend,”  tine  Chriflians. 

is  much  better  faked  to  the  prefent  occafion.  *“  See  Baronius  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D. 
See  his  triumph  in  Theophanes  (p.  272,  273.I  628,  N°  1— 4.),  Eutychius  (Annal.  tom.  ii. 
and  Nicephorus  (p.  15,  16.).  The  life  <JT  p.  240—248.),  Nicephoros  (Biey.  p.  *$♦). 
the  mother  and  tenderneft*tf^the  fon  are  at-  The  fcals  of  the  cafe  baiiifoeijtr  been  broken; 
telled  by  George  of  Pifid#f(Bell.  Abar.  155,  and  this  prefervation  of  thfcrroGi  is  aferibed 
ice.  p.  49.).  The  metaphor  of  the  Sabbath  (under  God)  to  the  devotion  of  queen  Sira. 
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c ^ A p.  atiguft  ceremony  has  been  commemorated  by  the  annual  feftival  of 

> . < the  exaltation  of  the  crofs.  Before  the  emperor  prefumed  to  tread 

the  confecrated  ground,  he  was  inftru&ed  to  ftrip  himfelf  of  the 
diadem  and  purple,  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  the  world : but  in  the 
judgment  of  his  clergy,  the  perfecution  of  the  Jews  was  more  eafily 
reconciled  with  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel.  He  again  afeended  his 
throne  to  receive  the  congratulations  of  the  ambaffadors  of  France 
and  India : and  the  fame  of  Mofes,  Alexander,  and  Hercules 
was  eclipfed,  in  the  popular  eflimation,  by  the  fuperior  merit  and 
glory  of  the  great  Heraclius.  Yet  the  deliverer  of  the  Eaft  was  in- 
digent and  feeble.  Of  the  Pcrfian  fpoils,  the  mod  valuable  portion 
had  been  expended  in  the  war,  diftributed  to  the  foldiers,  or  buried, 
by  an  unlucky  tempeft,  in  the  waves  of  the  Euxine.  The  con- 
fcience  of  the  emperor  was  opprefled  by  the  obligation  of  reftoring 
the  wealth  of  the  clergy,  which  he  had  borrowed  for  their  own  de- 
fence : a perpetual  fund  wa6  required  to  fatisfy  thefe  inexorable  cre- 
ditors ; the  provinces,  already  wafted  by  the  arms  and  avarice  of  the 
Perftans,  were  compelled  to  a fecond  payment  of  the  lame  taxes ; 
and  the  arrears  of  a Ample  citizen,  the  treafurer  of  Damafcus,  were 
commuted  to  a fine  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The 
lofs  of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers"1  who  had  fallen  by  the 
fword,  was  of  lefs  fatal  importance  than  the  decay  of  arts,  agricul- 
ture, and  population,  in  this  long  and  deftruflive  war:  and  although 
a victorious  army  had  been  formed  under  the  ftandard  of  Heraclius, 
the  unnatural  effort  appears  to  have  exhaufted  rather  than  ex- 
ercifed  their  ftrength.  While  the  emperor  triumphed  at  Conftanti- 


•**  George  of  Piiidia,  Acroaf.  Hi.  de  Ex* 
pedit.  contra  Pcrfai,  415,  St c.  and  Heradcid. 
Acroaf.  i.  65 — 1 38.  I ncglcft  the  meaner  pa- 
rallels of  Daniel  anotheu s.  See.  Chofroes 
And  the  chagan  vvfrc  of  courfe  compared  to 
SeJfliazzar,  Pharaoh,  the  old  ferpent,  Ac. 


1,1  Saidas  (in  Excerpt.  Hilt.  Bjzant.  p.  46.) 
gives  this  number;  but  either  the  Perjian 
mull  be  read  for  the  I/aurian , war,  or  this 
paflage  clous  cot  belong  to  the  emperor  Hc- 
racliua. 
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irople  or  Jerufalem,  an  obfcure  town  on  the  confines  of  Syria  was 
pillaged  by  the  Saracens,  and  they  cut  in  pieces  fame  troops  who 
advanced  to  its  relief : an  ordinary  and  trifling  occurrence,  had  it 
not  been  the  prelude  of  a mighty  revolution.  Thefe  robbers  were 
the  apoftles  of  Mahomet;  their  fanatic  valour  had  emerged  from 
the  defert ; and  in  the  laft  eight  years  of  his  reign,  Heraclius  loft  to 
the  Arabs,  the  fame  provinces  which  he  had  refcued  from  the  Per- 
flans. 


Sit 
: h a p. 
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• CHAP.  XLVn. 

Theological  Hiflory  of  the  DoEirine  of  the  Incarnation. — 
"The  Human  and  Divine  Nature  of  Chrifl. — Enmity 
of  the  Patriarchs  of  Alexandria  and  Conjlantinople . 
— St.  Cyril  and  Nejlorius. — Third  General  Council 
of  Ephefus. — Herefy  of  Eutyches. — Fourth  General 
Council  of  Cbalcedon. — Civil  and  Ecclefiajlical  Difcord. 
— Intolerance  of  JuJlinian. — The  Three  Chapters. — 
The  Monothelite  Controverfy. — State  of  the  Oriental 
Sells: — I.  The  Nejlorians.  — II.  The  Jacobites. — 
III.  The  Maronites. — IV.  The  Armenians. — V.  The 
Copts  and  Abyjftnians. 

AFTER  the  extinction  of  paganifm,  the  Chriftians  in  peace 
and  piety  might  have  enjoyed  their  folitary  triumph.  But 
the  principle  of  difcord  was  alive  in  their  bofom,  and  they  were 
more  folicitous  to  explore  the  nature,  than  to  pra&ife  the  laws,  of 
their  founder.  I have  already  obferved,  that  the  difputes  of  the 
Trinity  were  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  the  Incarnation  ; alike 
fcandalous  to  the  church,  alike  pernicious  to  the  (late,  (till  more 
minute  in  their  origin,  Hill  more  durable  in  their  effe&s.  It  is  my 
defign  to  comprife  in  the  prefent  chapter,  a religious  war  of  two 
hundred  and«Aty  years,  to  reprefent  the  ccclefiaftical  and  political 
fchifm  of  tli ^Oriental  fe£b,  and  to  introduce  their  clamorous  or  fan- 
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gumary  contefts,  by  a modeft  enquiry  into  the  doSrines  of  the  pri- 
mitive church 

I.  A laudable  regard  for  the  honour  of  the  firft  profelytes,  has 
countenanced  the  belief,  the  hope,  the  wilh,  that  the  Ebionites,  or 
at  leaft  the  Nazarenes,  were  diilinguiihed  only  by  their  obflinate 
perfcverance  in  the  pra&ice  of  the  Mofaic  rites.  Their  churches 
have  dilappeared,  their  books  are  obliterated  j their  obfeure  freedom 


• By  what  means  (hall  I authenticate  this 
previous  enquiry,  which  I have  ftudied  to  cir- 
eumferibe  and  comprcfs? — If  I perfift  in  fup- 
porting  each  faCt  or  reflection  by  its  proper 
and  fpecial  evidence,  every  line  would  de- 
mand a firing  of  teftimoniei,  and  every  note 
would  fwell  to  a critical  diflerution.  But 
the  numberlefs  paflages  of  antiquity  which  I 
have  feen  with  my  own  eyes,  are  compiled, 
digefted,  and  illuflrated,  by  Pttwimt  and 
L * Cltrc , by  Btamfobn  and  Mojhtim.  I (hall 
be  content  to  fortify  my  narrative  by  the 
names  and  characters  of  thefe  refpeClable 
guides j and  in  the  contemplation  of  a mi- 
nute or  remote  objeO,  1 am  not  alhatned  to 
borrow  the  aid  of  the*  ftrongeft  glaflcs : 
t.  The  Dogmata  Thtelcgica  of  Petavius,  are 
a work  of  incredible  labour  and  compafsj 
the  volumes  which  relate  foie! y to  the  incar- 
nation (two  folios,  vl*  and  vi1*,  of  837  pages), 
are  divided  into  xvi  books— the  firft  of  hifto- 
ry,  the  remainder  of  con  trover  fy  and  doc- 
trine. The  Jcfuit’s  learning  is  copious  and 
correct ; his  laitnity  is  pure,  his  method  clear, 
his  argument  profound  and  well  connected  : 
but  he  is  the  (lave  of  the  fathers,  the  fcourge 
of  heretics,  and  the  enemy  of  truth  and  can- 
dour, as  often  as  they  are  inimical  to  the  Ca- 
tholic caufe.  t.  The  Arminiaa  Le  Clerc, 
who  has  compofed  in  a quarto  volume  (Am* 
fterdam,  1716)  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  the 
two  firft  centuries,  was  free  both  in  his  tem- 
per and  fituation ; his  feofe  is  clear,  but  his 
thoughts  are  narrow ; he  reduces  the  reafon 
or  folly  of  ages  to  the  ftandard  of  his  private 
2 


judgment,  and  his  impartiality  is  fometimes 
quickened,  and  (bmetitnes  tainted,  by  his  op- 
po ft  lion  to  the  fathers.  See  the  heretics 
(Cerinthians,  Ixxx.  Ebionites,  ciii.  Carpo- 
cratians,  ex*.  Valentinians,  exxi.  Bafilidi- 
ans,  cxxiii.  Mardonitcs,  cxli,  Arc.)  under 
their  proper  dates.  3.  The  lliftoirc  Critique 
da  Manicheifme  (Amfterdam,  1734,  1739, 
in  two  vols.  in  4**,  with  a pofthumoos  dif- 
fertation  fur  les  Nazarenes,  Laufanne,  1745) 
of  M.  de  Beaufobre,  is  a treafure  of  ancient 
phiiofophy  and  theology.  The  learned  hif- 
torian  fpiits  with  incomparable  art  the  fyf- 
tematic  thread  of  opinion,  and  transforms 
himfelf  by  turns  into  the  perfon  of  a faint, 
a fage,  or  an  heretic.  Yet  his  refinement  is 
fometimes  exceftive:  he  betrays  an  amiable 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  weaker  fide,  and, 
while  be  guards  againft  calumny,  he  does  not 
allow  fufHcient  fcope  for  fuperfticion  and  fa- 
naticifm.  A copious  table  of  contents  will 
direft  the  reader  to  any  point  that  he  wifhet 
to  examine.  4.  Left  profound  than  Petavius, 
left  independent  than  Le  Clerc,  left  ingenious 
than  Beaufobre,  the  hiftorian  Moflieim  is  full, 
rational,  correct,  and  moderate,  in  his  learn- 
ed work,  De  Rebus  Chriftianis  ante  Con  (ten- 
tinum  (Hclmftadt,  1753,  in  4**),  fee  the  Ar«- 
xannet  and  Ebiemlts,  p.  172—179.  3*8- 
332.  The  Gnoftics  in  general,  p.  179,  Sec. 
Ctrmtbus,  p.  196—202.  BafiJides,  p.  352 
—361.  Carpocrates,  p.  363— 367.  Valen- 
tinus, p.  371  — 389.  Mormon,  p.  404—410. 
The  Manichxans,  p.  837,  Scq. 

might 


CHAP. 

XLVIt. 

V — v-  - ./ 

I,  A pare 
man  to  the 
Ebionites. 


Diaitized 


53+ 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP,  might  allow  a latitude  of  faith,  and  the  foftnefs  of  their  infant  creed 
XLVII.  ® 

» - f would  be  varioufly  moulded  by  the  zeal  or  prudence  of  three  hun- 
dred years.  Yet  the  moft  charitable  criticifm  mull  refufe  thefe 
fedtaries  any  knowledge  of  the  pure  and  proper  divinity  of  Chrift. 
Educated  in  the  fchool  of  Jewifh  prophecy  and  prejudice,  they  had 
never  been  taught  to  elevate  their  hopes  above  an  human  and  tem- 
poral Mefliah’.  If  they,  had  courage  to  hail  their  king  when  he 
appeared  in  a plebeian  garb,  their  grofler  apprehenfions  were  in- 
capable of  difceming  their  God,  who  had  ftudioufly  difguifed  his 
caeleflial  character  under  the  name  and  perfon  of  a mortal  ’.  The 
familiar  companions  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  converfcd  with  their  friend 
and  countryman,  who,  in  all  the  adtions  of  rational  and  animal  life, 
appeared  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  themfelves.  His  progrefs  from 
infancy  to  youth  and  manhood,  was  marked  by  a regular  increafe  in 
ftature  and  wifdom ; and  after  a painful  agony  of  mind  and  body, 
he  expired  on  the  crofs.  He  lived  and  died  for  the  fervicc  of  man- 
kind :•  but  the  life  and  death  of  Socrates  had  likewife  been  devoted 
to  the  caufe  of  religion  and  jultice ; and  although  the  ftoic  or  the 
hero  may  difdain  the  humble  virtues  of  Jefus,  the  tears  which  he 
fhcd  over  his  friend  and  country,  may  be  eflccmed  the  pure (l  evi- 
dence of  his  humanity.  The  miracles  of  the  gofpel  could  not 
aftonilh  a people  who  held,  with  intrepid  faith,  the  more  fpiendid 
prodigies  of  the  Mofaic  law.  The  prophets  of  ancient  days  had 
cured  difeafes,  raifed  the  dead,  divided  the  fea,  flopped  the  fun,  and 
afcended  to  heaven  in  a fiery  chariot.  And  the  metaphorical  ftyle  of 


1 K«*  yttf  wain*  r.futf  vet  Xfif-ct  atfy+.’int 

yttrct^Saip  fays  the  Jew 
Tryphon  (Judin,  Dialog,  p.  207.), in  the  name 
of  his  countrymen  ; and  the  modern  Jews,  the 
few  who  divert  their  thoughts  from  money  to 
religion,  dill  hcirlfte  fame  language,  and 
allege  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  prophets. 


3 Chryfodom  (Bafnage,  Hid.  des  Juift, 
tom.  v.  c.  9.  p.  183.)  and  Athanafius  (Petav. 
Dogmat.  Theolog.  tom.  v.  1.  i.  c.  2.  p.  3.) 
are  obliged  to  confefs  that  the  divinity  of 
Chrid  is  rarely  mentioned  by  himfelf  or  his 
npodlcst 
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the  Hebrews  might  afcribe  to  a faint  and  martyr,  the  adoptive  title  c ^ * p- 
of  Son  of  God.  ■ - - _r 

Yet  in  the  infufficient  creed  of  the  Nazarenes  and  the  Ebionites,  H>*birth»ad 
a diftin&ion  is  faintly  noticed  between  the  heretics,  who  confounded 
the  generation  of  Chrift  in  the  common  order  of  nature,  and  the 
lefs  guilty  fchifmatics,  who  revered  the  virginity  of  his  mother,  and 
excluded  the  aid  of  an  earthly  father.  The  incredulity  of  the 
former  was  countenanced  by  the  vifible  circumftances  of  his  birth, 
the  legal  marriage  of  his  reputed  parents,  Jofeph  and  Mary,  and  his 
lineal  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  David  and  the  inheritance  of  Judah. 

But  the  fecret  and  authentic  hiflory  has  been  recorded  in  feveral 
copies  of  the  gofpel  according  to  St.  Matthew*,  which  thefc  fe&aries 
long  preferved  in  the  original  Hebrew  ’ as  the  foie  evidence  of  their 
faith.  The  natural  fufpicions  of  the  hufband,  confcious  of  his  own 
chaftity,  were  difpelled  by  the  aflurance  (in  a dream)  that  his  wife 
was  pregnant  of  the  Holy  Ghoft:  and  as  this  diftant  and  domeftic 
prodigy  could  not  fall  under  the  perfonal  obfervation  of  the  hiftorian, 
he  mull  have  liftened  to  the  fame  voice  which  di&ated  to  Ifaiah  the 
future  conception  of  a virgin.  The  fon  of  a virgin,  generated  by 
the  ineffable  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  a creature  without 
example  or  refemblancc,  fuperior  in  every  attribute  of  mind  and  body 
to  the  children  of  Adam.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  Greek  or  • 


* The  two  firft  chapters  of  St.  Matthew  did 
not  exift  in  the  Ebionitc  copies  (Epiphan. 
Hawef.  xxx.  13.) ; and  the  miraculous  con- 
ception is  one  of  the  Jaft  articles  which  Dr. 
Prieftly  has  curtailed  from  his  fcanty  creed. 

* It  is  probable  enough  that  the  firft  of  the 
gofpels  for  the  ufeof  the  Jewilh  converts,  was 
compofed  in  the  Hebrew  or  Syriac  idiom : the 
fad  is  attefled  by  a chain  of  fathers  — Papist, 
Jrcnarus,  Origen,  Jerom,  kc.  It  is  devoutly 
believed  by  the  Catholics,  and  admitted  by 
Cafaubon,  Grotius,  and  Ifaac  VofSus,  among 


the  proreftant  critics.  But  this  Hebrew  go- 
fpcl  of  St.  Matthew  is  moil  unaccountably 
loft ; and  we  may  accuie  the  diligence  or  fi- 
delity  of  the  primitive  churches,  who  have 
preferred  the  unauthorized  verfion  of  fotne. 
namclefs  Greek.  Erafmui  and  his  followers, 
who  refped  our  Greek  text  as  the  original 
gofpel,  deprive  themfclves  of  the  evidence 
which  declares  it  to  be  the  work  of  an  apoftle. 
See  Simon,  Hift.  Critique;  See.  tom.iii.  C.  5 
— 9.  p.47—101.  and'The  Prolegomena  of 
Mill  and  VVctftein  to  (he  New  Teftament. 
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CHAP.  Chaldean  philofophy ‘,  the  Jews’  were  perfuaded  of  the  pre- 
. XLVU'  . exigence,  tranfmigration,  and  immortality  of  fouls;  and  Providence 
■was  juftified  by  a fuppofition,  that  they  were  confined  in  their 
earthly  prifon*  to  expiate  the  ftains  which  they  had  contra&ed  in  a 
former  ftate*.  But  the  degrees  of  purity  and  corruption  are  almoft 
immeafurable.  It  might  be  fairly  prefumed,  that  the  moft  fublime 
and  virtuous  of  human  fpirits  was  infufed  into  the  offspring  of  Mary 
and  the  Hdy  Ghoft”;  that  his  abafement  wa3  the  refult  of  his- 
voluntary  choice ; and  that  the  objed  of  his  miffion  was,  to  purify, 
not  his  own,  but  the  fins  of  the  world.  On  his  return  to  his  native 
Ikies,  he  received  the  immenfe  reward  of  his  obedience;  the  ever- 
lafting  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah,  which  had  been  darkly  foretold  by  the 
prophets,  under  the  carnal  images  of  peace,  of  conqueft,  and  of  do- 
minion. Omnipotence  could  enlarge  the  human  faculties  of  Chrift 
to  the  extent  of  his  cadefUal  office.  In  the  language  of  antiquity, 
the  title  of  God  has  not  been  feverely  confined  to  the  firft  parent, 
and  his  incomparable  minifter,  his  only  begotten  Son,  might  claim, 
without  prefumption,  the  religious,  though  fecondary,  worlhip  of  a. 
fubjed  world. 

The  metsphyfics  of  the  foot  *re  difen-  iffencc,  before  their  onion  with  the  body, 
gaged  by  Cicero  (Tufcolan.  I.  i.)  and  Maxi-  3.  That  they  hare  been  propagated  from  the 
jmii  of  Tyre  (Diflertat.  xvi.)  from  the  intri-  original  flock  of  Adam,  who  contained  in 
cacics  of  dialogue,  which  fometimea  amufe,  himfelf  the  mental  as  well  as  the  corporeal 
end  often  perplex,  the  readers  of  the  Pitt-  feed  of  his  poflerity.  4.  That  each  fool  is 
irtt,  the  PbttJin,  and  the  Lmui  of  Plato.  oceaflonally  created  and  embodied  in  the 
’ The  difciples  of  Jefus  were  perfuaded  moment  of  conception.— The  laft  of  thefe 
that  a man  might  have  finned  before  he  was  fentiments  appears  to  have  prevailed  among 
born  (John,  ix.  2.).  and  the  Pharifees  held  the  moderns  ; and  oar  fpiritaal  hiflory  is 
the  tranfmigration  of  virtuous  fouls  (Jofeph.  grown  lefs  fublime,  without  becoming  more 
de  Bell.  Judaico,  1.  ii.  c.  7.) ; and  a modem  intelligible. 

Rabbi  is  modefily  allured  that  Hermes,  Py-  » 'On  <i  r»  dt'X’,  a r»  At**  — was 

thagoras,  Plato,  Sic.  derived  their  metapby-  one  of  the  fifteen  herefics  imputed  to  Origetv 
Get  from  his  iiluffrious  countrymen.  and  denied  byhis  apologifl  (Photius,  Bihli- 

* Four  different  opinions  have  been  enter-  othec.  cod.  cxvii.  p.  296.).  Some  of  the 
tained  concern;  ,g  the  origin  of  human  fouls.  Rabbis  aiuibute  one  and  the  fame  foul  to- 
».  That  they  are  eternal  and  divine.  2.  That  the  perfons  of  Adam,  David,  and  the  Mef- 
tbey  were  created,  in  a feparate  flats  of  ex*  fiah.  j*n, 
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II.  The  feeds  of  the  faith,  which  had  flowly  arifen  in  the  rocky  Chap. 

and  ungrateful  foil  of  Judea,  were  tranfplanted,  in  full  maturity,  to  * /• 

the  happier  climes  of  the  Gentiles ; and  the  ftrangers  of  Rome  or  Go^ufthe 
Afia,  who  never  beheld  the  manhood,  were  the  more  readily  dif-  Doccles" 
pofed  to  embrace  the  divinity,  of  Chrift.  The  polytheift  and  the 
philofopher,  the  Greek  and  the  Barbarian,  were  alike  accuftomed 
to  conceive  a long  fucceflion,  an  infinite  chain  of  angels  or  daemons, 
or  deities,  or  aeons,  or  emanations,  ifluing  from  the  throne  of  light. 

Nor  could  it  feem  ftrange  or  incredible,  that  the  firft  of  thefe  aeons, 
the  Logos,  or  word  of  God,  of  the  fame  fubftancc  with  the  Father, 

Ihould  defeend  upon  earth,  to  deliver  the  human  race  from  vice  and 
error,  and  to  conduct  them  in  the  paths  of  life  and  immortality. 

But  the  prevailing  doeftrinc  of  the  eternity  and  inherent  pravity  of 
matter,  infected  the  primitive  churches  of  the  Eaft.  Many  among 
the  Gentile  profelytes,  refufed  to  believe  that  a cteleQaal  fpirit,  an 
undivided  portion  of  the  firft  eflence,  had  been  perfonally  united 
with  a mafs  of  impure  and  contaminated  flelh : and,  in  their  zeal 
for  tiie  divinity,  they  pioufly  abjured  the  humanity,  of  Chrift. 

While  his  blood  was  ftill  recent  on  mount  Calvary  ",  the  Docetes , a 
numerous  and  learned  fe£t  of  Afiatics,  invented  the  pbantajlic  fyftem, 
which  was  afterwards  propagated  by  the  Marcionitcs,  {he  Mani- 
chneans,  and  the  various  names  of  the  Gnoftic  herefy  “.  They  de- 
nied the  truth  and  authenticity  of  the  gofpels,  as  far  as  they  relate 
the  conception  of  Mary,  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  the  thirty  years 


10  Apoftolis  adhue  in  fcculo  fupcrftitibus, 
apud  Judxam  Chrifti  fanguinc recentc,  Phan- 
tasma dopuni  corpus  aflerebatur.  Hicro- 
nym.  adverf.  Lucifer,  c.  8.  The  epiftle  of 
Ignatius  to  the  5myn;eans,  and  even  the  go- 
fpel  according  to  St.‘  John,  afe  levelled  againft 
the  growing  error  of  the  Docetes,  who  had 
obtained  too  much  credit  in  the  world  (i  John, 


11  About  the  year  ico  of  the  Chriftian  xra, 
Jrenarus  and  Hippolytus  refuted  the  thirty- 
two  fc£ls,  Tits  4,|^N>flv  ymet*;,  which  had 
multiplied  to  fourfeore  in  the  time  of  Epi- 
phan/us  (Phot.  Biblioth. cod.  exx, Cxxi, CJtxii.). 
The  five  books  of  Lentous  exift  only  in  bar- 
barous Latin  ; but  the  original  might  per- 
haps be  found  in  feme  monalirry  of  Greece. 
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that  preceded  the  cxercife  of  his  miniftry.  Lie  firft  appeared  on  the 
banks  of  the  Jordan  in  the  form  of  perfect  manhood ; but  it  was  a 
form  only,  and  not  a fubftance ; an  human  figure  created  by  the 
hand  of  Omnipotence  to  imitate  the  faculties  and  a&ions  of  a man, 
and  to  impofe  a perpetual  illulion  on  the  fenfes  of  his  friends  and 
enemies.  Articulate  founds  vibrated  on  the  ears  of  the  difciples; 
but  the  image  which  was  imprefled  on  their  optic  nerve,  eluded  the 
more  flubborn  evidence  of  the  touch ; and  they  enjoyed  the  fpiritual, 
not  the  corporeal,  prefence  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  rage  of  the 
Jews  was  idly  wafted  againft  an  impaffive  phantom ; and  the  myftic 
fcencs  of  the  paflion  and  death,  the  refurrcction  and  afeenfton  cf 
Chrift,  were  reprefented  on  the  theatre  of  Jcrufalem  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind.  If  it  were  urged,  that  fuch  ideal  mimicry,  fuch  in- 
ccflant  deception,  was  unworthy  of  the  God  of  truth,  the  Docctes 
agreed  with  too  many  of  their  orthodox  brethren  in  the  juftification 
of  pious  falfehood.  In  the  fyftem  of  the  Gnoftics,  the  Jehovah  of 
Ifrael,  the  creator  of  this  lower  world,  was  a rebellious,  or  at  lead 
an  ignorant  fpirit.  The  Son  of  God  defeended  upon  earth  to  abolifh 
his  temple  and  his  law;  and,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  this  falutary 
end,  he  dexteroufly  transferred  to  his  own  perfon  the  hope  and 
prcdi&ion  of  a temporal  Mefliah. 

One  of  the  moft  fubtle  difputants  of  the  Manichrean  fchool,  has 
prefled  the  danger  and  indecency  of  fuppofing,  that  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians,  in  the  ftatc  of  an  human  feetus,  emerged  at  the  end  of 
nine  months  from  a female  womb.  The  pious  horror  of  his  anta- 
gonifts  provoked  them  to  diiclaim  all  fenfual  circumftances  of  con- 
ception and  delivery;  to  maintain,  that  the  divinity  palled  through 
Mary  like  a fun-beam  through  a plate  of  glafs  ; and  to  aflert,  that 
the  feal  of  her  virginity  remained  unbroken  even  at  the  moment 

when  fhe  became  the  mother  of  Chrift,  *But  the  ralhnefs  of  thefe 
C*  , 

conceflions  has  encouraged  a milder  fentiment  of  thofe  Docetes, 

Cwho 
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who  taught,  not  that  Chrid  was  a phantom,  but  that  he  was  clothed 
with  an  impaflible  and  incorruptible  body.  Such,  indeed,  in  the 
more  orthodox  fydem  he  has  acquired  fince  his  rcfurre&ion, 
and  fuch  he  mud  have  always  polTefled,  if  it  were  capable  of  per- 
vading, without  refidarice  or  injury,  the  denfity  of  intermediate 
matter.  Devoid  of  its  mod  edcnlial  properties,  it  might  be  exempt 
from  the  attributes  and  infirmities  of  the  flcfh.  A foetus  that  could 
increafe  from  an  invifible  point  to  its  full  maturity;  a child  that 
could  attain  the  daturc  of  perfect  manhood,  without  deriving  any 
nourifliment  from  the  ordinary  fources,  might  continue  to  exid 
without  repairing  a daily  wade  by  a daily  fupply  of  external  matter. 
Jefus  might  fliare  the  repads  of  his  difciples,  without  being 
fubjeid  to  the  calls  of  third  or  hunger;  and  his  virgin  purity  was 
never  fullied  by  the  involuntary  dains  of  fenfual  concupifcence.  Of 
a body  thus  fingularly  condituted,  a quefiion  would  arife,  by  what 
means,  and  of  what  materials,  it  was  originally  framed  ; and  our 
founder  theology  is  dartled  by  an  anfwer  which  was  not  peculiar  to 
the  Gnodics,  that  both  the  form  and  the  fubdance  proceeded  from 
the  divine  eflence.  The  idea  of  pure  and  abfolute  fpirit  is  a refine- 
ment of  modern  philofophy ; the  incorporeal  eflcnce,  aferibed  by 
the  ancients  to  human  fouls,  cadedial  beings,  and  even  the  Deity 
himfelf,  does  not  exclude  the  notion  of  extended  fpace;  and  their 
imagination  was  fatisfied  with  a fubtle  nature  of  air,  or  fire,  or 
aether,  incomparably  more  perfect  than  the  groflhefs  of  the  material 
world.  If  we  define  the  place,  we  mud  deferibe  the  figure,  of  the 
Deity.  Our  experience,  perhaps  our  vanity,  reprefents  the  powers 
of  reafon  and  virtue  under  an  human  form.  The  Anthropomor- 
phites,  who  fwarmed  agjong  the  monks  of  Egypt  and  the  Catholics 
of  Africa,  could  produce  the  exprel's  declaration  of  fcriptijjj,  that  man 
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chap.  was  made  after  the  image  of  his  Creator  **.  The  venerable  Serapion, 
' one  of  the  faints  of  the  Nitrian  defert,  relinquifhed,  with  many  a 
tear,  his  darling  prejudice;  and  bewailed,  like  an  infant,  his  un- 
lucky converfion,  which  had  ftolen  away  his  God,  and  left  his  mind 
without  any  vifible  objedt  of  faith  or  devotion 
III.  Double  III,  Such  were  the  fleeting  (hadows  of  the  Docetes.  A more  fub- 
Ce"  ftantial,  though  lefs  Ample  hypothefis,  was  contrived  by  Cerinthus 
of  Afla  who  dared  to  oppofe  the  laft  of  the  apoftles.  Placed  on 
the  confines  of  the  Jewifli  and  Gentile  world,  he  laboured  to  recon- 
cile the’Gnoftic  with  the  Ebionite,  by  confefling  in  the  fame  Mefliah 
the  fupernatural  union  of  a man  and  a God : and  this  myftic  dodtrine 
was  adopted  with  many  fanciful  improvements  by  Carpocrates,  Ba- 
Alides,  and  Valentine1’,  the  heretics  of  the  Egyptian  fchool.  In 

their 


11  The  pilgrim  Caftan,  who  ^faed  Egypt 
in  the  beginning  of  the  v,h  century,  obferves 
and  laments  the  reign  of  anthropomorphifra 
among  the  monks,  who  were  not  confcious 
that  they  embraced  the  fyftem  of  Epicurus 
(Cicero,  de  Nat.  Deorum,  i.  18.  34.)*  Ab 
univerfo  propemodum  generp  monachorum, 
qui  per  totam  provinciam  Egyptum  mora- 
bantur,  pro  fjmp'icitatis  errore  fufeeptum 
eft,  ut  e contrario  memoratum  pontificem 
( Thee} kilns)  velut  h.xrcfi  graviftma  depra- 
vatom,  pars  maxima  feniorum  ab  univerfo  fra* 
ternitatis  corpore  dccerneret  deteftandum 
(Caftan,  Collation,  x.  2.).  As  long  as  St. 
Auguftin  remained  a Manicharan,  he  was 
fcandalized  by  the  anthropomorphifm  of  the 
vulgar  Catholics. 

11  Ita  eft  in  oratione  fencx  mente  confufus, 
co  quod  illam  imaginem  Deita- 

tis,  quam  proponere  fibi  in  oratione  confue- 
verat  aboleri  de  fuo  corde  fentirer,  fit  in  ama- 
pftmo*  fletus,  crebrofque  filigultuf  repent* 
pYorumpens,  in  terram  proftratus,  cum  cjulatft 
vaiidiffimo  pro^Jmarct  j ilea  me  mife- 


rum  !”  tulerunt  a me  Deum  meum,  et  quern 
nunc  tencam  non  habeo,  vel  quern  adorem, 
aot  intcrpcllcm  jam  nefcio.  Caftan,  Collar. 
x«  2. 

Sr.  John  and  Cerinthus  (A.  D.  80. 
Cleric.  Hift.  Ecdef.  p.493.)  accidentally  met 
in  the  public  bath  of  Ephefus ; but  the  apoftle 
fled  from  the  heretic,  left  the  building  (hould 
tumble  on  their  heads.  This  fool i Hi  ftory, 
reprobated  by  Dr.  Middleton  (Mifccllaneous 
Works,  vol.  ii. ),  is  related  however  by  Ire* 
nxus  (iii.  3.),  on  the  evidence  of  Polycarp, 
and  was  probably  fuitrd  to  the  time  and  re- 
faience  of  Cerinthus.  The  obfolcte,  yet 
probably  the  true,  reading  of  t John,  iv.  3, 
— 0 Xt>»*  to*  I V.W*- alludes  to  the  double  na- 
ture of  that  primitive  heretic. 

11  The  Valentinians  embraced  a complex, 
and  almoft  incoherent,  fyllcro.  1 . Both  Chrirt 
and  Jcfus  were  arons,  though  of  different  de- 
grees ; the  one  atting  as  the  rational  foul, 
the  other  as  the  divine  fpirit  of  the  Saviour. 
2.  At  the  of  the  paffion,  they  both  re- 
tired, and.lcii  only  a fen  fi  live  foul  and  an 

human 
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their  eyes,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  a mere  mortal,  the  legitimate  fon  CHAP, 
of  Jofeph  and  Mary  : but  he  was  the  bell  and  wifeft  of  the  human  . - - * 
race,  fcle&ed  as  the  worthy  inftrument  to  reftore  upon  earth  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  and  fupreme  Deity.  When  he  was  baptifed  in 
the  Jordan,  the  Christ,  the  firft  of  the  aeons,  the  Son  of  God  him- 
felf,  defccnded  on  Jcfus  in  the  form  of  a dove,  to  inhabit  his  mind, 
and  dircdt  his  actions  during  the  allotted  period  of  his  miniflry. 

When  the  Meffiah  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  the 
Chrift,  an  immortal  and  impaflible  being,  forfook  his  earthly  taber- 
nacle, flew  back  to  the  pleroma  or  world  of  fpirits,  and  left  the  foli- 
tary  Jefus  to  fufier,  to  complain,  and  to  expire.  But  the  juftice 
and  generofity  of  fuch  a defertion  are  ftrongly  queftionable  ; and 
the  fate  of  an  innocent  martyr,  at  firft  impelled,  and  at  length  aban- 
doned, by  his  divine  companion,  might  provoke  the  pity  and  indig- 
nation of  the  profane.  Their  murmurs  were  varioufly  filenced  by 
the  fedtaries  who  efpoufed  and  modified  the  double  fyftem  of  Ce- 
rinthus.  It  was  alleged,  that  when  Jefus  was  nailed  to  the  crofs, 
he  was  endowed  with  a miraculous  apathy  of  mind  and  body,  which 
rendered  him  infcnfible  of  his  apparent  fufferiugs.  It  was  affirmed, 
that  thefe  momentary,  though  real  pangs,  would  be  abundantly  re- 
paid by  the  temporal  reign  of  a thoufand  years  referved  for  the  Met- 
fiah  in  his  kingdom  of  the  new  Jerufalem.  It  was  infinuated,  that 
if  he  fuflered,  he  deferved  to  fuffer ; that  human  nature  is  never  ab- 


folutely  perfect ; and  that  the  crofs  and  paffion  might  ferve  to  ex- 
piate the  venial  tranfgrcffions  of  the  fon  of  Jofeph,  before  his  myfle- 
rious  union  with  the  Son  of  God“. 

IV.  All 

human  body.  3.  Even  that  body  wa,  xthy-  and  the  Valentiniana  onderltood  thcmfelvea. 
real,  and  perhaps  apparent.  — Such  art  thd  . ,e  The  heretics  abufed  the  pallionaie  ejt- 
laborious  conclufions  of  Mofejra.  But  I clamation  of  “ My  God,  my  God,  why  haft 
much  doubt  whether  the  L'iftih  Uranftator  thou  for/akatmtV*  Roufteatu  who  has  drawn 
undeiftocd  lren.cus,  and  whether  Irenxua  an  eloquent,  but  indeeent,S|rarallcl  between 

Chrift 
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<T-» 


o 


Digitized  by  Google 


5+* 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 

XLVII. 


IV.  Divine 
incarnation 
of  Apollina- 
ris. 


IV.  All  thofe  who  believe  the  immateriality  of  the  foul,  a fpecious 
and  noble  tenet,  null  confefs,  from  their  prefent  experience,  the  in- 
comprchenfible  union  of  mind  and  matter.  A fimilar  union  is  not 
inconfiflent  with  a much  higher,  or  even  with  the  higheft  degree,  of 
mental  faculties ; and  the  incarnation  of  an  xon  or  archangel,  the 
mod  perfefl  of  created  fpirits,  does  not  involve  any  pofitive  contra- 
diction or  abfurdity.  In  the  age  of  religious  freedom,  which  was 
determined  by  the  council  of  Nice,  the  dignity  of  Chrifl:  was  mea- 
fured  by  private  judgment  according  to  the  indefinite  rule  of  ferip- 
ture,  or  rcafon,  or  tradition.  But  when  his  pure  and  proper  divi- 
nity had  been  eftablilhed  on  the  ruins  of  Arianifm,  the  faith  of  the 
Catholics  trembled  on  the  edge  of  a precipice  where  it  was  irnpofTi- 
blc  to  recede,  dangerous  to  Hand,  dreadful  to  fall  j and  the  manifold 
inconveniences  of  their  creed  were  aggravated  by  the  fublime  cha- 
racter of  their  theology.  They  helitated  to  pronounce  ; that  God 
himfelf,  the  fccond  perfon  of  an  equal  and  confubftantial  trinity, 
was  manifefted  in  the  flefh  " ; that  a being  who  pervades  the  uni- 
verfc,  had  been  confined  in  the  womb  of  Mary  ; that  his  eternal 
duration  had  been  marked  by  the  days,  and  months,  and  years  of 
human  exigence ; that  the  Almighty  had  been  feourged  and  cruci- 
fied ; that  his  impafiible  cflTence  had  felt  pain  and  nnguilh  ; that  his 


Chrlil  and  Socrates,  forgets  that  not  a word 
of  impatience  or  dcfpair  efcaped  from  the 
mouth  of  the  dying  philofopher.  In  the 
Mefiiah,  fuch  fentiments  could  be  only  ap- 
parent ; and  fuch  ill-founding  words  arc  pro- 
perly explained  as  the  application  of  a pfaltn 
and  prophecy. 

17  This  (Iron^  expreflion  might  be  juftified 
by  the  language  of  St.  Paul  (i  Tim.  iii.  16  ) ; 
but  we  are  deceived  by  our  modern  biblcs. 
The  word  0 (which)  was  altered  to  (U*  (God) 
at  Conflantinopk*  in  the  beginning  of  the  vllh 


century  : the  true  reading,  which  is  vifible  in 
the  Latin  and  Syriac  veriions,  dill  exilh  in 
the  reafoning  of  the  Greek,  as  well  as  of  the 
Latin  fathers;  and  this  fraud,  with  that  of 
the  three  witntfet  of  $t.  John,  is  admirably 
dctcllcd  by  Sir  Ifiac  Newton.  (See  his  two 
Letters  tranflated  by  M.  dc  Mifly,  in  the  Jour- 
nal Britanniquc,  tom.xv.  p.  148  — 190.  351 
— 390.)  J have  weighed  the  arguments,  and 
may  yield  to  the  authority  of  the  fir  ft  of  philo- 
fophers,  whoj^v-v?  deeply  ikiiled  in  critical 
and  thcologW  iludies. 
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omnifcience  was  not  exempt  from  ignorance ; and  that  the  fource  c yA  H. 

of  life  and  immortality  expired  on  mount  Calvary.  Thefe  alarming  < , — — < 

confequences  were  affirmed  with  unbluffiing  fimplicity  by  Apolli- 
naris",  bifhop  of  Laodicea,  and  one  of  the  luminaries  of  the  church. 

The  fon  of  a learned  grammarian,  he  was  (killed  in  all  the  feiences 
of  Greece;  eloquence,  erudition,  and  philofophy,  confpicuous  in 
the  volumes  of  Apollinaris,  were  humbly  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
religion.  The  worthy  friend  of  Athanalius,  the  worthy  antagonift 
of  Julian,  he  bravely  wreftlcd  with  the  Arians  and  Polytheifts,  and, 
though  he  affeded  the  rigour  of  geometrical  demonftration,  his  com- 
mentaries revealed  the  literal  and  allegorical  fenfe  of  the  feriptures. 

A myftery,  which  had  long  floated  in  the  loofenefs  of  popular  belief, 
was  delined  by  his  perverfc  diligence  in  a technical  form  ; and  he 
fnft  proclaimed  the  memorable  words,  “ One  incarnate  nature  of 
“ Chrift,”  which  arc  dill  re-echoed  with  hoftile  clamours  in  the 
churches  of  Afia,  Egypt,  and  ./Ethiopia.  He  taught  that  the  God- 
head was  united  or  mingled  with  the  body  of  a man ; and  that  the 
Logos , the  eternal  wifdom,  fupplied  in  the  flefli  the  place  and  office 
of  an  human  foul.  Yet  as  the  profound  dodor  had  been  terrified 
at  his  own  rafhnefs,  Apollinaris  was  heard  to  mutter  fome  faint  ac- 
cents of  excufe  and  explanation.  He  acquiefced  in  the  old  diftinc- 
tion  of  the  Greek  philofophers,  between  the  rational  and  fenfitive 
foul  of  man;  that  he  might  referve  the  Logos  for  intclledual  fundions, 
and  employ  the  fubordinate  human  principle  in  the  meaner  adions 
of  animal  life.  With  the  moderate  Docctes,  he  revered  Mary  as 
the  fpiritual,  rather  than  as  the  carnal,  mother  of  Chrift,  whofe  body 
either  came  from  heaven,  impaffiblc  and  incorruptible,  or  was  ab- 


11  For  Apollinaris  and  his  feft,  fee  Socra- 
tes, 1.  ii.  c.  46.  I.  its.  c.  16.  Sozomen,  1.  v, 
c.  18.  1.  vi.  c.  25.  27.  TheodJL  I.  v.  3. 
10,  ll.  Tillemont,  MemoirffrlLclefiaf- 
liqucs,  tom.  vii.  p.  602—638.  Not.  p.789 
— 794. Venife,  J732.  The  contem- 


porary faint*  always  mention  the  bllhop  of 
Laodicea  as  a friend  and  brother.  The  ityle 
of  the  more  recent  hiftoriane  is  hard)  and 
hoilite  ; yet  Philoftorgius  compare*  him 
(I.  vail*  c.  1 1— 1 5.)  to  Dafil  and  Gregory. 

forbed, 


Digitized  by  Google 


544 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C H^A  P.  forbed,  and  as  it  were  transformed,  into  the  eflence  of  the  Deity. 
j The  fyftem  of  Apollinaris  was  flrenuoufly  encountered  by  the  Afiatic 
and  Syrian  divines,  whole  fchools  are  honoured  by  the  names  of 
Bafil,  Gregory,  and  Chryfodom,  and  tainted  by  thofe  of  Diodorus, 
Theodore,  and  Neftorius.  But  the  perfon  of  the  aged  bilhop  of 
Laodicea,  his  character  and  dignity,  remained  inviolate  ; and  his 
rivals,  fince  we  may  not  fufpett  them  of  the  wcaknefs  of  toleration, 
were  adonilhed,  perhaps,  by  the  novelty  of  the  argument,  and  diffi- 
dent of  the  final  fentencc  of  the  Catholic  church.  Her  judgment 
at  length  inclined  in  their  favour ; the  herefy  of  Apollinaris  was 
condemned,  and  the  feparate  congregations  of  his  difciplcs  were  pro- 
feribed  by  the  Imperial  laws.  But  his  principles  were  fecretly  enter- 
tained in  the  monadcries  of  Egypt,  and  his  enemies  felt  the  hatred 
of  Theophilus  and  Cyril  the  fucceffive  patriarchs  of  Alexandria, 
v.  Orthodox  V.  The  groveling  Ebionite,  and  the  phantaflic  Docetes,  were  re- 
verbat  dif-d  je^ed  and  forgotten:  the  recent  zeal  againfl  the  errors  of  Apollinaris, 
put*#.  reduced  the  Catholics  to  a feeming  agreement  with  the  double  nature 
of  Cerinthus.  But  inficad  of  a temporary  and  occafional  alliance, 
they  eflablifhed,  and  we  ftill  embrace,  the  fubftantial,  indifloluble,  and 
everlafling  union  of  a perfcdl  God,  with  a perfect  man,  of  the  fecond 
perfon  of  the  trinity  with  a reafonable  foul  and  human  flelh.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century,  the  unity  of  the  two  natures  was 
. the  prevailing  dodrine  of  the  church.  On  all  fides,  it  was  confefled, 

that  the  mode  of  their  co-cxiftencc  could  neither  be  reprefented  by 
our  ideas  nor  exprefled  by  our  language.  Yet  a fecret  and  in- 
curable difeord  was  cherifhed,  between  thofe  who  were  mod  appre- 
henfive  of  confounding,  and  thofe  who  were  mod  fearful  of  fepa- 
rating,  the  divinity,  and  the  humanity  of  Chrid.  Impelled  by  re- 
ligious frenzy,  they  fled  with  adverfe  hgk  from  the  error  which 
they  mutually  deemed  mod  dedruclive  oMuth  and  falvation.  On 


either  hand  they  were  anxious  to 
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fend,  the  union  and  the  didin£tion  of  the  two  natures,  and  to  in- 
vent fuch  forms  of  fpeech,  fuch  fymbols  of  doctrine,  as  were  lead 
fufccptible  of  doubt  or  ambiguity.  The  poverty  of  ideas  and 
language  tempted  them  to  ranfack  art  and  nature  for  every  poflible 
comparifon,  and  each  comparifon  milled  their  fancy  in  the  expla- 
nation of  an  incomparable  myftery.  In  the  polemic  microfcopc,  an 
atom  is  enlarged  to  a monder,  and  each  party  was  Ikilful  to  ex- 
aggerate the  abfurd  or  impious  conclulions  that  might  be  extorted 
from  the  principles  of  their  adverfaries.  To  efcapc  from  each  other, 
they  wandered  through  many  a dark  and  devious  thicket,  till  they 
were  aftonilhed  by  the  horrid  phantoms  of  Cerinthus  and  Apolli- 
naris,  who  guarded  the  oppofite  ilfues  of  the  theological  labyrinth. 
As  foon  as  they  beheld  the  twilight  of  fenfe  and  herefy,  they  darted, 
meafured  back  their  deps,  and  were  again  involved  in  the  gloom  of 
impenetrable  orthodoxy.  To  purge  themfelves  from  the  guilt  or 
reproach  of  damnable  error,  they  difavowed  their  confequences,  ex- 
plained their  principles,  excufcd  their  indiferetions,  and  unanimdufly 
pronounced  the  founds  of  concord  and  faith.  Yet  a latent  and  al- 
mod  invifible  fpark  dill  lurked  among  the  embers  of  controverfy : 
by  the  breath  of  prejudice  and  paflion,  it  was  quickly  kindled  to  a 
mighty  flame,  and  the  verbal  difputcs  **  of  the  Oriental  fedts  have 
Ihaken  the  pillars  of  the  church  and  date. 

The  name  of  Cyril  of  Alexandria  is  famous  in  controverfia! 
dory,  and  the  title  of  faint , is  a mark  that  his  opinions  and  his 
party  have  finally  prevailed.  In  the  houfe  of  his  uncle,  the  arch- 

*•  I appeal  to  the  confeffion  of  two  Orien-  and  differ  only  in  the  Oor  mod 

tal  prelates,  Gregory  Abulpharagius  the  Ja-  learned  and  rational  divines — Bafnage,  Le 
cobite  primate  of  the  Eart,  and  Elias  the  Clcrc,  Beaufobrr,  La  Croie,  Mofheim,  Ja- 
Ncllorian  metropolitan  of  Dfmafcui  (fee  blonflci— are  inclined  to  favour  this  charitable 
Afleman.  Bib.liothec. Oriental.  Jfcii.  p.  ajt.  judgment;  but  the  real  of  Petaviu*  is  loud 
tom.  iii.  p.  5 14.  &c.),  that  thewKchites,  Ja-  and  angry,  and  the  rooJcracion  of  Dupin  is 
cobiles,  Neftoriant,  &c.  agree  in  the  conveyed  in  a vvhifper. 
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bifliop  Thcopliilus,  he  imbibed  the  orthodox  Jeflons  of  zeal  and 
dominion,  and  five  years  of  his  youth  were  profitably  fpent  in  the 
adjacent  monaftcries  of  Nitria.  Under  the  tuition  of  the  abbot 
Serapion,  he  applied  himfelf  to  ecclciiaftical  ftudics,  with  fuch  inde- 
fatigable ardour,  that  in  the  courfc  of  one  (lccplcfs  night,  he  has 
perufed  the  four  gofpels,  the  catholic  epiilles,  and  the  epidlc  to  the 
Romans.  Origen  he  detefted  ; but  the  writings  of  Clemens  and 
Dionyfius,  of  Athanafius  and  Bafil,  were  continually  in  his  hands : 
by  the  theory  and  practice  of  difpute,  his  faith  was  confirmed  and 
his  wit  was  (harpened  ; he  extended  round  his  cell  the  cobwebs  of 
fcholaftic  theology,  and  meditated  the  works  of  allegory  and  meta- 
phyfics,  whole  remains,  in  feven  verbofe  folios,  now  peaceably 
(lumber  by  the  fide  of  their  rivals”.  Cyril  prayed  and  faded  in  the 
defert,  but  his  thoughts  (it  is  the  reproach  of  a friend”)  were  dill 
fixed  on  the  world;  and  the  call  of  Thcopliilus,  who  fummoned 
him  to  the  tumult  of  cities  and  fynods,  was  too  readily  obeyed  by 
the  afpiring  hermit.  With  the  approbation  of  his  uncle,  he  a (Turned 
the  office,  and  acquired  the  fame,-  of  a popular  preacher.  His 
comely  perl'on  adorned  the  pulpit,  the  harmony  of  his  voice  re- 
founded in  the  cathedral,  his  friends  were  dationed  to  lead  or  fecond 
the  applaufc  of  the  congregation  ”,  and  the  hady  notes  of  the  feribes 
preferved  his  difeourfes,  which,  in  their  e(Te£t,  though  not  in  their 
compofition,  might  be  compared  with  thofe  of  the  Athenian  orators. 
The  death  of  Theophilus  expanded  and  realifed  the  hopes  of  his 

La  Croze  (Hid.  du  Chriflianifme  da 
Indcs,  tom.  i.  p.  24  ) avows  his  contempt  for 
the  genius  and  writings  of  Cyril.  De  tous 
les  ouvrages  des  sneiens,  il  y en  a peo  qu’on 
life  avec  moins  d'utilite  ; and  Dupin  (Bibli- 
otheque  Eccleliartique,  tom.  iv.  p.  42—52.), 
in  words  of  refpc£l,  teaches  os  to  defptfe 
ihem. 

**  Of  Iftdore  of  Pclufium  (I.  i.  epift.  2$. 


p.  8.).  As  the  letter  is  not  of  the  moll  cre- 
ditable forr,  Tillemont,  lefs  fincere  than  the 
Bollandifts,  afiefla  a doobt  whether  this  Cyril 
is  the  nephew  of  Theophilus  (Mem.  Ecclef. 
tom.  xiv.  p.  268.). 

**  A gj^apjarian  is  named  by  Socrates 
(1.  vii.  f «k  a*(**TK(  nr 

KcfaXAtf  mPHI  Jrtii  wip*  to  K(f,ru;  it  t*<,‘  Jt- 
tteexafrat;  attTir  tytuui  151  mrstiit:Tsr<K,« 

nephew. 

■m. 
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nephew.  The  clergy  of  Alexandria  was  divided ; the  foldicrs  and  C A P. 

their  general  fupported  the  claims  of  the  archdeacon ; but  a refiftlefs  v 

multitude,  with  voices  and  with  hands,  aliened  the  caufe  of  their 
favourite ; and,  after  a period  of  thirty-nine  years,  Cyril  was  feated 
on  the  throne  of  Athanafius1'. 

The  prize  was  not  unworthy  of  his  ambition.  At  a diltance  HU  tyranny, 

A.  D.  41 3, 

from  the  court,  and  at  the  head  of  an  immenfe  capital,  the  patriarch,  414, 413, &c. 
as  he  was  now  ftyled,  of  Alexandria  had  gradually  ufurped  the  Hate  and 
authority  of  a civil  magiftrate.  The  public  and  private  charities  of 
the  city  were  managed  by  his  diferetion ; his  voice  inflamed  or  ap. 
pcafed  the  paflions  of  the  multitude;  his  commands  were  blindly 
obeyed  by  his  numerous  and  fanatic  parabolaiii'*,  familiarifed  in 
their  daily  office  with  feenes  of  death ; and  the  prxfcdls  of  Egypt 
were  awed  or  provoked  by  the  temporal  power  of  thefe  Chriftian 
pontiffs.  Ardent  in  the  profecution  of  herefy,  Cyril  aufpicioufly 
opened  his  reign  by  opprefling  the  Novatians,  the  mod  innocent  and 
harmlefs  of  the  fedaries.  The  interdiction  of  their  religious  wor- 
fhip,  appeared  in  his  eyes  a juft;  and  meritorious  aCt ; and  he  con- 
fifcated  their  holy  veflels,  without  apprehending  the  guilt  of  facri- 
lege.  The  toleration,  and  even  the  privileges  of  the  Jews,  who 
had  multiplied  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand,  were  fecured  by  the 
laws  of  the  Crefars  and  Ptolemies,  and  a long  prefeription  of  feven 


%i  See  ihe  youth  and  promotion  cf  Cyril,  plague  of  GaHicnus  to  vifit  the  fick  and  to 
in  Socrates  (t,  vii.  c.  7.)  and  Kcnaudot  (Hilt.  bury  the  dead.  They  gradually  enlarged; 
Patriarch.  Alexandria  p.  106.  108.).  The  abufed  and  fold  the  privileges  of  thetr  order. 
Abbe  Renaudot  drew  his  materials  from  the  Their  outrageous  conduct  under  the  reign  of 
Arabic  hifiory  of  Severn?,  bifliop  of  Hermo-  Cyril  provoked  the  emperor  to  deprive  the 
■polis  Magna,  or  Aihmuncin,  in  the  cen-  patriarch  of  their  nomination,  and  to  reflrain 
tuiy,  who  can  never  be  trufted,  unlefs  our  their  number  to  five  or  fix  hundred.  But 
alien  t is  extorted  by  the  inter^J  evidence  of  thefe  rdlraints  were  traniicne  and  incffe&uaJ. 
fi&s.  . Sec  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  xvi.  tit.  ii.  and 

**  The  Parabolani  of  AnSpria  were  3 'Tillemont,  Mem,  Ecclef.  tom.  xiv.  p.  *76 
chatiublc  corporation,  inllituieJ  during  the  —278. 
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C XL vii  P'  hundred  years  ^ncc  fi'c  foundation  of  Alexandria.  Without  any 

* » < legal  fentence,  without  any  royal  mandate,  the  patriarch,  at  the 

dawn  of  day,  led  a feditious  multitude  to  the  attack  of  the  fyna- 
goguef.  Unarmed  and  unprepared,  the  Jews  were  incapable  of 
relifiance ; their  houfes  of  prayer  were  levelled  with  the  ground, 
and  the  epifcopal  warrior,  after  rewarding  his  troops  with  the  plun- 
der of  their  goods,  expelled  from  the  city  the  remnant  of  the  un- 
believing nation.  Perhaps  he  might  plead  the  infolcncc  of  their 
profperity,  and  their  deadly  hatred  of  the  Chriftians,  whofe  blood 
they  had  recently  fhed  in  a malicious  or  accidental  tumult.  Such 
crimes  would  have  deferved  the  animadverfion  of  the  magiftratc; 
but  in  this  promifeuous  outrage,  the  innocent  were  confounded  with 
the  guilty,  and  Alexandria  was  impoverilhed  by  the  lofs  of  a wealthy 
and  induftrious  colony.  The  zeal  of  Cyril  expofed  him  to  the 
penalties  of  the  Julian  law;  but  in  a feeble  government,  and  a fuper- 
ftitious  age,  lie  was  fecure  of  impunity,  and  even  of  praife.  Oreftcs 
complained  ; but  his  juft  complaints  were  too  quickly  forgotten  by 
the  minifters  of  Theodolius,  and  too  deeply  remembered  by  a prieft 
who  affected  to  pardon,  and  continued  to  hate,  the  prxfedl  of  Egypt. 
As  he  pafled  through  the  ftreets,  his  chariot  was  aflaultcd  by  a 
band  of  five  hundred  of  the  Nitrian  monks ; his  guards  fled  from 
the  wild  beafts  of  the  defert ; his  proteftations  that  he  was  a Chriftiau 
and  a Catholic,  were  anfwcrcd  by  a volley  of  ftpnes,  and  the  face 
of  Orcftes  was  covered  with  blood.  The  loyal  citizens  of  Alexan- 
dria haftened  to  his  refeue;  he  inftantly  fatisfied  his  juftice  and  re- 
venge againft  the  monk  by  whofe  hand  he  had  been  wounded,  and  ■. 
Ammonius  expired  under  the  rod  of  the  lidtor.  At  the  command 
of  Cyril,  his  body  was  raifed  from  the  ground,  and  tranfported,  in 
folemn  proceflion,  to  the  cathedral;  the':xMftt:lof  Ammonius  was 
changed  to  that  of  Thaumafiuaffie  wottM pR  his  tomb  was  de- 
corated with  the  trophies  of  martyrdom,  and  the  patriarch  afeended 
S the 
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tlic  pulpit  to  celebrate  the  magnanimity  of  an  aflaflin  and  a rebel.  c ?• 
Such  honours  might  incite  the  faithful  to  combat  and  die  under  the  * — , — -» 
banners  of  the  faint ; and  he  foon  prompted,  or  accepted,  the  facri- 
ficc  of  a virgin,  who  profefled  the  religion  of  the  Greeks,  and  cul- 
tivated the  friendlliip  of  Orcftes.  Hypatia,  the  daughter  of  Thcon 
the  mathematician”,  was  initiated  in  her  father’s  ftudies;  her  learned 
comments  have  elucidated  the  geometry  of  Apollonius  and  Dio- 
phantus,  and  fhe  publicly  taught,  both  at  Athens  and  Alexandria,  the 
philofopliy  of  Plato  and  Ariftotlc.  In  the  bloom  of  beauty,  and  in 
the  maturity  of  wifdom,  the  model!  maid  refufed  her  lovers  and  in- 
ftru&ed  her  difciples ; the  per fons  mod  illuftrious  for  their  rank  or 
merit  were  impatient  to  vifit  the  female  philofopher ; and  Cyril  be- 
held, with  a jealous  eye,  the  gorgeous  train  of  horfes  and  Haves  who 
crowded  the  door  of  her  academy.  A rumour  was  lpread  among 
the  Chriftians,  that  the  daughter  of  Theon  was  the  only  obftaclc  to 
the  reconciliation  of  the  prx-fett  and  the  archbilhop ; and  that  ob- 
ftaclc was  fpeedily  removed.  On  a fatal  day,  in  the  holy  feafon  of 
Lent,  Hypatia  was  torn  from  her  chariot,  dripped  naked,  dragged  to 
the  church,  and  inhumanly  butchered  by  the  hands  of  Peter  the 
reader,  and  a troop  of  lavage  and  mercilefs  fanatics : her  flelli  was 
feraped  from  her  bones  with  lharp  oyfter-fhells  ”,  and  her  quivering 
limbs  were  delivered  to  the  flames.  The  juft  progrefs  of  enquiry  and 
punilhment  was  (lopped  by  feafonablc  gifts;  but  the  murder  of  Hy- 


**  For'Thcon,  and  his  daughter  Hypatia, 
fee  Fabncius,  Bibliothec.  tom.  viii.  p.  no, 
2!  i.  Her  article  in  the  Lexicon  of  Suidas  is 
curious  and  original.  Hefychius  (Meurfti 
Opera,  tom.  vii.  p.  295,  296.)  obferves,  that 
ftie  was  perfecoted  «ss*  m»  vw iffSateHr**  entut  ; 
and  an  epigram  in  the  Greclc  itfjtataj:)’  (I.  i. 
c.  76.  p.  159.  edit.  Brod  t her 

knowledge  and  eloquence.  Dur- 

ably me  a turned  (Epiil.  10.  ij,  16.  33 — 80. 


124.  135.  153  ) by  her  friend  and  difciple 
the  phitofophic  bifhop  Synefius. 

l*  Orra«'.*;  *3ti  JksrrwmiTtf, 

ice.  Oyfter-fliells  were  plentifully  ftrewetl 
on  the  fra- beach  before  the  Csefareum.  I 
may  therefore  prefer  the  literal  fenfe,  with- 
out reje&ing  the  metaphorical  verfon  of  ts~ 
guLf.  tiles,  which  is  ufed  by  M.  de  Valois. 

ignorant,  and  the  affHflins  were  probably 
regard lefs,  whether  their  victim  was  yetalivo. 

patia. 
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ComUnu* 
nople, 
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patia  has  imprinted  an  indelible  Ilain  on  the  charadtcr  and  religion 
of  Cyril  of  Alexandria  J’. 

Supcrftilion,  perhaps,  would  more  gently  expiate  the  blood  of  a 
virgin,  than  the  bani foment  of  a faint  ; and  Cyril  had  accompanied 
his  uncle  to  the  iniquitous  fynod  of  the  Oak.  When  the  me- 
mory of  Chryfoftom  was  re'lorcd  and  confecratcd,  the  nephew  of 
Thcophilus,  at  the  head  of  a dying  faftion,  ftill  maintained  the 
juftice  of  his  fcntence ; nor  was  it  till  after  a tedious  delay  and  an 
obftinate  refinance,  that  he  yielded  to  the  confent  of  the  Catholic 
world “•  His  enmity  to  the  Byzantine  pontiffs”  was  a feni’e  of 
interefl,  not  a Tally  of  paffion : he  envied  their  fortunate  Ration  in 
the  funfoine  of  the  Imperial  court ; and  he  dreaded  their  upftart  am- 
bition, which  oppreffed  the  metropolitans  of  Europe  and  Afia,  in- 
vaded the  provinces  of  Antioch  and  Alexandria,  and  meafured  their 
diocefc  by  the  limits  of  the  empire.  The  long  moderation  of  Atti- 
cus,  the  mild  ufurper  of  the  throne  of  Chryfoftom,  fufpended  the 
animofities  of  the  eaftern  patriarchs  ; but  Cyril  was  at  length  awaken- 
ed by  the  exaltation  of  a rival  more  worthy'  of  his  efteem  and  hatred. 
After  the  fhort  and  troubled  reign  of  Sifinnius  bifoop  of  Conftan- 
tinople,  the  fadions  of  the  clergy  and  people  were  appeafed  by  the 
choice  of  the  emperor,  who,  on  this  occafion,  confultcd  the  voice 
of  fame,  and  invited  the  merit  of  a ftrangcr.  Neftorius10,  a native 

of 


%1  Thcfe  exploits  of  St.  Cyril  are  recorded 
by  Socrates  (!.  vii.  c.  13,  14,  15);  and  the 
moft  relu&ant  bigotry  is  compelled  to  copy 
an  hillorian  who  coolly  flylcs  the  murderers 
• v of  Hypatia  a -yric  re  (pj-osn/**  At  the 

mention  of  that  injured  name,  I am  pieced 
to  obferve  a blulh  even  on  the  cheek  of  Ba- 
ronins (A.  D.  415,  N°  48.). 

*fc  He  was  deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  Ap| 
cus  of  Co  nflanti  nople,  and  of  Iftaore  of  Pe- 
JuJium,  and  yielded  only  (if  we  may  believe 


Nicephoros,  1.  xiv.  c.  iS.)  *0  the  perfonal  in- 
terceffion  of  the  virgin.  Yet  in  his  laft  years 
he  ftill  muttered  that  John  Chryfoftom  had 
been  juftly  condemned  (Tillemont,  Mem. 
fccclef.  tom.  xiv.  p.  278—282.  Baronies, 
Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  412,  N°46 — 64.). 

chara&ers  in  the  hiftory  of  So- 
Crates  — 28.);  their  power  and  pre- 

tcnfionr^HKe  huge  compilation  of  Thomaffia 
(Diftipliyeae  PEgUfe,  tom.i.  p.  80 — 91.). 
His  deration  and  conduit  are  deferibed 

by 
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of  Germanicia,  and  a monk  of  Antioch,  was  recommended  by  the  c ^ * p • 
auflerity  of  his  life,  and  the  eloquence  of  his  fermons;  but  the  firft  y— . j 

homily  which  he  preached  before  the  devout  Theodofius  betrayed  the 
acrimony  and  impatience  of  his  zeal.  “ Give  me,  O Gefar,”  he  ex- 
claimed, “ give  me  the  earth  purged  of  heretics,  and  I will  give  you 
“ in  exchange  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Exterminate  with  me,  the 
“ heretics ; and  with  you,  I will  exterminate  the  Perfians.”  On  the 
fifth  day,  as  if  the  treaty  had  been  already  figncd,  the  patriarch  of 
Conllantinoplc  difcovered,  furprifed,  and  attacked  a fecrct  conventicle 
of  the  Arians : they  preferred  death  to  fubmifiion ; the  flames  that 
were  kindled  by  their  defpair,  foon  fpread  to  the  neighbouring 
houfes,  and  the  triumph  of  Neftorius  was  clouded  by  the  name  of 
incendiary.  On  either  fide  of  the  Hcllefpont,  his  epifcopal  vigour 
impofed  a rigid  formulary  of.  faith  and  difcipline ; a chronological 
error  concerning  the  feltival  of  Eaftcr  was  punifhed  as  an  offence 
againfl  the  church  and  (late.  Lydia  and  Caria,  Sardes  and  Miletus, 
were  purified  with  the  blood  of  the  obllinate  Quartodecimans ; and 
the  edidt  of  the  emperor,  or  rather  of  the  patriarch,  enumerates  three 
and  twenty  degrees  and  denominations  in  the  guilt  and  punifliment 
of  hcrefy3'.  But  the  fword  of  pcrfecution,  which  Neftorius  fo 
ftirioufly  wielded,  was  foon  turned  againfl  his  own  bread.  Religion 
was  the  pretence;  but,  ia  the  judgment  of  a contemporary  l'aint, 
ambition  was  the  genuine  motive  of  epifcopal  warfare”. 

In  the  Svrian  fchool,  Neftorius  had  been  taught  to  abhor  the  H'u  herefy, 

4 % ...  A.  D. 

confufion  of  the  two  natures,  and  nicely  to  diferiminate  the  humanity  419  -43J. 

by  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  29.  31.) ; and  Marcel-  21  Ifidore  of  Pelu/inm  (I.  iv.  epift.  57.). 

linus  feems  to  have  applied  the  loqucnii#  His  words  are  ftrong  and  fcanaalous— n C'av-  ;<t -*“’**• 

fatis,  fapicntix  parum,  of  Sallufh  n *»*  *•»  0m«#  *a»  Xo 

Cod.  Theodof.  1.  xvi.  lil.  JL  leg.  65.  srponrsit*'**  wo  ; tKdxnyut- 

with  the  illuArations  of  BarooiyM^HU).  4:8,  m*  • Ifliore  is  a fair.t,  but  he  never  became 

25,  & c. ),  Godcfroy  (ad  kicnP^Rcd  Pagi  j^bifhop  ; and  I half  fufpett  that  the  pride 
(Critics,  tom.  ii.  p.  208.).  of  Diogenes  trampled  on  the  pride  of  Plato. 
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C ^ P.  of  Ms  mnjler  Chrift  from  the  divinity  of  the  Ijsrd  Jefus  Tie 
«,  _ Blcfled  Virgin  he  revered  as  the  mother  of  Chrift,  but  his  ears  were 
offended  with  the  rath  and  recent  title  of  mother  of  God  which 
had  been  infenfibly  adopted  fince  the  origin  of  the  Arian  controverfy. 
From  the  pulpit  of  Conftantinople,  a friend  of  the  patriarch,  and 
afterwards  the  patriarch  himfelf,  repeatedly  preached  againft  the  ufc, 
or  the  abufe,  of  a word  ” unknown  to  the  apoftlcs,  unauthorifed  by 
the  church,  and  which  could  only  tend  to  alarm  the  timorous,  to 
miflead  the  fimple,  to  ainufe  the  profane,  and  to  juflify,  by  a Teem- 
ing refemblance,  the  old  genealogy  of  Olympus iS.  In  his  calmer 
moments  Neftorius  confcffed,  that  it  might  be  tolerated  or  cxcufed 
by  the  union  of  the  two  natures,  and  the  communication  of  their 
idioms”:  but  he  was  exafperated,  by  contradiction,  to  diiclaim  the 
worfhip  of  a new-born,  an  infant  Deity,  to  draw  his  inadequate 


33  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme  des  Indes, 
tom.  i.  p.  44 — 53.  Thefaurus  Epiftolicus 
La  Crozianuj,  tom.  iii.  p.  276—180.)  has 
detefted  the  ufe  of  * hawvmef  and  £ 

Jvrxt,  which,  in  the  i\th,  vth,  and  vilh  cen- 
turies, diferiminates  the  fchool  of  Diodorus 
of  Tarfus  and  his  Neftorian  difciplcs. 

M Deifara : as  in  zoology  we  fa- 

miliarly fpeak  of  oviparous  and  viviparous 
animals.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the  invention 
of  this  word,  which  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme 
ties  indes,  tom.  i.  p.  16.)  aferibes  to  Eufebius 
of  Cxfarca  and  the  Arians.  The  orthodox 
testimonies  are  produced  by  Cyril  and  Peta- 
viut  (Dogmat.  Theolog.  tom.  v.  1.  v.  c.  15. 
p.  254,  &c.) ; but  the  veracity  of  the  faint 
is  queftionable,  and  the  epithet  of  fo 

eafily  Aides  from  the  margin  to  thtjcxt  of  a 
Catholic  MS.  ' * * 

31  B.ifnagc,  in  his  Hiftoire  de  PFglifc,  a 
work  of  controverfy  (tom.  i.  p.  50c.),  jufti- 
fies  the  mother,  by  the  blood,  of  God  (Ads, 
XX*  28.  with  MilPs  various  readings).  Bui 
the  Greek  MSS.  «ue  far  from  unanimou^ 


and  the  primitive  Ayle  of  the  blood  of  Chrift 
is  preferved  in  the  Syriac  verfion,  even  in 
thofe  copies  which  were  ufed  by  the  Chrilti- 
ans  of  St.  Thomas  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar 
(La  Croze,  Chriftianifme  des  Indes,  torn,  i. 
p.  347.).  The  jealoufy  of  the  Neftorians 
and  Monophyfites  has  guarded  the  purity  of 
their  text. 

s6  The  Pagans  of  Egypt  already  laughed 
at  the  new  Cybcle  of  the  Chrillian*  (Ifuior. 
1.  i.  epift.  54.):  a letter  was  forged  in  the 
name  of  Hypatia,  to  ridicule  the  theology  of 
her  afl*aAin  (Synodicon,  c.  216.  in  iv  tom. 
Concil.  p.  484.).  In  the  article  of  Nesto- 
r 1 us,  Bayle  has  fc altered  fome  loofe  philo- 
fophy  on  the  worlhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

37  The  «rr»Wn  of  the  Greek?,  a mutual 
loan  or  transfer  of  the  idiom*  ©^properties 
of  each  natuie  to  the  other— k>f  infinity  to 
man,  fallibility  to  God,  tec.  Twelve  rules 
on  this  cicell  of  fubjedts  compofe  the  Theo- 
logical grammar  of  Pciavius  (Dogmata 
Theo!  ' vpam.  v.  1.  iv.  c.  14,  15.  p.  209, 
ICO.). 
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fimilies  from  the  conjugal  or  civil  partnerlhips  cf  life,  and  to  deferibe  c * p- 
the  manhood  of  Chrilt  as  the  robe,  the  inftrument,  the  tabernacle  of  c. — 
his  Godhead.  At  thefe  blafphemous  founds,  the  pillars  of  the 
fandtuary  were  fhaken.  The  unfuccefsful  competitors  of  Neftorius 
indulged  their  pious  or  perfonal  refentment,  the  Byzantine  clergy 
was  fecretly  difpleafed  with  the  intrufion  of  a ftrangcr ; whatever  is 
fuperftitious  or  abfurd,  might  claim  the  protection  of  the  monks ; 
and  the  people  was  interefted  in  the  glory  of  their  virgin  patronefs 
The  fermons  of  the  archbifhop,  and  the  fervice  of  the  altar,  were 
difturbed  by  feditious  clamour;  his  authority  and  dodrine  were 
renounced  by  feparate  congregations ; eVery  wind  fcattered  round 
the  empire  the  leaves  of  controverfy;  and  the  voice  of  the  com- 
batants on  a fonorous  theatre  re-echoed  in  the  cells  of  Paleftine  and 


Egypt.  It  was  the  duty  of  Cyril  to  enlighten  the  zeal  and  ig- 
norance of  his  innumerable  monks : in  the  fchool  of  Alexandria, 
he  had  imbibed  and  profeffed  the  incarnation  of  one  nature ; and 
the  fucceffor  of  Athanafius  confulted  his  pride  and  ambition,  when 
he  rofe  in  arms  againft  another  Arius,  more  formidable  and  more 
guilty,  on  the  fecond  throne  of  the  hierarchy.  After  a Ihort  cor- 
refpondence,  in  which  the  rival  prelates  dilguifed  their  hatred  in  the 
hollow  language  of  refped  and  charity,  the  patriarch  of  Alexandria 
denounced  to  the  prince  and  people,  to  the  Eaft  and  to  the  Weft,  the 
damnable  errors  of  the  Byzantine  pontiff.  From  the  Eaft,  more 
efpecially  from  Antioch,  he  obtained  the  ambiguous  counfels  of 
toleration  and  filence,  which  were  addreffed  to  both  parties  while  they 
favoured  the  caufe  of  Neftorius.  But  the  Vatican  received  with  open 
arms  the  meffengers  of  Egypt.  The  Vanity  of  Celeftine  was  flat- 
tered by  the  appeal ; and  the  partia  verfion  of  a monk  decided  the 


faith  of  the  pope,  who,  with  his  Latin  clergy,  was  ignorant  of  the 

P 

i C.  P.  Chr..aa 


**  See  Ducaree 
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c H a P.  language,  the  arts,  and  the  theology  of  the  Greeks.  At  the  head 

v. , / of  an  Italian  fynod,  CelclUne  weighed  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 

approved  the  creed  of  Cyril,  condemned  the  lentiments  and  perfon  of 
Neltorius,  degraded  the  heretic  from  his  epifcopal  dignity,  allowed 
a refpite  of  ten  days  for  recantation  and  penance,  and  delegated  to 
his  enemy  the  execution  of  this  ralh  and  illegal  fentence.  But  the 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  whilft  he  darted  the  thunders  of  a god,  ex- 
pofed  the  errors  and  paffions  of  a mortal : and  his  twelve  ana- 
themas 59  Hill  torture  the  orthodox  Haves,  who  adore  the  memory 
of  a faint,  without  forfeiting  their  allegiance  to  the  fynod  of  Chal- 
cedon.  Thefe  bold  affertions  are  indelibly  tinged  with  the  colours 
of  the  Apollinarian  herefy : but  the  ferious,  and  perhaps  the  fincere, 
profellions  of  Neftorius  have  fatisfied  the  wifer  and  lefs  partial 
theologians  of  the  prefent  times40. 

Firft  council  Yet  neither  the  emperor  nor  the  primate  of  the  Eaft  were  dif- 
pofed  to  obey  the  mandate  of  an  Italian  prieft;  and  a fynod  of  the 
^une-Oflo-  0^0];^  or  rather  of  the  Greek  church,  was  unanimoufly  demanded 
as  the  foie  remedy  that  could  appeafe  or  decide  this  ecclefiaftical 
quarrel4’.  Ephefus,  on  all  fidcs  acceflible  by  fea  and  land,  was 
chofen  for  the  place,  the  fe Rival  of  PeDtecoft  for  the  day,  of  the 


*9  ConcSI.  tom,  iii.  p.  943.  They  have 
never  been  dinBly  approved  by  the  church 
(Tillemont,  Mem.  £cclef.  tom.  xiv.  p.  368 
—371.).  I almoft  pity  the  agony  of  rage 
and  fophiftry  with  which  Petavius  feemi  to 
be  agitated  in  the  vi,k  book  of  his  Dogmata 
Theologica. 

40  Such  as  the  rational  Bafnagc  (ad  tom.  i. 
Variar.  Lc&ion.  Canifii  in  Pncfat.  c.  ii.  p.  1 1 
*—23.)  and  La  Croze,  the  oniverfal  fcholar 
(Chriftianifmc  des  Indes,  tom.i.  p.  16—20. 
De  l’Ethiopie,  p.  26,  27.  Thcfaur.  Epift. 
p.  176,  & c.  283.  285.).  His  free  fentence  is 
confirmed  by  that  of  his  friends  Jablonfiti 
(Thcfaur.  Epift.  tom.  i.  p.  193— 201.)  and 
Moihcim  (idem,  p.  304.  Nciloriura  crimine 


caruifle  eft  et  met  fententia) ; and  three  more 
refpcfUbJc  judges  will  not  eafily  be  found. 
Afieman,  a learned  and  modeft  Have,  can 
hardly  difeern  (Bibliothec.  Orient-  tom.  ir. 
p.  190—224.}  the  guilt  and  error  of  the 
Neftorians. 

41  The  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Nefto- 
rian  controverfy,  till  the  fynod  of  Ephefus. 
may  be  found  in  Socrates  (I.  vii.  c.  32.),  Era- 
grius  (1.  i.  c.  1,  a.).  Liberates  (Brev.  c.  1— 
4.),  the  original  A&s  (ConciL  tom.  iii.  p.  55 1 
—991.  edit.  Venifir,  17*8),  the  Annals  of 
Baron  «ud  Pagi,  and  the  faithful  collections 
ofTiUemonj  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xiv.  p.  283 
— 377-j*  y 

meeting : 
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meeting : a writ  of  fummons  was  difpatched  to  each  metropolitan,  C H a p. 
and  a guard  was  Rationed  to  prated!  and  confine  the  fathers  till  they  . _ 
fhould  fettle  the  myfterics  of  heaven,  and  the  faith  of  the  earth. 

Neftorius  appeared  not  as  a criminal,  but  as  a judge;  he  depended  on 
the  weight  rather  than  the  number  of  his  prelates,  and  his  fturdy 
Raves  from  the  baths  of  Zeuxippus  were  armed  for  every  fervice  of 
injury  or  defence.  But  his  adverfary  Cyril  was  more  powerful  in 
the  weapons  both  of  the  flefli  and  of  the  fpirit.  Difobedient  to  the 
letter,  or  at  leaft  to  the  meaning,  of  the  royal  fummons,  he  was 
attended  by  fifty  Egyptian  bifhops,  who  expedted  from  their  pa- 
triarch’s nod  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  He  had  contracted 
an  intimate  alliance  with  Memnon  bifliop  of  Ephefus.  The  de- 
fpotic  primate  of  Afia  difpofed  of  the  ready  fuccours  of  thirty  or  forty 
epifcopal  votes  : a crowd  of  peafants,  the  flavcs  of  the  church,  was 
poured  into  the  city  to  fupport  with  blows  and  clamours  a meta- 
phyfical  argument ; arid  the  people  zealoufly  afierted  the  honour  of 
the  virgin,  whofe  body  repofed  within  the  walls  of  Ephefus4’.  The 
fleet  which  had  tranfported  Cyril  from  Alexandria  was  laden  with 
the  riches  of  Egypt ; and  he  difembarked  a numerous  body  of  ma- 
riners, Haves,  and  fanatics,  enlifted  with  blind  obedience  under  the 
banner  of  St.  Mark  and  the  mother  of  God.  The  fathers,  and  even 
the  guards,  of  the  council  were  awed  by  this  martial  array ; the  ad- 
verfaries  of  Cyril  and  Mary  were  infulted  in  the  ftrccts,  or  threatened 
in  their  houfes ; his  eloquence  and  liberality  made  a daily  encrealc 
in  the  number  of  his  adherents ; and  the  Egyptian  foon  computed 

41  The  Chriftians  of  the  four  firfl  centuries  pulchre,  a*  it  was  (hewn  to  the  pilgrims,  pro- 
wrrt  ignorant  of  the  death  and  burial  of  duced  the  fable  of  her  refurreilion  and  af- 
Mary.  The  tradition  of  Ephefus  is  affirmed  fumption,  in  which  the  Greek  and  Latin 
by  the  fynod  Imi>  . <i  Sim-  churches  have  pioufly  acquiefced.  See  Ba- 

ns* trains  i aytx  Mayis.  Conci!,  tom.  ill.  ronius  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  48,  N°6,  &c.) 
p.  1102.);  yet  it  has  been  tuperi'eded  by  and  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  toot.  i.  p.  467 
the  claim  of  Jerufalem ; and  her  tmftj  fe-  — 477.). 
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Condemna- 
tion of 
Neftorius, 
June  21. 


that  he  might  command  the  attendance  and  the  voices  of  two  hun- 
dred bifhops41.  But  the  author  of  the  twelve  anathemas  forefaw 
and  dreaded  the  oppofition  of  John  of  Antioch,  who,  with  a fmall, 
though  refpedable,  train  of  metropolitans  and  divines,  was  advan- 
cing by  flow  journies  from  the  diflant  capital  of  the  Eaft.  Impatient 
of  a delay  which  he  ftigmatized  as  voluntary  and  culpable 44,  Cyril 
announced  the  opening  of  the  fynod  fixtecn  days  after  the  feftival 
of  Pentecoft.  Ncftorius,  who  depended  on  the  near  approach  of 
his  Eaflern  friends,  perfifted  like  his  predeceflor  Chryfoftom,  to  dis- 
claim. the  jurifdidion  and  to  difobey  the  fummons  of  his  enemies  : 
they  haftened  his  trial,  and  his  accufer  prefided  in  the  feat  of  judg>- 
ment.  Sixty-eight  bifhops,  twenty-two  of  metropolitan  rank,  de- 
fended his  caufe  by  a modeft  and  temperate  protefl:  they  were 
excluded  from  the  counfcls  of  their  brethren.  Candidian,  in  the 
emperor’s  name,  requefted  a delay  of  four  days  : the  profane  ma- 
giftrate  was  driven  with  outrage  and  infult  from  the  aflembly  of  the 
faints.  The  whole  of  this  momentous  tranfadion  was  crowded  into 
the  compafs  of  a fummer  s day:  the  bifhops  delivered  their  feparate 
opinions ; but  the  uniformity  of  ftyle  reveals  the  influence  or  the 
hand  of  a mailer,  who  has  been  accufed  of  corrupting  the  public 
evidence  of  their  ads  and  fubferiptions44.  Without  a diflenting 


41  The  Afts  of  Chakedon  (Concil.  tom.  iv. 
p.  1405.  1408.)  exhibit  a lively  pifture  of  the 
blind,  obftinate  fervitude  of  the  bifhops  of 
Egypt  to  their  patriarch. 

44  Civil  or  ccdcfiallical  bufinefs  detained 
the  bifhops  at  Antioch  till  the  1 S,h  of  May. 
Ephcfus  was  at  the  difhnce  of  thirty  days 
journey  ; and  ten  days  more  may  be  fairly 
allowed  for  accidents  and  repofe.  The  march 
of  Xenophon  over  the  fame  ground  enume- 
rates above  260  parafangs  or  leagues  ; and 
this  mcafure  might  be  illulkated  from  ancient 
and  modern  itineraries,  if  1 knew  how  to 


compare  the  fpecd  of  an  army,  a fynod,  and 
a caravan.  John  of  Antioch  is  reluftantly 
acquitted  by  Tillemont  himfelf  (Mem.  Ec- 
clef.  tom.  xiv.  p.  386—389.). 

41  y.T,  XXT*  To  •«»  Ti  it  Efifll 

niTiditMt  Vjr<,fAntf1utrx  xa, St  tcui  T*»l  a$tC(A*l 
ftssoorspm  Kvfi>>Xu  * Evagrius,  I.  i. 

c.  7.  The  fame  imputation  was  urged  by 
count  Irenscus  (tom.  iii.  p.  1249.);  and  the 
orthodox  critics  do  not  find  it  an  cafy  talk  to 
defend  n p^i-xiy  of  the  Greek  or  Latin  co- 
pies the  Aft i. 

voice. 
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voice,  they  recognized  in  the  epiftles  of  Cyril,  the  Nicene  creed  and  chap. 

the  do&rine  of  the  fathers  : but  the  partial  extra&s  from  the  letters  v—  —v * 

and  homilies  of  Neftorius  were  interrupted  by  curfes  and  anathemas  : 
and  the  heretic  was  degraded  from  his  epifcopal  and  ecclefiaftical 
dignity.  The  fentencc,  malicioufly  inferibed  to  the  new  Judas,  was 
affixed  and  proclaimed  in  the  flreets  of  Ephefus  : the  weary  prelates, 
as  they  iffited  from  the  church  of  the  mother  of  God,  were  faluted 
as  her  champions;  and  her  vidlory  was  celebrated  by  the  illumina- 
tions, the  fongs,  and  the  tumult  of  the  night. 

On  the  fifth  day,  the  triumph  was  clouded  by  the  arrival  and  in-  Oppolmonof 

r J iheOricntals, 

dignation  of  the  Ealtern  bifhops.  In  a chamber  of  the  inn,  before  June  27,  see. 
he  had  wiped  the  dull  from  his  ffioes,  John  of  Antioch  gave  audience 
to  Candidian  the  Imperial  minifter  ; who  related  his  ineffectual 
efforts  to  prevent  or  to  annul  the  hafty  violence  of  the  Egyptian. 

With  equal  hade  and  violence,  the  Oriental  fynod  of  fifty  biffiops 
degraded  Cyril  and  Memnon  from  their  epifcopal  honours,  con- 
demned, in  the  twelve  anathemas,  the  purefl  venom  of  the  Apolli- 
narian  herefy,  and  deferibed  the  Alexandrian  primate  as  a monftcr, 
born  and  educated  for  the  deftrudtion  of  the  church4’.  Hit  throne 
was  diltant  and  inacceffible  ; but  they  inftantly  refolved  to  bellow  . 

on  the  flock  of  Ephefus  the  bleffing  of  a faithful  (hepherd.  By  the 
vigilance  of  Memnon,  the  churches  were  ffiut  againfl  them,  and  a 
firong  garrifon  was  thrown  into  the  cathedral.  The  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Candidian,  advanced  to  the  affault ; the  outguards 
were  routed  and  put  to  the  fword,  but  the  place  was  impregnable  : 
the  befiegers  retired  ; their  retreat  was  purfued  by  a vigorous  faliy  ; 
they  lofl  their  horfes,  and  many  of  the  foldiers  were  dangeroufly 

**  'o  ji  Til  '•  « founded  with  the  genuine  fenfe  which  re- 

After  the  coalition  of  John  .y-  fpeflable  cncmier  entertain  of  each  other’i 
ril,  thefe  invc£\ive»  were  mutually  forgotten,  merit  (Concil.  tom.  iii.  p.  124.].). 

The  ftyle  of  declamation  mud  never  be  con- 

wounded 
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■ wounded  with  clubs  and  ftoncs.  Ephefus,  the  city  of  the  Virgin, 
was  defiled  with  rage  and  clamour,  with  fedition  and  blood  ; the 
rival  fynods  darted  anathemas  and  excommunications  from  their 
fpiritual  engines ; and  the  court  of  Theodoftus  was  perplexed  by  the 
adverfe  and  contradi&ory  narratives  of  the  Syrian  and  Egyptian 
factions.  During  a bufy  period  of  three  months,  the  emperor  tried 
every  method,  except  the  moll  effe&ual  means  of  indifference  and 
contempt,  to  reconcile  this  theological  quarrel.  He  attempted  to  re- 
move or  intimidate  the  leaders  by  a common  fentence  of  acquittal 
or  condemnation  ; he  inverted  his  representatives  at  Ephefus  with 
ample  power  and  military  force : he  fummoned  from  either  party 
eight  chofen  deputies  to  a free  and  candid  conference  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  capital,  far  from  the  contagion  of  popular  frenzy. 
But  the  Orientals  refufed  to  yield,  and  the  Catholics,  proud  of  their 
numbers  and  of  their  Latin  allies,  reje&ed  all  terms  of  union  or  to- 
leration. The  patience  of  the  meek  Theodofius  was  provoked,  and 
he  diffolved  in  anger  this  epifcopal  tumult,  which  at  the  diftance  of 
thirteen  centuries  affumes  the  venerable  afpetft  of  the  third  oecume- 
nical council 4T.  “ God  is  my  witnefs,”  faid  the  pious  prince,  “ that 
44  I am  not  the  author  of  this  confufion.  His  providence  will  dif- 
“ cern  and  punifh  the  guilty.  Return  to  your  provinces,  and  may 
“ your  private  virtues  repair  the  mifehief  and  fcandal  of  your  meet- 
“ ing.”  They  returned  to  their  provinces ; but  the  lame  pafiions 
which  had  diftra&ed  the  fynod  of  Ephefus  were  diffufed  over  the 
Eaftern  world.  After  three  obftinate  and  equal  campaigns,  John  of 
Antioch  and  Cyril  of  Alexandria  condefcended  to  explain  and  em- 


41  See  tbe  AfU  of  the  Synod  of  Ephefos, 
in  the  original  Greek,  and  a Latin  veriion  a!, 
moil  contemporary  (Concil.  tom.  iii.  p.  991 
— ■ 339-  with  theSyaodicon  adverfoi  Tragx- 
diam  Irenxi,  tom.  iv.  p.  235 — 497.),  the  Ec- 


clefialiical  Hiftories  of  Socratea  (I.  rii.  c.  34.) 
and  Evigriua  (I.  i.  c.  3,  4,  5.),  and  the  Bre- 
viary of  Liberatus  (in  Concil.  tom.  vi.  p.  419 
— 459.  c.  j,  6.),  and  the  Memoirtt  Ecdef. 
of  Tillemont  (tom.  air.  p.  377 — 487.). 

brace : 
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brace : but  their  Teeming  re-union  mull  be  imputed  rather  to  pru-  c ^H^A  p. 

dence  than  to  reafon,  to  the  mutual  laffitude  rather  than  to  the  * v — — ' 

Chriftian  charity  of  the  patriarchs. 

The  Byzantine  pontiff  had  inftilled  into  the  royal  ear  a baleful  Vifloiy  of 
prejudice  againft  the  character  and  condud  of  his  Egyptian  rival.  a.’d. 

An  epiftle  of  menace  and  inventive4*,  which  accompanied  the  fum-  43'~435‘ 
mons,  accufed  him  as  a bufy,  infolent,  and  envious  prieft,  who 
perplexed  the  fimplicity  of  the  faith,  violated  the  peace  of  the  church 
and  hate,  and,  by  his  artful  and  feparate  addreffes  to  the  wife  and 
fifter  of  Theodofms,  prefumed  to  fuppofe,  or  to  fcatter,  the  feeds  of 
difeord  in  the  Imj>erial  family.  At  the  ftern  command  of  his  fo- 
vereign,  Cyril  had  repaired  to  Ephefus,  where  he  was  refilled, 
threatened,  and  confined,  by  the  magi  ft  rates  in  the  intcreft  of  Nef-' 
torius  and  the  Orientals ; who  affembled  the  troops  of  Lydia  and 
Ionia  to  fupprefs  the  fanatic  and  diforderly  train  of  the  patriarch. 

Without  expecting  the  royal  licence,  he  efcaped  from  his  guards, 
precipitately  embarked,  deferted  the  imperfect  fynod,  and  retired  to 
his  epifcopal  fortrefs  of  fafety  and  independence.  But  his  artful 
emiffaries,  both  in  the  court  and  city,  fuccefsfully  laboured  to  appeafe 
thc.refentment,  and  to  conciliate  the  favour,  of  the  emperor.  The 
feeble  fon  of  Arcadius  was  alternately  fwayed  by  his  wife  and  fifter, 
by  the  eunuchs  and  women  of  the  palace : fuperftition  and  avarice 
were  their  ruling  pa/fions ; and  the  orthodox  chiefs  were  a/fiduous  in 
their  endeavours  to  alarm  the  former  and  to  gratify  the  latter. 
Conftantinople  and  the  fuburbs  were  fandtified  with  frequent  mo- 

4>  T (6yi  tht  emperor  in  pointed  t»  n r«  w ptAXiu  x*^'1'  £»*•*$**» 
language)  TO  y*  ITS  travTtf,  Iai  rout  VZ  wr<  a iri|ua<  I fhould  be 

tukvioK  *1*0* • • • . ir*flerrirHK  JffMif  curious  to  know  how  much  Ne/loriui  paid 
•xfintnjrs  fxuKK’jt  * • • • • ***  *•«*»*»«*  for  thefe  expreffionj,  fo  mortifying  to  his 

fioAXbi  Ttrrwt  afMt&xr  mr«p  »k?axt,td;  . . «.  . rival. 
warref  paXAo*  q iiftm  « • . . ran  t&>»  txKhr&ttnt 
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CxY\  u P na^eries>  the  holy  abbots,  Dalmatius  and  Eutyches*’,  had  de- 

t — voted  their  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the  caufe  of  Cyril,  the  wor/hip  of 

Mary,  and  the  unity  of  ChrilL  Front  the  firft  moment  of  their 
monallic  life,  they  had  never  mingled  with  the  world,  or  trod  the 
profane  ground  of  the  city.  But  in  this  awful  moment  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  church,  their  vow  was  fuperfeded  by  a more  fubiime  and 
indifpenfablc  duty.  At  the  head  of  a long  order  of  monks  and 
hermits,  who  carried  burning  tapers  in  their  hands,  and  chaunted 
litanies  to  the  mother  of  God,  they  proceeded  from  their  monafteries 
to  the  palace.  The  people  was  edified  and  inflamed  by  this  extra- 
ordinary fpe&acle,  and  the  trembling  monarch  liftened  to  the 
prayers  and  adjurations  of  the  faints,  who  boldly  pronounced,  that 
none  could  hope  for  falvation,  unlefs  they  embraced  the  perfon  and 
the  creed  of  the  orthodox  fucceflor  of  Athanafius.  At  the  fame 
time  every  avenue  of  the  throne  was  aflaulted  with  gold.  Under 
the  decent  names  of  eulogies  and  bcncdiRions , the  courtiers  of  both 
fexes  were  bribed  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  power  and  rapa- 
cioufnefs.  But  their  inceflant  demands  defpoiled  the  fan&uaries  of 
Conftantinople  and  Alexandria ; and  the  authority  of  the  patriarch 
was  unable  to  filence  the  juft  murmur  of  his  clergy,  that  a debt  of 
fixty  thoufand  pounds  had  already  been  contra&ed  to  fupport  the 
expence  of  this  fcandalous  corruption’0.  Pulchcria,  who  relieved 


49  Eutyches,  the  herefiarch  Eutyches,  is 
honourably  named  by  Cyril  33  a friend,  a 
faint,  and  the  ftremous  defender  of  the  faith. 
HU  brother,  the  abbot  Dalmatius,  is  like- 
wife  employed  to  bind  the  emperor  and  a]] 
his  chamherlains  ttrribili  conjur  client,  Sy- 
nodicon,  c.  203.  in  Concil.,  tom.  iv.  p.  467. 

Clerjci  qui  hie  font  contril\antur4  quod 
ecclcfu  Are var drina  nvdata  fit  hujus  catifa 
turbelx:  ct  debet  prxter  ilia  qux  hmc  tranf- 
jfci/Ta  fint  atari  librat  u\ilU  quingtnui,  Ec 


nunc  ft  feriptum  eft  at  prxftet ; fed  de  too 
ecclefia  prxfta  avariti.e  quorum  nofti,  Sc c. 
This  curious  and  original  letter,  from  Cyril** 
archdeacon  to  his  creature  the  new  bilhop  of 
Conftantinople,  has  been  unaccountably  pre- 
ferred in  an  old  Latin  verfion  (Synod  icon, 
c.  203.  Concil.  tom.  iv.  p.  465 — 4 £8.). 
The  malic  is  almoft  dropped,  and  the  faints 
fpealc  the  honeil  language  of  intereft  and 
confederacy. 
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her  brother  from  the  weight  of  an  empire,  was  the  firmed  pillar  of  p’ 

orthodoxy ; and  fo  intimate  was  the  alliance  between  the  thunders  of  » > 

the  fynod  and  the  whifpers  of  the  court,  that  Cyril  was  aflured  of 
fuccefs  if  he  could  difplace  one  eunuch,  and  fubftitute  another  in 
the  favour  of  Theodofius.  Yet  the  Egyptian  could  not  boaft  of  a 
glorious  or  dectfive  vi&ory.  The  emperor,  with  unaccuftomed 
firmnefs,  adhered  to  his  promife  of  protecting  the  innocence  of  the 
Oriental  bifhops;  and  Cyril  foftened  his  anathemas,  and  confefled, 
with  ambiguity  and  reluctance,  a twofold  nature  of  Chrift,  before 
he  was  permitted  to  fatiate  his  revenge  againft  the  unfortunate 
Neftorius”. 

The  ralh  and  obftinatc  Neftorius,  before  the  end  of  the  fynod,  Exile  of 
was  opprefled  by  Cyril,  betrayed  by  the  court,  and  faintly  fupported  A.  D.  435. 
by  his  Eaftern  friends.  A fentiment  of  fear  or  indignation  prompt- 
ed him,  while  it  was  yet  time,  to  affedt  the  glory  of  a voluntary 
abdication”:  his  wilh,  or  at  lead  his  requeft,  was  readily  granted; 
he  was  conducted  with  honour  from  Ephefus  to  his  old  monaftery 
of  Antioch ; and,  after  a lliort  paufe,  hi3  fucceflors,  Maximian  and 
Proclus,  were  acknowledged  as  the  lawful  bifliops  of  Conftantinople. 

But  in  the  filence  of  his  cell,  the  degraded  patriarch  could  no  longer 
refume  the  innocence  and  fecurity  of  a private  monk.  The  pad 
he  regretted,  he  was  difeontented  with  the  prefent,  and  the  future 
he  had  reafon  to  dread : the  Oriental  bilhops  fucceflively  difengaged 
their  caufe  from  his  unpopular  name,  and  each  day  decreafed  the 

91  The  tedious  negotiations  that  fucceeded  lenfe  and  fallehood  in  a few  lines, 
the  fynod  of  Ephefus  are  diifufely  related  in  >*  Avrv  ti  atduSirr,;,  mrynn  un  r» 
the  original  Atls  (Concil.  tom.iii.  p.  1339  oiaitsr  irsis^ttesi  funrtpu.  Evagrius,  1.  i. 

—1771.  ad  fin.  vol.  and  the  Synodicon,  in  c.  7.  The- original  letters  in  the  Synodicon 
tom.  iv.).  Socrates  (1.  vii.  e.  *8.  3;.  40,  41.),  (c.  1;.  14,  a;,  26.)  'jollify  the  «//rerh*.'r  of 

Tvagrius  (1.  i.  e.  6,  7,  8.  12.),  Libcratus  a voluntary  .efignation,  which  is  aliened  by 
tc.  7 — to.),  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecdef.  tom.  Ebed-J'-ft),  a Ncllorian  writer,  apud  Af- 
„iv.  p.  487— 676.).  The  moll  patient  reader  feman,  Bibliot.  Oriental,  tom.  iii.  p.  295. 
will  thank  me  for  comprefling  fo  much  non-  302. 

Vol.  IV.  4 C number 
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number  of  the  fchifmatics  who  revered  Neftorius  as  the  confeflor  of 
the  faith.  After  a refidence  at  Antioch  of  four  years,  the  hand  of 
Theodofius  fubferibed  an  edict !!,  which  ranked  him  with  Simon 
the  magician,  proferihed  his  opinions  and  followers,  condemned  hia 
wiitings  to  the  flames,  and  baniihed  his  perfon  firft  to  Petra  in 
Arabia,  and  at  length  to  Oalis,  one  of  the  ijlands  of  the  Libyan 
defert'*.  Secluded  from  the  church  and  from  the  world,  the  exile 
was  ftill  purfued  by  the  rage  of  bigotry  and  war.  A wandering 
tribe  of  the  Blemmyes  or  Nubians,  invaded  his  folitary  prifon  : 
in  their  retreat  they  difinifled  a crowd  of  ufelefs  captives;  but  no 
fooncr  had  Neftorius  reached  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  than  he  would 
gladly  have  efcapcd  from  a Roman  and  orthodox  city  to  the  milder 
fervitude  of  the  lavages.  His  flight  was  punifhed  as  a new  crime  j 
the  foul  of  the  patriarch  infpired  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  powers 
of  Egypt;  the  magiftrates,  the  foldiers,  the  monks,  devoutly  tor- 
tured the  enemy  of  Chrift  and  St.  Cyril ; and,  as  far  as  the  confines 
of  ./Ethiopia,  the  heretic  was  alternately  dragged  and  recalled,  till  his 
aged  body  was  broken  by  the  hardlhips  and  accidents  of  thefc  re- 
iterated journies.  Yet  his  mind  was  ftill  independent  and  credf ; 
the  prefident  of  Thebais  was  awed  by  his  paftoral  letters ; he 
furvived  the  Catholic  tyrant  of  Alexandria,  and,  after  fixteen  years 
banilhment,  the  fynod  of  Chalccdon  would  perhaps  have  reftored 


See  the  Imperial  letters  in  the  Afts  of 
the  Synod  of  Ephefcs  (Concil.  tom.  iii. 
p.  1730  — 1735.).  The  odious  name  of  $/- 
incuani,  which  was  affixed  to  the  difciples  of 
this  T«/aTv£tff  «?.•{.-'»  was  designed  at 

ttttatM  Wft5Xi#G«iTK  «twiw  bTQ/Airotiv  Tmr 

au^fTruaTht,  as 11  firri  fkin;  Tt.wvnar,  fitrt 

O&rcrrxi  aTiftia;  »«Ttc  Yet  thefc  were 

Chriftians!  who  differed  only  in  names  and 
in  (hadows. 

*♦  The  metaphor  of  iflands  is  applied  by 
the  grave  civilians  (Pandcft.  1.  xlviii.  tit.  22. 


leg.  7*)  t0  thole  happy  fpots  which  are  dif- 
criminated  by  water  and  verdure  from  the  Li- 
byan lands.  Three  of  thefe  under  the  com- 
mon name  of  Oafis,  or  Alvahat : 1.  The 
temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon.  2.  The  middle 
Oafi*,  three  days  journey  to  the  wed  of  Ly- 
copolis.  3.  The  fouthern,  where  Neftorius 
was  baniihed,  in  the  firll  climate,  and  only 
three  days  journey  from  the  confines  of  Nu- 
bia. See  a learned  Note  of  Michaelis  ,’a^  N 
Dcfcript.  a£gypt.  Abulfeda;,  p.  21 — 34.). 

him 
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him  to  the  honours,  or  at  leaft  to  the  communion,  of  the  church.  CX”V'J[  p' 

The  death  of  Neftorius  prevented  his  obedience  to  their  welcome  v v * 

fummons  " ; and  his  difeafe  might  afford  fomc  colour  to  the  fcandal- 
ous  report,  that  his  tongue,  the  organ  of  blafphemy,  had  been  eaten 
by  the  worms.  He  was  buried  in  a city  of  Upper  Egypt,  known 
by  the  names  of  Chemuis,  or  Panopolis,  or  Aktnim’*;  but  the  im- 
mortal malice  of  the  Jacobites  has  perfevered  for  ages  to  call  Hones 
againft  his  fepulchre,  and  to  propagate  the  foolifh  tradition,  that  it 
was  never  watered  by  the  rain  of  heaven,  which  equally  defeends  on 
the  righteous  and  the  ungodly  Humanity  may  drop  a tear  on  the 
fate  of  Neftorius:  yet  juftice  muft  obferve,  that  he  fuffered  the  per- 
fcctition  which  he  had  approved  and  inflidled  ”. 

The  death  of  the  Alexandrian  primate,  after  a reign  of  thirty-  Hcrrfy  nf 
two  years,  abandoned  the  Catholics  to  the  intemperance  of  zeal  and  a^D^s. 
the  abufe  of  victory Is.  The  monophyfite  dodtrine  (one  incarnate 


s»  The  invitation  of  Neftorius  to  the  fynod 
of  Chalcedon,  is  related  by  Zacharias.  bi- 
Jhop  of  Melitene  (Evagrios,  1.  ii.  c.  a.  Aflc- 
nin,  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  5;.).  and  the 
famous  Xenaias  or  Philoxenus,  bilhop  of  Hie- 
rapolis  (AITeman,  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  ii. 
p.  40,  Sic.},  denied  by  Evagrius  and  Afle- 
man,  and  ftoutly  maintained  by  La  Croze 
(Thefaur.  Epiftol.  tom.  iii.  p.  181,  &c.). 
The  fad  is  not  improbable ; yet  it  was  the 
interett  of  the  Monophylites  to  fpread  the  in- 
vidious report ; and  Eutychius  (tom.  ii.  p 11.} 
affirms,  that  Neftorius  died  after  an  exile  of  fc- 
ven  years,  and  confequcntly  ten  years  before 
the  fynod  of  Chalcedon. 

**  Confnlt  d’Anville  (Memoire  fur  l’£- 
gypte,  p.  191.).  Pocock  (Defcription  of  the 
Eaft,  vol.  i.  p.  76.),  Abulfcda  (Dcfcript. 
/Egypt,  p.  14.)  and  his  commentator  Mi- 
:i..ielis  (Not.  p.  78— S3  ),  and  the  Nubian 
t'r  jgrapher  (p.  41.),  who  mentions,  in  the 
xu'’*  century,  the  ruins  and  the  fugar-canes 
of  Akmim. 

4C 


57  Eutychius  (Anna!,  tom.  ii.  p.  12.)  and 
Gregory  Bar-Hebrarus,  or  Abulpharagiua 
(Aflcman,  tom.  ii.  p.  316.),  represent  the 
credulity  of  the  x(k  and  xmtk  centuries. 

*•  We  are  obliged  to  Evagrius  (I.  i.  c.  7,) 
for  fomc  extrails  from  the  letters  of  Nello- 
rius  j but  the  lively  picture  of  his  fufferings 
is  treated  with  infulc  by  the  hard  and  ilupid 
fanatic. 

*•  Dixi  Cyril lom  dum  viverct,  auiloritate 
fua  effecifl'e,  nc  Eutychiaaifmus  ct  Mono* 
phyfitarum  error  iu  nervum  crumperct : id- 
que  verum  puco . . . aliquo . . . hondlo  modo 
cccinerat.  The  learned  but  cau- 
tious Jablonflti  did  not  always  fpcak  the 
whole  truth.  Cum  Cvrillo  lenius  omnino 
egi»  quam  fi  tecum  aut  cum  aliis  rri  hujus 
probe  gnaris  et  xquis  rcrum  xilimatorihas 
fcrmoncs  privatos  conferrem.  (Thefaur.  Epif- 
tol. La  Crotian.  tom.  i.  p.  197,  198.),  an  ex- 
cellent ker  to  his  diflertations  on  the  Ndlo- 
rian  controvcrfy ! 
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nature)  was  rigoroufly  preached  in  the  churches  of  Egypt  and  the 
monaftcries  of  the  Eaft ; the  primitive  creed  of  Apoliinaris  was  pro- 
tected by  the  fandtity  of  Cyril ; and  the  name  of  Eutyches,  his  ve- 
nerable friend,  has  been  applied  to  the  fedt  raoft  adverfc  to  the  Sy- 
rian hcrefy  of  Neftorius.  His  rival  Eutyches  was  the  abbot,  or 
archimandrite,  or  fuperior  of  three  hundred  monks,  but  the  opinions 
of  a fimple  and  illiterate  reclufe  might  have  expired  in  the  cell,  where 
he  had  flept  above  feventy  years,  if  the  refentment  or  indil'cretion  of 
Flavian  the  Byzantine  pontiff,  had  not  expofed  the  fcandal  to  the 
eyes  of  the  Chriftian  world.  His  domeftic  fynod  was  inftantly  con- 
vened, their  proceedings  were  fullied  with  clamour  and  artifice,  and 
the  aged  heretic  was  furprifed  into  a feeming  confcflion,  that  Chrift 
had  not  derived  his  body  from  the  fubflance  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 
From  their  partial  decree,  Eutyches  appealed  to  a general  council ; 
and  his  caufe  was  vigoroufly  afferted  by  his  godfon  Chryfaphius,  the 
reigning  eunuch  of  the1  palace,  and  his  accomplice  Diofcorus,  who 
had  fucceedcd  to  the  throne,  the  creed,  the  talents,  and  the  vices 
of  the  nephew  of  Thcophilus.  By  the  fpccial  fummons  of  Theo- 
dofius,  the  fecond  fynod  of  Ephefus  was  judicioufly  compofed  of 
ten  metropolitans  and  ten  bifhops  from  each  of  the  fix  diocefes  of 
the  Eaftern  empire  : fome  exceptions  of  favour  or  merit  enlarged 
the  number  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five;  and  the  Syrian  Bar- 
fumas,  as  the  chief  and  reprefentative  of  the  monks,  was  invited  to 
fit  and  vote  with  the  fucceffors  of  the  apoftles.  But  the  defpotifm  of 
the  Alexandrian  patriarch  again  oppreffed  the  freedom  of  debate  : the 
fame  fpiritual  and  carnal  weapons  were  again  drawn  from  the  arfenals  of 
Egypt ; the  Afiatic  veterans,  a band  of  archers,  ferved  under  the  orders 
of  Diofcorus;  and  the  more  formidable  monks,  whole  minds  were  in- 
acceflible  to  real'on  or  mercy,  befieged  the  doors  of  the  cathedral.  The 
general,  and,  as  it  lliould  fccm,thc  unconftrained  voice  of  the  fathc.  4) 
accepted  the  faith  and  even  the  anathemas  of  Cyril ; and  the  herefy 

of 


c 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


of  the  two  natures  was  formally  condemned  in  the  perfons  and  writ- 
ings of  the  nioft  learned  Orientals.  “ May  thofe  who  divide  Chrift, 
“ be  divided  with  the  fword,  may  they  be  hewn  in  pieces,  may 
“ they  be  burnt  alive !”  were  the  charitable  wilhes  of  a Chriftian 
fynod  The  innocence  and  fan£tity  of  Eutyches  were  acknow- 

ledged without  hefitation ; .but  the  prelates,  more  efpecially  thofe  of 
Thrace  and  Afia,  were  unwilling  to  depofe  their  patriarch  for  the 
ufe  or  even  the  abufe  of  his  lawful  jurifdi&ion.  They  embraced 
the  knees  of  Diofcorus,  as  he  flood  with  a threatening  afpect  on  the 
footftool  of  his  throne,  and  conjured  him  to  forgive  the  offences, 
and  to  refpedt  the  dignity,  of  his  brother.  “ Do  you  mean  to  raife 
“ a fedition  ?”  exclaimed  the  relentlefs  tyrant.  “ Where  are  the 
“ officers  ?”  At  thefc  words  a furious  multitude  of  monks  and  fol- 
diers,  with  ftaves,  and  fwords,  and  chains,  burft  into  the  church  ; 
the  trembling  bilhops  hid  themfelves  behind  the  altar,  or  under  the 
benches,  and  as  they  were  not  infpired  with  the  zeal  of  martyrdom, 
they  fucccffively  fubfcribed  a blank  paper,  which  was  afterwards  filled 
with  the  condemnation  of  the  Byzantine  pontiff.  Flavian  was  in- 
ftantly  delivered  to  the  wild-beafts  of  this  fpiritua!  amphitheatre : 
the  monks  were  ftimulated  by  the  voice  and  example  of  Barfumas 
to  avenge  the  injuries  of  Chrift : it  is  faid  that  the  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria reviled,  and  buffeted,  and  kicked,  and  trampled  his  brother  of 
Conftantinople6' : it  is  certain,  that  the  vi&iro,  before  he  could  reach 

the 


**  H eiyus  ffvtfJoi  urn,  xxvcot  E vat&ui, 

*?To*  **5  rro;  n<  2vo  yiturat , fit- 

purSr.  • . • • ii  tk  **>•«*  At  the  rC- 

queft  of  Diofcorus,  thofe  who  were  not  able 
to  roar  (0««?aO»  Aretched  out  their  hands. 
At  Chalcedon,  the  Orientals  difclaimed  thefe 
krYclamations ; but  the  Egyptians  more  con- 
r fftcntly  declared  ravra  *n*  tot*  nrotu> 
nt  hiy-.pi*  (Concil.  tom.  iv.  p.  1012.). 

1 


•'  E>jyt  2 1 (Eufebiua,  bilhop  of  Dory- 

l*om ) to*  <J>Xa,£»3*c»  scat  cnA.aia(  ataif.fcr.rat 
^ituriufn  vbvjAs-.-.t  r*  eat  : and 

this  teftimony  of  Evagrius  (1.  ii.  c.  2.)  it 
amplified  by  the  hiAoriao  Zonaras  (tom.  ii. 
1.  xiii.  p.  44. )»  who  affirms  that  Diofcorus 
kicked  ii  Ice  a wild  afs.  But  the  language  of 
Liberatus  (Brev.  c.  12.  in  Concil.  tom.  vi. 
p.  43d.)  is  more  cautious ; and  the  Ads  of 
Chalcedon, 
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the  place  of  his  exile,  expired  on  the  third  day,  of  the  wounds  and 
bruifes  which  he  had  received  at  Ephefus.  This  fecond  fynod  has 
been  juftly  branded  as  a gang  of  robbers  and  aflafiins  ; yet  the  ac- 
cufcrs  of  Diofcorus  would  magnify  his  violence,  to  alleviate  the 
cowardice  and  inconftancy  of  their  own  behaviour. 

The  faith  of  Egypt  had  prevailed  : but  the  vanquifhed  party  was 
fupported  by  the  fame  pope  who  encountered  without  fear  the  hoftile 
rage  of  Attila  and  Genferic.  The  theology  of  Leo,  his  famous 
tome  or  epiftle  on  the  myftery  of  the  incarnation,  had  been  difre- 
garded  by  the  fynod  of  Ephefus : his  authority,  and  that  of  the 
Latin  church,  was  infulted  in  his  legates,  who  efcaped  from  flavery 
and  death  to  relate  the  melancholy  talc  of  the  tyranny  of  Diofcorus 
and  the  martyrdom  of  Flavian.  His  provincial  fynod  annulled  the 
irregular  proceedings  of  Ephefus  ; but  as  this  ftep  was  itfelf  irre- 
gular, he  folicited  the  convocation  of  a general  council  in  the  free 
and  orthodox  provinces  of  Italy.  From  his  independent  throne, 
the  Roman  bifliop  fpoke  and  aded  without  danger,  as  the  head  of 
the  Chriftians,  and  his  dictates  were  obfequioufly  tranferibed  by 
Placidia  and  her  fon  Valentinian  ; who  addrcfled  their  Eailern  col- 
league to  reflore  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  church.  But  the  pageant 
of  Oriental  royalty  was  moved  with  equal  dexterity  by  the  hand  of 
the  eunuch ; and  Thcodofius  could  pronounce,  without  hefitation, 
that  the  church  was  already  peaceful  and  triumphant,  and  that  the 
recent  flame  had  been  extinguilhed  by  the  juft  punifhment  of  the 
Ncftorians.  Perhaps  the  Greeks  would  be  Hill  involved  in  the  hcrefy 
of  the  Monophyfites,  if  the  emperor’s  horfe  had  not  fortunately 
Rumbled  ; Theodofius  expired  ; his  orthodox  filler,  Pulcheria,  with 
a nominal  hulband,  fuccceded  to  the  throne ; Chryfaphius  was  burnt, 


Chaiccdon,  which  livifh  the  itmi- 

eidet  Cain , See.  do  not  juftify  To  pointed  a 
charge.  The  monk  Barfumas  is  more  par- 

2 


ticufarJy  accufed— «irpr*£i  r«»  uetxxficv 
»r«m  kxi 

P*  H«3  )- 


(Concil.  com.’ 

Diofcorus 


do 
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Diofcorus  was  difgraced,  the  exiles  were  recalled,  and  the  tome  of  c H ^ p- 
Leo  was  fubfcribed  by  the  Oriental  bifhops.  Yet  the  pope  was  dii-  — a 

appointed  in  h‘13  favourite  project  of  a Latin  council ; he  difdained 
to  prefulc  in  the  Greek  fynod,  which  was  fpecdily  aflembled  at  Nice 
in  Bithynia ; his  legates  required  in  a peremptory  tone  the  prefence 
of  the  emperor ; and  the  weary  fathers  were  tranfported  to  Chal- 
cedon  under  the  immediate  eye  of  Marcian  and  the  fenatc  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  A quarter  of  a mile  from  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  the 
church  of  St.  Euphemia  was  built  on  the  fummit  of  a gentle  though 
lofty  afcent : the  triple  ftrufture  was  celebrated  as  a prodigy  of  art, 
and  the  boundlefs  profpeft  of  the  land  and  fea  might  have  raifed  the 
mind  of  a fcdfary  to  the  contemplation  of  the  God  of  the  univcrfe. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty  bifhops  were  ranged  in  order  in  the  nave 
of  the  church  ; but  the  patriarchs  of  the  Eaft  were  preceded  by  the 
legates,  of  whom  the  third  was  a fimple  prieft ; and  the  place  of 
honour  was  referved  for  twenty  laymen  of  confular  or  fenatorian 
rank.  The  gofpcl  was  oftentatioully  difplayed  in  the  centre,  but 
the  rule  of  faith  was  defined  by  the  Papal  and  Imperial  minifters, 
who  moderated  the  thirteen  fefiions  of  the  council  of  Chalcedon“. 

Their  partial  interpofition  filenccd  the  intemperate  Ihouts  and  exe- 
crations, which  degraded  the  epifcopal  gravity ; but,  on  the  formal 
accufation  of  the  legates,  Diofcorus  was  compelled  to  defeend  from 
his  throne  to  the  rank  of  a criminal,  already  condemned  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  judges.  The  Orientals,  lefs  adverfe  to  Neftoriss  than  to 
Cyril,  accepted  the  Romans  as  their  deliverers  : Thrace,  and  Pontus, 

by  Evagrius  (J.  i.  c.  9— 12.  and  1.  ii.  e.  1,2, 

3,4.)  and  Libcratus  (Brev.  c.  11,  12.  13, 

14.).  Once  more,  and  alrr.oft  for  the  laft 
time,  Laopeal  to  (he  diligence  of  Tiliemont 
(M  u^/tlef.  tom.  xv.  p.  479-^7 1,9.  )■  The 
Annah  of  Baroniui  and  Pagi  will  accompany 
me  much  further  on  my  long  and  laborious 
journey, 

and 

0 


r-5  The  Afts  of  the  Council  of  Chalcedon 
(Ccncil.  tom.  iv.  p.  761  — 2071.)  compre- 
hend thofe  of  Ephefus  (p.  890—1189.), 
which  again  comprifc  the  fynod  of  Conlhn- 
^J^pplc  under  Flavian  (p.  930  — 1072.);  and 
It  Tfctjuircs  fome  attention^  difengage  this 
double  involution.  Theurhole  bufiaefs  of 
Eutychcs,  Flavian,  and  Diofcorui,  is  related 
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C.YLvn  P an(I  Alia,  were  exafperatcd  againfl  the  murderer  of  Flavian,  and  the 
v_ — v- — i new  patriarchs  of  Conflantinople  and  Antioch  fecured  their  places 
by  the  facrifice  of  their  benefactor.  The  bifhops  of  Paleftine,  Ma- 
cedonia, and  Greece,  were  attached  to  the  faith  of  Cyril  ; but  in 
the  face  of  the  fynod,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  the  leaders,  with  their 
obfequious  train,  palled  from  the  right  to  the  left  wing,  and  decided 
the  victory  by  this  l'eafonable  defertion.  Of  the  feventeen  fuffragans 
who  failed  from  Alexandria,  four  were  tempted  from  their  allegi- 
ance, and  the  thirteen,  falling  proftrate  on  the  ground,  implored  the 
mercy  of  the  council  with  fighs  and  tears,  and  a pathetic  declaration, 
that,  if  they  yielded,  they  fhould  be  malfacred  on  their  return  to 
Egypt  by  the  indignant  people.  A tardy  repentance  was  allowed 
to  expiate  the  guilt  or  error  of  the  accomplices  of  Diofcorus  : but 
their  fins  were  accumulated  on  his  head ; he  neither  afked  nor  hoped 
for  pardon,  and  the  moderation  of  thofe  who  pleaded  for  a general 
amnefty,  was  drowned  in  the  prevailing  cry  of  victory  and  revenge. 

To  fave  the  reputation  of  his  late  adherents,  fome  pcrfonal  offences 
were  Ikilfully  detected  ; his  ralh  and  illegal  excommunication  of  the 
pope,  and  his  contumacious  refufal  (while  he  was  detained  a pri- 
foner)  to  attend  the  fummons  of  the  fynod.  Witneffes  were  intro- 
duced to  prove  the  fpecial  faCts  of  his  pride,  avarice,  and  cruelty  ; 
and  the  fathers  heard  with  abhorrence,  that  the  alms  of  the  church 
were  lavilhed  on  the  female  dancers,  that  his  palace,  and  even  his 
bath,  was  open  to  the  proftitutes  of  Alexandria,  and  that  the  in- 
famous Panfophia,  or  Irene,  was  publicly  entertained  as  the  concubine 
of  the  patriarch 

Foi 

**  n *(,-■  S.trot  ii  preferred  in  the  Greek  Anthology  (I.  ii. 

(per*"";  ! E *(*>.).  xif.fi  fat  i 6r«rr{  c.  5.  p.  188.  edit.  Wechel),  although  the 
Tfi  up,*i  faw  asTr:  eT  .a.  m plication  wat  u4lfeh.v  n to  the  editor  Brodtru.®  - 

if  am  pifuafunt  (Concil.  tom.  i».  p.  1276.).  A The  namelefi  qliprhunatift  raifea  a tolerable 
fpecimen  of  the  wit  and  malice  of  the  people  pun,  by  confounding  the  rpifcopal  faluta- 

tion 
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For  thefe  fcandalous  offences  Diofcorus  was  depofed  by  the  fynod, 
and  baniflved  by  the  emperor : but  the  purity  of  his  faith  was  de- 
clared in  the  prefence,  and  with  the  tacit  approbation,  of  the  fathers. 
Their  prudence  fuppofed  rather  than  pronounced  the  herefy  of 
Eutyclies,  who  was  never  fummoned  before  their  tribunal ; and 
they  fat  filent  and  abaflied,  when  a bold  Monophyfite,  calling  at 
their  feet  a volume  of  Cyril,  challenged  them  to  anathematize  in  his 
perfon  the  do&rine  of  the  faint.  If  we  fairly  perufe  the  ads  of 
Chalcedon  as  they  are  recorded  by  the  orthodox  party  **,  we  fhall 
find  that  a great  majority  of  the  bilhops  embraced  the  fimple  unity 
of  Chrift;  and  the  ambiguous  conceffion,  that  he  was  formed  of  or 
from  two  natures,  might  imply  either  their  previous  exiftence,  or 
their  fubfequent  confufion,  or  fome  dangerous  interval  between  the 
conception  of  the  man  and  the  affumption  of  the  God.  The  Ro- 
man theology,  more  pofitive  and  precife,  adopted  the  term  moll  of- 
fenfive  to  the  ears  of  the  Egyptians,  that  Chrift  exifted  in  two  na- 
tures ; and  this  momentous  particle  “ (which  the  memory,  rather 
than  the  underftanding,  muft  retain)  had  almoft  produced  a fchifm 
among  the  Catholic  bilhops.  The  tome  of  Leo  had  been  relpcdfully. 


lion  of  **  Peace  be  to  all  !**  with  the  ge- 
nuine or  corrupted  name  of  the  bifhop’s  con- 
cubine : 

Eifr/n  •xmrrtmt  iwkr*cira{  nwu 
n*A  Ivurai  maun*  r,»  /tesof  i4w  » 

I am  ignorant  whether  the  patriarch,  who 
feemi  to  have  been  a jealous  lover,  is  the 
Cimon  of  a preceding  epigram,  whofe  *i«f 
imM(  was  viewed  with  envy  and  wonder  by 
Priapus  himfelf. 

Thofe  who  reverence  the  infallibility  of 
fynods,  may  try  to  afceruui  their  fenfe.  The 
leading  bilhops  were  attended  by  partial  or 
carelefs  feribes,  who  difperfed  their  copies 
*)pund  the  world.  Our  G^^^ISS.  are  ful- 
ed  with  the  falfe  and  f*4^3kd  reading  of 
m tup  $vei*n  (Concil.  tom.  u^p.  1460.)  : the 

Vol.  IV.  4 


authentic  tranflation  of  pope  Leo  I.  does  not 
feem  to  have  been  executed;  and  the  old 
Latin  verfions  materially  differ  from  the  pre- 
fent  Vulgate,  which  was  reviled  (A.  D.  550) 
by  Rufticus,  a Roman  prieft,  from  the  belt 
MSS.  of  the  Avoi^nm  at  Confiantinople  (Du- 
cange,  C.  P.  Chrilliana,  L iv.  p.  151.),  a 
famous  monaftery  of  Latins,  Greeks,  and 
Syrians.  See  Concil.  tom.  iv.  p.  19-9 — . 
2049.  Critica,  tom.  ii.  p.  326,  Ac. 

6i  It  is  darkly  reprefented  in  the  micro- 
fcope  of  Pcuvius  (tom.  r.  1.  iii.  c.  $.)  j yet 
the  fubtle  theologian  is  himfelf  afraid— ne 
quis  fo/fe  fupcrvacaneam,  et  nMs  anxiam 
putet  .-modi  vocularum  inquifiticncm,  et 
ab  inltw.ua  theologici  gravitate  alienam 
(p.  114.). 

D perhaps 
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perhaps  finccrely,  fubferibed : but  they  proteflcd,  in  two  fucceflive 
debates,  that  it  was  neither  expedient  nor  lawful  to  tranfgrefs  the 
facred  landmarks  which  had  been  fixed  at  Nice,  Conftantinople,  and 
Ephefus,  according  to  the  rule  of  feripture  and  tradition.  At  length 
they  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  their  mailers,  but  their  infal- 
lible decree,  after  it  had  been  ratified  with  deliberate  votes  and  vehe- 
ment acclamations,  was  overturned  in  the  next  feffion  by  the  oppo- 
fition  of  the  legates  and  their  Oriental  friends.  It  was  in  vain  that 
a multitude  of  epifcopal  voices  repeated  in  chorus,  “ The  definition  of 
“ the  fathers  is  orthodox  and  immutable  1 The  heretics  are  now 
“ difeovered  ! Anathema  to  the  Ncftorians  ! Let  them  depart  from 
“ the  fynod  ! Let  them  repair  to  Rome*  1”  The  legates  threatened, 
the  emperor  was  abfolute,  and  a committee  of  eighteen  bilhops  pre- 
pared a new  decree,  which  was  impofed  on  the  reluctant  affembly. 
In  the  name  of  the  fourth  general  council,  the  Ch  rift  in  one  perfon, 
but  in  two  natures,  was  announced  to  the  Catholic  world  : an  invi- 
fible  line  was  drawn  between  the  herefy  of  Apcllinaris  and  the  faith 
of  St.  Cyril ; and  the  road  to  paradife,  a bridge  as  fliarp  as  a razor, 
was  fufpended  over  the  abyfs  by  the  maftcr-hand  of  the  theological 
artifl.  During  ten  centuries  of  blindnefs  and  fervitude,  Europe  received 
her  religious  opinions  from  the  oracle  of  the  Vatican  ; and  the  fame 
doctrine,  already  varnifhed  with  the  rpft  of  antiquity,  was  admitted 
without  difpute  into  the  creed  of  the  reformers,  who  declaimed  the 
fupremacyofthe  Roman  pontiff.  The  fynod  ofChalcedcn  Hill  triumphs 
in  the  protellant  churches;  hut  the  ferment  of  controverfy  has  fubfided, 
and  the  moll  pious  Chriftians  of  the  prefent  day  are  ignorant  or 
carelefs  of  their  own  belief  concerning  the  myllery  of  the  incarnation. 

fa  t KfxTnrv  « . . • Li bcr.it us  prelent  only  the  placid  face  of  the 

<»  flnT*Xiyo»ri(  yt>*>rru>t  -a  N*rt-  fynod,  and  ly  Hide  over  thefe  embers 

«>c  Pxdd  axr?.&*t<rii  ilippofltOS  J. 

(Concil.  tom.  iv.  p.  1449.).  Evagriui  and 

Far 
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Far  different  was  the  temper  of  the  Greeks  and  Egyptians  under 
the  ordodox  reigns  of  Leo  and  Marcian.  Thofe  pious  emperors 
enforced  with  arms  and  edi&s  the  fymbol  of  their  faith*’:  and  it  was 
declared  by  the  confcience  or  honour  of  five  hundred  bifhop3,  that 
the  decrees  of  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon  might  be  lawfully  fupported, 
even  with  blood.  The  Catholics  obferved  with  fatisfattion,  that 
the  fame  fynod  was  odious  both  to  the  Neftorlans  and  the  Mono- 
phyfites"; but  the  Ncftorians  were  lefs  angry,  or  lefs  powerful,  and 
the  Eaft  was  diftra&ed  by  the  obftinate  and  fanguinary  zeal  of  the 
Monophyfites.  Jerufalem  was  occupied  by  an  army  of  monks ; in 
the  name  of  the  one  incarnate  nature,  they  pillaged,  they  burnt, 
they  murdered ; the  fepulchre  of  Chrift  was  defiled  with  blood  ; and 
the  gates  of  the  city  were  guarded  in  tumultuous  rebellion  again  ft 
the  troops  of  the  emperor.  After  the  difgrace  and  exile  of  Diofcorus, 
the  Egyptians  ftill  regretted  their  fpiritual  father ; and  detefted  the 
ufurpation  <jf  his  fucceflor,  who  was  introduced  by  the  fathers  of 
Chalcedon.  The  throne  of  Protcrius  was  fupported  by  a guard  of 
two  thoufand  foldiers ; he  waged  a five  years  war  againft  the  people 
of  Alexandria ; and  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Marcian, 
he  became  the  vi<£lim  of  their  zeal.  On  the  third  day  before  the 
feftival  of  Eafter,  the  patriarch  was  befieged  in  the  cathedral,  and 

•7  See,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  A&t  of  and  hit  fynod  of  Chalcedon  (Bibliot.  cod. 
Chalcedon,  the  confirmation  of  the  fynod  by  ccxxv.  p.  76S.).  He  waged  a double  war 
Marcian  (Condi,  tom.  iv.  p.  1781.  1783.) ; againft  the  enemies  of  the  church,  and  wound- 
his  letters  to  the  monks  of  Alexandria  ed  either  foe  with  the  darts  of  his  adverfary— 
(p.  1791. ),  of  Mount  Sinai  (p.  1793.)*  °f  ***<*>& nAei;  £iX» o\  tv;  iTTftKrui.  A- 

Jerufalem  and  Paleftine  (p.  179S*)  ; his  laws  gainft  Neftorius  be  feemed  to  introduce  the 
agaibft the Eutychians  (p.  1809. 1811. 1831.).;  cxnyve*  of  the  Monophyfites:  againft  Eu- 
the  corrcfpondence  of  Leo  with  t he  previn-  tycbes  ho  appeared  to  countenance  the  »mr«- 
cial  fynods  on  the  revolution  of  Alexandria  c\u*  3 of  the  Neftorians.  The  apologift 
(p.  1835 — 1930.).  claims  a charitable  interpretation  for  the 

•*  Photius  (or  rather  Eulogius  of  Alexan-  faints  ’./t~ the  fame  had  been  extMded  to  the 
dria)  confcfles,  in  a fine  the  fpecious  hcreti«7"thc  found  of  the  cantfVmly  would 

colour  of  this  double  ch  . pope  Leo  have  been  loll  in  the  air. 

4 D 2 ' murdered 


CHAT. 

XLVil. 

V / 

Difcord  of 
the  Eaft, 
A.D. 

45 1 — 4**- 


Digitized  by  Google 


572 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 

XLVir. 

I — . — » 


The  Hrnoti- 
con  of  Zeno, 
A.  D.  48*. 


murdered  in  the  baptiftcry.  The  remains  of  his  mangled  corpfe 
were  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  his  alhes  to  the  wind : and  the 
deed  was  infpired  by  the  vifion  of  a pretended  angel ; an  ambi- 
tious monk,  who,  under  the  name  of  Timothy  the  Cat**,  fucceeded 
to  the  place  and  opinions  of  Diofcorus.  This  deadly  fuperftition 
was  inflamed,  on  either  fide,  by  the  principle  and  the  pradtice  of 
retaliation:  in  the  purfuit  of  a metaphyfical  quarrel,  many  thou- 
fands 70  were  flain,  and  the  Chriftians  of  every  degree  were  deprived 
of  the  fubftantial  enjoyments  of  focial  life,  and  of  the  invifible  gifts 
of  baptifm  and  the  holy  communion.  Perhaps  an  extravagant  fable 
of  the  times  may  conceal  an  allegorical  pidtu re  of  thefe  fanatics, 
who  tortured  each  other,  and  themfelves.  “ Under  the  confulihip 
“ ofVenantius  and  Celer,”  fays  a grave  bifliop,  “ the  people  of 
“ Alexandria,  and  all  Egypt,  were  feized  with  a ftrange  and  diaboli- 
**  cal  frenzy:  great  and  fmall,  flaves  and  freedmen,  monks  and 
“ clergy,  the  natives  of  the  land,  who  oppofed  the  fy^od  of  Chal- 
44  ccdon,  loft  their  fpeech  and  reafon,  barked  like  dogs,  and  tore, 
“ with  their  own  teeth,  the  fiefh  from  their  hands  and  arms7'.” 

The  diforders  of  thirty  years  at  length  produced  the  famous 
Henoticon  7*  of  the  emperor  Zeno,  which  in  his  reign,  and  in 
that  of  Anaftafius,  was  figned  by  all  the  bifhops  of  the  Eaft,  under 
the  penalty  of  degradation  and  exile,  if  they  rejeded  or  infringed 

Ai>upv:,  from  his  nofturnnl  expeditions. 

In  darknefi  and  difguife  he  crept  round  the 
cells  of  the  monaflcry,  and  whifpered  the 
revelation  to  his  numbering  brethren  (Theo- 
dor. Led  or,  1.  i.). 

*«.»t  ti  rtfyu&mm  pvpt* If,  mpusrm  tA.Sii 
. ...  poioi  Tip  oAAa  Mat  atirar  m aipa. 

Such  is  *V  hyperbolic  language  of  the  He- 
eoticon. 

*'  See  the  Chronicle  of  Viflor  Tun- 
nuneafis,  in  the  Leftioues  Antique  of  Cnni- 

m 


fius,  republiflied  by  Bifnage,  tom.  i.  p.  326. 

7*  The  Henoticon  if  transcribed  by  Eva- 
grius  (I.  iii.  c.  13.)*  and  translated  by  Libe- 
rates (Brev.  c.  18,).  Psgt  (Critics,  tom.  ii. 
p.  41 2 .)  and  Afieman  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  i. 
p.  343.)  arc  falbfied  that  it  is  free  from  he* 
refy ; but  Petavius  (Dogmat.  Theolog.  torn.*. 
1.  i.  c.  13.  p.  40.)  mofl  unaccountably  affirms 
Chalccdonenfem  afeivit.  An  ad  verfary  would 
prove  that  hr^a^never  read  the  Henoticon. 

this 
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this  falutary  and  fundamental  law.  The  clergy  may  fmile  or  groan  c p- 

at  the  prefumption  of  a layman  who  defines  the  articles  of  faith  ; yet  > — j 

if  he  ftoops  to  the  humiliating  talk,  his  mind  is  lefs  infe&ed  by 
prejudice  or  intereft,  and  the  authority  of  the  magiftratc  can  only  be 
maintained  by  the  concord  of  the  people.  It  is  in  ecclcfiafiical  ftory, 
that  Zeno  appears]  lead  contemptible ; and  I am  not  able  to  difeem 
any  Manichcean  or  Eutychian  guilt-  in  the  generous  faying  of  Ana- 
ftafius,  That  it  was  unworthy  of  an  emperor  to  perfccute  the  wor- 
fhippers  of  Chrid  and  the  citizens  of  Rome.  The  Henoticon  was 
mod  plcafing  to  the  Egyptians ; yet  the  fmalled  blcmifh  has  not 
been  deferibed  by  the  jealous,  and  even  jaundiced,  eyes  of  our  or- 
thodox fchoolmen,  and  it  accurately  reprefents  the  Catholic  faith  of 
the  incarnation,  without  adopting  or  declaiming  the  peculiar  terms 
or  tenets  of  the  hodile  fedis.  A folcmn  anathema  is  pronounced 
againd  Nedorius  and  Eutyches  ; againd  all  heretics  by  whom  Chrid 
is  divided,  or  confounded,  or  reduced  to  a phantom.  Without  de- 
fining the  number  or  the  article  of  the  word  nature , the  pure 
fydcm  of  St.  Cyril,  the  faith  of  Nice,  Condantinople,  and  Ephefus, 
is  refpedtfully  confirmed  ; but,  indcad  of  bowing  at  the  name  of  the 
fourth  council,  the  fubjedt  is  difmifled  by  the  cenfure  of  all  contrary 
dodlrines,  if  any  fucli  have  been  taught  either  elfewhere  or  at 
Chalcedon.  Under  this  ambiguous  expreflion,  the  friends  and  the 
enemies  of  the  lad  fynod  might  unite  in  a filent  embrace.  The 
mod  reafonable  Chridians  acquiefced  in  this  mode  of  toleration; 
but  their  reafon  was  feeble  and  incondant,  and  their  obedience  was 
defpifed  as  timid  and  fervile  by  the  vehement  fpirit  of  their 
brethren.  On  a fubjedt  which  engrofled  the  thoughts  and  difeourfes 
of  men,  it  was  difficult  to  preferve  an  exadt  neutrality ; .t  book,  a 
fermon,  a prayer,  rekindled  the  flame  of  controverfy ; ariSrthe  bonds 
of  communion  ^(jO^ltcrnatcly  broken  and  renewed  by  the  private 
animofity  of  the  bilhops.  The  l'pace  between  Nedorius  and  Eu- 

1 3 tyches 
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C A P.  tyclies  was  filled  by  a thoufand  (hades  of  language  and  opinion ; the 
t — __  ■ accphali " of  Egypt,  and  the  Roman  pontiffs,  of  equal  valour,  though 
of  unequal  ftrength,  may  be  found  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  theo- 
logical feale.  The  acephali,  without  a king  or  a bifhop,  were  fepa- 
rated  above  three  hundred  years  from  the  patriarchs  of  Alexandria, 
•who  had  accepted  the  communion  of  Conftantinople,  without 
exacting  a formal  condemnation  of  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon.  For 
accepting  the  communion  of  Alexandria,  without  a formal  appro- 
bation of  the  fame  fynod,  the  patriarchs  of  Conftantinople  were 
anathematifed  by  the  popes.  Their  inflexible  defpotifm  involved  the 
moll  orthodox  of  the  Greek  churches  in  this  lpiritual  contagion, 
denied  or  doubted  the  validity  of  their  facraments  and  fomented, 
thirty-five  years,  the  fchifm  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  till  they  finally 
abolifhed  the  memory  of  four  Byzantine  pontiffs,  who  had  dared  to 
oppofe  the  fupremacy  of  St.  Peter”.  Before  that  period,  the  pre- 
carious truce  of  Conftantinople  and  Egypt  had  been  violated  by  the 
zeal  of  the  rival  prelates.  Macedonius,  who  was  fufpc£ted  of  the 
Neftorian  herefy,  afferted,  in  difgrace  and  exile,  the  fynod  of  Chal- 
cedon,' while  the  fucceffor  of  Cyril  would  have  purchafed  its 
overthrow  with  a bribe  of  two  thoufand  pounds  of  gold. 

77  See  Renaudot  (Hlft.  Patriarch.  Alex,  fician.  TiNemont  himfelf  (Mem.  Ecdef. 
p.123.  131.  143.  195,  247.)*  They  were  tom.  xvi.  p.  372.  642,  &c.)  is  Ihocked  at  the 
reconciled  by  the  care  of  Mark  I.  (A.  D.  proud  uncharitable  temper  of  the  popes:  they 
799—819)  : he  promoted  their  chiefs  to  the  are  now  glad,  fays  he,  to  invoke  St.  Flavian 
bifhoprics  of  Athribis  and  Talba  (perhaps  of  Antioch,  St.  Elias  of  Jerufalem,  fee.  to 
Tava.  See  d’Anville,  p.  82.),  and  fupplicd  whom  they  refufed  communion  whilft  upon 
the  facraments,  which  had  failed  for  want  of  earth.  But  cardinal  Baronins  is  firm  and 
an  epifcopal  ordination.  hard  as  the  rock  of  St.  Peter. 

74  De  his  quos  baptizavit,  quos  ordinavit  71  Tueir  names  were  era2ed  from  the  dip- 
Acacias,  majorom  tradkione  confefhm  ct  tych  of  the  church : ex  venerabifi  diptycho, 
veram,  prxeipue  religiofie  folicitudini  con*  in  quo  phe  memorix  tranfitum  ad  ccelum  ha- 
gruam  prxbemus  fine  ditficuhate  medicinam  bentium  epifeoporum  vocabula  coniinentur 
(Gelafius,  in  epift. »,  ad  Euphemiam,  Con-  (Concil.  tom.  iv.  p.  1846.).  This  ecdefiaf- 
cil.  torn.  v.  p.  286.).  The  offer  of  a medicine  tical  record  wa»  therefore  equivalent  to  the 
proves  the  difeafe,  and  numbers  muff  have  book  of  life, 
perilhed  before  the  arrival  of  the  Roman  phy- 
la 
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In  the  fever  of  the  times,  the  fenfe,  or  rather  the  found,  of  a Til- 
lable, was  fufficient  to  difturb  the  peace  of  an  empire.  The 
Tm  sag  ion  (thrice  holy),  “ Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of 
**  Hofts!”  is  fuppofed,  by  the  Greeks,  to  be  the  identical  hymn 
which  the  angels  and  cherubim  eternally  repeat  before  the  throne  of 
God,  and  which,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  was  mira- 
culoufly  revealed  to  the  church  of  Conftantinople.-  The  devotion  of 
Antioch  foon  added,  “ who  was  crucified  for  us!”  and  this  grateful 
addrefs,  either  to  Chrift  alone,  or  to  the  whole  Trinity,  may  be 
juftified  by  the  rules  of  theology,,  and  has  been  gradually  adopted  by 
the  Catholics  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  But  it  had  been  imagined  by 
a Monophyfite  bifhop”;.  the  gift  of  an  enemy  was  at  firft  rej cited 
as  a dire  and  dangerous  blafphemy,  and  the  rafh  innovation  had 
nearly  coft  the  emperor  Anaftafius  his  throne  and  his  life  ”.  The 
people  of  Conftantinople  was  devoid  of  any  rational  principles  of  free- 
dom > but  they  held,  as  a lawful  caufe  of  rebellion,  the  colour  of  a 
livery  in  the  races,  or  the  colour  of  a myftery  in  the  fchools.  The 
Trifagion,  with  and  without  this  obnoxious  addition,  was  chaunted 
in  the  cathedral  by  two  adverfe  choirs,  and,  when  their  lungs  were 
exhaufted,  they  had  recourfc  to  the  more  folid  arguments  of  flicks 
and  ftones : the  aggrefibrs  were  punifhed  by  the  emperor,  and  de- 
fended by  the  patriarch ; and  the  crown  and  mitre  were  ftaked  on 
the  event  of  this  momentous  quarrel.  The  ftreets  were  inftantly 


Petavius  (Dog mac.  Theolog,  tom,  v.  {, r* 
t.  2,  3,  4.  p.  217—225.)  and  Tillcmont 
(Mem.  kcclef.  tom.  xiv.  p.  713,  Sfc.  799*) 
rcprelcm  the  hillory  and  dotfrinc  of  the  Trif- 
jigion.  In  fhe  twelve  centuries  between 
if.uah  and  St,  Profiles’*  boy,  who  was  taken 
up  into  heaven  before' iht  biih«p  anti  people 
of  Conflr.ntmople,  the  fong  was  confidcrwbly 
improved.  The  boy  heaiij  the  angels  fing 
*'  iloi)  Ood  ! Holy  ftrong  UHotJy  immortal!” 
31  Peter  Cnapheui,  the  fuiltr  (a  trade 

10 


which  he  had  exercifcd  in  his  monaflery), 
patriarch  of  Antioch.  His  tedious  dory  is 
difcuil’cd  in  the  Annals  of  Pagi  (A.  D.  477 
—49c)  and  a Diflcrtation  of  M.  dc  Valois 
at  the  end  of  hti  fcvagrius. 

**  The  troubles  under  the  reign  of  Ana- 
flafius  mod  be  gathered  from  the  Chronicles 
of  Victor,  Marcclli-nus,  and  Thcophanes.  As 
the  Iaft  was  not  publiihtd  in  the  time  of  Ba- 
ronius,  his  critic  Pagi  is  more  copious,  as  well 
as  more  ccrrrft. 

crowded. 


575 

CHAP. 
XL  VII. 

' * 

The  Trifa- 
gion, and  re- 
ligious war, 
till  the  death 
of  Anaftafius, 
A.  D. 

508 — 518. 


Digitized  by  Google 


J?6 

CHAP 

XLVII. 

V— tt— ' 


THE  DECLINE  AND  TALL 

crowded  with  innumerable  fwarms  of  men,  women,  and  children; 
the  legions  of  monks,  in  regular  array,  marched,  and  fliouted,  and 
fought  at  their  head.  “ Chriftians!  this  is  the  day  of  martyrdom; 
“ let  us  not  defert  our  fpiritual  father ; anathema  to  the  Manichatan 
“ tyrant!  he  is  unworthy  to  reign.”  Such  was  the  Catholic  cry; 
and  the  gallies  of  Anaftafius  lay  upon  their  oars  before  the  palace, 
till  the  patriarch  had  pardoned  his  penitent,  and  hufhed  the  waves 
of  the  troubled  multitude.  The  triumph  of  Macedonius  was  check- 
ed by  a fpeedy  exile ; but  the  zeal  of  his  flock  was  again  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  fame  queftion,  “ Whether  one  of  the  Trinity  had  been 
“ crucified  ?”  On  this  momentous  occafion,  the  blue  and  green 
factions  of  Conftantinople  fufpended  their  difeord,  and  the  civil  and 
military  powers  were  annihilated  in  their  prefence.  The  keys  of 
the  city,  and  the  ftandards  of  the  guards,  were  depofited  in  the 
forum  of  Conftantine,  the  principal  ftation  and  camp  of  the  faith- 
ful. Day  and  night  they  were  inccflantly  bufied  either  in  Ting- 
ing hymns  to  the  honour  of  their  God,  or  in  pillaging  and  murder* 
ing  the  fervants  of  their  prince.  The  head  of  his  favourite  monk, 
the  friend,  as  they  ftyled  him,  of  the  enemy  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
was  borne  aloft  on  a fpcar;  and  the  firebrands  which  had  been 
darted  againft  heretical  ftrudtures,  diffufed  the  undiflinguifliing 
'flames  over  the  mod  orthodox  buildings.  The  ftatues  of  the  em- 
peror were  broken,  and  his  perfon  was  concealed  in  a fuburb,  till, 
at  the  end  of  three  days,  he  dared  to  implore  the  mercy  of  his  fub- 
jefts.  Without  his  diadem,  and  in  the  poflure  of  a fuppliant, 
Anaftafius  apppaoed  on  the  throne  of  the  circus.  The  Catholics, 
before  his  face,  reheariWVlheir  genuine  Trifagion ; they  exalted  in 
the  offer  which  he  proclaimed  by  the  voice  of  a herald,  of  abdi- 
cating the  purple ; they  liftened  to  the  admonition,  that,  fince  alt 
cc&lifttiat  reign,  they  fhould  previoufly  agree  ip  the  choice  of  a fo- 
tarereign;  and  they  accepted  the  blood  of  two  unpopular  minifters, 

whom 
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whom  their  matter,  without  hefitation,  condemned  to  the  lions.  CHAP. 

XL  VII. 

Thefc  furious  but  tranfient  feditions  were  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  » — - » 
of  Vitalian,  who,  with  an  army  of  Huns  and  Bulgarians,  for  the 
moft  part  idolaters,  declared  himfclf  the  champion  of  the  Catholic 
faith.  In  this  pious  rebellion  he  depopulated  Thrace,  befieged  Con- 
ftantinople,  exterminated  fixty-five  thoufand  of  his  fellow-Chriftians, 
till  he  obtained  the  recall  of  the  bifhops,  the  fatisfadion  of  the  pope, 
and  the  cftablifhment  of  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  an  orthodox 
treaty,  relu&antly  figned  by  the  dying  Anaftafius,  and  more  faith- 
fully performed  by  the  uncle  of  Juftinian.  And  fuch  was  the  event  Firft  religious 
of  the  firjl  of  the  religious  wars,  which  have  been  waged  in  the  A.  D.  514. 
name,  and  by  the  dilctplcs,  of  the  God  of  Peace”. 

Juftinian  has  been  already  feen  in  the  various  lights  of  a prince,  a Theological 
conqueror,  and  a lawgiver:  the  theologian”  ftill  remains,  and  it  gtvcrnmcn"^ 
affords  an  unfavourable  prejudice,  that  his  theology  fliould  forma 
very  prominent  feature  of  his  portrait.  Tire  fovereign  fympathifed  5*9— S6S* 
with  his  fubje&s  in  their  fuperftitious  reverence  for  living  and  de- 
parted faints : his  Code,  and  more  efpecially  his  Novels,  confirm  and 
enlarge  the  privileges  of  the  clergy;  and  in  every  difpute  between  a 
monk  and  a layman,  the  partial  judge  was  inclined  to  pronounce, 
that  truth,  and  innocence,  and  juftice,  were  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  church.  In  his  public  and  private  devotions,  the  emperor  was 


r»  The  general  hiftory,  from  the  council  of 
Chalcedon  to  the  death  of  Anaftafius,  may 
be  found  in  the  Breviary  of  Libcratus  (c.  14 
—15  v.  the  ii*  and  in*  books  of  Evagrius, 
the  Abftraft  of  the  two  books  of.  Theodore 
the  Reader,  the  Afts  of  the  Synods,  and  the 
Epiftles  of  the  Popes  (Concil.  tom.  v.).  The 
feries  is  continued  with  fome  diforder  in  the 
xvth  and  xvi'*  tomes  of  the  Mcmoires  Ecde- 
fiaftiques  of  Tillemont.  And  here  I mult 
take  leave  for  ever  of  that  incomparable 
guide — whofe  bigotry  is  overbalanced  by  the 
merits  of  erudition,  diligence,  veracity,  and 

Vox..  IV.  4 


fcrupulous  minutenefs.  He  was  prevented 
by  death  from  completing,  as  he  defigned, 
the  vi*  century  of  the  church  aad  empire, 

13  The  ftndtr  of  the  Anecdotes  of  Proco- 
pius (c.u.  13.  18- 17,  28.),  with  the  learned 
remarked  Alemannus,  is  confirmed,  rather 
than  contradifled,  by  the  Afts  of  the  Coun- 
cils, the  fourth  book  of  Evagrius,  and  the 
complaints  of  the  African  Facundus  in  his 
xit"1  book—  de  tribus  capitulis,  *Mum  videri 
" doftus  appetit  importune  . • . fpontanoa, 
quruftionibus  ecclefiam  turbat.”  Sec  Pro-*' 
cop.  dc  Bell.  Goth.  1.  iii.  c.  35. 

E affitluous 
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C XLVii  P a^'IC'u0US  anJ  exemplary ; liis  prayers,  vigils,  and  fafts,  dlfplayed 

* y < the  auftere  penance  of  a monk ; his  fancy  was  amufed  by  the  hope, 

or  belief,  of  perfonal  infpiration ; he  had  fecured  the  patronage  of 
the  Virgin  and  St.  Michael  the  archangel ; and  his  recovery  from 
a dangerous  difeafe  was  aferibed  to  the  miraculous  fuccour  of  the 
holy  martyrs  Cofmas  and  Damian.  The  capital  and  the  provinces 
of  the  Eaft  were  decorated  with  the  monuments  of  his  religion"; 
and,  though  the  far  greater  part  of  thefe  coftly  ftru&ures  may  be 
attributed  to  his  laftc  or  oftentation,  the  zeal  of  the  royal  architect  was 
probably  quickened  by  a genuine  fenfe  of  love  and  gratitude  towards 
his  invifiblc  benefactors.  Among  the  titles  of  Imperial  greatnefs,  the 
name  of  Pious  was  moft  pleafing  to  his  ear ; to  promote  the  temporal 
and  fpiritual  intcrcft  of  the  church,  was  the  ferious  bufinefs  of  his 
life;  and  the  duty  of  father  of  his  country  was  often  facrificed  to 
that  of  defender  of  the  faith.  The  controverfies  of  the  times  were 
congenial  to  his  temper  and  underftanding ; and  the  theological  pro- 
fclTors  mull  inwardly  deride  the  diligence  of  a ftranger,  who  culti- 
vated their  art  and  neglcCled  his  own.  “ What  can  ye  fear,"  faid  a 
bold  confpirator  to  his  aflociates,  “ from  your  bigoted  tyrant?  Slecp- 
“ lefs  and  unarmed  he  fits  whole  nights  in  his  clofet,  debating  with 
“ reverend  greybeards,  and  turning  over  the  pages  of  ecclefiaftical 
“ volumes**.”  The  fruits  of  thefe  lucubrations  were  difplayed  in 
many  a conference,  where  Juftinian  might  fhine  as  the  loudeft  and 
moft  fubtle  of  the  difputants;  in  many  a fermon,  which,  under  the 
name  of  edi&s  and  epiftles,  proclaimed  to  the  empire  the  theology 
of  their  mafter.  While  the  Barbarians  invaded  the  provinces,  while 
the  victorious  legions  marched  under  the  banners  of  Belifarius  and 

8*  Procop.  de  Edificiis,  1.  L c.  6,  7,  &c.  cop.  de  Bell.  Goth.  1.  iii.  c.  32.  In  the  life 

paflim.  of  St.  Eutychius  (apud  Aleman,  ad  Procop. 

•*  ‘o?  it  xaditrcu  1;  au  it*  Arcan.  c,  18.),  the  fame  chara&er  is  giver* 

1^*6,  wzrvt  IjM.’  w iiffuv  yifww  a^xtra  with  a ddign  to  praife  JuU:nian. 

«i&ctxA«i»  ta  Xpnan*  Xoyi*  amtiiu  ErO« 
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Narfcs,  the  fucceflor  of  Trajan,  unknown  to  the  camp,  was  content  c v*  !‘- 

to  vanquUh  at  the  head  of  a fynod.  Had  he  invited  to  thcfe  fynods  v , < 

a difinterefted  and  rational  fpe&ator,  Juftinian  might  have  learned, 

“ that  religious  controverfy  is  the  offspring  of  arrogance  and  folly; 

“ that  true  piety  is  mod  laudably  expreffed  by  filcncc  and  fubmif- 
“ fion ; that  man,  ignorant  of  his  own  nature,  (hould  not  pre- 
“ fume  to  ferutiniie  the  nature  of  his  God ; and,  that  it  is  fuffi- 
“ cient  for  us  to  know,  that  power  and  benevolence  are  the  perfect 
“ attributes  of  the  Deity 

Toleration  was  not  the  virtue  of  the  times,  and  indulgence  to  His  perfects- 
rebels  has  fcldom  been  the  virtue  of  princes.  But  when  the  prince 
defeends  to  the  narrow  and  pcevilh  character  of  a difputant,  he  is 
eafiiy  provoked  to  fupply  the  defeat  of  argument  by  the  plenitude 
of  power,  and  to  chaftife  without  mercy  the  perverfe  blindnefs  of 
thofe  who  wilfully  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  light  of  demonftration. 

The  reign  of  Juftinian  was  an  uniform,  yet  various  fcenc  of  perfe- 
ction ; and  he  appears  to  have  furpaffed  his  indolent  predeceffors, 
both  in  the  contrivance  of  his  laws  and  the  rigour  of  their  execution. 

The  infufficient  term  of  three  months  was  alligned  for  the  converfion  of  hereticsj 
or  exile  of  all  heretics  *4 ; and  if  he  ftill  connived  at  their  precarious 
ftay,  they  were  deprived,  under  his  iron  yoke,  not  only  of  the 
benefits  of  fociety,  but  of  the  common  birth-right  of  men  and  Chrif- 
tians.  At  the  end  of  four  hundred  years,  the  Montanifts  of  Phrygia'* 

11  For  thefe  wife  and  moderate  femiments,  dit  at  he  draws  towards  his  ead.  After  nom- 
Procopius  (de  Bell.  Goth.  l.i.  c.  3.)  is  fcourged  bering  the  heretics,  Neftorians,  Eutychians, 
in  tht  Preface  of  Alemanmii,  who  ranks  him  &c.  ne  expedient,  fays  Juftinian,  ut  digni  ve- 
among  the  ftlitUal  Chriitians — fed  looge  ve-  nia  judicentur  t jubemus  enisn  ut . . . convifli 
rius  hxrefura  omnium  fentinas,  prorlufq je  et  aperti  h.xretici  jufbc  et  idonese  animadver- 
Atheos — abominable  Atheifla,  who  preached  fiooi  fnbjiciantur.  Baronius  copies  and  ap- 
the  imitation  of  God’s  mercy  to  man  (ad  plauda  this  edift  of  the  Code  (A.  D.  517, 

Hill.  Arcan.  c.  13.).  N°3g,  4o.). 

14  This  alternative,  a precious  circumltai^ce,  *»  See  the  character  and  principles  of  the 

is  preferred  by  John  Malala  (tom.  ii.  p.  63.  Montanifts,  in  Mofheim,  de  Rebus  Chrift, 
edit.  Yenet.  1733),  who  deferves  more  ere-  ante  ConlUntisum,  p.  410—424.  • 

4 E 2 ftill 
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ftill  breathed  the  wild  enthufiaftn  of  perfe&ion  and  prophecy,  which 
they  had  imbibed  from  their  male  and  female  apoftles,  the  lpecial 
organs  of  the  Paraclete.  On  the  approach  of  the  Catholic  priefts 
and  foldiers,  they  grafped  with  alacrity  the  crown  of  martyrdom  ; 
the  conventicle  and  the  congregation  perilhed  in  the  flames,  but  thefe 
primitive  fanatics  were  not  extinguilhed  three  hundred  years  after 
the  death  of  their  tyrant.  Under  the  protedlion  of  the  Gothic  con- 
federates, the  church  of  the  Arians  at  Conftantinoplc  had  braved  the 
i'everity  of  the  laws : their  clergy  equalled  the  wealth  and  magni- 
ficence of  the  fenate ; and  the  gold  and  filver  which  were  feized 
by  the  rapacious  hand  of  Jullinian  might  perhaps  be  claimed  as  the 
fpoils  of  the  provinces  and  the  trophies  of  the  Barbarians.  A fccret 
remnant  of  pagans,  who  ftill  lurked  in  the  mod  refined  and  the  moil 
ruftic  conditions  of  mankind,  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Chrit- 
tians,  who  were  perhaps  unwilling  that  any  ftrangers  fhoukl  be  the 
witnefles  of  their  inteftine  quarrels.  A bifhop  was  named  as  the 
inquifitor  of  the  faith,  and  his  diligence  foon  difeovered  in  the  court 
and  city,  the  magiftrates,  lawyers,  phyficians,  and  fophifts,  who  ftiil 
cheriflied  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks.  They  were  fternly  in- 
formed that  they  muft  chufe  without  delay  between  the  difpleafure 
of  Jupiter  or  Juftinian,  and  that  their  averfion  to  the  gofpel  could 
no  longer  be  difguifed  under  the  fcandalous  maik  of  indifference  or 
impiety.  The  patrician  Photius  perhaps  alone  was  refolved  to  live 
and  to  die  like  his  anceftors  : he  enfranchiled  himfelf  with  the  ftroke 
of  a dagger,  and  left  his  tyrant  the  poor  confolation  of  expofing 
with  ignominy  the  lifelefs  corpfe  of  the  fugitive.  His  weaker 
brethren  fubmitted  to  their  earthly  monarch,  underwent  the  cere- 
mony of  baptifm,  and  laboured,  by  their  extraordinary  zeal,  to  craze 
the  fufpicion,  or  to  expiate  the  guilt,  of  idolatry.  The  native  country 
of  Homer,  and  the  theatre  of  the  Trojan  war,  ftill  retained  the  laft 
tfparks  of  his  mythology : by  the  care  of  the  fame  bifliop,  feventy 
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tfioufand  Pagans  were  detected  and  converted  In  Afia,  Phrygia,  C H A P. 
Lydia,  and  Caria ; ninety-fix  churches  were  built  for  the  new  pro-  ■ — j 
felytes  ; and  linen  veftmenfs,  bibles,  and  liturgies,  and  vafes  of 
gold  and  filver,  were  fupplied  by  the  pious  munificence  of  Juftinian". 

The  Jews,  who  had  been  gradually  ftripped  of  their  immunities,  of  Jew! ; 
were  oppreffed  by  a vexatious  law,  which  compelled  them  to  ob- 
ferve  the  feftival  of  Eafter  the  fame  day  on  which  it  was  celebrated 
by  the  Chrifiians  ",  And  they  might  complain  with  the  more  rea- 
fon,  fince  the  Catholics  themfelves  did  not  agree  with  the  aftrono- 
mical  calculations  of  their  fovereign  : the  people  of  Conftantinople 
delayed  the  beginning  of  their  Lent  a whole  week  after  it  had  been 
ordained  by  authority ; and  they  had  the  pleafure  of  falling  feven 
days,  while  meat  was  expofed  for  fale  by  the  command  of  the  em- 
peror. The  Samaritans  of  Paleftine " were  a motley  race,  an  am-  of  Stmaii- 
biguous  fed,  rejected  as  jews  by  the  Pagans,  by  the  Jews  as  fchif-  UI"' 
matics,  and  by  the  Chriftians  as  idolaters.  The  abomination  of  the 
crofs  had  already  been  planted  on  their  holy  mount  of  Garizim ,s 
but  the  perfecution  of  Juftinian  offered  only  the  alternative  or 
baptifm  or  rebellion.  They  chofe  the  latter : under  the  ftandard  of 
a defperate  leader,  they  rofc  in  arms,  and  retaliated  their  wrongs 
on  the  lives,  the  property,  and  the  temples  of  a defencelefs  people. 


M Theophan.  Chron.  p.  153.  John  the 
Monophyftte  bifhop  of  Afia,  is  a more  au- 
thentic witnefs  of  this  tranfaftion,  in  which 
he  was  himfclf  employed  by  the  emperor 
(Afleman.  Bib.  Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  85.). 

•7  Compare  Procopius  (Hi ft.  Arcan.  c.  a 8. 
and  Aleman's  Note*)  with  Theophanes 
(Chron.  p.  190.).  The  council  of  Nice  has 
entrufted  the  patriarch,  or  rather  the  aftro- 
norr.crs,  of  Alexandria  with  the  annual  pro- 
clamation of  Eafter;  and  we  Sill  read,  or 
rather  wr  do  not  read,  many  of  the  Pafchal 
epiftles  of  St.  Cyril.  Since  the  reign  of  Mo* 
nophytifm  in  Egypt,  the  Catholics  were  per- 
10 


plexed  by  foch  a foolilh  prejudice  ai  that 
which  fo  long  oppofed,  among  the  Proteft- 
ants,  the  reception  of  the  Gregorian  ftyle. 

a>  For  the  religion  and  biftory  of  the  Sa- 
maritans, confult  Bafnage,  HiAoiredes  Juifs, 
a learned  and  impartial  work. 

**  Sichcm,  Ncapolii,  Naplous,  the  ancient 
and  modern  feat  of  the  Samaritans,  is  fituate 
in  a valley  between  the  barren  Ebal,  the 
mountain  of  curfing  to  the  north,  the  fruit- 
ful Garizim , or  mountain  of  curfing  to  the 
fouth,  ten  or  eleven  hours  travel  from  Jeru- 
falem.  See  Maundrel,  Journey  from  Aleppo, 
fcc.  p.  59—63. 
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C xly^j  P‘  *D>e  Samaritans  were  finally  fubdued  by  the  regular  forces  of  the 
t-  -v-.  ..x  Eaft : twenty  thoufand  were  flain,  twenty  thoufand  were  fold  by 
the  Arabs  to  the  infidels  of  Perfia  and  India,  and  the  remains  of 
that  unhappy  nation  atoned  for  the  crime  of  treafon  by  the  fin  of 
hypocrify.  It  has  been  computed  that  one  hundred  thoufand  Ro- 
man fubje&s  were  extirpated  in  the  Samaritan  war  ",  which  con- 
verted the  once-fruitful  province  into  a defolate,  and  finoking  wil- 
dernefs.  But  in  the  creed  of  Juftinian,  the  guilt  of  murder  could 
not  be  applied  to  the  /laughter  of  unbelievers ; and  he  pioufly  la- 
boured to  eftabli/h  with  fire  and  fword  the  unity  of  the  Chriftian 
faith'1. 


-ttii  ortho- 
doxy. 


With  tliefe  fentiments,  it  was  incumbent  on  him,  at  Ieafl,  to  be 
always  in  the  right.  In  the  firft  years  of  his  adminiftration,  he  fig- 
nalifcd  his  zeal  as  the  difciplc  and  patron  of  orthodoxy : the  recon- 
ciliation of  the  Greeks  and  Latins  eftablilhed  the  tome  of  St.  Leo 
as  the  creed  of  the  emperor  and  the  empire ; the  Ncftorians  and 
Eutychians  were  expofed,  on  either  fide,  to  the  double  edge  of  per- 
fection ; and  the  four  fynods,  of  Nice,  Conftantinople,  Ephefus, 
and  Chalcedony  were  ratified  by  the  code  of  a Catholic  lawgiver  **. 
But  while  Juftinian  ftrove  to  maintain  the  uniformity  of  faith  and 
wor/hip,  his  wife  Theodora,  whofe  vices  were  not  incompatible 
with  devotion,  had  liftened  to  the  Monophyfite  teachers ; and  the 
open  or  clandeftine  enemies  of  the  church  revived  and  multiplied 
at  the  fmile  of  their  gracious  patronefs.  The  capital,  the  palace,  the 

90  Procop.  Anecdot.  c.  u.  Theophan. 

Chron.p.  15a.  John  Malala,  Chron.  tom.  ii. 
p.  62.  I remember  an  obfervation,  half  phi- 
lofophical,  half  fuperftitiouj,  that  the  province 
which  had  been  rained  by  the  bigotry  of  Juf- 
tinian  was  the  fame  1'  rojgh  which  the  Ma- 
hotnetirj.  penetrated  into  the  empire. 

e*  The  expreflion  of  Procopiat  is  remark- 
able t e yaf  ii  t&Kll  pjij  orSfwxo,  11,31,  r.<  yi  py 


W5  atr»  J.fyt  SI  TiXitT.TTIf  Tt^v.11  trUi-  Anec- 
dot.  c.  13. 

91  See  the  Chronicle  of  ViSor,  p.  328.  and 
the  original  evidence  of  the  laws  of  Jortinian. 
Daring  the  Srft  yeart  of  his  reign,  Baronius 
himfclf  is  in  extreme  good  humour  with  the 
emperor,  who  courted  the  popes  till  he  got 
them  into  his  power. 

nuptial 
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nuptial  bed,  were  torn  by  fpiritual  difcord  ; yet  fo  doubtful  was  c H A 

the  fincerity  of  the  royal  conforts,  that  their  fecming  difagree-  ' ■ 

ment  was  imputed  by  many  to  a fecret  and  mifchievous  confederacy 
againft  the  religion  and  happinefs  of  their  people  *\  The  famous  The  three 
difpute  of  the  three  chapters’*,  which  has  filled  more  volumes  a.d. 
than  it  deferves  lines,  is  deeply  marked  with  this  fubtle  and  difin- 
genuous  fpirit.  It  was  now  three  hundred  years  fince  the  body  of 
Origen  ” had  been  eaten  by  the  worms : his  foul,  of  which  he  held 
the  pre-exiflence,  was  in  the  hands  of  its  Creator,  but  his  writings 
were  eagerly  perufed  by  tire  monks  of  Palcftine.  In  thefe  writings, 
the  piercing  eye  of  Juftinian  deferied  more  than  ten  metaphyfical 
errors  ; and  the  primitive  doctor,  in  the  company  of  Pythagoras  and 
Plato,  was  devoted  by  the  clergy  to  the  eternity  of  hell-fire,  which 
he  had  prefumed  to  deny.  Under  the  cover  of  this  precedent,  a 
treacherous  blow  was  aimed  at  the  council  of  Chalccdon.  The 
fathers  had  liftened  without  impatience  to  the  praife  of  Theodore  of 
Mopfueftia  ** : and  their  juftice  or  indulgence  had  reftored  both 


01  Procopius,  Anecdot.  c.  13.  Evagrius, 
I.  iv.  c.  10.  If  the  ecclefiaftical  never  read 
the  fecret  hiftorian,  tbeir  common  fufpicion 
proves  at  lead  the  general  hatred. 

*♦  On  the  fubjed  of  the  three  chapters, 
the  original  ads  of  the  *,h  general  council  of 
Conftantinople  fupply  much  ufclcfs,  though 
authentic,  knowledge  (Concil.  tom.  vi.  p.  t 
—419.).  The  Greek  Evagrius  is  lefs  copious 
and  corred  (1.  iv.  c.38,)  than  the  three  zeal- 
ous Africans,  Facundus  (in  his  twelve  books, 
de  tribus  capital  it,  which  are  mod  corredly 
published  by  Sirmood),  Liberatus  (in  his  Bre- 
viarium,  c.  22,  23,  24.),  and  Vidor  Tunu- 
nenfu  in  hit  Chronicle  (in  tom.  i.  Antic], 
Led.  Canifti,'p.  330—334.).  The  Liber  Pon- 
tificalia, or  Anaftaftus  (in  Vigilio,  Pelagio, 
&c.),  is  original,  Italian  evidence.  The 
modern  reader  will  derive  fome  information 
from  Pupin  (Bibliot.  Ecdef.  torn.  v.  p.  189 
12 


—207.)  and  Bafnage  (Hid.  de  PEglife,  tom.  i. 
p.  519 — 541.)  ; yet  the  latter  is  too  firmly 
rcfolved  to  depreciate  the  authority  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  popes. 

Origen  had  indeed  too  great  a propen fity 
to  imitatethe  ~tx»,r  and  }wji3»x  of  the  old  phi- 
lofopher*  (Juftinian,  ad  Mennam,  in  Conci). 
tom.fi.  p.  356.).  His  moderate  opinions  were 
too  repugnant  to  the  zeal  of  the  church,  and 
he  was  found  guilty  of  the  herefy  of  reafon. 

96  Bafnage  (Prxfat.  p.  11  — 14.  *0®.  i; 

Antiq.  Led.  Canif.)  has  fairly  weighed  the 
guilt  and  innocence  of  Theodore  of  Mopfu- 
eftia. If  he  compofed  10,000  volumes,  as 
many  errors  would  be  a charitable  allowance. 
In  all  the  fubfequentcaiaJogues  of  here/Urchs, 
he  alone,  without  his  two  brethren,  is  in- 
cluded ; and  it  is  the  duty  of  Aficraan  (Bi~ 
bliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv,  p.  203— 207)  to  jcJb* 
tify  the  fcntence.  'v^ 

Theodores. 
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Theodoret  of  Cyrrhus,  and  Ibas  of  Edefla,  to  the  communion  of  the 
church.  But  the  characters  of  thefe  Oriental  bifliops  were  tainted 
with  the  reproach  of  herefy ; the  firft  had  been  the  matter,  the  two 
others  were  the  friends,  of  Neftorius : their  molt  fufpicious  paflages 
were  accufed  under  the  title  of  the  three  chapters ; and  the  con- 
demnation of  their  memory  mutt  involve  the  honour  of  a fynod, 
whofe  name  was  pronounced  with  fincere  or  attested  reverence  by 
the  Catholic  world.  If  thefe  bifliops,  whether  innocent  or  guilty, 
were  annihilated  in  the  fleep  of  death,  they  would  not  probably  be 
awakened  by  the  clamour,  which  after  an  hundred  years  was  raifed 
over  their  grave.  If  they  were  already  in  the  fangs  of  the  dxmon, 
their  torments  could  neither  be  aggravated  nor  attuaged  by  human 
induftry.  If  in  the  company  of  faints  and  angels  they  enjoyed  the 
rewards  of  piety,  they  mutt  have  fmiled  at  the  idle  fury  of  the 
theological  infeds  who  ftill  crawled  on  the  furface  of  the  earth.  The 
foremoft  of  thefe  infeds,  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  darted  his 
fting,  and  dittilled  his  venom,  perhaps  without  difeeming  the  true 
motives  of  Theodora  and  her  ecclefiattical  fadion.  The  vidims 
were  no  longer  fubjed  to  his  power,  and  the  vehement  ftyle  of  his 
edids  could  only  proclaim  their  damnation,  and  invite  the  clergy  of 
the  Eaft  to  join  in  a full  chorus  of  curfes  and  anathemas.  The  Eaft, 
with  fome  hefitation,  confented  to  the  voice  of  her  fovereign : the 
fifth  general  council,  of  three  patriarchs  and  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  bifliops,  was  held  at  Conttantinople ; and  the  authors,  as  well  as 
the  defenders,  of  the  three  chapters  were  feparated  from  the  commu- 
nion of  the  faints,  and  folcmnly  delivered  tp  the -prince  of  darknefs. 
But  the  Latin 'churthefc  wqje  more  jealous  of. ‘the  honour  of  Leo 
an  V fynod  01  Chalcedon ; and  if  they  had  fought  as  they  ufually 
did  under  the  ftandard  of  Rome,  they  might  have  prevailed  in  the 
i'e  of  reafon  and  humanity.  But  their  chief  was  a prifoner  in  the 
ds  of  the  enemy ; the  throne  of  St.  Peter,  which  had  been  dif- 
jUJP  graced 
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graced  by  the  fimony,  was  betrayed  by  the  cowardice,  of  Vigilius,  c H A P> 

who  yielded,  after  a long  and  inconfiftent  ftruggle,  to  the  defpotifm  ' » — 

of  Juftinian  and  the  fophiftry  of  the  Greeks.  His  apollacy  pro- 
voked the  indignation  of  the  Latins,  and  no  more  than  two  bifliops 
could  be  found  who  would  impofe  their  hands  on  his  deacon  and 
fucceflor  Pelagius.  Yet  the  perfeverance  of  the  popes  iufenfibly 
transferred  to  their  adverlaries  the  appellation  of  fchifmatics:  the 
Illyrian,  African,  and  Italian  churches,  were  oppreffed  by  the  civil 
and  ccclefiallical  powers,  not  without  fomc  effort  of  military  force”; 
the  diftant  Barbarians  tranferibed  the  creed  of  the  Vatican,  and  in 
the  period  of  a century,  the  fchifm  of  the  three  chapters  expired  in 
an  obfcure  angle  of  the  Venetian  province*1.  But  the  religious  dil- 
Content  of  the  Italians  had  already  promoted  the  conquefts  of  the 
Lombards,  and  the  Romans  thcmfclves  were  accuftomed  to  fufpedt 
the  faith,  and  to  deteft  the  government,  of  their  Byzantine  tyrant. 

Juftinian  was  neither  ftcady  nor  confident  in  the  nice  procefs  of  o{ 
fixing  his  volatile  opinions  and  thofe  of  his  fubjeds.  In  his  youth,  a.  d.  564 < 
he  was  offended  by  the  flighted  deviation  from  the  orthodox  line ; 
in  his  old  age  he  tranfgreffcd  the  mcafure  of  temperate  herefy,  and 
the  Jacobites,  not  lefs  than  the  Catholics,  were  fcandaiized  by  his  de- 
claration, that  the  body  of  Chrift  was  incorruptible,  and  that  his 
manhood  was  never  fubjed  to  any  wants  and  infirmities,  the  inhe- 
ritance of  our  mortal  flelh.  This  pbantaJUc  opinion  was  announced 


97  See  the  complaints  of  Liberatus  and  It  Would  have  been  curious  and  Impartial. 
Vi&or,  and  the  exhortations  of  pope  Pelt-  91  The  bifhops  of  the  patriarchate  of  A- 
gius  to  the  conqueror  and  exarch  of  Italy,  quileia  were  reconciled  by  pope  Honorius, 
Schifma. . • . per  potentates  publicas  oppri-  A.  D.  638  (Muratori,  Annali  d’ltalia,  tom.  v. 
matur,  &c.  (Concil.  tom.  vi.  p.  467,  See.)  p.  176.),;  but  they  again  relapfed,  and  the 
An  army  was  detained  to  fupprefs  the  fe-  fchifm  was  not  finally  extinguilhcda^ll  698. 
dition  of  an  Illyrian  city.  See  Procopius  Fourteen  years  before,  the  churigW  Spain 
(de  Bell*  Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  23.) : J,  mm»  had  overlooked  the  \(k  general  Cofincil  with 


ax/r ->tf  it  Xftrt»:ot  ctatfAay/^rrxt*  He  contemptuous  filcnce  (xiu  Concil.  Tol(| 
fee  ms  to  promife  an  ecde/iaiUcal  hiltory.  in  Concil.  tom,  vii.  p.  487— 494).  Ai 

vot.  iv.  4r  1 
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in  the  laft  c (lifts  of  Juflinian  ; and  at  the  moment  of  his  feafonabifc- 
departure,  the  clergy  had  refufed  to  fubferibe,  the  prince  was  pre- 
pared to  perfccute,  and  the  people?  were  refolved  to  fuffer  or  refift. 
A bifhop  of  Treves,  fecure  beyond  the  limits  of  his  power,  ad- 
drefled  the  monarch  of  the  Eaft  in  the  language  of  authority  and 
affeftion.  “ Mod  gracious  Juftinian,  remember  your  baptifm  and 
“ your  creed  ! Let  not  your  grey  hairs  be  defiled  with  herefy.  Re- 
“ call  your  fathers  from  exile,  and  your  followers  from  perdition. 
“ You  cannot  be  ignorant  that  Italy  and  Gaul,  Spain  and  Africa* 
11  already  deplore  your  fall  and  anathemr.iil'e  your  name.  Unlcfs, 
“ without  delay,  you  deftroy  what  you  have  taught  j unlcfs  you 
“ exclaim  with  a loud  voice,  I have  erred,  I have  finned,  anathema 
“ to  Neftorius,  anathema  to  liutyches,  you  deliver  your  foul  to  the 
“ fame  flames  in  which  they  will  eternally  burn.”  He  died  and 
made  no  fign”.  His  death  reftored  in  fomc  degree  the  peace  of 
the  church,  and  the  reigns  of  his  four  fucceflors,  Juftin,  Tiberius, 
Maurice,  and  Phocas,  arc  diftinguiflied  by  a rare  though  fortunate 
vacancy  in  the  ecclefiaftical  hillory  of  the  Eaft 

The  faculties  of  fenfe  and  reafon  are  lead  capable  of  afting  on 
themfelves  ; the  eye  is  moft  inacceflible  to  the  fight,  the  foul  to  the 
thought ; yet  we  think,  and  even  feel,  that  one  -will , a foie  principle 
of  aftion,  is  cflential  to  a rational  and  confcious  being.  When  He- 
raclius  returned  from  the  Perfian  war,  the  orthodox  hero  confulted 
his  bifhops,  whether  the  Chrift  whom  he  adored,  of  one  perfon,  but 
of  two  natures,  was  aftuated  by  a Angle  or  a double  will.  They 


99  Nicetios,  bilhop  of  Treves  (Condi, 
tom.  vi.  p.  511— >513.):  he  himfclf,  like 
molt  of^tGallican  prelates,  (Gregor.  Epift. 
I.  vii.  jn.  Ccncil.  tom.  vi.  p.  1007.), 

££«  feparated  from  the  communion  of  the 
patriarchs  by  h|s  refofal  to  condemn  the 
haptm.  liaronius  alrooft  r:  menaces 
8 


the  damnation  of  Juflinian  (A.  D.  56;, 
N“  6.). 

,co  After  relating  the  left  herefy  of  Jufti- 
ni3n  (I.  i\%  c.  39,  40,  41.)  and  the  edifl  of 
his  fucceflor  (I.  v.  c.  3.),  the  remainder  of 
the  hillory  of  Evagrius  is  tilled  with  civil,  irt- 
fiead  of  ecclefiailical,  events. 

replied 
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replied  in  the  lingular,  and  the  emperor  was  encouraged  to  hope 
that  the  Jacobites  of  Egypt  and  Syria  might  be  reconciled  by  the 
profeflion  of  a do&rine,  moil  certainly  harmlefs,  and  molt  probably 
true,  fincc  it  was  taught  even  by  the  Neftorians  thcmfelves  The 
experiment  was  tried  without  effetft,  and  the  timid  or  vehement 
Catholics  condemned  even  the  1’emblance  of  a retreat  in  the  pre- 
fcnee  of  a fubtle  and  audacious  enemy.  The  orthodox  (the  pre- 
vailing) party  devifed  new  modes  of  fpecch,  and  argument,  and  in- 
terpretation : to  either  nature  of  Chrift,  they  fpccioufly  applied  a 
proper  and  diftintft  energy  ; but  the  difference  was  no  longer  vifible 
when  they  allowed  that  the  human  and  the  divine  will  were  inva- 
riably the  fame  The  difeafe  was  attended  with  the  cuftomary 
fymptoms  ; but  the  Greek  clergy,  as  if  fatiate  with  the  endlefs  con- 
troverfy  of  the  incarnation,  inftilled  a healing  counfcl  into  the  car 
of  the  prince  and  people.  They  declared  themfelves  monothelites 
(afferters  of  the  unity  of  will),  but  they  treated  the  words  as  new, 
the  qucflions  as  fuperfluous;  and  recommended  a religious  filence 
as  the  moil  agreeable  to  the  prudence  and  charity  of  the  gofpel. 

This  law  of  filencc  was  fucceflively  impofed  by  the  cftbefis  or  expo-  0fHer»ciiUs, 
fition  of  Hcraclius,  tire  type  or  model  of  his  grandfon  Conftans  ,0' ; xh?typ«9of 

Conftans, 

A.  D.  64S. 


,01  This  extraordinary,  and  perhaps  incon- 
tinent, doftrine  of  the  Neftorians,  had  been 
obferved  by  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme  des  In- 
ch’s, tom.  i.  p.  19,  20  ),  and  is  more  fully 
expofed  by  Abulpharagius  (Bibliot.  Orient, 
tom.  ii.  p.  af/2.  Hill.  Dynaft.  p.  91.  rerf. 
Latin.  Pocock)  and  Aftcman  himfelf  (tom.iv. 
p.  218.).  They  feem  ignorant  that  they 
might  allege  the  politive  authority  of  the  ec- 
tbelis.  O ptttfoi  Ntrcp«t  kaiwtp  StlUftti  tm 

TV  KlylM  r r.,,  St-9  liffaym  t.’r 

(the  common  reproach  of  the  Monophyficcs), 
Si- c 6iXnf.aTsc  7 v'.T . t t*  TV'Sinn 

St  Tatra  ttn  ....  Sia  T,  .-VTVI  lu.’ici 

(Condi,  tom.  via.  p.  20;.). 

Sec  the  orthodox  faith  in  Petavius  (Dog- 

4f 


mata  Thcolog.  tom.  v.  1.  ix.  c.  6—  to.  p.  433 
— 447.):  all  the  depths  of  this  cor  trover  fy 
are  founded  in  the  Greek  dialogue  between 
Maximus  and  Pyrrhus  (ad  ealeem  tom.  viii. 
Ann.il.  Baron,  p.755 — 794.),  which  relates 
a real  conference,  and  produced  as  a Oiort- 
lived  converfion. 

,0J  ImpiilTimam  cflhefim  ....  fcelerofum 
typum  (Concil.  tom.  vii.  p.  366.)  diabollcx 
operaticnis  genimina  (forf.  gtrmina,  or  cJfc 
the  Greek psmpara,  in  the  original,  Concil. 
p.  363,  364.)  arc  the  expreflions  o£ 
anathema.  The  epiille  of  Poj- 
Araandus,  a Galiican  lligmatifes  the 

Monotbclites  and  their  herefy  with  equal 
rulcnce  (;  392  ). 


V1U1" 

:r»  to 
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CHAP,  and  the  Imperial  edicts  were  fubferibed  with  alacrity  or  reluctance 
XLVII  * • 

. ],y  the  four  patriarchs  of  Rome,  Conftantinople,  Alexandria,  and 

Antioch.  But  the  bifliop  and  monks  of  Jerufalcm  founded  the 
alarm : in  the  language,  or  even  in  the  filence,  of  the  Greeks,  the 
Latin  churches  detected  a latent  herefy : and  the  obedience  of  pope 
Honorius  to  the  commands  of  his  fovereign  was  retraCted  and  cen- 
fured  by  the  bolder  ignorance  of  his  fucceflors.  They  condemned 
the  execrable  and  abominable  herefy  of  the  Monothelites,  who  re- 
vived the  errors  of  Manes,  Apollinaris,  Eutychcs,  &c.  they  figned 
the  fentence  of  excommunication  on  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter ; the  ink 
was  mingled  with  the  facramental  wine,  the  blood  of  Chrid ; and  no 
ceremony  was  omitted  that  could  fill  the  fupcrftitious  mind  with 
horror  and  affright.  As  the  reprefentative  of  the  weftern  church, 
pope  Martin  and  his  Lateran  fynod  anathematifed  the  perfidious 
and  guilty  filence  of  the  Greeks : one  hundred  and  five  bilhops  of 
Italy,  for  the  mod  part  the  fubjcCls  of  Conftans,  prefumed  to  repro- 
bate his  wicked  type  and  the  impious  cShcfis  of  his  grandfather,  and 
to  confound  the  authors  and  their  adherents  with  the  twenty-one 
notorious  heretics,  the  apoffates  from  the  church,  and  the  organs  of 
the  devil.  Such  an  infult  under  the  tamed  reign  could  not  pafs 
with  impunity.  Pope  Martin  ended  his  days  on  the  inholpitable 
fhore  of  the  Tauric  Cherfonefus,  and  his  oracle,  the  abbot  Maximus, 
was  inhumanly  chadifed  by  the  amputation  of  his  tongue  and  his 
right-hand104.  But  the  fame  invincible  fpirit  furvived  in  their  fuc- 
ceflors,  and  the  triumph  of  the  Latins  avenged  their  recent  defeat, 
Vl,fc  general  and  obliterated  the  difgrace  of  the  three  chapters.  The  fynods  of 
n«of  Con-  Rome  Were  confirmed  by  the  fixth  general  council  of  Condanti- 


ilantitiopU-, 


erings  of  Martin  and  Maximal  chaltifemenl  of  their  difobedience,  and 
are  deftSIW with  pathetic  fimplicity  in  their  jr.u*™,-  had  been  previoufly  an- 

,v/j;  ■ h letters  and  aj|b  (Concil.  tom.  vii.  nounced  in  the  Type  of  Conftam  (Concil. 
ZShj—  ?R.  Baitoh.  /\nnal.  Eeclef.  A.  D.  tom.  vii.  p.  240.). 

. .Ljljtj  h a.  <t  annos  fubfequent.).  Yet  the  , 

nople. 


th  pathet 
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nople,  in  the  palace  and  the  prefence  of  a new  Conftantlne,  a dc-  c ^ A p- 
feendant  of  Heraclius.  The  royal  convert  converted  the  Byzantine  v_ 


pontiff  and  a majority  of  the  bifhops ,M  ; the  diffenters,  with  their 
chief  Macarius  of  Antioch,  were  condemned  to  the  fpiritual  and  s^‘,6*'* 
temporal  pains  of  herefy  ; the  Eaft  condefcended  to  accept  the 
leffons  of  the  Weft;  and  the  creed  was  finally  fettled,  which  teaches 
the  Catholics  of  every  age,  that  two  wills  or  energies  are  harmonifed 
in  the  perfon  of  Chrift.  The  majefty  of  the  pope  and  the  Roman 
fynod  was  reprefented  by  two  priefts,  one  deacon,  and  three  bilhops; 
but  thefe  obfeure  Latins  had  neither  arms  to  compel,  nor  treafures 
to  bribe,  nor  language  to  perfuade;  and  I am  ignorant  by  what 
arts  they  could  determine  the  lofty  emperor  of  the  Greeks  to  abjure 
the  catcchifin  of  his  infancy,  and  to  perfecute  the  religion  of  his 
fathers.  Perhaps  the  monks  and  people  of  Conftantinople'"1  were 
favourable  to  the  Lateran  creed,  which  is  indeed  the  leaft  reafonable 
of  the  two : and  the  fufpicion  is  countenanced  by  the  unnatural 
moderation  of  the  Greek  clergy,  who  appear  in  this  quarrel  to  be 
confcious  of  their  weaknefs.  While  the  fynod  debated,  a fanatic 
propofed  a more  fummary  decifion,  by  raifmg  a dead  man  to  life : 
the  prelates  afiifted  at  the  trial,  but  the  acknowledged  failure  may 
ferve  to  indicate,  that  the  paflions  and  prejudices  of  the  multitude 
were  not  enlifted  on  the  fide  of  the  Monothelires.  In  the  next  ge- 
neration, when  the  fon  of  Conftantine  was  depofed  and  Haiti  by  the 
difciplc  of  Macarius,  they  tailed  the  feaft  of  revenge  and  dominion  : 
the  image  or  monument  of  the  fixth  council  was  defaced,  and  the 


,c*  F.utychius  (Anna),  tom.  ii.  p.  368.) 
mod  erroneoufly  fuppofes  that  the  124  bilhops 
of  the  Roman  fynod  tranfporteJ  thcmfelves 
to  Con  flan  tinople ; and  by  adding  them  to 
the  16S  Greeks,  thus  compofes  the  fixth 
cooncil  of  292  fathers. 

,c6  The  Monoihelitc  Con  flans  was  hated 
by  all  s,»  t«4  -retvrx  (fays  Theophanes,  Cbron. 


waft* 


p.  292.)  tfnr»y$ht 

the 
the 

tom.  vii.  p.  1 032.).  But.tlm  tv 
and  tranfietn  emotion  •,  I vT 
the  latter  is  an  anticiflh^of 
the  good  people  of  C 


When 


Momithclitc  monk  (tiled  in  b U miracle* 
people  (hooted,  (CoacH. 

w 

ennod 


natural 
lar  that  ii 
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CHAP,  original  ads  were  committed  to  the  flames.  But  in  the  fecond  year, 
their  patron  was  call  headlong  from  the  throne,  the  bifliops  of  the 
Eaft  were  rcleafed  from  their  occafional  conformity,  the  Roman 
faith  was  more  firmly  replanted  by  the  orthodox  fucceflors  of  Bar- 
dancs,  and  the  line  problems  of  the  incarnation  were  forgotten  in 
the  mere  popular  and  viflble  quarrel  of  the  worlhip  of  images'"'. 

Before  the  end  of  the  feventh  century,  the  creed  of  the  incarna- 
tion, which  had  been  defined  at  Rome  and  Conftantinople,  was 
uniformly  preached  in  the  remote  iflands  of  Britain  and  Ireland  105 : 
the  lame  ideas  were  entertained,  or  rather  the  fame  words  were 
repeated,  by  all  the  Chriftians  whofe  liturgy  was  performed  in  the 
Greek  or  the  Latin  tongue.  Their  numbers,  and  vifiblc  fplendour, 
bellowed  an  imperfed  claim  to  the  appellation  of  Catholics : but  in 
the  Eaft,  they  were  marked  with  the  lefs  honourable  name  of 
Melchites , or  Royalifts ,c<l  j of  men,  whofe  faith,  inftead  of  refting 

on 


Union  of  the 
Greek  and 
Latin 
churches. 


107  The  hiftory  of  Monothelmfm  may  he 
found  in  the  Aft*  of  the  Synods  of  Rome 
(tom.  vil.  p.  77 — 395.  6ci— 608.)  and  Con- 
jfhntinople  (p.  609—1429.).  Baronius  ex- 
traded  fome  original  documents  from  the 
Vatican  library ; and  his  chronology  is  rec- 
tified by  the  diligence  cf  Pagi.  Even  Da- 
pin  (Bibliotheque  Ecclcf.  tom.  vi.  p.  57  — 
71.)  and  Bafnage  (Hill,  de  PF.glife,  tom.  i. 
p.  541—555.)  afford  a tolerable  abridgment. 

101  In  the  Lateran  fynod  of  679,  Wilfrid, 
an  Anglo-Saxon  biftiop,  fubferibed  pro  omni 
Aquilonati  parte  Britannix  et  Hibernia:,  qux 
ab  Angtorum  et  Brittonum,  nccnon  Scoto- 
rum  et  Piftorum  gentibus  colebantur  (Ed- 
dius,  in  Vit.  St.  Wilfrid,  c.  31.  apod  Pagi, 
Critics,  tom.  iii.  p.  88.).  Theodore  (mag* 
dx  inful:eBriunnix  archiepifeopus  et  philo- 
fophus)  expected  at  Rome  (Concil. 

tpm.  vii.  ff.  7 1 contented  hamfelf 
.ho!'  his  provincial  fy- 

t>f  HatBc9B|S|r  which  he  received  the 


decrees  of  pope  Martin  and  the  firft  Lateran 
council  again  A the  Monothelitea  (Concil. 
tom.  vii.  p.  597,  ire.).  Theodore,  a monk 
of  Tarfus  in  Cilicia,  had  been  named  to  the 
primacy  of  Britain  by  pope  Vitalian  (A.  D. 
668.  Sec  Baronius  and  Pagi),  whofe  eAeem 
for  his  learning  and  pieiy  was  tainted  by  fome 
diAru ft  of  his  national  character — nc  quid  con- 
trarium  veritati  fidei,  Grxcorum  more  in  cc- 
clefiam  cui  prxcflct  introduceret.  The  Cili- 
cian  was  fent  from  Rome  to  Canterbury  under 
the  tuition  of  an  African  guide  {Bedx  Hift. 
Ecclef.  Anglorum,  1.  iv,  c.  1.).  He  adhered 
to  the  Roman  doftrine ; and  the  fame  creed 
of  the  incarnation  has  been  uniformly  tranf* 
mined  from  Theodore  to  the  modern  pri- 
mates, whofe  found  underftanding  is  perhaps 
feldom  engaged  with  that  abftrufe  myftery. 

'c,p  This  name,  unknown  till  the  x*h  ceo* 
tury,  appears  to  be  of  Syriac  origin.  It  was 
invented  by  the  Jacobites,  and  eagerly  adopt- 
ed by  the  Ncftorians  and  Mahometans ; but 

it 
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on  the  bafis  of  feripture,  rcafon,  or  tradition,  had  been  eftablilhcd,  c H * j». 

and  was  dill  maintained,  by  the  arbitrary  power  of  a temporal  n\o-  ■ r 

narch.  Their  adverfaries  might  allege  the  words  of  the  fathers  of 

Conftantinople,  who  profefs  themfelves  the  Haves  of  the  king;  and 

they  might  relate,  with  malicious  joy,  how  the  decrees  of  Chalce- 

don  had  been  infpired  and  reformed  by  the  emperor  Marcian  and 

his  virgin  bride.  The  prevailing  faction  will  naturally  inculcate 

the  duty  of  fubiniflion,  nor  is  it  lefs  natural  that  diflenters  Ihould 

feel  and  aflert  the  principles  of  freedom.  Under  the  rod  of  per- 

fccution,  the  Nefloriaris  and  Monophyfitcs  degenerated  into  rebels 

and  fugitives  ; and  the  moll  ancient  and  ufeful  allies  of  Rome  were 

taught  to  conlidcr  the  emperor  not  as  the  chief,  but  as  the  enemy, 

of  the  Chridians.  Language,  the  leading  principle  which  unites  or 

feparates  the  tribes  of  mankind,  foon  diferiminated  the  fettaries  of 

die  Lad,  by  a peculiar  and  perpetual  badge,  which  aboliihed  the 

means  of  intcrcourfe  and  the  hope  of  reconciliation.  The  long  Perpetm!  ft- 

° pa  ration  of 

dominion  of  the  Greeks,  their  colonies,  and,  above  all,  their  elo-  the  Oriental 
quencc,  had  propagated  a language,  doubtlels  the  mod  perfect  that 
has  been  contrived  by  the  art  of  man.  Yet  the  body  of  the  people, 
both  in  Syria  and  Egypt,  dill  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  their  national 
idioms ; with  this  difference  however,  that  the  Coptic  was  confined 
to  the  rude  and  illiterate  peafants  of  the  Nile,  while  the  Syriac 
from  the  mountains  of  Aflyria  to  the  Red  Sea,  was  adapted  to  the 


it  was  accepted  without  Ihame  by  the  Catho- 
lics, and  is  frequently  ufed  in  the  Annals  of 
Eutychius  (Afleman.  Biblioc.  Orient,  tom.it. 
p.  jo?,  Sec.  tom.  iii.  p.  35$.  Rcnsudot, 
Hill.  Patriarch.  Alexandria.  p.  119.). 

t h was  the  acclamation  of  the 

fathers  of  Conftaatinoplc  (Coned.  tom.  vii. 

p 

110  The  Syriac,  which  the  natives  revere 
as  the  primitive  language,  was  divided  into 


three  dialed*.  I.  The  jfnuutaa,  as  it  wa* 
refined  at  Edefla  and  the  cities  of  Mesopota- 
mia. 2.  The  Palejiiiu , which  was  ufed  in 
jerufalem,  Damafcus,  and  the  reft  of  Syria. 

3.  The  Nuiatb*an,  the  ruftic  idiom  of  the  - 
mountains  of  Aflyria  and  the  villages  of  Irak 
(Gregor.  Abulpharag.  Hid.  Dvnjjjrjfc  11. )•  ^ 

On  the  Syriac,  fee 
tom.  iii.  p.  326,  &c  ),^j^^Hbejudice 
could  prefer  it  to  ihc  A 

W hi; 
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C H^A  p.  higher  topics  of  poetry  anil  argument.  Armenia  and  Abyflinia  were 
c.  i — . — _<  infeded  by  the  fpeech  or  learning  of  the  Greeks;  and  their  Barbaric 
tongues,  which  have  been  revived  in  the  ftudics  of  modern  Europe, 
were  unintelligible  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Roman  empire.  The 
Syriac  and  the  Coptic,  the  Armenian  and  the  jEthiopic,  are  confe- 
crated  in  the  fervicc  of  their  relpedive  churches ; and  their  theology 
is  enriched  by  domeftic  verfions  both  of  the  feriptures  and  of  the 
molt  popular  fathers.  After  a period  of  thirteen  hundred  and  fixty 
years,  the  fpark  of  coutroverfy,  firft  kindled  by  a fermon  of  Nefto- 
rius,  (till  burns  in  the  bofom  of  the  Eaft ; and  the  hoftile  commu- 
nions dill  maintain  the  faith  and  difeipline  of  their  founders.  In 
the  mod  abjed  date  of  ignorance,  poverty,  and  fervitude,  the 
Ncdorians  and  Monophylites  rejed  the  fpiritual  fupremacy  of  Rome, 
and  cherifh  the  toleration  of  their  Turkifh  maders,  which  allows 
them  to  anathematife,  on  one  hand,  St.  Cyril  and  the  fynod  of 
Ephefus;  on  the  other,  pope  Leo  and  the  council  of  Chalcedon. 
The  weight  which  they  cad  into  the  downfal  of  the  Eadern  em- 
pire demands  our  notice,  and  the  reader  may  be  amufed  with  the 
various  profped  of,  I.  The  Ncdorians.  II.  The  Jacobites"*. 

III.  The  Maronites.  IV.  The  Armenians.  V.  The  Copts ; and, 
VI.  The  Abydinians.  To  the  three  former,  the  Syriac  is  common ; 


1,1  I (hall  not  enrich  my  ignorance  with 
the  fpoils  of  Simon,  Walton,  Mill,  Wctdein, 
Afletnannus,  Ludolphu*,  La  Croze,,  whom 
1 have  confulted  with  fome  care,  it  ap- 
pears, l.  That  of  all  the  verfions  which  are 
celebrated  by  the  fathers,  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther any  are  now  extant  in  their  piidinc  in- 
tegrity. a.  That  the  Syriac  has  the  bed 
claim  ; and  that  the  confenc  of  the  Oriental 
feds  is^Jpof  that  is  more  ancient  than  their 
fchifm.^ 

11  On  of  the  Monophyfites 

Netioii-wKni  deeply  indebted  to  the 


Bibliotheca  Orientalis  Clementino- Vatican! 
of  Jofeph  Simon  Afiemannus.  That  learned 
Maronite  was  difpaiched  in  the  ^1715  by 
pope  Clement  XI.  to  vifit  the  monaderies  of 
Egypt  and  Syria,  in  fearch  of  MSS.  His 
four  folio  volumes  pubtifhed  at  Rome  1719 
—1728,  contain  a pact  only,  though  perhaps 
the  mod  valuable,  of  his  extenlive  projed. 
As  a native  and  as  a fcbolar,  he  podeded  the 
Syriac  literature;  and,  though  a dependent 
of  Rome,  he  willies  to  be  moderate  and  can- 
did. 


but 


.1 
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but  of  the  latter,  each  is  difcrimiuated  by  the  ufe  of  a national  Chap. 

XLVll 

idiom.  Yet  the  modern  natives  of  Armenia  and  Abyffinia  would  be  ‘ 
incapable  of  converfing  with  their  anccftors ; and  the  Chriftians  of 
Egypt  and  Syria,  who  rejedt  the  religion,  have  adopted  the  language, 
of  the  Arabians.  The  lapfc  of  time  has  feconded  the  facerdotal  arts ; 
and  in  the  Eaft,  as  well  as  in  the  Well,  the  Deity  is  addrefled  in 
an  obfolete  tongue,  unknown  to  the  majority  of  the  congregation. 

I.  Both  in  his  native  and  his  epifcopal  province,  the  herefy  of  the  I Nn- 

' TORIAM, 

unfortunate  Neltorius  was  fpeedily  obliterated  The  Oriental  bifliops, 
who  at  Ephefus  had  refilled  to  his  face  the  arrogance  of  Cyril,  were 
mollified  by  his  tardy  concelfions.  The  fame  prelates,  or  their  fuc- 
ceflors,  fubferibed,  not  without  a murmur,  the  decrees  of  Chalce- 
don ; the  power  of  the  Monophyfites  reconciled  them  with  the 
Catholics  in  the  conformity  of  pallion,  of  intereft,  and  infenfibly 
of  belief;  and  their  lail  relu&ant  figh  was  breathed  in  the  defence 
of  the  three  chapters.  Their  diflenting  brethren,  lefs  moderate,  or 
more  fincere,  were  crulhed  by  the  penal  laws  ; and  as  early  as 
the  reign  of  Jullinian,  it  became  difficult  to  find  a church  of  Nefto- 
rians  within  the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire.  Beyond  thole  limits 
they  had  dilcovered  a new  world,  in  which  they  might  hope  for 
liberty  and  afpire  to  conqueft.  In  Perfia,  notwithllanding  the  re- 
finance of  the  Magi,  Chriftianity  had  llruck  a deep  root,  and  the 
nations  of  the  Ealt  repofed  under  its  falutary  lhade.  The  catholic , 
or  primate,  refided  in  the  capital : in  hit  fynods,  and  in  their 
diocefes,  his  metropolitans,  bilhops,  and  clergy,  reprefented  the  pomp 
and  order  of  a regular  hierarchy:  they  rejoiced  in  the  increafc  of 
profelytes,  who  were  converted  from  the  Zcndavella  to  the  Gol'pel, 
from  the  fecular  to  the  monadic  life  ; and  their  zeal  was  lUtiulatcd 
by  the  prefence  of  an  artful  and  formidable  c:icn*^^The  Tertian 
church  had  been  founded  by  the  miflionarics  of  and  that* 

Vol.  IV.  4 G languapB^fi 
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'•  language,  difcipline,  and  do&rine,  were  clofely  interwoven  with  its 

• original  frame.  The  cat  bolt  bs  were  elected  and  ordained  by  their 
own  fuffragans;  but  their  filial  dependence  on  the  patriarchs  of 
Antioch  is  attefted  by  the  canons  of  the  Oriental  church  In 
the  Perfian  fchool  of  EdefTa"*,  the  rifing  generations  of  the  faithful 
imbibed  their  theological  idiom ; they  ftudied  in  the  Syriac  verfioh 
the  ten  thoufand  volumes  of  Theodore  of  Mopfueftia,  and  they  re- 
vered the  apoflolic  faith  and  holy  martyrdom  of  his  difciple  Nefto- 
rius,  whofe  perfon  and  language  were  equally  unknown  to  the 
nations  beyond  the  Tigris.  The  firft  indelible  lefion  of  Ibas  bifhop 
of  Edefla,  taught  them  to  execrate  the  Egyptians , who,  in  the  fynod 
of  Ephefus,  had  impioufly  confounded  the  two  natures- of  Chrift. 
The  flight  of  the  matters  and  fcholars,  who  were  twice  expelled 
from  the  Athens  of  Syria,  difperfed  a crowd  of  miflionaries  inflamed 
by  the  double  zeal  of  religion  and  -revenge.  And  the  rigid  unity  of 
the  Monophyfitcs,  who,  under  the  reigns  of  Zeno  and  Anafta- 
fius,  had  invaded  the  thrones  of  the  Eaft,  provoked  their  antagonifts, 
in  a land  of  freedom,  to  avow  a moral,  rather  than  a phyfical, 
union  of  the  two  perfons  of  Chrift.  Since  the  firft  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  the  Saffanian  kings  beheld  with  an  eye  of  fufpicion,  a race 
of  aliens  and  apoftates,  who  had  embraced  the  religion,  and  who 


1,3  See  the  Arabic  canons  of  Nice  in  the  this  code  contains  many  curious  relics  of  ec- 
r ran  flat  ion  of  Abraham  Lccbclcnfis,  N°  37,  clcfiailical  difcipline ; and  fince  it  is  equally 
58,  39,  40.  Concil.  torn.  ii.  p.  339,  336.  revered  by  all  the  eaftern  communions,  it  was 
edit.  Venet.  Thefe  vulgar  titles,  Nicene  and  probably  finifljed  before  the  fthifm  of  the 
Arabic y are  both  apocryphal.  The  council  Ne/lorians  and  Jacobites  (Fabric.  Bibliot. 
of  Nice  ena&ed  no  more  than  twenty  canons  Grxc.  tom.  xi.  p.  363 — 367.). 

(Theodoret,  Hill.  Ecclcf.  1.  i.  c.  8.)  ; and  the  Theodore  the  reader  (l.u.  c.  j.  49.  ad 

remainder,  feventy  or  eighty,  were  collettcd  ealeem  Hift.  Ecclcf.)  has  noticed  this  Tertian 
from  the  fynods  of  the  Greek  church.  The  fchool  of  Edefla.  Its  ancient  fplendour,  and 
Syriac  edition  of  Maruthas  is  no  longer  ex-  the  two  a:ras  of  its  downfal  (A.  D.  431  and 
tant  (Afleman.  BibHot. Oriental,  tom. i. p.195.  489),  are  clearly  difeu fled  by  Aflcnianni  (Bi- 
10m.  isi.  p.  the  Arabic  verfion  is  blior.  Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.402.  iii.  p.  376.  378. 

marked  with  JHHkccnt  interpolations.  Yet  iv.  p.  70.  924.). 

might  • 
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might  favour  the  caufe,  of  the  hereditary  foes  of  their  country.  The 
royal  cdidls  had  often  prohibited  their  dangerous  correfpondcnce 
with  the  Syrian  clergy ; the  progrefs  of  the  fchifm  was  grateful  ro 
the  jealous  pride  of  Pcrozes,  and  he  lifteried  to  the  eloquence  of 
an  artful  prelate,  who  painted  Ncftorius  as  the  friend  of  Perlia,  and 
urged  him  to  fecure  the  fidelity  of  his  Chriftian  fubjedte,  by  granting 
a juft  preference  to  the  victims  and  enemies  of  the  Roman  tyrant. 
The  Neftorians  compofed  a large  majority  of  the  clergy  and  people  : 
they  were  encouraged  by  the  fmile,  and  armed  with  the  fword,  of 
defpotifm ; yet  many  of  their  weaker  brethren  were  ftartled  at  the 
thought  of  breaking  loofe  from  the  communion  of  the  Chriftian 
world,  and  the  blood  of  feven  thou  land  feven  hundred  Monophy- 
fites  or  Catholics,  confirmed  the  uniformity  of  faith  and  difeipline 
in  the  churches  of  Perfia"*.  Their  ecclefiaftical  inftitutions  are  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  a liberal  principle  of  reafon,  or  at  leafl  of  policy : the 
auftcrity  of  the  cloyfter  was  relaxed  and  gradually  forgotten ; houfes 
of  charity  were  endowed  for  the  education  of  orphans  and  found- 
lings; the  law  of  celibacy,  fo  forcibly  recommended  to  the  Greeks 
and  Latins,  was  difregarded  by  the  Perfian  clergy  ; and  the  number 
of  the  cleft  was  multiplied  by  the  public  and  reiterated  nuptials  of 
the  priefls,  the  bilhops,  and  even  the  patriarch  himfelf.  To  this 
ftandard  of  natural  and  religious  freedom,  myriads  of  fugitives  re- 
forted  from  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaftern  empire : the  narrow 
bigotry  of  Juftinian  was  punilhed  by  the  emigration  of  his  moft 
induftrious  fubjefts ; they  tranlported  into  Perfia  the , arts  both  of 
peace  and  war  : and  thofe  who  deferved  the  favour,  were  promoted 
in  the  fervice,  of  a difeerning  monarch.  The  arms  of  Nulhirvan 

1,5  A difiertation  on  the  Hate  of  the  Neflo-  otbsca  Orientalis,  the  extra&t  in  the  three  pre- 
nans  has  fwelled  in  the  hands  of  Aflemanni  ceding  tomes  (tom.  ^^^203.  ii.  p.  321  — 
to  a folio  volume  of  950  pages,  and  his  learn-  463.  iii.  64 — 70,  3;  &c.  403  — 408. 

cd  rcfcarches  arc  digeded  in  the  mod  lucid  580—589.)  may  be  ui^Htconfulted. 
order.  Bcfsdcs  this  i\*h  volume  of  the  Bibli - 
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of  Pcrfu, 
A.  D.  500, 
&c. 
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and  his  fiercer  grandlbn,  were  aflifted  with  advice,  and  money,  and 
troops,  by  the  defperate  fe&aries  who  ftill  lurked  in  their  native 
cities  of  the  Eaft  ; their  zeal  was  rewarded  with  the  gift  of  the  Ca- 
tholic churches:  but  when  thofe  cities  and  churches  were  recovered 
by  Heraclius,  their  open  profeffion  of  treafon  and  herefy  compelled 
them  to  feek  a refuge  in  the  realm  of  their  foreign  ally.  But  the 
feeming  tranquillity  of  the  Ncftorians  was  often  endangered,  and 
fometimes  overthrown.  They  were  involved  in  the  common  evils 
of  Oriental  defpotifm  : their  enmity  to  Rome  could  not  always  atone 
for  their  attachment  to  the  gofpel : and  a colony  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  Jacobites,  the  captives  of  Apamea  and  Antioch,  was  per- 
mitted to  ered  an  hoftile  altar  in  the  face  of  the  catholic , and  in  the 
iunlhinc  of  the  court.  In  his  laft  treaty,  Juftinian  introduced  fome 
conditions  which  tended  to  enlarge  and  fortify  the  toleration  of 
Chriftianity  in  Perfia.  The  emperor,  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience,  was  incapable  of  pity  or  efteem  for  the  heretics  who  denied 
the  authority  of  the  holy  fynods  : but  he  flattered  himfelf  that  they 
would  gradually  perceive  the  temporal  benefits  of  union  with  the 
empire  and  the  church  of  Rome ; and  if  he  failed  in  exciting  their 
gratitude,  he  might  hope  to  provoke  the  jealoufy  of  their  fovereign. 
In  a later  age,  the  Lutherans  have  been  burnt  at  Paris  and  protected 
in  Germany,  by  the  fuperftition  and  policy  of  the  mod  Chriftian 
king. 

The  defire  of  gaining  fouls  for  God,  and  fubjeds  for  the  church, 
has  excited  in  every  age  the  diligence  of  the  Chriftian  priefts.  From 
the  conqueft  of  Perfia  they  carried  their  fpiritual  arms  to  the  north, 
the  eaft,  and  the  fouth;  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  was  faihioned 
and  painted  with  the  colours  of  the  Syriac  theology.  In  the  fixtn 
century,  according  to  the  report  of  a Ncftorian  traveller"*,  Chriftianity 
< *g%  was 

’“"SeetheT '^'^raphiaChriflianaof  Cof-  navigator,  1.  iii.  p.  178,  179.  I.  xi.  p.  337. 
anas,  iumaraed  iuiicopleuAes,  or  the  Indian  The  entire  work,  of  which  fome  curious  ex- 

r trafts 
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was  fuccefsfully  preached  to  the  Bu&rians,  the  Huns,  the  Perfians, 
the  Indians,  the  Perfarmenians,  the  Medes,  and  the  Elamites ; the 
Barbaric  churches,  from  the  gulf  of  Perfia  to  the  Cafpian  fea,  were 
almoft  infinite  ; and  their  recent  faith  was  confpicuous  in  the  num- 
ber and  fan&ity  of  their  monks  and  martyrs.  The  pepper  coaft  of 
Malabar,  and  the  files  of  the  ocean,  Socotora  and  Ceylan,  were 
peopled  with  an  encreafing  multitude  of  Chriftians,  and  the  bfihops 
and  clergy  of  thofe  fequeftered  regions  derived  their  ordination  from 
the  catholic  of  Babylon.  In  a fubfequent  age,  the  zeal  of  the 
Neftorians  overleaped  the  limits  which  had  confined  the  ambition 
and  curiofity  both  of  the  Greeks  and  Perfians.  The  millionaries  of 
Balch  and  Samarcand  purfued  without  fear  the  footfteps  of  the 
roving  Tartar,  and  infinuated  thcmfclvcs  into  the  camps  of  the 
rallies  of  Imaus  and  the  banks  of  the  Selinga.  They  expofed  a 
metaphyfical  creed  to  thofe  illiterate  Ihepherds : to  thofe  fanguinary 
warriors,  they  recommended  humanity  and  repofe.  Yet  a khan, 
whofe  power  they  vainly  magnified,  is  faid  to  have  received  at  their 
hands  the  rites  of  baptifm,  and  even  of  ordination  ; and  the  fame  of 
Prefer  or  Prejbyter  John"’  has  long  amufed  the  credulity  of  Europe. 

The 


o 


trafli  may  be  found  in  Photius  (cod.  itxxvi. 
p.  9,  10.  edit.  Hoefckel),  Thevenot  (in  the 
i«  Part  of  his  Relations  des  Voyages,  &c.), 
and  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Grxc.  1.  iii.  c.  15. 
tom.  ii.  p-  603—617.),  has  been  publiflied 
by  father  Montfaucon  at  Paris  1707,  in  the 
Nova  Colletlk)  Patrum  (tom.  ii.  p.  113 

346.).  it  was  the  defign  of  the  author  to 

confute  the  impious  herefyof  thofe  who  main- 
tain that  the  earth  is  a globe,  and  not  a flat 
oblong  table,  as  it  is  reprefented  in  the  Scrip- 
tures (1.  ii.  p-  138.).  But  the  nonfenfe  of 
the  monk  is  mingled  with  the  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  traveller,  who  performed  his 
voyage  A.  D.  ;zz,  and  publilhed  his  book  at 
Alexandria  A.  D.  547  (1.  ii.  p.  I4°>  *4'* 


Montfaucon,  Praefat.  c.  1.).  The  Neltori- 
anifm  of  Cofmas,  unknown  to  his  learned 
editor,  was  detcfled  by  La  Croze  (Chriltian- 
ifme  des  Indes,  tom.  i.  p.  40—35.},  and  is 
confirmed  by  ASemanni  (Bibliot.  Orient, 
tom.  iv.  p.  605, 606.). 

' *r  In  its  long  progrefs  to  Mofui,  Jerufa- 
lem,  Rome,  Sec.  the  (lory  of  Prefter  John  eva- 
porated in  a monflrous  fable,  of  which  fome 
features  Have  been  borrowed  from  the  Lama 
of  Thibet  (Hill.  Genealogiqae  des  Tatares, 
P.  ii.  p.  41.  Hill.  deGengifcan,  p.  3t,Src.), 
and  were  ignorantly  transferred  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe  to  the  erupt  Abyllinia  (Lu- 

dolph.  Hill.  aEthiop.  C’OTlttent.  I.ii.  c.  1.). 
Yet  it  is  probable  that  in  Jwdfci0'  and  xi.“  cen- 
turies,: 
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CHAP.  The  royal  convert  was  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  a portable  altar;  but  he 

*— v ' difpatched  an  embafly  to  the  patriarch,  to  enquire  how,  in  the  fea- 

fon  of  Lent,  he  Ihould  abftain  from  animal  food,  and  how  he  might 
celebrate  the  eucharift  in  a defert  that  produced  neither  corn  nor  wine. 
In  their  progrefs  by  fca  and  land,  the  Neftorians  entered  China  by  the 
port  of  Canton  and  the  northern  rcfidenceofSigan.  Unlike  the  fenators 
of  Rome,  who  aflumed  with  a fmilc  the  characters  of  priefts  and  augurs, 
the  mandarins,  who  afleCt  in  public  the  reafon  of  philofophers,  are  de- 
voted in  private  to  every  mode  of  popular  fuperftition.  They  che- 
rilhcd  and  they  confounded,  the  gods  of  Paleftine  and  of  India ; but 
the  propagation  of  Chriftianity  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  Rate,  and 
after  a fliort  viciffitude  of  favour  and  perfecudon,  the  foreign  fedt  ex- 
pired in  ignorance  and  oblivion"’.  Under  the  reign  of  the  caliphs,  the 
Neftorian  church  was  diflufed  from  China  to  Jerufalem  and  Cyprus ; 
and  their  numbers,  with  thofe  of  the  Jacobites,  were  computed  to  fur- 
pafs  the  Greek  and  Latin  communions  Twenty-five  metropoli- 
tans or  archbifhops  compofed  their  hierarchy,  but  feveral  of  thefc 
were  difpenfed,  by  the  diftance  and  danger  of  the  way,  from  the  duty 
of  perfonal  attendance,  on  the  eafy  condition  that  every  fix  years  they 
Ihould  teftify  their  faith  and  obedience  to  the  catholic  or  patriarch 
of  Babylon,  a vague  appellation,  which  has  been  fucccflively  applied 
to  the  royal  feats  of  Seleucia,  Ctcfiphon,  and  Bagdad.  Thefe  remote 


o 


turies,  Neftorian  Chriftianity  was  profefled  in 
the  hord  of  the  Keraites  (d’Herbelot,  p.  256. 
915.  959.  Aftemanni,  tom.  iv.  p.  468  — 

504.). 

111  The  Chriftianity  of  China,  between 
the  feventh  and  the  thirteenth  century,  ii  in- 
\incibly  proved  by  the  confent  of  Chinefe, 
Arabian , Syriac,  and  Latin  evidence  (Afle- 
xpanni,  Biblioth.  Orient,  tom.  iv.  p.  502— 
552.  Mem.  del*  Academic  des  Infcript. 
tom.  xxx.  p.  802  .).  The  infeription 

cf  Siganfu,  wh'rH  ^eferibes  the  fortunes  of 


the  Neftorian  church  from  the  firft  million 
A.  D.  636,  to  the  current  year  781,  is  accufcd 
of  forgery  by  La  Croze,  Voltaire,  See.  who 
become  the  dupes  of  their  own  cunning, 
while  they  are  afraid  of  a Jefuitical  fraud. 

"9  jacobitx  et  Ncftorianx  pi ores  quam 
Grrci  ct  Laiini.  Jacob  a Vitriaco,  Hiic. 
Hicrofol.  I.  ii.  c.  76.  p.  1093.  in  the  Gcfla 
Dei  per  Francos.  The  numbers  are  given 
by  Thoraaftin,  Difcipline  de  l'Eglife,  tom.  i. 
p.  172. 
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branches  are  long  fince  withered,  and  the  old  patriarchal  trunk"0 
is  now  divided  by  the  Elijahs  of  Moful,  the  reprcl’cntatives,  alinoft 
in  lineal  defcent,  of  the  genuine  and  primitive  fucceflion,  the  Jofcpbs 
of  Amida,  who  are  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome'",  and  the 
Simeons  of  Van  or  Ormia,  whofe  revolt,  at  the  head  of  forty  thou- 
fand  families,  was  promoted  in  the  fixteenth  century  by  the  Sophis 
of  Perfia.  The  number  of  three  hundred  thoufand  is  allowed  for 
the  whole  body  of  the  Neftorians,  who,  under  the  name  of  Chal- 
dreans  or  AfTyrians,  are  confounded  with  the  molt  learned  or  the 
molt  powerful  nation  of  Eaftern  antiquity. 

According  to  the  legend  of  antiquity,  the  gofpel  was  preached  in 
India  by  St.  Thomas  At  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  his 
fhrine,  perhaps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras,  was  devoutly 
vifited  by  the  ambafladors  of  Alfred,  and  their  return  with  a cargo 
of  pearls  and  fpices  rewarded  the  zeal  of  the  Englilh  monarch,  who 
entertained  the  largeft  projects  of  trade  and  difeovery  When 
the  Portuguefe  firft  opened  the  navigation  of  India,  the  Chriftians 

1.0  The  divifion  of  the  patriarchate  may 
b$  traced  in  the  Bibliotheca  Orient,  of  Aflc- 
manni,  tom.  i.  p,  523 — 549-  tom.  ii.  p.  457, 

&c.  tom.  iii.  p.  603.  p.  621—623.  tom.  iv. 
p.  164—169.  p.  423.  p.  621  — 629,  frc. 

4.1  The  pompous  language  of  Rome  on 
the  fubmiffion  of  a Neftorian  patriarch,  is 
elegantly  reprefemed  in  the*ii,h  book  of  Fra- 
Paolo,  Babylon,  Niniveh,  Arbela,  and  the 
trophies  of  Alexander,  Tauris,  and  Ecbata- 
na,  the  Tigris  and  Indus. 

***  The  Indian  miflionary  St.  Thomaa,  an 
apoftlc,  a Manichxan,  or  an  Armenian  mer- 
chant (La  Croze,  Chriftiauifme  dcs  Indei, 
lorn.  i.  p.  57— 70-)*  was  famous,  however, 
as  early  as  the  time  of  Jerom  (ad  M . eellam 
cpift.  148.).  Mtrco  Polo  was  inknned  on 
the  fpot  that  he  fcflcreJ  martyrdom  in  the 
city  of  Maabar,  or  Mcliapour,  a leugue  only 
from  Madras  (d’Anville,  EcclairciiTcmens  fur 
rinde,  p.  125.),  where  the  Portuguefe  feu nded 

of 


an  cpifcopal  church  under  the  name  of  St. 
Thome,  and  where  the  faint  performed  an 
annual  miracle,  till  he  was  fileoced  by  the 
profane  neighbourhood  of  the  Englilh  (La 
Croze,  tora.ii.  p.  7 — 16.). 

111  Neither  the  author  of  the  Saxon  Chro- 
nicle (A.  D.  883)  nor  William  of  Malmibury 
(de  Geftis  Regum  Anglise,  1.  ii.  c.  4.  p.  44.) 
were  capable,  in  the  twelfth  century,  of  invent- 
ing this  extraordinary  fadl ; they  arc  incapa- 
ble of  explaining  the  motives  and  meafures  of 
Alfred  ; and  their  hafty  notice  ferves  only  to 
• provoke  our  curiolity.  William  of  Malmibury 
feels  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprife,  quod 
quivis  in  hoc  fxculomiretur;  and  I almnlt  fuf- 
pe£l  that  the  Englilh  ambafladors  collc&cd 
their  cargo  and  legend  in  Egypt.  The  royal 
author  has  not  enriched  his  Orofius  (fee  Bar- 
rington’s Mikellanies),  with  an  Indian,  aa 
well  as  a Scandinavian  voyage. 
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of  St.  Thomas  had  been  featcd  for  ages  on  the  coad  of  Malabar,  and 
the  difference  of  their  character  and  colour  atteded  the  mixture  of 
a foreign  race.  In  arms,  in  arts,  and  poflibly  in  virtue,  they  ex- 
celled the  natives  of  Hindoftan : the  hufbandmen  cultivated  the 
palm-tree,  the  merchants  were  enriched  by  the  pepper  trade,  the 
foldiers  preceded  the  nairs  or  nobles  of  Malabar,  and  their  hereditary 
privileges  were  refpedled  by  the  gratitude  or  the  fear  of  the  king  of 
Cochin  and  the  Zamorin  himfelf.  They  acknowledged  a Gentoo 
fovereign,  but  they  were  governed,  even  in  temporal  concerns,  by 
the  bifhop  of  Angamala.  He  ftill  afferted  his  ancient  title  of  me- 
tropolitan of  India,  but  his  real  jurifdi&ion  was  exercifed  in  fourteen 
hundred  churches,  and  he  was  entrufled  with  the  care  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  fouls.  Their  religion  would  have  rendered  them  the 
firmed  and  mod  cordial  allies  of  the  Portuguefe,  but  the  inquifitors 
foon  difeerned  in  the  Chridians  of  St.  Thomas  the  unpardonable 
guilt  of  herefy  and  fchifm.  Indead  of  owning  themfelves  the  fub- 
jc&s  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  monarch  of 
the  globe,  they  adhered,  like  their  ancedors,  to  the  communion  of 
the  Nedorian  patriarch  ; and  the  bidiops  whom  he  ordained  at 
Moful,  traverfed  the  dangers  of  the  fea  and  land  to  reach  their  diocele 
on  the  coad  of  Malabar.  In  their  Syriac  liturgy,  the  names  of  Theo- 
dore and  Nedorius  were  pioufly  commemorated  j they  united  their 
adoration  of  the  two  perfons  of  Chrid  ; the  title  of  Mother  of  God 
was  offenfive  to  their  car,  and  they  mcafured  with  fcrupulous  ava- 
rice the  honours  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  whom  the  fuperdition  of  the 
Latins  had  almojl  exalted  to  the  rank  of  a Goddefe.  When  her  image 
was  fird  prefented  to  thjaydifciples  of  St.  Thomas,  they  indignantly 
exclaimed,  “ We  are  Chridians,  not  idolaters  !”  and  their  fimple 
devotion  was  content  with  the  veneration  of.  the  crofs.  Their  fepa- 

t A V *v  ••  r 

ration  from  the  wedern  world  had  left  them  in  ignorance  of  the 
improvements  or  corruptions  of  a thoufand  Tears ; and  their  con- 
formity with  the  faith  and  pra&ice  of  the  „lfth  century,  would 
13  equally 
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equally  difappoint  the  prejudices  of  a papift  or  a proteftant.  It  was  c pm 

the  firft  care  of  the  minifters  of  Rome  to  Intercept  all  corrclpondence  ' < 

with  the  Neflorian  patriarch,  and  fcveral  of  his  bifhops  expired  in 
the  prifons  of  the  holy  office.  The  flock,  without  a ffiepherd,  was 
aflaultcd  by  the  power  of  the  Portugucfe,  the  arts  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  the  zeal  of  Alexis  de  Menezes  archbilhop  of  Goa,  in  his  per- 
fonal  vifitation  of  the  coafl:  of  Malabar.  The  fynod  of  Diamper,  at 
which  he  prefided,  confummated  the  pious  work  of  the  reunion, 
and  rigoroufly  impofed  the  doCtrine  and  difciplinc  of  the  Roman 
church,  without  forgetting  auricular  confeffion,  the  ftrongeft  engine 
of  ecclefiaftical  torture.  The  memory  of  Theodore  and  Ncftorius 
was  condemned,  and  Malabar  was  reduced  under  the  dominion  of 


the  pope,  of  the  primate,  and  of  the  Jefuits  who  invaded  the  fee  of 
Angamala  or  Cranganor.  Sixty  years  of  fervitude  and  hypocrify  A.D. 
were  patiently  endured;  but  as  foon  as  the  Portuguefe  empire  599  M}' 
was  lhaken  by  the  courage  and  induftry  of  the  Dutch,  the  Ncfto- 
rians  aflerted,  with  vigour  and  efleCI,  the  religion  of  their  fathers. 

The  Tefuits  were  incapable  of  defending  the  power  which  they  had 
abufed  : the  arms  of  forty  thoufand  Chriftians  were  pointed  againft 
their  falling  tyrants ; and  the  Indian  archdeacon  aflumed  the  cha- 
racter of  bifhop,  till  a freffi  fupply  of  cpifcopal  gifts  and  Syriac 
miffionaries  could  be  obtained  from  the  patriarch  of  Babylon.  Since 
■ the  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe,  the  Neflorian  creed  is  freely  profefled 
on  the  coafl  of  Malabar.  The  trading  companies  of  Holland  and 
England  are  the  friends  of  toleration ; but  if  oppreffion  be  lefs  mortify-  . 

ing  than  contempt,  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas  have  reafon  to  com-  ’ 

plain  of  the  cold  and  filent  indifference  of  their  brethren  of  Europe"4.  ’ 


Concerning  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Tho-  in  two  vols.  iz00,  La  Haye,  1758,  a learnpd 
mas,  fee  Aflcraannus,  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  iv.  and  ngrccahle  work.  They  have  drawn  from 
P-  351-407.  435—451.  Gcdde*’s  Church  the  fame  fource,  the  Portuguefe  and  Italian  nar- 
Hiiiory  of  Malabar;  and,  above  all,  La  ratives;and  the  prejudices  ofthe  Jefuits  are  fuf- 
Croze,  Hiftoire  du  Cbriilian iliac  des  Indcs,  ficientJy  corrected  by  thofe  of  the  proteftants. 

Vol.  IV.  4 H *11.  The 


& 

''ir 


o 


Digitized  by  Google 


602 


CHAP. 

xLvn. 

II.  The  Ja- 
cobites. 


A.  D.  ;i8. 


9 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

II.  The  hiftory  of  the  Monophyfites  is  lefs  copious  and  interefting 
than  that  of  the  Neftorians.  Under  the  reigns  of  Zeno  and  Anafta- 
fius,  their  artful  leaders  lurprifed  the  car  of  the  prince,  ufurped  the 
thrones  of  the  Eaft,  and  crulhed  on  its  native  foil  the  fchool  of  the 
Syrians.  The  rule  of  the  Monophyfite  faith  was  defined  with  e.\- 
quifite  difcrction  by  Scvcrus  patriarch  of  Antioch  ; he  condemned, 
in  the  ftyle  of  the  Henoticon,  the  adverfe  herefies  of  Neflorius  and 
Eutyches,  maintained  againft  the  latter  the  reality  of  the  body  of 
Chrift,  and  conftrained  the  Greeks  to  allow  that  he  was  a liar  who 
fpoke  truth But  the  approximation  of  ideas  could  not  abate  the  ve- 
hemence of  paffion  ; each  party  was  the  more  aftonifhed  that  their 
blind  antagonift  could  difpute  on  fo  trifling  a difference  ; the  tyrant 
of  Syria  enforced  the  belief  of  his  creed,  and  his  reign  was  polluted 
with  the  blood  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  monks,  who  were  flain, 
not  perhaps  without  provocation  or  refi (lance,  under  the  walls  of 
Apamea The  fucceflor  of  Anaftafius  replanted  the  orthodox 
ftandard  in  the  Eaft : Severus  fled  into  Egypt ; and  his  friend,  the 
eloquent  Xenaias'",  who  had  efcaped  from  the  Neftorians  of  Perfia, 
was  fuffocatcd  in  his  exile  by  the  Mclchites  of  Paphlagouia.  Fifty- 
four  bifhops  were  fwept  from  their  thrones,  eight  hundred  eccle- 


,#*  Omi  fi»n»  d /trlsAefa;  is  the  expreffion  of 
Theodore,  in  his  treatife  of  the  Incarnation, 
p.  245.  247.  as  he  is  quoted  by  La  Cro2e 
(Hilt,  du  Chriflianifme  d’Ethiopic  et  d’Ar- 
rnenie,  p.  35.),  who  exclaims,  perhaps  too’ 
haftily,  " Quel  pitoyable  r.iifonncment  P* 

■ Rcrniudot  bat  touched  (Hilt.  Patriarch. 
AlexPp*  H^—138.)  the  Oriental  accounts 
of  Severus ; acd  hit  authentic  creed  may 
be  found  in  the  epiftle  of  John  the  Ja- 
cobite patriarch  of  Antioch,  in  the  xl*  cen- 
tury, to  his  bfc*her  Mennas  of  Alexandria 
(Afietnan.  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  132 
—141.). 

***  Bpift.  Archimandritarum  et  Monacho- 


rum  Syria  Second*  id  Papam  Hormifdam, 
Concil.  tom.  v.  p.  598 — 601.  The  courage 
of  St.  Sabas,  ut  leo  snimofm,  will  jollify 
the  fofpicion  that  the  arms  of  t befe  monks 
were  not  always  fpiritual  or  defoftive  (Baro- 
nins, A.  D.  5 13,  N*  7,  &c.). 

AfTcmanni  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  ii. 
p.  10 — 46.)  and  La  Croze  (Chridjanifme 
d*Ethiopie,  p.  36—40.)  will  fapply  the  hif- 
tory of  Xenaias,  or  Philoveous,  bilhop  of 
Mabug,  or  Hierapolis,  in  Syria.  He  was  a 
perfect  mailer  of  the  Syriac  language,  and 
the  author  or  editor  of  a verfiou  of  the  New 
TciUment. 
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fiaftics  were  caft  into  prifon"*,  and  notwithstanding  the  ambiguous  c P- 

. favour  of  Theodora,  the  Oriental  flocks,  deprived  of  their  Shepherds,  . * 

mud  infenftbly  have  been  either  famished  or  poifoned.  In  this  fpi- 
ritual  didrefs,  the  expiring  faction  was  revived,  and  united,  and  per- 
petuated, by  the  labours  of  a monk ; and  the  name  of  James  Bara- 
ctaus"'  has  been  preferved  in  the  appellation  of  Jacobites,  a familiar 
found  which  may  ftartle  the  ear  of  an  Englifli  reader.  From  the  holy 
confeflbrs  in  their  prifon  of  Conllantinople,  he  received  the  power* 
of  bilhop  of  Edefla  and  apoftle  of  tire  Ead,  and  the  ordination  of  four- 
fcore  thoufand  biShops,  prieds,  and  deacons,  is  derived  from  the  fame 
inexhaudible  fource.  The  fpeed  of  the  zealous  miSfionary  was  pro- 
moted by  the  fleeted  dromedaries  of  a devout  chief  of  the  Arabs ; the 
doftrine  and  difeipline  of  the  Jacobites  were  fecretly  edabliShed  in  the 
dominions  of  Juflinian  ; and  each  Jacobite  was  compelled  to  violate 
the  laws  and  to  hate  the  Roman  legislator.  The  fucceflors  of  Severus, 
while  they  lurked  in  convents  or  villages,  while  they  Sheltered  their 
proferibed  heads  in  the  caverns  of  hermits,  or  the  tents  of  the  Saracens, 

Still  aflerted,  as  they  now  aSTert,  their  indefeafable  right  to  the  title, 
the  rank,  and  the  prerogatives  of  patriarch  of  Antioch : under  the 
milder  yoke  of  the  infidels,  they  refide  about  a league  from  Merdin, 
in  the  pleafant  monadery  of  Zapharan,  which  they  have  embellished 
with  cells,  aquedudts,  and  plantations.  The  fecondary,  though  ho- 
nourable place,  is  fdled  by  the  maphrian , who,  in  his  Ration  at 

,,B  The  names  and  titles  of  fifty-four  119  The  obfeure  hiftory  of  James,  or  Jaco- 
bifhops  who  were  by  Juftin,  are  pre-  bos  Baradaeui,  or  Zanzalus,  may  be  gathered 

fervetl  in  the  Chronicle  of  Dionyfius  (aptul  from  Eutychius  (Ansftl.  tom.  ii.  p.  144- 147.)* 

Afletnan.  tom.  ii.  p.  54.).  Severus  was  per-  Rcnaudot  (HiJU  Patriarch,  Alex.  p.  133*)* 

Tonally  fummoned  to  Conftantinoplc— for  his  and  Affemannn*  (BibHot.  Orient,  tom.  i. 
trial,  fays  Liberatus  (Brev.  c.  19.)— that  his  p.  424.  tom.  RjprGz— *69.  324—332-  P-414* 
tongue  might  be  cut  out,  fay*  Evagrius  (l.iv.  torn.  Hi.  p.  385— 38S.J.  He  feem*  to  be  un- 
c.iv.).  The  prudent  patriarch  did  not  ltay  toex-  known  to  the  Greeks.  The  Jacobites  them- 
aminc  the  difference.  This  ecclcfuilical  revo-  fclves  had  rather  deduce  their  name  and 
lution  is  fixed  by  Pagi  to  the  month  cf  Septcm-  pedigree  from  8t.  James  the  apoftle. 
berof  the  year  518  (Critica,  tom.  ii.  p.  506.)- 

4 H 2 M-  ul 
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chap.  Moful  itfelf,  defies  the  Ncftorian  catholic  with  whom  he  contefts  the 
XLVII.  ’ 

< v j primacy  of  the  Eaft.  Under  the  patriarch  and  the  maphrian,  one  hun- 

dred and  fifty  archbifhops  and  hi  (hops  have  been  counted  in  the  dif- 
ferent ages  of  the  Jacobite  church ; but  the  order  of  the  hierarchy 
is  relaxed  or  diflfolved,  and  the  greater  part  of  their  diocefes  is  con- 
fined to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris.  The 
cities  of  Aleppo  and  Amida,  which  arc  often  vifited  by  the  pa- 
triarch, contain  fome  wealthy  merchants  and  induftrious  mechanics, 
but  the  multitude  derive  their  fcanty  fuftenance  from  their  daily 
labour:  and  poverty,  as  well  as  fuperftition,  may  impofe  their  exceffivc 
fafts ; five  annual  lents,  during  which,  both  the  clergy  and  laity  ab- 
ftain  not  only  from  flefh  or  eggs,  but  even  from  the  tafte  of  wine,  of 
oil,  and  of  fifh.  Their  prefent  numbers  arc  efteemed  from  fifty  to 
fourfeore  tlioufand  fouls,  the  remnant  of  a populous  church,  which 
has  gradually  decreafed  under  the  opprefiion  of  twelve  centuries. 
Yet  in  that  long  period,  fome  ftrangers  of  merit  have  been  converted 
to  the  Monophyfite  faith,  and  a Jew  was  the  father  of  Abulpha- 
ragius”0  primate  of  the  Eaft,  fo  truly  eminent  both  in  his  life  and 
death.  In  his  life,  lie  was  an  elegant  writer  of  the  Syriac  and 
Arabic  tongues,  a poet,  phyfician,  and  hiftorian,  a fubtlc  philo- 
fopher,  and  a moderate  divine.  In  his  death,  his  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  his  rival  the  Ncftorian  patriarch,  with  a train  of  Greeks 
and  Armenians,  who  forgot  their  difputes,  and  mingled  their  tears 
over  the  grave  of  an  enemy.  The  feel  which  was  honoured  by  the 
virtues  of  Abulpharagius  appears,  however,  to  fink  below  the  level 
of  their  Neftorian  brethren.  The  fuperftition  of  the  Jacobites  is 
more  abjedl,  their  fafts  more  rigid'",  their  inteftine  divifions  are 


,r>  The  account  of  his  perfon  and  writings 
is  perhaps  the  rno!t  curious  article  in  the  Bi- 

OMiothccaof  Afleman.u*  (tcm.ii.p  244 — 321. 

under  the  name  of  Gregorius  Ii«rJJetrr<rus), 
La  Croze  (Chriftunif/nc  d’Ethlopie,  p.  53— 
63.)  ridicules  the  prejudice  of  the  Spaniards 

7 


againft  the  Jewilh  blood  which  fecretly  defiles 
their  church  and  ilate. 

1,1  Thii  txtrjflve  abflinence  ii  ernfured  by 
I.*  Croze  (p.  35*.),  and  even  by  the  Syrian 
Afiemantm  (torn.  i.  p.  216.  torn.  ii.  p.  304, 

more 

t' 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


605 

more  numerous,  and  their  doctors  (as  far  as  I can  meafure  the  de-  C H a p. 

grees  of  nonfenfe)  are  more  remote  from  the  precindts  of  reafon.  „ ' 

Something  may  pofftbly  be  allowed  for  the  rigour  of  the  Monophy- 
fite  theology  ; much  more  for  the  fuperior  influence  of  the  monaflic 
order.  In  Syria,  in  Egypt,  in  ./Ethiopia,  the  Jacobite  monks  have 
ever  been  diflinguillicd  by  the  aufterity  of  their  penance  and  the 
abfurdity  of  their  legends.  Alive  or  dead  they  are  worfhippcd  as 
the  favourites  of  the  Deity  ; the  crofter  of  bifhop  and  patriarch  is 
refervcd  for  their  venerable  hands  ; and  they  affuine  the  government 
of  men,  while  they  are  yet  reeking  with  the  habits  and  prejudices 
of  the  cloyder1’*. 

III.  In  the  ftyle  of  the  Oriental  Chriftians,  the  Monothelites  of  Th' 

. Maron- 

cvery  age  arc  defcribed  under  the  appellation  of  Maronites%i\  a name  ites. 
which  has  been  infenfibly  transferred  from  an  hermit  to  a monaf- 
tcry,  from  a monaflery  to  a nation.  Maron,  a faint  or  favage  of 
the  fifth  century,  difplayed  his  religious  madnefs  in  Syria ; the  rival 
cities  of  Apamea  and  Emefa  difputed  his  relics,  a flately  church 
was  eredlcd  on  his  tomb,  and  fix  hundred  of  his  difciplcs  united 
their  folitary  cells  on  the  banks  of  the  Orontcs.  In  the  controvcrfies 
of  the  incarnation,  they  nicely  threaded  the  orthodox  line  between 
the  fedts  of  Neftorius  and  Eutyches ; but  the  unfortunate  queflion 
of  one  will  or  operation  in  the  two  natures  of  Chrift,  was  generated 
by  their  curious  leifure.  Their  profelyte,  the  emperor  Hcradius, 
was  rejedled  as  a Maronitc  from  the  walls  of  Emefa ; he  found  a 

9li  The  (late  of  the  Mnnophyfites  i*  ex- 
cellently ill  unrated  in  a diflcrtaiion  at  the 
beginning  of  the  iid  volume  of  Aflemannus, 
which  contains  142  pages.  The  Syrhc  Chro- 
nicle of  Gregory  Bar-Iiebraus,  or  Abulpha* 
ragiu*  (Bibliot.  Orient,  tom  ii.  p.  321  — 

4.63.),  purfues  the  double  fcrics  of  the  Neflo- 
rian  tatUlia  and  the  mujbiiuHi  of  the  Ja- 
cobites* 

T 


1)1  The  Anonymous  ofe  of. she  two  wordj 
may  be  proved  from  Eutychiuj  (Anna), 
tom.  ii.  p.  191.  zCy.  3 ; 2 . ) ; and  many  ft- 
milar  pilTagcs  which  may  be  found  in  the 
methodical  table  of  Pococlc.  He  wat  not 
actuated  by  any  prejudice againii  the  Maron- 
ites  of  the  »,!l  century;  and  we  may  believe 
a Melchite,  whofc  tellimony  is  confirmed  by 
the  Jacobites  and  Latins. 

refuge 
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CXL\n  P refuSc  in  t*ic  monafte!7  his  brethren  ; and  their  theological  lefloiw 
«,  ■ were  repaid  with  the  gift  of  a fpacious  and  wealthy  domain.  The 

name  and  dexftrine  of  this  venerable  fchool  were  propagated  among 
the  Greeks  and  Syrians,  and  their  zeal  is  exprefied  by  Macarius 
patriarch  of  Antioch,  who  declared  before  the  fynod  of  Ccnftanti- 
nople,  that  fooner  than  fubferibe  the  two  wills  of  Chrift,  he  would 
fubmit  to  be  hewn  piece-meal  and  call  into  the  fea  A fimilar  or 
a lefs  cruel  mode  of  perfecution  foon  converted  the  unrefifting  fub- 
je£ls  of  the  plain,  while  the  glorious  title  of  Mardaites or  rebels, 
was  bravely  maintained  by  the  hardy  natives  of  mount  Libanus. 
John  Maron,  one  of  the  moll  learned  and  popular  of  the  monks, 
afTumcd  the  chara&erof  patriarch  of  Antioch;  his  nephew  Abraham, 
at  the  head  of  the  Maronites,  defended  their  civil  and  religious  free- 
dom againft  the  tyrants  of  the  Eaft.  The  fon  of  the  orthodox 
Conflantine  purfued,  with  pious  hatred,  a people  of  foldiers,  who 
might  have  Hood  the  bulwark  of  his  empire  againft  the  common  foes 
of  Chrift  and  of  Rome.  An  army  of  Greeks  invaded  Syria ; the 
monaftcry  of  St.  Maron  was  deftroyed  with  fire  ; the  braveft  chief- 
tains were  betrayed  and  murdered,  and  twelve  thoufand  of  their 
followers  were  tranfplanted  to  the  diftant  frontiers  of  Armenia  and 
Thrace.  Yet  the  humble  nation  of  the  Maronites  has  furvived  the 
empire  of  Conftantinople,  and  they  ftill  enjoy,  under  their  Turkilh 
mailers,  a free  religion  and  a mitigated  fervitude.  Their  domeftic 
governors  are  chofcn  among  the  ancient  nobility  ; the  patriarch  in 
his  monaftery  of  Canobin,  ftill  fancies  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  An- 


o 


,M  Concil.  tom.  vii.  p.  780.  The  Mono- 
chetite  caufewaa  fupported  with  firmnefs  anJ 
fuhtlcty  by  Conftamine,  a Syrian  pried  of 
Apamca  (p.  1040,  &c.). 

1,1  Theophanes  (Chron.  p.  295,  296.  300. 
302.  3c6  ) and  Ccdrenus  (p.  437.  440.)  re- 
late the  exploits  of  'he  Mardaites  : the  name 
in  Syriac  rflt'tUvit)  is  explained  by 
I 


La  Roque  (Voyage  de  la  Syrie,  tom.  ii. 
p.  53.)  ; the  dates  are  fixed  by  Pagi  (A.  D. 
676,  Nw4— 14.  A.  D.  685,  N°  3,  4.);  and 
even  the  obfeure  Ilory  of  the  patriarch  John 
Maron  (Aflrman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.  i. 
p.  496-520.)  illuftrates,  from  the  year  6S6 
to  707,  the  troubles  of  mount  Libanus. 

tioch  ; 
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tioch ; nine  bifliops  compofe  his  fynod,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  CHAP, 
priefts,  who  retain  the  liberty  of  marriage,  are  entrufled  with  the  i—v— 
care  of  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  Their  country  extends  from 
the  ridge  of  mount  Libanus  to  the  fhores  of  Tripoli ; and  the  gra- 
dual defcent  affords,  in  a narrow  fpace,  each  variety  of  foil  and  cli- 
mate, from  (he  Holy  Cedars,  ereft  under  the  weight  of  fnow'1",  to 
the  vine,  the  mulberry,  and  the  olive  trees  of  the  fruitful  valley. 

In  the  twelfth  century,  the  Maronites,  abjuring  the  Monothelite 
error,  were  reconciled  to  the  Latin  churches  of  Antioch  and  Rome 
and  the  fame  alliance  has  been  frequently  renewed  by  the  ambition 
of  the  popes  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  Syrians.  But  it  may  reafonably 
be  qucftioned,  whether  their  union  has  ever  been  perfect  or  fincere  5 
and  the  learned  Maronites  of  the  college  of  Rome  have  vainly  la- 
boured to  abfolve  their  anceftors  from  the  guilt  of  herefy  and 
fchifm 

IV.  Since  the  age  of  Conftantine,  the  Armenians  "*  had  fig-  IV.  Tut 

Armen  i- 

nalifed  their  attachment  to  the  religion  and  empire  of  the  Chriftians. 

The 


■ >»  In  the  left  century  twenty  large  cedar* 
ftill  remained  (Voyage  de  la  Roque,  tom.  i. 

p.  68 ;6.)  i at  prefect  they  are  reduced  to 

four  or  five  (Volney,  tom.  i.  p.  164.).  Thcfe 
trees,  fo  famous  in  feriptore,  were  guarded 
by  excommunication  : the  wood  was  fparingly 
borrowed  for  fm all  erodes,  Sec.-,  an  annual 
mafs  was  ch.iunted  under  their  lhade;  and 
they  were  endowed  by  the  Syrians  with  a fen- 
fitive  power  of  erefling  their  branche*  to  re- 
pel the  fnow,  to  which  mount  Libanus  is 
lefj  faithful  than  it  i*  painted  by  Tacitus : 
inter  ardores  opacum  fidumquc  nivibus— a 
daring  metaphor  (Hill.  v.  6 ). 

■it  The  evidence  of  William  of  Tyre 
(Hid.  in  Gellis  Dei  per  Francos,  1.  xxii.  c.  8. 
p.  toaa.)  is  copied  or  confirmed  by  Jacques 
de  Vitra  (Hid.  Hicrofoiym.  1.  ii.  c.  77. 
p.  1093,  1094.).  But  this  unnatural  league 


expired  with  the  power  of  the  Franks ; and 
Abulpharagius  (who  died  in  1 2 861  conddera 
the  Maronites  as  a feft  of  Monothclites  (Ha* 
bliot.  Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  292  ). 

'7'  I find  a defeription  and  hidory  of  the 
Maronites  in  the  Voyage  de  la  Syrie  et  du 
Mont  Liban  par  La  Roque  (2  vols.  in  I2n% 
Amdcrdam,  1723  ; particularly  tom.  i.  p.  42 
—47.  p.  174—184.  tom.  ii.  p.  10 — 120.). 
In  the  ancient  part  he  copf'  the  prejudices 
of  Nairon  and  the  other  M ties  of  Rome, 
which  Adcmannus  is  afraid  to  renounce,  and 
adiamcd  to  fupport.  Jablonfki  (InOitut.  Hid. 
Chrid.  tom.  iii.  p.  186.),  Niebuhr  (Voyage 
de  I’Arabie,  tec,  tom.  ii.  p.  346.  370—384.), 
and,  above  all,  the  judicious  Volney  ( Voyage 
en  Egypta  et  en  Syrie,  tom.  ii.  p.  8—31. 
Paris,  1787),  may  be  confulted. 

■i*  The  religion  of  the  Armenians  is  briefly 
defeated 


o 
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C xlvu  P’  ^iforders  °f  *heir  country,  and  their  ignorance  of  the  Greek 

v— v < tongue,  prevented  their  clergy  from  a (Tilling  at  the  fynod  of  Chal- 

ccdon,  and  they  floated  eighty-four  years'*”  in  a (late  of  indiffer- 
ence or  fufpcnfc,  till  their  vacant  faith  was  finally  occupied  by  the 
miffionarics  of  Julian  of  Halicarnaffus'*',  who  in  Egypt,  their  com- 
mon exile,  had  been  vanquifhed  by  the  arguments  or  the  influence 
of  his  rival  Severus,  the  Monophyfitc  patriarch  of  Antioch.  The 
Armenians  alone  are  the  pure  dilciples  of  Eutyches,  an  unfortunate 
parent,  who  has  been  renounced  by  the  greater  part  of  his  fpiritual 
progeny.  They  alone  perfevere  in  the  opinion,  that  the  manhood 
of  Chrift  was  created,  or  exifted  without  creation,  of  a divine  and 
incorruptible  fubftance.  Their  adverfaries  reproach  them  with  the 
adoration  of  a phantom  ; and  they  retort  the  accufation,  by  deriding 
* or  execrating  the  blafphcmy  of  the  Jacobites,  who  impute  to  the 

Godhead  the  vile  infirmities  of  the  flcfli,  even  the  natural  effedts  of 


nutrition  and  digeflion.  The  religion  of  Armenia  could  not  derive 
much  glory  from  the  learning  or  the  power  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
royalty  expired  with  the  origin  of  their  fchifin,  and  their  Chriftian 
kings,  who  arofe  and  fell  in  the  thirteenth  century  on  the  confines 
of  Cilicia,  were  the  clients  of  the  Latins  and  the  vaffals  of  the 
Turkifh  fultan  of  Iconium.  The  helplefs  nation  has  fcldom  been 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  tranquillity  of  fervitude.  From  the  earlieft 


period  to  the  prefent  hour,  Armenia  has  been  the  theatre  of  perpe- 


dc  Icribed  by  La  Croze  (Hill,  du  Chrift.  de 
J’Ethiope  & de  1'Armenie,  p.  269—402.). 
He  refers  10  the  great  Armenian  Hiftory  of 
Galanas  (3  vols.  in  fol,  Rome,  1650—1661), 
and  commends  the  Hate  of  Armenia  in  the 
ill'1  volume  of  the  Nouveaux  Mcmoires  des 
Millions  du  Levant.  The  work  of  a Jefuit 
jnull  have  ftcrling  merit  when  it  is  praifed  by 
La  Croze. 

I4U  The  fchifm  of  the  Armenians  is  placed 
84  years  after  the  council  of  Chakedon  (Pa- 


gi,  Critics,  aj  A.  D.  535).  It  was  cenfum- 
mated  at  the  end  of  feventecn  years  ; and  it 
is  from  the  year  of  Chrift  552  that  wc  date 
the  zra  of  the  Armenians  (l* Art  de  vender 
les  Dates,  p.  xxxv.), 

141  The  fentiments  and  fuccefs  of  Julian  of 
HalicarnalTus  may  be  feen  in  Libcratus  (Brer, 
c.  19.),  Rcnaudot  (Hill.  Patriarch.  Alex, 
p.  132.  303.),  and  Afl'emannus  (Bibliot.  Ori- 
et  c.  tom.  ii.  Djflertat.  dc  Monophyntis, 
p.  viii.  p.  286.). 
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tual  war ; the  lands  between  Tauris  and  Erivan  were  difpeoplcd  by  c ^ ^ P- 

the  cruel  policy  of  the  Sophies ; and  myriads  of  Chriftian  families  ' — 1 

were  tranfplanted,  to  perifh  or  to  propagate  in  the  diftant  provinces 
of  Perfia.  Under  the  rod  of  oppreffion,  the  zeal  of  the  Armenians 
is  fervent  and  intrepid  : they  have  often  preferred  the  crown  of 
martyrdom  to  the  white  turban  of  Mahomet ; they  devoutly  hate 
the  error  and  idolatry  of  the  Greeks ; and  their  tranfient  union  with 
the  Latins  is  not  lefs  devoid  of  truth,  than  the  thoufand  bifhops 
whom  their  patriarch  offered  at  the  feet  of  the  Roman  pontiff’4’. 

The  catholic  or  patriarch  of  the  Armenians  refides  in  the  monaftery 
of  Ekmiafin,  three  leagues  from  Erivan.  Forty-feven  archbifhops, 
each  of  whom  may  claim  the  obedience  of  four  or  five  fuffragans, 
are  confecrated  by  his  hand  ; but  the  far  greater  part  are  only  titular 
prelates,  who  dignify  with  their  prefence  and  fervicc  the  fimplicity 
of  his  court.  As  foon  as  they  have  performed  the  liturgy,  they 
cultivate  the  garden ; and  our  bifhops  will  hear  with  furprife,  that 
the  aufterity  of  their  life  encreafes  in  juft  proportion  to  the  elevation 
of  their  rank.  In  the  fourfcorc  thoufand  towns  or  villages  of  his 
fpiritual  empire,  the  patriarch  receives  a fmall  and  voluntary  tax 
from  each  perfon  above  the  age  of  fifteen  j but  the  annual  amount 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  is  infufficient  to  fupply  the  inceffant 
demands  of  charity  and  tribute.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury, the  Armenians  have  obtained  a large  and  lucrative  fhare  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Eaft : in  their  return  from  Europe,  the  caravan 
ufually  halts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Erivan,  the  altars  are  enriched 
with  the  fruits  of  their  patient  induftry ; and  the  faith  of  Eutyches  is 
preached  in  their  recent  congregations  of  Barbary  and  Poland '4*. 

V.  In 


<**  See  a remarkable  foft  of  the  xii,k  cen-  had  gloried  in  the  converlion  of  the  Arme- 
tury  in  the  Hiflory  of  Nicetas  Choniatcs  mans — Asvvyivii  mufw 

(p.  158.).  Vet  three  hundred  years  before,  ■*’  The  travelling  Armenians  arc  in  the 
Fhotiut  (Epiltol.  ii.  p.  49.  edit.  Montacul)  way  of  every  traveller,  and  their  mother 
Vot.  IV.  4 I church 
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CHAP. 

XLVII. 


V.  Th* 
Copts  or 
Egyp- 
tians. 


The  patri- 
arch Theo- 
dofius, 

A.  D. 
537—568. 


Paul, 

A.D.  558. 


V.  In  the  reft  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  defpotifin  of  the  prince 
might  eradicate  or  fdence  the  fectaries  of  an  obnoxious  creed.  But 
the  ftubborn  temper  of  the  Egyptians  maintained  their  oppofition  to 
the  fyuod  of  Chalcedon,  and  the  policy  of  Juftinian  condefcended 
to  expedl  and  to  feize  the  opportunity  of  difeord.  The  Monophy- 
fite  church  of  Alexandria  144  was  torn  by  the  difputes  of  the  corrup- 
tibles and  incorruptible /,  and  on  the  death  of  the  patriarch,  the  two 
factions  upheld  their  refpedtivc  candidates  ,4\  Gaian  was  the  dif- 
ciple  of  Julian,  Theodofius  had  been  the  pupil  of  Scvcrus : the 
claims  of  the  former  were  fupported  by  the  confent  of  the  monks 
and  fenators,  the  city  and  the  province ; the  latter  depended  on  the 
priority  of  his  ordination,  the  favour  of  the  emprefs  Theodora,  and 
the  arms  of  the  eunuch  Narfes,  which  might  have  been  ufed  in  more 
honourable  warfare.  The  exile  of  the  popular  candidate  to  Car- 
thage and  Sardinia,  inflamed  the  ferment  of  Alexandria  ; and  after 
a fchifm  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  years,  the  Gaianitcs  ftill  revered 
the  memory  and  dodtrine  of  their  founder.  The  ftrength  of  num- 
bers and  of  difeipline  was  tried  in  a defperate  and  bloody  conflict; 
the  ftreets  were  filled  with  the  dead  bodies  of  citizens  and  foldicrs  ; 
the  pious  women,  afeending  the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  fhowered  down 
every  fliarp  or  ponderous  utenfil  on  the  heads  of  the  enemy  ; and 
the  final  vidlory  of  Narfes  was  owing  to  the  flames,  with  which  he 
wafted  the  third  capital  of  the  Roman  world.  But  the  lieutenant 
of  Juftinian  had  not  conquered  in  the  caul'c  of  an  heretic  ; Theodo- 
fius himfelf  was  fpeedily  though  gently  removed  ; and  Paul  of  Tanis, 


church  is  on  the  high-road  between  Conflan- 
tinople  and  Ifpahan  : for  their  prefen i Hate, 
fee  Fabricius  (Lux  Evangclii,  Ac.  c.  xxxviii. 
p.40—51.),  Olearius  (I.iv.  c.  40.),  Chardin 
(vol.ii.  p.  232.),  Tournefort  (lettre  xx.),and, 
above  all,  Tavernier  {tom.  i.  p.  28 — 37.  510 
—5 18.),  that  rambling  jeweller,  who  had  read 
nothing,  but  had  feen  fo  much  and  lb  well. 


144  The  hirtory  of  the  Alexandrian  patri- 
arch?, from  Diofcorus  to  Benjamin,  is  taken 
from  Rcnaudoc  (p.  114 — 164.)  and  the  fc- 
cond  tome  of  the  Annals  of  Eutychius. 

145  Liberal.  Brev.  c.  20.  23.  Vidtor. 
Chron.  p.  329,  330.  Procop.  Anecdou 
«■  26,  27. 
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an  orthodox  monk,  was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Athanafius.  The  c H A p- 

XLVJI. 

powers  of  government  were  firained  in  his  fupport  ; he  might  ap-  v v > 

point  or  difplace  the  dukes  and  tribunes  of  Egypt ; the  allowance  of 
bread  which  Diocletian'  had  granted,  was  fupprefled,  the  churches 
were  fhut,  and  a nation  of  fchifmatics  was  deprived  at  once  of  their 
fpiritual  and  carnal  food.  In  his  turn,  the  tyrant  was  excommuni- 
cated by  the  zeal  and  revenge  of  the  people ; and  none  except  his 
fervile  Melchites  would  falute  him  as  a man,  a ChriRian,  or  a bifliop. 

Yet  fuch  is  the  blindnefs  of  ambition,  that,  when  Paul  was  expelled 
on  a charge  of  murder,  he  folicitcd,  with  a bribe  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  of  gold,  his  reftoration  to  the  fame  Ration  of  hatred  and 
ignominy.  His  fuccelfor  Apollinaris  entered  the  hoftile  city  in  Apollinirit, 
military  array,  alike  qualified  for  prayer  or  for  battle.  His  troops,  ' 'S5'' 
under  arms,  were  diftributed  through  the  Rreets ; the  gates  of  the 
cathedral  were  guarded,  and  a chofen  band  was  Rationed  in  the 
choir  to  defend  the  perfon  of  their  chief.  He  Rood  ereft  on  his 
throne,  and  throwing  afide  the  upper  garment  of  a warrior,  fuddenly 
appeared  before  the  eyes  of  the  multitude  in  the  robe3  of  patriarch 
of  Alexandria.  Aftonifhment  held  them  mute ; but  no  fooner  had 
Apollinaris  begun  to  read  the  tome  of  St.  Leo,  than  a volley  of 
curfes,  and  invedtives,  and  Rones,  aflaulted  the  odious  miniRer  of  the 
emperor  and  the  fynod.  A charge  was  inflantly  founded  by  the 
fucccfl'or  of  the  apoRles  ; the  foldiers  waded  to  their  knees  in  blood  ; 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  ChriRians  are  faid  to  have  fallen  by  the 
fword:  an  incredible  account,  even  if  it  be  extended  from  the 
(laughter  of  a day  to  the  eighteen  years  of  the  reign  of  Apollinaris. 

Two  fucceeding  patriarchs,  Eulogius'41’  and  John'47,  laboured  in  the  Eulogiu», 

- A.  D.  580. 
converlion 


146  Eulogius,  who  had  been  a monk  of 
Antioch,  was  more  confpicuous  for  fubtlcty 
than  eloquence.  He  proves  that  the  enemies 
of  the  faith,  the  Gaianitcs  and  Thcodofians, 
ought  not  to  be  reconciled  ; that  the  fame  pro- 
portion may  be  orthodox  in  the  mouth  of  St. 
Cyril,  heretical  in  tha^c^tfverus ; that  the 

0 


oppofite  a/Icrtions  of  St.  Leo  arc  equally  true. 
Sec.  Hi*  writings  arc  no  longer  extant,  ex- 
cept in  the  Extracts  of  Photius,  who  had 
perofed  them  with  care  ar.d  fatisfa&ion, 
cod.  ccviii.  ccxxv,  ccxxvi,  ccxxvii.  ccxxx. 
cclxxx. 

147  See  the  life  of  John  the  eleetnofynary 
2 by 
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Their  repara- 
tion and  de- 
cay. 


converfion  of  heretics,  with  arms  and  arguments  more  worthy  of 
their  evangelical  profeflion.  The  theological  knowledge  of  Eulogius 
was  difplayed  in  many  a volume,  which  magnified  the  errors  of 
Eutyche3  and  Severus,  and  attempted  to  reconcile  the  ambiguous 
language  of  St.  Cyril  with  the  orthodox  creed  of  pope  Leo  and  the 
fathers  of  Chalcedon.  The  bounteous  alms  of  John  the  eleemofy- 
nary  were  di&ated  by  fuperftition,  or  benevolence,  or  policy.  Seven 
thoufand  five  hundred  poor  were  maintained  at  his  expence  ; on 
his  acceflion,  he  found  eight  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  in  the  treafury 
of  the  church  ; he  collected  ten  thoufand  from  the  liberality  of  the 
faithful  j yet  the  primate  could  boaft  in  his  teftament,  that  he  left 
behind  him  no  more  than  the  third  part  of  the  fmallefl  of  the  filvec 
coins.  The  churches  of  Alexandria  were  delivered  to  the  Catholics, 
the  religion  of  the  Monophyfites  was  proferibed  in  Egypt,  and  a law 
was  revived  which  excluded  the  natives  from  the  honours  and  emo- 
luments of  the  (late. 

A more  important  conqucft  ftill  remained,  of  the  patriarch,  the 
oracle  and  leader  of  the  Egyptian  church.  Theodofius  had  refilled 
the  threats  and  promifes  of  JuRinian  with  the  fpirit  of  an  apoftle 
or  an  enthufiafl.  “ Such,”  replied  the  patriarch,  “ were  the  offers 
“ of  the  tempter  when  he  Ihewed  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  But 
“ my  foul  is  far  dearer  to  me  than  life  or  dominion.  The  churches 
“ are  in  the  hands  of  a prince  who  can  kill  the  body ; but  my  con- 
“ fcicncc  is  my  own ; and  in  exile,  poverty,  or  chains,  I will  fted- 
“ fallly  adhere  to  the  faith  of  my  holy  prcdeccffors,  Athanalius, 
“ Cyril,  and  Diofcorus.  Anathema  to  the  tome  of  Leo  and  the 
“ fynod  of  Chalcedon  ! Anathema  to  all  who  embrace  their  creed  ! 
“ Anathema  to  them  now  and  for  evermore  ! Naked  came  I out  of 
“ my  mother’s  womb,  naked  lhail  I defeend  into  the  grave.  Let 


by  his  contemporary  Leontius,  bifhopof  Nei- 
polis  in  Cyprus,  whofc  Greek  text,  either  loft 
or  hidden,  is  rcflc&cd  in  the  Latin  ver/ion  of 
lUroaim  (A.  D.  6io»  Nw  9.  A.  D.  6ao, 


N°  8.).  Pagi  (Critics,  tom.  ii.  p.  763  ) and 
Fabricius  (1.  v.  c.  1 1.  tom.  vii.  p.  454.)  have 
made  forac  critical  observations. 


“ thofe 
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**  thofe  who  love  God,  follow  me  and  feek  their  falvation.”  After 
comforting  his  brethren,  he  embarked  for  Conftantinople,  and  fuf- 
tained,  in  fix  fuccelfive  interviews,  the  almoft  irrefiftible  weight  of 
the  royal  prefence.  His  opinions  were  favourably  entertained  in  the 
palace  and  the  city;  the  influence  of  Theodora  allured  him  a fafe 
conduct  and  honourable  difiniflion  ; and  he  ended  his  days,  though 
not  on  the  throne,  yet  in  the  bofom,  of  his  native  country.  On  the 
news  of  his  death,  Apollinaris  indecently  feafted  the  nobles  and  the 
clergy ; but  his  joy  was  checked  by  the  intelligence  of  a new  elec- 
tion ; and  while  he  enjoyed  the  wealth  of  Alexandria,  his  rivals 
reigned  in  the  monafteries  of  Thebais,  and  were  maintained  by  the 
voluntary  oblations  of  the  people.  A perpetual  fucceflion  of  pa- 
triarchs arofe  from  the  afhes  of  Thcodolius  ; and  the  Monophyfite 
churches  of  Syria  and  Egypt  were  united  by  the  name  of  Jacobites 
and  the  communion  of  the  faith.  But  the  fame  faith,  which  has 
been  confined  to  a narrow  fe<ft  of  the  Syrians,  was  diffufed  over  the 
mafs  of  the  Egyptian  or  Coptic  nation  ; who,  almoft  unanimoufly, 
rejected  the  decrees  of  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon.  A thoufand  years 
were  now  elapled  fince  Egypt  had  ceafed  to  be  a kingdom,  fince 
the  conquerors  of  Alia  and  Europe  had  trampled  on  the  ready  necks 
of  a people,  whofe*  ancient  wifdom  and  power  afeends  beyond  the 
records  of  hiftory.  The  conflidt  of  zeal  and  pcrfccution  rekindled 
fome  fparks  of  their  national  fpirit.  They  abjured,  with  a foreign 
herefy,  the  manners  and  language  of  the  Greeks : every  Melchite, 
in  their  eyes,  was  a ftranger,  every  Jacobite  a citizen ; the  alliance 
of  marriage,  the  olfices  of  humanity,  were  condemned  as  a deadly 
fin  ; the  natives  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  emperor ; and  his 
orders,  at  a diftance  from  Alexandria,  were  obeyed  only  under  the 
preflure  of  military  force.  A generous  effort  might  have  redeemed 
the  religion  and  liberty  of  Egypt,  and  her  fix  hundred  monafteries 
might  have  poured  forth  their  myriads  of  holy  warriors,  for  whom 
death  lhould  have  no  terrors,  fince  life  had  no  comfort  or  delight. 

* q But 
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Benjamin, 
th<*  Jacobite 
patriarch, 

A.  D. 
625—661. 


But  experience  has  proved  the  diftincftion  of  active  and  pa  dive 
courage  ; the  fanatic  who  endures  without  a groan  the  torture  of  the 
rack  or  the  Bake,  would  tremble  and  fly  before  the  face  of  an  armed 
enemy.  The  pufilianimous  temper  of  the  Egyptians  could  only 
hope  for  a change  of  matters  ; the  arms  of  Chofrocs  depopulated  the 
land,  yet  under  his  reign  the  Jacobites  enjoyed  a fliort  and  preca- 
rious refpite.  The  vidlory  of  Heraclius  renewed  and  aggravated 
the  pcrfecution,  and  the  patriarch  again  efcaped  from  Alexandria  to 
the  defert.  In  his  flight,  Benjamin  was  encouraged  by  a voice, 
which  bad  him  expeft,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  the  aid  of  a foreign 
nation,  marked  like  the  Egyptians  themfelves  with  the  ancient  rite 
of  circumcifion.  The  character  of  thefe  deliverers,  and  the  nature 
of  the  deliverance,  will  be  hereafter  explained  ; and  I Ihall  ftep  over 
the  interval  of  eleven  centuries  to  obferve  the  prefent  mifery  of  the 
Jacobites  of  Egypt.  The  populous  city  of  Cairo  affords  a refidence 
or  rather  a fhelter  for  their  indigent  patriarch,  and  a remnant  of  ten 
bifhops  : forty  monafteries  have  furvived  the  inroads  of  the  Arabs ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  fervitude  and  apoftafy  have  reduced  the  Coptic 
nation  to  the  defpicable  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  thoufand 
families  ; a race  of  illiterate  beggars,  whofe  only  confolation  is 
derived  from  the  fuperior  wretchednefs  of  the  Greek  patriarch  and 
his  diminutive  congregation  ,M. 

,4“  This  number  is  taken  from  the  curious 
Kccherchcs  fur  !es  Kgyptiens  et  les  Chinois 
(tom.  ii.  p.  192,  193.),  and  appears  more 
probable  than  the  600,000  ancient,  or  15,000 
modern,  Copts  of  Gcxnelli  Carreri.  Cyril 
Lucar,  the  proteftant  patriarch  of  Conftanti- 
noplc,  laments  that  thofe  heretics  were  ten 
timea^inore  numerous  than  his  orthodox 
Greeks,  ingenioufly  applying  the  sroXXa*  «i» 
ciLvt.tTa  of  Homer  (Iliad  ii* 

12S.),  the  mofl  perfcfl  expreflion  of  con- 
tempt (Fabric.  L\«v  Evangclii,  740.). 

The  hiilory  of  the  Copts,  their  religion, 
manners.  Sec,  may  be  found  in  the  Abbe  Kc- 

VI.  The 


naudot’s  motley  work,  neither  a tranflation 
nor  an  original;  the  Chronicon  Orientale 
of  Peter,  a Jacobite;  in  the  two  verfions 
of  Abraham  Ecchclleofis,  Paris,  1651; 
and  John  Simon  Aftcman,  Vcnet.  1729. 
Thefe  annals  defeend  no  lower  than  the  xmlh 
century.  The  more  recent  accounts  mull  be 
fcarched  for  in  the  travellers  into  Hgypt,  and 
the  Nou\caux  Memoires  des  Millions  dc  Le- 
vant. In  the  I all  century,  Jofeph  Abudacnus, 
a native  of  Cairo,  published  at  Oxford,  ia 
thirty  pages,  a flight  IiiAoria  Jacobitarum, 
147.  poll  150. 
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VI.  The  Coptic  patriarch,  a rebel  to  the  Cx-fars,  or  a Have  to  the  c H ^ 

khalifs,  (till  gloried  in  the  filial  obedience  of  the  kings  of  Nubia  and — . 

Ethiopia.  He  repaid  their  homage  by  magnifying  their  greatnefs;  and  i 1- 
it  was  boldly  alfcrtcd  that  they  could  bring  into  the  field  an  hundred  Nubian". 
thoufand  horfe,  with  an  equal  number  of  camels1’0;  that  their  hand 
could  pour  or  rcflrain  the  waters  of  the  Nile ; and  the  peace  and 
plenty  of  Egypt  was  obtained,  even  in  this  world,  by  the  intercefiion 
of  the  patriarch.  In  exile  at  Conftantinople,  Theodcfius  recom- 
mended to  his  patronefs  the  converfion  of  the  black  nations  of 
Nubia111,  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to  the  confines  of  Abyffinia. 

Her  defign  was  fufpefted  and  emulated  by  the  more  orthodox  em- 
peror. The  rival  miflionaries,  a Melchite  and  a Jacobite,  embarked 
at  the  fame  time ; but  the  emprefo,  from  a motive  of  love  or  fear, 

•was  more  effeftually  obeyed  ; and  the  Catholic  pried  was  detained  by 
the  prefident  of  Thebais,  while  the  king  of  Nubia  and  his  court  were 
hadily  baptifed  in  the  faith  of  Diofcorus.  The  tardy  envoy  of  Jtidi- 
nian  was  received  and  difmided  with  honour ; but  when  lie  accufed 
the  herefy  and  treafon  of  the  Egyptians,  the  negro  convert  was  in- 
ftnnded  to  reply  that  he  would  never  abandon  his  brethren  the  true 
believers,  to  the  perfecuting  miniders  of  the  fvnod  of  Chalccdon 
During  feveral  ages,  the  bilhops  of  Nubia  were  named  and  confe- 

About  the  year  737.  See  Renaudot,  probably  furpaf?,  the  potver  of  the  Cacfars. 

Hill.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  221 , 222.  Elena-  t,a  The  Abyfiinians,  who  Hill  prefer ve  the 
tin,  Hill.  Saracen,  p.  99.  features  and  olive  complexion  of  the  Arabs, 

1,1  Ludolph,  Hill.  jEthiopic.  et  Comment,  afford  a proof  that  two  thoufand  years  arc 
1.  i.  c.  8.  Renaudot,  Hill.  Patriarch.  Alex,  not  fufficient  to  change  the  colour  of  the  hu- 
p.  480,  Arc.  This  opinion,  introduced  into  man  race.  The  Nubians,  an  African  race, 

Egypt  and  Europe  by  the  artifice  of  tbeCopts,  are  pure  negroes,  as  black  as  thofc  of  Senr- 
thc  pride  of  the  AbyHinians,  the  fear  and  gal  or  Congo,  with  .flat  uofes,  thick  lips,  and 
ignorance  of  the  Turk*  and  Arabs,  has  not  woolly  hair  (BufTon,  Hill.  Naturelle,  tom.  y. 
even  the  fcmblance  of  truth.  The  rains  of  p.  117.  143,  144.  166.  219.  edit,  in  .11**, 

./Ethiopia  do  not,  in  the  encrcafe  of  the  Paris,  1769).  The  ancients  beheld,  without 
Nile,  confult  the  will  of  the  monarch,  much  attention,  the  extraordinary  phjenome- 
if  the  river  approaches  at  Napata,  within  non  which  hn<  exercifed  the  philofophers  aud 
three  days  journey  of  the  Red  Sea  (fee  theologians  of  modern  limes. 
d’Anville’s  Maps),  a canal  that  fhould  di-  *»3  Aflcman.  Bibltui.  Orient,  tom.  i. 
vert  its  courfe  would  demand,  and  moR  p.  329. 

7 > . - crated 
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CHAP,  crated  by  the  Jacobite  patriarch  of  Alexandria : as  late  as  the  twelfth 
. _ _ . century,  Chriftianity  prevailed  ; and  fome  rites,  fome  ruins,  are  dill 

vifible  in  the  favage  towns  of  Sennaar  and  Dongola"*.  But  the 
Nubians  at  length  executed  their  threats  of  returning  to  the  worfhip 
of  idols ; the  climate  required  the  indulgence  of  polygamy,  and  they 
have  finally  preferred  the  triumph  of  the  Koran  to  the  abafement  of 
the  Crofs.  A metaphyfical  religion  may  appear  too  refined  for  the 
capacity  of  the  negro  race  : yet  a black  or  a parrot  might  be  taught 
to  repeat  the  -words  of  the  Chalcedonian  or  Monophyfite  creed. 

Church  of  Chriftianity  was  more  deeply  rooted  in  the  Abyfiinian  empire; 
rDffi73'0,  and,  although  the  correfpondencc  has  been  fometimes  interrupted 
above  feventy  or  an  hundred  years,  the  mother-church  of  Alex- 
andria retains  her  colony  in  a ftate  of  perpetual  pupillage.  Seven 
bifhops  once  compofed  the  iEthiopic  fynod  : had  their  number 
amounted  to  ten,  they  might  have  ele&cd  an  independent  primate, 
and  one  of  their  kings  was  ambitious  of  promoting  his  brother  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  throne.  But  the  event  was  forefeen,  the  encreafe 
was  denied  ; the  epifcopal  office  has  been  gradually  confined  to  the 
abuna  the  head  and  author  of  the  Abyfiinian  priefthood  ; the 
patriarch  fupplies  each  vacancy  with  an  Egyptian  monk ; .and  the 
character  of  a ftranger  appears  more  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  lefe  dangerous  in  thofe  of  the  monarch.  In  the  fixth  cen- 
tury, when  the  fchifm  of  Egypt  was  confirmed,  the  rival  chiefs,  with 
their  patrons,  Juftinian  and  Theodora,  ftrove  to  outftrip  each  other 
in  the  conqueft  of  a remote  and  independent  province.  The  in- 

***  The  Chriftianity  of  the  Nubian*, 

A.D.  1 153,  is  attefted  by  the  /hcriff  al  Edri- 
fi,  falfely  deferibed  under  the  flame  of  the 
Nubian  geographer  (p.  i8,)»  who  repre- 
fents  them  « Mutation  of  Jacobites.  The 
rays  of  hiftorical  light  that  twinkle  in  the 
liiftory  of  Renaudoc  (p.  178.  220—224.  281 
— 286.405.434.45l.464.)  are  all  previous 
to  this  xra.  See  the  modem  ftate  in  the  Let* 
ties  Edifiantes  (Recueil,  iv.)  and  Bufching 


(tom.  isr.  p.  152  — 159.  par  Berenger). 

IS*  The  abuna  is  improperly  dignified  by 
the  Latins  with  the  title  of  patriarch.  The 
Abytfjnum  acknowledge  only  the  four  pairi- 
archs,  and  their  chief  is  no  more  than' a me. 
tropolitan  or  national  primate  (Ladolph.  Hill, 
vtchiopic.  et  Comment.  1.  iii.  c.  7.).  The 
feven  bilhops  of  Renaudoc  (p.  511.),  who 
exifted  A.  D.  U31*  are  unknown  to  the  hif- 
torian. 

*.  duftry 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


duflry  of  the  emprefs  was  again  victorious,  and  the  pious  Theodora 
has  eftablilhed  in  that  fequeftered  church  the  faith  and  difcipline  of 
the  Jacobites”*.  EncotnpafTed  on  all  fides  by  the  enemies  of  their 
religion,  the  Ethiopians  fiept  near  a thoufand  years,  forgetful  of 
the  world,  by  whom  they  were  forgotten.  They  were  awakened  by 
the  Portuguefe,  who,  turning  the  fouthern  promontory  of  Africa, 
appeared  in  India  and  the  Red  Sea,  as  if  they  had  defeended  through 
the  air  from  a diftant  planet.  In  the  firfl  moments  of  their  inter- 
view, the  fubjeCts  of  Rome  and  Alexandria  obferved  the  refem- 
blance,  rather  than  the  difference,  of  their  faith  ; and  each  nation  ex- 
peCled  the  moll  important  benefits  from  an  alliance  with  their 
Chriftian  brethren.  In  their  lonely  fituation,  the  Ethiopians  had 
ahnoft  relapfcd  into  the  favage  life.  Their  vcflcle,  which  had  traded 
to  Ceylon,  fcarcely  prefumed  to  navigate  the  rivers  of  Africa;  the 
ruins  of  Axume  were  deferted,  the  nation  was  fcattered  in  villages, 
and  the  emperor,  a pompous  name,  was  content,  both  in  peace  and 
war,  with  the  immoveable  refidence  of  a camp.  Confcious  of  their 
own  indigence,  the  Abyflinians  had  formed  the  rational  project  of 
importing  the  arts  and  ingenuity  of  Europe'”;  and  their  ambaffadors 
at  Rome  and  Lifbon  were  inftruCted  to  folicit  a colony  of  fmiths, 
carpenters,  tilers,  mafons,  printers,  furgeons,  and  phyficians,  for  the 
ufe  of  their  country.  But  the  public  danger  foon  called  for  the  in- 
flant  and  effectual  aid  of  arms  and  foldiers,  to  defend  an  unwarlike 
people  from  the  Barbarians  who  ravaged  the  inland  country,  and 
the  Turks  and  Arabs  who  advanced  from  the  fea-coafl  in  more  for- 
midable array.  Ethiopia  was  faved  by  four  hundred  and  fifty  Por- 


•**6  ] know  not  why  Aflemannus  (Bibliot. 
Orient,  tom.  ii.  p.  384.)  Ihould  call  in  quef- 
tion  ihefe  probable  millions  of  Theodora  into 
Nubia  and  Ethiopia.  The  flight  notices  of 
Abvffinia  till  the  year  1500  arc  fupplied  by 
Renaudot  (p.  336 — 341.  381,  382.  405.  443, 

*c.  4S».  456.  463.  475.  480.  511.  515. 

559 — 564-)  from  Coptic  writer!.  The 

Vol.  IV.  4 K 


mind  of  Ludc’phus  was  a perfefl  blank. 

Ludolph.  Hift.  ^t.hiop.  !.  iv,  c.  5, 
The  moti  neccftary  arts  n;e  npw  exereifed  by 
the  Jews,  and  the  foreign  trade  is  in  the  bauds 
of  the  Armenians.  What  Gregory  princi- 
pally admired  and  envied  was  the  industry  of 
Europe — artes  ct  opiheia. 
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C H A P.  tuguefe,  who  difplayed  in  the  field  the  native  valour  of  Europeans, 
■i  . and  the  artificial  powers  of  the  mufcjuet  and  cannon.  In  a moment 

of  terror,  the  emperor  had  proi.iifed  to  reconcile  himfelf  and  his 
fubjeifls  to  the  Catholic  faith  ; a Latin  patriarch  reprefented  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  pope  ,!1 ; the  empire,  enlarged  in  a tenfold  propor- 
tion, was  fuppol’ed  to  contain  more  gold  than  the  mines  of  America; 
and  the  wildeft  hopes  of  avarice  and  zeal  were  built  on  the  willing 
fubmiflion  of  the  Chriftians  of  Africa. 


Million  of 
the  Jefuits, 
A.D.  .557, 


:•* 


But  the  vows  which  pain  had  extorted,  were  forfworn  on  the  re- 
turn of  health.  The  Abyflinians  flill  adhered  with  unfhaken  con- 
ftancy  to  the  Monophyfite  faith ; their  languid  belief  was  inflamed 
by  the  exercife  of  difpute ; they  branded  the  Latins  with  the  names 
of  Arians  and  Neftorians,  and  imputed  the  adoration  of  four  gods, 
to  thofe  who  feparated  the  two  natures  of  Chrift.  Fremona,  a place 
of  worlhip,  or  rather  of  exile,  was  afligned  to  the  Jefuit  miffionaries. 
Their  (kill  in  the  liberal  and  mechanic  arts,  their  theological  learn- 
ing, and  the  decency  of  their  manners,  infpired  a barren  efteem ; 
but  they  were  not  endowed  with  the  gift  of  miracles  and  they 
vainly  folicited  a reinforcement  of  European  troops.  The  patience 
and  dexterity  of  forty  years,  at  length  obtained  a more  favourable 
audience,  and  two  emperors  of  Abyflinia  were  perfuaded  that  Rome 
could  enfure  the  temporal  and  everlafting  happinefs  of  her  votaries. 
The  firft  of  thefe  royal  converts  loft  his  crown  and  his  life ; and  the 
rebel  army  was  fan&ified  by  the  abuna,  who  hurled  an  anathema 
at  die  apoftate,  and  abfolved  his  fubje&s  from  their  oath  of  fidelity. 


1,1  John  Bermudez,  whofe  relation,  print- 
ed at  Li/bon,  1569,  was  tranflated  into 
Englifti  by  Pyrchas  (Pilgrims,  1.  vii.  c.  7. 
p.  1149,  &c*y»  ar>d  from  thence  into  French 
by  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme  d ’Ethiopia, 
p.  92—265.).  The  piece  is  curious;  but 
the  author  may  be  fufpeAed  of  deceiving 
Abyflinia,  Rome,  and  Portugal.  His  title 
to  the  rank  of  patriarch  is  dark  and  doubt- 


ful (Ludolph.  Comment.  N°ioi.  p.  473.). 

1,9  Religio  Romans  ....  nee  preeibus  pa- 
trum  ncc  miraculis  ab  ipfis  editis  fuffulcicba- 
tur,  is  the  uncon  tradi&ed  aflurancc  of  the 
devout  emperor  So fneus  to  his  patriarch  Men- 
dez (Ludolph.  Comment.  N°  126.  p.  529.) ; 
and  fiich  afluranccs  ftiould  be  precioufly  kept 
as  an  antidote  again  A any  marvel  ioua  le- 
gends. 
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The  fate  of  Zadenghcl  was  revenged  by  the  courage  and  fortune  of  c R A p* 
Sufneus,  who  afccnded  the  throne  under  the  name  of  Segued,  and  v.  — -/ 
more  vigoroufly  profecutcd  the  pious  enterprife  of  his  kinfinan. 

After  the  amufement  of  fome  unequal  combats  between  the  Jefuits 
and  his  illiterate  priefts,  the  emperor  declared  himfelf  a profelyte  to 
the  fynod  of  Chalccdon,  prefuming  that  his  clergy  and  people  would 
embrace  without  delay  the  religion  of  their  prince.  The  liberty  of 
choice  was  fucceeded  by  a law,  which  impofed,  under  pain  of  death, 
the  belief  of  the  two  natures  of  Chrift : the  Abyllinians  were  en- 
joined to  work  and  to  play  on  the  Sabbath  ; and  Segued,  in  the  face 
of  Europe  and  Africa,  renounced  his  connedtion  with  the  Alex- 
andrian church.  A Jel'uit,  Alphonfo  Mendez,  the  Catholic  patriarch  Converfi°» 
of  Ethiopia,  accepted  in  the  name  of  Urban  VIII.  the  homage  peror, 
and  abjuration  of  his  penitent.  “ I confefs,”  faid  the  emperor  on 
his  knees,  “ I confefs  that  the  pope  is  the  vicar  of  Chrift,  the 
“ fucceflor  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  fovereign  of  the  world.  To  him 
“ I fwear  true  obedience,  and  at  his  feet  I offer  my  perfon  and 
“ kingdom.”  A ffmilar  oath  was  repeated  by  his  fon,  his  brother, 
the  clergy,  the  nobles,  and  even  the  ladies  of  the  court : the  Latin 
patriarch  was  inverted  with  honours  and  wealth;  and  his  miflionaries 
eredted  their  churches  or  citadels  in  the  moft  convenient  ftations  of 
the  empire.  The  Jefuits  themfelves  deplore  the  fatal  indifcrction  of 
their  chief,  who  forgot  the  mildnefs  of  the  gofpel  and  the  policy 
of  his  order,  to  introduce  with  hafty  violence  the  liturgy  of  Rome 
and  the  inquifition  of  Portugal.  He  condemned  the  ancient  prac- 
tice of  circumcifion,  which  health  rather  than  l'uperftition  had  firft 
invented  in  the  climate  of  ./Ethiopia ,w.  A new  baptifm,  a new  ordi- 

"’*■*'•*  'nation 


& 


I am  aware  how  tender  is  the  queftion 
of  circumcifion.  Yet  I will  affirm,  1.  That 
the  ./Ethiopians  have  a phyfical  reafon  for  the 
circumcifion  of  males,  and  even  of  females 
(Recherche*  Philofophiques  fur  les  Amen* 


cains,  tom.  ii.).  2.  That  it  was  prettified  in 

./Ethiopia  long  before  the  introduction  of  Ju- 
daifm  or  Chriftianity  (Hcrouot.  1.  ii.  c.  104. 
Marthas),  Canon  Chron.  p.  72, 73.).  14  In- 
41  fames  rircumcidunt  ob  confuetudinem  non 

**  ob 
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nation  was  inflicted  on  the  natives  ; and  they  trembled  with  horror 
when  the  mod  holy  of  the  dead  were  torn  from  their  graves,  when 
the  mod  illudrious  of  the  living  were  excommunicated  by  a foreign 
pried,  In  the  defence  of  their  religion  and  liberty,  the  Abyflinian* 
role  in  arms  with  defperate  but  unfuccefsful  zeal.  Five  rebellions 
were  extinguilhed  in  the  blood  of  the  infurgents : two  abunas  were 
flain  in  battle,  whole  legions  were  flaughtered  in  the  field,  or  TufFo- 
cated  in  their  caverns  ; and  neither  merit,  nor  rank,  nor  fex,  could 
fave  from  an  ignominious  death  the  enemies  of  Rome.  But  the 
victorious  monarch  was  finally  fubdued  by  the  conftancy  of  the 
nation,  of  his  mother,  of  his  fon,  and  of  his  mod  faithful  friends. 
Segued  lidened  to  the  voice  of  pity,  of  reafon,  perhaps  of  fear ; and 
his  edidt  of  liberty  of  confidence  indantly  revealed  the  tyranny  and 
-weaknefs  of  the  Jefuits.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  Bafilides  ex- 
pelled the  Latin  patriarch,  and  redored  to  the  wifhes  of  the  nation 
the  faith  and  dilcipline  of  Egypt.  The  Monophyfitc  churches  rc- 
founded  with  a fong  of  triumph,  “ that  the  fheep  of  ./Ethiopia  were 
“ now  delivered  from  the  hyaenas  of  the  Wed and  the  gates  of 
that  folitary  realm  were  for  ever  fhut  againd  the  arts,  the  fcience, 
and  the  fanaticifm  of  Europe 


v ’ 


y**- 


§b  ob  Judaifmum,”  fays  Gregory  jhe  Atq^f- 
ftian  prieft  (apud  Fabric.  Lux  Oriftr«t*, 
Z720.).  Yet,  in  the  heat  of  difpute,  tie 
Portugacfe  were  fometime*  branded  with^he 
name  of  utuircumci/td  (La  Oort,  f>. 1 
Ludolph.  Hill,  and  Comment.  1.  iii.  c.  u\ 

**'  The  three  proteftant  hiftorians,  Lu- 
dolphus  (Hift.  /Ethiopica,  Francofurt.  1681; 
Com  men  tin  us,  169!  ; Relatio  Nova,  Arc. 
1693,  in  folio),  Gcddes^Church  Hiltory  of 
^£thio(fta,  London,  1696,  in  8vo),  and  La 
Croze  (Hift.  du  Chriitianifrae  d’Ethiopie  et 
d'Armenie,  La  Have,  1739,  in  !;••),  have 
drawn  their  principal  materials  from  the  Je* 


fuits,  efpccialfy  from  the  Genera:  Hiflory  of 
T#llez,  publifhed  in  Po/tuguefe  at  Conimbra, 

1 6&>.  We  migju  be  furprifed  at  their  fran  k- 
nefj ; but  their  moil  flagitious  vice,  the  fpirit 
of  perfecution,  was  in  their  eyes  the  moft  me- 
ritorious virtue.  Luaolphus.  poftcfleJ  fome, 
though  a flight,  ad  van  tag*  £9111  tbc;£ihiop;c 
language,  and  the  perteSil  pnverfation  of 
Gregory,  •Abpflinian  prielt. 

whom  hf  iovlictUfrom  R*ome  r 6 the  court  of 
Saxe-Goth\.  SK*  the  TbeoJogia  aEthtopic, 
of  Qrogory,  ■«  Fa^rici^’  Lar.Kvangdii, 

*»  • 
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END  OF  THE  FOURTH  VOIUME. 

» a 
» > 

* i i 


Digitized  by  Google 


> 


Digitized  by  Google 


4t 


Digitized  by  Goggle 


Digitized  by  Google 


